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more particularly, for theſe , who now are , or afterward 
may be put to ſuffering for Chriſt &+ his cauſe; By 
A wellwisher to the work , & people of God 
The ſecond Edition. 
Jon. 16. 2. Theyshal put you out of the ſynagogues : Yea , the time 
cometh that whoſoever killeth you , will think that he doeth Cod 
ſervice. Vers 3, And theſe things will they ave unto you , becauſe 
they have not known the Father , nor me. 
2 THESS. 1. 6 Seermg it #8 a righteous thing with God , to recom- 
penſe tribulation to them that trouble you. Vers 7. And to you 
who are troubled reſt with us , when the Loyd Feſus shall be revea= 
led from heaven with his mighty 4ngels , &rc. nt, 


Printed in the Yeer 1671. 


F % 4 ; -. 
£ 4 
FS; Fi 
Fo 


if 


CHRISTIAN READER: 


Intended at firſt, to have given thee 
the trouble of a larger Preface to theſe 
& i Epiſtles; but I perceived upon ſecond 
. BS BJ3\01h thoughts: that as thou shouldeſt be ata 
_ (at WY loſs in being thereby kept up roo long at 

LE |S DIq ILY the entry , ſo should gain but little by 

Ny Wizz. following my firſt look ; & therefore I 

SO \E= Tr - have on purpoſe forborn what I inten- 

Bk ded: Wherein as I have pleaſed my ſelf 

Fo worſe ; ſo I am ſureT haye pleaſed thee much better , then 

fI had followed forth a deligne , whereby thou couldeſt have 

eaped ſo little advantage : And therefore leaving & laying it 

fide , I sball confine my ſelf to what doeth more peculiarly 
elate to this great , little book. 

In the entry give me leave to tell thee, that as there ate many 
f the Authors Papers, both polemick and practicall , which 
eintended for publike ule & advantage , that will neyer ſee the 
ght becauſe (being like Appelles picture which was either to 
eperfeCted by his own pencil or wholly laid afide) he carried his 
n away with himſelf, leaving few in the generation that would 
ndertake to follow his notion and finish it , or if they should 
May it, it would be in the iſſue, humano capits cervicem j unagere 
yunam : upon which account the Church of God may l.ment 
tie loſs of ſuch a Maſter iz Iſrael : as the world (I ſay) is, at 
ſmall loſs, by being robbed of ſo rich atreaſure , which was 
2 intents 


intended for them; ſo, theſe few , which the Author did not 
- atall intend for publike uſe, are here ſent abroad: he did violence 
to the deſires of many in refuſing to publish them (howbeit he 
was known to conſult the fatistaftion;and advantage of the truely 
odly , more then his own contentment or eaſe) not beeaule he 
thought them unworthy ofa ſcholler , as not being ſtuffed with 
a great many ſterril notions: If any alledge this, it's 01 Cauſa 
pro Cauſa ; but the truc reaſon why he endeavoured to ſuppreſs 
& conceal them from the world , was, leſt any man should 
think of him above what was meet; becauſe (if not of the a- 
bundance of revelation , which yet God did indeed give his 
ffering ſervant , as will be clear by comparing what he fore. 
aw , both as tothe workin generall, and as to ſome particular 
erſons , with the evenr; yet) of the abundance of ſoul-refresh- 
3ng manifeſtations that he had : This was the true reaſon which 
made him inexorable and kept him from liſtening tothe moſt 
preſſing & aſſiduous entreaties of his friends : he had many 
things which commended him to the people of God; but hi 
covering his great attainments as a Chriſtian , and the pregnan- 
cie of his parts asa ſcholler , with the vail of humility (which 
is the chief ornament of a gracious ſpirit) as it did render him 
peculiarly & deſeryedly dear to them ; ſoit made both the one 
and the other shine more brightly,& did beſides their native and 
intrinſeck beauty , give an adventitious brightneſs and luſtre 
to all that great ſtock of grace, and tore of Parts, which were 
found (rara avis interrs) .joyntly in him. It was manifeſt to all 
who were but alittle acquaint with him , that his modeſtie and 
humility was ſuch, that in all his moſt eminent. appearances fo 
God, he ſtudied to diſappear , leſt he should by ſtanding up , be 
guilty of intercepting any part of that glory , which belong 
to him alone; of whom are all things , & for whom are all things: 
ncither was he at any loſs hereby ; for thus he became greatin 
the Kingdom of God : his growing downward , in that hig} 
and Goſpel-adorning grace of humility , made him grow up 
ward in favour with God and all Good men; and thus by deny. 
ing himſelf, and ſecking God alone; he both found what hi 
ſought, and got what he was not willing to take , nor woul 
ewne as his due. | 
But, befids this true account I have given , why the worl 

Wi 


was deprived of ſo uſefull & edifying a peice to this day ; I think 

it should not paſs without a remarke, that God in. his good 
providence, hath reſerved the publication thereof , for ſuch a 
time as this, wherein it ſeems to promiſe a fingular advane 
tage, beyond & above, what was probably attainable at any 
other ſeaſon : Firſt as the ſuffering people of God who while 
they are deprived of theſe things in publike ,, for the moſt part, 
which comforted them overall their ſorrowes,& while the ſongs 
of the SanQtuary {becauſe the Philiſtims have ſtopped moſt of 
theſe wells out,of which they uſed to draw &drinke with joy,that, 
which was ſweter to the taſte , then honey to the mouth; or they 
have thrown that into them , which hath not onely made them 
loſe their former relish & ſweetneſs, but hath rendred them ſo 
bitter, that they are now become gall and wyrmewood) are 
turned into howling & bitter lamentation ; while it is thus I 
ſay ? with the people of Gud , that in ſtead of being madeglad in 
his houſe of prayer as formerly , they are ſighing for the ceaſ- 


ing of theſe ſolemne aſſemblies: they may in their fad hours 


commune With this ſufferer. who not being willing to eat his 
morſell his alone, ſpeaks tothem good words and comfortable 
he telleth you, beloved ſufferers , what a heaven is to be had in 
Chriſt's company , even when ye are put to bear the croſs , & to 
have shame & ſuffering for his ſake, as your inſeperable compa- 
nion: Neither is his diſcourſe upon this ſubje& , an empty or 
idle ſpeculation; nay , he ſpeaks what he knoweth: the God for 
whoſe Cauſe he ſuffered: comforted him in the like tribulation , 
& foheis incaſe tocomfort you , by the comforts , wherewith 
he himſelf was comforted of God, Next , as to theſe of 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, who by the violence of their Ad- 
verſaries are driven from their flocks [which to a godly Mini- 
ſter is the greateſt of afflitions] ſuch I ſay , may ſee for itrength- 
ning of their hands, while they are putto contend with theſe 
that are too ſtrong for them ; how this noble witneſs , who 
ſuffered for the ſame cauſe, carried , how he acquit himſelf , & 
overcame: the Archers $shot ſore at him , but his bow abod in 
it's ſtrength : the armes of his hands were made ſo ſtrong, by 


the hand of the mighty God of Jacob , that he was too hard for 


all that entered the lifts with him : & when they thought they 
kad done ſufficient, either to force him to a compliance, orto 


* 3 make - 


him of his miniſtery , which was dearer to him then his life , he 
was not by all this, ſo much put to ſuffering (to ſpeak properly) 
as he was for a ſeaſon, alittle removed from the noiſe & diſtrac- 
tion that is abroad in the world , to be alone with God. O blef 
ſed ſolitude ! O ſweet ſoctetie! he was taken out of the cla» 
mour & confuſion that 1s here below, up to the mount , where 
he was admitted to a neer familiarity, & experienced the ſweet. 
neſs of that fellowship with God, which he had preached unto 
others; Though he 'was not taken from the earth; yet he was 


not onely keeped from the eyill that was then , and 15 now, in the. 


world ; but he injoyed ſuch a heaven under his heavy preſſures, 
that if the being about his Maſter's buſineſs, had not been 
rome by him , as preferable to his own conſolation , he would 

ave been in hazard of forgetting the troubles of Zion , and of 
ſaying , :t*s good for me to be here; but he was ſuch a ſervant, as 
made it his meat & drink to doe his Maſters will , he had ſolear 
ned Chriſt, as to preter his concernments to his Chief joy : & 
therefore , ye will finde him often 1n theſe Epiſtles, feaſting upon 
the conſoJations of God, with the tear in his eye, while here- 
members Zion , & calls to mind the deſolat condition of the 
flocks of Ciriit | particularly his own] for whom nothing was 
prepared. He found in his folitude ſuch a meaſure of preſence , 
as could hardly have been expected , out of the chamber of pre- 
ſence, where there is fulneſle of joy & pleaſure for evermore: he 
knew more in this happy retirement, of the execrciſe ofthem 
who are above (who being made Kings unto God, have crowns 
upon their head , & being made prieſts alſo , ſacrifice theſe to 
the giver) then he could haye learned, by revolving all the vo« 
lames that are written in many ages; amidſt tne greateſt out- 
ward calme & tranquillity : This ts the ſummer fruit which 
grew out of the hard tree of the croſs of Chriſt that he was put 
to bear, which was ſo ſweet to his taſte, that it made him diſdain 
the dainties of his Adverſaries , & diſrelish theſe ſowre & unſa- 
voury delights of the ſons of men , which however they may at 
firſt ſeem to have ſome petty ſweet in them ; yet they quickly 
ſet the teeth of the eater on edge, & are found bitter in the belly 


& ofa bad digeſtion : Theſe were the quiet fruits of righteouſ- | 


neſs that his ſeryant reaped by his ſufferings for Chriſt, & that 
in 


make him faint under the effects of their fury , by depriving 


Þ, 


in ſuch plenty, that out of his abundanee, he ſends ſome base 
kets of theſe ſweet fruits abroad amongſt his friends, both to 
bring up a good report upon his liberall Lord & Maſter , who - 
f, | allowes on his followers, while they are pinched with penury of 
"Þ other comforts, full meaſure, heaped up , running over, & 


wo shaken together , And upon the croſs of Chriſt alſo, tothe end it 
«+, | might appear , that this burden is ſo far from imbittering the 
'to | life of a ſuffering ſaint , that by the contrary , asthe ſufferings 

of Chriſt abound in him , ſo his conſolation alſo aboundeth by 


he | Jeſus Chriſt, The publication then , I ſay , of theſe Epiſ> 
| tles, ſeems in providence to be tryſted on purpoſe. with the 

ſufferings of his ſervants at this time, that we may be encou- 
14 | raged by his example, to a Zealous faithfulneſſe, & a cheer- 
of | full ſuffering , & may wax bold by his bonds, under, & in 
which, he did experience , much of the glorious liberty 
of the ſons of God: How oft doe we finde him preferring 
W& his confinement , to all the ſublunary contentments of his per= 
ſecuters? here did he feed upon theſe pure & unmixed delights , 
which put ſuch gladneſs in the heart, as expells all the Latent & 
lurking griefs that are there, and cauſeth the ſoul, while ſur- 
rounded with all outward trouble to ſing ; while they feed 
upon ashes , & fill their belly with the eaſt wind , who feaſt upon 
' the tears of the people of God, and ſeem to have nothing elſe 
he [2 Interrupt their tranquillity , but how they may trouble the 
children of peace : It was under this reſtraint, & in this houſe 
of his bondage, when being shut up from, and ſpoiled of all 
creature comforts, that he found the ſurpaſſing ſweetneſs ofthe 


= conſolations of God : which taſte beſt, when they are moſt 
ey free of the mud, & mixture of other injoyments : there it was 


per where he found the truth of that ſaying of Auguſtin: Tanta eff 
dulcedo celeſlis gaudii , ut fi una guttula difflueret in mfernum , 
tram amarituginem inferni abſorberet : If one drop of heavenly 
Ga. WY) Sheubd fall into hell, it would ſwallow up , or ſweceten , allthe 
bitterneſs of that place of torment , The love of God and the joy 

of the Holy Ghoſt, was ſo abundantly shed abroad in his heart , 
1 while he was inthe furnace, that his croſs was not onely made 
: pi there by light & eafie , & his life pleaſant ; but ye have hin often 
laying (becauſe he found by theſe foretaſts what inconceivable 

5 onſolation muſt be, in the immediat viſion and full fruition of 
A 4 God) 


God) that if there were no other way to come at the poſſeſſion, 
of that bleſſedneſs, he would, not onely chuſe to ſwim through 
2 ſea of ontward troubles ; but he would wade through the 
lake of fire & brimſtone, to be poſſeſſed of God himſelf: and 
there is none , who knew the gracioue fobriety of this holy 
man , that will judge he complemented in ſaying ſo : nay, 
there are none, who haye found what a cool refreshing shade 
& aboundant conſolation the ſoul finds, in the company of the 
ſon of man , while they walk with him amidſt the flames of the 
moſt ſcorching fiery trials: but they would think ſtrange , if 
he ſpake etherwiſe. Let us then be ashamed, to ſcare at the 
croſs, or at Chriſt's company , becauſe of it; fince it bears the 
man, who bears it Let us reſolve to take joyfully the loſs of 
all things, life it ſelf not being excepted , in the ſervice of ſuch 
a Maſter , who maks us gainers by our loſes, and then 1n a ſpe- 
ciall way maks up all our wants, according to his riches in glory ; 
when we have forſaken s/ to follow him ; Let us ſtudy to carry 
in the ſight of Advyerſaries, as men who cannot be made miſe- 
rable by affliction ? for if we be but indeed faithfull to him , we 
are more happy at our worſt, then we know ; or rather we are 
onely in ſo far miſerable, as we know not how happy we are: 
he who is admitted to know that he hath a place in the heart of 
God , needs but care little what he meet with from the hand of Fi 
man: this may wipeall teares ſrom his eyes, even while he ſighes 
out that fad word, I am poor and needy, that he knoweth, and is in 
caſe to adde that other , yet the Lord thinketh upon me . & doth 
earneſtly remember me ſtill : And by the way (though it's nei- 


ther far out of my way nor thine, nor excentrick to my preſent, 


purpoſe) let me ſay, that if the queſtion were moyed , how it 
cometh to paſs, that he found ſo much , and other worthy 
ſufferers alſo before him , that theſe things ſeem almoſt dreams, 
& incredible to us? truely (without ſpeaking any thing of rhe 
abſolut ſoveraignty. of God , who may doe with his own what 
he will, and diſpenſe as he pleaſeth , both as to meaſure & time). 
the reaſon may ſeem to be yery obyious: his, & their witneſs» 
bearing for Jeſus Chriſt, did every way , & in all reſpeQts, 
excecd our's: They gave to God as Kings [thoughit was of 
bis own they ſerved him] their Teftimmnies, againit the corrup- 
tions of their times > whether in Kirg, or ma” q 
: Churc 


ion, (Church men , had ſo much of miniſteriall faithfulneſs, ſo muck 
ugh fſof freedom , ſo much of grave & Gofpel-becoming boldneſs in 
the them , ſo much holy zeal, even for the leaſt of theſe concern= 
and Iments' of the Kingdom of Chriſt [upon which we areloath to 
10ly Eſtate our ſufferings, or for the keeping whereof , we are un- 
ay, willing to hazard the loſs of any thing ] that it was apparent , 
ade ſſſthey loved him fo well , that they loved not their lives unto the 
'theſſdeath , and that Chriſt could require nothing of them , as a 
the ſffignitication of their zeal for his intereſts , which they were not 
» if at a point to part with , & were not ready tagiveaway: And 
the lhe upon the other hand , to make it appear, that they could not 
the ſerve the Lord for nothing , and to evidence his ſpeciall com- 
5 of ſplacency in ſuch a zealous frame of ſpirit, did, not onely ex. 
ach Ftraordinarily ſupport them under their trouble, ſothat they did 
pe- ſnot fink , even when they ſeemed to others , to be preſſed out of 
ry ; meaſure, & beyond ſtrength ; but did manifeſt himſelfin a moſt 
rry familiar manner untothem , ſothat when they were almoſt at 
iſe- ſthis,, that they had not whereupon to lay their head, they had 
we fithen free acceſſe, to lean it & lay it on his boſome: in a word , 
are {God did declare, that he thought nothing too great, nor too 
re; good for them , who pave themſelves away fo intirely to 
of Fhim + ſo that if the queſtion were asked at God , whence 1s 
of Fit, that there is ſo vaſte a difference , be:wixt his dealing with 
ies his former witneſſes , & theſe who now give ſome kinde of teſti- 
1n {mony to his name? He could quickly filence & put to shame 
Yth [the movers of that queſtion , by ſending us back , to ſee what 
ei= fa difference there is, betwixt what theſe worthies did & ſufer 
2nt Jed for him : & what we have done; though under moe obliga- 
rit tions , at leaſt ſubjective, under moe oaths, Covenants, 1n- 
hy Igagements , proteſtations, & theſe often reiterat , then many 
S, fofthem were: He metthem, as men whoſe hearts were lifted 
he up in the wayes of the Lord , as men whorejoyced & wrought 
at || righteouſneſle , & could neither be flattered nor frowned out 
e) I of their fidelitie & freedom , & he hides himſelf from us, as it 
{5 | were ashamed of ſuch witneſſes, whole very teſtimony , isſ9 
's, | uuworthy of ſuch a Maſter , & ſo farshort of what it ought to 
of Þ} be, as if indeed we were ashamed of him & his truth, or thought 
p- || the torne & the lame , a ſufficient ſacrifice for him, It was not 
or | the maine qneſtion of theſe men, in a ſuffering time, how 
ch | *F 5 much 


much they might let goe , & yet keep the ſubſtantials of reliJ® y 
gion, or how long they should be filent , out of fear, lefiff”* 
while they endeavoured to acquit themſelves faithfully , theyſ* 
Should both be reput rash & imprudent , & provoke the Magif"® 
trate, by venting their needleſs jealouſfies : to doe what he inf: 2 
tended not: They did not think it enough to give ſome ot 
lique intimation of their diſlike , or half ſignification of their 
deteſtation of theſe courſes, whereby they conceived their 
Maſter's intereſts wronged , his prerogative, incroched upon, 
& the whole indangered: Nay , nay , theſe men of God who 
knew the times & what Iſrael had to doe, thought ſuch a car-F. 
riage unworthy of the Ambaſſadours of Chriſt , who are ſet for 
the defence of the Goſpel,& npon the matter but as a couching of 
Aſſes under the burden: they would ſooner have parted with} 
their lives, then with one hoof of what belonged to their Maſter 
They thought it more worthy of a watchman, to put all on theirf ( 
guard, upon the Leaſt appearance of the approach of an enemy ,|F'<* 
then ſuffer themſelves to be shamefully ſurpriſed in their ſecuri- 
ty:And they thought it morelikethe good ſouldiers of ſeſusChrifſt, 
to Cover the ground where they ſtood with their dead bodies; b 
then, as afraid or terrified by their adverſaries in any thing, 
to make a dishonourableretreat : He who would have put them 
from witneſſing a good confeſſion , when the danger of the 
work of God, called them to cry aloud & not to ſpare ; behoy- 
ed , not onely to have threatned them (for that would not F.. 
have done the buſineſſe, they being men of ſuch mettall , as þ. 
could have looked death out: of countenance in it's moſt for- 
midable shape , & carryed in the face of all oppoſition, as theſe 
whom no affliction could make miſerable) but to ſilence 
them perfe&tly , he behoyed to have ſent them into the other 
world ; which could not be terrible to them , who had the 
certain expeQation , that it ſo diſmiſſed, they should take up 
their place amongſt the ſouls under the Altar , {lain for the 
word of God, & their teſtimony that they held : And I may 
ſay particularly, to the commendation of the grace of God, in | 
this his faithfull ſervant (who having ſerved his generation ac- 

cording to the will of God , is now fallen aſleep) that to the 
obſervation of all, he neyer was afraid of the faceof man, in 
appearing for the intereſts of Chriſt, neither knew he what it 
was 


, Sv74s to be filent, when he ſaw theſe in hazard; nay , he was 
Much a ſon of Levi, as knew neither friend nor brother in the 
Tmatters of God : Which bleſſed diſpoſition did accompany 
-Alhim to his grave; for though ſuch was the indulgence of his 
"Maſter to ſo fairhfull a ſervant, that he would have him to die 
in peace (though he denied him not the honour of a martyr , 
, Wdying under a ſentence of confinement to his own houſe] pluc- 
ing him out of the jaws of a bloody death , wherewith he was 
hreatned, & which was intended for him,by them whoſe indig- 
ation had almoſt come to that hight , as to ſay upon the matter , 
bring him hither upon the bed that we may kill him: for not being ſa- 
isf1ed with the teſtimony of the Phyſicans, nor the Magiltrats, 
nar the Minitters of the place , certifying , that he was not 
able to travell to Edinburgh [as by the ſequel was too ſadly con- 
rmed] he was confined in his own houſe , when he was not 
- ble to goe a broad , & put to shame in that place , where he had 
1y cſervedly gained the repure of one of the moſt learned & ſuc- 
A esfully laborious Doctors , that ever had filled that chair , & one 
f of the moſt faithfull & diligent Miniſters that ever watched 
. «.(VCrs Or laboured amongſt a people, Ah Scotland , Scotland 
ng hither haſt thou cauſed thy shame to goe? Ifit had been an 
"Enemy who had ſought to deal thus with thy Seers & faithfull 
the Prophets, it had become thee better , to have hide theſe by fifties 
n cayes, from the fury of their enemies , or if thou couldeſt 
not have preſerved the lives of ſuch worthies; either to haye 
died with them , or to have made it appear , thou onely 
fived, to lament the loſs of a greater treaſure, then if thou 
aadſt loſt all the. gold of Indie and Ophir ; but for thy own 
word to devour thy own Prophets , & that under the colour of 
her $2W » what canſt thou fay for this that will fatisfie? what Apology 
the Fanſt thou make to God , for miſuſing his Prophets & shedding 
| be blood of the juſt in the midſt of thee ? What canſt thou 
the By for fatisftying the Nations , who have heard of the renown 
ff theſe men , theſe precious ſons of Zion , comparable to 
hne gold , who have been dashed in pieces in the midſt of thee, 

& delt with , as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of the 
-he ſpotter? wilt thou not be ſpeechleſſe , & not have wherewith 
0 Anſwer him thrat reproveth & reproched thee? Canſt thou 
it Nook forward , & not blush to think, what ſucceeding gene- 
rationg 


rations will fay of thee ? What wilt thou ſay , when it shaf 
be asked , by one whom thou muſt Anſwer, what mannerg 
men were theſe whoſe blood thou didſtshed ? (however thy 
haſt repreſented them now as malefaCtors , that thou mighteli 
decal ſo with them ; yet then muſt thou ſay) all of them wereeÞ! 
the ſons of Kings. Ah Scotland, Scotland, the moſt ſolemn 
ingaged to God , & the moſt guilty & ungrate of all the nation 
under the heavens : Doeſt thou not fear after all this , the cry 
the ſouls under the Altar? Saying with a loud woice, how long Q 
Lord, holy and true , doeft thau not judge & avenge our blood 
07: them that dwel on the earth? Thou was once made uſe of; 
a Carpenter , to fray the hornes of them , who did push the inf ©! 
heritance of the Lord ; but now the ſpirit of the hornes hatl®' 
entered into the Carpenters: & doeſt thou think thy ſelf ſecurf® 
after all this? It's true their is no viſible power or party upa 
earth , of whom thou baſt much reaſon to be a afraid; but re 
member that he who is higher then the higheſt regardeth , wh 
will makeinquiſition for the blood of his ſaints which thou hal 
Shed & his intereſts: If thou wilt feare nothing elſe , let me 
recommend the Scythian fear unto thee , of whom it is reported 
that they fear nothing , but that the heavens chould fall upon theny 
Alas! if thy enemy be above thee, how wilt thou guard thy head fe: 
or ſecure thy heart, when he gives the blow, & recompencey 29 
thy way upon thine own head? bvt if thou wilt ſtill goe on , &in th 
ſtead of ſmiting on thy thigh , & ſaying what have 1 done? hard 
en thy ſelf, & think to proſper , I shall defire Grace to havq 
ſuch a frame of ſoul, asto weep for thee in ſecret; but to return 
to my purpoſe from which this ſad meditation hath a little 
withdrawn me: though ſuch I ſay, was the tenderneſs of hit 
maſter to this ſervant ; yet when he had nothing elſe to complain 
of (being for many dayes together before his death, filled 
with as much joy of the Holy Ghoſt as he could hold) he 
went away regrating this (though with a ſweet ſubmiſſionto 
his Maſter's will) that he died not in that bed of honour, and 
was not brought forth , t& breath out his life & Jaſt upon a ſcaf 
fold- fince his Maſter was dealing ſuch favours amongſt his fol 
lowers (for to ſome (and bleſſed be he eternally who carried 
them honourably through) it was given , not onely tobeleeye 
but alſo to ſuffer, and to the convicion of their enemies , 31 y 

| ; | meny 
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it shal 
ner 
r thatmen who ſeemed rather totrimph oyer that King of terrours , 
ighteſſehen to de daunted by it's dreadfull aſpe&t & ſince he was taking 
vere Much proofs of the fidelitie & affeftion of ſome of his followers. 
emnjJJt will not be amiſs. for this purpoſe, to inſert his own 
ation8words > Which were taken from his mouth, not once but 
cry ofjotten reiterats Now [ſaid that faithfull ſervant , even when he 
long (Was upon the threshold of glory , ready to receive the immortall 
bloog crown ] my tabernacle ts weak , © I would think 'it a more glori- 
e of 049 way of going hence , to lay down my life for the cauſe , atthe 
the inf} Croſs of Edinburgh or St Andrews ; but 1 ſubmit 19 my Maſter's 
- hat wi. 1s it any wonder then I ſay , ſince he, & theſe other wor- 
ecurthy mens way in witneſſing for God , was ſo unlike ours & ſo 
I far beyond what is to be found in our faint appearances for him , 
as the one keeps no proportion with the other ; that there should 
be ſo remarkable a difference , betwixt his bearing witneſs to, 
x & teſtifying his complacencie in what they did, & what we doe : 
t mg ifthere be, forthe moſt part , ſome proportion, betwixt the dif< 
rteg 1 penſation of God, & the diſpoſition of men; What wonder, 
| that he who admitted them to the neareft familiarity with him- 
teal felf, deal thus with us , & ſolet us know his breach of promiſe ? 
{ nay, if there be any thing ſtrange, & to be wondered at in 
9 inf this ? It is rather , that he hath not been more terrible 
ard) tous, by writting his diſpleaſure gainf our lukwarmneſs in 
had greater Characters ; then that we have not been more indulgent- 
4 ly dealt with. It is exceedingly of all our concernments , to lay 
4 this to heart, & ſeriouſly 'to conſider, whether this be not the 
f hig very thing that makes him keep a diſtance from us? I ſup- 
poſe, upon a very overly ſearch, & ſurvey of our way, it 
illed} will be found, that by our unworthy carriage in his matters , 
) he we haverewarded thisevil to our own ſouls: Our ſuffering ſif 
it deſerve that name] is with leſs edification & advantage to the 
Church , and leſs comfort to our owa ſouls; becauſe it our 
aff} teſtimony be weighed in the ballance of the ſanQuary, it 
will be found light, and to want many pounds , not onely of 
what it ought to have , but what theirs had whoſe work was 
vel found perfe&t before God. But it we be really deſireous, to 
2 be dealt with as they were [ & what is ſo delirable, next to 
heaven, & the coming of the Kingdom of the ſon of God upon 


the carth] let us endeavour to carry asthey did : were they not 
. mn 


_ 


men of the like paſſions & infirmities with us ? why then , shou 

not we aime,to be men of the like faithfullneſs & zeal with them 
then 1s it , that we may hope to have ſweet and halcyon dayes in 
his ſervice; ſuch as will make us the envy of our enemyes, 4 
comfort to our friends, & an ornament to our profeſſion : here: 


L 
ver 


by shall a good report be brought up upon the wayes of God, 


& we $hall be living witnefles , that Godlineſs with all diſadyan- 
tages, & when accompanied with the fiery trial , is great gain, 
& hath it's hundred fold in this life , even with perſecution. 'Let 
us ſtudy to be like them in going about our Maſter's work, and 


then we have rationall ground to hope, that he who shewed by 


his dealing with the cloud of witnefles that went before us [& 
doe ſtill compaſs us about, & call us to follow on] that he was 
not unrighteous, to forget their zeal in doing , their patience 
in ſuffering, their work & labour of loye; will alſo remember 


us , With the favour that he bore to theſe who went before us: 
then may we expett that he will ſay to our ſouls in ſecret, when þ 


we have faithfully acquit our ſelves for him in publike, goe your 
way now, & eat your bread , though it be brown, with joy, 
& drinke your drink , though it be not wine, with a merry heart: 
for I have accepted your works, & theſe are come up in remem- 
p_ with me, O but one of theſe hours, which Myr R utherfoord 

ad in God's company , were worth many years ſuffering , & 


ſweating in the heat of the day! I know the Prelats & their | 


Party, will think themſelves at a loſs, to heare of it, or have 
it ſaid, that God did admit to ſuch familiarity with himſelf, 
his faithfall witneſs againſt the wickedneſs of their way [I grant 
indeed, it is a ſpeciall prejudice to them, for though it be ſtrange, 
yet they who perſecute his favourits & followers, would even be 
thought to doe God good ſervice] butleſt I should ſem to ſay , 
that there was ſome ſingularity in God's dealing with him 
- [whichl know would grate the eare of ſome of them;who pretend 

to be chief amongſt the reſt , that had a particular ſpleen againſt 
this eminent ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, I need not trouble the world 
in telling them who he 1s , that being no ſecret , though I know 
not: whether he would blush to have 1t ſaid, he hated&perſecuted 
a man, fo greatly beloved of God, & dear to all his people, 
or if he would not rather boaſt of it, Iowe him the charity that 
the latter of the two will be his choice, and that for fear of be- 


ing 


o 


ng charmed he will ſtop his eare from hearing that , why 
ul erſecuteſt thou me? & will eſlay to juſtifie himſelf , & ſatisfhe 
emihthers, by ſaying (according to his accuſtomed candor & 
-StFonſcience) that he was aring-leader amongſt the Phanaticks : 
S, it will ſound harsh alſo I know , in the ears of them, who, in 
ere-Joyning with him , have ſerved themſelyes heirs, to theſe, 
od,yvho went before them , in perſecuting him , & ſuch faith- 
"Full men as he was: For as they have come in their places , 
othey perſiſt in ther practices, onely with this difference , that 
n making hayock of the Church of God , they out doeall that 
yer made Apoſtaſie to that way , & run at that rate, in endea- | 
by Fouring the ruine of the work of Reformation , as if they were 
[&Rfraid to be our-run by any who should come after them, or 
V2 ſhave it faid , that there had ever been men, who with more 
nce Enalice did perſecute , & ſtretch forth their hands , not againſt 
ber ſertain of the diſciples , but againſt the whole Church of God: 
us : Reader Pardon I pray thee, that I now and then digreſs ina 
en $arentheſis , while theſe men come my way , for thou knoweſt 
2ur Fery well according to the proverb, that the devil should have 
4 his due & I defire to doe them juftice, & here cloſe it If 
rt; Fthey should take it ill Ifay , to have ſo much fſajd to the ad- 
m- Fantage of this worthy man , It it will be acceptable to them 
rd foheareit, I have a mind to gratifie them ſo far , as to ſay , that 
& Mr Rutherfoord was not alone in this; as his practice in that 
ell $ppoſition , was not peculiar to himſelf (for he but walked in 
ve file way of them who left him an example , to continue with 
f, Phriſt in his temptations) ſo, his priviledges were not ſo peculiar 
nt Jo himſelf, that he had none to share with him : And there- 
7e, fore I fay [ if they can reap any ſatisfaion by having it ſaid , 
be fr if they have a mind till to quarrel , ſee if there beany of 
Y + Fhem in caſe to convince me of a falschood?] that God made it 
m Known , not onely to themſelves but to the world, how highly 
1d ſhe efteemed the fidelity of others alſo before him , who were his 
ſt Fonſtant witneſſes againſt introducing & eſtablishing of Prelacy 
Id ſh Scorland, he not onely made themielves finde what favourits 
w filey, were by putting them (if I may fay ſo) upon his ſecrets : 
xd fIfor Mr Davidſon, Mr Welsh , Mr Bruce & many others of the 
>» Faliant ſouldiers of Chriſt & worthy witneſſes in theirtime , 
at | Frere Known ta baye been Prophets (which I could evince by 

many 


— 


many particular paſſages , but they deſerve a more honotrably., 
mention, & it may be ſome will undertake it, then to be huſh, 
up within the limits of a parentheſis) particularly remoyed Mſ;. 
Welsh, who at home, & abroad in France, was taken notic it) 
of, as an extraordinary man ,asa ſeryantfrom whom his : Maſte;,.; 
did not conceal what he-was about to doe: not one word hatl (f 
fallento the ground, of all that , which by that Seer was foretold],,, 
concerning the trouble of Scotland ; Hath not the ſword of ſtray,;; 
gers, according to his prediftion, been made drunk with thy;;; 
blood of the lain? Is not Chriſt crucified this day in Scotlandjy. 
which he foreſaw would follow? Yea & buried too; & faſyc 
fear & that he should riſe again, there is by the procurmentq Fe 
the chief Prieſts, A watch ſet, the great-ſtone rolled to thy, 
mouth of the ſepulchre is ſealed, & all made as ſare as thqlj;k 
can - becauſe if he riſe upon them again, this laſt errour wile, 
prove worſe then the firſt by far: the Lord I fay hath fullfilleq,,, 
1n every circumſtance the word of his ſervant hitherto ; onelſ;c; 
the laſt part of it is not yet accomplished , wherein he foretelletiſj, 
of the glorious reſurrection of Chriſt crucified & buried in Scatſ 
land; but the exaRt accomplichment of the former, puts ufjq+ 
in expectation of the latter, notwithſtanding that the gra, 
ftone of an AF reſciſary, & many ſubſequent 4&#s ſuitable t{fg; 
that ſad Ore, is rolled to the mouth of the ſepulchre, & nc up 
withſtanding that the Prieſts (the Prelats I should ſay) bar lf, 
by their importunity , procured an order from the Magiſtratety c,; 
make it as ſure as they can, & being now clothed with the fof ; 
mality of that law whereby he was crucified (for alas we havef the 
law now by : which law he muſt die! )they are moſt diligen the 
in ſetting their watches & making all faſt : This is the thingÞ(v 
fay that his ſad hearted diſciples are in expeCation of; uot 
withſtanding of all the endeavours of his enemies to the contrary 
& then Prelacyin Scorland will breath out it's life & laſt togither 
for between Chriſt's riſing & reigaing , & their falling , ther 
hath ever been ſeen amongſt us, a certain connection : Ani 
truely for as great .an enemie as they may think me, I wou 
makea very friendly overture unto them (I grant I comet 
counſel uncalled, & I hope alſo, that my ſoul shall never cntd w 
into their ſecrets) & this is the adyiceI have to give them , thi ſer 
they would eyen look ſo far before their noſe , as to make , Al the 
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Mirieces, he is in the next door to hang himſelf, & who can help 


hd 


eſtament , {o long as they are iri caſeto got to Kirk & market? 
put [I fear I loſe my labour; for ere ever F#u4as will part with his - 


it) God not onely dealt thus with them , I fay , as to put them 
upon his ſecrets; but he made their yery enemies take notice 
of them oftimes, 'as men that had been with Jeſus. Hathi1t 
not been a heart- ſtaying ,. & hand - ſtrehgthzning remarks 
amongſt the ſervants & pzople of God in our native Land , eſpe- 


Icially in a declining time, that God did ſingularly shine from 


heaven upon , &shew his ſatisfaction in the way , & towards the 

erſons of theſe of his ſervants , who ſtood firme in their oppo=- 
Fition to Prelacy ; and that he did as fignally , one way or 
other , either ſooner or latter, give ſigntfications of his dif- 
like of the way & perſons of them who rurned aſide to theſe 
crooked courſes: And was it Ever more viſible ( as to the latter 
part) then at this day ? It may be that rhey will think it ſuffi= 
cent to cofivince me of a ly , that their greatneſs &grandure 
is ſuch, as if they Fad monopolized to themſelves all the riches 
& honour of the Nation ; but if they will have patience to hears 
in2 to 4men, I may poſſibly convince them of a truth they are 
not willing to hear ; for I not onely grant , that they have 
forgotten their Maſter's dire&ons , inhibiting them , to liſt 
up themſelves above” their brethren , but I will grant them this 


alſo ffor they moſt have much given them ] that they have 


carryed away the primacy, & precedency from the Nobility , on 


ſ whoſe necks they now trample 3 but when all this is granted 


them', yet they have not convinced me of telling an untruth 2 
they muft have lIeaye to put out mine & other mens eyes beſids » 


(which we are not willing to give them ; though if any mart 


would gratifie his Grace , & their Lord:hips , he muſt part with 
theſe in the firſt place ; for an implicit faith is the baſis & 
foundation of their Kirigdom of darknefs, without which , it 
would fall about their ears, & but overwhelme them inthe rub« 


{ bis , & that would be very fad to them, for I ſuſped they have 


no great minde to die) before this come {ſo much as under debat , 
almoſt with indifferent men , whither God be angry at their 


q way? His very giving of them up, to perſecute his people & 


ſervants , ſayes nothing , it it ſay not this; that what ever be 
their outward proſperity , he hath claſed them with Pharaoh, 


T's 


itt pouring out his plagues upon their heart : Is not this ſeen 
that ſo ſoon as a man becoms ſerious in ſecking of God ; he be 
coms the burt of their malice, & the mark againſt which the 
bend their bow , & shoot the arrowes of their indignation ? And 
fo ſoon as any begins to mind ſeriouſly the concernments of hi; 
ſoul , then , fine monitore , he fals in a diſlike with them , & 
their way ; I doe not ſay, that all who hate the Prelats ard 
Saints , for their is ſufficent in their way to make them odiou; 
to others ; but is not this known , that theſe who once begin to 
fet their face towards God , turn their back upon them ; Iam 
ſure this obſervation does ſeldome fail , or can be proved falle in 
our native Land: And then on the other hand, fince theſe 
men were exalted, doe not the wicked walk on every ſide? .ls 
there not a profane ſpirit (the conſtant attendant of Ep:ſcopay 
in Scotland) broken looſe in the land ? Is there not ſuch 1 
flood of impiety running through the land , that carryes mo 
men down the current , as hath haraly been ſeen > hath not this 
leprouſic ſpread it {elf oyer the whole land? So, that we are 
an abomination & talk to all about us: And if any would endea 
vour to accomplish a diligent ſearch , to finde out the fountain 
that caſts forth this mire & dirt, to the defiling of the Land, & 
defacing of congregations, he would it may be find it, where 
it ought leſt to be expeted; Theſe ſtreams of impety & im- 
purity run from the ſanctuary . hence is 1t , that profanity 
goes forth through the whole land ; & can it be otherwiſe when 
fo many faithfull Miniſters are driven away , & men put 1n their 
places to handle the law, of moſt of whom without breach o 
Charitie , it may be ſaid, that they know not God , & care 
not for the ſouls of his people : It *s under the shaddow of this 
plant (which becauſe itis not of our heavenly father *s planting, 
we live under the expectation, &, though our eyes should be 
Shut before we ſec it, we hope to die in the faith of it's being 
Plukt up) that theſe weeds have grown up, fo thatalas! The 
vineyard of the Lord of hofts, is now no more like his inclo- 
fure, it bringeth forth briers & thorns in ſtead of good fruit : 
He planted the church of Scotland a noble wine ; Wholly a right 
feed, but fince tt became a ſeminary for Prelats, the converſa- 
tion of the generalitic proclaims this, that we are turned into 
the degenerat plant of @ ſiranuge vine unto him 5 This 1s _ ks 
At1Ca 


Ws 


laticall- reformation, 'Which is ſutable to it ſelf all along ; for 
having purged out of 'the church , the faithfull Miniſters of 
Chriſt {& the few who are yet remainintg,being 1n expeRation of 
the ſame lot (what: can follow amovg the people ; but, that 
the Land should be drown d with a deluge of profanity: And 
are we not for the molt part | Oh if with a ſuitable meaſure of 
ſorrow I could make mention of it] as the chiloren of the 


F Ethiopians to him? Are not our ſpots, unlike the ſpots of his 


people? This obſeryation Ifay, as it was a very heart-ſtaying 
conſideration in former times ,+ & was in ſtead of many argu- 
ments amongſt them who were no great diſputants; ſol hope z: 
[linceit was never more evident ] it will ſtill provea heart-elta= 
blishing conſideration in the faith once delivered to the ſaints. * 
Reader , how deſireous foeyer thou.mayeſt be , to have dead 
Mr. Rutherfeord live, in the hearts of thepreſent and ſucceeding 


. | generations, by an account of his ſingularly gracious life, & 


anſ{werably glorius death : yet, Ishall not (for that would lead 


| me a length beyond the juſt limits of an Epiſtle, where , con- 


trary to my purpoſe, I finde my ſelf almott arrived already) be 
able to ſatisfie thy defire , nor anſwer thy expectation. It's 
not my preſent work totell thee, that he wasa Gentleman by 
extraction. That he was educat at Scholes & Colleges, where 
he was admired for the Pregancy of his parts, & deſervedly 
looked upon, even then , as a perſon of whom great things might 
be expected : Of his being pitched upon for a Profeſſion of Philo= 
ſophy by the College of Edinburgh (where he was educat) when 
he was yet very young: Of his being called thence to the Miniſte- 
ry in 4nwoth (to which charge be entered , by the means of that 
worthy Noble-man »y Lord Kenmur , without giving any en- 
gagment to the Biskop) where he laboured night & day with 
great ſucceſs, the whole countrey being to him , & accounting 
themſelves, as his particular flock: There it was, where he 


| wrote that great Maſter-piece of Learning againſt the Arminians 
| (wich yet was but a compend of what he then intended } his 


Exercitationes Apologetice : Of his perſecution by the Prelats, who 
were ſo ſound in the faith , as to challenge and accuſe him for 
writting that book : Being called before their high Commiſſion 
wurt-., he appeared & declined it , as none of the Courts of Chrit 
[nor was there need of any thing elſe for a confirmation that it 


came not from on. high ; bur from below , ſave it *s proce: 
' dor; for it's A#s had the very dy and viſage of hell upon them: 
If they will plead that it is from above,they will be puſled to pitch 
.upon a period , or fix upon any other time when it came down, 
except with the fallen angels; butit may be; this pleaſe ſuch An- 
gels of the Church [| ſo they will be called } for they boaſt 
much: of Antiquity : And truely that which gives ground for 
this conjecture, that it came down from heaven in that compa- 
ny , is, that it perſecuts the ſaints , and ſervants of the moſt high ; 
& if there were none ſuch upon earth, it would have no work] 
& was by this high Commiſſion put from his miniſtery 5 & ſent 
ro Aberdeen , where the DoQors found to their confuſion , that 
the Puritans were Glergy-men aſwell as they; Ot his returning 
to his former Charge , upon that happy change of affairs ,. in 
the Yeer 16382 & his being shortly after ſent to the profeſhon 
of Theology in the Ynrverſity of St Andrews by the Cenerall Aſſem- 
bly ( where he was alſo called to be worthy Mr Blawr”'s Col- 
legue in the Miniſtery ) which being the feat of the 4rch-prelate, 
was the very Nurſery of all ſuperſt:4:07 in worship, & Errour in 
Doctrine, & the fink of all Profanity in converfation amongſt the 
Students: where God did ſo ſingularly fecond his ſervants inde? 
fatigable pains , both in teaching in the Schovles , & preaching in 
the Congregation, that it became forthwith a Lebanoz , out of 
which were taken Cedars for building the houſe of the Lord 
through the whole land: Not a few of whom are this day, 
amonglt theſe, who have obtanied mercy of rhe Lord , tobe 
bis faithfull witneſſes, againſt Scotland's preſent, shamfull , & 
unparaleelled defection : Of his being ſent with other worthy 
Miniſters , by the General Aſſembly , to the famous Synod at 


London ; where , during the time of his aboad , he published ſe- 


verall pieces2 In a word of his unparaleelled painfullneſs, & 
Holy Zeal 1n being about his Maſter's butineſs ; ſo that he ſeem- 
ed to pray Conſtantly , to preach conſtantly , to' catechiſe 
conſtantly, to be till in viſtting the ſick, in exhorting from 
houſe to houſe, to teack as much in the ſchooles, & ſpend as 
much time with the young men,as if he had been ſequeſtrat from 
all the world beſids; & withall, to write as much , as if he had 
been conſtantly shut up in his cloſet [ ſufficient proof where- 
of? hath been given tothe world , by the many pieceshe uy 

puble 


- 
- 


published ; but the great bulk of -Manuſcripts-which' he hath 


left behinde him , & multlie buried with himſelf , will put this 


"| further out of doubt]. ſo that. one Mr Rutherfoord teemed 


to be many able godly men in one., or one , who was 
furniched with the grace , and abilities of many. It is 
not I ſay my preſent purpoſe ; to give. any particular ac- 
count to the world of theſe ; or of the many things he had 
to. wreſtle with , eſpecially towards the end of his dayes , & 
of his edifying death ; that may be done herafter, by a more 


| dexterous hand , & skillfull pea , with much advantage & 


edification to the Church of God : Onely I may ſay , that if 
amongſt the heathens, Hercules was looked upon , as ſo far both 
above the applauſe of any ; who undertook to commend him , 
& beyond the reach of the obloquie & reproach of any , who 
had ſo falien out with his wits, as to derogat from his worth 
that it was a Probleme amongt{t them , whether he who under- 
took to praiſe him , or he wha vented any thing to his prejudice, 


*| did commit the greateft $o/zc:[me (though it was but Bel{uins gls- 


ria whereof he could boaſt) I ſuppole, with more reaſon, among 
them who know better to make the true paralleel betwixtthings 
that differ, & are more fit to judge of that, which is of true 
worth , & great price inthe ſight of God , I should ſeem more 
ridiculous to ſay much to the advantage of the Author, whoſg 
praiſe | without the helpof my blunt pen] is in ill the Churches 
of Chriſt; whoſe manner of life , in all Godlineſs & holy cons 
verſation , rendered him dear to the lovers of holineſs, & wha 
hath left his name fora bleſſing to the choſen of God: he was 
a true /ohn the Baptiſt indeed , zotys, wox, a voice in habit, 
geſture , & conyerſation - in a word , in his life, & at hig 
death , he obtained that mercy of the Lord, even when he 
faid nothing , to preach to all who bcheld his converſation 
( which was obſerved to be in heaven , while he conyerſed 
amongtt men] that their was nothing good ; but to draw near 
to. God: And now being got up above,. amongſt theſe pages 
of honour, who wait ypon the King's own perton , & having 
taken up his place amongſt the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect 
( after which this ſaint often panted & for which heprayed night 
& day) he doth by theſe Ep:t/es, which he hath left behinde him 
[ whercinthou wilt perceive how his ſoul was drawn forth in un» 
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ceflant longings after that whereof he is now poſſeſſed] cry 
aloud to you his companions, the ſaintsthat are in the world , toi 
come up hither -& ſee, that , which cannot be ſeen while'ye are 
there; that, which is onely worth the ſeeing , that , which ifit 
were known, would make vou quarrel with death for-delaying 
to shut your eyes upon other objects : Leave the dark world 
( doth he ſay) & come up hither* to- this bleſſed land of light ; | 
where all our childish thoughts of God are gone, & evanished 
in this noon-day>vifion, where the underſtanding is fully illu- 
mminat, & there 1s no cloud to be-night or eclipſe the ſoul in it's 
uptakings of God, where the will hath a througn compliance |, 
with, & aperfe& complacencie in the wilof God , where the Þ 
8ffeFions doe eternally run in a ſtraight line towards him , & are 


for eyer put beyond hazard of diverting towards any other fp; 


thing , or of being enamoured with any other object. Though 
I have no purpoſe, to infiſt on the particulars of his life , or 
death I ſay, yet before I cloſe this ſe&tion , there are two things 
which I cannot, Iought not , forall the haſte, to conceal oret 
paſs without 2 remarke, becauſe one was looked upon by many; 
as a thing very obſeryable, & the other , will I know , be taken 
| Notice of,& welcomed by all the people of God: The firſt relats' to 
| thetime when this, faithfull labourer was removed to his reſt 
| which was the night following that' darke, & diſmall day, 
| wherein the 4# Reſtiſſerie was palt ; the Lord thereby shewing 
a ſpecial piece of indulgence to his ſervant, in not adding grief 
to his ſorrow, but hiding it from theſe eyes, which had accous- 
ftomed them ſelves to trickle down without intermiſſion , both 
for what heſaw , & what he foreſaw : Since the Parliament of 
Scotland, ſo ſolemnly engaged to God , would at once burſt 
all theſe bonds, &' caſt away theſe Cords from them ,, which 
were neither our bondage nor our burden , but the badge of that 
glorious liberty , Whereinto witha ſtrong hand he had vindicat 
us': & upon the matter, they would needs ſay to the God, 
whoſe ſworne ſubjects & ſervants they were, be gone frommw 
he would not let his faithfull ſervant (whoſe zeal to the work of 
God was ſuch , that if the report of this shamefull revolt had 
not killed him at the firſt hearing outright ; yet it alone 
without any other ſicknefſe , would have been more then 


enough, to haye brouguat down his kead with ſorrow to the 
2 ; grave. 


rave) ſee another fun ariſe upon that Land, out of which the 
ſun of righteouſneſs was banished by alaw: And alas! Who 
ould defire to dwell, where Chriſt may not reſide , with free- 
jom , honour, & ſafety ? Who, that prefers Jeruſalem to 
here chief joy, would love to out-live the departing of the 
plory ? Might not Jeſus Chriſt haveſaid to our Parliament , 


; or which of my good deeds 1sit, that ye ſtone me? HaveTE 


heen a wilderneſſe or land of drought unto you? Were ye 
not honouravie & ronowned among the Churches abroad,after 
ye became precious in my light? Did I not make your 
adverſaries ſenſible , that he who touched you , touched the 
ayple of mine eye, ſolang as ye were'ſtedfaſt in my Covenant ; & 
yen after ye had left your firſt love, & declined from the inte- 
ority of your eſpouſalls, TI onely viſited this tranſgreſſion with 
the rod , & this iniquity with ſtrips; nevertheleſs, my 
loving kindneſs dil I not utterly take from you, nor ſuffered 
I my faithful neſs to fail: though I punished you 'as a Narron , 
I dwelt amongſt you asa Charch; & I did not remove your 
teachers into corners, but your eyes did ſee theſe, & ye did 
ſtill hear the joyfull ſound, &, wit all that had been to little , 
Igave you the defire of your heart, reſtored you to your c1vi! 
liberties, Which ye had finned away, & ſet you down in afree 
Parhament : And doe ye thus requit me ? What, is this my 
entertainment, where { was once crowned & cryed up for a 
King? What aſtrange & aſtonishing change 'is this, that the 
very perſons who ſwore unto me the Oath of alleaganie, & did 
fing in my company , ſpreading their garments in the way with 
shouting , are now erying , Crucife him, Cracifie him ? Shall L 
not have whereupon tolay my head, except it be on a cold ſtone 
ina priſon , amongſt a people, who after a moſt ſolemne man- 
ner, had given themſelves away unto me? Can theſe bethe 
very men, who with handslifted up to heaven , did fo often, 
& ſo ſolemnly ſwear, before my farher, & before his holy 
Angels, & in the fight of all the Nations, that they would be 
mine : and that Ishould have their lives & fortuns at my dif- 
poſal? Ts it poſlible that theſe are the men, who carryed , as 
they would have pluckt out theiri yery eyes, & given them unto 
me, who now plata crown of thornes & put upon my head? Is 
this the Nation & Parliament » Who Twore that they would _ 
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the Lord their God, & that according to the Paterne chews; 
them in the mqunt, & boynd their ſoul to his qbedience by 


2n Oath, and as they should anſwer tohim , or expect a com- 


fortable appearance before the judge of quick and dead? Are 
they [might he ſay] the very ſame perſons , or is it another ge. 
neration, who haye not heard of that ſalemne tranſaction bet wixt 
me & the Nation, who have uſed me worſe then the very Gad: 
rens? though theſe were void of religion; yet they had ſo muc| 
Civility , as to complement me out of their coaſts, & pray me ty 
be gone, without committing any other AQ of hoſtility againl 
Ie , or beating me out of their borders with tuck of drum ; but 
now ,s$hallit be by a law,ſ{edition , & treaſon, to aſſert any obligs 
tion to me, from all theſe Oaths? Shall it be a Note of incapacity 
for any place of truſt in Church or State, to ſay , that the land 
under the Oarh of God , & that no power on earth can looſe 
themſelves, or make void that obligation as to others; nay, 
that the formal abjuring of thefe engagments to me , shall be, 
if not the unum neceſſarum ; yet the ſine quo non , te qualify 
2 man , for any publike employment: Ah! Scotland by deal: 
Ing thus with thy Convenanted God , what haſt thou done! 
may not God who was thy own Godexpoſtulat with thee , as he 
did with that people Jer, 2. 10, 11,12 Goe qbroad amongſt the 
Nations, turne overall Hiſtory ſacred , & profane : Call for 
the records of the nations, & ſee, if in theſe thou cauſt finde 
any who have dealt with their God , as thou haſt done? A pre- 
cedent thou mayelt poſſibly finde; but a paralleel in every re. 
ſpe& thqu canſt not : Thou art ſingular , & by thy {elf , in 
commitring theſe two evils (but ſuch two, as are comprehenſive 
of all others; ſuch two, as a third is not poſſible) departing from 
the living God, & digging tothy ſelf broken Ciſterns that can 
hold no water: Thou wilt finde what folly is in thrs | I wish 
jt be not too Jate]to pain thy ſelf in digging an empty Ciſterne 
& in forſaking the fountain of all conſolarion , & that a broke on 
too; as it hath nothing init, ſoit can hold ncthing if it had it; 
is not this to commit two ſuch evils as makes a ſoul or nation 
truely miſerable; And yet this haſt thou done: O ! may not 
the heavens be aſtonished & horribly afraid at this requital we 
have given unto Jeſus Chriſt? yea; we were ſo bent to back- 
fliding , & ſo haſty & head-ſtrong in departing from him , that 
CEE Es ns we 
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we ſcemed to hayeloſt, togither with our loyalty to the ſon of 
God , all reſpe& to our own reputation | as it often falls out , 
that men loſe the better part of their reaſon , togither with their 
religion: He who Lets goe the one, does ſeldome retain the 
other ] for by that very wvore(neverto be mentioned, without 

x} tears and dereſtation ) whereby Chriſt was robbed of his 
prerogative, they did{befides their defigne) diveſt themſel- 
ves of their own priviledges , & while they un-king him , whom 
God hath made King in Zion, f or doe that whichhe will-ac+ 
count {o ] they un-Parliament themſelves | D:rum omen to them , 
& it may be , atoken for good tothe Nation | I nothing doubt , 
192} but ſome of the moſt ſagacious amongſt them ſaw this then 
ty} (though the generality without conlidering either the ditch 

they were digging for themſelves, by what they did; or the 
danger that would follow upon their falling into it , ſuffered 
themſelyes to be carryed down with the current, & did run as 
they were driven) or they have had time enough tince, to 
think , in what capacity they could fit, & a&, after that Fore ; 
for all lawes being then repealed , which did exautorat the Pre- 
lats : & 1ncapacitat them for fitting, as one of the Eſtars in 
Parliament , & theſe laws then , onely being in force, which 
made them an integrall & eflentiall part of the high court of 
Pxrliament, the third Eſtate was wanting , while they wer away; 
without which the other two were not in Capacity to Ac as 
a Parliament; & if ſo, they may attheir own leiſure conſider , 
ef whether , the precious blood that they did shed after that Yote , 
» infÞ}- before the cloſe of that ſeflion , may not be required at their 
alive} hands as -- they would doe well, to think what they would 
ron anſver before men , if the queſtion were asked, quo warranto 
canſ} did ye shed this blood ? It may be, they would finde themſelves 

wich further to ſeek , as to what to ſay for ſatisfying any, then they 
ern found theie worthies in anſwering all the accuſations of their 
6 onfl accuſers ; But what shall I ſay ? It were more fit, to weepover- 
 it;Þ this, then to writeit, & to cry unto him , againſt whom this is 
tion} done , ut thou refrain thy ſeif fer theſe things O Lord? Wile 
not} thou hold thy peace © affliit us very fore? Alas we made {ſuch haſte, 
well topull down that beautifull houſe, wherein we & our fathers 
ck-} had praiſed him, & to overtprne the very ſoundations of the 
hat duwvcliing place of his name tc the ground ; that in our precipitae 
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tion to raze it, we have buried our ſelves under the rubbisin ; for 


red in the work of their own hands: & this till more come,should 
make the people of God Sing a Higgaion Selah. O ifall who have 
had a hand in it, would in time bethink themſelves ! Sure,in that 
refieCtion , it they were ſerious, they would ſmit on their thigh, 
& tay , Alas what have we aone? The ſecond thing rhat I have 
to acquaint the with, & wherein TI know (if thou be one of them, 
who take pleaſure in the duſt of Zion's demolished walls) thou 
w:lt have a ſpecial complacencie, is, that as his ſervant did with 
much ſorrow of ſoul foreſce , Scorland”s shamefull revolt (which 
is plain by the laſtletter in this book) ſo, his Lord & Maſter, put 


him {ſo far on this ſecrets,as to let him ſee a delivery to the church Fi 
on the other {ide of it: Let us have but patience, there 1s a4 


P/x;a;te tor the ſaints & a ſong of praiſe for the moſt high, 
afrer this ſtorme is over & ended : mourne we may & ought; 


but let us mourne in hope : for he is the Lord Fehowah who | 


will haſten it in his times Which as it cannot be antidated 

by us, 1o itshall not lie in the power of all that oppoſe 

themſelves to poſtpone it : And to that purpoſe, belſids 

waat thun mayeſt ſee in the laſt letter of this book, TI shall 

ſer down ſfome of his @wn words without either comment, 

alteration, or addition, Upon the laſt of Februvary 166: : 

Which was abouta moneth before he died, at the clote of a 

large Te/7:907:y he gave to the work of Reformation : 'T heſe 
were his words (after he had been ſpeaking of ſuffering for 
Chrift, ) lefed ſoul (ſaid he) who lowes not ku life to death; foron 

ſuch vejts the ſprrit of Glory & of God , 1 Pet. 4: 14. Butwe 
cannot ſay, butthis ts @ doy of darineſs, & aday of blaſphemy, 
& rebuhe: The Lord hath covercd himſelf with a cloud in his 
anger : we looked for peace but beholy evil , our ſouls refoyced 
when his Majeſty did ſware the Covenant of God , & put thereto his 
ſeal &+ ſubſcriprion , & after confirmed it by his royall promiſe , ſo, 
that the ſubjets minde bleſſed the Lord, & reſted upon the healing 
word of © Prince ; but now Alas | The contrary # en atted by 
law , the carved work broken down , Ordinances defaced , 
fo that we are brought to the former bondage , &r Chaos of 
Prelaticall confuſians , & Anarchy : And the royal prerogative 
Aueto Chrift , pulled off bu head :- we haws ſten aajes of Frags & 
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they are blinde who doe not ſee the me who have done this, ſnar. Yi 
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have juſt cauſe to fear we be made tovead , Or eat that book , wherein 
is written 3 Lamentatun., mourning , & woe ; but we are 


Br believe; that Chrilt-will not ſo depart from the land, but a rem- 


nant Shall be ſaved, and he shall reigne a viftorious conquering 
king to the ends of the earth. O! That there were Nations , Kin- 
reds, tougnes , & all rhe people of ChriſPs habitable world , encona 
afſing his throne with cryes , & tears for the ſpirit of ſupplication , 
iromiſed to be poured upon the inhabitants of Fudah , for that effetF. 


SThus he cloſed his Teſtimony : I $hall onely adde another 


paſſage to this purpoſe : About two hours & an half before he 
was removed : Amongſt other things he ſpake , which did 
relich of heaven, & refreshed the ſouls of all that heard them , 


he had this expreſſion: IT dee no wayes doubt of it , but Chriſt w:ll 
ariſe & wound hu enemys mm their loms : This was onely taken, 


but the'obſerver ſaith , he had many to the ſame purpoſe, Now 
this was that very night, wherein the eZ# reſ:orie was paſt 2 


| FAs if God who had taken notice of ſuch an high affront done to . 


him , would let his dying ſervant know , to the end he might 
communicat it to others , that he would not onely repeal that 
AQ, but that he would reſcinde the reſcinders : A wound in 
the loins , when the blow 1s given by the hand of him, whois 
God Almighty mutt prove mortall; If he wound them there , 
they moſt fall, though they were ſtronger then lions ; for who 
may land before him , when once he is angri? The men of might 
will not finde their hands , when the party they engage with , 1s 
the omnipotent God : When men are become ſo high , that 
they aretoo hard a party for?any on earth to deal with, if their 
way be contrary to' him, then they fall direaly 1n his hand, 
to-deale with them ;' &- it is a fearfull thing to fall into the hands 
if the living God: Heisſuchaparty , as thou canſt neither fight 
nor flees Oh Scotland , Scotland , if thou wouldeſt yet think 
onthy way & remember this, before he come to enter rhe liſts 
with thee , who quickly puts his enemies out of a poſture of de- 
fence! O, if thou would yet kneel before him , whom God 
had made King in Zion , & kifle the ſon leſt he be angry ! For 
if he be angry thou muſt perish, & there is no way to prevent 
this, but to remember from whence thou art fallen & repent & doe 
the firſt works. 

As for the letters themſelyes , I shall not offzr to commend 
| LIem » 


thenr's: they had letters at recommendation- deeply engraven oy 
the hearts of all who have ſeen them, &can favour the thing] 
thatare of God; this they had I ſay ,. amongſt them who hay, 
their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern good & evil, long before the 
were madethys publike in the world ; ſo they need not my come 
mendation , nor will the detraction of any, who have a mind: 
far that, blaſt their repur; -as they are above the one, ſothey 
diipiſe the other ; but ſure I am , this may beſaid , if thou haſt an Þ= 
acquaintance with the {weet breathings of the ſpirit of God , if! 
thou haſt ever ſeen by taſting how good he is, or haſt found what mn 
foul-anguish doth follow upon-the hiding of his face from 1 
perion , who hath placed his fatisfaftion ſo entirly in the light olfff 
his countenance lifted up upon the ſoul, .that the man cannatſþ 
enjoy himſelf, when he doth not en juy. him , but carries as one 
deprived of all that, which madelife more.defirable then dearh ;Þ#« 
1fthou be ſuch I ſay , then thou wilt finde ſom what here to take 
thee: here thou wilt perceive both theſe conditions ſet before 
thine eye, & Examplified in an eminent faint : thou wilt both 
ftinde what a heaven the ſaints have , or is to be had in this {ide of 
glory, &how,as a ſenſible preſence maks them forget all their ſor-F 
rowes,10, a felt abſence doth imbitter al their other enjoyments, 
In Generall I may fay this of theſe Epiſtles [ & it may be after 
thou haſt peruſed them , thou wilt ſealit} thar thou haſt man 
volumes wrapt up together .in a.few. words, a great foul shut" 
up ina little body , much of the marrow of real religion , in«M 
cloſcd in every line : It thou be onely taken & delighted with ob. 
Rruſe & high-Qown notions, which have nota native connexion 
with inflaming the heart, with love to God ; but are rathet}: 
the Ignis fatuus of theage, being for. the moſt. part, ſmoak ſor 
light, or at beſt, a dime flash, riſing out of the darkned ſj 
underſtanding of men, Whoſe light ,, till they be illuminat 
krom above; as It ariſes out ofa darke dungeon; ſo, it leads 
to deſtruction, & in ſtead of direfting the man who followes it, 
to aplace of re{t, itleads him to the pit, & leayes hina there to | 
perish If thou be taken,I ſay with ſuch kinde of ſtuffe; I shall not fur 
bide thee,butiknow thou wilt goe elſe where:but if thou be one, 
wholoyes not to feed upon ashis, & haſt no minde to fill thy 
belly with that caſt winde, which in ſtead of nourishment , prox 
dyceth nothing but much torment in the inward parts, I know 
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hot wilt welcome this piece , as that which hath both meat & 
Wnedicine for thy ſoul in it - Here thou wilt meet with one 

armed with the love of God , shitting & reflefing heart upon all 
hat are about him , letting thee know from his own experience, 
what 1s to be found ina fellowship with God , & deſirous of noth- 
ng ſo much , as that thou & others may-share with him in that 
amelove, which is better then life , & be partakers of that ſame 
llefſednes, which made him beoaft of God all the day & blefſe 
him ſelf in his afflicted lot - He would haye thee taſte of that , 
hich made him cheerfull under the croſs,& put him in caſe,not 
pnely to look, but to laugh all his froubles out of contenance : And 
wif thou wilt bat converſe with him a little , it may be, thou finde 
 oneffithy beart burne within the while thou talkeft with this warme 
foul, whoſe words feem as they dtop, to caſt fire in the affec- 
tons, & ſet the heart in a flames The Author in his other writ- 
tings (which have alwayes a ſpecial tincture of holyneſs; for 
even in following the moſt obttruſe notion , & apparently re- 
Emot from practice , thou wilt ſtill perceive him fpirore ſanFit ic 
Mm) he is much above many men ; but in theſe {how low ſo- 
Fever at the firſt look they may appear) he 1s above himſelf, 
Wbeing often , either as a man elcvate aboye the pitch of mortali- 
any > & caught up allreday into the RuJre of Angels, or as an 
hutAngel come down arzongſt men, shewing the inhabrtans of 
in- #15 lower world, ſom what of that , which will be ſti}[a great 
ob. Wfcret , while weare here, to wit , what a life they live , who ſee 
ion (00d as he is, & enjoy him, 
theft: For the ſubject matter thou wilt meet with in theſe Epiſtles , 
- ſor] 5hall not fay much , there is a {weet & pleaſant variety of 
ned purpoſe to be found 1n them , whereof thon canſt onely expect 2 
nat {juſt account by a peruſall of the whole; but moſtly thou wilt fin- 
ads YE theſe things inſiſted upon. 1, What high ſpring- tides of joy 
Sit, & conſolation , did fill & everftow the ſoul of this tufferer, ſo, 
eto ff ſometimes ye have him expreſſing himſelf as pained with a 
not Ffurcharge of love f O rare & bleſſed diſeaſe] & having nothing 
ne, iflletoſeek, there are carneſt longings, after a more capacious 
thy foul, to contain more of that inlſinit Ocean, which hath 
ro- Fneither brime nor bottome : This 1sthe gain of one who can 
ſuffer the loſs of all things for Chriſt, This is the cool refres- 
Ingshade that they finde in the furnace; - which not onely _ 

| tas 


the fire of afflition' from ſcorching them', 'or conſuming they 
into ashes; but maks it a more deſirable lot , then what othe 
account the beit of lives: the ſoul amidft theſe flames bein 
admitted to ſuch a neerneſs with God, as cauſeth joy to overfloy 
all it's banks, & perfumes the heart with delight, is ſo f; 
from complaining , becauſe of the fiery triall, that the croſg« 
Chriſt is more deſirable to ir, then a crown : and ſince it is there, 
where nex to heaven , his people en joy moſt of hinitelf, it mak 
them ſing {ſweetly amidſt all the outward ſorrowes that befal 
them,& puts them in caſe to command a conſort of Muſick with 
in, whileothers in their fools paradiſe, laugh as they liſt , hay 
ſadneſs at their heart , & finde themſelves perrced through with 
many ſorrowes. 2. Ye have ſometimes a felt emptineſs (fo 
this full feaſt , is not, or cannot be the ordinary diet , it may wel 
be the extraordinary diſert of the people of God, whilethg 
walk by faith & not by ſight ; the conſtancy of that joy , aſwel 
as the fullneſs of it, 1s reſerved for the chamber of preſence , ny 
ſaint how eminent ſoever, even in ſuffecing for Chriſt , can 
expect , that all tears shall be wiped from his eyes , till he 
come to thar land , where allthe inhabitants have ever 1aſting 
107 upon their heads, and where he will be put beyond hazard 
of ſinning , aſwell as without the reach of ſuffering ) there 
is ſomtimes a felt emptineſs I ſay , . that caſts into a ſeye 
of defires : That river of God that is full of water: 
which did overflow & refresh the ſoul, running again into tha 
ſea whence it came ; & in this low ebbe, ye ſee how the patient, 
15s pained with abſence; & what apanting there is for a ſenfibl: 
preſence ; the ſou] as it werc is evapourate in ſuch wishes a 
theſe, O when wiltthou come unto me! Or, O when shal 
I come & appear before thea, & beputonce forall, & fore-ſ.. 
ver beyond the fear. of the arifing of any cloud to eclipſe the;;: 
light of thy countenance ! The foul in this abſence, 1sſcorch- 
ed with the fever & flame of burning deſires; but to keep itfrom 
being burnt up , there is. hope, this holds the foul in life that 
it expire not; this ſaves from ſ{wooning & perſerves from fink 
ing into deſpondency : And though while hope is deferred , rhe 


heart be ſick; yet there 1s eaſe in this very pain,for an unerring ex-},. 


pettation of a future good , yeelds a preſent eaſe to the expectant, 


& maks the man giye himſelf the Check thus, why-art thou” 


Cal, 


« 
Kcaft down O my ſoul ? This ſickneſs was never yet unto death , 
© but ever to the glory of God, therefore hope thou in him, 
for I shall yet praiſe him: In a word that which 1s princi- 
pally inſiſted upon, in theſe short ſummaries ofa communion 
with God, is this on the one hand , how a hungry & longing {oul 
is filled & teaſted with the Conſolations of God , & when in that 
poſture , how pufled & non-plus*d , as to what to think, or ſay. 
of God : It knowes not what to doe, or how to lay out it {elf 
for him ; the ſatisfaQtionthat it hath in him , & the obligation it 
ſees it ſelfunder to him , making it look one very thing it doth 
ke for him , ſayeth or thinkethof him , with a kinde of regrate & 
holy diſſatisfaftion :; It doth not pleaſe it ſelf in plealing him , 
& though he accept what love offers, yet love deſ{:derats fo much 
in the offering , that it preſents all with a blush : & ſuitable to 
this amiable & orderly confuſion of ſpirit , it's greateſt Oratory 
& Eloquence , 1s, a kinde of abrupt, conciſe , & broken d11- 
courſe ; It is moſt deftreous to ſpeake, but not knowing what 
tofay , which is not unworthy of him, it falls into filent admi= 
Il þ-0 ration , & yet ſomething it mult {ay ; wherein though, it doe 
not pleaſe it {elf ; yer it maks good ſenſe before him , & 1s a moſt 
pleatent melody in his ears; it's then, when he ſeems to be fo 
taken with that, wherein the foul finds ſo many failings & de- 
tects, that he {ays ſpeak on , let me ſee that blushing countenan= 
ce, let me hear thy voice ; for ſweet is thy voice & thy countenance 
ha” comely. And truely thou mayelt perceive much of rhis kinde 

"Fof diſcourſe in theſe Epiſtles, whereto the holy writter was ſo 
babituat in theſe ſoliloquies with God , which were ordinary to 
him in his retirement, thar his pen , & preaching , did ever after 
keep the tinure, & had the relish of that: For while many prea- - 
ched notions , & ſome ſpake becauſe they believed; he was pers 
he ceived oftimes, not {o much to ſpeake as belicving ; as ſeeing : 

*BHis being ſolong in the mount with God , made his face toshine 
ſever thereatter iri his publike appearances : And there was ſome 
peculiar {ſweetneſs in his Phraſe [eſpecially in crying up, and 
commending the love of Chriſt: In mentioning the joy of the 
Holy Ghoſt , or the Glory of the life to come] beyond what 
was to befound , even with other holy men : Neither was it 
amonglt the dry School-men, nor at Areſtotle his feet (though 
hoy fre were few in the age, ſo well aquaint with either) _ he 
Ear» 
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learned tliis, Nay, nay, flesh and blood did not , could ndffl*. 
reveale it unto him , he was a ſtudent above the clouds , & there: 
it was, Where he learned theſe M:rapbyſcks, This 1 tay is theft: 
thing upon the one hand which is inſiſted upon , &.on the other... 
thou.hait the ſad condition of a ſoul deprived of theſe {weet in 
Joyments - He who was juſt now taken in to the banquettinpi 
houte ; & had the banner of love for his catiopy , bath thai 


ſpiced wine which his ſoul was drinking with delight , ſnatchtF. 


out of his hand , & fis panting for a drop of the rivers of hit 
pleaſure , wherein not long agoe he was bathing himſelf: 
Where upon followes a night of torrow in the ſoul; becatiſe the 


ſun that did illuminat & warme it , with his rayes » is ſet: E 


Then , as if. the foul would break forth at many paſlages to. 
gither , for haſt to be after him , who hath withdrawn hirſelf, 


It runs out at the eyes in tears, & at the mouth in complaints: 


becauſe of his abſence yet faith ſets downe the fainter , upoi 
the brink of theriyer , & puts him under an'arreſt (that he run 
not away) till the fea flow again : And defire maks him look 
out with a watery eye as impatient of delay , the inward 
Echo of the heart, in the mean time , being ſtill this , how long 
wilt thou hide thy face fromme ? How long ? & while he is in 

this poſture, ye would not know him to be the man , thata; 


few: minuts fince he was & a few minuts hence he may & wilſſſ... 


be: & no wonder, fince that is wanting & away , which w: 
the health of his countenance , that he look pale : As the weeping 
man's eye , being blinded with water , cannot take up ob 
Jes as they are , eſpecially if they be at any diſtance; fo jj; 
have this holy man in theſe heavy hours , venting his je 
' loufies , & betauſe of withdrawing , giving way to his ſor 
row: Now, as the joy of injoying God , is by the former, 
made clear to be of all the greateſt (for under theſe full mant: 
feſtations, the ſoul may be tranſported to ſuch an extaſy of de- 
light, that for the time , whether in the body , or out of the 
body , the man knowes not) ſo, the ſorrow for being deprived 
of that , (the giver ſecing it neceſſary , to withold & ſuſpend, 
theſe manifeſtations, knowing that heavineſs for a ſcaſol 
through manifold temptations , 1s fit for theſe , who are ſons dF; 


'  Eonſvlation & who $hall have a few dayes hence , an everlaſting 


year of Jubile) is, of all ſorzowes ſeen to bee the ſoreſt & a | 
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This: is ſoul anguish;, & fv leſt of any ſupportable : becauſe it 
no naks the very ſpirit, which. it it were ſound would ſuſtain a 
Knan's infirmities, ſink under it : While it is thus with him, ye 
+. . May perceive that his bed cannot comfort him, nor his couch eaſe 
". Mhis complaint: Andin this fever, there are fome expreſlicans 
. Wropped , whichafter the hight is over , he doth retract, asrash 
©, ﬀWunadviſed, & upon more mature deliberation, is made to ſays 
"Wis 045 29 infirmity : And: truely he who intendeth the adyans 
- Mage of the whole , ' in his way of dealing with every member 
"of that body , whereof heis head , hath excellently ordered this 
'{matter , that they who have! the fulleſt feaſts of joy , & are ad- 
"Fmitted to the neereſt fellowship upon earth , to. the end, that 
'Fpride may be hid from their eyes, have ordinarily the deepeſt 
Fdowncaſtings: Theſe warme hours & hot blenks of a ſenſible pre=. 
ſetice , are often followed with a sharpe showre & darke night of 
'Fbitter deſertion ; ſo that'it poor ſouls in reading theſe, ;should 
begin to think or ſay, Alas! We are ſparingly dealt with ; we 
are great ſtrangers to ſuch a favourit*s feaſts; let thern conſider 
"alſo (befids that he was an Ambaſlidour now in bonds ; & ſo-his 
- Maſter allowed liberally. upon him) that their -ſoul-anguish is 
short of his , & ſo, if they conſider his condition-well , they will 
ſee, that though he had'much yer he had. nothing over ; &: if 
they take notice. of the niercy that is in their own, they. will 
. perceive alſo, . that though they have little yet they have no 

. "Mack ; for he abounds towards his, in all wisdome & prudence. 
There is a third condition ſpoken frequently to in theſe Epiſt= 
" Mlesalſo , which lies in the middle betwixt theſe two: And that 
is, ſuch a communion with God , as conſiſts in the ſouls 
"being well pleaſed with him & being moſt defierous to pleaſe 
him in all things , abſtracting from theſe extraordinary tranſ= 
'Eports of joy upon the one hand , & free likewiſe of theſe deep 
down caſtings upon the other : And this is the more ordinary 
'Yway of the ſaints, whoſe dayly exerciſe it is , to come & 
. fake out their direQtions from their Maſter , & endeavour to 
walk according to theſe , both as men who are till under 
Ftheir Maſters eye & as theſe who muſt give an account of them- 
cfelves to him : In which ſervice , they want not their own ſweet, 
- .Wpeace ; for the way wherein they walk: is a way of pleaſant- 
Cs ; & all theſe paths: are peace ; though it be not ſuch an 
|| Fn * . Gyer= 


evcrflowing peace » as amounts to a Joy unſpeakable & full o 


glory ; ſofull joy is nothing elſe , but peace ſwelling without it 
ordinary channel & overflowing all it's banks : And on: the 
other hand , they want not their own checks & challenges, they 
are often before God with the tearin their eye, & knowes why 
itis, to ſigh becauſe of a body of death within them: Becauk 
of that law which is in their members warring againſt that lay 
which is in their minde, & bringing them into Captivity tothe 
law of ſin , which is in their members; yet this is short. of the 
ſorrow of ſome dear to him , whoare made to roar, by reaſa 
of the diſquietneſs of their heart & to cry out of the arrowes of th 
Almighty ſticking within them & the poiſon thereof drinkin 
up their ſpirit, ſothat while they ſuffer this , they are with wit 
Heman almoſt diftrafted, Theſe things I ſay , are mainly ir 
ſited-upon , which according to. an epiftolar method , lie ſcat 


tered in ſeverall parcells, up & down the book : In readinf 


Whereof, thou wilt eaſily perceive alſo , that though the whol 


of theſe Epiſtles may be of ſingular uſe for a Chriſtian in ever 
condition , yet a great many of them have a more ſpecial r6 
ference , both'to the comforts & the carriage of a Chriſtia 
under the Croſs (whether his affliction. be outward. trouble, 
or- inward ſoul-Exerciſe '& terrour ) where he is moſt, fri 
queritly to be found : Which is all I liave to ſay ſor the matter. 


There are not a few in this generation I know , . who wil mak 


-it their buſincſs, & think it of their intereſt, to derogat: fron 
the eſteem which theſe Epiſtles doe juſtly challenge. , & wil 
readily get, from all who know how to-priſe things accordin 
to their worth; as knowing very well , that what reſpe&'thel 
"get & gain amongſt readers, they loſe ; though I may truej 


ſay , & they will at laſt finde it ſo, that if they get the thin 


"they ſeek by this artifice, they loſe by that getting : ' & I'ma 
aſure my {elf alſo, if theſe cither finde thee a Chriftian or make 
thee ſuch , they-may well loſe by this labour any eſteem the 


"contempt of ſo ſpirituall matter; yet I know they wall ela 


- tion of the ſame thing ;' though it-may be , they are not i 
diſpleaſed, that it is ſaid often , as that it ſaidat all ; or if ths 


It: Firſt , ſomwhat to this purpoſe may be ſaid'& will Wh 
. ſuggeſted by them , that here is a needleſs and nauſeating repety 


- hadſt for them., but they will not proſylite thee , to their profane = 


r1t 


s 


Sec 


AY frequenency of it offend them , it is out of a fear , that what is 
often ſaid , - be once liſtined to, & at laſt learned, I grant that 
the ſame matter & purpoſe is diverſe times touched & inſiſted 
upon ; But confider 1. that this is to diverſe perſons , & is 
there either reaſon or religion in it, to enyy him the Liberty of 
telling all the featers of God , to whom he writs , what was 
done for his ſoul , or the people of God , the advantage of that 
elation? Was is not for the edification of the Church , thas 
ll who had heard of his perſecution for the Goſpel , should 
ear alſo, that the world , doe there worſt , cannot make a 


""Sſufferer truely miſerable , while God maks him happy in a com« 


"ſmunion with himſelf : The heat of perſecution may dry up , 
- "Yor imbitter all the nether ſprings , but then the ſoul hath free ace 
efle to the upper , & isadmitted to drink yea drink abundantly 
Hof theſe rivers of his pleaſure: This is the ſpiced wine he drinks, 
& the meat the gets to eat in ſecret , which the world knoweth 
zot of , & cannot take from him ; & having found how 
weet to the taſte this-bread of God, which comes down from 
eaven , is , he eannot forbeare to tell others, how he is 
alted ; to excite deſires in all to come & $hare with him in 
heſe dainties , & forbeare to ſurffet themſelyes with the world's 
"Pcceitfull meat 2. conſider , that it is at diverſe times, & ſu= 
Wely - he finding the conſolations of God new every morning , 
k abounding every moment , it had been a peeceof baſe ingra- 
"Witude in him ; to have made mention of that but once , which 
” {pod had given him often. 3. Conſider, though the ſame mat- 
"ver be often mentioned ; yet it is moſtly with a ſweet & taking 
Faricty of phraſe ; he brings forth the old & new togither , nay, 
"Fhere is ever ſo much new in it , as may contribute to kindle 
bihew deſires in the, in order to the ſatisfaftion of thy own ſoul, 
ſeek what he found, & when thou haſt fallen upon that, & 
filled with it , thy practice 1n telling it over te others, will, 
mithout doubt , have ſuch a coincidency with his, as will ju« 
"ily what he hath done, & thou wilt then judge, that an apo= 
ogy for publiching & frequent proclaming the goodneſs of 
Wc Lord in the land of the living is either wholly tuperfluous, 


-F-.Þr it doeth ſuppoſe the reader not be a Chriſtian , at leaſt in 


D Secondly fomtiing will be ſaid by malicious mutteres, (I 
T- * 3 know) 


Ji 


know) againft the apparent courſeneſs of ſome phraſes , ani 
commonneſs of ſome words made uſe of by the Author ; wh 
all alongſt ſets himſelf, to make uſe of the moſt ordinary ex 
preſſions, which are in uſe among the common ſort of people 
| Something I ſay , of this kinde may probably be belched forth 
by this carping, criticizing , profane , & prejudicat age; Bu 

If they would remember, what was ſaid (by men much mor 

knowing then themſelves, & more able to diſcerne what ought 

to beſpoken , both as to matter & words) to the commend 

tion of Plautus, who made uſe of the moſt common words thy 

were inuſe, amongſt the moſt common ſort of people in Rome 

Si ipſe Muſe loquerentur ore Plautino uterentur ; they woul 
ſee reaſon , rather to commend a dexterous making uſe of com 

mon phraſes, in writing to people of no extraordinary capacit) 

then take, becauſe of this, any occaſion to quarrel at , or ch 
down , that which is ſo uſefull & excellent : And if in th: ele 

Opinion of men faithfull & famous in their generation , he be thi 

beſt preacher to a people (and conſequently writter too) 2x 

quam manxime trivialiter , pueriliter , populariter docet', as ti 

words , & phraſes; TI ſee no great reaſon ſuch have to carpe 

or neceflity I haye to make an Apology : But their is ſufficient 
to be ſaid , if not for filencing of bablers , whoſe tongut 
hath moe dimenſions tnen their reaſon ( which maks it not 
worth the while to take notice of their barking) yet for fati 
fying of the more ſober minded; Firſt , Confider that thi 

diſciple learned at his Maſter , both ſo to write & ſpeak , as no 
to hide his purpoſe in a cloud of new coined words: He con 

ſulted his own reputation ſo little , while he ſought his Maſter! 
Honour, that he would rather ſeem a Babley to them , wh 
minded nothing but words ; then a Barbzrian to the meaneſt 
who was taken with ſpiritual matter ; If Chriſs example , wid 
taught theſe high & heavenly mytteries of ſalvation , by plair 
& obvious {imilitudes , be not ſufficient to ſilence ſuch perſons 
who have habituat their tongue to drop ſatyrs againſt what | 
good , whether perſons or things ; yet it is enough to guar 
againſt the prejudice of what they take liberty to ſay, 2. Cong PE 
fider, that the moſt common word's & ordinary phraſes , 1 
uſe amonglt a people, may ; by the greateſt Oratour, be ver 
pertinently uſed , for illuſtrating & preſſing his purpoſe : Nay 
1k 
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inſome caſes, theſe have a ſpecial emphaſis , beyond what can 


EY be wrapt up, ina great many more compt words, & ſeemingly 


neat expreſſions, & then, they are ſo far from being a blemish 


Koa diſcourſe , that they ſeem to give a kinde of life , & adde a 


certain luſtreto the whole frame : & thou wilt finde 1t often fall 
out here , that the Author hath ſo happy a dexterity in making 


F the moſt common -(& ſomtimes contemptible) phraſe, with a 


gracefull ſweetneſs , ſubſeryient to his purpoſe, that let the grea» 
tet maſter of words, alter but one of theſe words, or change one 


M of thcſe expreſſions (which it they ſtood not there , might almoſt 
EF ſcem a Barbariſme) he marres what he undertooke to mend , & 


while he endeavours to correct the Author , he leaves himſelf to 
be put in amongſt the Errata. 3. Conſider that a great many of 


© the perſons to whom he wrote , were no ſchollers, nay , had ſa 


little acquaintance, With that , which paſſeth in the world for 
elegancy of ipeech, that he had as good have ſaid nothing at all 


Ftothem, as have made wlſe of any other words then what are pit- 
.N ched upon in exprefiing his purpoſe; & ſo his deligne being to 


make afteion , or to move it in the hearts of theſe ro whom he 
wrote , there was a neceſſity to ſuit his ſtile to their capacity z 


I which condeſcenſion in him , 1s yet managed with ſo much ſpt- 


rituall prudence & diſcretion, asit is without debaſing high mar= 
ter or giving the leaſt rational ground to mock at {piritual my- 
ſteries : Yea I may fay further , that there is ſo much majeſty in 


-F the ſtraine , as that the lownelſs of the ſtile is aboundantly thereby 


made up: And further, I might aske thee, if thou who maks 
the challenge doeſt pretend to be a Maſter of reaton , whether 


J he 1s the beſt Oratour , who can with theleaſt noiſe , caſt fire 


into the affetions of theſe to whom he ſpeaks or writs, & bring 
down the higheſt myſteries 1n religion , to the capacity of the 
meaneſt hearer & reader , or he who wraps up plain truths & 
obyious purpoſes, in ſuch an obſcurity of phraſe , & perplexing 
intricacy of words, as carrycs the matter quite beyond the reach 


ofa vulgar capacity : without making any other impreſlion upon 


the minde of the hearer , then that the man hath forgotten his 
meſſage, & while he ſeeks himſelf, flights his Maſter's buſineſs: 
It often creats alſo a ſuſpicion , that the writcr or ſpeaker either 
defires not to be underſtood ,. or, while he endeavoursto ſore too 
high aboye othess , that is he hath fallen into ſuch a confuſion , as 
F = FFF 2 he 
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he knowes not where to finde himſelf? & ifthou concede here; lou 
what with reaſon thou canfſt not deny , thou haſt granted all + 
gainſt thy ſelf, which I need ſeek, for putting thee to ſilence, 
4. Conlider, that though there be ſome here written to, d 
the greateſt quality in the Nation, & a great many others , who 
are eminent for their underſtanding & parts, aſwell as their 
grace; yet as theſe of the greateſt quality & parts, may reap ad- 
vantage , by whar hath been written to the meanelſt & moſt ob. 
ſcure perſon ! God in his providence led his ſervant to ſpeak to 
theſe of underſtanding & parts, ſo, that what was particularly 
intended for them , might be of ſpeciall uſe & advantage to every 
one : And thus all occaſion of carping is taken away ; unleſs, 
amonelt the reſt of the regularites of this time , Epiſcopall Anthe 
rity be interpoſed, to make us read & underſtand that axiome 
backward, bonum quo communins eo melius, Which if it be; [ 
have no more to ſay, but that it is of a peece with the reſt of 
their Reformation, I ſuppoſe by this time ; it may be thought, 
IT have ſaid too much upon this head , ſince it would ſeem 
that ſomething ought rather to be ſaid , for making many 
things in them plain that are myſterious & darke; then to ſay foff i 
much for taking off prejudice , becauſe of ſome common word; 
& expreſſions; but as to that, I shall not undertake it : For 
there are many things in them , onely intelligible by taſting: 
& he who wants that commentary , will never underſtand this 
text, I have no more to ſay, either for the one or the other, 
but if any diſlike them , he may let them alone ; for I intend to 
obtrude them upon none, who diſtatts them; yet I cannot for 
bear to adviſe even ſuch , ſo far to conſult their owne reputation, 
as , by ſpeaking againſt what the Author hath here written , not 
to diſcover that ſecret to the world , that they are perſons void of 
a gracivus principle , to whom the things that are of God are 
unſavoury: The wind of thy mouth, though accompani- 
cd with all the venome thou canſt yomit up, will not blaſt the 
Authors reputation , it will onely be a blazing of thy own shame, 
& then thou wilt ſee thy ſelf ſo unhappy, as to have hit the 
marke at which thou didſt not aime : For without doing bim 
any hurt, who is far above thy reach, thy tongue falls upon 
thy own head, & in ſtriking at one whom thou canſt not wound, 
thy ſword rebounds back upon thy ſelf, & ters into thine 
OWN 


ere , flown bowells! bat if thou cemaineſt a man of imperſwaſion , & 
all ſt fo much pleaſure in publiching thine own shame, LI 
ence annot help it , it is ſufficient for me, to have warned thee of thy 
hazard ; nor $hall I endeavour hence forth to deptive the world 
of their liberty (ſince thou wilt have it ſo) to look upon thee , 
according to the charatter which thou haſt given of thy ſelf, & 
that is, Deeft aliquidintws, to make theea man & a Chriſtian 9 
& ſince this brutish shape pleaſes thee, thou mayeſt goe cat graſle 
& let alone this bread , which is onely deſigned for Children $ 
larlBAnd fo I Ieave thee to make uſe of that liberty , of ſaying what 

 veryfithou pleaſes, which thou haſt now purchaſed with the loſs of 
leſs, thy own reputation. 

nth If any think, it had been more convenient, to have con- 
ome cealed the-names of theſe to whom the Author wrote , for ſome 
©; Ifreaſons obvious, in regard of the preſent Lamentable poſture 

ft of of affairs ( when it is almoſt ſufficent , to make a man guilty , 

ght, that ever he was really zealous for God) I have onely this to 
cemP8 ſay for my ſelf , that I detigned their honour & not their preju- 
1anyÞ dice nor hurt in: prefixing their names ; Neither can 1 well 
yy lo imagine (what ever others may apprehend) what prejudice 
ord they can ſuſtain , by this; fince none, or very few of them , 
Forff come from the Author, as returns to any thing they had writ- 
ng: ten to him; & there heing no law , either diſcharging him to 
this write, or any perſons to receive his letters, there can be no 
her, ff tranſgreſſion upon their part, & ſo nothing to ground a pre- 
d toff judice, or found a rational plea againſt them : And much leſs 
for Þ in that their names are prefixed ; or if there be any thing in this 
100, blame worthy , I alone am in the tranſgreſſion , who have 
not | done it without conſulting themſelves , or asking their con- 
dofff ſent; yet in order to the ſatisfaction of any , who may be offen- 
are I ded at what is done, I have this to ſay for my ſelf further , that 
ni-E I was induced to it, firſt; that thereby it might appear theſe 
the Þ were indeed the very Letters > which that fait hfull ſufferer & 
ne, | witneſs of Jeſus Chrift wrote (though there is ſufficent in the 
the ſtile & ſtraine to put this beyond debat) & no forgeries 2. many 
Im ff of theſe worthy perſons being removed (whereby the Church of 
Pon Þ of God is at a ſeen & ſad loſs, 1n that she is deprived of ſo many , 
nd, who would have weeped & made ſupplication on her behalte in 


inc} this day of her diſtreſs , when not a few of her friends have dealt 
| | 2% * * 4 trea-. 
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treacherouſly with her , & are become her enemies) their Pu 
Rerity might think themſelves wronged , if I should have de. 
prived their worthy Predeceflors , by ſuppreſſing their name 
& ſmothering their affeftion to the work of God , of the ho- 
nour , of making their faithfullneſs known to the world: And 
truely , I judged it the leaft that was due, to the memory fff 
theſe , who ought to be had in everlaſting remembrance , to 
ercct this poor monument over their grave , whereby they may 
live amongſt the poſterity , when they are gone , as perſons who 
obtained mercy of the Lord , to be faithfull in their generation: 
& that when the account of ſuch comes to be taken , it may be 
Jaid, this & that man was borne there. 3. I did it to entourage 
the poiterity of ſuch , to be followers of the faith & patience of 
their worthy progenitors , and that they may .not -, without 
shame & horrour think of declining , or turning aſide, either 
to the right or left hand , from the way of theſe dear relations, 
who by following the Lord fully, inaneviltime, left them a 
noble Paterne , worthy of imitation. 4. As for ſuch who are 
yetalive; I hope they will think , that God by this Providence, 
ys making a honourable mention ' of their fidelity before the 
nations, & is remembring for them , the Love of their eſpoy- 
Jals, when they went after him; thereby to ingage them, to 
cleave more cloſely , & adhere more firmely to him , with full 
purpoſe of heart , when the generality have gadded about to 
change their way, & many of his profeſſed diſciples have gone 
back , & are like to walk no more with him : And upon the 
other hand , God will have thisto be a witneſs before the world, 
againſt any of them , who shall depart from the good way of 
the Lord , & be offended in him,, becauſe of perſecution : 1 
hope what ever hazard threaten theſe who abide in Chriſts com- 
pany ,: that they will never forſake him , nor give him cauſe to 
ſay . what iniquity have ye fornd in me , that ye are gone far fron 
me ? Butifitshould prove other wiſe, they may be ſure , that 
he whoſe ſoul hath nopleauſure in any man that draws back, & 
hate the work of ſuch as turne alide,, will count himſelf ingaged 
in apeculiar way , to lead them forth with the workers of iniqui» 
ty; but we hope for better things of them all , thoughwe thus 
ſpeak:if none of theſe reaſonswhich moved metodoe this be ftrong 
Enough, then let it be judged my weakneſs, for it 1s more fit, that 

"_ ES oy be I'should 


«E1zhould paſs in the = ſuch ( which 1s no great miſtake 
«then theſe honourable & worthy perſons ; should ſuffer any 
Iprejudice , bya deed whereto they had not the leaſt acceſſion. 


Reader , much pains hath been taken , in colle&ing theſe ' 
together , that they might be in the hands of many (a thing 
greatly deſired of a long time by the godly ) which have been 
kitherto onely in ſome broken & imperfect parcells , 'in the 
hands of a few : Severall of the moſt correct copies that could. be 


had , have been carefully compared ,. & many faults therby cor- 
:Erefted , which were crept in , by their being often tranſcribed 


& that by unskillfull hands, Tf it fall out ſo (asI ſuppoſeit hall 
not often be found) that they who have the Autographs by them, 
perceive any difference in a word or ſentence, betwixt this printed 
copy & theſe, let them impute it to my want of the principals; for 
though I had a good number of them , yet it was not poſſible for 
me to get the moſt part : In ſome veryfew places alſo , tothe end 
that this book might be of more univerſall uſe , it may be, that 
a ſcottich word , which would have darkned the ſenſe, or ren- 
dered the ſentence wholly unintelligble. to ſtrangers, 1s either 
changed into ſome equivalent one , or a ſynonimous terme in{er» 


«|| ted by it ; but in moſt places theſe words are retained , without 


any alteration ; becauſe either alteration , or addition , would 
have made them leſs taking with , & acceptable to them , for 
whom they were at firſt written , & to theſe for whom they are 
now principally intended; becauſe the life & emphaſis of the 
Phraſe, 15 often found to lie , in that very word. But having kept 
thee under too long an arreſt in the entry, I leave thee now to pe- 
ruſe theſe profitable Epitles, which are an account of the many 
{ſweet hours & comfortable ſoliloquies which that eminent faint 
& ſufferer had with God in the furnace of his aflition : Wherein 
there is much to be ſeen , beyond the ordinary attainment of a 
Chriſtian , even who hath made ſome remarkable progreſs , & 
I5no ſmall proficient in the wayes of God. I nothing doubt, but 
when thou perceiveſt , while thou readeſt, how much pure zeal 
to God, doth burne in theſe lines, thou wilt Lament the loſs. 
of ſuch a bleſſed inſtrument, now , when the Chuch of God 
5 brought ſo yery low, & there are few ofall the ſons whom 
She hath nourihed & brought up , to take her by the hand: 
I grant it is both a rationall & religious ſorrow; for when we re+ 
Tae XFX*# 5 mem- 


, 
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' - broughta ſad & darke night upon the Church) which did latly 


4 O 
member the many eminent lights (the removal of whom, hath 
Shine-amongſt us, & molt ſay, they are gone who were our 


faithfull guids, it would almoſt ſeemy pardonable, to abandon 
our ſelyes to ſorrow, & refuſe to becomtorted ; Nuis talia fans 


remperet a lachrimis? Yet give me leave to ſuggeſt theſe things ſve 


(2) Let not the tear {o blinde thine eye, as not to obſerye the 
goodneſs of God , who gavye us ſuch : It was a ſaying of an emi+ 
nent & excerciſed Chriſhan (worthy to be remembred in thiz 


preſent caſe & to be put upon record for poſterity) perceiving 
many ſorrowfull, upon the remoyal , of one of the moſt burning 
& shining lights, that Britain had to boaſt of (that great Inter 1 


preter Mr. Durhame T1 mean) turne your tears & ſighes for this 
loſs (ſaid that worthy perſon) though it ſeem to you almoſt ir- 


reparable | an age hardly producing ſuch an other] into ſongs of 
praiſes , & doe not ſo indulge your ſorrow , becauſe the Maſter| 
hath called home an Ambaſſadour , who did ſo faithfully & ſuc 
ceſsfully negotiatfor him; as ye frogetin the mean time to praiſe Þ ni 
the Lord of the harveſt, who thruſt forth ſuch a labourer into his 
vinyard : Let not the grearneſs of your grief , make you forget Þ 


the riches of his goodneſs te the Church of Chriſt in Scotland, in 
that there was a Mr. Durhame to die out of itz Sol ſay, whenin 
reading of theſe , thou remembers that the worthy Author is 
gone to his reſt; yet be not guilty of ſo much ingratitude, through 
the exceſs of thy grief, as to forget God's care of , & kindnelſsto 
the Church of Scotland , who amongſt others gave her a Mr. Rut- 
herfoord : one who was not onely famous at home & abroad for 
his great Learning ; but ſuch a Miniſter of the Goſpel , as I ſup. 
poſe, there is not a godly Miniſter in the Nation , who knew his 
painfulneſs, his tenderneſs, his zeal , his shining , & Golſpel- 
adorning Converſation , that will think he wrongs himſelf , in 
Slving the prevence to him , whoſe watching & weeping & un- 
wearied pains , to propagate the truth , & profite rhe ſouls of 
men,made him without a match or equal & Left deep convictions 
of short coming, even upon them,who may with a rational confi- 
dence , expect the approbation of wel/ done good &+ faithful 
ſervants, at the day of their appearence, & die in the faith of 
this, that when the great shepherd hall appear , they hall re- 


ceive a cxown of glory , that fadcth not away. (2) It noother 
| —_ 


s . 


conſideration can dry up thy tears , or divert thy ſorrow , while 
thou doeſt remember thy own & the Churches loſſe; yet remem=- 
ber that this is ſufficient to make thee mourne in hope;that the re- 
fdue of the ſpirit is with him. We cannot I grant weep back 
zpain (though it's like fome-would be content to weep themſcl- 


yes blinde, if that were lawfull &, would doe it} our famous 


& faithfull Knoxes , Dovidſons, Welshes , Bruces , Henderſons, 
Rutherfoords , Gileſpies , Guthries , with a great many beſids, 
of their bretheren & companions , who did build & fight with 


| them , & were the reſtorers of the breaches amongſt us; whereby 
| they obtained a goud report, & are at this day of bleſſed memory 


indeed ; but is there no hope to ſee them alive in other mens 


perſons? I grant their is but little appearance of that , for the pre- 
- | ſent: For Alas may we ſay , where is there a man of that ſpirit 
to be found ? Yet let us not adde this to all the reſt of our pro- 

| yocations in this wilderneſs-lot , to limit the holy one of lirael ; 
« | fince theſe had nothing but what they did receive ; he can fur- 
nish the Church with men of the ſame parts & zeal : With men 
(who will shine in light, ſo, that their enemies muſt lay their 
| hand upon their mourh when they have ſpoken; & burne in love 


to God & his intereſts : & truely it concerns all the people of 
God , to be much in importuning him , that he would again 
give us ſuch ſtandard bearers , & that that he would remember 
vs now , in our low eſtate, by raiſing up ſuch , who may be as 
the Charets & horſemen of Iſracl , when the ſpirit of moſt is 
under ſuch a faint, & the men of might doe nor finde their 
hands: If we wereup& doing in this, which is one great part 
of our work in ſucha {ad time, & gave him noreſt , who kno- 
wes, but he would yet breath upon many , who are now as dry 
bones , wfthout life or motion, & makethem and up for him 
& plead his cauſe againſt them , Who have liſted up their head 
againſt heaven , & their heel againſt his peooJe? They who by 
falling aſleep , till their hair was cut , that they were not in caſe to 
thake themſelves as at other times, when their enemies were u- 
pon them , might yet ſpil their adverſaries ſport , & bring down 


| their Babe/about their ears,if the ſpirit of theLord came uponthem 


at other times; Or if this were nor to be expected, he could raiſe 
upa generation, who would ſerve him with more zeal and faith- 
tulneſs, then we have done; & that in ſuch a number , as should 
mak© 


—1_ 


make his Church ſay , who hath begotten me alltheſe? Andwhnll 4. 


have they been? It my be that he who waits to be gracious, i 


waiting-to be entreated to doe this good thing for us : - - Surely 


if we were a people of prayer, & particularly for this Church 
& Nation- mercy , we might be ſurpriſed now , when we hay 


ſcarce a token for good , & when our lukwarme temper hath 
banished the faith of ſuch a mercy almoſt out of the earth , withf 


ſuch a returne as that , 1 wil clothe thy Priefts with ſalvation , 6 
thy ſaints shall yet shout aloud for joy : 1 will pour down ſuch 
plentifull meaſure of the ſpirit upon them , that by their zeal & 
fairhfulneſs, the years which this cankerworme & caterpillar of 
luke warmnes hath eaten up,shall be reſtored unto you ſeven fold, 
which would carry alongſt withit , the accomplishment of tha 
other great & Goſpel promiſe , his enemies wilt I clothe with shanu, 
but upon himſelf shall bis crown flourich, Faxit Deus , QF feſting 
Should be the conſtant Echo of our hearts. 

Reader there 1s one thing more ] haveto acquaint thee with, 


& {ol hayedone, & that isto tell thee , that I have made bold, 


for this once, to ſend theſe Epiſtles abroad into the world , with- 


out the Prelat's Imprimatur : If he pleaſe to take this for an 


Apology , that the Author ſought not his permiſſion to write 
them, which emboldned me to tranſmit them to thy hands, 
without his approbation, 'he may; for Iam not in an humor 
togive him any other account cf this ation, I know it's very 
probable, that the fat of theſe may be the fire ; for our late fu. 
rious Prelats (that Draco volans which being got upon the wing 
ſpouts down tire upon the Church , wherby the Tabernacles of 
God are burnt up through the land : For the appearance of thi 
fiery meteor did alwayes portend ſom what fatall to the Church 
to follow upon it) are alittle more hot then their predeceſſors: 
It *s true,thefe went ſo high in their perſecution,& drave ſo hard, 
that it was thought ſcarce poſſible, for any to out-doe them in 
perſecuting , for they run them ſelves out of breath , & never 
drew bridle till they fell in the ditch, & we thovght they had died 
their without ſucceſſion;but Alas!The Chvrch finds this day.that 
in reſpect of their ſucceſlors,they were mere novices, & had ſcarce 
ſerved their Aprentiship in the blacke 4rt : And this puts meto 
think whether the people of God should not rather ſubmit to 
be chaſtiſed eyen with this ſcourge of ſcorpions ; then to mw 

that 


{| 


that he would throw the rod in the fire , leſt if they were gone g 
& we not fit for adeliyery [as indeed we ate not] it should fall 
K out with us,according to the ſtory of the old wife ot Syracuſe, who 
was afraid of Dyonifius his death , left the devil should ſuc=- 
ceed him: but if any should ſay tome, what & he beallready 
hatiff-come . For if the Holy Ghoſt call theſe men ſuch Rev. 2 : 16, 
witiff who did But caſt in priſon, & did but caſt ſome in priſon, may he 
» Off not be ſaid tobe allready come down now having great wrath z 
chaf when depoſition, impriſonment , banishment , yea any thing 
al & 1cG, then declared worthy to die, is thought a favour : If 
ar off any should urge me with this, I ſay, I confeſs he would poſe 
fold me into an abſolut ſilence; or force an acknowledgment from 
tha met "If the Prelats themſelves who are of age, be in cafeto 
ant make a rcply , let them anſwer it; For the truth is, they are 
Fmt fo hot upon their work , that if it be a hereſy to think ſo of them, 
| they who plead the neceſlity of their office, for preventing of 
ith, ch;ſme &- hereſy, are like to turne the berrey part of the world 
bold herericks ; but to my purpoſe I fay ; their is ſome reaſori to fear , 
1th-E that this be thought very fit fewel , to make a fire in Caiphas 
r af his ha/ : However , though it should bed , yet this is not rhe firſt 
rite time, that ſome of the worthy Author's works, have got ſuch 
195, Þ entertainment: & truely their is ſo much zeal to the intereſts of 
nor Chriſt , fo much love to God, & the ſalyation of men, burning ut 
7er}Þ theſe lines;that,that ſpirit, whoſe element is fire, will endeavour to 
; fu- blow the bellowes, & ſeek this as a ſacrifice at their hands, whoſo 
N8F once profeſſed ſincerity, & perfonat zeal for God & his intereſts,ts 
SO now broken out , in ſuch high As of rebellion againft him , & 
thi hatred againſt his ſeryants ; whereby the proverb is become plain 
rchÞ Scottish , or Inglish , ot both if ye will: Omni Apeffata ſee 
TS: ſur Ofor : But if the Prelars would take a poor Precbyter*s ad= 
rd, vice, they would even lct it alone, leſtthe ſmoak of that fire, 
110 wherein they burne this, kindle a flame of juſt indignation a- 
vet exinſt them , in the hearts of all the lovers of God , as men who 
ied} have a very perfect hatred again{t piety ; but if they care not 
hat to be fo lovked upon, I have no more to ſay , beit ſo : Its 
ce like nothing that I can ſay , will hinder them , from putting this 
-etoF peece in his hands,to whom,as I heare.they have committed the 
ttoF reviſing of learned & worthy Mr Wood's Teſtimony,&c. & whoit 
in ſeem s, 1s made choice of by them,as Secretary in Chiet,for reviſ- 
_. | ing 


48, 


ing all ſuch peeces, to wit, Pannes Danmureu , cam Pratribu; 
O&* Collegis ſu: And therefore I muſt leave them to they 
own liberty , which I onely doe , becauſe I cannot help it - &] 
am afraid beſids, left.if I hould work too hard , in carrying wate 
to cool them, I over-heat my ſelf, & leave them at laſt nothing 
coolerthen I found them: Butas for thee Chriſtian Reader, i ( 
will be a ſufticent :wmprimatur, to tell thee, that theſe ar: 
Mr RuTHERFOORD's LETTERS: Wherin he give 
thee an account, of many a good day, & joyfull hour , he had 
in his Maſter's company; while his fellow- ſervants did beat & Þ F 
thruſt him out of the vineyard: & he invits thee to take a share of 
his feaſt , & truely I wish that buth of us would goe try & taſte, j 
ſince neither of us are like to have very good entertainment any Þ *- 
where elſe. | 

I have but one word more to ſay ; for I know it *s long fince Þ P 
thou expected I should have madean cnd , & it's onely to crave 
the pardon that I have not done it ſooner: when I wrote the firſt Þ 
nes, I thought to have made the end & the beginning ſo con- j 
tiguous, that I should neither have put thee to this troulle , nor | *- 
my ſelf to the neceſſity of an Apology? & inorder to that, IF 
did really forbear wry I told thee)at ſirit I intended, &am | 
| earryed this length beſids my defigne; but if the length of | & 
| - What is here offend thee, thou art in caſe without doing me 

any wrong, to give thy {elf the ſame ſatisfaction , as if I had I 

P 


faidnothing , by paſling it , as ſo much waſte paper , & turning 
over to the Epiſtles themſelves: If thy ſoul be profited by 
theſe (as I hope it shall) I have my deſigne , & all I ſeck of the be 
fids, is, that thou wouldeſt wish his ſoul's welfare , who was at 
this little pains, in order to thine, & who deſires to be reconed 
by thee, amongſt the meaneſt & moſt unworthy of. 


The fawourers of the duff of Zion, 
Lind 


thy Wellwicher, 


| Hic tibs 


Ad Lecorem in Epiſtolas. 
Uod Chebar & Parmos, diuvins Vatibus 


ol 1/3 
Hoc , fuerant Santo clauſira Abred za Vire : 


| Profuit ut quondam tibi plus Eccleſia carcer 


Libera quam patuli copia fatta fort; 
Wl c ſcriptis carcer plus profuit iſtts 
Pulpita , quam rauta que ſenuere tuba. 


| Pharmaca 2 hoc proſtant,contritis corde,libelloy 


Fic crucis Eleſus , eſt via ftrata reſis. 


; | Hic Amor & Chriſt decor , hic caleſits & aule 


Gloria depitia ft, horrida & ira Dei. 


eArdua materies, ſublimibus apta cothurnts , 


Hic tenui & facili fuſa, legenda ſtylo eff, 


Lividus at voces ſs carpat Zoilus ullas , 


Non divma ſapit , Cor ſine mente gerit. 
Preſulious celerem attulerant hac Scripta 
rUNAM » 
Impreſla, extremum preſtituuntque diem. 


Ts 


3 To Mr. 
,JROBERT CUNYNGAME, 


Miniſter of the Goſpel at Holywood 
zn Jerland. ( Epiſt. 1.) 


g Elbeloved and reyerend Brother , gracs 
& mercy and peace be to you , upon ac- 
WW quaintance in Chrift, I thought good ta 
take the opportunity of writing to you g 
ſeeing it hath ſeemed good to the Lord 
of the harveſt, to take the hooks out: 
of our bands fora ttme , and to lay upon 
us a more honurable ſervice , even to 
| ſuffer for his name. It were good ta 
comfort one another in writting - UL have had a Deſire to 
ſe you in the face , yet now being the priſonner of Chriſk 
It is taken away 2 I am preatly comforted to hear of your, 
fouldiers ſtately fpirit , for your princely and royall Captain, 
Jeſus our Lord , and for the grace of god in the reft of ous 
dear brethren with you ; you have heard of my trouble L 
ſuppoſe , Is had pleaſed our {ſweet Lord Jeſus , to let looſe. 
the malice of theſe interdited Lords in his houſe to de=- 
priye me of my Miaiſtery at Anwoth and to confine me, 

A __ eight 


(2) 


— eight {core miles from thence to Aberden ; and alſo (whic 
was not done to any before) to inhibit'me to ſpeak at all in Jeſy 
| lis name, within this Kingdome, under the paine of rebellion 
'The cauſe that ripened their hatred was my book againit th 
; RArminians , wWhercof they accuſed me , theſe three Dayes I ap 
peared before them ; But let our crowned king in Zion raigne, 
by his grace the loſſe is theirs , the avantage is Chriſts and 
truths ; albeit this honeſt crofſe gained ſome ground on me; 
by my heavnieſſe, and inward Challenges of conſcience for z 
_ time were sharpe , yet now for the incouragment of you all, | 
dare fay it , and write it under my hand , welcome , welcome, 
ſweet, ſweet, Crofle, of Chriſt; I verely think the Chaincsd 
my Lord Telus are all overlaid with pure gold , & that his croſk 
as perfumed ,and that it ſmelleth of Chriſt , & that the VictorieÞ 
Shall be by the blood of the lamb , and by the word of his truth}; 
and that Chriſt laying on his backe , in his weake ſervant, 
and oppreſſed truth , shall ride over his enemies bellies , and | 
Shall ſri;ke through Kings in the day of his wrath : It is time w: 
laugh when he laugheth, and ſeeing he is now pleaſed to fi 
with wrongs for a time, it becometh us to be ſilent, uatill the 
Lord hath let the enemies enjoy their hungerie , leane , anl 
feckleſle paradiſe $ Bleſſed are they who are content to take ſtrok 
with weeping Chriſt, faith will truſt the Lord , and is not hs 
ſie, nor head ſtrong 3 neither is faith ſo timorous as to flatteſ 
a tentation , or to bud and bribe the croſle , It is little up « 
little down that the lamb and his followers can get no law-ſur 
tie, nortruce with croſſes, it muſt be ſo, till we be up in ou 
fathers houſe; my heart is woe indeed for my mother Church, 
that hath plaid the harlot with many lavers , her husband hati 
a mind to ſell her for her horrible transgreſſions , & heavy wil 
the hand of the Lord be upon this backſliding nation. 'The ways 
of our Zion mourne , her gold is become dim , her white Nazz 
Tites are black like a coale, how shall not the Children weep, 
when the husband and the mother can not agree; yet I beleer 
Scotiands skie hall clear again , & that Chriſt shall build agar 
ne, the oid waſt places of Jacob , and that our dead and dry beſ 


nes , shall become an army of living men , & that, our web 
beloni 
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beloved may yet feed among the lillies, untill the day breake 
and the shaddows flee away. My deare brother let us helpe one 
00S another with our prayers, Our king $shall mowe down his 
thei enemies, and shall-come from Bozra , with his garments all 
I 2p dgied in blood, and for our conſolation shall he appear, and call his 
21 wite Hephzibah, and his land Beulah ; for he will rejoyce over us . 
al & marie us, & Scotland shali ſay what have I to doe any more _ 
me;t with Idols? Only let us be faithfull to him that can ride 
Or iZ./ through hell , and death, upon a windleſtrae , and his horſe 
never ſtumble: and let him make of me a bridge over a water | 

} thathis high and holy name may be glorified in mes ſtroks | 
with the ſweet mediators hand , are very iweet, he was a Ways 
rolls ſwveet to my ſoul , but ſince I ſuffered for him 7; his breath - 
Te hath a ſweeter ſmell then before, Oh that every hair of my head ," 
uthÞ | and every member; and every bone in my bodie , were a man to 
ants! witneſs a fair confecffion for him , I would think all too little for | 
aff him, when I look over beyond theline, and beyond death to 
- VB thelaughing fide of the world,I triumph, and ride upon the high 
fit places of Jacob, howbeit otherways 1 am a faint dead hearted 
I thei® cowardly man; oft borne down,& hungry in waiting for the ma-. 
anlf riage-ſupper of thelamb; nevertheleſſeI think it the Lords wiſe | 
loye that feeds us with hunger , and makes us fat with wants, and | 
t haY deſertions : 1 know not my deare brother ifour worthy brethren, | 
atte® be gone to ſea, or not, they are on my heart and in my pra | 
up OB yers , if they bee yet with you, ſalute my deare friend John Stu | 
-fury art , my weilbeloved brethren in the Lord, Mr. Blair , Mr. | 
A OVB Hamilton , Mr. Livingſton , and Mr. Mak-Cleland , and ace | 
cy quaintthem with my troubles , and intreat them to pray for the | 
| hath poor afflicted priſoner of Chriſt , They are deare to my ſoul; I | 
 Wi'h ſeek your prayers and theirs tor my flock , their remembrance 
breaks my heart: I defire to loye that people, and others my |! 
deare ac quantance in Chriſt with love in God,and as God loveth 
them ; I knowthat he who ſent me to the weſt , and ſouth , ſends | 
me allo to the north: I will Charge my ſoul to beleeye and to 
wait for him, and will follow his providence and not goe before 
| It, nor ſtay behind it. Now my deare brother taking tarewellin 
paper , I commend you all to the word of his grace, and to the. | 
Az work | 


SY 
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work oſhis ſpirit;to him who holdeth the ſeven Mars in his right 
hand, that you may be keept ſpotleſſe till the day of Jeſus our 


a ” — 
'E 


Lord. lam. ... - / 


From Irwing being #n my Tourney Your Brother in affiction 
to Chriſts palace in Aberden in our ſw-et Lord [e« 
Auguſt4. 1636. wn, SS K | 


Cl 
Med 


To his Parochiners. (2) 


E arly beloyed, & longed for in the Lord , my crown & my | 


Joy in theday of Chriſt : Grace be to you, and peace , from 


. God our father , and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I long exceed-f 


ingly to know , if the -#ft-ſpoken-of match betwixt you & 
Chriſt holdeth ; and if you follow on to know the Lord, 
My day thoughts, and my night thoughts are of you , while 


ye ſleep, I am afraid of your ſoul that they be off the rock: 


next to my Lord Jeſus, and this fallen kirk, ye have the grea« 
eſt share of my ſorrow , and alſo of my joy; yeare the mat- 
ter of the tears, care, fear, and daily prayers of an oppreſled 
priſoner of Chriſt: as I am in bonds for my high and lofty one, 
my Royall and princely maſter , my Lord Jeſus , ſo Iam in 
bonds for you , for I should have ſleeped in my warme neſt, & 
kept, the fat world in my armes, and the cords of my taber- 
nacle should have been faſtned more ſtrongly, I might have ſung 
an Evangel of Eaſe to my ſoul and you for a time, with my 
brethen, the ſons of my mother, that were angry at me, & 
have thruſt me out ofthe vineyard , if I should have been bro- 
ken and drawn on to mire you the Lords flock ; & to cauſe 
you eat paſtures troden upon with mens feet , and to drink 
foul and muddie waters: But truly the almighty was a terror to 
me, & his fear made me afraid. O my Lordjudgeiſmy miniſtry 
be not deare to me , but not ſodear by many degrees, as Chrilt 
_—_ my Lord : God knoweth the heavie, & ſad Sabbaths I have 
d fincel laid down at my Maſters feet my two shepherds ſtaves, 

I have been often ſaying as it is writen , Lam. 3: g2, my enemies 
chaſed me ſore like a bird withouc cauſe , they have cut off uy tiſe rs 
ine 


Þ and that my hope $hall not alwayes be forgotten; And my ſorrow: 


| avalleth it me tolrve? ifye follow the voice of a ſtranger, of one | 


| climbeth up another way , if the man build his ay and ſtuble 
| upon the golden foundation , Chrift Feſws already Jaid among 


ger of evcrlaſting burning , except ye repent. O if any pain | 


(5) 
the dungeon & ca aſtone upon me : for next to Chriſt, T had but one 
Joy » the apple of the eye of my delights , ts preach Chriſt my Lords. 
and they have violently plucked that away from me, & 1t was 
tomelike the poor mans one eye, & they have put out that eye, | 
and quenched my light in the inheritance of the Lord ; but my 
eve is toward the Lord ; I know I shal ſee the ſalvation of God, 


hall want nothing to compleat it, and to make my ſay, whas. : 


that cometh into the sheepfold not by Chriſt the door , but | 


you, & ye follow him, I aſſure you the mans work shall burn 
& never bide Gods fire, and ye & he. both shall be in dan> | 


any ſorrow , any }oile that I can ſuffer for Chriit, and for you | 
were laid in pledge to buy Chriſts love to you , and that I could. | 
lay my deareſt jvyes, next to Chriſt my Lord 'in the gap , be= 
twixt you & eternall deſtruftion! O if I had paper as broad as hea= | 
yen and earth , and inke as the ſez, and all the rivers and 
fountaines of the earth, & were able to write the love, the | 
worth , the excliency , the Sweetneſle, and due praiſes of ouy; | 
deareſt , and faire{t welbeloved ; and then if ye could read & | 
underſtand it! what couid I want if my miniſtry among you , | 
Should make a marriage between the littic bride in that bounds, | 
& the bridegroom ? O how rich a priſoner were , if I could ob» | 
taine of my Lord ( before whom I and for you ) the ſalyation | 
of you all ! O Whata prey had I gotten to have you catchediin | 
Chriſts ner ! O then I had caſt out my Lords lines & his net | 
witharich gain! O then wel-wared pained breaſt and fore back, | 
and a craſed body , in ſpeaking early and late to you! my | 
witneſle is above, your heaven would be two heavens to me, | 
& the ſalvation of you all., as two ſalyations to me, I would | 
ſubſcribe a ſuſpenſion , and a friſting of my heaven, for many | 
huadred yeers, (according: to Gods good pleaſure) if ye were | 
ſure in the upper lodging , in our fathers houſe before me. | 
I take to wimeſſe heaycy and carth againſt you, I take | 
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| inſtruments in the' hands of that ſun z & day light ; that x : 
| beheld us, & in the hands of the timber & walls of that the 
| Kirk, if I drew not up a fair contract of mariage betwixt you & ſtrep 
| Chriſt, if I went not with offers betwixt the bridegroome , & [{trai 
you, & your conſcience did bear you witnefſe, your mouths ſtair 
| confeſſed, that there were; many fair tryſts, & meetings ha 
| drawnon , betwixt Chriit and you , at communion-teafts , & os dex 

ther occaſions ; there were braclets , jewels, rings, and love. FÞfrc 
| Jetters, ſent to you , by the bridegroom , it was told to 
| you what a fair dowrie ye should have, and what a houſe ſthe 
| your husband and ye should dwellin, and what was the brid- Þth: 
| groomes excellencie , Sweetnefſe, might , Power. The the 
| Etermitie, and glory of his Kingdome , the exceeding deep- be 

neſle of his love , who ſought his black wife through pain © | we 
| fires, shame , death , & the grave ; and ſwimmed the ſalt ſea Fin 
for her, undergoeing the curſe of the law , & then was made Þ& 
| a curſe for you , & ye then conſented and ſaid, Even ſoT take PI : 
| him : I counſell you beware of the new & ftrange leayen of ÞÞ the 
| Mens inventions, beſide , and againſt the word of God, con= ſp he 
trair to the oath of this kirk, now comeing among you: I Þan 
| inſtructed you of the ſuperſtition , & Idolatry , of kneeling in to 
| the inſtant of receiving the Lords ſupper, & croſlcing in baptiſ: Þ tic 
me, and the obſerying of mens dayes, without any warrant of Þþ he 
| Chriſt our-perfe&t lawgiver ; Countenance not the Snrplice the Þ| & 
| attire of the Maſle preiſt, the garment of Baals prieſts, the abomi-. Þ du 

nable bowing to altars of tree is comeing upon you: hate & Þ w 
| keep your ſelves from 1dols: forbear in any caſe to hear the Þ| da 
r-16ing of the new'fatherleffe ſervice-book , full of grofſe he- Þþ be 
 Teſjes, popish and ſuperſtitious errors , without any warrant of Þ w 
Chriſt ,, tending to the overthrow of preaching - you ow | W 
| no obedience to the: baſtard Canons, they are unlawfull, bla- | hi 
| ſphemous and ſuperſtitious; all the ceremonies that lie in the | & 
| Antichriſts foul womb, the wares of that great mother of for- Þ li 
| nications, the kirk of Rome, are to berefuſed, ye ſee whi-. || fo 
| ther they lead you 3. Centinue till in the Doftrine, which | 15 
ye have received;ye heard of me the whole counſell of God,ſowe | tt 
no clouts upon Chriſts robe , take Chriſt 1g his ragges , & "_ ( 


that 
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& as perſecuted by men, & be content to ſigh , and pant up 
the mountain, with Chriſts crofle on your back, let me be 
repute a falſe proph et ( & your conſcience once {aid tne con- 
trair ) if your Lord Jeſus sball nor ſtand by you , and man- 
taine you , and mantaine your cauſe , aganſt your enemies: I 


have hzurd, (and roy 1oul 1s greived for it ) that ſince my 
Fdeparture from you , many among you are turned back 


from tie good old way to the dogs vomite again ; letme ſpeak 


Ito theſe men , it was not without Gods ſpeciall direEtion , that 
[the firſt ſentence that ever my mouth uttered to you , was 
[that of John Chap. 9: :9. And leſus ſaid for judgment cameT into 
the world that they which ſee not might ſee , & they which ſee might 
be made blind, It is poſſible , my firſt meeting & yours be, when 
[we shall both ftand before tne dreadfull judge of the World , & 
in the name & authoricie of the Sen of God, my great King 
& Maſter, I write by theſe preſents, ſummonds totheie men , 


I arreſt their iouls & bodies to the day of our compearance 
their etcrnall damnation ſtands ſubſcribed, and ſealed in 


heaven, by the hand-write of the great Tudge of quick & dead, 
and Iam ready ro ſtand up, as apreaching witneſle againſt ſuch 


to their face, that day, & to ſay, mn to their condemna- 
tion , except they rcpentz The vengeance of the Goſpel is 
heavier, nor the vengeance of the law , the Mediaters maledi- 


ion and vengeance, is twice yengance , & that vengeance is the 


due portion of ſuch men,& therel leave them,as bound men,ay& 
while they repent & amend:You were witneſſes how the Lords 
day was ſpent, while I was among you : O facrilegious rob- 
ber of Gods day, what will thou anſwer the Almightie , 
when he ſeketh ſo many Sabbaths back again , from thee? 
What will the Curſer, Swearer, & Blaſphemer doe , when 
his tongue shall be roſted in that broad , and burning lake of fire 
& brimftone?* And what will the drunkard doe, when tougne, 
lights, & liver , bones, & all , sball boile & frye ina torturing fire | 
for he shall be far from his barrels of ſtrong drinke then , & there 
1s not a cold well of water for him in hell? What hall be 
the caſe of the wretch , the covetous man ? the opperſſor ? the de- 
ceaver? the carth worme , who can never get his _- 
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of clay, when in the day of Chriſt , Gold and Silyer muſt lis 


burnt in ashes, and he muſt compear and anſwer his judge, 
and quite his clayie and nanghtie heaven ? woe , woe , fat 
ever more be, to the time- turning Atheiſt , that hath one 
God , and one religion for ſummer, and another God, and 
another religion , for winter, and the day offanning ; when 


Chriſt fanneth all that is in his barn flour , who hath a con. Di 
ſcience for every faire and mercat, and the ſou! of hinſ 
runneth upon theſe oiled wheels, Time, Cuſtome , the world 


'and Command of men: O itthe carelefle Atheiftt, and ſleep- 
ing man , who edgeth by all, (with , God forgive ow 
Paſtors if they load 4 wrong , wwe muſt doe as they command ,) 
and Jayes down his head upon times boſome , and giveth 


his conſcience to a deputy , and fleepeth ſo , while the| 
ſmoak of hell fire flie up in his throat , and cauie him} 


ſtart out of his doleful bed. O if ſuch a man would + 


wake , many woes are for the over-guilded , and gold-pla{ 


tered Hypocrite , a heavie doom is for the liar and 
white tonged flatterer , and the flyng book of Gods ire 
full vengeance, twentic Cubits long , and twentie cubits broad, 
that goeth out from the face of God , hall enter into the 
houſe, and in upon the ſoul of him that ſtealeth , and ſwea- 
reth falſely by Gods name, Zechar. 5: yer. 23. Idenounce 
eternall burning , hotter then Sodoms flames , upon the 
men , that boile in their filthie luſts of fornication , adultery » its 
ceſt , and the like wickednefle ; no Room , no not a fouot- 
broad for ſuch vile dogs, within the clean Jeruſalem: Many 
of you pur off all with this, God forgive us , we know 10 bet- 
Fer: I renew my old anſwer, 2 Theſf, i, the judge is com- 
ing in flaming fire, with all his mighty Angels-to ren- 
der vengeance to all theſe, that know not God , and belceve 
Not. I have often told you ſecurity shall ſlay you , all 
men ſay they have faith , as many men and wonem now , as 
many ſaints in heayen ; and all beleeve (tay ye} every foul dog 
3s clean enough, & good enough, for the clean & new Jeruſalem 
above: Every inan hath converſion. & the new birth; bur it 1s not 
les! come , they had neyer a fGiek night for fig , conyerfion 
þ : | came 
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ame to them in a night dream : in a word hell will be 
empty at the day of judgement , and heaven panged full: 
Alace It is neither ealte , nor ordinarie to beleeve & to be 
faued; many mutt ſtand in the end at heavens gates ; when 
they goe to take out their faith they take out a fair no- 
thing ( or as ye uſe to ſpeak) a bleſtine : O lamentable 


Diſappointment : I pray you , 1 charge you in the name of 
(Chriſt , make faſt work of Chriſt , and ſalvation : I know 
there are ſome beleevers among you; and I wittetoyou Q . 


poor broken hearted beleevers , all the comforts of Chriit, 
n the New and Old Teſtament are yours, O what a fa- 
ther & husband you have! O if I hadpen , and ink , and 
ingine , to write of him ! Let heaven and earth be conſo- 


lidat , in maſſe and pure gold, it will not weigh the thou- 
[ſand part of Chriſts loye to a foul , even to me a poor pri- 
- Eſoner ; Q. that is a maſſie and marvellous love ! Men and 
[Angels unite your force , and ſtrength in one ; ye shall not 


heave , yor poiſe-it off the ground : Ten thouſand thouſand 
worlds, as many worlds, as Angels can number, and then as 


a new world of Angelscan multiply , would not all be the balk 


of a ballance,, to weigh Chriſts excellencie, ſweetencfle , and 


» Flove ; Put ten earth's in one, and let a roſe grow greater 


then ten whole earths, or ten worlds, O what beauty would 
be in it , and what a ſmell would it caſt ! but a blaſt of 
the breath of that faireſt roſe in all Gods Paradiſe , even 


- Yof Chriſt Jeſus our Lord , one look of that faireſt face, 


would be infinuly in beauty , and ſmell above ail imagi= 
nable, and created glory. I wonder that men dow bide 
off Chriſt, I would elteem my {elf blefſed if I could make 
an open proclamation , atfid gather ail the world , that are 
lving upon the earth, Jew , and Gentile, and all that $hall 
be borne, to the blowing of the laſt trumpet, to lock round 
about Chriſt, and to ſtand looking , wendering, admiring , 
and adoring his beauty, and 1weetneſſe ; for his bre 1s 
hotter then any other fire , his love {weeter then common love , 
his beauty ſurpaſleth all other beauty : When I am _— 
an 
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and {ad,one of his loye-looks, would do me meckel worlds good, Ban 
o ifye would fall in love with him! How blefſed were I, how aye 
glad would my foul be, to help you to love him, but amongſt ſpurt 
us all we could not love him enough , he is the Son of the Fathers vin 
love, and Gods delight, the Fathers loye lieth all upon him , oiffþro: 
all mankind would fetch all their love, ani lay it upon him , in. ſur- 
vit him , and take him home to your houſes, in the exerciſe of ſſyor 
prayer , morning , and evening , as[I often deſired you; eſpe: ſſhole 
cially now , let him not waat lodgeing in your houſes , nor lie ſnd 
In the feilds, when he is shut out of pulpits, and Kirks : Ifye ſhe 
wil be content to take heaven by violence , & the wind on your fill 
face for Chriſt and his croſſe, I am here one, who hath ſome ou 
tryall of Chriſts croſſe, 1 can ſay , that Chriſt was ever kind to Fin 
me , but he overcometh him ſelf (if I may ſpeak fo) in kindneſs ho! 
while I ſuffer for him , I give you my word for it, - Chriſts you 
croſle 1s not ſo evil as they call it, it is ſweet, light, -and com: nl) 
fortable, I would not want the vilitations of love, and the jyen 
very breathings of Chriſts mouth , when he kiſſeth, and my Þw: 
Lords del:ghtſome ſmiles, and love-embracements , under r 
my ſufterings for him , for a mountain of fine gold , nor for Fin 
all the honours , court , and grandour of yelvet-kirk-men : The 
Chriſt hath the yolke and heart of my loye, I am my beloved , Ynce 
and my welbeloved is mine. O that ye were all handfaſted to Þow 
Chriſt! o my Dearly beloved in the Lord, I would I could Fer 
change my yoice, and had a tongue tuned with tae hand of my Fou 
Lord , and had the art of ſpeaking of Chriſt , that I might paint Fea 
out unto you, the worth , and highneſſe , and greatneſſe, and Þcc 
excellencie , of that faireſt, and renowned bridegroom ! I anc 
befecch you by the mercies of the Lord , by the ſighcs, tears, Than 
& heart blood, of our Lord Jeſus, by the al vation of your poor Fn , 
and precious ſouls, ſet up rhe mountain , that ye and I may meet Þt | 
before the Lambs throne , among the congregation of the firſt Fol! 
borne: Lord grant, that , that may be the tryſting place, Þov 
that ye and I may put upour hands together , and pluck, and br 
cat the apples, of the tree of life, and we may feaſt together, Fc 
and drink together , of that pure riyer of the water of life , that Þ r' 
cometh out from wnder the throne of God , and from the Þ-ox 


Lamb, 
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ood, Lamb : O how little is your hand-breadth , and ſpan length of 
how fſayes here , your inch of time is Leſſe, then when ye and L 
neſt ſarted , eternitie , eternitie , is comeing poſting on with 
hers rings » then shall eyery mans black's, and whit's; be 
 oiffþrought to light, O how low will your thoughts be of this 
, in. ſkir-skined but heart roten apple , the vain , vain , feckleſſe 
e of Fſyorld , When the wormes $hall make their hopſes , in your eye 
ſpe: ſoles, and shall eat aff the flesh , from the ball of your cheecks, 
T lie nd shall make that body a number ofjdrie bones! think not 
Ifye ſhe common gate of ſerving God , as neighour and others doe » 
our fill bring you to heavea ; few , few , are ſaved, the Devils 
»me Kourt, is thick and muny , he hath the greateſt number of man» 
d to Find for hls vaſſels: I know this world is a great forreſt of 
neſs Fhornes in your way to heaven , but ye muſt through it, acquaint 
riſts Four ſclves with the Lord , hold faft Chriſt , hear his voice 
2m- |$nly , bleſle his name , ſanctifie and. keep his day , keep the 
the pew commandment , /ove one anorher , let the Holy Spirit 
my Wwell in your bodies , and be clean and holy, love not the world, 
der not, love , and follow truth , learn to know God, keepin 
for Fnind what I tanght you , for God will ſeek ane account ot it , 
2N : Frhen I am far from you : abſtain from all eyil and all appear- 
as, Ynce of evil , follow good carefully and ſeek peace ; and fol- 
| to Þw after it, honour your King ,. and pray for him , remem» 
uld er me to God in your prayers , I dow not forget you; I told 
my .Fou often , while I was with you, and now 1 witte it again , 
Lint Feavie , fad, and ſore, is that ftrok of the Lords wrath , that 
and Þcomeing upon Scotland, woe, woe, woe, to this Harlot=- 
! I and ,, for they $hall take the cup of Gods wrath , from his 
urs, Fand , and drink , and ſpue , and fall , and not riſe again. 
oor Bn, In, In, with ſpeed, to your ſtrong hold, ye pritoners 
ect Þf hope, & hide you there , while the anger of the Lord paſle ; 
Irſt Follow not the Paftors of this Land , for the {un is gone 
ce, #own upon them , as the Lord liveth they lead you from 
ind Lhriſt, and from the good old way , yet the Lord will keep 
er, Bbc holy Citie, and make this withered Kirk, to bud again like 
hat Þ roſe , and a field bleſſed of the Lord. The grace of the 
" oxgd Jeſus Chriſt be with you all, The prayers and A 
o © 


(12) 


of a priſoner ef Chriſts in bonds for him , and for you bj, 


with you all, Amen. in | 


0 Ee 
& 
in( 


Aberden, July 14, | Tour Lawfull and loving 
1637. Paſtor, S:R. 
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Tothe Honourable, Reverend, and WWelbelovell | 
Profeſſors of Chriſt , & his Truth in 
ſmcerity in Ireland. (3) 


D Early beloved in our Lord , & partakers of the heaven| 

calling , Grace , mercy & peace be to you , from God 0 
father, & from our Lord ſeſus Chriſt: I alwayes but moſt dj 
all now in my bonds-(moſt tweet bonds for Chriſt my Lord] 
Tejoyce , to hear of your faith, and love , & to hear thato 
King , our welbeloyed , our Bridegroom , without tireing 
ſtayeth ſtill ro wooe you , as his wife ; and that perſecutions , & 
mockings of ſmners have not chaſed away the wooer from tit 
houſe, I perſwade you in the Lord , the men of God now Scat 
tered, & driven from you ; put you upon the right ſent and 
purſuit of Chriſt, & my ſalvation on it (if ten heavens weir; 
mine) 16 this way , this way that I now ſuffer for , this wa 
that the world nicknameth , and reproacheth , & no Othet 
way , be not the kings gate to heaven ; & I shall never {ee Goa 
face (and alace I were a beguiled wretch if it were ſo) if thisk 
not the only faving way to heaven. Oh that you would take 
a priioner of Chriits word for it , nay I know you have ti 
greatelt Kings word for it , that it shall not be your wiidom tt 
{picr out another Chriſt, another way of worshiping him , the 
is now favingly revealed to you. Therfore though I neve 
faw your faccs let me be pardoned to write to you ye honour 
able perſons, ye taitfull Paſtors yet amongſt the flocks , and 
ye fincere profeſſors of Chriſts truth , or any weak tired ſtrayer 


who cait but halfe an eye after the bridegroom ; if p — 
= could 
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U > efould by any weak experience , confirme and ftrengthen you's 
in this good way every where {ſpoken againſt, I can with 
breateſt aſſurance (to the honour of our higheſt , & greateſt 

"3 fx deareſt Lord let it be ſpoken) aſſert, (though I be but a child 

in Chriſt, and {caree able to walk , but by a hold , & the mean» 
| and leſle then the leaſt of Saints) that we doe not come 
nigh, by twentie degrees ; to the due love & eſtimation of that 
faireſt among the ſons of men ; for if it were poſſible that 

FVUlR:caven yea ten heavens, . were laid in the ballance with Chriſt, 

Iwould think the ſmell of his breath , above them all : ſure T 

im he is the far beſt halfe of heaven, yea he is all heaven, and 

more then all heaven ; & my teſtimonie of him is , that ten 

lives of black ſorrow , ten deaths , ten hells of pain , ten 
furnaces of brimſtone , and all exquiſit torments ; were all 
too little for Chriſt , if our ſuffering could be a hire to buy 

Thim : and therefore faint not in your ſufferings , & hafards 

Wor him , I proclaim & cry hell, forrow and shame upon all 

luſts , upon all by-lovers , that would take Chriits room over 

his head in this little inch of love ; of theſe narrow ſouls of 

ours that is due to ſweeteſt Jeſus. O higheſt, O faireſt, O 

Fdeareſt Lord Jeſus , take thine own from all baitard lovers ! 

) that we could wodſct, & {ell all our part of times glory 

S:nd times good things, fora leaie , & tack of Chriſt for all eter 

Wnitie! O how are we miſted, and mircd with the love of things 

hat are in this fide of time and in this fide of deaths water! 

here can we finde a match to Chriſt, or an cqual or a better 
200Vthen he among created things ? Oh this world is out of all 
Fcagceit , & all love with our welbeloved. O that I could {ell 

ny laughter, joy , caſe, and all for him ; and be content of a 

Wraw-bed , and bread by weight, & water by meaſure, in 

the camp of our weeping Chriſt! I know his ſackeloth and 

Fhes , are better , then the fools laughter which 1s like the 

crackling of thornes under a pot. But alace wee doe not harden 

Four faces againit the cold norih ſtormes , which blow upon 

EChriſts fair face , we love well ſummer religion , & to be that 

Ywhich Sin hath made us,even as thin skinned,as if we were made 

lf Fefwhite paper, & would fain be carried to heayen ina cloile co- 

ul yered 


- 
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ered chariot , wishing from our hearts , that Chriſt wou| 
give us ſuretie , & his hand write, & his ſeal , for nothing hy 
a fair ſummer, untill we be landed , in at heavens gates ; hoyfſ ® 
many of us have been here deceived , & fainted , in the day Y* 
tryall ; amongſt you there are ſome of this Stamp, I shall beſorn 
if my acquantance A. T. hath leſt you , I will not beleeve bj V 
dare ſtay from Chriſts fide , I defire that ye shew him this fron ?* 
me , forl loved him once in Chriſt, neither can I change ny P* 
mind , ſuddenly of him. But the truth is that many both o 
ou » & too many alſo of your neighbour church of Scotlani 
ave been like a tennent that fitteth mealfree , & knoweth n 
his holding while his rights be queſtioned , and now I em pe 
ſwaded , it wil be asked at every one of us , on what term 
we brooke Chriſt , for we have ſitten long meal-free , 
found Chriſt , without a wett foot, and He , and his goſpe 
came upon ſmall charges to our Doors, but now we mu 
wet our feet to ſeeke him - our evil manners, and the bilff '< 
fashions of 2 people at eaſe from our youth , and like Mol th 
not caſten from veſſell , to veſſel, Jerem. 48. verſ. 11, ht de 
made us like ſtanding waters, to gather a foul ſcumme, | 
when we are jumbled, our dregs come up , & are ſeen, mat 
rake but halfe a grip of Chriſt, & the wind bloweth them 
Chriſt aſunder ; indeed when the maſt is broken , & blownif V 
the ſca, 1t is ane art then to ſwim upon Chriſt, to drie lan 
*t 1s even poſſible that the children of God in a hard triall , | 
them ſ-lves down , as hidden in the lea-fide of a bush , whil 
Chriſt their maſter be taken , as Peter did , & lurke ther 
while the ſtorme be overpaſt : all of us know the way to 
whole skin, & the fingleſt heart that is , hath a by-purſe , thi 
will contain the deniall of Chriſt , & a fearſull backflding, 0 * 
how rare athing is it, to be loyall, & honeſt to Chriſt, wha 


he hath a controverfie with the sheelds of the earth , I wishil dc 
of you, would confider, that this triall is from Chriſt , its & 
come upon you unbought (indeed when we be not eaſily fr 
with our own money , no marvel that we be not eafily ir 
of it, and that God be not at our elbow to take it off our hanl| 4 


this 1s Chrilts ordinaric houſe-fire that he maks uſe of, tot) 
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all the veſſells of his houſe withall , & Chriſt now is about te 
bring his treaſure out before ſun & moon, & to tell his money , 
&1n the telling, totry what weight of gold , & what weight of 
watered copper is in his houſe : Doe not now jouke , or bow , 
or yeeld to your adverſaries in a hairbreadth ; Chriſt and his truth 
will not divide , & his truth hath not latitude & breadth . that 
ye may take ſome of it , & leave other ſome of it , nay the goſ- 
pel 1s like a ſmal hair, that hath no breadth & wil not cleave 
in two, it is not poſſible to tryſte & compound a matter betwixt 
Chriſt & Antichriſt, & therefore ye muſt either be for Chriſt , 
or ye muſt beagainſt him ; It was but mans wit , & the wit of. 
Prelats, & their god father the Pope ( that man without law ) to 
ut Chriſt , & bis prerogatives royall, & his truth or the ſmal- 
[tt nail-breadth of his latter wil , in the new kalendar of Ind:f- 


| ferencies , & to make a blank , of un-inked paper in Chriſts 
S Teitamevt , that men may fill up, & ſoshufle the truth, & ma- 


ters they call 1maifferent thorow other, & ſpin both together 
that the Antichriſts wares may ſell the beter, this is but the 
device & forged dream of men , whoſe conſciences are made of 
ſtoutneſle, & have a throat that a grayen image , greater then 
the bounds of the Kirk door , would give free paſſage unto; I 
am ſure when Chriſt shall bring us all out in ourblack's; & 
whit's, at that day when he shall cry down time, and the world, 
& when the glory of it shall lie in white ashes, like a may flower 
cut down & having loſt the bloſome , there shall be few 


\f yea non that dare make any point thar toucheth the worship & 


honour of our king & lawg1ycr, to be indifferent; O that this 
miſlead & blindfolded world , would ſee, that Chrift doeth not 
riſe & tall , ſtand orlie , by mens apprehenſions ; what is Chriſt 
the lighter , that men doe with tim by open proclamation , as 
men doe with clipped & light money ; they are now crying 


$ down Chriſt ſome grain weights , & ſome pounds or shillings , 
I & they will have him lie for a penny or a pound , for one ,or for 
J anc hundreth , according as the wind bloweth from the eaſt, or 


from the weſt, but the Lord hes weighed him . & ballanced 


_ him already , This is my welbeloved Son in whon I am well pleaſed 


hear ye him , his worth , & bis weight ſtandeth ſtil]; It is our 
part 
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part to cry up , up with Chriſt, & down , down with al createl 
glory before him. O that I could highten him , & highten hi; 
name», & highten his throne! Iknow, & am per{waded , that 
Chritt shall again be high , & great in this poor withered , & 
ſunburat Kirk of Scotland , & that the ſparks of our fire , $hall 
flee over ſea, & round about, to warme you , & other liſter- 
churches , & that this tabernacle of Davids houſe that is fallen, 
even the Son of David his waſte places Shall be built again , &l 
know the priſon , croſſes , perſecutions , & trials of the two 
ſlain witneſſes , that are now dead , & buried Rev. 11, & of theſ 
faithfull profeſſors have a back- door & back entrie of eſcape, & 
that death & hell, and the world & tortures , shall all cleave , & 
ſplitin twain, & give us free paſſage & libertie to goe through 
them toll-free , & we shall bring all Gods good metall out of 
the furnace again, and leave beliinde us but our drofle , & our 
ſcumme : we may then before hand proclaim Chriſt to be vic 
torious , He is croyned King in mount Sion , God did put 
the crown upon his head, Pial. 2. And who dare take it of 
again? out of queſtion he hath ſore & grievous quartells againſt 
his church , an therefore , He 1s called, If. 29. 10. He whoſe 
fire ts in $10n & whoſe furnace is in Teruſalem. But when he hath 
performed his work on mount Sion , all Sions haters shall be as 


the hungry , and thriſtie man , that dreams he is eating and I m: 


drinking , and behold when he awaketh he is is faint , and 
his ſoul empty : And this advantage we have alſo , that he 
w1ll not bring before ſun , & moon , all the infirmities of 
his wife ; it 1s tne modeſty of marriage-anger , or husband- 
wrath , that our ſweet Lord Jeſus will not come with chid- 
ing to the ſtreets , to let all the world hear what is betwixt 
him, & us; his ſweet gloomes ſtay uuder roofe , and that be- 
cauſe he is God. Tivo ipectall things ye are to minde. 1, Try 
& make ſure your profeſſion; that ye cary not empty lamps: 
alace ſecurity , ſecurity is the bane, & the wrack of the moſt 
part of the world ! Oh how many profeflors goe with a golden 
luſtre, & gold-like before men, ( who are but witneſſes to 
our white skin ) & yer are but baſtard & baſe metal! : conſider 
how fair before the wind fome doe ply , with up failes, and 

| white 
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white , even to the nick of illumination , Heb. 6: 5, And 
jafting > of the heavenly gift , &- a chare and part of the hily 
Ghoſt, & the taſting of the good word of God , & the powers of ths 
worid to come: & yet this 1s but a falſe nick of renovation , ane 
in a short time, ſuch are quickly broken upon the rocks, and 


*Þ never fetch the harbour , but are ſanded in the bottome of hell. 


O make your heaven ſure, and try how ye come by convertion ; 
that it be not ſtolen goods, in a white & wel-Juſtred profeſſion ! 


| a white skin over old wounds maketh an under-cotting conſci= 
ence » falſe under-water not ſeen, is dangerous , & that is a 


lek, and rift in the bottome of an enlightened conſcience , of- 
ten falling, & ſinning againſt light, Woe, woe is me, that 
the holy profeſſion of Chriſt, is made a ftage gar ment by ma» 
ny, to bring home a vain fame ; & Chriſt is made to ſerve mens 
ends: this 1s as it were to- ſtop an oven with a Kings robes. 
Know. 2. except men martyr & {lay the body of fin, inſan= 
ified ſelf-denial , they $hall never be Chriſts martyrs , and 


{EF fithfull witneſſes. Oh if I could be mafter of that houſe-idob 


my ſelf , 9y own , mine , my own will , wit , credit, & eaſe y 
how bleſſed were I? O but we have need to be redeemed from, 
our ſelves, rather then from the Devil, & the world ! learm 
to put out your ſelves , & to put in Chriſt for your ſelves: I should 
make a ſweet bartering,& niffering,& give old for new.if I could. 
Shuffle out ſelf, & ſubſtitute Chrift my Lord in place of my ſelf: to 
ſay, wot 1, but Chriſt ; not my wit, but Chriſts; not my eaſe, noF 
my luſt , mot my feckleſſe Credit , but Chriſt, Chriſt. But alace 
inleaving our ſelves, in ſeting Chriſt before our I dol , ſelf, ws 
have yet a glaiked back-look toourold I dol, O wretched Idol, 
my ſelf; when shall I ſee thee wholly decourted , & Chriſt whol- 
ly put in thy room ? Oh if Chriſt, Chriſt, had the full place 
& room of my {elf , that all my aimes, purpoſes , thoughts , 
& defires, would coaſt and land upon Chriſt, & not upon my 
ſelf ! & yet howbeit we can not attain to this denial of 272, 
& mine , that we can ſay I am not my ſelf , my ſelf is no: my 
ſelf , mine own is 10 longer mine own; yet onr aiming at this in 
al we doe, shall be accepted : for alace I think I shall die ; but 
ninting & atming to be a Chriſtan : Is it not our comfort = 
| Chri 
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Chriſt the mediator of the new covenant is come betwixt us, & 
God in the buſlinefle, ſo that green & young heirs, the like 
of ſinners, have now a Tutour that is God , & now God be 
thanked, our ſalvation is bottomed on Chriſt : ſure Iam the 
bottome 5hall never fall out of heaven & happineſſe to us : | 
would give over the bargain , a thouſand times, were it not, 
that Chrift his free' grace , hath taken our ſalvation in hand 
Pray , pray , & contend with the Lord , for your ſiſter-Church 
for it would appear the Lord 1s about to ſpier for his ſcatterel 
Sheep, in the dark and cloudy day. O that it would pleaſe out 
Lord to ſet up again Davids old waſted, and fallen tabernacle, 
in Scotland ; that we might ſeethe glory of the ſecond remple 
in this land ! O that my little heaven were wodſer , to redeem 
the honour of my Lord Jeſus, among Jews, & Gentils ! le 
never dew lie upon my branches , and let my poor flower wither 
at the root, ſo being Chriſt were enthroned , and his glory ad: 
vanced in all the world , & eſpecially in theſe three Kingdome; 
but 1 know he hath no need of me, what can I adde to him! 
bur oh that he would cauſe his high & pure glory run through 
ſuch a foul channel as I am ! & howbeit he hath cauted the blk 
fome fall off my one poor joy , that was on this fide of heaven, 
even my liberty to preach Chriſt to his people, yet I am dead 
to that now, ſo being he would hew and carve glory , glory for 
evermore, to my royall King , out of my filence , & ſufferingy, 
Oh that I had my fill of his love, but I know ill manners make 
an uncouth & ſtrange bridegroom. I intreat you earneſtly for 
the aide of your prayers , for I forget not you , & I ſalute with 
my ſoul in Chriſt , the faithfull Paſtors, and honourable & 
worthy Profeſſors in.that Land. Now the God of peace that 
broaght again our Lord feſus from the dead , the great shepheard 
of the sheep, by the blood of the everlaſting covenant , make 
you perfect, in every good work, to doe his will; working it 
you that which is well pleafing in his fight, Grace , Grace be 
with you. | | 
Aberden , Feb, 4. Torrs in hu ſweeteſt Lin 
1638, | Feſus , S, R. 
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To the truly noble &> elefF lady my lady 
tf VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. (4) 


_ Noble &+ ele Lady, 


and, T Hat honour that I have prayed for theſe fixteen yeers, with 
rc; + ſubmiſſion to my Lords will , my kind Lord hath now be< 
ere ſtowed upon me ; even to ſuffer for my royall & princely King 
ou Þ Jeſus & for his Kingly crown , & the freedom of his Kingdom 5 
cle, that his father hath given him. The forbidden Lords have ſen« 
Np tenced me with deprivation , & confinement within the town 
cen of Aberden. Iam charged in the Kings name, to cnter againſt 
: lflthe twentie day of Auguſt next, & there to remain during the 
ther Kings pleaſure , as they have given it out , howbeit Chriſts 
y al-Boreen crofſe newly laid upon me , be ſomewhat heavie , while 
mes} Icall to minde the many fair dayes , ſweet & comfortable to my 
1m'F foul, & to the ſouls of many others ; & how young ones int 
uot Chriſt , areplucked from the breaſt, and the inheritance of God 
blok-Y laid waſte : yet that ſweet ſmelled & perfumed croile of Chriſt , 
vel,ſis accompanied with ſweet refreshments ,. with the kiſſes of a 
dalFKing , with the joy of the holy Ghoſt , with faith that the Lord 
y for hears the ſighing of a priſoner ; with undoubted hope (as ſure as 
1ng.8 my Lord hveth) after this night , to ſee day light , & Chriſts 
mak skie to clear up again upon me, & his poor Kirk , & thatina 
y ff ftrange Land amongſt ftrange faces he will give favour in the 
eyes of men , to his poor oppreſſed ſervant , who dow not but 
le XFlove that lovely one thar princely one , Jeſus the comforter of his 
: tha ul, All would be well if I were free of old challenges for guilti- 
heardF neſs, & for negle& in my calling , and for ſpeaking too little for 
make my welbeloveds crown , honour , & Kingdom. Oh fora day in 
\g Ethe aſſembly of the ſaints to advocate for King Jeſus ! If my 
ce b-F Lord goe on now to quarrels alſo, I die, I cannot endure it: but 
Tlook tor peace from him, becauſe he knoweth I dow bear mens 
feud but I dow not bear his feud: this is my onely exerciſe , that 
| fear I have done little good in my miniſtry : but I dare not 
——ut fay , I loyed the bairns of the wedding chamber , and 
B 2 prayee 
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. prayed for & deſired-the thriving of the marriage , & coming 
of his Kingdom. I apprehend no leflſe then a judgement upon 
Galloway , & that the Lord shall vifit this whole nation , for 
the quarrell of the covenant. But what can belaid upon me, off _ 
any the like of me , is too light for Chriſt : Chriſt dow beaſ 
More & would bear death & burning quick , in his weak ſer. 
yants, even for this honourable cauſe , that I now ſuffer for V 
.Yet forall my complaints (& he knoweth that I dare not now 
diſlemble) he was never ſweeter, & Kinder then he is now ; one 
Kifle now, is ſweeter then ten long ſince, {ſweet , ſweet is hi 
croſle ; light , light & eafie in his yoke. O what a {ſweet ſtep 
were it, up to my fathers houſe thorow ten deaths, for the 
truth , and cauſe, of that unknown and ſo, not-halve-wel-loved 
plant of renown, the man called the Branch, the chief among 
zen thouſands, the faireſt among the {ons of men ! O what un- 
ſeen joyes, how many hidden heart-burnings of love, are in the 
remnants of the ſufferings of Chriſt! my dear worthy Lady] 
give it to your La: under my own hand (my hbeart-writing s 
well as my hand) welcome, welcome , ſweet, {ſweet , & glo 
rious crofſe of Chriſt, welcome ſweet Jeſus, with thy ligt 
croſſe , thou haſt now gained & gotten all my love from me, 
keep what thou haſt gotten. Onely , woe, woeis me, forny 
bereft flock , for the Lambs of Jeſus , that I fear hall be fel 
with dry breaſts, but I ſpare now. Madam , I dare not promikff >: 
to ſee your La: becaule of the little time I have alloted me , iy. 
I purpoſe to obey the King , who hath power of my body , &W;, 
rebellion to Kings 1s unbeſeeming Chriſts Miniſters. Be ples; 
ſed to acquaint my Lady Marre with my caſe, I will look you 
La: &that good Lady will be mindfull to God of the Lords pre 
Joner , not tor my cauſe , but tor the Goſpels ſake. Madan 
bind me more (if more can be) to your La: and write thank ,,, 
to your brother my Lord of Lorne for what he hath done far 
me , a poor unknown ſtranger to his Lo: I shall pray fo 
Him ,, & his houſe, while I live , It is his honour , to ope 
his mouth in the ſtreets for his wronged , and oppreilel 
maſter Chriſt Jeſus, Now Madam commending your Ia: 


and the {wcer- childe to the tender mercies of mine = 
bt Lot 


Lc 


——— _ 
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Lord ſeſus ; and his good will who-dwelt in the bush; 1 


Reſt. 
Edinb. July 20. Tours in his own ſweeteſt * 
1636, Lord Feſus, S.R. 


Tothe Noble && Chriſtian Lady the 


_—__ 


VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. (5) 


My very Honourable & dear Lady ,' 


G Race mercy & peace, be to you, I cannot forget your La: 
& that ſweet childe , I deſire to hear what the Lord is doing 
to you , & him: to write to me were charity, I cannot but 
write to my friends , that Chriſt hath tryſted me in Aberden , & 
my adverſaries have ſent me here, to be feaſted with love-ban= 


"Kquets with my royall, high , high , & princely King Jeſus. Ma- 


dam why should I ſmother Chriſts honeſty , I dare not conceal 
his goodneſs to my ſoul , he looked fram*d and uncouth-like 
upon me, when lcame firit here; but I beleeve himſelf better 


'K then his looks: I shall not again quarrel Chrift for a gloome, now 


he hath taken the mask off his face & faith kiſle thy fill, & what 
can I have more , while I get great heaven in my little armes. 
0 how ſweet are the ſufferings of Chriſt , for Chriſt ! God for 
give them that raiſe an ill report upon the ſweet crofle of Chriſt, 
tis but our weak & dim eyes, that look but to the black ſide 
that makes us miſtake: theſe who can take that crabbed-tree 
hand-ſomely upon their back , & faiten it on cannily , shall inde 
it ſuch a burden , as wings unto a bird, or failes to ship. Mas» 
dm rue not of your having choſen the better part : upon my 


'F flvation this is Chriſts truth I now ſuffer for , if I found but 


cold comfort in my ſufferings , I would not beguile others, I 
would have told you plainly ; but the truth is, Chriſts crown, his 
ſcepter , and the freedom of his Kingdom , is that , which is now 
called in queſtion ; becauſe we will not allow that Chriſt pay tri- 
bute and be a vaſſall to the shields of the earth , therefore the {ons 
of our mother are angry at us : but it becometh not Chriſt 


| to hold any mans ſtirrup : It were a ſweet and honourable 


PB 3 | death 
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death to die for the honour of that royall, & princely King eſug 
his love 1s a myſtery to the worid: I would not have beleeved 
that there was ſo much in Chriſt , as there is, Come &&+ ſee maketh 
Chrift to beknown in his; excellency & glory. I wish all this 
Nation knew how ſweet his breath is, it is little to ſee Chriſt in1 
book , as men doe the world in a card , they talke of Chriſt by the 
book & the tongue, &. no nore; but to come nigh Chriſt and 
hauſfſe him , & embrace him, 1s another thing. :Madam I write 
to your Honour for your encouragement in that honourable 
profeſſion , Chriſt hath honoured you with : ye have gotten the 
Sunny fide of the brae, & the beſt of Chriſts good things; he hath 
not given you the baſtard's portion , & howbeit ye get ſtroke 
& ſowre Jooks from your Lord, yet beleeve his love more then 
your own feeling, for this world can take nothing from you,that 
is truly yours, & death can doe you no wrong : your rock doth 
not ebbe & flow, but your ſea;that which Chriſt hath ſaid he will 
bide by it, he will be your tutour, you shall not get your charter: 
of heaven to play you with: It is good that ye have loſt your cre- 
dit with Chriſt, & that Lord frewi/ shall not be your tutour, 
Chriſt will lippen the taking of you to heaven neither to your 
ſelf , nor any deputy , but onely to him ſelf, bleſſed be your tu- 
tour; When your head shall appear , your bridegroom & Lord, 
your day shall then dawn & it shall never have an afternoon nor 
anevening Shadow, Let your childe be Chriſts , let him ſtay be- 
ſide you,as the lords pledge, that you $hall willingly render again 
if God will, Madam I finde folks here kind to me ; but 1n the 
night , & under their breath ; my maſters cauſe may not come to 
the crown of the cauſey , others are kind according to their 
vn, many think mea ſtrange man, & my cauſe not good; but 
I care not much for mans thoughts or approbation - I think no 
$hame of the crofſſe. The preachers of this town pretend great 
love, but the Prclats have added to the reſt this gentle cruelty(for 
ſo they think of it) te diſcharge me of the pulpits of this town, 
the people murmur, & cry out againſt it, and to ſpeak truly how: 
beit Chriſt is moſt indulgent to me otherwiſe, yet my filence on 
the Lords day keeps me from being exalted above meaſure , & 
from ſtarting in the heat of myLordslove. Some people aftedi 

; : me} 
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me,for the which cauſe,I hear the preachers here,purpoſe to have 


'| my confinement changed,to another place;ſo cold is northern lo- 


ye;but Chriſt and I will bear it. I have wreſtled long with this ſad 
filence , I {aid what aileth Chriſt at my ſervice , and my ſoul 
hath been at a pleading with Chriſt, & at yea & nay ; bur I will 
yeeld to him , providing my ſuffering , may preach more then 
my tongue did; for I gave not Chriſt an inch but for twice as 


| good again: ina word I am a fool, & heis God: I will hold my 


peace hereafter. Let me hear from your La : & your Dear Childe 
pray for a priſoner of Chriſt whois mindfull of your La: Re. 
memher my obliged obedience to my good Lady Marre , 
Grace, Grace be with you, I write & pray bleſſings to your 
{weet childe, 
Aberd. Noy. 22. 
1636, 


To the right Honourable & C briſtian 
Lady , my Lady 
VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. (6) 


M 4 D 4A M. 


Rac, Mercy & peace be to you - 1 received your La: let- 

ter, itrefreshed me in my heavineſſe: the bleſſing X pray- 
ers of a priſoner of Chriſt come upon you. Since my coming 
hither, Ga5wvay ſent me not a line,except what my Brother, Earlt- 
toun, & bis {on did write: I cannot get my papers tranſport- 
ed : but Madam 1 want not kindneſſe of one , who hath the 
oate of it , Chriſt (if he had never done more for me {ince l was 
borne ) hath ingaged my heart , & gained my bleſſing , in this 
houſe of my pilgrimage. It pleaieth my welbeloved to dine 
with a poor priſoner, and the Kings ſpiknard calteth a fragrant 
ſmell : nothing grieveth me , but that I eat my feaſts my 
alone, and that I cannot. edifie his ſaints : O that this Na- 
tion knew What is betwixt him and me, none would skarat 


the - croſſe of Chriſt ! My filence eates me up , but he 
| 'B 4 hath 


Tuvs in all Dutiefull obedience in 
hzs onely Lord Teſus, S. Re 


—— ———— 
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hath told me; hethanketh me nolefle , then if I were preach. 
ing daily, he ſees how gladly I would be at it , & therefore my 
wages are going to the fore up in heaven, as if I were flil} trc 
preaching Chriſt. Captains pay duely bedfaft ſouldiers, iff yo 
howbeir they dow not march , nor carry armour; Though 1ſradÞf I 
be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of my Lord , &Þ foi 
99 lord shall be my ftrength , Ifai. 49: 5. my garland, The Banich be 
ed Miniſter , (the terme of Aberden) ashameth me not : I} th 
Have ſeen the white fide of Chriſts crofte , lovely , hath he beenÞÞ® lot 
to his oppreſſed ſervant : Fſal. 146 : 7. The Lord executeth judge- for 
2ment for the opproſſed, he grvueth food tothe hungry , the Lord loſ- If lo\ 
eth the priſoner , the Lord raiſeth them that are les aown , th yo 
Lord preſerveth the ftranger. If it were come to exchanging of b 
croſles, I would not exchange my croſſe with any,I am week nit 
Ted with Chriſt, & he with me! I hope none $hall hear us. It; Þ th 
true for all this, I get my meat with many ſtroks, and am ſeven Þ Co 
times a day , up & down , & am often anxious , & caſt down for ÞÞ ne 

' the caſe of my oppreſſed brother, yet I hope the Lord will a1 
be ſurty for his ſervant» But now upon ſome weak , very Þ dit 
wreak experience , I am come to love arumbling and raging 
devil belt, ſeeing we muſt have a devil to hold the ſaints waking, 
Iwish a cumberſome devil, rather then a ſecure & ſleeping one. 
At my firſt coming hither , I took the dorts at Chriſt ; and took; 
upa ſtomack againſt him , I ſaid he had caſt me oyer the dike of 
the vineyard , like a drie tree; but it was his mercy I ſee, that 
the fre did not burn the drie tree , & now as if my Lord Jeſus || ſu 
had done the fault, & not I, (who belied my Lord , ) he hath bu 
made the firſt mends, & he ſpake not one word agatnſt me, th 

- but hath comeapain , & quickned my ſoul with his preſence: ÞÞ no 
may now [I think the very anuety , and caſualities of the crofle Þþ z 

of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord , & theſe comforts that accompany it, || eſt 
better , then the worlds ſet rent. O how many rich off-fal- Þ br; 
lings arc in my Kings houſe, Iam perſwaded , & dare pawnd 

my ſalvation on it, that it is Chriſts truth I now ſuffer for; I 
know his comforts are nodreams, he would not put his ſeal on | 
blank paper , not deceive his afflited ones, that truſt in him, 

Your La; wrote to me, that ye are yet ag ill ſcholler-: _ 

IN 
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dam ye muſt goe in at heayen gates, and your book in your 
hand , till learning , yon have had your own large share of 
troubls , & a double portion ; but it faith your Father counteth 
you not a baſtard ; ful-begotten bairns are.nurtured , Heb. 12;8. 
I long to hear of the childe , I writ thc bleſſings of Chriſts pri- 
ſoner & the mercies of God to him ; let him be Chriſts & yours 
betwixt you , but let Chriſt be whole play-maker , let him be 
the lender, & ye the borrower , not an owner : Madam it is not 
long ſince I did write to your La: that Chriſt is keeping mercy 
for you, & I bideby it ſtill, & now I writeit under my hand : 
love him dearly, winin to ſee him , there is in him, that which 
'0u never ſaw, he is ay nigh, he isatree of life , green, & 
ming both ſummer and winter, there is a nick in Chriſtia- 
nity , to the which whoſoever cometh, they ſee and feel more 
then others can doe : I invite you of new to come tohim , 
Come & See will ſpeak better things of him then I can doe, come 
neerer,come neerer wilſay much. God thought never this world 
a portion worthy of you , he would not even you toa gift of 
dirt & clay, nay he will not give you Efau's portion, but reſerves 
the inheritance of Jacob for you; areye not well married now ? 
have you not a good husband now ? my heart cannot expreſſc 
what {ad nightsI have for the virgin daughter of my people:woe 
is me for out time is coming, Ezek.: 7 : 10. behold the day, be- 
bold it is come , the morning hath gone forth , therod hath bloſſomed , 
pride hath budaed , wielence is riſen up in a rod of wickedneſſe ; the 
ſun is gone down upon our prophets: A drie wind upon Scotland , 
but neither to fan nor to cleanſe ; but out of all queſtion when 
the Lord hath cut down his forreſt , the after- growth of Leba- 
non shall lourish , they shall plant vines in our mountains, and 
a cloud hall yet fill the Temple, Now the blefling of our dear- 
et Lord Jeſus , & the bleſſing of him that is ſeperat from his 

brethren come upon you, 
Tours at Aberden the priſazer 


Aberden, * of Chriſt, S.R. 


—_——_— 
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To the honourable & truly noble lady , the 
VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. (7) 


M 4 D A M. 


Race, mercy & peace be to your La: I long to hear fron 

you , I am here waiting if a good wind long - looked for, 
Shall at length blow in Chritts ſailes 1n this land : But I wonderiſ 
Jeſus. be not content, to ſuffer more yet in his members,& cauk; 
& beauty of his houſe;rather then he should not be avenged upaſ 
thisland : I hear many worthy men (who ſee more in the Lord 
dealing, then I can take up with my dim light) are of a contrary 
minde, & doe beleeve the Lord is coming home again to hisſ 
houſe in Scotland: I hope he is on his journey that way ,yet I look 
not, but that he $hall feed this land, with their own blood,beforff (- 
heeſtablish his throne amongſt us, I know your Honour is na 
looking after things here-away , ye have no great cauſe to think 
that your ſtock,& princip all,is under the roof of thele viſible hea. 
vens: & I hope ye would think your ſelfa beguiled and couſene! 
Soul if it were ſo, I would be ſorry to counſell your La: to make 
a cCoyenant with time , & this life; but rather deſire you to boldin 
fair generals, & far off, from thisilifounded heaven that ison 
this {ide of the-water, Ir ſpeaketh ſome what, when our Lord 
ploweth the bloome off our daft hopes in this life, & loppeth the 
branches of our worldly joyes well nigh the root,on purpoſe,that 
they should not thrive, Lord ſpill my fools heaven in thislite, 
that I may be ſaved for ever. A forfeiture of the ſaints part of the 
yolke and marrow, of short-laughing happineſle worldly ; 1 
not {uch a real evil , as our blinded eyes doe conceive; Ian 
thinking long now for ſume deliverance , more then before : but 
I know I am in anerreur: It is poſlible I am not cometo thi 


meaſure of triall, that the Lord is ſeeking in his work. If my L 
friends in Galloway would effetualy doe for my deliverance, be 
1 would exceedingly rejoyce: but I know not , but the Lord 
hath a way , whereof he will be the only reaper of praies. Lt th 
me know with the bearer , how the childe is, the Lord be 5 " 

x 2 


(27). 


Father, & Tutour, & your onely comforter: There is nothing 
here where I am , but profanitie & atheiſme. Grace , grace be 


ith your La. | 


Abed. Feb. 13, Tour La : at all obliaged ohee 
1637. aience i Chriſt, S.R. 


—— —_—_— 


To the noble &> Chriſtian lady the 


VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. (8) 


WY of © ap £ 


| (; Race , .mercy & peace be to you , I would not omit the 


occaſion to write to your La: with the bearer: Iam glad 


| the childe is well, Gods favour even in theeyes of men be ſeen. 
| upon him ; ThopeyourLa : is thinking upon theſe ſad & woe- 


full dayes, wherein we now live; when our Lord in his righ- 
teous judgment , is ſending the kirk the gate she 1s going, 
to Romes brothell houſe to ſeek a lover of her own , ſeeing 
she hath given up with Chriſt her husband, O what ſweet com- 
fort, what rich ſalvation , is laid up for theſe , who had rather 
wash and roll their garments in their own blood , then break 
out from Chriſt by Apoſtalie ! keep your ſelt in the Jove of 
Chriſt, & ſtand far aback from the pollutions of the world : ſide 
not with theſe times, and hold off from coming nigh the ſigns 
bf a conſpiracie with theſe , that are now come out againſt 
Chriſt ; that ye may be One keept for Chriſt onely : I know your 
La: thinketh upon this, and how ye may be humbled for your 
ſelf & this backſliding land ; for I avouch , that wrath from rhe 
Lord is gone out againſt Scotland. I think ay the longer the 
better of my Royall and worthy maſter , he 1s become a 
new beloved to me now , in renewed confolations , by 
the preſence of the ſpirit of grace and glory : Chriſts gar= 
ments ſmell of the powder of the marchant when he cometh 
qut of his Ivory chambers :  O his perfumed face , his fair face , 

| kis 


(28) © 


his loyely & kindly kiſſes, have made me a poor priſoner ſee, 


there 15 more to be had of Chriit in this life, then I beleeyed: 


ve think all is but alittle earneſt , a four hours, a ſmall taſting we 


have, oristo be had in this life , which is true compared withF 


the inheritance) but yet I know it is more, It isthe Kingdom 


of God within us. Woe , woe , is me, that I have not tenfi 
loves, for that one Lord Jeſus , and that love faileth , & drieth F 
np in loving him ; & thar I finde no way to ſpend my love. 


defires, and the yolke of my heart upon that faireſt , & deareſt 


one: I am far behinde with my narrow heart, O how ebbea 
ſoul have I to take in Chritts love! for let worlds be multiplied 
according to Angels underſtanding , in millions, while they | 


weary themſelves; theſe worlds would not contain , the thou- 
ſand part of his love. Oif I could yoke in amongſt the thick of 


Angels, & Seraphims, & now-glorified Saints; & could raiſe | 


a new love-l{ong of Chriſt, before all the world ! Iam pained 
with wondering at new opened treaſures in Chriſt , if every 


finger, member , bone, and joynt, were a torch burning in 


the hotteſt fire in hell, I would they could all ſend out love- 


praiſes, high ſongs of praiſe for evermore , to that plant of re- 


nown , tothat royall & high Prince ſeſus my Lord : bur alace 
his love ſwelleth in me, & findeth no vent : alace what cana 
dumb priſoner doe or ſay for him. O for an ingine to writea 
book of Chriſt and his love , nay I am lefr of him bound , & chat 
ned with his love, I cannot finde a looſed ſoul to lift up his prat- 
ſes, and give them out to others; but oh my day light hath thick 
clouds , I cannot shine 1n his praiſes , I am often like a ship 
plying about to feek the wind , I ſayle at great leiſure , and can- 
not be blowne upon that lovlieſt Lord. O if I could turn my 
{ailesto Chriſts right arth, & that I had my hearts wishes of his 
love ! But, I bur marrehis praiſes, nay I know no compariſon 
of what Chriſt is, and what his worth is, all the Angels, & all 
the glorified, praiſe him not ſo much as in haltes, who can advan- 
ce him orutter all his praiſes? I want nothing , unknown faces 


favour me , enemies mult ſpeake good of the truth, my maſters | 


cauſe purchaſeth commendation. The hopes of my cnlargement 
from appearances axE cold , my faith hath no bed to ſleep upon, 
« | but 


an wo wk As, 9 >a i CS © = 
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"Fbut omnipotency. The goodwill of the-Lord , & his ſweeteſt 
' Ypreſence be with you and that childe. Grace & peace be yours, 


Aberden, 1637. Your La : in all duty in his ſweet 
| Lord Feſue, S.R. 


't Totheright honourable & Chriſtian Lady the 
{VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. (9) 


MAD AM, 


£ Race, mercy & peace be to your La : I would not omit te 


write a line with this chriſtian bearer , onein your La : own 


caſe, driven neerto Chriſt, in, and by , her affliftion. I wish 
| that my friendsin Galloway forget me not, however it be Chriſt 
| is ſo good, that I will have no other tutour , ſuppoſe I could have 
| waile & choiſe of ten thonſand beſide : I think now five hun- 
' | dred heavie hearts for him too little. I wish Chriſt now weeping, 
"| faffering, & contemned of men, were more dear & defierable 

| to many ſouls then heis: I am ſure if the ſaints wanted Chriſts 


croſſe , ſo profitable & ſo ſweet, they might for the gain and glory 
of it , wish is were lawfull , either to buy or borrow his crofle ; 
but it is a mercy that the ſaints have it laid to their hand for noth- 
ing, for I know no ſweeter way to heaven, then through free 
grace, & hard trials together , & one of theſe cannot well want 
another. O that time would Poſt faſter, & haſten our long-looked 
for communion , with that faireſt , faireit among the ſons of 
men. O that the day would favour us, & come , and put Chriſt 
& us in others armes ? I am ſure a few yeers will doe ourturn , 
& the ſouldiers hour-glaſſe will ſoon run out, Madam look to 
your lamp, and look for you Lords coming , & let your heart 
dwell aloof from that ſweet childe; Chriſts jealouſte will not 
admit two equall loves in your La: heat, he muſt have one, 
& that the greateſt ; a little one to a creature may, & mult ſuf- 


| ficea ſoul married to him , your maker us jour busband , Ila. 54. 


I would wish you well, & my obligation theſe many yeers by 
gone ſpeak no leſle tome, but moreT can neither wish, nor 
prey 


(30) 


pray , nor defire for to your La: then Chrift ſingled & wailedſpetvr 
out , from all created good things : or Chriſt howbeit wet inÞcav 
his own blood , and wearing a crown of thorns. I am ſure theſſtow 
faints at their beſt, are but ſtrangers to the weight , & worth|wov 
of the incomparable ſweetnefle of Chriſt : He is ſo new , ſo freshterm 
in excellency , every day of new , to theſe that ſearch more andÞnot 
more in him , asif heaven could furnish as many new Chriſtin» 
(IfI may ſpeak ſo) as there are dayes betwixt him & us, & ye 

he is one and the ſame. Oh welovean unknown lover, when 

we love Chrift ! Let me hear how the childe is every way , the} - 
Prayers of a priſoner of Chriſt be upon him , grace for evermoreſ| © 
eycn while glory perfeEtit, be with your La: 


| Tours in hu ſweet Lord 
Aberd. 1637, Tſe, $.K, 


To the noble &+ Chriſtian lady the (; 
VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. (10) 


M 4 D 4 M, 


N Otwithſtanding the great haſte of the bearer I would 
bleſſe your La: in paper , defiring , that ſince Chriſt hath 
ever envicd , that the world should haye your love by him , 
that ye give your ſelt out for Chriſt , and that ye may be 
for nv other. I know none worthy of you but Chrift , Ma- 
dam I am etther ſuffering for Chriſt , and this 1s either the ſure 
arid good way , or I have done with heaven and will never ſce 
Gods face (which I bleſſe him cannot be.) I write my blef- 
fing to that ſweet childe that ye have borrowed from God , he 
1s no heritage to you but a loan , love him as folks doe bor- 
rowed things : my heart is heavie for you. They 1ay the 
Kirk of Chriſt hath ncither ſon , nor heir , and therefore her 
ememies shall aþfefle her: but I know he is not thar ill friends 
ed, her husbaM 1s her heir, andshe his heritage. If my Lord 
would be Pleaſed I would deſire ſome were dealt with, for my 
n return 
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ailegfteturu to 4nwoth, but if that never be, I thank God Anwoth 1s tiot 
et inflbeaven » preaching is not Chriſt, I hope to wait on. Let me hear 
e theſhow the childe is, and your La: minde & hopes of him, fort 
-orthIwould eaſe my heart to know that he is well. Iam in good 
fregh lterms with Chriſt , but ok my guiltineſſe, yet he bringeth 
and not plea's betwixr him and me to the ftreets, and betore the 
wrifeſun, Grace , grace, for evermore be with your La : 

& yet Aberd. 1637. T.nr La , at allobedience in 
rhen Chrift, S. R. 


the} — - 

nor 7otheright honourable &> Chriſtian Lady , 
my Lady 

VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE (11) 


Ws M A D A M. 
(G Race mercy & peace to you : I am refreshed with your Let- 
F ter: the right hand of him to whom belong the itlu$from 
death, hath been gracious to that ſweer childe , 1 dow no I doe 
not forget him , & your La: in my prayers. Madam for your 
own caſe , I love carefull , and withall doing-complainrs of 
want of prafticz, becauſe I obſerve many who think it holineſs 
uld enough , to complain and ſet themſelves at nothing ; as if ro lay 
ath JI am ſick , would cure them - they think complaints a good 
m , ſ|charme for guiltineſs. I hope ye are wreſtling & ſtrugling 
beſion, in this dead age, wherin folks have loſt tongue , and legs 
{a- ſand armes for Chriſt. L urge upon you Madam, a neerer commu=- 
re I non with Chriſt agit a growing communion: There are curtains 
ſee to be drawn by, in Chriſt, that we never ſaw , and new fold- 
ef. £ ings of love in him: I deſpair thar ever I shall win to the far 
he end of that love, there are ſo many pliesin it. Therefore dig 
21- | deep , and iweat, and labour, and take paines for him ; and 
he I ft by ſo much time in the day for him ; as you can :; he will be 
er won with labour. I, his exiled prifoner ſought him, and he hath 
d- | rued upon me, and hath madea moan for me, as he doth for 
rd | his own, Fer.z1: 20, Ila45: 11. and I know not what to doe 
y | with Chriit , his love {urroundeth , . and ſurchargeth me. 
'N I am 


Lord 
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and burdened with it , but O how ſweet & lovely is that. burden, 
I dow not keep it within me: 1 am foinlove with his loye, 
that if his loye were not in heaven, I would be unwilling to goe N 
there. O what weighing & what telling is in Chriſtsloye! 1 *** 
fear nothing now ſo much, as the laughing of Chriſts croſle, w 
& the loye-showers that accompany it : I wonder what he mean- 
eth to put ſuch a ſlave at the board- head , at his own 
elbow. Oh that I should lay my black mouth to ſuch 
a fair , fair, fair face as Chriſts: but I dare not refuſe tobe 
loved, the cauſe is not in me why he hath looked upon me, &fl © 
loved me , for he got neither budde nor hire of me , it coft me 
nothing , it is good cheap love, O the many pound-weight; 

of his love under which I am ſweetly preſſed ! Now Madam, [ 
perſwade you , the greateſt part but play with Chriſtianity, 
they put it by hand caſlly : Ithought it had been an eafie thing 

to be a Chriſtian , and that tro ſeek God , had been ar the 
next door , but oh the windings, the turnings , the up's, &Þ.. . 
the down's, that he hath led me through, and I ſee yet much [ 
way to the tourd , he ſpeaketh with my reins in the night ſex 
ſon and in the morning , when I awake I- finde his love. ar- n 
rowes that he shot at me, ſticking in my heart: who will help me _ 
topraiſe? who will come lift with me , & ſet on high his grex |," © 
love? and yer l finde that a fire-flaught of challangeswill come 
in at mid-ſummer, andqueſtion me, but it is onely to kcep 4 " 
ſinner in order. Asfor Friends | shall not think the world , tobe 
the world , if that well goe not drie, I truſt in God , to uſe the 
world as a Canny or Cunning-maſter doeth a knave-ſervant 
(at leſt God give me grace to doe {5) he giveth him no handling 
or credit , onely he intruſteth him with common errands, 
wherin he cannot play the knaye: I pray God I may not give 
this world credit of my joyes, and comforts, and contidence, 
that were to put Chriſt out of his office : nay I counſel you Ma N,, f 
dam , from alittle experience , let Chriſt keep the great ſeal , & 


intruſt him ſo, as to hing your veſlels great and ſmall, and el 
pin your burdens upon the nail faitened in Davids houle, " 


Iſai, 22 : 22. Let me not bewell, it eyer they get the tutour! 
3 YE te 


of my comforts: away, away with irreſpouſall Tutours , we 
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would play mea lip , & then Chriſt would laugh at me , & ſay 
well- wared,try again ere ye truſt. Now woe is me for my whot- 
sh mother the Kirk of Scotland ; Oh who will bewaile her : 


Now the preſence of the great Angel of the covenant to be with 
you & that {ſweet childe. 


Aberd. March, 7.  MNoursin his ſweet Lord 
1637, | Teſus, S. R, 


——_ 
_ 


Tothe right honourable & Chriſtian Lady ; 
my Lady 
KR ENMURE. (1:2) 


M 4 D 4 M, 


| her the offered oppottunity of this worthy bearer I conld 
not omit to anſwer the heads of your letter. 1. I think not 
much to ſet down in paper ſome good things anent Chriſt , 


"that ſealed and holy thing , & to feed my ſoul with raw wishesto 
Mix one with Chriſt:for a wish is but broken & half-love, but veri=- 


f to obey this, come & ſee: is a harder matter. but oh I haye 
ther ſmoak then fire, & gueſſings rather then reall aſfarances of 
tim; I have little or nothing to {ay , that I am as one who hath, 
found favour in his eyes ; but there is ſome pining & miſman= 
tered hunger, that maketh me miſcall and nickname Chriſt as 
changed Lord , but alace it is ill flitten, I can fiot beleeve 
without a pledge, I cannot take Gods word without a Caution 
$if Chriſt had loſt and fold his credit , and were not in mf 
books reſponſall and taw-biding ,, but this is my way , for his 
Way is , Ephef. 1:13. after that ye beleeved ye were ſealed , with 
the holy ſpirit of promiſe. 2. Ye write that I am filled with knowe 
kdge. and ſtand not in need of theſe warnings , but certainly 
my lightis dim , whenit cometh ro handy-grips : and how ma» 
ty have full coffers & yet empty bellies: light and the faving 
te of light, are far different. © What need have I to w_ 
- rus 


agg F 
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the ashes blowen away from my Dying-out fire! may be; 

book-man , and be an [Idiot & ſtark fool in Chriſts way , learn. 

ing will not beguile Chriſt , the Bible beguiled the Pharaſces, 

& ſo may I be miſted : 'Therefere as night watches hold one a. 

nother waking , by ſpeaking to one another , ſo have we need ty 

hold one another on foot ; ſleep ftealeth away the light of 

watching , even the light that reproveth ſleeping. I doubt na 

but moe should fetch heaven, if they beleeved not heaven t9 
be at the next door: the worlds negative holineſs , no adulter. 

er , no murderer, no thief , no Couliner , maketh men beleev:ſ 

they are already glorified ſaints : but the , 6. Chap. to the, 

Heb: may affright us all, when we hear that men may taked 

the gifts, and common graces of the holy ſpirit , and a taſted} 

the powers of thelife to come, to hell with them : here is repro- 

bate filver which yet ſeemeth to have the Kings Image, ani 

ſuperſcription upon it. 3. I finde you complaining of your ſelf 

& it becometh a ſinner ſo todoe, I am not againſt you in that, 

ſenſe of death , isa fib friend , & and of kin and blood to life , the 

more ſenſe, the more life , the more ſenſe of fin, the leſle fin, 1 

would loye my pain, & ſorneſs, & my wounds, howbeit theſe 

Should bereave me of my nights ſleep, better then my wound 

without pain. O how ſweet a thing is it , to give Chriſt his hand: 

ſull of broken armes , & legs, & disjointed bones. 4 Be not afraid 

for little grace, Chriſt ſoweth his livingſeed , & he will not loſe 

his ſeed : if he haye the guiding of my ſtock, and ſtate , itshal not 

miſcarry, Our ſpilt works, loſſes, deadneſs, coldne(s , wretch- 

edneſs; are the ground which the good husband-man labour 

eth. 5. Ye write that his compailions faile not, notwith. 

ftanding that your {ſervice to Chriſt miſcarrieth: To the which 

I anſwer: God forbid that there were buying , and ſelling 
and blocking for as good again , betwixt Chriſt and us; 

for then free grace might goe play it , and a Saviour ing 

dumb, and Chriſt goe and jleep : but wegoe to heaven witli, 
light shoulders, andall the bairn-time, and the veſſels great and 
ſmall that we have , are faſtned upon the ſure nail, I fa 22: 24 
the onely danger is, that we give grace more a doe then Gol 
giycth it, that is, by turning his grace into wantonneſs, 6. Ye 

re Wrltt 
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Frite few ſee your guiltineſs , and ye canttot be free with many; 


| as with me; I Anſwer 2 bleſſed be God , Chrift & we are not 


heard before mens courts, it is at home betwixt him and us, 


# that pleas are taken away. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. Tours in his ſweet Lord 
Feſus , S. R. 


a 
—— 


To the right honourable && Chriſtian 
Lady , my Lady. 


KENMURE. (13) 


M A D A M. 


G Race , mercy and peace be to your La: God be thanked 


yeare yetin poſſeſſion of Chriſt & that ſweet childe : Ipray 
God the former may be ſure heritage, & the latter aloan for 
your comfort , while he doe good to his poor aftlicted , withered 
mount Sion: & who knoweth bur our Lord hath comforts laid 
up in ſtore for her & you. I am per{waded Chritt hath boughe 
vou by, the devil, & hell, & ſin, that they have no claimeto 
you; &that isa rich & unvaluable mercy. Long fince , ye were 
half challenging deaths cold kindneſs , in being 1o ſlow and 
ſwier to come and looſe a tired priſoner : but ye ſtand in need of 
all the croſſes, loſſes, changes, & ſad hearts that Lefell you 
ſince that time : Chritt knoweth the body of ſ1n unſubdued , will 
take them all & more : we know that Paul had need of the devils 
ſervice, to buffet him , & far more we, But my dear & honou- 


able Lady, ſpend your ſand-glaſſe well : Iam ſure ye haye law 


to raiſe a ſuſpenſion againſt all , that devils, men , friends, 
world ; loſſes , hell, or {in can decree againſt you : it's good your 


/ croſſes will but convey you to heavens gates: /z can they not goe , 


the gates shall be cloſed on them , when ye $hall be admitted to 
the throne. Time ſtandeth not ſill, eternity 1s hard at our door 
O what is laid up for you ! Therefore harden your face againſt 
the wind , & the Lamb your husband 15 makingh ready for you 
GC 2 the 
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tlie bride groom would fain have that day , as gladly as your 
Horiour would wish to have it, he hath not _—_— you, [ 
have heard a rumour of the Prelats purpoſe to banish me, but le 
it come if God ſo will , the other ſide of the ſea is my father f 
ground aſwell as this ſide: I ow bowing to God but no ſeryil 
bowing to croſſes, I haye been but too ſoft in that: Iam com. þ 
forted that Iam perſwaded fully that Chrift is halfer with mein 
this well-born and honeſt croſſe, & if he claime right to the 
beſt half of my troubles , (as I know he doeth tothe whole; ) IF * 
Shall remit it ever to Chriſt , what I shall doe in this caſe : [ 
know certainly my Lord Jeſus will not marre nor ſpill my ſuffer. 
ings, he hath uſe for them in his houſe, O what it worketh Þ © 


on me, to remember thar a ftranger who cometh not in by the Þ 


door, shall build hay & ſtuble upon the golden foundationl Þ 
laid amangſt that people in 4nworh + but Iknow providence þ 
looketh nor aſquint but looketh ftraight our , & thorow all mens þ 
darkneſſe; O that I coutd wait upon the Lord : I had but one 
eye , one joy , one delight , even to preach Chriſt, & my 
mothers ſons were angry at me, & haye pur out the poor mans | 
one eye, and what have I behinde? Iam iurethis ſowre world þ 
hath loſt my heart deſervedly, but oh that there were a dayes-man 
to lay his hand upon us both , & determine upon my part of it, 
Alace that innocent and lovely truth should beſold , my tears 
are but little worth , but yet for this thing I weep , F weep: alace 
that my fair & lovely Lord Jeſus should be miskent in his own 
houſe, it reckoneth little of five hundred the like of me : Yet 
the water goeth not over faiths breadh , yer our King liyeth; 
I write the priſoners bleſſing , the good will, & long laſting 
Kindneſſe, with the comforts of the very God of peace beto 
your La: & to your ſweet childe, grace, grace be with you, 


Aberd. Sep. 7, Tour honours At all obedience in hi 
1637. ſweet Lord Teſus, Se R, 
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To the much honoured 


JOHN GORDON, (14) 


Of Cardoneſs elder » 


M Uch honoured and deareſt in my Lord , Grace , merey & 


peace betoyou, my ſoul longeth exceedingly to hear how 


1 | matters goe betwixt you and Chriſt; and whether or not there 
| F beany work of Chriſt in that parish, that will bide the triall 
| of fre & water : let me be weighed of my Lord in aJjuſt ballance , 
| if your ſouls lie not weighty upon me: you goe to bed & you 

| riſe wirh me, thoughts of your ſoul (my deareſt in our Lord) 
| depart not from me in my ſleep: ye have agreat part of my 
| tears, fighs, ſupplications, & prayers: O ifl could buy your 


fouls ſalvation with any ſuffering whatſoever , & that ye &I 


might meetwith Joy up in the Rain-bow, when we shall ſtand bes 
| fore our judge! O*my Lord forbid I have any hard thing to depon 
| againft you in thatday ! O that he whoquickneth the dead , 
; | would give life to my ſowing among you! whar joy is there (next 


to Chriſt) that ſtandeth on this ſide of death , would comfort me 
more , then that the ſouls of that poor people were in ſafety , & 
beyond all hazard of loſeing ; Sir, shew the people this, for 
when I write to you 1think I write to you all old and young- 
fulfill my joy and ſeekethe Lord ; Sure Iam , once I diſcovered 


© By , lovely, royall. princely Lord Jeſus to you al. Woe, woe 
| woe Shall be your part of it for evermore , if the Goſpel be not 


the ſavour of life unto life to you : as many ſermons as I preach- 
ed, as many ſentences as I uttered, as many points of dit= 
tay shall they be: when the Lord $hall plead with the world, 
tor the evil of their doings Beleeve me , I finde heaven a city 
hard to be won , the righteous will ſcarcely be ſaved : O what 
violence of thronging , will heaven take! alace I ſee many 


'Þ} deceiving them ſelves, for we will all ro heaven, now every. 


foul dog with his foul feet will ig at the ncereſt , to the new 
& clean ſeruſalem : all fay they have faith, & the greateſt part 
inthe world know not and will not conſider, that a lip in the 

| C 3 mat= 
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matter of their ſalvation , is the moſt pitifull {lip that can be; & 
that noloſſe is comparable to this lofſe, O then ſee that there be 


Not a looſe pin in the work of your ſalvation ! for ye will not be. f 


lceve how quick]y the judge will come ; & for your ſelf, 1 know 
that death is waiting & hovering,& lingering at Gods command, 
that ye may be prepared. Then ye had need to ſtir your time & to 


take eternity, & death, to your riper adviiment;a wrong ſtep ora Þþ 
wrong ſtor in going out of this lite, in one property, is like the tin 
againit the holy Ghoſt, & can never be forgiven, becaule ye can- 
not come back again thorow the laſt water, to mourn forit. 1 
Know your counts are many, and will take telling, and layiug, & | 


reckoning betwixt you and your Lord; fit your counts, and 


order them : loſe not the laſt play , what ever yedoe; fourin 
that play with death , your precious ſoul istheprice : - for the Þ 


Lords ſake ſpill not the play, & loſe not ſuch a treaſure. Ye know 
out of love I had to your ſoul , and out of defire I had to 


make an honelt ceunt for you, I teſtified my diſpleaſure and dif- | 


lIixing of your wayes very often, both in privat & publike: 1 
am not now a witneſs of your doings, but your judge is al wayes 
your witneſs. I beſeech you by the mercies of God , by the 
falyation of your ſoul, by your comfort , when your eye ſtrings 
Shall break , & the face wax pale, & the ſoul shall tremble toe 
out of the lodging of clay; and by your compyearance before 
your aw full judge; after the ſight of this letter take a new courſe 
with your wayes >, and now in the end of your day, 
make ſure of heaven : examine your ſelf if ye be in 
good earneſt in Chriſt, for ſome, Heb 6, 4, are partakers of the 
baly Ghoſt, & taſte of the good word of God , &r of the powers of :he 
hife to come: & yet have no part in Chriſt at all, Many think 
they beleeve , but never tremble: the devils are futrher on, 
then theſe, Jam. a: 19. Make ſure to your {elf that ye are aboue 
ordinary profeſſors ; the ſixth part of your ſpan-length and hand- 
breadth of dayes, ts ſcarcely before you : Halte, haſte , for the 


| , tide will not bide : Put Chriſt upon all your accouuts , & your || 


ſecrets: Better it is that ye give him your counts in this life , out 
of yonr own hand,then that after this life, be take them from you, 
T gever knew {o well what fin vras, as gnce I came to Aberden ; 
: : - how; 
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howbeit I was preaching of it toyou. To feel the ſmoke of hel's 
fire, in the throat -, for half an hour , to ſtand beſide a river 


of fire & brimſtone , broader then the earth, and to think to 
be bound hand & foot, & caiten in the midſt of it, quick ; & 


then to have God locking the priſon door , never to be opened 
for all eternitv  O how will it shake a conſcience , that hath any 


lite in it! I finde the fruits of my pains to have Chriſt and that 
people once fairly met, now mecteth my ſoul in my {ad hours, 
| & I rejoyce that I gave fair warning of all the corruptions ,! now 


 entring in Chrſſts houſe , and now many a ſweet , ſweet , ſoft 
| kiſe , many perfumed well ſmelled kiſles, & embracements , 


have I received of my royall Maſter : He & I have had much 


| love together. I have for the preſent a ſick , dwining life, 


| 


with much pain, & much love ſickneſs for Chriſt : O what 
Iwould give to have a bed made to my wearied ſoul, in his bo- 
ſome ! I would friſt heaven for many yeers , to have my fill of 


| Jeſus in this life , & to have occaſion to offer Chriſt to my people: 


& to wooe many people to Chriſt. I cannot tell you what 


| fveet pain , and delightſome torments are in Chriſts love? I 


often challenge time , that holdeth us ſundry, I profeſs to you 
Ihaveno reſt , I have no caſe while I be over head & ears in 
lov's-ocean. If Chriſts love , ( that fountain of delight) were 
lid as open to me as I would wish ; O how would I drink, and 
drink abundantly ; O how drunken would this my ſoul be! I 
half call his abſence cruell , and the mask & vaile on Chriſts facc, 
a cruell covering , that hideth ſuch a fair, fair face , from a 
iick ſoul. I dare not challenge himſelf , but his abſence is a 
mountain of iron upon my heavie heart. O when will we 
meet! O how long is it to the dawning of the marriage- day ! 
0 ſweet Lord Jeſus take wide ſteps! O my Lord come over 
mountains at one ſtride! O my beloved flee like aroe , or young 
hart , upon the mountains of ſeparation ! O if he would fold the 


heavens together like an old cloak , & shovle time and dayes out | 


ofthe way , & make ready in haſte the lambs wife for her hus« 
band !: Since he looked upon me, my heart is not mine own , 
he hath run away to heaven with it: I know it was not for no= 
thing , that I ſpake ſo meekle good = Chriſt to you in pub] _ 

| - 4 bens 


(49) 


Oif the heaven & the heaven of heayens were paper , and the ſyſhen 

inke, & the multitude of mountains pens of braſſe , & I wereſſ& 1 

able to write that paper , within, and without, full of theſſple 

praifes of my faireſt, my deareſt, my lovelieſt, my ſweeteſt, myſſ{pic 

matchleſs, and my moſt marrowleſſe and marvellous welbelefſzha 

yed! woeis me I cannot ſet him out to men & Angels. O therefor 

are few tongues to ſing love-{ongs of his jn comparable excellen.{& | 

£y > What can I poor priſoner doe to exalt him ; or what courſſſpec 
can I take to cxtol! my lofty , & lovely Lord Jeſus? Iampy bs 

to my wits end , how to get his name made great, Bleſsed theyſf ſen 
who would help mein this , how ſweet are Chriſts back-parts!ſſ bic 

O what then is in his face ! Theſe that ſee his face, how dou yo 
they get their eye plucked off him again ! Look up to him andfſ w! 

love him, O loveand live. It werelife to me if ye would realſf by 
this letter to that people, & if they did profit by it, Oif I could Sc 
cauſe them die of love for Jeſus ! charge them by the ſalvationſſ w 
of their ſouls, to hang about Chriſts neck, & take their fill df in 
his love, & follow him as I taught them : part by no mean} fa 
with Chriſt; hold faſt what ye have received ; Keep the truth m 
once delivered, If ye or that people quite it in an hair, orinff} ar 
an hoof; ye break your conſcience in twain : and who then ca yc 
amend it, and caſt a knot on it? my deareſt in the Lord ſtand 
faſt in Chriſt; Keep the faith ; contend for Chriſt; wreſtle for 
him, & take mens teud for Gods favour , thereis no compariſon 
betwixt theſe, O that my Lord would fulfill my joy , and keep 
#he young bride to Chriſt : that is at £zwoth , And now whoever 
they be , that have returned to the old yomit fince my de 
parture; I binde upon their back , in my mafters name & autho- 
nity ; the long-laſting weighty vengeance , and curſ: 
of God , in my Lords name I give them a doom of black, 
unmixed, pure wrath , which my maſter shall ratife and make 
good , when we ſtand together before him : except they tim- 
puſly repent , and turn to the Lard. And I write to thee, 
poor mourning , and broken hearted beleever , be: who thou 
will, of the free ſalvation : Chriſts ſweet balme for thy 
yoounds , O poor humble belcever : Chriſts kiſſes for thy watery 
Seeks ; Chrilts blood of atonement for thy guilty ſoul , CHA 
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the flþeaven for thy poor ſoul, though once banished out of paradiſe , 
[ were my maſter shall make good my word ere lang. O that peo- 
þt theſple were wiſe ! O that people were wiſe O thar people would 
ſt, myſſſpier out Chriſt, & never reſt while they finde him ! Q how 
1belof;hall my ſoul mourn in ſecret , if my nine yeers pained head , & 
therefore breaſt, and pained back, and grieved heart, and privat , 
ellen f& publike prayers to God, shall all be for nothing among that 
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cople. Nid my Lord Jeſus ſend me but to ſummond you ber 
be your judge, & to leave your ſummonds at yout houſes?was I 
ſent as a witneſs onely to gather your dittay's, O my God for- 
bid ; often did I tell you of a fan of Gads word to come amoug 
you , for the contempt of it, I told you often of wrath, 
wrath from the Lord , to come upon Scotland, and yet I bide 
by my Maſters word ; it is quickly coming , deflation for 
Scotland , becauſe of the quarrell of a broken covenant. Now 
worthy Sir, now my dear people, my joy, and my crown 
inthe Lord, let him be your fear, ſeck the Lord , and his face , 
fave your ſouls : doves flee to Chriſts windows : pray tcr 
me. & yraiſe for me. The bleſſing of my God, the prayers 
and bleſſing of a poor priſoner and your lawtfull paſtor be upon 
Jou, 


Aberd. Tune. 16, Your Lawfull & Low;ng 
| + | Paſtor, S. R, 


Þ - 


To the right honourable & C briſtian Lady , 
: my Lady 


OT 0 


M AD A M. 


N Race, mercy and peace be to you, from God our Father , 
T and from our Lord Jeſus, Chriſt : T cannot but thank 
jour La: for your Letter that hath refreshed my ſoul. Irhink 


-1f many wayes obliged to yourLa: for your loveto my 
RE, C 5 afflicted: 
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afflicted brother , now embarked with me , in that ſame cauſe: 
his Lord hath been pleaſed to put him upon truths ſide: 1 hope 
your La: will betriend him with your counſell, and counte | 

nance in that countrey , where he is a ſtranger: & your La: ſj 
needeth not fear but your kindneſs to his own , $hall be put up 
in Chriſts accounts. Mow Madam for your La : caſe , Ire 
Joyce exceedingly that the Father of lights, hath made you ſee, 
that there is a nick in Chriſtianity , which ye contend to be at; | 

& that 15 toquit the right eye, & the right hand, &to keep the þ 

Son of God : I hope your deſire is to make him your garland, & þ p 
your eye looketh up the mount, which certainly is nothing but 
the new creatures: fear not , Chriſt will not caſt water upon þ 
your ſmoaking coal, & then who elſe dare doe it , if he ſay nay? Þ 


Be ſorry at corruption & not ſecure , that companion lay with Þ ti 


you 1n your mothers womb, & was as carly friends with you, þ 
as the breath of lite, & Chriſt will not have it otherwiſe; for 
he delighteth to take vp fallen bairns & to mend broken brows: 
binding up of wounds, is his office: Ifai. 61, Firſt, I am glad F 
Chriſt will get employment of his calling in you , many a whole 
ſoul is in heaven , which was ſicker then ye are: He is content 
ye lay broken arms , & legs on his knee , that he may ſpelk them, 
2. Hiding of his face is wiſe love, his love is not fond , doting, 
& reaſonleſs, to give your head 'no other pillow , while ye bein 
at heavens gates, but to lie betwixt his brelts, & lean upon his bo- 
ſome: Nay hisbairns, muſt often have the froſty cold ſide of 
the hill, & ſet down both their bare feet among thorns: His Þ 
love hath eyes, & in the mean timeis looking on, Our pride 
mult have winter weather to rot it. But I know Chriſt & ye 
Shall not be heard , ye will whiſper it over betwixt your ſelves, 
& agree again , for the Anchor-tow abideth faſt within the 
vaile ; the end of it is in Chriſts ten fingers, who dare 
pull if he hold ? I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, ſaying, 
fear not , I will help thee © Iſa, 41 : 13. fear not Incob. The ſea-lick 
paſſenger shall come to Land, Chriſt will be the firſt that will 
meet you on the shore. I hope your la: will keep the Kings 
high-way ; goeon in the ſtrength of the Lord in haſte, asifye 
had not leifure to ſpeak to the Inne-keepers by the way : heis 

| oye: 
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over beyond time in the other fide of the water who thinketh 


lng for you. For my unfaithfull ſelf, Madam , I muſt {ay 2 


word: At my firſt coming hither , the devil made many black 
: Flies of my Lord Jeſus, & ſaid the court was changed , and he 
 E'was angry & would giv2 an evil ſervant his leave at mid-terme z 
- Bbut he gave me grace not to take my leave, I reſolved to bide 


ſummonds , and fit, howbeit it was ſuggeſted-& ſaid , what should 


; © be done with a withered tree , but over the dike withit ? Butnow , 
now» (I darenot , I dow not keepitup) whois feaſted as his 
| poor exiled priſoner? I think shame of the board-head , & the 


firſt meile , & the royall Kings dining-hall; and that my black 


hand 5hould come on ſuch a rulers table : BufEcannot mend it, 
? F Chriſt muſt have his will; onely he paineth rhy ſoul ſo , ſome- 
* times with his love , that I have been nigh to paſſe modeſty, & 
| tocry out , he hath left a ſmoaking burning coal in my heart , 
| & gone to the door himſelf, and left me & 1t together ! yet it 1s 


not deſertion , I know not what it 1s ; but Twas never ſo ſick 


for him as now. I durſt not challenge my Lord, if I got na 
| more for heaven , it is a daring croſſe. I know he hath other 


thing to doe , then to play with me, & trinle an apple with me, 
& that this feaſt will end. O for inſtruments in Gods name , that 
this is he! and that I may make uſe of it, when it will bea 
neer friend within me, & when it will be ſaid by a challenging» 
devil where 15 my God? Since I know it will not laſt, I deſire 
but to keep broken meat : but let no man after me, flander 


| Chriſt for his crofſe. The Great Lord of the Covenant , who 


brought from the dead, the great shepherd of his sheep , by the 
blood of the eternall covenant , eſtablish you , and keep you & 
yours to his appearance. 


Aberd. March. 7, Tours in his ſwees Lord. 
1637; Teſu, S.R. 
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To Mr. 
ALEXANDER HENDERSON. (16) 


My reverend & dear Brother, 


Ii Received your Letters: They are as apples of gold to me; 
for with my ſweet feaſts ( & they are above the deſerving of 
ſuch a ſinner , high & out of meaſure )I have ſadneſs to ballat 


me, & weight me a little. It is but his boundleſs wiſdom, 


who hath taken the tutouring of his witleſſe childe, andheÞ 


knoweth , to be drunken with comforts , is not ſafeft for our > 
ſtomackes : However it be , the din and noiſe and glooms df 


Chriſts croſſe , are weightier then it ſelf. I proteſt to you | 
( my witneſle is in heaven ) I could wish many pound weight; : 
added to my crofle , to know that by ſufferings , Chriſt were 


ſet forward in his kingly office in this Land. Oh what is my 
Skin to hisglory, Or my lofles , or my ſad heart, to the apple 
of the eye of our Lord , & his beloved ſpouſe , his precious truth, 
his royal priviledges, the glory of manifeſted juſtice in giving 
of his foes a dash , the teſtimony of his faithſull ſervant , who 


doe glorifie him when he rideth upon poor weak wormes , & | 


. triumpheth in them ! I defireyouto pray that I may come out 
of this furnace with honeſty , & that I may leave Chrilts truth no 


worſe then I found it > & that this moſt honourable cauſe , may Þ 
neither be tained , nor weakned, As for your caſe my Reverend Þ 


and Deareſt Brother, yeare the talking of the North and South; 
& looked to ſo, asit ye were all cryſtall glaſſe, your mots and 
duſt should ſoon be proclaimed, & trumpets blowne at yonr ſlips: 
But I know ye haye laid help upon one that is mighty. Intruf 
not your comforts to mens airy & frothy applauſe , neither lay 


your down-caſtings on the tongues of ſalt mockers , & reproach- Þ 


ers of podlineſs : As decivers & yet true, as unknown CF yet 


wel known, God hath called you to Chriſts ſide, and the wind þ 


is now on Chriſts face in this land; and ſeeing ye are with him 
ye cannot expect thelee-ſide, or the ſunny-ſide of the brae - But 
I know ye haye reſolyed totake Chriſt upon any _—— 

oever 


(45) 
ſever : I hope ye doe not rue , though your carfe be hated , 8 
that prejudices are taken up againſt it; Theshieldsof the werld 
think our Maſter cumberſome wares ; & that he maketh too 
feat din, & that his cords and yoks make blains & deep fcores 
6) in their neck , therefore they kick , they fay this man shall not 
reigne over us. Let us pray one for another, He who hath 
Þ made you a choſenarrow in his quiver, hide you in the hoftow 
me, of his hand: Iam. 


Ki Aberd, March. 9g, Tours in hu ſweet Lord 
on, | 1637. | Feſws, S, R. 
d he | > 


150f Tothe right honourable my Lord 
zl L O W D O N. (17) 


= MY very noble & honourable Lord , Grace , mercy and 

prace be to you, I make bold to write to your Lo: that 
th, you may know the honourable cauſe ye are graced to profeſſe, 
ins is Chriſts own truth. Ye are many wayes bleiſed of Cod , who 
vio Þ hath raken upon you , to come out to the ſtreets, with Chrif 
 & Þ on your fore-head ; when ſo many are ashamed of him , and hide 
Out F him ( as it were) under their cloak , as if he were a ſtolen 
nf Chriſt. If this faithlefs generation, ( and eſpecially the Nobles 
12 Þ of this Kingdom, ) thought not Chrift dear wares, and Re- 
0d IB fgion expenſive, hazardous, and dangerous, they would not 
h; flip from his cauſe as they doe and ſtand looking on, with their 
nd Þ hands folded behinde their back , when lowns are rufining away 
Ps- & with the ſpoile of Sion on their back , and the boards of the 
ull F $00 of Gods tabernacle, Law and Juſtice are to be had to any , 
ay eſpecially for money , & moyen; but Chriſt can get nolaw , 
he good cheap nor dear. It were the glory and honour of you 
/# Þ who are the Nobles of this land, to plead for your wronged 
1d bridegroom , and his oppreſſed Spouſe , as far as zeal & ſtanding 
M Þ} law will goe with you. Your ordinary logicke from the event 


; (that it will ape no good) to the cauſe ( and therefore ſilencs is 
o be 
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beff, till the Loyd put to his own hand) it is not (with reverengÞ i 
of your Lo: Learning) worth a ſtraw : Eyents are Gods, le 
us doe, and not plead againſt Gods Office , let him fit at hi 
own helme who moderateth all eyents. It 1s not a good courſety 
complain that we cannot get a providence of gold , when oy 
lIafneſs, cold zeal , temporiſing , and faithleſs fearfulnelſs ſpi, 
leth good providence, Your Lo: willpardon me, lam not 
that minde, that tumults or armes is the way to put Chriſt on hi 
throne, or that Chriſt will be ſerued & truth vindicated onehſ 
with the arme of flesh and blood : nay , Chriſt doth his tunſ 
with lefſe din then with garments rolled in blood. But IF 
would, the zeal of God were in the Nobles , to doe theirpat 
for Chriſt : and I muſt be pardoned ro write to your Lo: this: 


I dow not , I dare not but ſpeak to others, what God hathſÞþ 


done to the ſoul of his poor , afflicted , exiled priſoner : his 
comfort is more then I ever knew before , he hath ſealed the 
honourable cauſe I now ſuffer for , & I $hall not beleeve thaÞ 
Chriit will put his Amex & ring upon an imagination : he hath 
made all his promiſes good to me , and hath filled up all the} 
blanks with his own hand: I would not exchange my bond; 
with the plaiftered joy of this whole world. It hath plex 
ed him to make a ſinner the like of me , an ordinary ban 
quetter in his houſe of wine , with that royall Prince- 
ly. one Chriſt Jeſus. O what weighing ! O what telling 
1s in his love ! how ſweet muſt he be, when that black 
and Burdenſome tree , his own crofle , is ſo perfumed with 
joy and gladneſs! O For help to lift him up by praiſes , on his 
royall threne! 1 ſeek no more but that his name may be ſpread 
abroad in me, that meekle good may be ſpoken of Chriſton 
my behalf: this being done, my loſſes, place. ſtipend , cre- 
dit, caſe, and Liberty , $shall all be made up to my full cons 
tentment, and joy of heart, I will be confident your Lo: 


Will goe on in the ſtrength of the T.ord , and keep Chritt&Þ 1 


avouch him, that he may read your name publikly before men Þ 


& Angels. I will entreat your Lo: to exhort & encourage that Þ 1 


Nobleman your Chief to doe the ſame: but Tam woe, manſ 


ef you findea new wiſdom , which deſeryeth not ſuch a name; 
i 
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it were better that men should ſee, that their wiſdom be holy 
& their holineſs wiſe: I mult be bold to defire your Lo: To 
zdde to your former favours to me (for the which your Lo : 
1rſenff hath a priſoners bleſſing & prayers) this, that ye would bepleaſed 
n offi to befriend my brother , now {ſuffering for the ſame cauſe. For 
(5 ſpil.Þ he isto dwell nigh your Lo: Bounds ; your Lo; word & coun- 
tenance may help him, Thus recommending your Lo: to the 
faying grace & tender mercy of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. I ret. 


Aberd, March. g, Your Lo: obliged Servant in 
But i | I 637. Chriſt, S.R. 
rpath - 
this: 
| hath | To e Ar. 
w WILLIAM DALGLISH), 


1 the 


the Miniſter of the Goſpel. (18) 


hath 


= | Reverend © Dear Brother, 
lesſ- Race , mercy & peace be to you : I am well , my Lord 
ban» Jeſus is Kinder to me then ever he was, it pleaſeth him to 


nce- | dine & ſup with his afflitted priſoner, a King feaſteth me, and 
ling þ his ſpiknard caſteth a ſweet ſmell. Put Chrifts love to the triall 
lack Þ and put upon it burdens, & then it will appear love indeed: we 
with | employ not his love , & therefore we know it not. I verily count 
1 kis Þ more of the ſufferings of my Lord , then of this worlds luſtred & 
read © overguilded glory : I dare not fay but my Lord Fetus harh fully 
t on Þ recompenſed my ſadneſs, with his joyes 2 my lofles , with his 
cre- | own preſence : I finde it a ſweet & rich thing to exchange my 
cons Þ forrows with Chriſts joyes ,* my afflictions with that {weet 
Lo: Þ peace 'I have with himſelf, Brother this is his own truth I now 
i & Þ ſuffer for, he hath ſealed my ſufferings with his own comforts , 
nen Þ & I know he will not put his ſeal upon blankpaper; his ſeals are 
that Þ not dumb, nor deluſive, to confirm imagination & lyes, Gogon 
any | my dear Brother in the ſtrength of the Lord , nor fearing man 
nc; || thatisa worm , orthe ſon of man that will die. Proyidence hath 
| a thow- 


l 
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2 thouſand keys toopen a thouſand ſundry doors, for the delii 
verance of his own, when itis even come to a conclamatum eſt: i 
Let us be faithfull and care for our own part, which 1s to doe & 
ſuffer for hini,& lay Chriſts,part on himſelf, & leave it there ; dy. 
tics are ours, events are the Lords: when our faith goeth ty 
medle with events & to hold a court (if I may fo ſpeak)uponGogy 
providence (and begineth to ſay , how wilt Thou ave this , & that?) 
we loſe ground ; we have nothing to doe there , it is our part to] 
let the Almighty exerciſe his own office, and ſtir his own helme. 
there is nothing left to us bur to ſee how we may be approved 
him, and how we may roll the weight of our weak ſouls (in wel. 
doing) upon him who 1s Goa Omnipotent : and when , What wel 
thus eſſay, miſcarrieth ; it sball neither be our fin nor croſs, 
Brother , remember the Lord's , word to Peter , Simon , lovelt 
thou me? Feed my $heep :; no greater teſtimony of our low 
to Chriſt can be , then to feed painfully and faithfully hi 
lambs. I am in no better neighbourhood with the Miniſter! 
here then before ; they cannot endure that any {peak of me, or 
to me: thus Iam in the mean time ſilent , (which is my great- 
eſt grief. ) Dr Barron hath often diſputed with me, eſpecially 
about Arminian controverſies, and for the Ceremonies : thre? 
yokings laid him by, and I have not been troubled with him 
fitice: now he hath appointed a diſpute before witneſſes: [ 
truſt Chriſt and truth shall doe for themfelyes, I hope Brother 
ye will help my people, and write to me what ye hear the Bis: 
hop is to doe to them : Grace be with you. | 

Aberd. Tour Brother in bonds, S. R, 


— 


- To Mr 
HUGH McKAILL L. 
Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
| Reverend & Dear Brother, 3 
bleſs you for your Letter. he is come down as rain upon the 


mowen graſle , he hath reyiyed my withered root , arid =y 
: | 4 | "Rl 


the 
xe 1s 
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i as the dew of herbs, T am moſt ſecure in this priſon , ſalvation 


isfor walls in it , and what think ye of theſe walls; he maketh 
the dry plant to Lud as the lilie, and to bloſſome as Lebanon. 
the great husband man's bleſſing cometh down upon the plants 
of righteouſneſs , who may ſay this (my dear Brother) ifI, his 
poor exiled ſtranger , & priſoner may not ſay it ? Howbeit 
all the world should be ſilent I cannot hold my peace. O 


Thow many black counts hath Chriſt and I rounded over 


together , in the houſe of my pilgrimage ! and how fat 
a portion hath he given to a hungry ſoul ; 1 had rather 


{have Chriſts four-hours , then have dinner and Supper both 


in one from any other ; his dealing , and the way of his 
judgements paſle finding out: No preaching , no book , no 
learning could give me that , which I behooved to come 


and get in this Town, but what of all this, if I were 
E not miſted , confounded , and aſtonished how to be thank- 


full, and how to get him praiſed for evermore? And whick 


is more, he hath been pleaſed to pain me with his love, and 


my pain groweth through want of reall pofſeiion. Some 
have written to me that I am poſſibly too joyfull of the crots , 
but my joy over - leapeth the croſs, it is bounded and ters 
minat upon Chriſt : I know the ſun wil over-clond & eclipſe , 
and Ishall again be put to walk in the shaddow , but Chriſt 
muſt be welcome to come and goeas he thinketh meet ; yet he 
would be more welcome to mel trow , to come then goe, & 
I hope he pitieth and pardoneth me , in caſting apples to me , at 
ſuch a fainting time as this, holy and bleſled is his name. It 
was not my flattering of Chriſt, that drew a kiſs from his 
mouth, but he would ſend me as a ſpie into this wilderneſs 
of ſuffering , to ſee the land, and to try the foord , and 
Icannot make a lye of Chriſts croſs; I can report nothing but 
good both of him. & it, leſt others should faint. I hope when 
achange cometh, to caſt anchor at midnight upon the rock 
(which he hath taught me to know in his day light) whither I 
may run , when I muſt ſay my leſson without book , & beleeve 
inthe dark, I am ſure it 1s fin to tarrow of Chriſts good meat , 
K not to eat when he faith , eat © na” 6 ©, drink — 

Ly 
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If he bear me on his back , or carry me in his armes over this wy 
ter, I hope for grace toſet down both my feet on dry ground, þ 
when the way is better : but this is ſlippery ground , my Lord 
thought good I should goe by an hold, & lean on my welbs 
loved's shoulder:: it's good to be ever taking from him. | 
delire he may get the fruit of praiſes for dating , and thy 
dan4ling me upon his knee, & I may give my boad of thank: 
fulneſs; fo be it I have Chriſt's back-bon d again for my relief, 
thar I shall be ftrengthned by his powerfull grace, to pay ny 
yYowes to him. But truly I finde we have the adyantage of the 
brae upon our enemies , we are more then conquerours through 
him who hath loved us, & they know not wherein our ſtrength 
liek. Pray for me, grace be with you. 


\ Aberd. Your Brother in Chriſt, S.R. 


To my Lady Boyd. (0) 
M 4 D 4 M, 


$6 Race , mercy & peace be unto you : the Lord hath brought] *. 
me to Aberd: wherel ſee God in few. This town hath been 
adviſed upon of purpoſe for me: Ir confifteth either of Papifts,Þ. 
or men of Gallio's naughtie faith, it is counted wisdom inthe. 
moſt, not to countenance a confined Miniſter , but I finde Chr 
neither ſtrange nor unkind ; for I have found many faces {mil 
upon me finceI came hither. Iam heavie and {ad , conſidering 
What is betwixt the Lord & my ſoul, which none ſeeth but 
he. I finde men have miſtaken me, it would be no art (vj 
I now ſee) to ſpin ſmall, 'and make hypocriſie , ſeem a goody} 


web, and to goe through the mercat as a ſaint among men, &}," 


yet ſteal quietly to hell, without obſeryation : So eaſe 15it to 
deceive men. I have diſputed whether or noe I ever knewan 
thing of Chriſtianity , ſave the letters of that name t Men ſee but 
2s men, and they call ten twenty , and twenty , an hundred, 
but O to be aproved of God in the heart, & in ſincerity , i}, 
not an ordinary mercy : my neglects while [ had a pulpit, & 
other things whereof Iam ashamed to ſpeak , meet me _ 
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as God maketh an honeſt croſs, my. daily ſorrow , and for 
fear of ſcandal and ſtumbling, I mult hide this day of the law's 
pleading : I know not, if this court kept within my ſoul, be fence 
edin Chriſt's name , If certainty of ſalvation were to be bought, 
God knoweth , if Ll had ten earths, I would not prig with God, 
like a fool , I beleeved , under ſuffering for Chriſt that I my ſelf 
zhould keep the key of Chriſt's treaſtres, and take out comforts; 
when I liſted, and eat , and be fat : But I ſee now , a ſufferer for 
Chriſt; will be made to know himſelf , and will be holden at 
the door , as well as another poor {inner ; and will be fain to eat 
with the bairns, and to take the by-board, and glad ſo: my 
bleſſing on the croſs of Chriſt , that hath made me ſee this. Oh-1f 
wecould take pains for the Kingdom of heaven, but we ſit down 


| upon ſome ordinary markes of God's children , thinking we ha- 
| veas much as will ſeperat us from a Reprobate , and there upon 
s wetake the play; and cry Holy-lay : & thus the devill caſteth 


water on our fire, & blunteth our zeal and care: but I ſee heaven 
isnot at the next door : & I ſee howbeit my challenges be many, 
Luffer for Chriſt , & dare hazard my falvation upon it, for ſome 


| times my Lord cometh with a fair hour , & O but his loye be 


ſweet,delightfull,& comfortable! half a kifle is ſweet, but our do« 
ting love wil not be content of a right to Chriſt, unleſſe we get 
poſſeſſion ; like the man who will not be content of rights to 
bought land, except he get alſo the ridges, and akers Taid upon his 
back,to carry home with him. However it be, Chriſt is wiſe, and 
weare fools : to be browden and fond of a pawne in the loof of 


ourhand; living on truſt by faith , may well content us. Ma- 


£m I know your La: knoweth this , and that made me bold to 
write of it , that others might reap ſome what by my bonds for 
the truth , for Ishould defire, and Iaime at this, to have my 
brd well ſpoken of and honoured, howbeit he should make 
nothing of me , but a bridge over a water. Thus recommending 
your La: your ſon, and children to his grace, who hath 


honoured you with a name and room among the living in Je- 
uſalem, and wishing Grace to be with your La: Ircft. 


Aberd, Your La : inhis ſweeteſt Lord 
Tefas SM | 
DP Tp 
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To Mr. DAVID DICESON, (21) 


Reverend & Dear Brother, 


Race, merey and peace be unto you : I finde great men» 

eſpecially old friends skar to ſpeak for me, but my kingly 
& R«yall Maſter biddeth me try his moyen to the uttermolt , & 
I 5ha!l finde a friend at hand: I ſtill depend on him , his court 
is as before, the priſoner is welcome to him , the black crab. 
bed tree of my Lord's croſs hath made Chriſt and my ſoul very Þ 
entire, he is my ſong inthe night: I am often laid inf 
the duſt with challenges and apprehenſions of his anger, E 
and then if a mountain of iron were laid upon me, I can-Þ 
not be heavier: and with much wreſtling I win in to the Þ 
Kings houſe of wine , and for the moit part my life sF 
Joy , and ſuch joy through his comforts, as I have been ff 
afraid to shame my ſelf, and to cry out, for I can ſcarce 
bear what I get : Chriſt giveth me a meaſure heaped jj 
up , preſſed downe, and rnnning over: and beleeve it : hi 
lovepaineth me more then priſon and banischment, I cannot 
get. a gate of Chriſt's love , had I known what he wa 
keeping for mee, I would never have been ſo faint-hearted, 
In my heavieft times when all is loſt, the memory of hi 
love maketh me think Chrifs gloomes are but for the fashi- 
on : Ifſeck no more but a vent to my wine, Iam ſmother. 
ed and ready to burſt for want of a vent. Think n« $ 
much of perſecution , it is before you, but is not as ma 
conceive of it, my ſuggared-croſs forceth me to ſay this of 
you , ye -Shall have wailed meat, the ſick bairn is often 
times the ſpilt bairn, he $shall command all the houſe. [ 
hopc ye help a tired priſoner to pray and praiſe , hal 


( 


wy wt mh woe fin. On Gans Dae. 


wy 


( 


P____— 


o 
A” 


I but the annuell of annuell to give to my Lord Jeſus , it " 
Should eaſe my pain ; but Alace I have nothing to pay >. 


he will get notning of poor me , but I am woe I har + 
not room enough in my heart for ſuch a. ſtranger. I af 
not caſt down to goe further North, I have good caulk h 
to work tor my Maſter , for I am well paid before tie] 
hand, I am not behinde howbgit I should not =D 
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ſmile more , till my feet be up within the Kings dining- 
hall. I have gone through yours upon tae Covenant , it hath 
edified my ſoul and refreshed an hungry man, Ijudge it sharp, 


| ſweet , quick , and profound : take me at my word, l fear 
| it get no lodging in Scotland, 'The Brethren of Ireland write 
nottome; chide with them for that , I am ſure that I may give 


you and them a commiſſion ( and I will bide by it )) that you 
tell my beloved , I am ſick of love. I hope in God to leaveſome of 


| my ruſt, and ſuperfluities in Aberd: I cannot get an houſe in this 
| town wherein to leave drink-f'lver in my Maſter's name, faye, 
{ oneonely, there is no {ale for Chriſt in the North, he is like to lie 
7 long on my hand ere any accept him, Grace be with you, 


Aberd. Yeurs in his ſweet Lord Ieſus. S R. 


{7 M'MATHEW MOWAT. (22) 


R Everend and dear brother , Tam a very far misſtaken man, 


if others knew how poor my ſtock were, they would not 
think upon the like of me, but with compaſſion; far Iam as 


| one kept under a ftrict Tutour: I would have more then my Tige 


tour alloweth upon me, but it is good that a bairns wit 1s not the 
rule which regulateth my Lord jeſus : let him give what he will 
it shall ay be above merit, & my ability to gain therewirh. I 
would not wish a better ſtock ( while heaven be my ſtock ) then 


F tolive upon credit at Chriſts hands, daily borrowing: ſurely run- 
| nivg over love, that vaſt , hudge , bound lefle love of Chriſt (that 
there is telling in for man and Angel ) is the onely thing, I fain- 


eſt would be in hands with : He knoweth I have little but the 
love of that love, & that1shall be happy , ſuppoſe I never get 
another heaven, but onely an eternall laſting Fat of that love ; 
but ſuppoſe my wishes were poor , He 1s not poor ; Chriſt all the 
ſeaſons of the yeer is dropping ſweetnefle,if I had veſſels I might 
fillthem , but my oldriven, holly , and running out dish , even 
when I am at the well , can bring little away : Nothing 
but Glory will make tight , and faſt , our lecking and rifty 
veſſels. Alace I have skailed more of Chriſts Grace , love, faith , 
| C < D 3 __— kum#?. 
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humility, and godly ſorrow , then I have brought with me 


How little of the ſea can a childe carry in his hand , as little doy 


I take away , of my great ſca, my boundleſſe & Runing -over. þ 
Chriſt-Jeſus: I have not lighted upon rhe right gate of puting Þ 


Chriſt to the banke , & making my ſelf rich with him: ny 
miſguiding and childish trafficking , with that matchleſle pearl, 
That heayen's jewell , the jewell of the fathers delights , hath 
put me to a great loſſe. O that he would take a loan of me, 

& my ſtock, and put his name inall my bonds, and ſerve him. 
ſelf Heir to the poor mean portion I "San & be countable for 
the talent himſelf ! gladly would I put Chriſt in my room, 
to guide all; and let me he buta ſervant to run errands, & doe 
by his direction , let me be his interdi&ed heir: Lord Jeſus, 


work upon my minority , & let him win a pupils bleſſing, Þ 
Oh how would I rejoyce to have this work of my ſalvation legs | 
ly faſtned upon Chriſt ! a back-bond of my Lord Jeſus thatit Þ 
Should be forth coming to the Orphan , should be my happineſſe: | 


dependency on Chriſt, were my ſureſt way : if Chriſt were my 


bottome I were ſure enough. I thought guiding of grace had been 
no art , I thought it would come of well ? but I would ſpill my F 
own heaven yet: if I had not burdened Chriſt with 42: Ibut 
lend my bare name to the ſweet covenant , Chriſt behinde & be- Þþ 


fore, & on either ſide, maketh all ſure: God will not takean 
Arminian-cautioner Frewi/, a weather-cock , turning at a ſer- 
pents tongue , a Tutor thar couped our father Adam unto us, 
& brought down the houſe, & ſold the Land , & ſent the father, 
& mother , & all the bairns through the earth, to beg their bread: 
nature in the Goſpel hath cracked credit. O well to my poor 
doul tor evermore , that my Lord called grace to the councell 
& put Chriſt ſeſus with free merits , & the blood of God fore. 
Moſt in the caſe, to draw ſinners after 2 ranſomer. O what 
a ſ{iveet block was it, by way of buying & ſelling , to give and 
tell. down a ranſome for grace, & glory to Dyvours! O would 
to my Lord , I could cauſe paper and ink ſpeak the worth , and 
excellence, the high , & loud praiſes of a Brother ranſomer! 0, 
the Ranſomer needs not my report, but oh if he would take it, 
& make uſe of itz Ishould be happy if I had an errand to = 
> Þ*?} SE LF; a A * an w: « 3 6-5 : ; y 2% Or 
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' Þ world but for ſome few yeers,to ſpread proclamations & out-crys, 


&love-letters,of the highnes| the highnes for evermore]the glory 


« Þ (the glory for evermore) of the Ranſomer , whoſe cloaths were 
[wet , & died in blood; howbeit that after I had done that, my 
foul & body chov!4 goe back to the mother nozhing , that their 


Creator brought them once out from , as from their beginning. 
But why shculd I pirie away ,and pain my ſelf with wishes,& not 
beleeve rather , that Chriſt will hire ſuch an out- calt asI am , a 
maſterleſſe-body , put out of the houſe, by the ſons of my mo. 
ther, & give me emploiment , and a calling , one way , or other, 


to out Chriſt, and his wares, to countrey buyers, & propoſe Chriſt 


unto , & preſſe him upon ſome poor ſouls , that fainer then their 
life would receive -him. You complain heavily , of your 


; Þ short coming ia praQice , and venturing on ſuffering for Chriſt : 
« © you have many marrowes. For the firtt , I would not put you 
it Þ of ſenſe of wretchedneſſe, hold on , Chriſt never yet flew a figh- 


ing, groaning childe ; more of chat would make you won 
goods , and a meet prey for Chriſt, Alace I have too little of it ! 


| Þ For venturing on ſuffering; TI had not ſomuch free gier , when I 
came to Chriſts camp , asto buy a ſword , a wonder that Chrit 
| chould not laugh, at ſuch a ſouldier: I am no better yet ; but 


faith liveth & ſpendeth upon our Captains charges , who is able 
to pay for all : we need not pitie him , he 1s rich enough. Ye 
defire me alſo not to miſtake Chriſt under a mask , I bleſfe you 
& thank God for it, but alace masked or bare-faced , kiſſing 
or glooming I miſtake him ! yea I miſtake him furtheſt when 


the mask is off ; for then I play me with his ſweetneſfe : I am like 


2childe that hath a golden book, that playeth more with the rib- 
bens, and the guilding , & the picture in the ſirſt page ; then 
readeth the contents of it, Certainly , if my deſires, to my wel- - 
beloved ; were fulfilled , I could provoke divels, and croſſes , 
& the world, & tentations to the fields: but oh my poor weak- 
neſs, makes me., lie behinde the bush and hide me, Remember 
my ſervice and my bleſſing to my Lord ; Iam mindfull of him 
as I am able: deſire him from a priſoner , to come & viſite my 
good maſter , & feel but the ſmell of his love: it ſets him well 
howbeit he be young , to make Chriſt his garland, I could not 
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wish him in a better caſe, then in a feverdflove-fickneſs for 
Chriſt : Remember my bonds , the Lord Teſus be with your 
ſpirit, 
: Aberd, 1637. | Your in his ſweet Lor 
| Teſta , S. R. 


To WILLIAM HALLIDAY. (23) 


Loving friend. 


[| Received your letter : I wish ye take pains for ſalvation, 

miſtaken grace, & ſomewhat like converſion , which is not 
Converfion , is the fadeſt and moſt dolefull thing in the 
world: make ſure of ſalvation, and Lay the foundation ſure ; for 
many are beguiled ; Put a low price upon world'sclay , puta 
high price upon Chriſt , temptations will come, but if they 
be not made welcame by you ye have the beſt of it; be jealous 
over your ſelf, & your own heart, and keep touches with God; 
let him not have a faint and feeble ſouldier of you, fear not 
to back Chriſt, for he will conquer and overcome: let no man 
$kar at Chriſt , for I have no quarrels at his crofſſe. He and 
his croſſe are twa good gueſts, and worth the lodging : men 
would fain have Chriſt good cheap , but the mercat will not 
come down :; acquaint your ſeit with prayer , make Chriſt 
your captain and your armuur, make conſcience of ſinning 
When no eye {eeth you. grace be with you. 


Aberd. Tours in Ch: Teſus, S. R, 


— 
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ToaGentle Woman after the*Death 
of her Husband. (24) 


D Ear & loving fiſter, I know ye are minding your ſweet 
— countrey & not taking your Innes [the place of your ba- 
mnishmnet] for your home;this life is not worthy to be the thatch 
ar outer wall of your Lord Jeſus his paradiſe that he did " 


{5 for 
your 


Lorg 
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for to you , & that he keepeth for you + Short , & filly , & ſand- 
blinde were our hope, if it could not look oyer the water to our 
beſt heritage, and if it ſtayed only at home about the doors 
of our clay-houſe. I marvel nat my dear fifter', that ye 
complain that ye come $hort of your old wreſtlings you had 
for a bleſling, and that now you finde it not ſo , bairns 
are but hired to learn their leſſon when they firſt goe to 
ſchool; and it is enough that theſe who run a race ſee the gold 
onely at the ſtarting place ; and poſlibly they ſee little more 
of it, or nothing atall, till they win to the rink's-end and get 
the gold in the loof of their hand ; Our Lord maketh de- 
licates and dainties of his ſweer preſence and love-viſits to 
his own , but Chriſts love under a vaile 1s love , 1f ye get 
Chriſt, howbeit not the ſweet-and pleaſant way- you would 
have him , it is enough , for the wel-beloved cometh nor 
our way , he muſt walle his own gate himſelf. For worldly 
things , ſeeing they are medows and fair flowers in your way 
to heaven , a ſmell in the by-going is ſufficient : he that would 
reckon and tell all the ſtones in his way , in a journey of three 
or four hundred miles, and write up 1n his count book all the 
herbs, and flowers growing in his way , might come short of 
his journey , you cannot ſtay in your inch of time to loſe 
your day ( ſeeing you are in haſte, andthe night and your af- 
ter- noon will not bide you ) in ſetting your heart on this 
vain world , 1t were your wiſdom. to read your count book & 
to have in readineſs your buſlineſle againſt the time you come 
to deaths water-ſide : I know your lodging is taken , your 
forerunner Chriſt , hath not torgatten that , & therefore you 
muſt ſer your ſelf to your one thing , which ye cannot well wanr. 
In that our Lord took your husband to himſelf, I knowir was 
that he might make room for himſelf : he cuteth oft your 
love to the creature, that ye might learn that God onely is the 
right owner of your love, ſorrow , loſle , ſadneſſe, death , or the 
worſt things that are, except ſin : but Chriſt knoweth well 
what to make of them , & can put his own in the croſſes com- 
mon , that we hall be obliged to affliction , & thank God who 
learged us ta make our acquaintance with ſuch a rough 
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companion', who can hale us to Chriſt : you muſt learn to make Þþs 
evils your great good, and to ſpin out comforts , peace , joy, 
- £ommunion with Chriſt, out of your troubls that are Chriſ 
wooers ſent to ſpeak for you to himſelf, It is eaſie to get good ſe 
words,and a com fortable meſſage from ourLord,even from ſuch 
rough {erjeants,as diverſe temptations: Thanks toGod for croſſes, 1. " 
when we count and reckon our loſſes in ſeeking God , we finds 
godlineſs is great gain, Great partners of a shipfull of gold, 
are glad to ſee the thip come to the harbour : ſurely wi 
and our Lord Jeſus together, have a shipfull of gol 
coming home, and our gold is in that ship. Someare ſo in 
love ( or rather in Juſt) with this life , that they ſell their 
part of the ship, for a little thing; I would counſel you to 
buy hope , but fell it not, and give not away your croſs 
for nothing , the inſide of Chriſts crofle is white and joyfull, Fin. 
and the far end of the black croffe is a fair and glorious heaven 
of caſe: and ſeeing Chriſt hath faſtned heaven to the far end ſand 
of the croſie,& he will not looſe the knot him ſelf, & none elſe can, Net 
(for when Chriſt caſteth a knot all the world cannot looſe it) let der 
us then count it exceeding joy when we fall into diverſe temp. ſlur 
tations. Thus recommending you to the tender mercy , & grace 
of our Lord I relt, 


Aberd, Your Loving Broher. S. R, 


T7 JOHN GORDON 
Of Cardoneſs Younger. (24) 


Homonured © Dear Brother. 

T Wrote of late to you , multitudes of letters burden me now, 
I am refreshed with your letter : I exhopt you in the bowels 
of Chriſt , ſet to work for your ſoul, & let theſe bear weight 

With you , and ponder them ſeriouſly. 1; Weeping & gnashing 

of teeth inutter-darkneſs, or heaven's joy. 2, Think what ye 

would give for an hour when ye shall lie like dead , cold, 

Blackned clay. 3. there is ſand in your glaſs yet, & your ſun 

F is 


= 


5not gone downe. 4, Conſider what joy & peace is in Chrifts 


ſervice. 5. Think what advantage it will be to have Angels, 


je world , life, & death, croſſes, yea and devils, all for you,, 


4 the Kings ſerjeants, and ſervants, ro doe your buſlineffe. 


6 To have merey on your ſeed, & a bleſſing on your houſe, 


ſh. To have true honour , & a name onearth: thar caſt; a ſweet 


ſmell, 8. How ye will rejoyce when Chriſt layeth down your 
head undcr his chinne , & betwixt his breſts, & dryeth your 
face, & welcometh you to glory & happyneſs? 9g. Imagine, 
what pain, & torture isa guilty conſcience? What ſlavery 
to carty the Devils unhonaſt loads ? 10. Sins joyes are but 
tight-dreames, thoughts. vapours, imaginations and sha- 
lowes. 11. What dignity itisto beaſon of God? 12, Do- 
ninion and maſtery over tentations, over the world, and 
in, 13. That your enemies should be the taile, and you 
the head. For your. bairns now at their reſt, I ſpeak to you 
and your wife (and cauſe her read this,) 1. I ama witneſs 
of Barbara*s glory in heaven, 2. For the reſt, I write it un- 
der my hand, there are dayes coming on Scotland, when 


. Bbren wombs & dry breaſts, and childleſs parents, shall 


bepronounced bleſſed: they are then inthelee of the harbour , 
the ſtorm come on. 3. They are not loſt toyou, that are 
lid up in Chrifts treaſury in heaven. 4. At the Reſurre&ion 
jeshall meet with them , there they are ſent before, but not 
fntaway, 5. Your Lord loveth you, who is homely to take 
andgive , borrow and lend. 6. Let not bairns be your Idols, 
for God will be jealous, and take away the Idol , becauſe he is 
greedy of your love wholly, I bleſs you, your wife and children, 
brace for evermore be with you. 


Aberd, Tour Loving Pafter. S. R. 


7 JOHN GORD ON. 
; Of Cardoneſs elder. (25) 

LT Onourable & deareft in the Lord. Your I.etter hath re- 

**freshed my ſoul. My joy 15 fulfilled, if Carifſt andye 


bs 
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be faſt together: ye are my joy & my crown: ye know I haſh, n; 


recom mended his love to you. I defie the-world , Satan, & fin, 
His love hath neither brim nor bottome init. My deareſt in 
Chriſt ; I write my ſouls delire to you: heaven is not atthe next 
door: I finde Chriftianity an hardrask : ſer roit in your evening; 
we would all keep both Chriſt & our right eye , our right hand& 
foot ; butit will not be with us. I beſeech you , by the mercig 
of God ; and your compearance before Chriſt , louk Chriits count 
book and your own together , and collation them : give the reny 
nant of yourtime to your ſoul 2 this great Idol-god , the world, 
will be lying in white ashes, in the day of your compearance3& 
why should night-dreames,and day shaddowes & warter-froth& 
May- flowers run away with your heart : when we win to the 
water-ſ:de, and black deaths river brinke, and put our fooc in the 


boat , we $hall laugh at our folly. Sir, I recommend you unto ſp. 


the thoughts of death , and how ye would wisb your ſoul to be, 
when ye shall lie cold blew, il|-ſmelling clay.For any hireling to 
be intruded, I being the Kings priſoner can not ſay much, but 
as Gods minifter I deſire you toread, A, 2. 15. 16. to the end, & 
ARt. 6. 2.2.4.5. & yesball finde God's people, should havea 
voice in chuſing Church-rulers & teachers. I shall be ſorry 
if willingly yeshall give way to his unlawful intruſion upon 
my labours : The onely wile God dire& you, God?s grace be 
with you, | 
Aberd. Tur Loving Paſe 
tor, S.R. 


— ——_y 


To EARLESTOUN YOUNGER. 


Much honoured & welbeloved in the Lord, (27) 


'OR ace mercy and peace be to you. Your letters givea 
— dash to my lazineſs in writing: I muſt firſt tell you , there 
15 not ſuch a glaſſie , Icie , & flippery peece of way , betwixt _ 
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und heaven as Youth : I have experience to ſay with me here, 
and ſeal what I aſlert 2 the old ashes of the fins of my youth , 
Ire new fire of ſorrow to me : 1 have ſeen the Devil, as it 
were , dead & buried , & yet riſe again & be a worſe Devil then 
ever be was. Therefore, my brother , beware of a green 
young Devil that hath never been buried : the Devil in his 
flowers {I mean , the hot ficry luſts & paſſions of youth) 
is much to be feared : better yoke with an old gray-haired , 
withered , dry Devil: For in youth he findeth dry ſticks, & 
dry coals and an hot hearth-ſtone ,, and how ſoon can he 
with his fAlint caſt fire , and with his bellows blow it up » 
and fire the houſe : ſanified thoughts, thoughts made con» 
ſcience of, and called in, and kept in aw, are green fewel , 
that burn not , & are a water for Satans coal, Yet I muſt tell you, 


the whole ſaints now triumphant in heayen and ſtandin 


before the throne , are nothing but Chriſts forlorn and beg- 
gerly Dyvours : What are they but a pack of redeemed fin= 
ners ; But their redemption 1s not onely paſt the ſeals, but 
compleated . and yours 1s on the wheels, and in doing : All 
Chriſts good bairns go to heaven with a broken brow , and 
with a crooked leg. Chriſt hath an advantage of you , and 
I pray you let him have it, he shall finde employment for 
his calling in you , if it were not with you as you write , grace 
Should finde no ſale nor mercat in you; bur ye muft becontent 
to give Chriſt ſomewhat adoe: I am glad that heis employed 
that way . let your bleeding ſoul , and your ſores be put in the 
hand of this expert phytician 2 let young and ſtrong corrup- 


tions, and his tree gracc be yoked rogether , and let Chriſt 


& your ſins deal ir betwixt them. I wii be loath to put you 


off your fears, and your ſenſe of deadneſs: (I wish it were 
more) there be ſome wounds of that nature, that their bleed- 
ing should not be ſoon ſtoped : ye mult take a houſe. beſide 
the Phyſician, it shall be a miracle if ye Le the firſt ſick man 
he put away uncured, & worſe then he found you : nay , 
nay, Chrift is honeſt, and in that flyting tree with fin- 
ners ({ Ioh, 6, 37. And him that cometh tro me , I will in 
It cannot be pre- 
ſump- 
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ſumption to take that as your own , when ye find your wounk 


ſtound you, preſumption is ever whole at the heart, and hat 
bur the truanr-fickneſs, and groaneth onely for the fashion: 


faith hath ſenſe of fickneſs, and looketh like a friend to the pro þ 


miſe, and looking to Chriſt therein; is glad to ſee a know 
face, Chriſt is as full a feaſt, as ye can have to hunger: nz 
Chriſt, I ſay, is not a full mans leavings; his mercy ls 
wayes a ]ctter of defiance to all your ſins, if there were ten 


thonſand mce of them. I grant you, it is a hard matter for: 
poor hungry man, to win his meat upon hidden Chriſt, faÞ 
then the key of his pantrie door, and of the houſe of wine is: 


ſeeking , & cannot be had ; but hunger muſt break t horow iron- 
locks. I bemoan them not who can make a din, & all the fields 
adoe,, for a Loſt Saviour : ye muſt ler him hear it (to ſay ſo) upan 
both the ſides of his head , when he hideth himſelf: it 1s no time 
then to be bird- mouth'd and patient, Chriſt is rare indeed , anda 
delicateto a finner; he 1s a miracle and a world's wonder, toa 
ſeeking and a weeping ſinner, bur yet ſuch a miracle, as will 
be ſeen by them , who will come and ſee: the ſeeker , and figher 
is at laſt a ſinger andenjoyer: nay, have ſeen a dumb man getan 
almcs from Chriſt. He thar can tell his tale , and ſend fuch a letter 
to heaven, as he hath to Aberden , it 1s very like he will come 
ſpeed with Chriſt, It bodeth Gods merey to complain heartily 
for fin. Let wreſtling be with Chriſt till he ſay , How zt , Sir, 
that I cannot be quite of your b:lls, &r your miſt larned cryes? And 


then hope tor Chriſts bleſſing, and his bleſſing is better then other Þ 


ten bleſſings. Think not shame becauſe of your guiltineſs: ne- 
ceſſiry muft not blush to begtit tznderth you hard ro want Chriſt 
and therefore that which 1d!e on-waiting cannot doe , miſnur- 
tured crying and knocking will doe. And for doubtings , be- 
cauſe yeare not as ye were long fince with your maſter, con- 
fider three things. i. What if Chriſt had ſuch tortering thoughts 
of the bargain, of the new covcnant, betwixt you & him, 
as you have, 2. Your heart 1s not the compaſs Chrift faileth 
by : He will give you leave to ſing as ye pleaſe : But he 
will not dance ro your dair ſpring. It 1s not referred to 
vou, and* your thoughts, what Chritt will doe with = 
enar- 
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Þcharters betwixt you and him , your own misbeleef hath 
Tor them , but he hath the principal in heaven, with 


himſelf 3 your thoughts are no part of the New covenant , 


'Þ dreams change not Chriſt, 3. Doubtings are your ſins; but 
they are Chriſts drugges, & ingredients , that the Phifician 


maketh uſe of, for the cureing of your pride, Is it not ſuitable 
for a begger , to ſay , at meat , God reward the winners? for then he 


fayetli,he knoweth who beareth the charges of the houſe. It is alſo 


meet ye should know by experience , that fairh is not natur's 
il gotten baſtard , but your Lords free gift , that lay in the 
womb of Gods free grace, praiſed be the winner. I may adde a 
+ In the paſſing of your bill , & your charters, when they went 
through the Mediators great ſeal, and were concluded , faith *s 
advice was not ſought:;faith hath not a vote beſide Chriſts mecits, 
blood , blood , dear blood that came from your cautioners 
holy body , maketh that ſure work. Theuſe then which ye have 
of faith now, (having already cloſed with Jeſus Chriſt for ju- 
ſtification) is, to take outa copy of y our pardon ; & ſo ye have 
peace with God , upon the account of Chriſt : for ſince faith 


| apprehenderh pardon, but never payeth a penny for it , no mars 


yel that Salvation doeth nordie and live , ebbe ane flow, with the 
working of faith. but becauſe it is your Lords honour to beleeve 
his mercy, and his fidelity , it isinfinit goodneſs in our Lord , 
that misbeleef giveth a dash to our Lords glory , and not to our 
Salvation , and {o whoever want (yea , howbeit God here bear 
with the want of what we are obliged to give him, even the 


| elory of his grace , by beleeving , yet ) a poor covenanted 


finner wanteth not : bur if guiltineſs were removed , doubtings 
would find no friend , nor life ; and yet faith is to beleeve 
the removal of guiltineſs, in Chriſt. A reaſon why ye get 
leſs now (as ye think) then before (as Itakeit) is, becauſe 
at our firſt converſion, our Lord putteth the meat in young 
bairns mouthes , with his own hand , but when we grow te 
ſome further perfection , we mult take heaven by violence, 
and rake by violence from Chriſt , what we get ; and he can and 
doeth hold , becauſe he will have us ro draw. Remember now 
ye muſt live upon violent plucking , laiineſs isa greater fault 
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row , then long ſince; we love alwayes to have the pape pu 
in our mouth. Now for my ſelf; alace, I am not the manl 
goe for in this nation ; men have not juſt weights to weigh me 
in- Oh, but I am a ſilly feckleſs body , and overgrown witl 
weeds; corruption 1s ranck & fat in me! Oif I were anſ{wcrabh ; 
to this holy cauſe, & to that honourable Prince's love , fer Jo 
whom I now ſuffer! If Chriſt would refer the matter to mg bis 
(1n his preſence I ſpeak it) I might thinkshame to votemyſ1-. 
own ſalvation: I think Chriſt might ſay , zhimk'ſ?, thou wi _. 
Shame to claim heaven , who abves ſo little for it ? IT am vey P 
often {o , that 1 know not whether I fink or ſwim in the 
water; I find my ſelf a bag of light froth ; I would bear no 
weight, ( but vanities & nothing's weigh in Chrifts balance) 
if my Lord caſt not in borrowed weight & metall ; even Chriſt 
righteouſneſs, to weigh for me: the ſtock I have , is not mine 
own , I am but the merchand that trafthques with other 
folks gocds, it my creditor Chriſt would take from me what 
he hath lent, I would not long keep the cauſey ; but Chrit 
hath made it mine & his: Ithinkit manhoad to play the coy- 
ard, & jouke in the lee-ſide of Chriſt , and thus 1 am not one} ( 
ſaved from my enemies, but I obtain the victory. I am ſo empty fo 
- that I think it were an almes-deed in Chriſt , if he would 
win a poor priſoners blefling for everwore , and fill me with hu c 
love, I complain when Chriſt cometh , he cometh alwayesto & 
tetch fire, heiseverin haſte, he may nottarry, & poor, [iſt 
beggerly Dyvour, ] get but a ſtanding vifit , & a ſtanding kils, W z, 
& but, how doefF thou? in the by going. Idarenot ſay, hes 
lordly becauſe he is made a King now , atthe right hand of Gob JW z 
or 1s grown miskenning & dry to his poor freinds ; | for he cat- WW 
not make more of his kiſſes then they are worth :} but Ithinkt Þ p 
my happineſs to love the love of Chriſt; & when he goeths 
way , the memory of his {weet preſence is like a feaſt in a det Þ e 
ſummer, I have comfort in this, that my ſoul deſireth that 
every hour of my impriſonment were a company of heavenly | , 
tongues , to praiſe him on my behalf ; howbeit my bonsÞ x 
were gigs 4 for many hundred yeers, O that I couldix ſh , 
( 


the man , whocould procure my Lords glory to flow like on 
; 0 


{ea 


p_ 
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SG, & blow liks a mighty wind upon all the four Aitths of Scors 
land, England & Ireland! © if I could write a book of his praiſes! 
O faireſt among the ſons of men 5 why ſtayeft thou ſolon away? 


tiage=day , for Tove is tormented with delayes! © Angels, O Se 
raphims who ſtand before him , O bleſſed Spirits who now ſte 
his face , ſer him on high , for when ve have worn your harps im 
his praiſes, all is too little, & is nothing , to caſt the fme] of the 
praiſe of that fair flower , that fragranr roſe of Sharon , throbghr 
many woftds ! Sir, take my hearty commendations to him 5 & 


c b. tcll him that I am fick of loye, Grace be with you, Wy 
_ | Aberd, June 16, 1637. ours in bus (weet L.Feſues 5 &. Ri 
brit - IL | 5 Rm. —— 
mi Tohis Honoured & Dear Brother g 
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il) ALEXAND: GORDON of KNOCKGRAY: 
hriſ Deareſt & truly honoured Bro:her, (x8) . 
"—- | Race , mercy & peace be to you : I have ſeen no letter from 
nl yOu fince I came to Aberdeen ; 1 will niot interpret it to be 
oo forgetfulneſs. F am here in a fair priſon , Chriſt is my ſweet. 
.M & honourable fellyw-priſonet , & 1 his ſad & joytull Lord-pris 
=o 1oner Fif I may ſpeak fo. | Ithink this croſs becometh meweth, 
l & is ſuirable to me in retpeR of my duty to fuffer for Chriſt $ 
- © howbeit not in regard of my deſerving , to be thus hononred« 
: | However it be, I fee Chritt is ſtrong , even lying in the duſt 3 
- ; | [nprifon,, and 1 banishment, Lofles & diſgraces are the Wheels 
"0 of Chriſts tfiumphing chariot. In the ſufferings of his own 
"Þ fonts , as he-intenderh their good , 1o he intendeth his own 
plory , & that is the butt his arrowes shoot at , & Chriſt shootetif 
wu: the rovers ; he hitterh what he parpoſeth to hit : There= 
1. Þ fore Ke doeth make his own feckleſs & weak nothing*'s, & theſe 
"jr } Who are the contenipr of. men, a new sharp threshing inſtru- 
0) Þ ment having teeth, to thresh the mountains « & beat then 
| fmalls & ro make the hills as chaff ,] & to fan them ,) Harp1. 
verff, 15, 16. , What harder ſtuff , or harder grain for threshing 
bir , then bigh and zockie ANT A ? But the Sy ir 
2 ode 


YO heavens move faſt! Otime, run, run, & haſten the mays") 


(66) 


Gods threshing inſtrument to beat them all in ehaff: are w 


. not Gods leem veſlels, & yet when they caſt us over an houſe, Þþ 


we-are not broken insheards: we creep in under our Lord 


wings in the great shower, & the water cannot goe thoroy 
theſe. wings. It 1s folly” then for men to ſay, this is nf 


Chritts plea, he will loſe the wed- ſee, men are like to be. 


guile him : that were indecd a ſtrange play. Nay I dare pledge 
my ſoul, & lay it in pawne on Chritts (ide of it, & be half-tin. Þ 


er half-winner wich' my Maſter : Let fools laugh the fools 
laughter , & ſcorn Chriſt , & bid the weeping captives in 


Babylon, fing us one of the ſongs of Zion, play a ſpring to || 


chear up your fad hearted God : %e may ſing upon luck 


head before hand , even in our winter-ſtorme , in rhe expectation Þ 
of aſummer-ſun at the turn of the yeer:no created powers in hell 
or out of hell,can mar ourL. Jeſus his mufick,nor {pill our ſongef 
joy : tus then be glad &rejoyce in the falvation of vur Lord; | 
for faith had never yet cauſe to have wet checks, & hingiag. | 


down browes , or to droup or die: what can aile faith , ſceing 


Chriitſuffereth himſelf, (with reverence to him be it ſpoken) 
to be commanded by it; & Chriſt commandeth all things, F 
faith may dance, becauſe Chriſt ſings, & we may come 1n the | 
Quire & lfr our hoarſe & rough voices, & chirp , & ſing, & | 


shout for yoy with our Lurd Jeſus. We ſee oxen goe to the 
shambles leaping & ftartling; Wee ſee Gods fed oxen prepared 


for the day of ſlaughter , goe dancing & finging down to the |þ . 
black chambers of hell ; & why should we goe to heaven weep» Þ 
ing, as if we were like to fall down rhorow the earth for ſorrow, Þ 
If God were dead (if I may ſpeak ſo, with reverence of 
him who liveth for ever & ever) & Chriſt buried , & rotteu Þ 
among the worms , we might have cauſe to look like dead folks; F 
bur , -:he Lord lwveth & bleſied he the rock of our ſalvation, | 
Pal, 18. 26. None have right to joy but we,- for joy 15 ſown for 


us, & an ill tummer or harveſt will not ſpill the crop. The 


children of this world have much robbed joy that is not well | 


come, by it is no good ſport they laugh at: They ſteal you , as1t 
were from God : for he commandeth them to mourn & howle: 
Ther let us claim our leel- come & lawfully conquished 

; | Joy. 
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| joy. My dear Brother, I cannot but ſpeak what I have fe't » 


ſeeing my Lord Jeſus hath broken 4a box of ſpikenard upon the 
head of bis poor priſoner , & itis hard to hide a ſweet ſmell ; 1 


| is a pain to {mother Chriſts love, it will be out , whether we 


will or not, If we did but ſpeak according to the matter, 


| croſs for Chriſt should have another name; yea a croſs, cſpe= 


cially when he cometh with his arms full ofjoyes , is the happieſt 
hard tree that ever was laid upon my weak shoulder. Chriſt & his 
croſs together are ſweet company & a bleſſed couple. My priſon 
is my palace :my ſorrow is with childe of joy, my loſlesare rich 


| loſſes, my pain eafie pain , my heavie dayes are holy & happy 
| dayes. I may tell a new tale of Chriſt co my friends. Oh if I could 
| make a love-ſong of him , & could commend Chriſt & tune his 
| praiſesa right .! O if I could ſet all tougues in great Britain & Ire» 


} land , to work, to help me to ſing a new ſong of my welbcloved? 


| Oif I could bea bridge over a water for my Lord Jeſusto walk 


upon & keep his feet dry;O if my poor bit of heaven could goe be- 


| twixtmy Lord & blaſphemy & dishonour ! ( upon condition he 
{ loved me] O that my heart could fay this word & bide by it for 


| ever, Is it not great art & incomparable wiſdom in my Lord. 


| who can bring forth ſuch fair apples , out of this crabbed tree of 


the croſs! nay my fathers never enough admired providence:can 
make a fair feaſt out of a black Devil : nothing can come wrong 
tomy Lord in his ſweet working.I would even fall ſound afleep 
in Chrifts arms, & my ſinfull head on his holy breaſt, while he 


8 kiſſeth me ; were is not that ofren the wind turneth to the 


| north, & whiles my ſweet Lord Jeſus, is , that he will neither 


give nor take , borrow nor lend with me : I complain 
| he is not ſocial, I half call him proud & lordly of his compa- 
| ny, & nice of his lookes; which yet is not true, It would 


content me to give, howbeit he should not take ; I shovuld be 


content to want his kifles at ſuch times, provided he would be 


| content fo come near hand & take my wersh , dry & feckleſs 
| kiſſes: But at that time he will not be entreated , but lets a poor 


ſoul ſtand ſtill & knock, & never let it on him that he heareth 
& then rhe 01d leavings & broken meat , & dry ſighs are great- 
er chear then I can tell: all I have then, 1s,that howbeit the law & 

EK 2 wrath 
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wrath liavegotten a decret againſt me, I yet lippen that niceKle 
od in Chriſt as to get a tuſpznfton , & to bring my cauſe 


in reaſoning again before my welbeloyed - I deſire but tobe Þ 
heard. And at laſt he is content ro come, & agree the mt 
ter with a fool, & forgive freely , becaule he is God. Ohit 
men would glorify him & taſte of Chrifts ſweetneſs. Brother, Þ 

e have need to be buſfie with Chriſt, for this whorish-Kirk: Þ. 

fear Chrift caſt water upon Scortlands coal ; nay I know Þ 
Chriſt & his wife will be heard , he will plead for the broken | 


covenant. Arne you againſt that time. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. June. 16, Tours in his ſweet Lord ] 


1637. leſus. S. R. 


a—_— Re. A—— 


To the Lady Kilconghuair. (29) 


MISTRESS. 


now when ſo many are for a home nearer hand : bur your Lord 
calleth you to another life & glory , then 1s to be found here. 
away: & therefore I would counſe] fou to make ſure the char: 


ters, & rights, which ye have to Salvation. You came to this þ 


life about a neceſſary & weighty buſneſs, to tryſt with Chriſt 


anent your precious foul , & the eternal ſalvation of it; this Þ 
3s the moſt neceſſary buſineſs ye have in this life, & your Þ 


other adoes beſide this, are but goyes & feathers, & dreams, 


& fancies : this 1is the greateſt haite & $should be done firſt, | 


Means are uſed in the Goſpel to draw on a meeting betwixt 
Chrift & you : if ye negle& your part of it, it 1s, as if you 
would tear the contract before Chriſt's eyes , & give up the 


match , that there shall be no more communing of that | 


buſineſs. I know other lovers beſide Chriſt are in ſuit of you, 
& your ſou] wanteth not many wooers, but I pray you make a 
chaſte virgin of your ſoul, & let it loye but one: moſt worthy 

: is 


© 
— " 


| Race , mercy & peace be to you: I am glad to hear that | 
you have your face home- ward to wards your fathers houſe, | 


(69) 


3 Chriſt alone of all your ſouls love, howbeit your love wers 


kigher then the heaven & deeper then the loweſt of this earth, 
& broader then this world: many, alas too many, make 4 


| common (trumpet of their ſoul , for every lover that com« 
| eth to the houſe. Marriage with Chriſt would put yourlove, 
| & your he:rt by the gate, out of the way , & out ofthe eyes 
of all other unlawfull ſujters ; & then you had a ready ans 
-ſwer for all others, I am already promiſed away to Chriſt, 
| the match 1s conciuled , ty ſoul hath a khuaband already, & it 
| cannot have two hwubands. Oh if the world did but know 


what a ſmel the ointments of Chriſt caſt , and how ravishing 


| his beauty , even the beauty of the faireſt of the ſons of men 
| is, & how ſweet & powerful his voice 1s, the voice of thav 
| one welbeloved ! Certainly where Chriſt cometh , he run. 
| nech away with the ſouls love, ſo that they cannot command 
it, I would far rather look but thorow the hole of 
# Chriſts door , to ſee but the one half of his faireſt, & 
| moſt comely face [ for he Jooketh like heaven] ſuppoſe should 
| never win 1n to fee his excellency & glory to the full; then 
| to enjoy the flower , the bloome , & chiefeſt excellency of 
' | the glory , & riches, of ten worlds. Lord ſend me for my 
| part, byt the meaneſt share of Chriſt , that can begiven to 


any of the indwellers of the new Jeruſalem ; But I know 
my Lord is no niggard: He can, & jt becometh him well 
to give more , then my narrow ſoul can receive. If there 


| were ten thouſand , thouſand millions of worlds, & as many 
| heavens full of men & Angels, Chriſt would not be pinched. 
| to ſupply all our wants, and to fill us all, Chriſt is a well 
| of life, but who knoweth how deep it is to the bottom ? This 
| foul of ours hath love , and cannot but love ſome fair one : 
And O what a fair one , what an onely one , what an excellent. 
| lovely ravishing one is Jeſus ! Put the beauty of ten thous 


faud thouſand worlds of Paradiſes like the garden of Eden 
in one , put all trees , all lowers , all ſmell , all co+ 
lours, all taſtes, all joyes , all ſweetneſs, all lovelyneſs 


in one, O what a fair and excellent thing would that be! 


K yes 
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& yetit should beleſs, to that fair & deareſt welbeloved Chriſt; 
then one drop of rain to the whole ſeas , rivers, lakes, & foun. 
tains of ten thouſand earths, O but Chriſt is heavens wonder 

& earths wonder! what marvel that his bride ſaith , Caur. 5; 
V, 16. He is. altogether !lovily. Oh that black ſouls will not 
come , & fetch all their love to this fair one ! Oifi couldin- 
vite & per{wade thouſands , & ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
of Adam's ſons; to flock about my Lord Jeſus, & to come & 
take theirkll of love ! Oh pity , for evermore , that there 
Should be ſuch an one as Chriſt Jeſus, fo boundleſs, ſo bot. 
tomleſs, & 1o incomparable in infinite excellency , & ſweet- 
neſs, and ſofewtotake him. Oh, oh, ye poor, dry & dead 
fouls, why will ye not come hither with your toem veſlels, 
& your empty ſouls, to this huge, & fair , & deep , & ſweet 
well of life, & fill all your toom veſſels; Oh that Chriſt should 
be ſo large in ſweetneſs , & worth ; & we ſo narrow, ſo pinched, 
ſo ebbe, & ſo void of all happineſs, and yet men will not take| 
him; They loſe their love miſerably who will not beſtow it 
upon this lovely one. Alas, theſe five thouſand yeers , Adam's 
fools, his waſter-heirs , have been wasting & lavishing out 
their love, and their affections upon black lovers , and black 
harlots: upon bits of dead creatures, and broken idols , upon 
this, & that feckleſs creature , & have not brought rheir love, 
and their heart to Jeſus. O pity, that fairneſs hath ſo few lo- 
vers! O woe, woe to the fools of this world , who run by f 
Chrift to other lovers! Qh miſery , miſery , miſery , thar comli- 
neſs can ſcarce get three , or four hearts in a town , or a countrey! | 
Oh that there is ſo much ſpoken & ſo much written and ſo much 
thought of creature-vanity , and ſo little ſpoken , ſolittle writ- 
ten , ſolittle thought of my great, and incomprehenſible, and 
never-enough-wondered-at Lord Jeſus, Why should I not 


curſe this forlorn , and wretched world , that ſuffereth my Lord Þ © 


Jeſus to lie his alone; O dam ncd ſouls, O miskenning world, 
O blind , O beggerly , and poor ſouls, O bewitched fools, 
what aileth you at Chriſt, that you run ſo from him? Idare 
not challenge providence , that there are ſo ſew buyers, andfo 
little {ale for ſuch an excellent one as Chriſt, O the depth, = 


a 


rift, 
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O the hight of my Lords wayes, that paſſe finding out. Bug 
oh if men would once be wiſe, and not fall ſo in lovewith 
their own hell . as to paſs by Chriſt ,- and misken him ! 
But let us come near , and fill our ſelves with Chiſt, and 
Jet his friends drink. and be drunken, and tatisfie our hollow and 
deep deſi with Jetus Oh come all and drink at this living well; 
come drink & - « for evermore , come drink & welcome : wel- 
come, {zith our faircſt Bridegroom, nv man getteth Chriſt 
withill will , no man cometh & is not welcome, no man com - 
eth and rueth his voyage: all men ſpeak well of Chrilt who 
have been art him; men and Angels who know him . will ſay 
more then 1 dow doe, & think more of him then they can lay. 
O if I were miſted ind bewildered in my Lords love ! Oh if I 
were fettered & chained toit! O ſwect painto be pained for a 
fight of him ! O living death , O good death ! O lovely death to 
diefor love of Jeſus! Oh that I should have a ſore heart & a pains, 


J ed ſoul for the wanting of the love of this, & that idoll woe , 


woe to the miſtakings of my miſcarrying heart, that gapeth 
& cryeth for creatures, & 1s not pained, & cutted,& tortured,& in 


| forrow ſor the want of a ſouls«fill of Chriſt. Oh that thou 
| would*ſt come near, my Beloved. O my faireſt one, why ſtandeſt 


thou a far? come hither that I may be ſatiat with rhy excellent 
love: O for an union, O for a fellowship with jeſus! © that I could 
buy with a price that lovely one, ſuppoſe hells torments for a 


| while were the price ! I cannot beleeve but Chriſt will rue 
i» © upon his pained lovers, & come & eaſe ſick hearts, who 
| figh and ſwoond for the want of Chriſt: who dow bide Chriſts 


love to be nice? What heaven can there be liker to hell , then 
to luſt, and grein, and Idwine , and fall a ſwoon for Chriſts 
love, and to want it? is not this hell & heaven woven thorow 
other? Is not this pain and joy, ſweetneſs and ſadneſs to bein 


| one web, the one the woft, the other the warp ? Therefore I 


would Chriſt would let us meet, and joyn together, the ſoul 
& Chriſt in others arms. O what meeting 1s like this, 'to ſee 


| blackneſs and beauty , contemptibleneſs and glory, highneſs and 


baſeneſs , even a ſoul and Chriſt kiſs one another, Nay but 
when all is done I may be wearied in ſpeaking and writing , but 
| E 4 C3 
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Q how far am I from the right expreſſion of Chriſt ot his lore 
I can nether ſpeak , nor write teceling, nor taſting, nor {melling; 
come feel, & {mel, & taſte Chritt, & his love, & ye $hal 


call jt morc then can be ſpoken : to write how ſweet the bone. 


combs, is not fo lovely as toeat & ſuck 4ne honey comb: on 
nights reſt in a bed of loye with Chriſt , will ſay more then hean 


can think, or tongue can utter. Neither need we fear croſſes, 
or figh , or be {ad for any thing that is on this ſide of heaven, i 


we have Chriſt ; our croſſes will never draw blood of the joy 
the holy Ghoſt, & peace of conſcience ; our joy is laid up lt 
ſuch a bigh place as temptations cannot climb up to take it 
down; this world may boaſt Chriſt : but they dare nat ſtrike , 


if they firike , they break their arm in fetching a ſtroke up 
2.rpck. O that we could pur our treaſure in Chriſt's hand, &} 

iye him our gold to keep, & our crown. Strive , Miſtreſs, Þþ 
to throng thorow the thorns of this life ot be at Chriſt: tin| 


nat fight of him in this cloudy, & dark day: Sleep with himin 


your heart in the night: Learn not at the world to ſerve Chriſt, 


yt ſpeir at himielf the way , the world is a falſe copy & a yin 


uide to follow. Remember my love to your husband , I wis 
all to him I have written here. The ſweet preſence, the long 


the. 


cl1n' 


Jaſting goodwill of our God , the warmely & lovely comfort 


of our Lord Jeſus be with you. Help me his priſoner in your 


» 


prayers ; Far I remember you. 


Aberd. Agult, 8, Tours in hi« ſweet Lord 


1637. Teſus - op R. 


» ——_— +  _o—_ 


To the Lady Firret (30) 
Worthy M ſtreſs. | 
"7 Race , mercy & peace be to you: I long to hear from you; 


JF I hear Chriſt hath been that Kind as to vilit you with ſick | 


efſe, & to bring you to the door of the grave , but ye found the 
door $hut ( bleſſed be his glorious name) while ye be riper for 
eternity 2; He will have more ſervice of you , & therefore he ſeeks 
Fth of yon, that hence forth ye be honeſt to your new inubond, 
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'Þ the Son of Gad. We have all Idol-love , & are whorishly in- 


dined to love other things beſideour Lord ; and therefore our 
Lord hunteth for our love, moe wayes then one or two. Oh 


| that Chri [t had his own of us,: I know he will not want you, & 


that is 2 ſweet wilfulneſs in his Love, & ye have as good caule 
on the other part to be headſtrong & peremptory in your love 


| to Chriſt , & not to part or divide your love betwixt Him & 
| theworld ; if ir were more it is little enough , yea too little for 
| Chriſt. I am now every way in good terms with Chriſt , he hath 


{{t a banished priſoner as a ſeal on his heart, and as a bracelet 
on hisarme ; that crabbed and black tree of the croſs , laughcth 
npon'me now: the alarming noiſe of the croſs is worfe'then 


| it ſelf, I love Chriſts glooms, better , then the world*s worm- 
| eaten joyes. Oh if all the Kingdom were as I am , except 
| theſe bonds: my loſſe is gain , my ſadneſs, joytull: my bounds, 
| liberty : my tears comfortable. This world is not worth a drink 


of cold water. O but Chriſt's love caſteth a great heat , hell & all 
the falx ſea and the rivers of the earth cannot quench it: I re. 


| member you to God , ye have the pravers of a priſoner of Chriſt; 
| Grace , grace be with you. 


Aberd. March. 9. Yeurs in his ſweet Lord 
; 1637. Feſaa's, Se 


Cr r———_—_— 


To the Lady Caskiberri, (31) 


MADAM. 


' 4 Race , mercy & peace he to you : I long to hear haw 
— yourLa, Is: I know net how to requite your La , kitd- 
nels, but your love to the Saints Madam, is Laid vp in hea- 
yen, I know it is for your welbeloyed Chriſts ſake , that 


| ye make his friends ſo dear to you , & concerne your {elf 


ſomuch in them; I am in this houſe of my pilgrimage every 
way in good caſe, Chriſt is moſt kind and loving to my ſoul , 
It pleaſeth him to feaſt with his unſeen conſolations a ſtrang- 
fr , and an cxiled priſoner , and 1 would gor exchange my 
| | =7 | Lord 
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Lord Jeſus, with all the comfort out of heaven: his yoke! 
ealie and his burden light. This is his truth I now ſuffer tor! 
for he harh ſealed ir with his bleſſed preſence , I know Chrif 
6hall yet win che day, andgaine the battell in Scotland, Gras 


be with you. 


Aberd. March. 7. Y.urs iu his ſweet Lord l 


1637. Teſus. S. R, 


re —nenn——n——nem tr nn nn 
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To Mr. JAMES BRUCE. 
Miniſter of the Goſpel. (32) 


R everend & welhbelowed Brother, 


Race, mercy and peace beto you: Upon the neareſt ac- 
_ = quaintance, that we are fathers children, 1 thought goud 
to write toyou. My caſe in my bonds, for the honour of my 
royall Prince, and King J:{us, Is as good as becometh the 
witneſs of ſuch a Soveraigne King , At my firſt com- 
ing hither. I was in great heavineſs, wreſtling with chal- 


lenges, being burdened in heart, (asI am yet) for my fi 


lent Sabbaths, and for a bereft people; young ones new-borne 
plucked from the breaſts, & the Childrens table drawn, 1 
thought I was adrie tree caſtover the dike of the vine-yard; 
but my ſecret conceptions of Chrifts love , at his ſweet & long 
deſired return to my ſoul, were found to be alye of Chriſts love 
forged by the tempter, and my own heart, and I am per- 
ſwaded that it was ſo: Now there is greater peace and e- 
curity within then before : the court 1s raiſed and diſmif- 
ſed for it was not fenced in God's name: I was far miſtaken, 
who should have ſummoned Chriſt for unkindneſs: mitted 
faith, & my fever conceived amiſsof him: now, now , he 
is pleaſed to feaſt a poor priſoner, and to refresh me with joy 
unſpeakable and glorious: ſo. as the holy Spirit is witnels, 


that my ſufferings are for Chriſts truth , and God forbid I m—_ 
eny 
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okei|ſWeny the teſtimony of the holy Spirit, and make him a falſe wit. 
r for!neſs, Now 1 teſtify under my hand, out of ſome {mall experi- 
Zhrigſſeace , that Chriſts cauſe [| even with the croſs, ] is better then 
3ra&the Kings crown, & that his reproaches are ſweet , his croſs 

perfumed, the walls of my priſon fair & large , my loſſes gain. 
| I deſire you , my dear Brother , help me topraiſe , and remem- 
Lorg ber me in your prayer to God, Grace, grace be with you. 


| Aberd. March, 14. Yours in our Lord 
—” I 637. Teſus, S. R. 
; To the Lady Earlſtoun. | 
MISTRESS. (33) 


EO Race, mercy & peace be toyou: T long to hear how your 
 2c- ® Soul proſpereth, I exhort you to go on in your journey : 
ood your day is short , & your afternoon-ſun will ſoon goe down : 
my make an end of your accounts with your Lord : for Death and 
the Judgement are tides, that bide no man : ſalvation is ſuppoſed 
>m- tobe at the door , and Chriſtianity is thought an caſie task ; but 
hal- I finde it hard , and the way ſtrait and narrow , were it not but 
fi. (my guide is content to waiton me: and to care for a tired tra- 
re ſ veller, Hurt not your conſcience with any known fin : let your 
, Ifchildren be as ſo many flowers, borrowed from God it the 
rd; | flowers die or wither, thank God fora ſummers-loan of them, 
"ng Þ & keep good neighbourhood , to borrow & lend with him. Ser 
Dve ff your heart upon heaven, and trouble not your ſpirit with this 
er- | clay-Idol of the world , which is but vanity , and hath but the 
{e- Þ luſtre of the Rain-bow in the air , which cometh and gocth with 
if Fa flying March shower: Clay is the I dol of baſtards, not the 
n, Þ} inheritance of the children. My Lord hath been pleaſed to make 
ed | many unknown faces laugh upon me , and hath made me 
he I well content of a borrowed fire-fide, and a borrowed bed 2: 1 
of {| am feaſted with the joyes of the holy Ghoſt, & my royal King 
s, £ beareth my charges honourably. I love the ſmell of Chriſt's 
1d FN fect breath , better then the worlds gold, 1 would I had help 
I : ” te 
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to praiſe him, The great Meſſenger of the Covenant , the 8g 
of God eſtablish yoy on your rock , & keep you to theday ofhi 
eoming. | 


Aberd. March. 7, Nurs in his ſweet Lon 
1637: Feſwus , S.R. 7 


— ; a Z un 
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 CARLETOUN.(4g)FE 


Worthy &> much hmuured. le 


* Race , mercy & peace be to you : I received your letter y th 
> from my Brother , to the which 1 now anſwer particu-þ 
larly. I eonfets two things of my ſelf. 1. Woe , woe is me, f << 
that men should think there is any thing in me : He is my wit ÞP? 
neſs before whom I am as cryſtall , that the ſecret houſe-devik ci 
that bear me too oft company, & that this ſink of corruption} ©" 
which I finde within , maketh me goe with low failes: &ifÞ flo 
others {aw what I ſee , they would look by me, but not to me, 
2. I know this shower of his free grace behoaved to be on me, 
otherwayes I would have withered, I know alſo, I have needd #7 
a buffeting tempter , that grace may be put to exerciſe & I kept 
low. Worthy & dear Brother in our Lord Jeſus, I write that Þ* 
from my heart which ye now read. 1, I avouch that Chriſt, & Þ 
ſweating , & ſighing under his croſs, is ſweeter to me by far, Þ F 
then all the Kingdoms in the world could pcfſibly be. 2, If you BP 
& my deareſt acquaintance in Chriſt, reap any fruit by my | 
ſuffering; let me be weighed in God's even ballance, if my jo7 
be not fulfilled : What am I to carry the marks of ſucha 
great King ? But howbeit I am a fink & finfull mals, a 
- wretched captive of fin, my Lord Jeſus can hew heaven out 
of woeſe timber then I am (if worſe can be.) 3. -I now 
rejoyce with Joy unſpeakable & glorious, that I never Fo 

4 5 | " pole 
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Wroſed to bring Chriſt nor the leaſt hoof or hair-breadth of truth 
under tryſting : I defired to have & keep Chriſt all alone , & 
bthat he should never rub clothes with that black-skin'd harlot 
Lorg of Rome, I am now fully payed home , ſo that _—y 
Paileth mc for the prefent , but loye- fickneſs for a reall poſſet- 
fon of my faireſt welbeloved, I would give him my bond 
Funder my faith-& hand , to friſt heaven an hundred yeers longer s 
{ſobeing he would lay his holy face ro my fometimes wet cheeks. 
Oh, who would not pity me, to know bow fain I would have 
[the King Shaking the tree of life upon me , or letting me im 
y to the well of lite with my old dish, that I might be druns 
ken with the fountain , here, rm the houſe of my pilgrimage} 
{1 cannot , nay 1 would not , be quite of Chriſts tove: He 
| hath left the marke behinde him where he gripped: He go- 
letter) ©h a way & leaveth me & his burning loye to wreitle together , 
ticy. |} & I can ſcarce win my meat of his love becauſe of abſence : My 
me, {Lord giveth me but hungry half: kiſfes, which ſerve to feed 
wit. £ pain & increaſe hunger, but doe not ſatisfie my defires : His 
tevit Þ dieting of my ſout for this race maketh melean, I have got- 
tion | ten the waile & choice of Chrift's croſſes, even thetithe & the 
& if flower of tne gold of alt croſſes, to bear witneſs tothe truth 
me, Þ& herein finde I liberty , joy, acceſs, life, comfort, love, 
me, Þfaith , ſubmiſſion , patience, & reſolution to take delight in 
-d of $on-waiting : NY withall in my race he hath come near me & let 
me ſee the gold & crown: What then want I but fruition & 
th call enjoy ment which is referved to my countrey ? Let no 
| & {man think he $hall loſe at Chriſts hands in ſuffering for him, 
4. For theſe prefent trials they are moſt dangerous: for peo« 
[ple hall be ſtolen off their feer with well washen , & white- 
{skin'd pretences of /nd-ferency; but itisthe power of the great 
| Antichriſt working inthis land, Woe , woe , woe beto Apoſtar 
a [Icoland : there 1s wrath , & a cup of the red wine of the 
{wrath of God Almighty in the Lords hand , that they 
Shall drink and ſpue and fall and not rife again. The ftar 
alled Wormw»od & Gat is fallen in the ſounraines, and rivers, & 
tath made them bitter the ſword of the Lord is fourbished 
againid 
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rgainſt the Idol-shepherds of the land ; women $hall bleſs th 
barren womb & muiſcarrying breaſts; all hearts shall þ 
faint , and all knees shall tremble , an end 1s coming, th 
leopaia and the lion shall watch over our cities , houſes prez 
& fair shall be deſolate without an inhabitant : the Lord hai 
faid , Pray not for this people , for T have taken my peace fr 
them ; yet the Lord's third part shall come through the fire, y 
refined gold for the treaſure of the Lord , & the out- caſts 
Scotland $hall be gathered together again , & the wilderne 
Shall bloſſome as the lower, & bud , & grow as the roſ of Shar. 
ox, & great shall be the glory of the Lord upon Scorland. 5, | 
zm here aſſaulted with the learned & pregnant wits of this King. 
dom ; but all honour be to my Lord , truth but laugheth x 
bemiſted & blinded Scribes, & diſputers of this world , & God 
wiſdom confoundeth them , & Chriſt triumpheth in his om 
ſtrong truth , that ſpeaketh for it ſelf. 6, I doubt not but ny 
Lord is preparing me for heavier trials : I am moſt ready at the 
good pleaſure of my Lord, in the ſtrength of his grace , for am 
thing he shall be pleaſed to call me to: neither shall the laſt black 
faced meſſenger , Death , be holden at the door , when ith: 
knock. If my Lord will take honour of the like of me , hoy 
glad & joyfull shall my ſoul be! Let Chriſt come out with mt 
to an hotter battell then this, & I shall fear no flesh : I knonf 
that my maſter will win the day , & that he hath taken the or 
dering of my ſufferings in his own hand. 7. As for my delive 
Trance , that miſcarieth: I am here , by my Lords grace, to lay my 
hand on my mouth to be ſilent & wait on:my Lord Jeſus 1s on hy 
Journey for my deliverance; I will not grudge that he runneti 
not ſo faſt as I would have him : On-waiting till the {wel 
ling rivers fall , & till my Lord ariſe as a mighty man afteſþ;. 
ftrong wine , $hall be my beſt : I have not yet reliſted to 

blood. 8. O how often am TI laid in the duſt, and urged by 

the tempter (who can ride his own errands upon our lying ap 

prehenſions,) to fin againſt the unchangeable love of my Lord 

When I think upon the {ſparrowes , & {wallowes that build ther 
neſts in the Kirk of Anuwoth, andof my dumb ſabbaths, my 


ſurrowfull bleired eyes , look aſquint upon Chriſt , and "_ 
ell 
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ſent him as angry. But in this triall , all honour to our prince- 
Sy and Toyall King , faith faileth fair before the wind, with 
Jtop-ſailes up , and carrieth the poor paſſenger through, Ilay 
» thF:chibitions upon my thoughts, that they receive no ſlanders 
Bret of my onely , onely beloved ; let him even ſay out ofhis own 
| bal mouth: There ##noho;e. yet T will die in that ſweet beguile, 
' frm tisnotſo: Ishall ſee the Salvation of Goid: Let me bedeceived 
©» Wreally, and never win to dry land, it is my joy to beleeve under - 
ſts df lie warer > & to die with faith in my hand gripping Chriſt : let 
ernel my conceptions of Chriſts love , goe to the grave with me & to 
"Bhell with me, I may not, I dare not quite them. I hope to 
S. | keep Chriſts pawne; if he never come to loole it, let him ſee 
Wo his own promiſe. I know, Preſumption, howbeit it be 
made of toutneſs , will not thus be wilfull :n heavie trial , Now , 
Bog my deareſt in Chriſt , the great meſſenger of the Covenant, the 
OG onely wiſe & alſufficient [ehovah eſtablisch you to the end. IL 
hear the Lord hath been at your houſe & hath called home your 
wife to her reſt. Iknow, Sz, ye ſee the Lord looſing the 
pins of your tabernacle, & wooing your love from this plaiſ- 
'Wtered & over-guilded world: calling upon you, to be makin 

your ſelf ready to goe to your fathers countrey , which $hall be 
a ſweet fruit of that viſitation, Ye know , to ſend : he Comfor= 
ter wasa Kings word when he aſcended on high: ye haveclaim. 
to, & intereſt in that promiſe. Remember my love in Chriſt 
'{oyour farher: shew him, itis late & black night with him 
is long lying at the water-ſide, is that he may look his papers 


Y 4 ere he take shipping, & be ata point for his lat anſwer befors 
ne Fhis judge & Lord. All love, all merey, all grace, & peace, 
og ul multiplied ſaving conſolations, all joy & faith in Chriſt , all 


PWability & confirming ſtrength of grace, & the good-will of 
aim that dwelt in the bush be with you. 


ed to 

d by Aberd. 15, June. | Teen unworthy brothor is his 
g bl 1637. ſweet Lord leſus, S. R, 
LOT 
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't MARION Mc KNAUGHT: 


Worthy & deareſt in the Lord, (35) 


T Ever loved , (fince I knew you,) that little vineyard of thi 
Lord's planting in GaZ-way ; But now much more ſfnce! 
have heard that he who hath his fire in Zur & his furnact 
in Feruſilem , hath been pleaſed to ſet up a furnace among 
you ,- with the firſt in this Kingdorn : He who maketh old 
things new , feeing Scotland an old drofſie & rufted Kirk, 
is beginning to make a new clean bride of her & to bring 
a young chaſt wife to him ſelf out of the fire. This fire $hall 
be quenched , ſo ſoon as Chriſt hath brought a clean ſpouſe 
thorow the hire : Therefore , 7 dearly beloved mm the Lori; 
fear not a worm : fear not worm Facob , Chrilt is in that ple 
& shall win the plea { Charge an unbeleeving heart , unde 
the pain of treaſon againlt our great & royall King Jeſus , to 
dependence by faith , & quiet o6n-waiting on our Lord : Get 
you in to your chambers & shut the doors about you : In, 
in with ſpeed to your ſtrong hold ye priſoners of hope , ye doys ÞÞ $© 
flee in to Chrilt's windowes , till the indignation be over & 
the ſtorme be paſt : Glorifie the Lord in your ſufferings , & I} ®« 
take his banner of love & ſpread oyer you'; others will follow you 
if they ice you ſtrong in the Lord , their courage shall take &| 
life from your Chriſtian carriage : look up & fee whos 
coming , lift up yout head, he is comming to fave , in garments 
died in blood , & trayclling in the greatneſs of his itrengrh, Þ 2) 
Ilaugh, I ſmile , Lleap for joy , to ſee Chriſt coming* to {ave 
you fo quick'y $ O' ſuch wide ſteps as Chriſt taketh ! , Three 
four hills are but a ſtep to bim ; h= skippeth over the moun'f 
tains : Chriſt hath ſet a battell betwixt his poor weak ſaints 
& his enemies, Take you a ſword of ſteel ; Law , Autho 
rity , Parliaments , & Kings upon your fide , that is your 
armour : & he faith to his ſaints, I give you a fecklcls tres 
iword in your hand, & that is ſuffering: , receiving of ſtroks; 
ipdlling-of your goods, & with your tree-fword ye shall on 
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& gain the V iory. Was not Chriſt dragged through the ditches 
of deep diftreſſes , & great ſtraits? & yet Chriſt who is your head 
hath win through with his life , howbeit not with a whole 
akin. Ye are Chriſts members, & he is drawing his mem=- 
bers thorow the thorny hedge up tw heaven after him; 
Chriſt one day will not have ſo much as a pained toe; 
but there are great pieces , & portions of Chriſt's mylſticalbody 
not yet within the gates of the great high city , the new Jeru= 
falem , & the dragon will ſtrike at Chriſt ſo long as there 1s one 
bit or member of Chriſt's body out of heaven. I tell you , Chriſt 
will make new work out of old fore-caſten Scotland , -& gather 
the old broken boards of his tabernacle , & pin them , & nail 
them together : our bills, & ſupplications are up in heaven , 
Chriſt hath coffers full of chem ; rheir is mercy on the other 
fide of this his croſs, a good anſwer to all our bills is agreed 


Þ} upon : I muſt tell you what lovely Jeſus, fair Jeſus, King Je- 


ſus hath done to my ſoul, ſometimes he ſendeth me out a itand- 
ing drink , & whiſpereth a word thorow the wall, & I am well 
content of kindneſs at the ſecond hand , his bode is ever wel= 
come to me , be what it will but at other times hewill be meſſen« 
ger himſelf, & I get the cup of ſalvation out of his own hand, 
(he drinkiug to me) & we cannot reſt till we be in others armes : 
and O how {ſweet is a fresh kiſs from his holy mouth , his 
breathing that goeth befure a kiſs upon my poor foul, is ſweet , 
& hath no fault, but that it is too short:; Iam careleſs , & ſtand 
not much on this, howbeit loines, & back, & shoulders , & 
head rive in pieces in ſteping up to my fathers houſe. I know 
my Lord can make long , & broad, & high, & deep glory to 
his name , out of this bit feckleſs body ; for Chriſt looketh not 
what ſtuffe he maketh glory out of. My dearly beloved ye have 


;Þ often refresched me, but thar is put up in my Maſter's accounts , 
| ye have him debter for me , but it ye will doe any thing for me 


(as I know ye will)now in my extremity,tell all my dear friends, 
that a priſoner is fettered , & chained in Chriſt's love, Lord ne= 
ver looſe the fetters; & ye & they together take my heartieſt 
commendations to my Lord Jeſus, & thank him for a poor 


friend: I defire your kusband-to read this letter , 1ſendhim a 
D | | 


pri fox 
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priſoners bleſſing , I will be obliged to him if he will be willing 
to ſuffer for my dear Maſter , ſuffering is the profeſſors golden gar. 
ment, there shall be no loſſes on Chriſt's fide of it, ye have been 


witneſſes of much joy berwixt Chriſt & me at communion. 
fealts,the remembrance where of [howbeit I be feaſted in ſecret] 
holleth my heart , for Iam put from the board head & the king 
firſt meſs to his by- board, & his broken meat is ſweet unto me:[| 
thank my Lord for borrowed crumbs , noleſs then when I ws 
feaſted at the communion-table in Anworh & Kirkoud bright : pryſj 


that I may get oneday of Chriſt in publike , as I have had long 
fince , before my eyes becloſed. Oh that my Maſter would take 


up houſe again , & lend me the keys of his wine-cellar again, 
& God ſend me borrowed drink till then, Remember ny| 
love to Chriſt's kinſmen with you. I pray for Chriſt's fathers 
bleſſing ro them all: Grace be with you: a priſoners bleſſing 
be with you: I write it, and T bide by it , God shall be gloriowſ] 
in Marion Mc Knaught when this ſtormy blait shall be over. 0| 
woman beloved of God, beleeye, rejoyce, be ſtrong in the} 


Lord, Grace 1s thy portion, 


Aberd. 15. June. Your brother in hu ſwut 


I637. Lord Ieſus, S. R, 


To JOHN GORDON 
At Riſcoin Galloway. (36) 


My worthy & dear Brother, 


M Iſpend not your shert ſand-glaſs which runneth very | 


faſt : ſeek your Lord in time : let me obtain of you 4 


letter under your hand for a promiſe to God , by his grace totakef 
a new courſe of walking with God: heaven is not at rhene 
door : I finde it hard to be a Chriſtian , there 1s no littl 


thruſting & thronging to thruſt in at heavens gates, it is 1 
caſtle taken by force, many shall ſtrive to enter in & shall nth! 
able. I beicech & obteſt you in the Lord make conſcience - 
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rash & paſſionat oathes , of raging & ſudden revenging inger ; 
of night-drinking , of needleſs companionry , of Sabbath- break- 
ing, of hurting any under you by word or deed , of hating 


your very enemies. Except ye receive the Kingdom of God 


| 25 2 little childe & be as meek & ſober-minded asa babe, ye 


| cannot enter into the Kingdom of God : Thar is a word whieh 
| chould touch you near, and make you ſtoop & caſt your ſelf 
| down and make your great ſpirit fall. Iknow this will not 


beeafily done , but I recommend it to you , as you tender your 
part of the Kingdom of heaven. Brother, I may from new 
experience ſpeak of Chriſt to you: Ohif ye ſaw in him what 


| I{ee; a river of God's unſeen joyes hath flowed from bank 
| to brae over my ſoul ſince I parted with you : I wish I want- 
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ed part , ſo being ye might have , that your ſoul mightbe fick of 
love for Chriſt,or rather ſatiat with him:this clay-idol the world , 
would ſeem to you then not worth a fig ; time will eat you out 
of poſſeſſion of it , when the eye ſtrings break & the breath 


| groweth cold & the impriſoned ſoul looketh out at the windo- 


| wes of the clay houſe, ready to leap out into eternity , what 


fwgh would ye then give fora lamp full of oyl? Oh ſeek it now. I de- 
R | fireyou, to corre & curb banning, ſwearing , lying , drinking, 


| ſabbath-breaking & idle ſpending of the Lords day , inabſence 


from the Kirk , as far as your Authority reacheth in that Parish. 
T hear a man 1s to be thruſt in to that place to the which I have 


| God's right : I know ye should haye a voice by God's word in 
* that: Act, 1. 15, 16. to the end, and Actor. 6 3, 5, Ye would 


| be loath that any Prelat should put you out of your poſſeſſion 
| earthly > & this is your right. Whar I write to you , I write 


toyour wite. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. Match. I4. Tur loving Paſtor , 
1637, S.R. 


(34) 
To the Lay HAL HILL. (37) 


Ear & Chriſtian Lady , Grace, mercy & peace be to you: 


D I longed much to write to your La : But now the Lord 
offering a fit occaſion, I would not omit to doe it : I cannot 


but acquaint your La! with the Kind dealing of Chriſt to my | 


ſoul in this houſe of my pilgrimage , that your La : May 
know Chriſt is as good as he 1s called : For at my firſt entry 
into this triall (being caſten down & troubled with challenges 
& jealouſies of his love whoſe name & teſtimony I now bear in 
my bonds ,) I feared nothing more, then that I was caſten over 
the dike of the vineyard as a dry tree, but bleſſed be his great 
name , the dry tree was in the fire & was not burnt , his dew 


came down & quickned the root of a withered plant, & now 


he is come again with joy , & hath been pleaſed to feaſt his exil- 
ed & afflicted priſoner with the joy of his confolatiens : now 
T weep, but am not ſad; am chaſtned, but I die not; I have 


loſſe, but I want nothing: this water cannot drown me, this | 


fire cannot burn me, becauſe of the goodwill of him that dwelt 
in the busch, The worſt things of Chriſt, his reproackes , his 
croſle , is better then Egypt's treaſures, He hath opened his 
door & taken into his houſe of wine, a poor ſinner, & hath left 
me ſo lick of love for my Lord Jeſus , that if heaven were at 
iny diſpoling, I would giveit for Chriſt , & would not be con- 
tent to goe to heayen except I were perſwaded Chriſt were there: 
1 would not give nor exchange my bonds for the Prelats velvets, 
nor my priſon for their coaches , nor my ſighs for all the werld's 
Iaughter ; this clay idol, the world , hath no great court in 
my foul, Chrift hath come & run away to heaven with my 
heart & my love, ſo that neither heart not love is mine: I pray 
God, Chriſt may keep both without reverſion. In my eflti- 
mation , as Iam now diſpoſed, if my part of this world's clay 
were rooped & fold , I would think it dear of a drink of w# 
ter. I ſee Chritt*s loyeis ſo Kingly , that it will not abide a mar- 
row, it muſt hivea throne, all alone in the ſoul , & I ſee apples 


beguile bairns howbeit they be worm-caten: the moth-eaten 
plea- 
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ſeaſures of this preſent world make bairns beleeve ten is a hun«= 
dred & yetall that are here are but shaddowes ; if they would 
draw by the curtain that is hanged betwixt them & Chriſt, they 
chould think themſelves fools who have ſo long miskenned the 


' © Son of God. I ſeek no more next to heaven , but that he may 


be glorified in a priſoner of Chriſt, & that in my behalf many 
would praiſe his high & glorious name , who heareth the ſigh- 


| ing of the priſoner, Remember my ſervice to the Laird your 


husband & to your ſon my aquaintance : I wish Chriſt had his 
young love, & that in the morning he would ſtart to the gate 
toſeek that which this world knoweth not & therefore doeth not 
ſeck it ; The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you. 


Aberd. Match, 14 Tours in hu ſweet Lord 
1637. | Feſus. S. R. 


—er—_—_— 


Totheright honourable my Lord 
LF DB SA F. a 


Right honourable & my very good Lord. 


7 Race, mercy & peace be to your Lo : Pardon my bold- 
neſs to expreſs my 1elf to your Lo: Atthis ſo needfulla time, 
when your wearied & friendleſs mother-kirk is looking round 
about her , to ſee if any of her ſons doeth really bemoan her de- 
ſolation : Therefore , ny dear & worthy Lord, T beſeech you in 
the bowels of Chriſt, pity that widow-like ſiſter & ſpouſe of 
Chriſt. I know , her husband 1s not dead , bur he ſeemeth to 
bein another countrey , & ſeeth well & beholdeth who are his 
true & tender hearted friends, who dare venture under the wa- 
ter to bring out to dry land ſinking truth, & who of the No- 
bles will caſt up their arm to warde a blow off the crowned 
kead of aur Royall law-giver who reigneth in Zion , who will 
plead & contend for Jacob in the day of his controverſie. Ir is 
now time, my worthy & noble Lord, for you who are the little 
mrſc-tathers (under our Souyeraing Prince] to put on coy- 
| 7” | F 3 I1gg 
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rage for the Lord Jeſus, & to take up afallen orphan ſpeaking 
out of the duſt, & to embrace in yourarms Chriſt's Bride: hee 
, hath no more in Scotland that is the delight of his eyes, but 
that one little ſiſter , whoſe breaſts were once well fashion- 
ed ; She once ravished her welbeloved with her eyes , and 
overcame him with her beauty ; She looked forth as the 
morning , fair as the moon, clear as the ſun, terrible as an 
army with banners ; Her ſtature was like the palm - tree, 
and her breaſts like cluſters of grapes , & $he held the King 
in his galleries, Cant. 4: 9. &6 3 10. &7:2 6, 7. But 
now the crown 1s fallen from her head , and her gold waxed 
dim , & our white Nazarites are become black as the coal, 
Bleſſed are they who will come out and help Chriſt againſt the 
mighty : The shields of the earth & the Nobles are debters 
to Chriſt for their honour , & $hould bring their glory and 
honour to the new Teruſalem , Rev. 21; 24, Alas that Ni 
great men should be ſo far from ſubjecting themſelves to the 
{ſweet yoke of Chriſt, that they burſt his bonds a ſunder : and 
think , they dow not goe on foot when Chriſt is on horſe- 
back, and that every nod of Chriſt commanding as a King, 
Is 2 load like a mountain of iron , and therefore they ſay, 
This man shall nit reign over us, we muſt have another King 
Then Chriſt in his own houſe. Therefore kneel to Chriſt and 
kiſs the Son , and let him have your Lo; vote as your a 
lone Law - giver, I am ſure when you leave this old waſte 
_ » of this perishing life , and shall reckon with. your 
oſte , & depart hence and take shipping , & make over for 
eternity , Which is the yonder ſide of time, & a ſand-glafs 
of threeſcore short yeers is running out ; To look over 
your $shoulder then, to that which ye have done, ſpoken , & 
ſuffered for Chriſt , his dear bride (that he ranſomed with 
that blood , which is more precious then gold, ] & for truth 
& the freedom of Chriſt's Kingdom ; your accounts shall more 
ſweetly ſmile & laugh upon you , then if you had two world's 
of gold toleaveto your poſterity. O my dear Lord , confider that 
our Maſter, eternity , judgement, & the laſt reckoning will 
be upon us in the twinckling of an cye : The blait of _ 
| all 
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aft trumpet, now hard at hand, will cry down all Ads of 
Parliaments , all the determinations of pretended Aflemblies 
painſt Chriſt our Law-giver ; There will be shortly a pro- 
camation by one ſtanding in the clouds, that rime chal beno 
mre > and that court with Kings of clay shall be no 
more, & priſons , confinements , forfeiturs &f Nobles , wrath 
of Kings, hazard of lands, houſes, & name for Chriſt , shall 
be no more, This world's ſpan-length of time is drawn 
now to leſle then half an inch , and to the point of the evening 
of the day, of this old and gray-haired world: and therefore 
be fixed & faſt for Chriſt & his truth for a time , & fear not 


. ſtim whoſe life goeth out at his noſtrils , who $hall die asa 


man, I am per{waded Chriſt 1s reſponſall , and law-biding , 
to make recompence for any thing that- is hazarded , or given 
out for him : loſſes for Chrift are but our goods given out 
in, bank in Chriſts hand. Kings earthly are well fovoured . 
little clay gods and tim's idol , but a ſight of our invitible 
King shall decry and darken all the glory of this world At 


- the day of Chriſt , truth shall be truth , and not treaſon, 


Alas it 1s pitiful , that filence, when the thatch of our Lorg's 
houſe hath taken fire, is now the flower and the bloom of 
court and ſtate - wiſdom 5 And to caſt a covering over a 
good profeſſion , ( as if it blushed at light , ) is thought a 
anny and ſure way through this life ; But the ſafeſt way 
lam perſwaded , is, to tine & win with Chriſt, & to hazard 
fairly for him 3; for heaven is but a company of Noble 
renturers for Chriſt. I dare hazard my foul , Chriſt hall 
grow green and bloſſom as the roſe of Sharon yet in Scot- 
and ; howbeit now his leaf ſeemeth to wither and his root 
to dry up. Your noble Anceſtors have been inrolled a- 
mongft the worthies of this nation , as the ſure friends of 
the bridegroom and valiant for Chriſt : I hope , ye will 
follow on , to come to the ſtreets for the ſame Lord ! the 
world is ſtill. at yea & nay with Chriſt: it shall be your glory 
& the ſure foundation of your houſe ( now when houſes are 
tumbling down , & birds building their neſts , & thorns & briers 
ve growing up where Nobles did ſpread a table ) if you engage 
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your eftate & nobility for this noble King Jeſus , with whon 


the created Powers of the world are ſtill in tops : all the worl 


Shall fall before him , & (as God liveth) every arm lifted upt 
take the crown off his royal head , or that refuſeth to hold it upon 


his head , $hall be broken from the shoulder-blad , the eyes tha Þþ 


behold Chriſt weep in ſackeloth, & wallow in his blood, & 
will not help, even theſe eyes shall rot away in their eye-hole, 
O if ye & the Nobles of this land , ſaw the beauty of that 
worlds wonder, [eſus our King , & the glory of him whois 


Angels wonder & heavens wonder for excellency ! Oh why 


would men count of clay-eſtates , of time-eatea lite , of worm- 
eaten '& moth-eaten worldly glory , in compariſon of that fair. 


eſt, faireſt of Gods creation , the ſon of the father's delights. I N 


haye but ſmall experience of ſuffering for him, but let my Jud 
& witneſs in heaven, lay my ſoul in the ballance of juſtice , if 
finde not a young heaven, & alittle Paradiſe of glorious coms 
forts , & ſoul-delighting loye-kiſſes of Chriſt , here beneath 
the moon in ſuffering for him & histruth : & that glory , joy, 
& peace, & fireot love, I thought had been kept while ſupper 
time, when we shall getlciiure to feaſt our fill upon Chriſt; I 
have felt it in glorious beginnings, in my bonds, for this prince, 
ly Lord Jeſus. Oh it is my forrow, my daily pain , that 
men will not come & ſee: I would now be ashamed to beleeve 
that it should be poſſible for any ſoul to think that he couldbe 
a loſer for Chriſt , ſuppoſe heshould lend Chriſt the Lord shipef 
Lindſay , or ſome ſuch great worldly eſtare. Therefore my 
worthy & Dear Lord {et your face againſt the oppoſits of Jeſus, 
& let your ſoul take courage to come under his banner, to ap- 
peare as his ſouldier for him, & the bleflings of a falling Kirk,the 
| prayers of the priſoners of hope who wait for Sions joy , & the 
g00d will of him that dwelt in the bush & it burned not , $hall 
be with you. To his ſaving Grace Irecommend your Lo: & 
your Houſe & ara {ti]l Chrilts priſoner &, 


Aberd. Sept. 7, Nour Lo : obliged ſervant in hu 
1637, ſweet Lord Feſus S. Ry 
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To my Lord Boyd. (39) 


My very honourable & good Lord. 


oc , mercy & peace be to you : f am glad to hear that 
ye in the morning of your short day-minde Chrift, & that 
ye love the henour of his crown & Kingdom. I beſeech your 


Bo: begin now to frame your love, &to caſt it in no mould 


but one , that it may be for Chriſt onely ; For when your love 1s 
now in the framing, & making , it will take beit with Chriſtz 
if any other then jeſus get a grip of it , when it 1s green 
& young > Chriſt will be an uncouth & ſtrange . world to 
you. Promiſe the lodging of your ſoul firſt away to Chriſt, & 
ſand by your firſt covenant, & keep to Jeſus., that he may 
fnde you honeſt. It is eafie to maſter an arrow , & to {et 
it right ere the ſtring be drawn , but when once it 1s shot_& 
in the air , the flight begun , then ye have no power at all 
to command it: It were a bleſſed thing , if your love could 
now levell onely at Chriſt , that his fair face were the black of 
the marke ye shot at ; For when your love is looſed , and out 
of your grips, & in its motion to fetch home an Idol, & hath 
taken a whorish:gading-journey to ſeek an unknown & ſtrange 
lover , ye $shall not then have power to call home the arrow , or 
to be maſter of your love, & ye shall hardly give Chriſt, 
what ye ſcarcely have your ſelf. 1 ſpeak not this, as it youth 
it ſelf could fetch heaven & Chriſt. Beleeve it my Lo: Ir 1s 
hardly credible what a neſt of dangerous tentations youth 1s, 
how 1nconſiderat, foolish, proud , vain, heady , rash , profane, 
& careleſs of God , this pieceof your life is , ſo that the devil fin- 
deth in that age a garnished & ſwept houſe for himſelf, & ſeven 
devils worſe then himſelf ; for then affections are on horle- back, , 
lofry & ſtirring , then the old man hath blood , luſt, much 
will; & little wit , and hands, feet , wanton eyes , profane 
ears as his ſervants, & as a Kings officiers at command , to 
$ome & goe at his will : Then a green conſcience is as {ouple as 
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the twig of a young tree, it is for every way, every religion, every 
lewd courſe prevaileth with it : And therefore O what a ſweet 
couple , what a glorious yoke are youth and Grace , Chriſt 
& a young-man This is a meeting not to be found in eyety 
town. None who haye been at Chriſt can bring back to your Ly 
a report anſ{werable to his worth; for Chriſt cannot be ſpoken 
of , or commended according to his worth ; Comme & ſu 
is the moſt faithfull meſſenger to ſpeak of him , little perſiws. 


fion would prevail where this were : It is impoſſible in the F 
ſetting out of Chriſt's love, tolye, and paſſe over truth'sline: | 


The diſcourſes of Angels, or Love-books written by the 
congregation of Seraphims [all their wits being conjoyn- 


ed and melted in one.] would for ever be in the nether fide 

of truth and plentifully declaring the thing as it is. The 
infinitneſs, the boundleſneſs of that incompa: able excel- 
leacy that is in Jeſus , is a great word. God ſend me, if 
it were but the relids and leayings, or an ounce weight or | 
two, of his matchleſs love, and ſuppoſe I never got a |j 
nother heaven [| providing this bleſſed fire were evermore | 
burning] I could not but be happy for ever. Come hither Fti 
then and give out your money wiſely for bread : Come F 
here and beftow your love, I have cauſe to ſpeak this, be- | 
cauſe except ye enjoy and poſſeſs Chriſt, ye will be a cold friend | 
to his ſpouſe; For it is love to the husband that cauſeth kind» Þ 
neſs to the wife. I dare ſwear, it were a bleſſing to your | 
Houſe , the honour of your Honour, the flower of your Þ bri 
credit, nowin your place, and as far as yeareable, tolend | 
your hand, to your weeping Mother , even your opprel- | 
ſed and ſpoiled Mother-kirk. If ye love her and beſtir F 
your ſelf for her, & hazard the Lordship of Boyd for there- 

coyery of her vail [which the ſmiting - watchmen have F 


taken from her] then ſurely her husband will ſcorn to ſleep 
in your common or reverence: Bits of Lordships are little 
to him who hath many crownes on his head & the Kingdoms 
of the world in the hollow of his hand. Court, Honour, 
Glory, riches, Stability of houſes, Favour of Princes are all 


en his finger ends, O what glory were it to lend your ho- 
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our to Chriſt, and to his Jeruſalem. Ye are one of Zions 
zorn ſons, your Honourable and Chriſtian Parents would 
renture you upon Chriſt's errands : Therefore I beſeech 
ou by the mercies of God, by the death and wounds 
f Jeſus , by the hope of your glorious inheritance and 
by the comfort & hope of the joyfull preſence ye would 
have at the water-ſide , when ye are putting your foot in 
he dark grave , take courage for Chriſt's truth & the Ho- 
nour of his free Kingdom ; for howbeit ye be a young flo- 


Iwerand green before the ſun, ye know not how ſoon death 


will cauſe you caſt your bloom , and wither root and branch 
& leaves : And therefore write up what ye have to doe for 


(Chriſt, and makea treaſure of good works, and begin intime : 
by appearance ye have the advantage of the brace: ſee what 
ye can doe for Chriſt againſt theſe , who are waiting while 
Chriſt's Tabernacle fall, that they may run away with the 
boards thereof, and build their neſts on Zion's ruines: They 
J:re blinde who ſee not lowns now pulling up the ſtakes and 
{breaking the cords & renting the curtains of Chriſt*s ( ſome 
times) beautifull tent in this land. Antichrift 1s lifting 
| that tent. up upon his shoulders and going away with it, & 
| when Chriſt & the Goſpel are out of Scotland , dream not 
that your houſes shall thrive , & that it shall goe well with 
F the Nobles of the land ; As the Lord liveth the ſtreams of 
{your waters shall become pitch , and the duſt of your land 
| brimſtone , and your land shall become burning pitch : and 
{the Owl and the Raven shall dwell in your houſes , and 
where your table ſtood there $shall grow briers , & nettles - 
1h.34:9 > 11. The Lord gave Chriſt and his Goſpel as a pawne 
- Þ toScotland, the watchmen have fallen foul , & loſttheir part of 
the pawne; & who ſeeth not that God hath dryed up their right 
eye, & their right arme , & hath broken the shepherds ſtaves, 
'& men are treading in their hearts upon ſuch unſavoury falr , 


that is good for nothing elſe. If ye the Nobles put a way the 
pawne alſo , & refuſe to plead the controverlie of Sion with the 
profeſſed enemies of Jeſus, ye have done with it. Oh where 
the courage , & zeal now , of the ancient Nobles of this _ £ 

wha 
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who with their ſwords & hazard of life , honour 8 houſs 
brought Chriſt to our hands? And now the Nobles cannot be hy 


guilty of shouldering out Chriſt , & murthering of the ſoulsg 


the poſterity, if they shall hide themſelyes, & lurk 1n the l+. 
ſide of the hill, till the wind blow down the temple of God, 1 
goecth now under the name of wiidom, for men to caſt ther 
cloak oyer Chriſt & their profeſlion', as if Chriſt were ftolk 
goods, & durſt not be avouched , though this be reputed apiece 
of policy ; yet god eſteemeth ſuch men to be but State-fookk 
Court-gooks , what ever they or other Heads of wit, like tothen 


thinkof themſelves, ſince their damnable filence , 1s the ruin: 
of Chrifts Kingdom, Oh bur it be true honour , & glory , to x 
the faſt friends of the Bridegroom , & to own Chriſt's bleedin 
head, & his forſaken cauſe , & to contend legally , & in the wi 


Burt [I will beleeve your Lo: will take Chriſts honour to hear, 
&be a man in the ſtreets (as the prophet ſpeaketh) for the Lon 
& his truth. To his rich grace & {weet preſence , & the ever 
laſting conſolation of the promiſed comforter I recomend you 
Lo: & am. 


Aberd. Sept. 7. Your Lo : in his ſweet Lord 
1637. - Feſw , S, R. 


_—I 4 


To my Lady Boyd. (40) 
My Fery Honourable & Chriftian Lady. 


Race , mercy & peace be to you : I received yout 
letter & am well pleaſed that your thoughts of Chrit 
ſtay with you , & that your purpoſe ſtill is , by al 
means to take the Kingdom of heaven by Violence , whid 


is no ſmall conqueſt , and it is a degree of watchfulnd 


& thapkfulneſs alſo , to obſcrye leepinels & unthankfuleb; 
| W 


dom of God for our ſweet Lord Jeſus , & his Kingly crown, 
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_ me have all good cauſe to —_——— of falie light that playeth 
ouls the thief , & ſtealeth away the lantern when it cometh to the 
he &, ſhraRtice of conſtant walking with God : our journey is ten times 
od, 1s day broken in ten pieces , Chrift getteth but onely broken 
their halfed and tired work of us , & alas too often againſt the 
Rolefſbair. I have been ſomewhat neerer the bridegroom , but 
2piecwben I draw nigh , & ſee my vileneſs , for shame I would 
ook; beout of his preſence aguin , but yet detire of his Cu —— 
then ove  putteth blushing-me under an arreſt. O what amT, io 
ruins loathſon a burden of tin , ro ſtand betide ſuch a beautifull & holy 
to Lord , ſuch an high & lofry one who inhabiteth eternity ? 
edinobut ſince ir pleaierh Chriit to condeſcend to ſuch an one as me, 
\ wilt chamefaſteneſs be laid atide , & loſe it ſelf in his condeſ- 
own,lcnding love, I would heartily. be content to keep a corner 
hear of the Kings hall : Oh if I were at the yonder end of my 
Lord 
ever. {lover , lives & reigns , there I should be everlaſtingly ſolaced 
youſJvith the ſight of his face , & fatisfed with the ſurpafling ſweets 

neſs of his matchleſs love: But truly now I ſtand in the nether 

fide of my defires , & with a drowping head, & panting heart, 
"org [look up to fair [eſus ſtanding a far off from us, while corrups 
tion & death $shall ſcour & refine the body of clay , & rot out the 
bones of the ol:4 man of fin: In the mean time we are bleſſed 
nſending word to the beloved , that we love to love him , and 
till then there is joy in wooing , ſuiting , lying about his houſe , 
boking in at the windows & ſending a poor ſouls groans & 
wihes thorow a hole of the door to Jeſus , till God ſend a glad 
meeting : And bleſſed be God that after a low-ebbe, &'ſo {ad 
wword Lord Feſt it 1s long ſince I ſaw thee, That even then, our 
wings are growing & the abſence of ſweet Jeſus breedeth a new 
fleece of defires & longings for him : I know no man hatha vel- 
retcroſs, but the croſs is madeof that which God will have it. 


wich) ® 1 dare not ſay, O that I had liberty to ſell Chriſts croſs , 
ne{ Neſt therewith alſo I should ſell joy , comfort, ſenſe of love, 
of; (Patience & the kind viſits of a bridegroom : And therefore blet- 
welt''d be God, we get croſſes unbought & good cheap. Sure I 

Am, 


weak deſires , then should I be where Chriſt my Lord , & 


; af But verily howbeit it be no warrantable market . to buy a crdb6 , , 


LY | 
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am , it were better to buy croſſes for Chriſt , then to ſell them; 
howbeit neither be allowed tous: And for Chriſt's joyfull com. 
ing, & going which your La: ſpeaketh of, I bear with it, x 
love can permit: it should be enough to me; IfI were wiſe, 
that Chriſt will have joy & ſorrow halfers of the life of th: 
ſaints, and that each of them should have a share of ou 


dayes , as the night and the day are kindly partners and half. 


ers of Time , and take it up betwixt theme : But if forroyſ 


be the greedieſt halfer of our dayes here, I know joy dy 


Shall dawn, & doe more then recompenſe all our {ad hour; 


Let my Lord Jeſus ( fince he will doe fo) weave my bi 
and ſpan-length of time , with white & black , well and 
woe, with the bridgroom's coming and his ſad departure, s 
warp & woef in one web , & let the roſe be neighboure 
with the thorn , yet hope ( thar makerh not ashamed) 
hath written a letter and lines of hope to the mourners in 
Zion , that it shall not be long fo : when we are over the 
water Chriſt shall cry down croſſes and up heaven for ever- 
more, & down hell &'down death, & down fin, & down 
ſorrow , & up glory , up life , up joy for evermore : In 
this hope I ſleep quietly 1n Chriſt's boſome. while he come 
who is not ſlack ; & would fleep ſo, were it not , that the 
noiſe of the devil , & fin's feet, & the cryes of an unbeleeu- 
ing heart awaken me ; bur for the preſent I have nothing 
whereof I can accuſe Chrift's croſs- Oh if I could pleaſemy 
ſelf in Chriſt onely ! I hope Madam your Sons will improve 
their power for Jeſus , for there is no danger , neither 1 
there any queſtion or juſtling betwixt Chriſt & Authority; 
though our enemies falſly ſtate the queſtion , as if Chril 
and Aurhority could not abide under one roof ; the quel 


tion onely is betwixt Chriſt and men in Authority : Authoſ 


rity is for & from Chriſt , & ſib to him; how then can he 
make a plea with it? Nay the truth is, wormes & Gods d 
clay , are riſen up againſt Chriſt. If the fruit of your La: 
| Womb be helpers of Chriſt, ye bave good ground to rejoyc: 
in God. All your La: } can expe for your goodwill to 
me & my Brother (a wronged ſtranger for Chriſt) is the 
prayers 
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rayers of a priſoner of Jeſus , to whom I recommend your La: 


_ Fc houſe & children, &in whom Iam. MADAM. 

it, Aberd. Sept, 8, Your La: in Chriſt, 
Wile, 1637. S.R. 

of the "IN < IA DOR ng . 

of ou 

d hal: To the Lady Cutroſs. 

orronÞ 

b, day M AD A M. 

ours: | 

ny bi (7 Race » Mercy peace be to you : I dare not ſay I wonder 
Il and that ye have never written to me in my bonds becauſe 
re, sf [am not ignorant of the cauſe; yet I could not but write to you? 
our I know not whether joy or heavineſs in my ſoul carrieth it away; 
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frrow without any mixture of ſweetneſs, hath not often 
loye-thoughts of Chriſt , but I ſee the devil can infinuat himſelf 
& ride his errands upon the thoughts of a poor oppreſled pri- 
ſoner. I am woe that I am making Chriſt my unfriend by 
ſeeking pleas againſt him , becauſe Iam the farſt in the Kingdom 
put,t9 utter lence , & becauſe I cannot preach my Lord*s 
righteouſneſs in the great congregation : I am notwithſtan- 
ding the leſs ſolicitous how it goe , it there be not wrath in my 
cup. But I know, I but claw my wounds when my phyſician 
hath forbidden me : I would beleeye in the dark upon luck's 
head , & take my hazard of Chriſt's goodwll & reſt on this, 
that in my fever my Phyſician it at my bed-fide , & that he 
jmpathizeth with me when I ſigh, My borrowed houſe, & 
another man's bed & fire-{ide & other loſſes have no room in my 
ſorrow , a greater heat to*eat out a leſs fire , 15a good remedie 
tor ſome burning. I beleeve when Chrift draweth blood he 


| hath skill ro cut the right veine & that he hath taken the whole 


ordering and diſpoling of my ſufferings, Let him rutour me, 
& tutour my croſles as he thinketh good , there is no dan- 
ger nor hazard in following ſuch a guide; howbeit he should 
lead me through hell , if I could put faith foremoit , & fill 
the field with a quiet on- waiting , & beleeving to ſee the fal- 
ration of God, I know Chriſt is not obliged to let me ſee —_ 

rne 
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the ſides of my croſs, & turn it over & over , that I may {eeal} 
My faith is richer to live upon credit , & Chriſt's borrowed mos 
ney , then to have much in my hand. Alas I have forgotten that 
faith in times paſt hath ſtopped a lek in my crazed barke , & hath 
filled my failes with a fair wind: I ſee it a work of Godthat 
experiencss are all loſt, when ſummonds of improbation, ty 
prove our Charters of Chriſt to be counterfit , are raiſed ag 
inſt poor ſouls in their neavie trials: but let me be a ſinner, 
& worſe then the chief of ſinners, yea a guilty devil, Iam 
ſure my welbeloved is God , & when I ſay Chriſt is God, & 
my Chriſt is God, I have faid allthings , I can ſay no more; 
. TI would I could build as much on this, my Chriſt is God, a; 
it would bear, I might lay all the world upon it: Iam ſure 
Chriſt untried , and untaken up in the power of his love Kind: 
neſs , mercies, goodneſs, wiſdom , long-ſuffering & great- 
neſs , 1s the rock that dim-ſighted travellers dash their foot 
againſt, & ſo ftamble fearfully. But my wounds are ſoreſ,, 
& pain me moſt, to fin againſt his love, & his mercy, &if 
he would ſet me & my conſcience by the ears together & reſvlye 
not to rid the plea, but let us deal it betwixt us ; my ſpitting 
upon the fair face of Chriſt's love , & mercies , by my Je 
louſies, unbelief, and doubting would be enough to ſink me, 
Oh, oh, I am convinced O lord, I ſtand dumb before thee 
for this: Let me be mine own Judge in this, and I take 1 
dreadfull doom: upon me for it ; for I ſtill misbeleeve, though 
I have ſeen that my Lord hath made my crofs , as if it we 
re all Cryſtall, fo as I can fee thorow it Chriſts fair face and 
heaven , and that God hath honoured a lump of ſinful fleh 
and blood the like of 'me, to be Chris honourable Lord-pn- 
ſoner. I ought to eſteem the walls of the theeves- hole (if I were 
Shut up 1n it) or any ſtinking dungeon , all hung with tapeſtrie, 
& molt beautifull for my Lord Jeſus, & yet I am not io shut up, 
. but that the ſun $shineth upon my priſon , & the fair wide heaven 
is the covering of it. But my Lord in his ſweet viſits hath done 


more; for he maks me finde that hewill be a confined pri{ont 
with me; helieth down, & riſeth up with me , when I tigh ,heÞÞ' 
ſigheth : When I weep , ke ſuffereth with me; & I confeſleF* 


here 
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here 18 the bleſſed iflue of my ſufferings already begun , that 
my heart ts filled with hunger & deſire, to have him glorified 
in my ſufferings. Bleſſed ye of the Lord , Madam , if ye 
wonld help a poor Dyyour, & cauſe others of your acquain- 
ance in "Chriſt help me, to pay my debt of love, even reall 
praiſes ro Chriſt nry Lord, Madam let me charge you in the 
Lord, as ye will anſwer to him , help me in this duty [which 
he hath tyed about my neck with a chain of ſuch ſingular ex- 
xeſſions of his loving kindneſs] to ſet on high Chriſt , to hold 
n my honeſty at his hands, for I have nothing to give him. 
0 that he would arrcft & compriſe my love & my heart for all ! 
Iam a Dyvour who have no more free good; in the world for . 
Chriſt, ſaye that, it is both the whole heritage I have & all my 
novables beſides: Lord give the thirſty man a drink: Oh to be o- 
jer the ears 1n the well ! Oh to be ſwattering, & ſwimming over 
head & ears in Chriſt's lovc !'I would not have Chriſt's love 
atering in me, but I would enter into it, & be ſwallowed up 
of that love. But I ſee not my ſelf here, for I fear I make 
more of his love then of himſelf; whereas himſelf is far beyond 


,|& much better then his love. Oh 1f T had my ſinfullarmes filled 
- {ith that lovely one Chriſt ! Bleſſed be my rich Lord Jeſus 


who ſendeth not away beggers from his; houſe with a room 
dh. He fillerh the veſſels of ſuch as will come & ſeek; We 
might beg our ſelvesrich, [if we were wiſe, ] if we could but 


; Fold out our withered hands to Chriſt, & learn to ſuit , & 


kek; aske, & knock. I ow my ſalvation for Chriſt's glory, 
low it to Chriſt , & deſire that my hell, yeaa newchell , ſe- 
rep times hotter then the old hell , might buy praiſes before 


j- nen and Angels to my Lord Jeſus; providing alwayes I were 
ice of Chriſt's hatred & diſpleaſure. What am I to be forfeit. 


d & ſold in ſoul & body, tohave my great & royall King ſet 
m high , and extolled above zll? O if I knew how high to 
tave him ſer, & all the world far, far beneath the ſoles of his | 


ft ! Nay I deſerve not to be the. matter of his praiſes. far 


eſs to be an agent in praifing of him, But he can win his own 
glory out of me, & out of one worſethen I [ifany ſuch beJ 
it pleaſe his holy Majeſty ſo to doe; he knowcth that I am not 

| , G now 
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now flattering him. Madam let me have your prayers , as y 


have the prayers & bleſſing of him that is ſeparated from hy 


Brethren. Grace , Grace be with you. 
Aberd. June 15, Your own in his ſweet Lord 
1637 Feſus , S,R. 


To tbe Earle of Cafſills. 


My very N.ble & honourable Lord, (42) 


| make bold (out of the honourable & Chriſtian report I hex 
of your Lo: having no other thing to ſay , but that whid 

 concerneth the honourable cauſe , which the Lord hath enx 
bled your Lo : to proteſſe) ro write this, that it is your Ly; 
crown , your glory , & your honour to ſect your shoulder undx 
the Lords glory , now falling to the ground ; & to back Chi 
now , when ſo many think it wiſdom to let him fend for hin. 


ſelf: the shields of the earth ever did , & doe {till beleeve, thaff 


Chriſt is a cumberſom neighbour , & that it 1s a pain to hold yy 


his yea's, & nays: They fear he take their chariots , & ther 


crownes, & their honour, from them ; but my Lord ſtandeti 
in need of none of them all : Bur it 1s your glory to own Chriltk 
his buried truth , for let men ſay what they pleaſe , the plea with 


Sion*s enenies in this day of [acobs trouble , is , if Chriſt shoullf 
be Kinz , & no mouth ſpeak lawes but his ? It concerneth the 


apple of Chriſt's eye, & his royall priviledges , what now is de- 
bated - & Chriſt's Kingly honours is come to yea , & nay; Bu 
let me be pardoned my , my dear & Noble Lord , to beſeech you 
by the mercies of God , by the comforts of the Spirit , by the 
wounds of your dear Saviour , by your compearance before 
the Judge of quick & dead; to ſtand for Chriſt , and to 
back him. Oh if the Nobles had done their part , & been 
zealous- for the Lord it had not been as it is now ; but me 
think it wiſdom to ſtand beſide Chriſt , till is head be bro 
ken, & ſing dumb. There 1s a time coming when Chrilt 
will have a thick court & he will be the glory of Scotland, 
& he shall make adiadem, agarland , & ſeal upon his heart 

- a Ting 
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a ring on his finger, of theſe , who have avouched him before 
this faithleſſe generation : Howbeit ere that come , wrath 
from the Lord 1s ordained for this land. My Lord, I have cauſe 
to write this to your Lo: for I dare not conceal his kindneſs to 
the foul of an afflicted , exiled priſoner . Who hath more cauſe 
to boaſt in the Lord then ſuch a ſinner as | ? Who am feafted 
with the conſolations of Chriſt , & have no pain in my ſufferings, 
but the pain of ſoul-fickneſs of love for Chriſt , & ſorrow that 
I cannot get help to ſound aloud the high praiſes of him who 
hath heard the ſ:ghing of the priſoner, & 1s content to lay the 
head of his oppreſled 1tervant in his boſome, under his chinne 
& let him feel the ſmell of his garments. This I behooved to 
write that your Lo: might know , Chriſt is as good as he is cal- 
ed, & to teſtifie to your Lo; the cauſe your Lo: now profeſſeth 
before this faithleſs world is Chriſt's: & your Lo: shall have no 
shame of it. Grace be with you. 
Aberd, March. 13. Tour Lo, obliged Servant 
1637. S. KR. 


—_—. 
—C 


To the much honoured 
JOHN OSBUR N, 
Proveſt of Ayr. 

Much honoured Sir » 


G Race mercy , & peace be to you ; Upon our ſmall acquain- 
tance & the good report I hear of you , I could not but write 

to you: I have nothing to ſay , but Chriſt in that honourable 
place he hath put you in , hath intruſted you with a dear pledge 
which is his own glory ; & hath armed you with his ſword to 
keep the pledge & make a good account of it to God. Be not af- 
fraid of men, Your maſter can mowe down his enemies & make 
withered hay of fair lowers, your time will not be long ; after 
your afternoon will come your evening , & after evening night :' 
ſerve Chriſt, back him, lethis cauſe be your cauſe;give not an hair 
breadth of truth away, for it is not yours; but God's: then , ſince 
; G 2 | you 
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Jou are going take Chrift's teſtificat with you out of this life,111 


done good &r faithfull ſervant. His well doxe is worth a shipfull 
of Good-dayes & earthly honours. I have cauſe to ſay this, 
becauſe I finde him truth it ſelt: In my ſad dayes , Chriſt laugh. 
eth cheerfully & ſaith, 47 wil bewell. Would to God, all this 
Kingdom , & ye, & all that know God , knew, what is be. 
twixt me & Chrift in thispriſon , what kiſſes, embracement;, 


& loyve-communings : I take his. croſs in my armes with joy, f 


Ibleſſeit, I rezoyce in it : ſuffering for Chriſt is my garland; 
I would not exchange Chriſt for ten thouſand worlds ; nay [if 
| the compariſon could ſtand] I would not exchange Chrif wih 
heaven. Sir , pray for me, & the prayers & bleſſing ot a priſoner 
of Chriſt meet you in all your ſtraits, Grace be with you, 


Aberd. March. 14, tours in Chriſt Feſws hit 
I 63 7+ | Lord, S. R. 


— — 


T7 ROBERT GORD ON, 
Baliffe of Ayr. (44) 


Worthy Sir. 
G Race, mercy & peace be to you : TI long to hear from you 
FT inpaper. Remember your Cheif's ſpeeches on his deathbed: 
I pray you Sir ſell all & buy the pearle ; time will cut you 


from this world's glory : Look what will dee you good , when | 


your glafſe shall be run out , & let Chriſt's love bear moſt court 
in your ſoul , & that court will bear down the love of other 
things : Chriſt ſeeketh your help in your place , give him your 
hand: Who hath more cauſe to encourage others to own Chriſt 
then I haye ( for the hath made me ſick of love & left me in pain 
to wreſtle with his love, & love is like to fall a {\woon through 
his abſence: I mean not that he deſerteth me , or that I am ebbe 
of comforts, but this is an uncouth pain. Oh that I had a heart 
& a love to render to him back again ! O if principalities & 


powers, thrones & deminions & all the world , would help me 
- to 


to 
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to praiſe. Praiſe him in my behalf. Remember my love to 
your wife. I thank you moſt kindly for your love to my bro- 
her, Grace be with you. 
Aberd. March. 13, Tours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſus. S. Re 


7 JOHN KENNEDY, 
Bailiffe of Ayr. (45) 


Race, mercy and peace be unto you : Your not writing 
to me , cannot binde me up from remembring you now 


| & then, that ar leaſt ye may bea witneſs & a third man, to be- 
hold in paper what is betwixt Chriſt & me. I was in his eyes 
| likz a young Orphan, wanting known parents, caſten out in 


the open fiel4s; either Chriſt behooved to take meup, & to 
bring me home to his houſe and fire-ſide, elſe I had dyed in the 


| fields: & now, I am homly with Chriſt's love , ſo that I 


think the houſe mine own , & the maſter of the houſe mine al- 
ſo, Chriſt enquired not when he began to love me, whether 


| I was fair, or black, & ſun-burnt? love taketh what it may 


haye, He loved me before this time I know , but now I have 
the lower of his love, his love 1s come to a fair bloom , like 
2 young roſe opened up out of the green leaves, & it caſteth a 


| frong & fragrant ſmell, 1 want nothing but wayes of expreſ- 


ing Chriſt's love: A full veſſel would have a vent. O if I could 
ſmoke our & caſt out coales to make a fire in many breſts of this 
and ! Oh it is a pity that there were not many impriſon= 
ed for Chriſt , for no other purpoſe , but to write books & 
lre-ſongs of the leve of Chriſt. This love would keep all 


| Created tongues of men & Angels in exerciſe , & buſic , 


night & day to ſpeak of it: Alas I can ſpeak nothing of it, 
but wonder at three things in his love. Firſt , Freedome. O 
that lumps of ſin $hould vet ſuch love for' nothing Se- 
condly. The Sweetzeſs of his love, I give over cither to ſpeak 
« write of jt , but theſe that feel it may better bear witneſs 

mr nn ne” "6 - — _ 
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What it is - but it is ſo ſweet that next to Chriſt himſelf nothing 
can match it: nay Ithink a ſoul could live eternally bleſſed one. 
ly on Chriſt s love, & feed upon no orher thing : yea whe 
Chrift in love giveth a blow , it doeth a ſoul good, & it 1s a kinds 
of comfort & joy to it, to geta cuff with the lovely , ſweet, & 
ſoft hand of Jeſus. And Thirdly , what power & ſtrength isin 
his love? I am perſwaded it can climb a ſteep hill , & hell upon 
it's back, & ſwim through the water & not drown, & fingin 
the fire & finde nopain , & triumph in loſſes, priſons , ſorrows, 
exile, diſgrace, & laugh & rejoyce in death. Oh fora yeer; fi 
leaſe of the ſenſe of his love withour a cloud , to try what Chriſt 
1s! Oh for the coming of the bridegroom ! Oh when will] 
ſee the bridegroom & the bride meet in the clouds & kiſſe each thi 
other! Oh when will we get our day & our hearts full of tha If [el 
love! Oh if it were lawfull to complain of the famine, & want jet 
of that love of the immediat viſion of God! O time , time, ff thi 
how doeſt thou torment- the ſouls of theſe that would be {wal $1 a 
lowed up of Chriſt's love, becauſe thou moveſt ſo floawly ! Oh | me 
if he would pity a poor priſoner , & blow love upon me, & giy: ſf he 
a priſoner a taſte , or draught of that ſurpaſſing ſweetneſs (which Ntha 
1s glory as it were begun) to be a confirmation , that Chriſt & out 
I shall have our fill of other for ever! Come hither O loye of ſfou 
Chriſt , that I may once kiſle thee before I die, whar would I not ff on: 
give to have time that lieth betwixt Chriſt & me taken out of ed 
the way that we might once meet ? I cannot think but at the firtÞ lt ; 
ſight I shall ſee of that moſt lovely & faireſt face, love shall come} ira 
out of his two eyes & fill me with aſtonishment , I would but de«ſfro 
fire ro ſtand at the utter fide of the gates of the new Jeruſalem, | ma 
& look thorow a hole of the door & {ce Chriſt's face ; a borrowed m) 
viſion 1n this life would be my barrowed & begun heaven, ſm 
while the long , long-looked for day dawn. It is not forfſgv 
ncthing that it is ſaid Colofl, 1. 27, Chrift in you the hope of det 
loxy. Uwill be content of no pawne of heaven but Chriſt him bal 
{elf ; for Chriſt poſſeſſed by faith here is young heaven & gloj pra 
ry in the bud: If I had that pawne I would bide horning &} lon 
hell both ere I gave it again. All we haye here , is ſcarce theÞlor 
picture of glory ; Should nat we young bairns long & _ Ge 
| | ) 
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for the expiring of our minority, It were good to be daily 


« begging propines & love-gifts , & the bridegroom's favours , 


& if we can doe ne more ſeek Crumbs & hungry dinners of 

Chriſt's love, to keep the taſte of heaven in our mouth while 

ſupper time. I know it is far afterncon and nigh the mariage- 

ſupper of the Lamb , the table is covered already. O welbe- 

loved run , run faſt ! O fair day when wiPt thou dawn! O 

chaddows flee away / I think hope & love woven thorow 

other , make our abſence from Chriſt ſpirituall rorment: Tt 

s2pain to wait on, but hope that maketh not a shamed ſwallow- 

eh up 'that pain, It is not unkindneſs that keepeth Chriſt 

& us ſo long aſunder. What can I ſay to Chriſt's love ? I 

think more then I can ſay: To conſider that when my Lord 

Jeſus may take the air [if I may fo ſpeak) & goe abroad; 

jet he will be confined & keep the priſon with me: bur in all 

this ſ\wect communion with him what am I to be t hanked , for 

Iam but a ſufferer, whether I will or not he will be kind to 

me, as it he had defied my guiltineſs to make him unkind, ſo 

he beareth in his love on me. Here I die with wondering, 

that juſtice hindereth not love ; for there are none in hell nor 
out of hell, more unworthy of Chriſt's love. Shame may con. 
found and ſcar me , once to hold up my black mouth , to receive 
one of Chriſt's undeſerved kiſſes. If my inner- ſide were turn« 
ed out, & all men ſaw my vileneſs, they would ſay tome, 
It is @ shame for thee to ſland flill, while Chriſt kiſs thee & em- 
brace thee : It wonld ſeem to become me rather to run away 
from his love, as ashamed at my own unworthineſs. Nay L 
may think shame to take heaven , who have ſo higly provoked 
my Lord Jeſus: But ſeeing Chriſt's love will chame me, L 
am content to be shamed. My detire 1s that my Lord would 
give me broader & deeper thoughts , to feed my ſelf with won=- 
dering at his love: I would I could weigh 1t, but Ihaveno 
ballance for it. When I have worn my tougue to the ſtump in 
praifing of Chriſt, I have done nothing to him, I mult let him a= 
lone, for my withered armes will not goe abour his high, wide, 
long and broad love : What remaineth then , bur that my 
debt to the lave of Chriſt lie unpaid for alleternity. Allthat 
| G 4 are 
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are in heaven are black sham'd with his love as well asI, we 
muſt all be Dyvours together , & the bleſſing of that houſe-full, 
or heaven-full of Dyvours , $hall reſt for ever upon him. Oif 
this Land & Nation would come & ſtand beſide his inconceiyahl: 
& glorious perfetions , & look in, & love, & wonder, & 
adore ! would to God I could bring in many lovers to Chrify 
Houſe ! Butthis Nation hath forſaken the fountain of living ws 
ters. Lord cait not water on Scotland*s coal. Woe, woe will be 
to this Land , becauſe of the day of the Lord's fierce anger that 
is ſo fait coming. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. Your affeFionat Brother in our 
Lord Jeſus, S.R. 


ED ——_ 


To JOHN KENNEDY, 
Bailiffe of Ayr. 


Worthy & Dear Brother. (46) 


FE Race , mercy & peace be toyou: I long to ſee you inthis 
Northerne world in paper ; I know it is not forgetfulneſs 
that ye write not; I am every way in good caſe both in ſoul & 
" body, all honour & glory be to my Lord: I want nothing but 
a further revelation of the beauty of the unknown Son of God, 
Either I know not what Chriſtianity is, or we have ſtinted x 
meaſure of {o-many ounce weights , & no more upon holineſs, 
& there we areat a ſtay , drawing our breath all our life : a mode« 
ration in God's way, now, is much in requeſt. I profeſs [ 
have never taken pains to finde out him whom my ſoul loyeth, 
there is a gate yet of finding out Chriſt , that I have never lighted 
upon. Ohif I could find it out ! Alas how ſoon are we pleaſed 
with our own shaddow in aglaſs! It were good to be begins 
ning in ſad earneſt to finde out God, & to ſeek the righ tread 
of Chriſt - time, cuſtome, & a good opinion of our ſelves, 
Our good meaning , & our lazie defires , our fair showes- & 
the world's gliſtering luſters > & theſe broad paſſements _ 
kings 
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kings of religion , that beat bulk in the Kirk , is that wherewith 
moſt ſatis fie themſelve-: but a watered bed with tears, a dry throat 
writh praying, eyes a fountain of tears for the ſins of the land 
rare to be found among us, Oh if we could know the power 
of godlineſs ! This is one part of my caſe, & an other is , that 
[ like a fool once ſummoned Chritt for unkindneſs, & com- 
plained of his fickelneis & unconſtancy , becauſe he would have 
go more of my ſervice nor preaching , & had caften me out of 
the inheritance of the Lord: and I confeſs now, this was but 
abought plea, & I was a fool, yet he hath born with me: I 
gave him a fair advantage againſt me , but love & mercy would 
not let him take it : & the truth is, now he hath chided himſelf 
friends with me , & hath taken a way the mask, & hath renewed 
his wonted favour in ſuch a manner, that he hath paid me my 
hundred-fold in this life : & one to the hundred. This priſon is 
my banqueting houſe , I am handled as ſoftly & delicatly as 2 
dated childe; Iam nothing behinde (I ſee) with Chriſt, he can 
in a moneth make up a yeers loſſes: & I write this to you , that 
I may entreat, nay, adjure & charge you , by the Ani of our 
welbeloved to help me to praiſe , & to tell all your Chriſtian ac= 
quaintance to help me , for I am as deeply drowned in his debt , 
any Dy vour can be: & yet in this fair ſun-blenke I have lome=- 
thing to keep me from ſtartling, or being exalted above mea= 
ſure. His word isa fireshut up in my bowels,& Iam weary with 
forbearing ; the miniſters in this town are ſaying they $hall 
have my priſon changed into leſs beunds , becaufe they ſee God 
with me: my mother hath born mea man of contention , one 
that ſtriveth with the whole earth. The late wrongs & opprefli- 
ons done to my brother keep my ſails low; yet I defie croſſes to 
embarke me in ſuch a plea againſt Chrift , as I was rroubl- 
ed with of late : I hopo to overhope & overbelceve my troubles : 
have cauſe now to truſt Chriſt's promiſe, more then his gloom. 
Remember my hearty affection to your wife , My ſonl is grieved 
for the ſncceſs of our brethrens journey to New-Engeland , but 
God hath ſomewhat to reyeal that we ſee not. Grace be with 
jou, pray for the priſoner, | 

- Aberd, Jan, 1. 1637, Tous in bis onely L, Feſta, S. R. 

& # 


To 
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To MARGARET BALANTINE. 


MISTRESS, (47) 


Cy Race, mercy & peace be unto you: It is more then time 
_—* that I should have writen to you , bnt it is yet good time, 
if I could help your ſoul to mend your pace , & to goe more 
{ſwiftly to your heavenly countrey ; for truly ye have needto 
make all haſte, becauſe the inch of your day that remaineth 
will qnickly ſlip away , for whether we fleep or wake our glaſs 
runneth, the tide bideth no man : Beware of a beguile inthe 
matter of your ſalvation , woe, woe for evermore to them that 
loſe that prize , for what is behinde when the ſoul is onceloſ; 
but that ſinners warme their bits of clay - houſes at a tire of their 
own kindling for a day or two, which doeth rather ſuffocat 
with it's ſmoke then warme them , & at length they lie down 
in ſorrow & are clothed with everlaſting shþame. I would ſeek 
no futher meaſure of faith to begin withall , then to belceve 
really, & ſtedfaſtly the dorine of God's Tuſltice , his all-de- 
youring wrath & everlaſting burning , where finners are burnt 
ſoul & body in ariver & great lake of fire & brimſtone : Then 
they would wish no more goods but the thouſand part of a cold 
fountain-well to coole their rongue , they would then buy death 
with enduring of pain & torment for as many yeers, as god hath 
created drops of rain ſince the creation : but there is no marketin 
buying or ſelling life or death there-Oh alas the greateſt part of 
this world run to the place of that torment rejoycing & dancing, 
eating, drinking & ſleeping ! my coun{ll to you is, that ye ſtart 
in time to be after Chriſt; forif ye goe quickly , Chriſt 1s not 
far before yeu: Ye hall overtake him. O Lord God , what 
is ſo needſu]l as this, ſalvarion: ſaivation : Fie upon this con- 
demned & foolish world that will give ſo little for ſalvation, 
Oh , if there were a tree market of talvation proclaimed inthat 
day when the trumpet of Cod shall a wake the dead , how many 
buyers would be then * God ſend me no more happineſs but 
that ſalvation which the blinde world | to their eternall woe} 


letteth ſlip through their fingets : Therefore look if ye can g's 
g | ou 
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out your money. | asIfa; ſpeaketh 55 : 2.7] for bread , & lay 


Chiift & his blood in wodlet for heaven: Ir 15a dry & hungry 
bairn's- part of goods , that Eſau's are hunting for here . 11ee 
thouſands following the chaſe and in rhe purſuit of ſuch things 
while in the mean time they loſe the bleſſing, & when all is done 
they have caught nothing to roſt for ſupper , but lie down 
hungry ; & beſides they goe to their bed [when they die] with- 
out acandle, for God ſaith tothem , Iſa: 5o: 21. Thu shall ye 
have at my hand, yeshalllie down in ſorrow : And truly this is as 
ill made a bed to lie upon , as one could wish; for he can- 
not fleep ſoundly nor reſt ſweetly who hath ſorrow for his 
pillow, Rouze , rouze up therefore your ſoul , & ſpier how 
Chriſt and your ſoul mer together : I am ſure they never got 
Chriit who were not once ſick at the yolk of the heart for him : 
too too many whole ſouls think they have met with Chriſt who 
had never a wearied night for the want of him 3; But alas, 
what richer are men that they dreamed the laſt night they had 
much gold , & when rhey awoke in the morning they found 
it was but a dream ? what are all the ſinners in the world in that 
dy when heaven & earth $shall goc up1n a flame of fire, buta 
number of beguiled dreamers? every one shall ſay of his hunt- 
ing & his conqueſt. Behold 1t was a dream , every man in that 
day will tell his dream. I beſeech you in the Lord Jeſus, beware, 
beware of unſound work in the matter of your ſalvation, ye may 
not , ye cannot, ye dow not want Chriſt; then after this day con- 
ren all your lovers before your ſoul, & give them theirleave , & 
firike hands with Chriſt , that there after there may be no happi- 
neſs to you but Chriſt , no hunting for any thing but Chriſt , no 
bed at night (when death cometh) but Chriſt ; Chriſt , Chriſt, 
who but Chriſt, I know this much of Chriſt, He is not i]l to 
be found , not Lordly of his love; woe had been my part of 
it for evermore, if Chriſt had made a dainty of himſelf ro me ; 
but God be thanked, I gave nothing for Chriſt, & now 'I 


| proteſt before men & Angels Chriſt cannot be exchanged, 


Chriſt cannot; be fold , Chriſt cannot be weighed : Where 
would Angels or all the world finde a ballance to weigh him 
n? All lavers blush when ye ſtand befide Chritt, woe _ 

24 
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All love but the love of Chriſt, Hunger, hunger for evermonſer 
be upon all heavens but Chriſt, Shame , shame for evermon{}oy 
be upon all glory but Chriſt's glory. I cry death, death upa 
all lifes bur the life of Chriſt, O what is it that holdeth us aſun. 
der! O that once we could have a fair meeting. Thus recom. 
mending Chriſt toyou, and you to him for evermore: I ret ma 
Grace be with you, & | 


Aberd. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Nithe 
| Feſua o S. R. for 


—_ 
LD — 


T JONET KENNEDY| 
Loving & Dear Siſter. (48) | the 


G Race , mercy and peace be unto you : I received yout ff by 
. letter: I know the f{avour of Chriſt in you (that the vir- Bry 
gins love to follow) cannot be blown away with winds either Þ| m 
from hell , or the evil ſmelled air of this polluted world; Sit Bf 
far aback from the walls of this peſt-houſe , even - the pol} 
Jutions of this defiling world. Keep your taſte , your love 
and hope in heayen , it's not good your love & your Lord 
Should be in two ſundry countreys. Up, up after your lover, 
that ye; & he may be together. A King from heaven hath 
ſent for you , by faith he sheweth you the new Jeruillem, 
& taketh you alongſt in the Spirit thorow all the eaſe-rooms , & 
dwelling-houſes in heaven , & ſaith, 4rheſe are thine , this pa- 
lace is for thee & Chriſt, & if ye onely had been the choſen of 
God, Chriſt would have built that one houſe for you and him- 
ſelf: Now, itis for you & many alſo: take with you in your 
journey what ye may carry with you , your conſcience, faith, ( 
hope , patience , meekneſs, goodneſs, brotherly kindneſs; for 
ſuch wares as theſe are of great price in the high & new countrey Bc 
whether ye goe: As for other things, that are but the worPd vanity ff, 
& trash ,. fince they are but the -houſe-lweepipgs , ye 5hall _ 
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beſt not to carry them with you, ye found them here,leave them 

"Monſhere , and let them keep the houſe. Your Sun is well turned , & 

rmonlow: be nigh your lodging againſt night, We goe, one & one,out 

upoaBefthis great market, till the rown be empty , & the two lodgings 

aſun-Heaven & Hell be filled: At length there will be nothing in 

:com-fthe earth but room walls & burnt ashkes , & therefore it is belt to 

I ref make away. Antichriſt & his Maſter are bufieto plenish Hell, 

& to ſeduce many; & Stars , great church-lights, are falling 

from heaven, & many are mifled & ſeduced & make up with 

ord their faith , & ſell their birth right, by their hungry hunting 

for, I know not what : Faſten your grips faſt upon Chriſt, T 

Treily eſteem him the beſt aught that I have: Heis my ſecond 

Bin priſon, having him , though my croſs were as heavie as ten 

mountains of iron , when he putteth his ſweet shoulder under 

þ me& it, my croſs 1s but a feather. I pleaſe my felf in the 

choice of Chriſt , he is my waile in heaven & earth , I rejoyce 

that he is in heayen before me , God ſend ajoyfull meeting; & 

in the mean time the traveller's charges for the way , I mean a 

YOUr Þ burden of Chriſt's love to {weeten the journey , & to encou- 

_VI- Brage a breathleſs runner, for when I loſe breath climbing up the 

ther Þ mountain , he maketh new breath. Now the very God 
: Sit Bofpeace eſtablish you to the day of his appearance 


love Aberd. Sept. 9. | Tours in his onely Lord 

-ord 1637, Teſus, S. R, 

wer, 

hath Þ —— - by DCSESTERCASIIR toes ra ES 
em, 

, & 

;pa- To MARGARET REID. 

n of Wy 
ws” My very Dear & worthy Siſter , (49) 


th, G Race, mercy, & peace beto you: Ye are truly blefied of 
the Lord , however a ſowre world gloom upon you, if ve 
ref ſeontinue in the faith , grounded & ſettled & be not moved away 
w tom the hope of the Goſpel. it is good, there is a heaven 

| & 


(110) 


& it is not a night dream or a fancy: It is a wonder that ma 
deny not that there is a heayen , as they deny there is a way toi; 
but of mens making ; You have learned of Chriſt that there is, 
heaven; contend for it, & contend for Chriſt ; bear well & ſuh, 
miſſively the hard croſs of this ſtep-mother world , that God wil 
not have to be yours, I confeſs, it is hard , & I would I wer 
able to eaſe you of your burthen ; But beleeve me ,. this world 
[ which the Lord will not have to be yours] is but the droſs , the 
refuſe & {cum of God's creation, the portion of the Lord'spog 
hired ſervants; the moveables, not the heritage; a hard bone 
caſten to the dogs holden out of the new Jeruſalem , whereupa 
they rather break their teeth then fſatishe their appetite : It j 
your fathers bleſſing , & Chriſt*s birth-right , rhar our Lordi 
keeping for you; & I perſwadeyou , your ſeed alſoshall inherit 
the earth (if that be good for them) for that is promiſed to then, 
& God's bond is as good and better then if men would giveeyey 
one of them a bond for thouſand thouſands. Ere ye was born, 
croſſes in number, meaſure & weight were written for you, & 
your Lord will lead you thorow them : make Chriſt ſure, & 
the bleſſings of the earth $hall be at Chrift*s back. I ſee may 
profeſſors for the fashion follow on, but they are profeſſors 
glas; I would cauſe a little knock of perſecution ding them in 
twenty pieces , & ſo the world should laugh at the sheards: 
Therefore make faſt work , ſee that Chriſt lay the ground-ſtone 
of your profeſſion , for wind & rain & ſpeats will not wash awy 
his building + his works have no shorter date then to ſtand for 
evermore. I should twenty times have perished in my afliction 
if I had not leaned my weak back & laid my prefling burthen 
both upon the ſtone , the foundation-ſtone , the corner-ſtone 
laidin Zion : & defire never to riſe of this ſtone. Now the ver 
God of peace confirm & eſtablish you unto the day of the bleſſed 


appearance of Chriſt Jeſus. God be with you. 
Aberd. Yours in his deareſt Lord 


Feſw, S. R. 


m_——_—_ 


Ul 
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To JAMES BAUTIE. 


Loving Brother. 


Race , mercy & peace be unto you : I received your 
letter & renders you thanks for the ſame; but I have not 
time to anſwer all the heads of it as the bearer can 'inform 
you. 1. Ye doe well to take your ſelf at the right ftot when 
ye wrong Chriſt by doubting & misbeleef , for this 1s to 
nick-name Chriſt & terme him a liar, which being ſpoken to 
our Prince would be hanging or heading , but Chriſt hangeth 
not alwayes for treaſon : It 1s good that he may regiſtrar a be- 
kevers bond a hundred times, & more then ſeventy times a day 
have law againſt us, & yet he ſpareth us as a man aoeth his ſon 
that ſerveth him:No tender hearted mother who may have law to 
kill her ſucking childe , would put in execution that law; 2. For 
your failings even when ye havea ſettryit with Chriſt & when 
ehave a fair ſeen advantage by keeping your appointment with 
= & Salvation cometh to the very paſling of the ſeals; I 
would ſay two things. I. Concluded & ealed Salvation may 
goe through & be ended, ſuppole ye write your name to the taile 
of the Covenant with ink that can hardly be read ; Neither 


. B think I ever any man's Salvation paſſed the ſeals , but there was 


an odde trick orſlipinleſs or more, upon the ſouls part , who 
is infeſted in heaven: In the moſt grave & ſerious work of our 
Salvation , I think Chriſt had ever good cauſe to laugh at our 
fillineſs , & to put on us his merits, that we might bear weight, 
2, It is aſweet law of the new Covenant , & apriviledge of the 
new burgh, that the citizens pay according to their means, for 
the new covenant ſaith not ſo much obeatence by ounce weights , 
& no leſs under the pain of damnation: Chriſt taketh as poor 
men may give , Where there 1s a mean portion, he1s content 
with the leſs; if there be ſincerity : broken ſummes & little 
teckleſs obedience will be pardoned , & hold the foot with him : 
know ye not that our kindly Lord retaineth his good old heart 
yet? He breaketh nota bruiſed reed nor quencheth the ſmoak- 
lng fax: but if the wind blow,he holdeth his hands about,it till - 
riſe 
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riſe to a flame. The law cometh on with three Oyes*s ; withno! 


all the heart : with all the ſoul, & with all the whole ſtrength; 


"Re 


& where would poor folks like you & me furnish all theſsſſut 


ſummes? it feareth me, (nay itis moſt certain) that if the pay, 
ment were to come out of our purſe , when we should pnt our 
hand in our bag , we would bring out the wind or worſe 
But the new Covenant ſeeketh not heap mete nor ſtented obs 
dience as the condition of it, becauſe forgiveneſs hath alwayg 
_ Hence I draw this concluſion 2: To think matter 


etwixt Chriſt & us goe back for want of heaped meaſure, i; all 


a piece of old Adam's pride , who would either be at legal pay- 
ment or nothing - We would ſtill have God in our common 
& buy his kindneſs with our merits;for beggerly pride isDevill's 
honeit , & blusheth to be in Chriſt's common , & ſcarce giveth 
God a grammercy & a lifted cap [ except it be the Phariſee”s un. 
lucky God I thank thee ] or a bowed knee to Chriſt ; it will 
onely give a good-day for a good-day again; & if he diflemble 
his kindneſs as, it were in jeſt & ſeem to misken 1t , itin earneſt 
ſpurneth with the heels& ſnuffeth in the wind,& careth not much 
for Chriſt's kindneſs: If he will-not be friends ler him goe, 
ſaith pride, beware of this theife , when Chriſt offereth him- 
ſelf. 3. No marvell then of whiſperings, whether you be 
in the covenaut or not? For Pride it maketh looſe work of 
the Covenant of Grace, & will not let Chriſt be full bargain- 


maker. | To ſpeak to you particularly & shortly. 1. All the Þ 


truly regenerated cannot determinatly tell you the meaſure 
of their dejefions, becauſe Chriſt be ginneth young with many 
&ſtealeth into their heart ere they wit of themſelves & becameth 
homely with them with little din, or noiſe. I grant, many 
are blinded in rgjoycing in 4 good-cheap converfion , that ne 
ver coſt them a' fick night; Chriſt's phyſick wrought in a 


dream upon them : But for that, 1 would ſay; if other markes N* 


be found that Chrift is indeed come in , never make a plea with 


him becauſe he will not anſwer , Lord Teſs how cameſt thin F% 


in ? whether in at acor or window ? Make him welcome fincc 


þeis come, The wind bloweth where it liſteth; all the world's $6 


wit cannot perfectly render a reaſon , why the wind should bez 
moneth 
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wit moneth in the caſt, ſix weeks poſſibly in the weſt : & the ſpace - 
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nely of an afternoon in the ſouth or north: Ye will not finde 
ut all the nicks & ſteps of ChrifPs way with a ſoul doe what 
ſe can 3 for ſometimes he will come in ſtepping ſoftly, like 
ne walking beſide a {leeping perſon & lip to the door, & let 
none know he was there. 2. Ye objec, the truly regenerat 
could love God for himliclf: & ye fear that ye love him mere 
for his benefits (as incitemients & motives to love him) then for 
imſelf. I Anſwer, to love God for himſelf as the laſt end, & 
alſo tor his benefits as incitements & motives to love him , may 
ſand well together, as a ſon loveth his mother becauſe $he 1s 
us mother , howbeir she be poor, & he loveth her for an apple 
ao: I hope ye will not ſay that benetits are the onely reaton 
& bottom of your love ; ſecemeth-there is a better foundation 
grit: Alwayes if a hole be in it, ſow it up shortly. 3. Ye 
fel not ſach mourning in Chriſt's abſence as ye would; I An- 
ſer, that the regenerat mourn atall times, & all in alike mea- 
ure for his abſence , I deny : There are different degrees 
of mourning leſs or more, as they have leſs or more love to him 
& leſs or more ſenſe of his abſence : But, 1. Some they 
muſt have. 2. Sometimes they mrſs not the Lord , & then 
they cannot mourn, howbeit it 1s not long ſo: At leaſt it is not 
awayes ſo. 3. Ye challenge your ſelf that ſome truthes finde 
more credit with you then af Kee Ye doe well, for God is 
true in the leaſt as well as in the greateſt, & he muſt beſo to 
you: Ye muſt not call him true tn the one page of the leaf; & 
falſe in the other, for our Lord in all his writttngs never contra- 


licted himſelf yet , although the beſt of the regenerat have: 


Wpped here, al wayes labour ye to hold your feet. 4. Com- 


paring the eſtate of one truly regenerat | whoſe heart is a tem- 
ple to the Holy Ghoſt] & yours [which tis full of uncleanneſ(s 
« corruption] ye ſtand dumb & diſcouraged & dare not ſume- 
ines call Chritt heartſomely your own. I Anſwer, the beſt 
egenerat haye their defilements & {if I may ſpeak {} their 
iraff-poke that will clog behinde thenr all their dayes, & wash 
& they will , there will be filth in their boſom : Bur let not- 
Ws put you from the well, 2. I Anſwer ,_ albeit there be ſome. 
os H QUnce 


| 
' 
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Ounce weights of carnality & ſome ſquint look ; or eyeinoy 
Neck to an idol, yet lovein it's own meaſure may be ſound ; for 
glory muſt purifie & perfect our love , it will never till then 
be abſolutly pure: yet if the idol reign & have the yolk of the 
heart & the keyes of the houſe , & Chriſt onely be made 
underling to run errands, all is not right; therefore examine 
well. 3. Thereis a twofold diſcouragement : one of unbeleefty 
couclude & make doubting the concluſion for a mote in your 
eye, &aby-look to an idoll, this is ill. There is another diſco 
ragement of ſorrow for ſin , when ye finde a by-look to ar 
idol: this is good & a matter of thankſgiving , therefore exz- 
mine here alſo, 5. The aflurance of Jelus's love ye ſay woull 
be the moſt comfortable newes that ever ye heard , Anſ. That 
may ſtop twenty holes, & looſc many objefions: That loye 
hath telling m it I trow. Oh that ye knew & felt it as I hare 
done ! I wish'ye a share of my feaſt ; ſweet , ſweet hath it 
been to me : If my Lord had not given me his loye , [ 
would have fallen thorow the cauſey of Aberdeen ere now: 
- But for you, hing on, your feaſt is not far off, ye hall be fil 
led ere ye goe, there is as much in our Lord's pantry as wil 
fatisfie all his bairns , & as much wine in his cellar as will quench 
all their thirſt : hunger on, for there is meat in hunger for 
Chriſt: Goe never from him , but fash him [ who yet 1splea{ 
ed with the 1mportunity of hungry ſouls] with a dish-fulld 
hungry deſires till he fill it; & if he delay, yet come notye 
away , albeit ye should fall a ſwoon at his ſeet. 7. Yecrar: 
my minde, whether ſound comfort, may be found in prayer, 
when conviction of a known idol 1s preſent. I anſwer , at 
idol as an idol can not ftand with ſound comfort ; for thi 
comfort that is gotten at Dagon's feet is a cheat or blea-flumme; 
yet ſound comfort & con vidction of an eye to an idol, may 
well dwell together , as tears & joy : But let this doe you 
no ill, I ſpeak it for your encouragement, that ye may make 
the beſt out of your joyes ye. can , albeit ye finde them mix 


ed with motes. 2. Sole conviction , if alone without 1 


morſe and grief, is not enough , therefore lend it a tat 


if ye dow win at it, 7. Ye queſtion , when ye win t0 


(115) 


more feryency ſometimes with your neighbour in prayer then 
your alone , whether hypocrifte bein it, or not? Ianiwer, if 
this be alwayes, no queſtion a ſpice of hypocrifie is in it, which 
ould be taken heed to; but poſiibly deſertion may be in pri- 
nat, & preſence in publike, & then the caſe is clear, 2, A 
fit of applauſe may occafion by accident a rubbing of a cold 
heart & ſo heat & life may come, but it 1s not the proper cauſe 
of that heat : hence God of his free grace will ride his errands 
upon our ſtinking corruption , but corruption 1s but a meer 
occaſion & accident ; as the playing on a pipe removed anger 


- from the prophet & made him fiiter to propheſie: 2. King. 3 : 
7. 15, 8. Ye complain of Chriſt's short viſits, that he will 


not bear you company one night , but when ye lie down warm 
x night, ye riſe cold at morning, .4»ſ. I cannot blame you 
ſnor any other who knoweth that ſweet guelt | to bemoan his 
withdrawings , & to be moſt deſirous of his abode & company z 
for he would captivat & engage the atteftion of any creature 


tht faw his face: ſince he louked 'on me & gave me a ſight of 


-Ebis fair love, he gained my heart wholly, & got away with it : 


Well, well may he brook it, he shall keep it long ere fetch it 
from him. Burt 1shall tell you what ye shall doe: treat him well , 
zivehim the chair & the board- head , & make him welcome to 


«fithe mean portion ye have; a good ſupper & kind entertain- 


ment maketh the gueſt loye the innes the better + Yet ſome- 
times Chriſt hath an errand elſewhere , for meer trial, & then 
though ye give him king's-chear he will away ; as is clear in de= 
ſrtions for meer trial, & not for ſin. 9. Ye ſeek the diffe- 
rence betwixt the motions of the Spirit in their leaſt meaſure , 
& the narural joyes of your own heart. 4nſ. as a man can tell 
ihe joy & delight in his wife,as his wite,or if he delight & joy in 
her for ſatisfaction of his luſt , but hating her perſon , & ſo loving 
ber for her her flesh & not grieving when il] befalleth her:ſo will 
2 man's joy in God ,-and his whorish naturall joy be diſcover- 


Fed, if he ſorrow for any thing that may offend that Lord, 


It will ſpeak the ſingleneſs of his love to him. 10. Ye aske the 
reaſon why ſence overcometh faith Anſ; becauſe ſenſe is more 
laturall, & neer of kin to.our own ſelfisch & ſoft nature, Ye 

| H 2 aske 
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aske , if faith in that caſe be found? Anſ': Ifit be chaſed awy, 
it is neither ſound nor unſound , becauſe it is not faith; by 
it might be & was faith beſore ſenſe did blow out the aGt of he. 
leeving. Laſtly, ye aske what to doe when promiſes are bon 
in upon you, & ſenſe of impenitency for ſins of youth, hindereth 
application. 1 anſwer ; ifitbe living ſenſe, it may ſtand with 
application , & in this caſe , put to your hand & eat your metir 
God's name; iffalſe, ſo that the fins of youth are not repentd 
of, then as faith & impenitency cannot ſtand together, ſo neithe 
that ſenſe & application can conſiſt. Brother , excuſe my brevity, 
for time ſtraitneth me , that I get not my minde ſaid in thele 
things , but mult refer that to a new occaſion , if God offerit, 
Brother , Pray for me. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Tours in his deareſt Lind 


"O— —_—— wand. 


10 JEN S&DUART: 
Proveſt of Ayr , now in 1reland. 


Much honoured Sir. (51) 


Race , mercy & peace be unto you : I long to hear fron 
.»- you , being now removed from my flock & the priſone 
of Chriſt at Aberd; I would not have you to think ir ſtrang 
that your journey to New-England hath gotten ſuch a dash: | 
indeed hath made my heart heavie, yet [ know it is no dumb 
providence buta ſpeaking one, whereby our Lord ſpeaketh hi 
minde to you , though for the preſent ye doe not well under 
Rand what he ſaith, however it be , he who ſitteth upon the 
floods hath showen you his marvellous kindneſs in the gret 
depths: I know your loſs 1s great & your hope is gone far aguinll 
you - But [ entreat you, Sir, expound aright our Lord's layin, 
av hinderance in the way: I perſwade my {elf your heart aimeth 
at the footſteps of the flock , to fecd belide the shepherds tents, 
| & {0 
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{ to dwell beſide him whom your foul loveth , & that it is your 
defireto remain in the wilderneſs where the woman is kept from 
the Dragon, & this being yonr defire , remember that a poor 
priſones, of Chriſt ſaid itto you , that . That muſcarried journey 
is with childe to you of mercy © conſolggion : and shall bring forths 
fair hirth , and the Lord shall be 1.1awifatothe birth : wait on , 
he that beleeveth makerh not haſte, Iſa: 28, 16. I hope ye 
have been asking what theLord meaneth & what turther may be 
his will in reference to your return : my dear Brother , let God 
make of you what he will, he will end all with conſolation , 
& shall make glory out of your ſufferings, & would ye wisk. 
better work, this water was in your way to heaven & written 
1n your Lord*s book , ye behooved to croſs it : & therefore kifſe 
his wiſe & unerring providence: Let not the cenſures of men , 
who ſee but the out tide of things | & ſcarce well thatJabate your 
courage & rejoycing in the Lord , howbcit your faith ſecth but 
the black ſide of providence , yet it harh a better {ide , & God 
chall let you ſee it. Learn to beleeve Chriit better then his 
ſtrokes, himſelf & his promiſes better then his gloomes , dash- 
& & diſappointments , are not Canonick ſcripture ; fighting 
torthe promiſed land, ſeemed to cry to God's promile, thoulyeſt, If 
our Lord ride upon a ſtraw , his horſe shall neither ſtumblenor 
fall, Rom, 8, 28. Forwe know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God , Ergo ship wrak, loſles &c : work to- 
either for the good of them that love God : Hence I inferre 
that loſſes , diſappointments , ill tongues, lofle of friends , 
houſes or countrey , are God's work men ſet on work , to work 
out good to you out of every thing thar befalleth you , let 
not the Lord's dealing ſeem harsh , rough , or untfatherly , 
dcauſe it is unpleaſant ; when the Lord's bleſſed will bloweth 
crols your defires , it is beſt in humility to ftrike faile ro 


tim , and to be willing to be led any way our Lord pleaſeth:it is2 . 


point of deniall of your ſelf, to be as if ye had not a wi, but had 
made a free diſpoſition of it to God & had fold itoyer to him ; 
& to make uſe of his will for your own , is both true holineſs & 
ſour eaſe & peace; ye know not what the Lord is working out of 
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this, but ye shall know it hereafter & what I write to you! 
write to your wife , I compaſſionat her caſe; bur intreat her nott 
fear or faint , this journey is a part of her wilderneſs to heaye 
& the promiſed land , and there are fewer miles behinde, itj 
nceret the dawning of the day to her , then when she wen 
out of Scotland: 1 would be glad to hear that ye & she hay 
comfort & courage in the Lord. Now as concerning our 
Kirk : Our Service-book 1s ordained by open em & 
ſound of trumpet to be read in all the Kirks of this Kingdom: 
Our Prelats are to meet this moneth for It & our Canons , & fort 
Recon:iliation betwixt us & the Lutherians, The Profeſlors of 
Aberden-Univerſitie are charged to draw up the Articles of an 
Uniform Confeſſion: But Reconciliation with Popery 1s intend. 
ed; this is the day of Jacob's Viſitation , the wayes of Tio 
mourn, our gold is become dim , the ſun 15 gone down upa 
our Prophets, a dry wind , but neither to fan nor to cleanſeis 

coming _upon this land & all our 11] 1s coming from the mul 
. tiplied tranſgreſſions of this land and from the friends & loyer 
of Babel amongit us, Jer: 31:35, The wiolence done to me < 
my flech be upon thee Babylon shall the inhabitants of Z1on ſay 
my blond upon rhe inhabitants of Caldes shall Feruſalem fa, 
Now for my ſelf, T was three dayes before the High Comiſſun, 
& accuſed of treaſon preached againſt our King : A Miniſter 


being witneſs went well nigh tro {wear it : God hath fayd * 


me from their malice. I. They have deprived me of my 
Miniſtery. 2. Silenced me , that I excerciſe no part of the 
Miniſteriall funttion within this Kingdom , under the pain 
of Rebellion, 3. Confined my perſon within the town 
Aberden, where I finde the Miniſters working for my confine 
ment in Caithnefſ+ or Orknay tar from them ; becauſe ſome 
people here (willing to be edified) reſort to me. At my fit 
entry I had heavie challenges within me , & a court fenc- 
ed [ but I hope not in Chriſt's name] wherein it was aſſerted 
that my Lord would have no more of my ſervice & was tired d 
me: And like a fool I ſummoned Chriſt alſo for unkindnels, 


my ſoul ſainted & I reſuſed comfort & ſaid , what ailed Chriſta G 


me, for I deſired to be faithfull in his houſe? thus in my _ 
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 miſtakings my Lord Jeſus beſtowed mercy on me , whoam 
leſs then the leaſt of all faints. I lay upon the duſt & bought a 
lea from Satan againſt Chriſt, & he was content to ſell it, but 
i length Chriſt did show himlelf friends with me & 1n mercy 
ardoned & paſt my part of it , & onely complained , that a court 
chould be holden in his bounds without his own allowance; now 
Ipaſſe from my compearance , & as if Chriſt had done the fault 
he hath made the mends & returned to my ioul ; 1ſo that now hig 


; poor priſoner feedeth on the feaſts of love : my adverſaries know 


not what a courtier I am now with my Royall King , for whoſe 
crown I now ſuffer it is but our ſoft & lazic flesh that hath raiſed 
an ill report of the croſs of Chriſt. O ſweet, {weet is his yoke ! 
Chriſt's chains are of pure gold , ſufferings for him are perfumed; 
I would not give my weeping for the laughing of all the four- 
teen Prelats , I would not exchange my ſadneſs with the world's 
joy. O lovely , lovely Jeſus , how ſweet muit thy kiſſes be 
when they croſs ſmelleth 1 ſweetly ! O if all the three Kingdoms 
had part of my love-fcaſts , & ofthe comforts of a dated priſoner, 
Dear Brother T charge you to praiſe for me & ſeek help of our 
acquaintance there , to help me to praiſe : Why should I ſmother 
Chriſt's honeſty to me; my heart is taken up with this , that 


my filence and ſufferings may preach : I beſeech you in the 


bowels of Chriſt to help me to praiſe: Remember my love in 


Chriſt to your wife, to Mr, Blair , & Mr, Livingſton , & My, Cu- 


ninghame , let me hear from you for I am anxious what to doe 2 
If I fawa call tor New-England , 1 would follow it. Grace be 
with you, | 

Aberd. 1637. Yours in our Lord Feſus, S.R. 


Ae 


Proveſt of Ayr. 
Much honoured & Deareſt in Chriſt, (52) 


Race , mercy & peace from God our father & from our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt be upon you : I expeted the comfort 
| H' 4 of 
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of alctter to a priſoner from you ere now. I am here, Sir,putting 
off a parr of my inch of time , & when I awake firſt in the mor. 
ing | which 1s alwayes with great heavineſs & ſadneſs | this 
queſtion is brought to my minde, Am I ſerving Godor not? 
Not that I doubr of the truth of this honourable cauſe wherein 
T am engaged , [| I dare venture in to eternity & before my judge 
that I now ſuffer for the truth: becaufe that I cannor endure that 
my 'Mafter who 1s a tree-born King , should pay tribute to any 
of the shields or pot-sheards of the earth : Oh that I could hol 
the crown upon my Princely King's head with my ſinfull arm, 
howbeit it should be ſtroke from me in that ſervice from the 
shoulder blade ] but-my cloſed mouth, my dumb Sabbaths, 
the memory of my communion with Chriſt, in many fair , fair 
daycs in 4Anworth { whereas now my maſter getteth no ſervicedf 
my tongue asthen] hath almoſt broken my faith in two halve; 
yetin my deepeſt apprehenſions of his anger 1 ſeethorow a cloud 
that I am wrong, & he 1n love to my ſoul hath taken up the 
controverlie betwixt faith & apprehenfions , .and a decret is 
paſt on Chriſt's fide of it, & I ſubſcribe the decret , The Lord 
1s equal in his wayes, but my guiltineſs often overmaſtereth 
my belecving , I have not been well known , for except asto 
open out. breakings I want nothing of what Judas & Cain had; 


onely he hath been pleaſed to prevent me in mercy & tocal 
me 1nto a fever of lovefor himſelf, & his abſence maketh my | 


fever moſt painfull, & beſide, he hath viſited my ſoul & water: 


ed it with his comforts , but yet [ have not what I would , the} 


want of reall and felt poſlefſion is my onely death , I know 


Ckrift pitieth me in this. The great men my friends thar did 


for me, are dried up like winter brooks of water : All ſay, no deal. 
ing for that man , hw beſt will be , no be gone out of the Kingdom : (ol 
ſee they tire of me, but beleeve me I am moſt gladly content 
that Chriſt breaketh all my idols in pieces: it hath puta new 
edge upon my blunted love to Chriſt , I ſee he 1s Jealous of my 
love, & Will have all tohimſelf. In a word theſe ſix things art 
my burden, 1. I am; notinthe vineyard as othersare, it ma) 
be becauſe Chr:ſt thinketh me a withered tree not worthy it 
room , but God forbid. 2, Woe , woe, woe .is- coming 
ppol 
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upon my harlot-mother this Apoſtat-kirk, the time is coming 
when we shall wish for doves wings to flee and hide us , Oh for 
the deſolation of this land. 3. I fee my dear maſter Chriſt going 


) Bhis alone [as it were] mourning in ſackloth , his fainting friends 


fear thar King Jeſus 5hall loſe the field , but he muſt carry the 
day. 4. My guiltineſs ,and the fins of my youth are come vu 

oainſt me, and they would come in thepleain my ſufferings, 
z5 deſerving cauſes in God's juſtice; but I pray God for Chriſt's 
fake he never give them that room , woe's me that I cannot ger 
my Royall , dreadfull , mighty & glorious Prince of the Kings 
ofthe earth ſet on high. Sir, ye may help me & pity mein this , 
2nd bow your knee & bleſfe his name, & delire others to doe it, 
that he hath been pleaſed in my ſufferings to make Atheiſts, Pa. 
piſts, & enemies about me , ſay , It is like God is with this pi- 
ſer. Let hell & the powers of hell | I carenot] be let looſe 
zpainſt me to doe their worſt , ſo being Chriſt & my Father, & 
his Father be magnified in my ſufferings. 6: Chriſt's love hath 
pained me , for howbeit his preſence hath shamed me and 
drowned me in debt , yet he often goeth away when my loye to 
him is burning , he ſeemeth ro look like a proud wooer who will 
not look upon a poor match who is dying of love, I will not ſay 
he is lordly, but I know he is wiſe in hiding himſelf from a 


| childe & a fool , who maketh an idol & a God of one of Chriſt's 


kiſſes, which is Idolatry : I fear I adore his comforts more then 
himſelf, and thar I loye the apples of life better then the tree of 


| life, Sir writetome. Commend me to your wife, mercy be 


herportion. Grace be with you, 


Aberd, 1637. Tours in his deareſt Lord 
Feſua , S.R. 


(122) 
To JOHN STUART. 
Proveſt of Ayr. 


Worthy and de arly beloved inour Lord, [53] 


Race, mercy & peace be to you : I was refreshed & com. 
forted with your letter : what I wrote to you for you 
comfort, I doe not remember , but I beleeve love will pros 
pheſie home-ward as it would have it. I wish I could belpya 
to praiſe his great and holy name, who keepeth the feet of hi 
ſaints, & hath numbred all your goings. I know our dear 
Lord will pardon & paſſe by our honeſt errours & miſtakes when 
we minde his honour, yet I know none of you have ſeen the 
other half & rhe hidden ſide of your wonderfull return hometo 
us again, I am confident ye shall yet fay that God's merg 
blew your failes back to Ireland again. Worthy & dear Sir, 
I cannot but give you an account of my preſent ſtate , that ye 
may goe an errand for me, to my high & royall maſter , < 
whom I boaſt all the day. Iam as proud of his love , [nay,1|i 
bleſle my ſelf & boaſt more of my preſent lot ] as any poor man 
can be of an earthly Kings court , or of a Kingdom. Firſt 1 
am very often turning both the ſides*of my croſs, eſpecially 
my dumb & filent Sabbaths , not becauſe I deſire to finde a crook | 
or defect in my Lord's love , bnt be cauſe love is ſick with phan- þf j 
dies, & fears, whether or not the Lord hath a proceſſelead- 
ing againſt my guiltineſs , that I have not yet well ſeen: | 
know not, my defire tis to ride fair, & not to ſpark dirt [if 
with reverence of him I may be permitted to make uſe of ſuch 
a word |] in the faccof my onely , onely welbeloved; but fear 
of guiltineſs , is a tale-bearer betwixt me & Chriſt, & is ſtill whiſ- 
pering ill tales of my Lord , to weaken my faith , I had rather: 
cloud went over my comforts by theſe meſſages, then that my 
faith should be hurt , for iſ my Lord get no wrong by me, verily 
I defire grace not tv care what become of me. I deſire to give 
no faith, nor credit to my ſorrow, that can make alye of mybell 
friend Chriſt, Woe, woe be to them all who ſpeak ill of Chriſt 
Hence 
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ence theſe thoughts awake with me in the morning & goe 
to bed with me. Oh what ſervicecan a dumb body doe in Chriſt's 
jouſe! Oh I think the word of God is impriſoned alſo ! Oh 
lam a dry tree ! Alas I can neither plant, nor water ! Oh 
ifmy Lord would make but dung of me, totatten, and make 
fertile his own corn-ridges in mount Sion ! Oh if I might 


«but ſpeak to three or four herd-boyes of my worthy maſter, I 


would be ſatisfied to be the meaneſt and moſt ob ſcure of all the 
Pftors in this land, & to live in any place , in any of Chriſt's 
haſeſt out-houſes ; bur he ſaith , Sirra, 1 will not ſend you, I hawe ng 
wands for you there away : My deſire to ſerve him 1s fick of jea- 
buſie leſt he be unwilling to employ me. Secondly, this is 
fconded with another , Oh all that I haye done in Anwoth, the 
fir work that my Maſter began there, is like a bird dying in the 
hell! & what will I then have to show of all my labourin 
the day of my compearance before him , when the Maſter of the 
vineyard calleth the labourers, & giveth them their hire, 
Thirdly, but truly when Chriſt's {weet wind is 1n the right airth, 
I repent, & I pray Chrift to take law-borrows of my quarrel- 
ous & unbeleeving ſadneſs & ſorrow [| Lord rebuke them that 
putill betwixt a poor ſeryant like me, & his good maſter] then [ 
lay whether the black croſs will or not.I muſt climb, hands &tzet 
uptomy Lord. Iam nowruing from my heart , thatI pleaſure 


| the law | my old dead husband 7 ſo far as to apprehend wrath 


in my ſweet Lord Jeſus, I had far rather take an hire to plead 
for the grace of God , for Ithink my {elf ChriQt's ſworn debter, 
& the truth is to ſpeak of my Lord what I cannot deny , I am 
over head & ears drowned in many obligations to his love & 
mercy , he handleth me ſometimes ſo, that Iam ashamed al- 
moſt to ſeek more for a four-hours , but tolive content till the 
marriage-ſupper of the Lamb with that which he giverh ; but I 
know not how greedy & how ill to pleaſe love is, for either my 
Lord Jeſus hath taught meill manners, not to be content of 2 
ſeat except my head lie in his boſom , & except I be fed with 
thefatteſt of his houſe, or elſe I am grown impatiently dainty & 
il to pleaſe, as if Chriſt were obliged under this croſs to doe no 
ther thing but bear me in his armes, & asif I had claim by 
ment 
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merit for my ſuffering for him : But I wish he would pin 
me grace to learn to goe on my own feet , & to learn to want hy 
comforts, & fo give thanks & beleeve, when the ſun is noti 
my firmament, & when my welbeloved is trom home & gone 
another errand. O what ſweet peacc have , when I finde Chriſ 
holdeth &I draw,when I climb up& he shutteth me down,whe 


I grip him & embrace him,& he ſcemeth to looſe the grips & fleſ 


away from mc: I think there even is a ſweet joy of faiths 


contentecineſs & peace in his very tempting unkindnelſs, becau( 


my fairh faith, Chriſt is nor in {4d earneſt with me , but tryin 
xf I can bekinde to his mask & cloud that covereth him , aſwell 


as to his fair face; I bleſs his great name that I love his vail thy 


gocth over his face while God ſend better: for faith can kif 


Gods tempting reproaches , when he nicknameth a ſinner , ady, 
net worthy to eat viead withthe bairns , TIthink it an honour thit 
Chriſt miſcalleth me & reproacheth me: I will take that welld 
him. howbeit I would not bear it well if another would be thx 
homely ; but becauſe I am his own [ God be thanked] he my 
uſe me as hepleaterh: I maſt fay , rhe ſaints have a tweet lik 
betwixt them & Chriſt, there 1s much ſweet ſolace of loye be. 
tewixt him& them,when he feedeth among thelilies& comethig 
to his garden & maketh a feaſt of honey combs , & drinketh hi 


wine & his mils, &cryeth , Ear O friexds, drink, beye drunk 
ex Q wolbelaved, One hour of this labour is worth a ship-f 


full of world's dranken & muddy joy : nay even the gate of hee 
ven isthe ſunny tide of the brac & the very garden of the world; 


for the men of this world have their own un chriſtned & pro- þ 


fane croſſes & woe be to them & their curſed croſſes both ; tor 
their ilis are falted with Gods vengeance, & our ils ſeaſoned 
with our fathers blefling : So they are no fools who chooſe 
Chriſt & {cl all things for him; it is no bairns market nor a blinde 
block, we know well what we get & what we give. Now for anſ 


. . reſolution to goe toany otherKingdom, Idare not ſpeak one word 


my hopes of enlargement are cold , my hopes of re-entry tomy 
Maſter's i]l dreſſed , vine-yard again are far colder : I have no ſeat 
for my faith to ſir on but bare omnipotency , & Gods holy arm 
good will, hereI deſire to ſtay& ride at anchor&winter may 
En 
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ſend fair weather again , & be pleaſed to take home to his houſe 
"Bmy harlot-mother : Oh if her husband would be that kind as 
. Ftogoe & fetch her out of the brothel- houſe & chaſe her lovers to 

the hills, but there will be ſad dayes ere it come to that. Re- 
member my bonds. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637, Tours in our Lord Feſtd » 

Se | 

ithzK—— - - — 

cauleÞ T; h TP'D h- 

yin | 0 the Lady DUST. 

. Well 

qe MISTRESS. (54) 

1 kik 


A Lthough not acquaint , yet becauſe we are father's chile 
| dren I thought good to write unto you : howbeit my firſt 
ell of diſcourſe & communing with you of Chriſt, be in paper; yet L 
have cauſe ſince I came hither to have no paper thoughts of him; 
forin my {ad dayes he is becomerhe lower of my joyes , & I bur 
liehere , living upon his love ; but cannot get { much of it as 
fain [ would have, not becauſe Chriſt's love 1s Lordly & looketn 
hin | 9? high; but becauſe I have a narrow veſle] to receive his love; 
& I look too low : But I give under my own hand-write to 
"Þ you a teſtimonial of Chriſt & his croſs, that they are a ſweet 
hin, | Ouple , & that Chriſt hath never yet been fer in his own due 
al chair of honour among us all, Oh, I know nut where to ſet 
him! O for a high ſeat to that royal princely one! O that my 


l, 
" | poor withered ſoul had once a running-over flood of that love, 
ge to put ſap in my dry root, & that , that flood would ſpring 
neq | out to the tongue and pen , to utter great things to rhe 
of | gh & due commendations of ſuch a fair one ! O holy , holy, 
nd | Joly one! Alas there are roo many dumb tongues in the 
any world , and dry hearts , ſeeing there is employment in 
ors | cbriſt for them all, andten thoutand worlds of men & Angels 
my moe, to ſer on high & exalt the greateſt Prince of the Kings 
(| * theearth Woe's me that bits of living clay dare come out to 
1% | 53h hard heads wita him, & that my unkind mother, this 


-of | carlot-Kirk,, hath given hes ſweet half- marrow ſuch a meeting: 
| | for 
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for this land hath given up with Chriſt, & the Lord ts cutting 
' Scotland in two halves, and {ending the worſt half, the harlg. 
ſiſter , over to Rome's brothel-houſe 3. to get her fill of Egypt 
love. I would my ſufferings [nay , ſuppoſe I were burnt quick 
to ashes] might buy an agreement betwixt his faireſt & ſweeteſt 
love , & his gaddy lewd wife : Fain would I give Chriſt his wel. 
come home to Scotland again , if he would return, 'Thisis; 
black day, a day of clouds & darkneſs, for the roof-tree of my 
Lord Jeſus his fair temple is fallen , and Chriſts back is towards 
Scotland. O thrice bleſſed are they who would hold Chriſt with 
their tears & prayers ! I know ye will help to deal with him, 
for he shall return again to this land; the next day shall be Chriſt's, 
& there shall be a fair green young garden for Chriſt in this land, 
& God's ſummer-dew shall lie on it all the night, & weshall 
fing again our new marriage-ſong to our Bridegroom , con- 
cerning his vineyard ; but who knoweth whether we $hall live 
& ſee it? I hear the Lord hath taken pains to aflit and dreſs you 
as a fruithfull vine for himſelf , grow & be green , & caſt out 
your branches & bring forth fruit : fat and green & fruittull may 
ye be in thetrue and {appy root. Grace , grace , free grace be 
your portion, Remember my bonds with prayers & praiſes. 
Aberd. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord Feſua , S.R, 


> I IG TEST a ———————— 


TD NINIAN MURE. 


Loving friend, (55) 
Received your yetter: I intreat you now in the morning of 

|| your life , ſeek the Lord & his face : Beware of the folliesf 
dangerous youth , a perillous time for your ſoul : Love not 
the world, keep faith & truth with all men in your covenants 
& bargains: Walk with God, for he ſeeth you: Doe nothing 
but that which ye may & would doe if your eye-ſtrings were 
breaking , & your breath growing cold. Ye heard the truth 
of God from me , my dear heart ; follow it & torſake it not: 
prize 
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rize Chriſt & ſalvation above all the world ; To live after the 
puiſe & courſe of the reſt of the world , will not bring youto 
heaven : Without faith in Chriſt & repentance , ye cannot ſee 
God: take pains for ſalvation : preſs forward toward the mark 
o the prize of the high calling : It ye watch not againſtevils, 
night & day which beſet you , ye will come behinde : Beware 


of lying , ſwearing, uncleanneſs & the reſt of the works of 


the flesh : becauſe for theſe things the wrath of God cometh 
won the children of diſobedience; how ſweet ſoever they may 
kem for the preſent , yet the end of theſe courſes is the eternall 
wrath of God & utter darkneſs, where there is wzeping & gnash« 
ng of teeth, Grace with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Tour Loving Paſtor. S,R. 


To Mr THOMAS GARVEN. 


Reverend & Dear Brother. (F6) 


Rrace , mercy & peace be unto you: I am ſorry 
that what joy & ſorrow drew from my impriſoned 
oo my love-fits, hath made you & many of God's children 
leeve, that there is ſomething in a broken reed the like of me , 
except that Chriſt's grace hath bought ſuch a ſold body, I 
know not what elſe any may think of me, expe& from me: 


| my ſtock is leſs [my Lord knoweth I ſpeak truth] then many 


beleeve: my empty ſounds have promiſed too much : I would 
be glad to lie under Chris feet , & keep & reccive off-fal- 


lings or the old pieces of any grace that fall from his ſweet 


fingers to forlorn {inners: Tlie often unc outh-like , looking in at 
the King's windowes: ſurely I am unworthy of a ſeat in the 
King's hall-floor: I but often look a far off, both feared and 
framed like to that faireſt face, fearing he bid melook away 
from him : my guiltineſs riſeth up upon me & I have no anſwer 
for it : I offered my tongue to Chriſt & my pains in his houſe, 
& what know I what it meaneth when Chriſt will not receive 
my poor propine ; when loye will not take > we expone, it will 

- EE, : neither , 
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neither take nor give, borrow nor lend. Yet Chriſt hath & 
nother ſea- compaſs he ſaileth by , then my short & raw thoughts 
Ileave his part of it to himſelf, I dare not expound his dealin 
as ſorrow & misbelief often dictateth to me :; I lvok often with 
bleared and blinde eyes to my Lords croſs, & when I lookts 
the wrong-fide of his croſs, I know I miſs a ſtep & flide : ſure. 
Iy I ſee I have not legs of my own for carrying me to 
heaven, I muſt goe in at heavens gates borrowing ftrength 
from Chriſt, Iam often thinking , Oh if he would but gi 
me leave tolove him, & ifChritt would but open up his wx 
res, &theinfiaite, infinite plyes & windings & corners of his 
ſoul-delighting-love , & let me ſee it back-ſide & fore-lide, 
& give me leave but to ſtand beſide it, hike an hungry man 
beiide meat , to get my fill of wondering as a preface to my hi 
of enjoying : but verily I think my foul eyes would defile hi 
fair love tolook toit; Either my hunger is over humble | if that 
may be ſaid] or elſe I conſider not what honour it is to get 
leaveto love Chriſt. O that he would pity a priſoner , & {et 
out a flood upon the dry ground ! it is nothing to him to 
fill the like of me , one of his looks would doe me meekk 
world's good & him no ill. I know I am not at a point yet with 
Chriſt's love , I am not fitted for ſo much as I would havedt 
it; my hope fitteth neighbour with! meekle black hunger , & 
certainly I dow not but think, there is more of that love or 
dained for me, then I yet comprehend , & I know not the 
weight of the penfion the King will give me; Ishall be glas, 
if my hungry bill get leave to lie belide Chriſt waiting on an 
anſwer: now I would be full & rejoyce, if I got a poor mans 
almes of that ſweeteſt love : but I contidemiy beleeve there 12 


bed made for Chriſt & me, & that we shall take our fill of love 
it : & Ioften think , when my joy is run out & at the loweſt ebe, 


that I would ſcek no more but my rights paſt the King'sgreat 


ſeal , & that theſe eyes of mine could ſee Chrift's hand at the pen. 


It your Lord call you to ſuffering , be not diſmayed; thereslull 
be a new allowance of the King for you when ye come t9 it : one 
of the ſofteſt pillowes Chriſt hath, is laid under his witneſſes 
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thorns. He hath brought my poor ſoul to defire & wish ; O 
that my ashes & the powder 1 hall be diſſolved into , had well 
tuned tongues to praiſe him, 'Thus in haſte., deſiring your 
rayers & praiſes, Irecommend you to my ſweet , ſweet Ma- 
ter, My honourable Lord of whom I hold all. Grace be with 
you. 


Aberd. 1637. Toars in his ſweet Lord 
Teſw, S. R. 


T JEAN BROWN. 
MISTRESS (57) 
(7 are , mercy- & peace be to you: I am glad that ye goe 
on at Chriſt's back in this dark & cloudy time: It were 
oood to ſell other things for him; for when all theſe dayes are 
over, we $hall finde it our advantage, that we have taken part 
with Chriſt. I confidently beleeve his enemies shall be his foot- 
ſtool, & that he hall make green flowers dead withered hay , 
when the honour & glory $hall fall off them, like the bloom 
or flower of a green herb shaken with the wind. It were not 
wiſdom for us-to think that Chriſt & the Goſpel will come & fit 
down at our fire fide, nay , but we muſt goe out of our warm 
hoaſes & ſeek Chriſt & his goſpel; It is not the ſunny ſide of Chriſt 
that we mult look to & we mult not forſake him for want of that, 
but muſt ſet our face againit what may befall us in following on 
till he & we be through the briers & bushes on the dry ground: 
Our ſoft nature would be born through the troubles of this. 
miſerable life in Chriſt's arms : & it is his wiſdom who knoweth 
our mould , that his bairns goe wet-shod & cold-footed to hea- 


fren. © how {ſweet a thing were it for us, to learn to make 


our burdens light , by framing our hearts to the burthen and 
making our Lord's will a law ! I finde Chriſt & his croſs not- 
ill to pleaſe, nor yet ſuch troubleſom guelts as men call them : 
Nay, I think patience should make Chri{f's water good wine, 

&. gy: T Ah 
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& this droſs good mettall : & we have cauſe to wait on , for ex 
it belong , our Maſter will be at us, & bring this whole worl 
out before the ſun & the day-light in their black*s & white, 
Happy are they who are found watching : Our ſand-plaf i 
not ſo long as we need to weary ; time will eat away & rootout 
our woes, & ſorrow: our heaven is in the bud & growingy ( 
to an harveſt; why then should we not follow on ſeeing oy 
ſpan length of time will come to an inch : Therefore I con. |: 
mend Chriſt to you as your laſt living , & longeſt living husband, 
& the ſtaff of your old age: let him have now the reſt of youſſ 9! 
dayes ; & think not much of a ſtorm upon the ship that ChritÞ 82 
Failerh in » there shall no paſſenger fall over board , but the craiſ{ſ} 
Ship & the ſea- ſick paſſenger shall come to land ſafe, I am ina} 0 
{ſweet communion with Chriſt as a poor ſinner can be, &anjſ} Va! 
onely pained that he hath much beauty and fairneſs , and jj a 
little love, he great power & mercy & I little faith , he much Po 
light & I bliered eyes, Oh that I ſaw him in the ſweetnedff 4a 
tis love & in his marriage clothes, & were over head & earsin 
love with that princely one Chriſt Jeſus my Lord ! als, of | 
my riven dish & running-out veſlel can hold little of Chriſt |e 
ſus, I have joy in this, that I would not refuſe death beforelſ 2! 
put Chriſt's lawfull heritage in mens tryſting , & what knowl, 
if they would have pleaſed both Chriſt & me. 'Alas', thatthi God 
land hath put Chriſt to open rooping , & to an any man morebid: | be 
Bleſſed are they who would hold the crown on his head, & by 
Chriſt's honour with their owa loſſes. I rejoyce to hear you 
- ſon Fohn is coming to viſit Chriſt & taſte of his love: I hope ir 
Shall not loſe his pains or rue of that choice. I had alwayes [i 
| I faidoften to you] a great love to dear Mr Fohn Brown becauſe! 
thought I ſaw Chriſt in him more then in his brethren, fan 
would I write to him to ſtand by my ſweet Maſter, & I wishye 
_ would let him read my letter , & the joy I have, if he wil appear 
- for , & ſide with my Lord Jeſus,, Grace , grace , be with you, 


Aberd. Match, 13 | Nours in his ſweet Lt man; 
| | 1037- Feſus. SB. Mo ye ſe 


; Chriſt alone , for ye are good for no other thing but Chriſt, & ye 
; I 2 
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To JEAN Mc MILLAN. 


Loving Siſter (58) 

Race , mercy & peace be to you 2; I cannot come to yon to 

give you my counſel , & howbeit I would come I cannot 
ſtay with you ; but I beſeech you keep Chriſt, for I did whatT 
could to put you within grips of him ; I told you Chriſt's Teſta- 
ment & latterwill plainly , & I kept nothing back that my Lord 
gave me, & I gave Chriſt to-you with good will : Ipray you 
make him your own , & goe not from that truth I taught you in 
one hair breadth , that truth shall save yon if ye follow it: fal- 
vation 1s not an eafie thing & ſoon gotten; Ioften told you few 
are ſaved , & many , many damned: I pray you make your 
poor ſoul ſure of ſalvation , & make the ſeeking of heaven your 
daily task: If ye never had a ſick night & a pained ſoul for1in , 
ye have not yet lighted upon Chriſt ; look to the right marks 


of haveing cloſed with Chriſt , if ye love him beter then the 


world, & would quite all the world for him then that ſaith the 
work is ſound.. O if ye {aw the beauty of Jeſus & felt the ſmell 
of his loyz, ye would run through fire & water to be at him: 
God ſend you him. Pray tor me, tor I cannot torget you. Grace 


| dewith you. 


Aberd. 1637. Your loving Paſtor, S.R, 


To the Lady Busbze. 


MISTRESS. (59) 


(; Race » mercy & peace be to you : I am glad to hear 
that Chriſt & ye are one , & that ye have made him 
your one thing: Whereas many are painfully toiled in ſeeking 


| many things & their many things are nothing. It's onely beſt ; 


ye ſet your ſelf apart as a thing laid up & out of the gate for 
hatk 
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hath been going about you theſe many years by affictions ; to 


engage you' to himſelf, it were a pity & a loſs to ſay him nay, 
Verily I could wish , that I could ſwim through hell & all theill 
weather in the world & Chriſt in my arms? but itis my evyil 
& folly , that except Chriſt come unſent for , I dow not goe 


to Teek him: When he & 1 fall in reckoning , we are both be. 


| Hinde; hein payment , &T in counting , & ſo marches lie ill 
unrid & counts uncleared betwixt us. O that he would take 
his own blood for counts & miſcounts, that I might be a free 
man , & none had any claim to me, but onely , onely Jeſus, 
T will think it no bondage to be rooped , compriſed & poſlef: 
ſed by Chriſt , as his bond-man, Think well of the viſita. 
tions of your Lord, For I finde one thing I ſaw not well be- 


fore , that when the faints are under trials & well humbled, F 


little ſins raiſe great cryes & war-shouts in the conſcience; & 


in proſperity conſcience is a Pope togivediſpenſations, &let Þ 


out & in, & give latitude, & elbow-room to our heart, 0 


how little care we for pardon at Chriſt's hand , when we make | 
diſpenfations! And: all is but bairns-play , till a croſs without, 
 bÞeget an heavier croſs within , & then we play no longer with Þ 


our Idols: Ir is good ftill to be ſevere againſt our ſelves, for 
we but transform God?s mercy into an Idol , & an Idol that hath 
4 diſpenſation to give for turning of the grace of God into 


wantonneſs. Happy are they who rake up Gods, wrath, juſs Þ 
tice & lin, as they-are in themſelves : For we have miſcar- Þþ 


Tying light that parteth with childe . when we have good reſo- 


lutions : But God be thanked that Salvation is not rolled Þ ": 
upon our wheels, O but Chriſt hath a ſaving eye ! Salya- | 


tion is in his eye-lids : When he firſt looked on me, I wa 
ſaved , It coit him but a look to make hell quite of me: O 
merits , free merits, & the dear blood of God , was the beſt gate 
that ever we could have gotten of hell! O whata ſweet? O 
what a ſafe & ſure way is It , to come out of hell leaning on a Sa- 


viour | That Chriſt & a finner should be one & haye heaven | 
betwixt them & be halvers of Salvation, is the wonder of Salva: 


tion: What more humble could love be? & what an excel: 


lent ſmell doeth Chriſt caſt on his lower garden , where there 
Ee EO. | - grow 
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grow but wilde flowers , if we ſpeak by way of compariſon ; but 
there is nothing but perfect garden flowers in heaven , & the 
beſt plenjshing thar is there, is Chriſt : We are all obliged to 
love heaven for Chriſt's ſake, he graceth heaven & all his father's 
houſe with his preſence : He is aroſe that beaurifieth all the 


 ppper garden of God; a leaf of that roſe of God , for ſmell, is 
| worth a world : O that he would blow his ſmell upon a with- 


ered & dead ſoul , let us then goe on to meet with him & to be 
filled with the ſweetneſs of his love : Nothing will hold him 
from us; he hath decreed to put time, ſin, hell, devils, men 
& death out of the way , & to rid the rough way betwixt us & 
him , that we may enjoy one another. It's ſtrange & wonder- 
full that he would think long in heaven without us , & that he 
would have the company of ſinners to ſolace & delight himſelf 


| withall in heaven , & now the ſupper is abiding us: Chriſt the 


bridegroom with defire is waiting on till the bride, the Lamb's 


| wife , be þusked for the marriage , & the great hall be rid tor 
| the meeting of that joyfull couple. O fools, what doe we here? 
| & why fit we ſtill? Why fleep we in the priſon? Were it not 


beſtto make us wings to flee up to our bleſſed match, our mar. 
row & our fellow-friend ? I think , Mſtreſs , ye are looking 
there-away , & this is your ſecond or third thought : make 


| forward , your guide waiteth on you. I cannot but bleſs you 
-ar- | for your care & kindneſs to the ſaints. God give you to finde 


mercy in that day of our Lord Jeſus, to whole ſaying grace L 


| recommend you. 


Aberd. 1637. Tours in our Lord Feſu, S.R, 


- 
—— 


— 


T WILLIAM RIGUON 
Of Atherne. 


Much honoured &> worthy Sir. (60) 


Y Our letter full of complaints bemoaning. your guiltinef 
> bath humbled me ; but give me leaye to fav , ve ſeem to 
Gs 3 : be 
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be too far upon the law*s ſide , ye will not gain much to be the 


Law's Advocate : I thought ye had not been the law*s but grace' 


man ; Nevertheleſs I am ſure ye desire to take God's part 


againſt your ſelf: what eyer your guiltineſs be, yet when it falleh Þ 


into the ſea of God's mercy , itis but like a drop of blood fallen 


in the great Ocean : There 1s nothing here to be done , but 
Jet Chriſt's doom light upon the old man , & let him bear his Þ 
condemnation , ſeeing in Chriſt he was condemned; for the Law Þ 


hath but power over your worſt half; let the blame therefore 


lie where the blame should be & let the new man be ſure to ſay, Þ 
1 am comely as the tents of Kegar , howbeit I be black & ſun- burnt F 
by ſitting. neighbour beſide a body of fin + I ſeek no morehere 

but room for Graces defence & Chriſt's white throne whertoa | 


ſinner condemned by the law may appeal:But the uſe that I make 
of it, 1s, I am ſorry that I am not ſo tender & thin skin'd, 
though I am ſure Chriſt may finde employment for his calling 
in me , if in any living , ſeeing from my youth upward 1 
Have been making up the blackeſt proceſs that any miniſter 
in the world, orany other can an{wer to: & when I had done 


this, I painted a providence of my own, & wrote eaſe for my þ 


ſelf & a peaceable miniſtery & the ſun shining on me til 
I should be in at heaven's gates, Such green & raw thoughts 
had T of God. I thought alſo of a ſleeping Devil that would pals 


by the like of me, lying in moores & out-fields :' So I bigged F 
the gook's neſt, & dreamed of dying at eaſe & living in a took Þ 
paradiſe; but fince I came hither I am often ſo,as that they would 


have much Rhetorick that would perſwade me, that Chriſt hath 


not written wrath on my dumb & ſilent Sabbaths [which 152 


perſecution of the lateſt edition , being uſed againit none 1n this 
land, that I canlearn of, beſides me] & often I lie under a non-en- 
try, & would gladly ſell all my joyes to be confirmed King 
Jeſus's free tennent , &to have ſealed aſſurances; but I ſee often 
blank papers: & my greateſt defires are theſe two , 1. That Chril 


would take mein hand to cure me, & undertake for a sick man, | 


I know I should not die under his hand : & yetin this , whilel 
ſill doubt, I beleeye through a cloud, that ſorrow which hat 


No eyes, hath but put a vail on Chriſt's love. 2, It pry 
: | 'M 


G 
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kim often fince I came hither, to come with ſome short blenks of 


his ſweet love , & then becauſe I have none to help me to praiſe 
his love, & can doe him no ſervicein my own perſon , [ as I 
| thought once I did in his temple ] then I die with wishes & de- 


fires , to take up houſe & dwell at the well-fide & to have him 


praiſed & ſet on high: But alas, what can the like of me doe 


to get a good name raiſed upon my welbeloved Lord Jeſus, 


| ſuppoſe I could deſire to be ſuſpended for ever of my part of hea- 


yen for his glory? -I am ſure, If I could get my will of Chriſt's 


love, & could be once over head & ears in the beleeved, appre- 
 hended , & ſeen love of the Son of God , it were the fulfillin 


of the deſires of the onely happineſs I would be at ; but the trut 


E is, Ihinder my communion with him , becauſe of want of both 


faith & repentance, & becauſe I will make an idol of Chrift's 
kiſſes; I will neither lead nor drive , except I ſee Chriſt's love 
run in my channel & when I wait and look for him the upper 


way, I fee his wiſdom 1s pleaſed to play me a flip & come the 


lower way ; ſo that I have not the right art of guiding Chriſt : 
for there is art & wiſdom required in guiding of Chriſt's love 


| aright, when we have gotten it. O how far are his wayes a= 


boyve mine ! O how little of him doe I ſee ! & when I am as dryas 
aburnt heath in a drouthy ſummer , & when my root is wither- 
ed , howbeit I think then that I would drink a ſfea-full of 


| Chriſt ere ever I would let the cup goe from my head ; yet I get 
| nothing but delayes , as if he would make hunger my daily food ; 
1 think my {elf alſo hungered of hunger ; The rich Lord Jeſus 
ſatisfie a famished man. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. 106. Sept, Tour own in his ſuveet 
1637. Lord Teſus, S. R. 


 Tabis worthy > much honoured friend 
FU LE ELIE 8 


Worthy & much honoured in our Lord (61) 
(3 aces mercy & peace be to you: I amglad of our more 
then paper » acquaintance : Seeing we haye one father, 
FS” Ty 
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it reckoneth the leſs though we neyer ſaw one anothers faces, ] 
profeſs my ſelf moſt utiworthy to follow the camp of ſuch a wor. 
thy & renowned captain , as Chriſt. oh alas, I have cauſe 
to be grieved , that men expect any thing of ſuch a wretche( 
man as I am: It is a wonder to me, if Chriſt can make an 
thing of my naughtie, short & narrow loye to him ; ſurely 
it is not worth the up- taking. 2. As for our lovely and 
beloved Chureh in Ireland , my heart bleederh for her deſo. 
Jation ; but I beleeve our Lord is onely lopping the vine- 
trees , but not intending to cut them down or root them 
out. itistrue, ſeeing we arc heart- Atheiſts by nature , & cans 


not take providence aright , [becauſe we halt & crook everſine 


we fell] we dream of an halting providence , as if God's yard 


whereby he meaſureth joy & ſorrow tothe ſons of men, were | 
crooked & unjuſt , becauſe ſervants are on horſe-back & Princes | 
goe on foot ; but our Lord dealeth good & eyil & ſome one por. | 


tion or other to both , by ounce-weights ; & meaſureth them 


in a juſt and even ballance. Tt is but folly to meaſure the Goſ. 


pel by ſummer or winter-weather : The ſummer-ſun of the 
ſaints, shineth not on them in this life : how should we haye 
complained if the Lord had turnedthe ſame providence , that 
we now ſtomacke at, up fide down , & had ordered matters 
thus, that firſt the ſaints should have enjoyed heaven, glory, 


& eaſe, &then Methuſalem's dayes of ſorrow & daily muteries, Þ 
we $should think a short heaven no heaven : certainly his waye 
paſs finding out, 3. Ye complain of the evil of heart- atheiſm, Þ 
but it is to a greater atheiſt then any man can be , that ye writeto 


of that: Oh, light findeth not that reverence & fear as a plant 
of God's ſetting should finde in our ſoul! How doe we by na- 


ture , as others , detain & captiyat the truth of God in unrighte- 


ouſneſs , & ſo make God's light a bound priſoner, & even when 
the priſoner breaketh the jayle & cometh out in belief of a God- 
head , & in ſome pradtice of holy obedience ; how often 


doe we of new, Jay hands on the priſoner and put our light again Þ 


in fetters : Certainly there cometh great miſt & clouds from 
the lower part of our ſoul, our earthly affeions , to the higher 
part, which 15'our conſcience, either naturall or renewed , 2 
ks MAE Woeennn ts Þ Sens OUTS BL TT rok 
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ſmoke in a lower houſe breaketh up & defileth the houſe above? 
If we had more pradtice of obedience, we should have more 
ſound light. 1 think , lay afide all other guiltineſs, this one , the 


yiolence done to God's candle in our ſoul , were a ſufficient dittay 


againſt us 3 for there is no helping of this , but by ſtriving to 
ſtand in aw of God's light; leſt light tell tales of us we deſire 
little to hear ; but ſince it is not without God that Lghr ſitteth 
neighbour to. w:l} fa lawleſs Lord] no marvel thar ſuch 2 
neighbour should leayen our Judgement & darken our light 
] ſee there is a neceſfity that we' proteſt againſt the doings of the 
old man, & raiſe up a party againſt our worſt half to accule , 


Þ condemn , ſentence, & with ſorrow bemoan the dominion of 


fin's Kingdom & with all, make Law in the new Covenant 


| apainſt our guiltineſs ; for Chriſt condemned fin in the flesh 
| weare to condemn it over again : & if there had not been ſucha 
| thing as the grace of Jeſus , I should have long fince given 


up with heaven & with the expectation to ſee-God : But 


| grace , grace , free grace, the merits of Chriſt for no- 


thing , white & fair & large Saviour-mercy [which is another 
fort of thing then creature- mercy , or law-mercy ; yea 2 
thouſand degrees above Angel-mercy] hath been and muſt 
be the rock , thar we drowned ſouls muſt ſwim to : Now 
washing , renewed application of purchaſed redemption by 


| that ſacred blood , that ſealeth the free Covenant is a thing 
| of daily and hourly uſe to a poor finner : Till we be 1n 
| heaven our iſſue of blood will not be quite dryed up , & there- 

Þ fore we muſt reſolve to apply peace to our ſoul from the new & 


living way , & Jeſus who cleanſeth & cyreth the leprous ſoul , 
lovely Jeſus , muſt be our ſong on this ſide of heavens gates : & 
even when we have won the caſtle, then muſt we eternally ſing , 
Worthy , warthy is the Lamb , who hath ſaved us & washed us in 
his own blood, 1 would counſel all the ranſomed ones to learn 
this ſong , & to drink & be drunk with the love of ]eſus, O 


| faireſt, 'O higheſt, O lovelieſt one, open the well! O wa- 


ter the burnt & withered travellers with this love of thine ! I 
think it*s poſſible on earth to build a young new Jeruſalem , a 
little new heayen of this ſurpaſſing-love. God either ſend me 
| os more 
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more of this love , or take me quickly over the water, where 
I may be filled with his love : My ſoftneſs cannot take with 
want I profeſs I bear not hunger of Chriſt's love fair: I know 
not if I play foul play with Chriſt , but I would havyealink 
that chain of his providence mended in pining & delaying the 
hungry on-waiters: For my ſelf I could wish that Chriſt would 
let out upon me more of that loye: Yet to tay Chriſt is a nigga 
to me, Idarenot; & if I ſay , I have abundance of his loyel 


hola thy hand no longer. Worthy Sir , let me have your prayersin 
my bonds, Grace be with you. 


Aberd. 7 Sept. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſus, S.R, 


oO — — 


To JAMES LINDSAY. 


Dear Brother, - (62) 


4 bs He conſtant & daily obſerving of God's going alongſt with 

you , in his coming , going , ebbing , flowing , embra- 
cing & kiſſing , glooming & firiking giveth me [a witkſ 
& lazie obſeryer of the Lord's way & working ] an heayie 
ſtroke: could I keep ſight of him , & know when I want, & 


carry as became me in that condition, I would blefſe my caſe, 
But. 1. For deſettions , I think them like lying-lay of lean N 


& weak land, for ſome yeers, while it gather {ap for abet- 
ter crope ; It is poſſible to gather gold where it may be had 
with moon light, Oh if I could but creep one foot , or half 
a foot neere in to Jeſus in ſuch a diſmal night as that , when 
he is away : I should think it an happy abſence. 2. If I knew the 
beloved were onely gone away for triall , for further humi- 
liation, & not ſmoked out of the houſe with new provocations 


I would forgive deſertions, & hold my peace at his abſence, | 
but Chriſt's bought abſence [that I bought with my ſin] it N 


two running boils at once , one upon either ſide , & what tide 


then can Llicon? 3, Iknow as night & shaddows are pope for 
owen 
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dowers » & moon light , & dews are better then a continuall ſunz 
& is Chriſt's abſence of ſpeciall uſe, & it hath ſome nourish- + 
10g vertue in it , & giveth ſap to humility , & putteth an 
edge on hunger , & furnisheth a fair field to faith to put forth 
it ſelf , & to exerciſe it's fingers 1n gripping , it ſeeth not 
what. 4. It is mercy's wonder , & grace*'s wonder , that 
Chriſt will lend a piece of the lodging , & a back-chamber be- 


{ide himſelf to our luſts, & that he & ſuch ſwine should keep 
houſe together in our ſoul : For ſuppoſe they couch & con=- 


traſt themſelves into little room, when Chriſt cometh in, & 
ſem to lie as dead under his-feet, yet they often break out 

ain : And that a foot of the old man , or a leg or arm 
nailed to Chriſt's croſs looſeth the naile or breaketh out again; 
& yet Chriſt beſide this unruly & miſnurtured neighbour can 


{ (till be making heayen in the ſaints one way or other , may not 


I ſay , Lord Feſus, what doeft thou here? Yet here he muſt 
be, but I will but loſe my feet to goe on into this depth & won- 


| der, for free mercy & infinite merits -took a lodging to Chriſt 


& us beſide ſuch a loathſome gueſt as ſin. $5, SanEification 
& mortification of our luſts, are the hardeſt part of Chriſtia= 
nity: It 1s in a manner as naturall to us to leap when we ſee 
the new Jeruſalem, as to laugh when we aretickled, joy is 
rot under command , or at our nod when Chriſt kifſerh:; but 
0 how many of us would have Chriſt divided in two halves , 


| that we might take the half of him onely & take his office Feſtus & 
| ſalvation, but Lord is a cumberſome word, & to obey & work 


out our own ſolvation & to perfeF holyneſs, isthe cumberſome & 
ſtormy north-ſide of Chriſt, & that we eschew & shift. 6* For 
your queſtion , the acceſſe that reprobats have to Chriſt [which 
1s none at all, for to the Father in Chriſt neither can they, nor 
will they come , becauſe Chriſt dyed not for them ; & yet by 
law, God & juſtice oyertaketh them] I fay , Firſt , there are 
with you'more worthy & learned then Iam Mrs Dick ſon , Blair , 


| & Hamilton who can more fully fatisfie you; but I hall ſpeak it 
( brief what I think of it in theſe aſſertions. 1, All God?s juſ- 


tice toward man & Angels floweth from an act of the abſolut 
loveraign free-will of God , who is our former & potter , & 
we 
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we are butclay; for if he had forbidden to eat of the reſt of th, iged 
trees of the Garden of Eden, & commanded Adam to eat ofthe burd 
tree of knowledge of good & evil , that command no doubt hl. ſpy; 
been as juſt as this, Eat of a/lthe trees , but not at all of the tru 
knowledge of good & evil : The reaſon is, becauſe his will is before Þ, 
his juſtice by order of nature , & what is his will , is his juſtice,xÞ, 
he willeth not things without him {elf be cauſe they are juſt : Gl, c 
cannot , God needeth not to hunt ſanctity , holyneſs or rights, þ 
ouſneſs from things without himſelf, & ſo not from the 
tions of men orAngels;becault his will is eſſentially holy and jul, 
& the prime rule of holyneſs &juſtice: as the fire is naturally light 
and inclineth upward & the earth heavie,& inclineth downward, Þjcir 
The 2. aſſertion then is , that God faith to reprobats beleeveinlyjgu 
Chriſt [who hath notdyed for your ſalvation] & yeshall be ſaved, ther 
1s juſt & right , becauſe his eternall & eſſentially juſt will, hath nd 
enacted & decreed : Suppoſe naturall reaſon ſpeak againſt this, upo! 
this 1s the deep & ſpeciall myſtery of the Goſpel. God hath IÞ 4g + 
obliged hard and faſt all the reprobats in the viſible Church Þ yea 
to beleeve his promiſe , he that beleeveth shall be ſaved , & yet Þ reſt 
in God's decree and ſecret intention , there is no falvation If gw; 
at al] decreed and intended to reprobats ; and yet the obli- Bl of w 
gatian of God being from his Soveraign free-will » 1s moſt Wior x 
juit , as ſaid is in the firſt aſſertion. 3. Afertion : The NY, b 
righteous Lord hath right over the reprobats & all reaſonable F gye 
creatures that violat his commandements, this is eafie, 4. Af- Þ fr 
{ertion - the faith that God ſeeketh of reprobats, is, 'Thatthey J gli 
xely upon Chriſt as deſpairing of their own righteouſneſs, lean: Þ tyy] 
ing wholly, & withall humbly, as weary & laden , upon cy 
Chriſt , as on the reſting ſtone laid in Sion ; but he ſeeketh not NI ,vpp 
that without being weary of their ſin they rely on Chriſt , man- I God 
kind's Saviour; for to rely on Chriſt & not to weary of {in , 1 Þ ried 
preſumption , not faith , faith is ever neighbour to a contrite Þ byr 
ſpirit, & it's impoſſible that faith can be where there 1s nota YN ifth 
caſlten down & contrite heart in ſome meaſure for fin : Nowit Þ þy | 
is certain God commandeth no man to preſume. F. Aﬀer- lef 
tion: then Reprobats are not abſolutly obliged to beleeve, that N wh 
Chrift dyed for them xn particular ; for in truth neither m— 


pats 1 


(141) 


Whats nor others are obliged to beleeve a lye, onely they are ob<- 
f the iged to beleeve,, Chriſt dyed for them , if they be firſt weary , 
fthe ſhordened » ſin-ſick & condemned in their own confciences , & 
had Bpziken dead & killed with the law's ſentence , & have indeed 
ffembraced him as offered , which is a ſecond & ſubſequent a& 
offaith , following after a coming to him , & cloſing with him. 
6. Aſſertion : Reprobats are not formally guilty of comtempt 
ofGod  & misbelief becauſe they apply not Chriſt and the pro- 
| miſes of the Goſpel to themſelves in particular , for ſo they 
* Bchould be guilty becauſe they beleeve not a lye, which God ne- 
rer obliged them to beleeye. 7. Aſſertion * juſtice hath a right 
topunish reprobats, becauſe out of pride of heart , confiding in 
ard. their own righteouſneſs, they rely not upon Chriſt, as a Sa= 
ell Frjiour of all them that come to him : This , God may juſtly oblige 
ed, them unto ; Becauſe in Adam they had perfe& ability to doe , 
bf find men are guilty becauſe they love their own inability & reſt 
ls, upon themſelves, & refuſe to deny their own righteouſneſs, & 
ath to take them to Chriſt , in whom there is righteouſneſs for 
rh Þ wearied finners, 8. Afﬀertion : It is one thing torely , lean , & 
JE reftupon Chriſt in humility & wearineſs of ſpirit, & denying our 
101 B own righteouſneſs beleeving him to be the onely righteouſneſs 
bl- of wearied finners, & itis another thiog to beleeve Chriſt dyed 
oft for me, Fohn, Themas , Anna, upon an intention & decree to ae 
be Yisby name. For 1. the firſt goeth firſt , the latter is alway after in 
ble F due order. 2. The firſt is faith, the ſecond is a fruit of faith, 3.The 
- Þ frtobligeth reprobats & all men in the viſible Kirk , the latter 
© Bf obligeth onely the weary & laden, & ſo onely the clect & effec- 
ir" Bf tually called of God. 9. Aſſertion : It is a vain order , I know not if 
00 Bf Chriſt dyed for me, Fohn, Thomas, Anna by name ; &r therefore I dare 
ot Bl not rely on him ? The reaſon is, becauſe It is not faith , to beleeve 
0” Bf God's intention & decree of eleCtion at the firſt, ere ye be wea- 
8 Fried: look firſt to your own intention & ſoul , if ye finde fina 
I Þ burden , and can, and doe reft , under that burden upon Chriſt; 
2 Fifthis be once , now come & beleeve in particular or rather apply 
KF by fenſe [for in my judgement it is a fruit of belief, not be- 
T Rlief] & feeling the goodwill , intention , and gracious purs 
i F pſeof God ancnt your falyation; Hence becauſe there is _ 
ice 
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lice in reprobats and contempt of Chrift , guilty they are, 
Juſtice hath law againſt them : And which 1s the myſtery, 
they cannot come np to 'Chriſt becauſe he dyed not for thei 
but their fin is, that they love this their inability to comet 
Chriſt, and he who loveth his chains, deſerveth chains ; Ay 
thus in short remember my bonds, 


Aberd. Sept. 7. Tours in hu ſweet Lord 
1637- Feſus, S, R, 


To the Earle of Caſ/ils. 


My very honourable & Nobie Lord, (63) 


Race , mercy & peace be to your Lo: pardon me to expreſſ 
(©: my earneſt deſire to your Lo: for Zions ſake , for whon 

weshould not hold our peace. I know your Lo:will takeny 
pleading on this behalf in the better part , becauſe the neceſſy 
of a falling & weak church is urgent. I beleeve your Lo: i; 
one of Zion's friends , & that by obligation : for when the Lorl 
Shall count & write up the people, it shall be written this mn 
was born there : Therefore becauſe your Lo: is a born ſon ofthe 
houſe, I hope your defire is, that the beauty & glory of the Lorl 
may dwell in the midſt of the city , whereof your Lo : is aſon, 
It muſt be without all doubt the greateſt honour of your place 


—— 


& houſe, to kiſs the ſon of God , & for his ſake to be kind tohifþ 


oppreſizd & wronged bride , who now in the day of her dels 


lation beggeth help of you that are the shields of the earth: | 


am ſure many Kings, Princes & Nobles in the day of Clvift 
ſecond coming , would beglad to run errands for Chriſt , eye 
bare footed thorow fire & water ; but in that day he will hare 
none of their ſervice : Now he is asking if your Lo : will hep 
him againſt the mighty of the earth, when men are ſetting 
their shoulders to Chriſt's fair & beautifull tent in this land; to 


looſe 1t's ſtakes & to break it down , & certainly ſuch as are not F 
with Chriſt ate againſt him : & bleſſed shall your Lo - be of the þ 


Lord , bleſſed $hall your houſe & ſeed be , & bleſſed shall your 
Honour be, if yeempawnd & lay in Chriſt's hand the Earledom 


of 
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of Caſſills ['& it is but a shaddow in compariſon of the city made 


E without hands] and lay iteven at the ſtake, rather then Chriſt 


& born-down truth want a witneſs of you, againſt the apoſtafie 
of this land, Ye hold your lands-of Chriſt, your charters are 
under his ſeal,& he who hath many crownes on his head,dealeth, 
cutteth', '& caryeth pieces of this clay-heritage to men at his 


| pleaſure. Itis little your Lo : hath to give him, hewill not 
| fleep long in your common , but shall ſurely pay home your 
| loſſes tor his cauſe. it is but our bliered eyes that look thorow a 
| falſe glaſe to this idol-god of clay & think ſome thing of it : They 


who are paſt with their laſt ſentence to heaven or hell , and have 
made their reckoning & de parted out of this ſmoky inne, have 
now no other conce!:t of this world, but asa piece of beguiling , 
wel-luitred clay : & how faſt doeth time [like a flood ſtill in mo- 
tion] carry your Lo: outof it? & 1s'not eternity coming with 
wings? Court goeth not in heaven asit doeth here. Our Lord. 


[who hath all you the Nobles lying in the shell of his ballance] 


eſteemeth you, accordingly as ye are the bridegroom's friends 
or foes, Your Honourable Anceſtors with the hazard of their lives 
brought Chriſt to our hands, & 1t shall be cruelty to the poſterity 
ifyeloſe him to them One of our tribes, Lev:'s Sons,the watchmen, 
arefallen from the Lord, & have ſold their mother, & their 
fatheralſo, and the Lord's truth, for their new velvet-world, 
and there ſatin-church, If ye the Nobles play Chriſt a lip, 


| now when his back is at the wall [if I may fo ſpeak] then 
| may we ſay that the Lord hath caſten water upon Scot= 
land's ſmoking coal - But we hope better things of you. It. 


i5no wiſdom ; -however it be the State-wiſdom now in requelt, 
to be ſilent , when they are caſting lots for a better thing then 
Chriſt's coat, All this land , & every man's part.of the play tor 
Chriſt, &the tears of poor & friendleſs Zion | now going dool- 
like in fackeloth] are up in heaven before our Lord, & there is 
noqueſtion but our king & Lord shail be maſter of the fields art 


{ length , & we would all be glad to divide the ſpolle with Chriſt , 
| &toride in triumph with him; but Oh how few will take a 


cold bed of ſtraw in the camp with him! How fain would men 


haye a wel-thatched houſe above their heads , all the way to 
heayen 
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heaven? And many now would goe to heaven the land Wy 
{ for they love not to be fſea-ſick] riding up to Chifſt upon for. 
mantles , & ratling coaches , & rubbing their velvet with the 
Princes of the Land , in the higheſt ſeats. If this be the Wy 
Chriſt called ſtrait & narrow , I quite. all skill of the way to {l. 
vation. Are they not now rooping Chriſt & the Goſpel-? fe 
they not put our Lord Jeſus to the market & he who outbidet 
his fellow , $hall get him ? O my Dear & Noble Lord , goem 
Chowbeit the wind in your face} to back our princely Captain, 
be corragious for him : fear not theſe who have not ſubſcribe 
leaſe of dayes, the worms shall eat kings , let the Lord Jechoyg 
be your fear: And then , as the Lord liveth the yictory 15 your, 
Tt is true many are ſtriking up a new way to heaven , butny 
ſoul for theirs, ifthey finde it , & if this be not the onely wy 
whoſe end is Chriſt's father's houſes And my weak experience 
ſince the day I was firſt in bonds hath confirmed me in the truth 
& aſlurance of this: Let doctors & learned men cry the contrair 
Iam perfwaded this is the way : the bottom hath fallen out df 
both their wit & conſciefice at once , their book hath beguiled 
them , for we have fallen upon the true Chriſt. I dare hazard, 
if I alone had ten ſouls, my ſalvation upon this ſtone that many 
now break their bones upon. Let them take this fat world , Oh 
poor and hungry is their paradiſe ! Therefore let me entreatyour 
Lo: By your compearance before Chrift , now while this piece 
of the afternoon of your day. is before you , [for ye know nat 
when your ſun will turn ; & eternity shall benight you] le 
yourglory, honour & might worldly , be , for our Lord [eſus: 
And to his rich grace, & tender mercy, and to the neyer:- dying 
comforts of his gracious Spirit I recommend your Lo : And 


Noble houſe, | 
Aberd. Sept. 9. Your Lo: at all obe- 
1637. dience, S. R, 


ab _ T —_— 
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To the Lady Largirie. 


MISTRESS. (94) 


Race, Mercy & Peace be to you. I hope ye know what 

conditions paſt betwixt Chriſt & you at your firſt meeting ! 
Ye remember he ſaid, your ſummer dayes would haye clouds 
and your roſe a prickly thorn beſide it ; Chriſt is unmixt in 
heaveni , all ſweetneſs and honey , here we have him with his 
thorny and rough croſs; yet I know no tree beareth {ſweeter 
fruit then Chriſt's croſs , except I would raiſe a lying report on 
it: It is your part to take. Chriſt as he is to be had in this life : 
Gfferings are like a wood planted round about his houſe. over 
door and window : If we could hold faſt our grips of him , 
the field were won 2 Yet alittle while and Chrift shall triumph : 
Giye Chriſt his own short time to ſpin out theſe two long 
threeds of heaven and hell to all mankind , for certainly the 
threed will not break; and when he hath accomplished his work 
inmount Z1on and hath refined his filyer, he will bring new veſs 
ſs out of the furnace , and plenish his houſe and take up houſe 
zpain, I counſel you to free your ſelf of clogging temptations , 
by overcoming ſome, & contemning others, and watching over 
all: abide true and loyal to Chriſt , tor few now are faſt to him 5 
they give Chriſt blank paper for a bond of ſervice and atten« 
dance , now when Chrift hath moſt adoe : to waſte alittle blood 
with Chriſt , and to put our part of this drofſie world in pawne 
over in his hand, as willing to quite it for him , is the ſafeſt ca« 
binet to keep the world in: But theſe who would take the world 
&all their flitting on their back & run away from Chriſt , they 
will tall by the way & leave their burden behinde them , &be 
taken captive themſelves. Well were my ſoulto put all I have, 
lfe & ſoul , oyer in Chriſt's hands ; let him be forth-coming 
for all, If any ask, how I doe? I anſwer, none can be but 
well that are in Chriſt : And if I were not ſo, my ſufferings 
lad melted me away in ashes and ſmoke ; Ithank my Lord that 
kt hath ſo mething in me that this fire cannot conſume. Res 
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member my love to your husband & show him from me, 1g 
ſire that he may ſet aſide all things & make ſure work of faly, 
tion , that it be not a ſeeking when the ſand-glaſs is run out, & 
time & eternity shall tryſt together : There is no errand 
wieghty as this: O that he would take it to heart. Gra 


be with you. 


Aberd. Your s in Chrift Feſus his Lord, $S, R; 


<——_— 


To the Lady 
DUNGUEIGH. 


MISTRESS, (65) 


Lon to hear from you, & how ye goe on with Chriſt: I} 
am ſure that Chrift & ye once met: I pray you faſten your 
grips; there is holding & drawing & much ſea-way to heayen, Þ * 
& we are often ſea-fick ; but the voyage is ſo needfull , thatwe 
muſt on any termes take shipping with Chriſt. I beleeyeitis 
2 good countrey we are going to, & there is ll lodging in this 
ſmoaky houſe of the world, in which we are yet living. 0h 
that we Should love ſmoke ſo well;& clay , that holdeth our 
feet faſt ! It were our happineſs to follow on after Chriſt, & 
to anchbor our ſelves upon the rock in the upper ſide of the yall 
Chriſt & Satan are now drawing to parties, & they are blind: 
who ſee not Scotland divided in two camps, & Chriff coming 
out with his white banner of love , & he hangeth that over the 
heads of his ſouldiers: And the other Captain , the Dragnn, 
is coming out with a great black flagh , & crieth , the world, 
the world , eaſe, honour, &* a whole skin , and a ſoft couch , & 
there lie they , & leave Chriſt to fend for himſelf: My counſels 
that ye come out & leave the multitude & let Chriſt haveyou 
company : Let them take clay & this preſent world wholore 
it : Chriſt is a-more worthy & noble portion : Blefled are 
theſe who get him: It is good ere the ſtorm riſe to make rea 
| | al 
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all, & to be prepared to goe tothe camp with Chriſt , ſeeing 
s he will not keep the houſe , nor fit at the fire- ſide with couchers$ 
f BA showr for Chriſt islittle enough. Oh TI finde all too little for 
ix him! Woe, woe, woe's me, that I have no propine for my 
Lord Jeſus, My love is ſo feckleſs that it is a shame to offer 
it to him. Oh if it were as broad as heaven , as deep as the ſea, 
1 would gladly beſtow it upon him ! I perſwade you God ig 
wiinging grapes of red wine for Scotland , & this land shall drink 
& ſpue & fall, His enemies shall drink the thick of it & the 
ounds of 13 3 But Scotland's withered tree shall bloſſom 
zzain , & Chriſt Shall make a ſecond marriage with her, & take 
home his wife out of the furnace , but if our eyes shall ſec it, he 
knoweth who hath created time, Grace be with you, 


Aberd, 1637. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
by | | | Feſm 3K 
7our 
= 7 JONET Mc CULLOCH. 
itn Loving Siſter, (66) 
= Race, mercy , & peace be to you : Hold on yeur courſe 


for it may be, I will not ſoon ſee you : venture through 
 q ſhe thick of all things after Chriſt , & tine not your Maſter 
' 1 Chriſt in the throug of this great market, Let Chriſt know 
wow heavy & how many a ſtone weight you & your cares , bur- 
lens, croſſes, & fins are; let him bear all : Make the heri- 
ge ſure to your ſelf, get charters & writs paſſed & through , 
& put on arms for the battel , & keep you faſt by Chriſt, & then 
« the wind blow out of what airth it will, your foul will 
tot blow in the ſea. I inde Chriſt the moſt Readable friend and 
dmpanion in the world to mie now ; the need & uſefulneſs of 
hriſt is ſeen beſt in trials. Oh if he be not well worthy of his 
wm! Lodge him in houſe & heart; & ſtir up your husband 
0 ſeek the Lord : I wonder he hath never written to me: 1 
ve not forget him. I taught on 'the whole counſel of God & 
lklyered it to you, it will be inquired fcr, at your hands 5 

EM Dn K 2 have 
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have it in readineſs againſt the time that the Lord ask for it: Þ 
make you to meet the Lord ; & reſt & ſleep in the love of tht 
faireſt among the ſons of men ; Defire Chriſt's beauty : giz ſt al 
out all your love to him & let none fall by : Learn in prayerte fr 
ſpeak to him : help your mother's ſoul, & defire her from me} b! 
to ſeek the Lord & his ſalvation, it is not ſoon found , may# þ 
miſs it, Grace be with you, ” of 

Aberd. 1637. Tour Loving Paſtor, S.R, | lil 


RE | | ; —|F i 
To my Lord © | th 
CKAIGHA LL. 6 


My Lord. (67) : | 
I cannot expound your Lo: contrary tides and theſe tentation 
wherewith ye are aſſaulted to be any other thing but Chil 
trying you , & ſaying unto you & will ye alſo leave me. Iamin® 
Chriſt hath a great advantage againſt you , if ye play foul play ti] 
him, in that the holy Spirit hath done his part , in evidencin 
to your conſcience , that this1s the way of Chriſt wherein je 
Shall have peace , & the other , as ſure as God liveth , the Ab 
tichriſt's way : Therefore as ye fear God , fear your light & ſti 
in aw ofa convincing conſcience : it is far better for your L:| 
to keep your conſcience , & to hazard in ſuch a honourable caul 
your place ; then wilfully & againſt your light to come unde 
guiltineſs : Kings cannot heal broken conſciences ; & when deat 
& judgement shall comprize your ſoul , your counſcller& 
others cannot become caution to Juſtice for you, Ere it 
long our Lord will put a finall determination to Acts of Ia 
liament & mens laws , & will clear you before men & Ange 
of mens unjuſt ſentences. Ye received honour , & place, 
Authority , & riches & reputation from your Lord , to ſet td 
ward & advance theliberties & freedom of Chriſt's Kingden: 
Men whoſe conſciences are made of ftoutneſs, think little 
ſach matters , which notwithftanding incroach mt n 
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| Chriſt's prerogative royal, So would men think it a light 
ha © matter for Uzzab fo put out his hand to hold the Lord's falling 
# ark , but it coſt him his life. And who doubteth but a carnal 
"16 friend will adviſe you to shut your window & pray beneath your 
meſÞ) breath : 7? make too great a din with jour prayers , ſo would a 
ah head-of- wit ſpeak , if ye were in Daniels place : But mens 

* overguilded reaſons will not help you when your conſcience is 
like to rive with a double charge. Alas, alas , when will this 
{ world learn to ſubmit their wiſdom to the wiſdom of God. Iam 
— | ſfureyour Lo : hath found the truth; goe not then to ſearch it 
| oyer again ; for it 1s ordinary for men to make doubts, when 
{ they havea minde to deſert the truth. Kings are not their own 
i men , their wayes are in God's hand. I rojoyce & am glad that ye 
{ reſolve to walk with Chriſt, howbeit his court be thin. Grace 


be with your Lo - 

| Aberd. Sept. 7 Tour Lo : in his ſweet Maſter and 
ion 1637. | Lord Feſw, S.R. 
brit 
fn Sn ns gon Ws 
"| 7% WILLIAM RIGGE. 
np Of EAthernte. 
Atv 
an | Worthy & much honoured Sir, (68) 


ak if G Race, mercy & peace be to you: How ſad a priſoner would 
le I be, if I knew not that my Lord Jeſus had the keys of 
1eahfd the priſon himſelf, & that his death & blood hath bought 
5 x00 © bleſſing to our croſſes aſwell as to our ſelves. I am ſure, 
it bel troubles have no prevailing right over us , if they be but our 
2 Lord's Serjeants to keep us in ward while we are in this ſide of 
vec heayen : I am perſwaded alſo, thay they $hall not goe over 
. {tie bound-road,, nor enter into heaven with us ; fort” ey finde 
- {-$ 20 welcome there , where zhere is no more death , neither ſorrow 
om 0 407 crying , neither any more pain : & therefore we shall leave them 
le df *hinde us. Oh if I could get as good a gate of fin , even this 
upon Fotull & wretched body of fin, asI get of Chriſt's croſs! Nay 
uf K 3 indced 
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indeed I think the croſs beareth buth me & it ſelf,rather then Tit, 


in compariſon of the tyranny of the lawleſs flesh & wicked neigh. þ 


bour, that dwelleth beſide Chriſt's new creature. But Oh , thy 
that which prefſeth me down, & paineth me: Jeſus Chriſti 
his ſaints , fitterh neighbour with an ill ſecond, corruption, 


deadneſs, coldneſs, pride , luſt , wordlines , ſelf-love, ſecurity Þ 
falshood , & a world of moe the like ; which 1 finde in me, 
that are daily doing violence 'to the new man. O but we har Þþ 
cauſe to carry low tails, & to cleave faſt to free grace, tree, fre | 


grace! Bleſſed be our Lord that ever that way was found out: 
If my one foot were in heaven & my ſoul half in, if free willk 
corruption were abſalute Lords of me , I should never win 
wholly in. O but the ſweet , new & living way that Chriſt hath 
ftroke up to our home, be a ſafe way ! I finde now preſence 
acceſs a greater dainty then before , but yet the bridegroom 
looketh through the latteſs & thorow the hole of the door, Oif 
he& ! were in fair dry land together in the other fide of thews 


ter, Grace be with you. 
Aberd. Sept. 30. Tours in hu ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſus, S, R, 


—  —— — 


To the Lady 
KILCONQUHATIRK 


MISTRESS. (69) 
Race , mercy & peace be to you : I received your letter: 
I am heartily content ye love & own this oppreſſed and 
wronged cauſe of Chriſt, & that now when ſo many are mib 
carried , ye are in any meaſure taken with the love of Jelw; 
weary not , but comein & ſee if there be not more in Chriſtthe 
the tongue of men & Angels can expreſs : If ye ſeek a gate 0 
heaven, the way in him , or, heisitz What ye want is treaſur 
edupinJeſus, & he faith, 41 his are yours, even his Kingdon, 


he is content to divide it betwixt him & you 2 yes his then | 


Thus 
what 


ter! 
and 
mif 
{us! 
then 
e (0 
afur- 
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his glory , Luk. 21. 29. 7oh. 17.24. Rev. 3. 21. & Therefore 


| take pains to climb up to that beſieged houſe to Chriſt : for de= 


vils, men & armies of temptations are lying about the houſe 
to hold out all that are out , & it is taken with violence: It is 
nota ſmooth & eafie way, neither will your weather be fair & 


| pleaſant; but who ſoever ſaw the inviſible God & the fair city, 
| make no reckoning of ' loſſes or croſſes: i» ye muſt be, coſt 
| you what 1t will ; ſtand not for a price & forall that ye have, to 
| win the caſtle; therightsto it are won to you ,. & it is diſponed 


toyou in your Lord Jeſus's teſtament , & ſee what a fair legacy 
your dying friend Chrift hath left you: And there wanteth noth- 
ing but poſſeſſion. Then get up in the ſtrength of the Lord ; get 
over the water to poſſeſs that good land; It is better then a land 
ef olives & wine=trees, for the tree of life that beare:h rwelve 
manner of fruits every moneth is there before you , & 4 pure river 
of life , clear as cryſtal , proceeding out of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb, is there. Your time is short , therefore loſe no time: 
Gracious ; & faithfull is he who hath called you to his Kingdom 
& glory. The city is yours by free conqueſt & by promiſe, & 
therefore let no uncouth Lord-idol put you from your own, 
The deyil hath cheated the ſimple heir of his Paradiſe , & by 
enticing us to taſte of the forbidden fruit, hath, as it were, 
bought us out of our kindly heritage : But our Lord , Chrifh 
Jeſus, hath done more then bought the deyil by , for he hath 
redeemed the wodſet & made the poor heir free to the inheritan- 
&, If we knew the glory of our elder brother in heaven , we 
would long to be there to ſee him , & to get our fill of heayen £ 
Wechildren think the earth a fair garden , but it is but God's out- 
held & wilde , cold , barren ground: All things are fading that 
aehere : It isour happineſs to make ſure Chriſt to our ſelves, 
Thus remembring my love to your husband & wishing to him 
what I write to you, I commit you to God's tender mercy. 


Aberd. Sept. 13. Tours in his ſweet Lord. 
1637, TZeſus, S.R* 
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To the Lady 
CRAIGHATLTE. 


Honourable aud Chriſtian Lady. (70) 


CG Race , mercy & peace be to you : I cannot. but writeto {tl 


your La : of the {ſweet & glorious termes I am in with the 
moſt joyful King that ever was, under this well thriveing & pro. 


ſperous croſs:it is my Lord's ſalyation wrought by his own right 
hand , that the water doeth not ſuffocat the breath of hope Þ ti 


& joyſull courage in the Lord Jeſus; For his own perſon is ll 


in the camp with his poor ſouldier, I ſee , the croſs is tied 


with Chriſt's hand to the end of an honeſt profeſſion ; We are 
but fools to endeavour to looſe Chriſt's knot, When I confid- 
er the comforts of God , I durſt not conſent to ſell or wod-ſt 
my shart life-rent of the croſs of the Lord Jeſus. I know that 


Chriſt bought with his own blood a right to ſanQified & bleſſed | 


eroſles, in as far, as they blow me oyer the water to my long 
defired home: & it were not good that Chriſt should be the buy. 
er & I the ſeller. I know time & death $hall take ſufferings 
fairly off my hand: I hope we shall have an honeſt parting t 
night, when this piece cold & froſty afternoon-tide of my evil 
& rough day, $hall be over: Well is my' foul of either ſweet 
or ſowre that Chriſt hath any part or portion in : if he beatthe 
one end of it, it shall be well with me. I shall die ere [libel 
faults againſt Chriſt's croſs ; is shall have my teſtimonial under 
my hand, as an honeft & ſaving mean of Chriſt for mortifics 
tion & faith's growth, I have a ſtronger aſſurance ſince l came 
over Forth , of the excellency of Jeſus then I had before. Iam 
xather about him then in him, while I am abſent from him in 
this houſe of clay : But I would þe in heaven for no other cauſe, 
bur to eſſay & try , what boundleſs joy it muſt be, to be oye! 


head & ears in my welbeloved Chriſt's loye. O that fair one hati 


my heart for evermore.! but alas, it is over little for him ! 0 
if it were better & more worthy for his ſake! OQifI might met 
with him face to face in this fide of cternity , & might -_ 
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leave to plead with him that I am ſo hungred & famished here ; 


| with the niggardly portion of his loye that he giveth me! O 


that I might be carver & ſteward my ſelf at mine own will of 
Chriſt's love! [if I may lawfully wish this] then would Ien- 
large my veſſel [alas, a narrow & ebbe ſoul ] & take ina ſea 
of his love, My hunger for it is hungry & lean in beleeying 


that ever I shall be ſatisfied with that love, ſo fain would [ 
have, what I know I cannot hold. O Lord Jeſus , delight. 


eſt thou , deligh teſt thou to pine & torment poor ſouls with the 


| want of thy incomparable love ! Oif Idurlt call thy diſpenſa- 
| tion cruell! I know thou thy ſelf art mercy without either brim 


or bottom 3 I know thau art a God bankfull of mercy & love, 


ied Þ but Oh alas , little of it cometh my way : I die to look a far 


off to that love, becauſe I can get but little of it: But hope 
fith , this providence $shall ere long lovuk more favourably we 
pon poor bodies, & me alſo, Grace be with your Ls : Spirit. 


 Aberd. Sept. 10. Tours La: in his fuweet Lord 


1637, leſs: S. R. on 
To Mr JAMES HAMIL TON. 
Reverend & dear Brother. (71) 5 


P Eace be to you from God our farher and from our Lord ſe- 
ſus, I am laid low when I remember what I am , an1 that 
my out-ſide caſteth ſuch a luſtre when I finde fo little within. It 


is a wonder that Chriſt's glory is not defiled in running through 
ſuch an unclean & impure channel: But I ſee Chriſt will be 


Chriſt in the dreg and refuſe of men: his art, hisshining wiſ- 


dom , his beauty ſpeaketh loudeſt in blackneſs , weakneſs, dead-_ 


neſs, yea in nothing. I ſee, nothing , no money , no worth 
no good, nolife, no deſerving isthe ground that omnipotency 


 delighteth to draw glory out of. O how ſweet is the inner (ide 


of the walls of Chriſt's houſe , and a room beſide himſelf! my 
diſtance from him maketh me fad, O that we were in others 
arms! Q that the middle things betwixt us: were removed } 
OT Om ns” "On W.4 1 findo 
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T finde it a difficult matter to keep all tots with Chriſt : when he 
lagheth I ſcarce beleeve it, I would ſo fain have it true. By 
I am hke a low man looking upto a high mountain , whog 
wearineſs and fainting overcometh, I would climb up, bu] 
finde that I doe not advance in my journey as I would wish: Ye 
I truft he shall take me home againſt night, I maryel notthy 


Antichriſt in his ſlaves is ſo buſic , but our crowned King ſee þ 
and beholdeth , and will ariſe for Lion's ſafety. I am exceedingly | 


diſtracted: with letters and company that viſite me ; what Ian 
doe , or time will permit , I shall not omit : Excuſe m 
brevity , for I am ſtraitned, Remember the Lord's priſoner; 
I delire to be mindfull of you. Grace , grace be wirh you. 


Aberd. Sept, 7, Tours in his ſweet Lond 
1637. Teſw. S. R. 


To Mr GEORGE DUMBAR. 


Reverend & Dearly beloved in the Lord, (72) 


G Race , mercy & peace be to you 2 Becauſe your words 
have ſtrengthened many , I was filent expecting ſome 
lines from you in my bonds, & this is the cauſe why I wrote net 
to you: but now I am forced to break off and ſpeak. I never 
beleeved till now , that there was ſo much to be found in Chriſt 
In this ſide of death and of heaven. O the ravishments of hes- 
venly joy that may be had here, in the ſmall gleanings of coms 
forts that fall from Chriſt! what fools are we who know not 
and conſider not the weight and the telling that is in the very 
earneſt-penny & the firſt fruits of our hoped for harveſt ! How 
ſweet, how tweet is our infeftment ? O what then muſt perſon» 
al poſſeſſion be? I finde that my Lord Jeſus hath not miſcooked 
or {pilt this ſweet croſs, he hath aneye on the fire and the melt- 
ing gold., to ſeparate the met all and the droſs. O how much 
time would it take me, to read my obligarions to Jeſus my 
Lord, who will neither have the faith of his own to be burntto 
ashes ; nor yet will haye a poor beleeyer ia the fire to be halt _ 
| iks 
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like Ephraim*s unturned cake this is the wiſdom ofhim who hath 
his fire in Zion and his furnace in Jeruſalem, I need not either 
bud or flatter temptations. croſſes , nor ſtrive to buy the Devil or 
this malicious world by , or redeem their kindneſs with half a 
hand-breadth of truth ; He who is ſurety for his ſeryant for 
good doeth powerfully over-rule all that. I ſee my priſon hath 


{ neither lock nor door; I am free in my bonds , aud my chains 
| are made of rotten ftraw , they shall not bide one pull of faith. I 


am ſure they are in hell whowould exchange their torments with 
our croſſes , ſuppoſe they should never be delivered , & give 
twenty thouſand years torment to boot , to be in our bonds for 


| ever: & therefore we wrong Chriſt who ſigh & fear & doubt & 


deſpond in them. Our ſufferings are washen in Chriſt's blood 
as well as our ſouls ; for Chriſt's merits bought a bleſſing 
to the croſſes of the ſons of God ; and Jeſus hath a back- 
bond of all our temptations, that the free warders shall come 
out by law and juſtice , in reſpe& of the infinite and great . 
ſumme that the Redeemer paid. Our troubles ow usa free paſſage 


through them 2 devils and men and croſſes are our debters, and }.. 


death and all ſtorms are our debters , to blow our poor toſſed 
bark over the water fraught-free , & to ſet the travellers in their 
own known ground: Therefore we 5ha# die &- yet tive: we 
are over the water [ſome way] already; we are married , & our 
tocher-good is payed ; we arealready more then conquereurs : 
If the devil and the world knew how the court with our Lord 
Shall goe, I am ſure they would hire death to take us off their 
hand; our ſufferings are the onely wrack & rnine of the black 
Kingdom : and yet a little & the Antichriſt muſt play himſelf 
with the bones & {lain bodies of the Lamb's followers;but with- 
all we ſtand with the hundred fourty & four thouſand who are 
with the Lamb upon the top of mount Sion : Antichriſt & his 
followers are down in the valley ground , we have the adyan« 
tage of the hill : our temptations are alwayes beneath , our 
waters are beneath our breath z as dying aud behold we livei I 


ever heard before of a living death , or aquick death , but 


ours , our death is not like the comman death ; Chriſt's 5skill : his 


handy work & a new caſt of Chriſt's admirable art may be ſeen 
in 
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in our quick death, I bleſs the Lord thatall our troubles com 


through Chriſt's fingers, &- that he caſteth ſugar amony ff 
them, andcaſteth in, ſome ounce weights of heayen and k | 
the ſpirit of glory | that reſterh on ſuffering beleevers] in ow Þþ 


cup in which there is no taſte of hell. My dear Brother, ye 


know all theſe better then I: I ſend water to the ſea, to ſpeakd| 
theſe things to you ++ But it eaſeth me to deſire you to help me 
to pay tribute of praiſe toJeſus. O what praiſes I ow him!1Þ 
would I were in my free heritage, that I might begin topy 


my debts to Jeſus. I entreat for your prayers & praiſes: 
forget not you. | 
Aberd. Sept. 17. Tour brother ard fellow ſufferer in 
1'637. and for Chriſt. S. R, 


To Mr DAVID DICKSON. 


Reverend and welkeloved brother in the Lord, (73) 


] bleſs the Lord who hath ſo wonderfully ſtopped the on-going 
of that lawleſs proceſs againſt you. The Lord reigneth, & 
| hath a faving eye upon you & your miniſtery , & thereforefear 
not what men can doe. I bleſs the Lord that the Irish miniſters 
finde employment , & the profeſſors comfort of their miniſtery? 
Beleeve me, I durſt not, as Iam now diſpoſed , hold an ho- 
neſt brother out of the pulpit : Itruſt , the Lord shall guard you 
& hide you in the shadow of his hand : I am not pleaſed with 
any that are againlt you in that. I ſee this, in proſperity mens 
conſcience will not ſtart at ſmall fins - But if ſome had been 
where I have been ſince I came from you , a little mote would 
have cauſed their eye water & troubled their peace. O how 
ready arc we to incline to the world's-hand ? Our arguments 
being well examined are often drawn from ourskin : the whole 
skin & a peacable tabernable ia a topick maxime in great requelt 
in our Zogick. I finde a little breeding of God's ſeed in this 
town , for the which the Doftors have told me their minde, 
that they cannot bear with it , and have examined and threat- 
ned the people that haunt my company - I fear I get not leave 
to winter here , and whither I goe , I know not; Iam Fen 
oY 2 0 at 
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at the Lord's call, I would I could make acquaintance with 
Chriſt's croſs, for I finde , comforts lie to, & follow upon the 
| croſs, I ſuffer in my name by them - I take it as a part of the 
| crucifying of the old man : Let them cut rhe throat of my credit 
| &doeas they like beſt with it , when the wind of their calum- 
| nics hath blown away my = name from mein the way to 
heaven, I know Chriſt will take. my name out of the mire & 
| wash it & reſtore it tome again, I would have a minde (if the 
{ Lord would be pleaſed to give me it) to be a fool for Chriſt's ſake. 
Sometimes while 1 have Chriſt in my arms, I fall aſleep with 
the ſweetneſs of his preſence , and he in my ſleep ſtealeth away 
out of my arms, & when Iawakel miſs him. Iam much com- 
forted with my Lady Pitſtigo , a good woman & acquainted with 
God's awayes, Grace be with you. 
| Aberd. Sept. 11. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſus, 5-R. 
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To the right honourable , my Lord 


L 0 WW D O0 UM 
Right honourable.” (75) 


G Race mercy & peace be to your Lo: I rejoyce exceedingly 
> that I hear your Lo : hath a good minde to Chriſt & his 
now-born-down truth, My wery dear Lord , goe on in the 
ſtrength of the Lord to carry your honour & worldly glory to the 
new Feruſalem : For this cauſe your Ls - received theſe of the 
Lord: this is a ſure way for the eſtablishment of your houſe if ye 
be of theſe who are willing in your place to build Zion's old 
waſte places in Scorland, Your Lo : wanteth not God*s & man's 
law both , now to come tothe ftreets for Chriſt ; & ſuppoſe the 
baſtard laws of man were againſt you , it is an honeſt & zealous 
errour, if here yelip againſt a point or punctilio of ſtanding po+- 
licy : when your foot {lippeth in ſuch known ground as is the ro» 
yal prerogative of our high & moſt truly dread Soveraign [ who 
hath many crowns on his head] & the liberties of his houſe, he 
Vill hold you up, Blefſed shall they be who take Babe? little m— 
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& dash their heads againſt ſtones: I wish your Lo: have a share 
of thar bleſſing with other worthy Nobles in our land. It is true, 
it is now accounted wiſdom for men to be partners in pulling uy 


the ſtakes & looſing the cords of the tent of Chriſt : but I am per. þ 


ſwaded, that, that wiſdom is cried down in heaven,& shall neyer 


paſſe for true wiſdom with the Lord , whoſe word crieth shame | 
upon wit againſt Chriſt &trnth : & accordingly it shall prove Þ 
Shame & confuſion of face in the end, Our Lord hath given your | 


Lo: light of a better ſtamp, & learning alſo wherein ye are not be. 
hinde the d:ſputer and the ſcribe. O what a bleſſed thing is it to ſee 
Nobility , Learning & SanCiification , all concurre in one! 
For theſe ye ow your ſelf to Chriſt & his Kingdom : God 
hath be-wildered & bemiſted the wit & the learning of the 
ſcribes & diſputers of this time; they look aſquint to the Bible: 
This blinding & be-miſting worla blindfoldeth mens light, 
that they are affraid to ſee ſtraight out before them , nay their 
very light playeth the knave , or worſe to truth. Your Lo : knows 
eth, within alittle while, Policy againſt truth will blush , &the 
works of men shall burn,even their ſpider-web,who ſpin out me- 
ny hundred ells & webs of indifferencie in the Lord's worship, 
moe then everMoſes,who would have an hoof matteriall;& Danie, 
who would have a look ont at a window a matter of life & death, 
then ever [I ſay] theſe men of God dreamed of. Alas , that men 
dare shape, carye , cut & clippe our King”s prneey Teſta- 
ment in length and breadth and in all dimenſions an{werable 
to the conceptions of ſuch policy as a head - of - wit thinketh 
a ſafe and trim way of ſerving God, How have men for- 
gotten the Lord , that they dare goe againſt even that 
truth which once they preached themſelves, howbeit their 
fermons now be as thin ſown as ſtraw-berries in a wood or 
wilderneſs, Certainly the ſweeteſt & ſafeſt courſe is, for this 
Short time of the afternoon of this old & declining world, to 
ſtand for Jeſus: he hath ſaid it & it is our part to beleeveit, 
that ere it be long Time shall be 10 more , and the heaven shall 
wax old as a garment : Doe we not ſee it already on old hollie & 
threed-bare garment ? doeth not creple & lame nature tell us, 
that the Lord will fold up the old garment, andlay it aſide oY 

| that 
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that the heavens $hall be folded together as a ſcroll & this peft- 
houſe shall be burns with fire,&that both plenishing &walls shall 
melt with fervent heat ? -for at the Lord's coming he will doe 
with this earth as men doe with aleper houſe,he wil burn the 


| walls with fire & the plenishing of the houſe alſo, 2 Pet. 3, 10,11 , 


12. My wory Deay Lord, how $hall ye rejoyce in that day to have 


| Chriſt, Angels , heaven , & your own conſcience to {mile upon 
L you.” I am perſwaded one fick night through the terrors of the 
K Almighty , would make men | whoſe conſcience hath ſuch 


a wide throat as an image like a Chathedral Church would 
goes down it ] have other thoughts of Chriſt and his wor- 
zhip then now they pleaſe themſelves with, The ſcarcity of 
faith in the earth ſaith , We are hard upon the laſt nick of time: 
Bleſſed are theſe who keep their garments clean againſt the 
bridegroum®s coming : There s$hall be ſpotted clothes & many 
defiled garments at his laſt coming ;3 & therefore few found 
worthy to walk with him in white. I am perſwaded , my 
Lord, this poor travelling woman , our pained Church , 1s 
with childe of victory & s$hall bring forth a man-childe that 
$hall be caught up to God & his throne, howbeit the Dragon 
[in his followers ] be attending the childe-birth-pain , as aw 
Egiptain midwife ; to receive the birth & ſtrangle it: Ia, 29:8, 
But they shall be diſappointed who thirſt for the deſtruction of 
Lion,they shall be aswhen a hungry man dreameth that he eateth 


| but behold he awaketh &his ſoul is empty,or when a thirſty man 


dreameth,that he drinketh but behold he awaketh &is faint & his 
foul is not ſatisfied:ſo shall it be,I ſay,with the multitude of all the 
nations that fight againſt mount Zion. Therefore the weak , & 
feble, theſe that are as ſignes & wonders in Iſrael, have choſen 
the beſt fide , even the fidethat victory is upon ; & Ithink , this 
5 no evil policy. Verily tor my ſelf , I am ſo well pleaſed with 
Chriſt & his noble & honeſt born croſs, this croſs that is come 
of Chriſt's houſe, & is of kin to himſelf, that Ishould weep if it 
Should come to niffering & bartering of lots & condition with 
theſe that are at eaſe in Zion : I hold ſtill my choice & bleſſe 
my ſelf in it. I ſee , & I beleeve there is ſalvation in this way that 
every where ſpoken againſt;I hope to goc to eternity & to ven» 
; rure 
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ture upon the laſt evil ro the ſaints , even upon death , fully pen 
ſwaded that this onely , even this, is, the ſaving way for racks 
conſciences & for weary & laden ſinners to finde eaſe & peace 
for eyermore into: & indeeditis not for any worldly reſpe& thx 
I ſpeak ſo of it : the weather is not ſo hot that I have great cauſe 
to ſtartle in my priſon , or to boaſt of that entertainment that 
good friends, the Prelats, intend for me , which is banishmen, 
if they shall obtain their deſire & effeuat what they deſign; 
but let it come, I rue not that I made Chriſt my waile & my 
choice ; I think him ay the longer the better. My Lord , It hal 
be good ſervice to God to hold your noble friend & Chief upon 
a good courſe for the truth of Chriſt. Now the very God «f 
peace eſtablish your Lo : in Chriſt Jeſus unto the end. 
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To the Laird of 
GATLITST EAST H. 


Much honoured Sir, (76) 


fo Race, mercy & peace be to you : I can doe no more but 
thank you in paper, & remember you to him whom 
ſerye , for your kindneſs & care of a priſoner. I bleſs the Lord, 
the cauſe I ſuffer for needeth not to blush before Kings ; Chrif 
white , honeſt & fair truth needeth neither wax pale tor fear , nor 
blush for shame. I bleſs the Lord who hath graced you to own 
Chriſt now , when ſo many are affraid to profeſs him , & hide 
him for fear they ſuffer loſs by avouching him. Alas that ſo many 
10 theſe dayes are carried with the times: As if their conſcience 
rolled upon oyled wheels ſo doe they goe any way the wind 
bloweth them , & becauſe Chriſt is not mayket-ſweet , men put 
him away from them. Worthy g&* much honoured Sir , goe ont 
own Chriſt & his oppreſſed truth : The end of ſufferings for the 
Goſpel is reſt and gladneſ.; light & joy is ſown for the mpurt 
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ersin Zion and the harveſt [which is of God's making for time 
& manner} is neer : Crofles have right & claim to Chriſt in his 
members, till legs & arms & whole myſtical-Chriſt be in heaven: 
There will be rain & hail & ſtorm iri the ſaints clouds , ever till 
God cleanſe with fire the works of creation, & till he burn the 
botch-houlſe of heaven & earth that mens fin hath ſubjeRed unto 
vanity. They are bleſſed who ſuffer & ſin not, for ſuffering is 
the badge that Chriſt hath put upon his followers: take what 
way we canto heaven , the way is hedged up with crofles , 
there is no Way , but to break through them ; wit & wiles , shifts 
& laws will not finde out away about the croſs of Chriſt but we 
muſt through, one thing by experience my Lord hath taught 
me; rhat the waters betwixt this & heaven may all be ridden it 
we be well hors'd, I mean if we be in Chriſt , & not one shal 
drown by the way but ſuch as love their own deſtruction. Oh 
if vecould watt on for a time & beleeye itr the dark the falvation 
| of God ! At leaſt we are to beleeye good of Chriſt till he give us 
| the lip [which 1s impoſſible] & to take his word for caution 
that he shall fill up all the blanks in his promiſes & give us whats 
we want ; but to the unbelceyer Chrift's Teſtament is white 
dlank, unwritten paper , worthy and dear Sir , {et your face to 
heaven & make you to ſtoop at allthe low entries in the way : 
that ye may receive the Kingdom as a Childez without this, he 
that knew the way ſaid, there is no entry in. O but Chriſt bs 
Evilling to lead a poor ſinner ! O what love my poor ſoul hath 
found in him in the houſe of my pilgrimage! Suppoſe loyein 
heaven and earth were loſt , I dare ſwear it may be found in 
Chriſt, Now the very God of peace eftablish you till the day of 
the glorious appearance of Chriſt, | 


Aberd. Sept. 7. Tours in hu ſweet Lord 
1637: . Feſus, S, R, 
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| Tothe Lady 
GAITGIRTH 


Much honoured & Chriſtian Lady. (77) 


Gb Race , mercy & peace be to you? I long to hear howit | 
goeth with you & your children : I exhort you not to | 
loſe breath nor to faint in your journey , The way is notf þþ 
long to your home as it was, it will wear to one ſtep or an inch 
at length, & ye $hall come ere loag to be within yourarm. 
length of the glorious crown. Your Lord Jeſus did ſweat & 
pant ere he got up that mount, he was at father ſave me withit, 
it was he Who, Plal- 22: 24: ſaid. I am poured out like water; | 
all my bones are out of jo;nt [ Chriſt was as if they had broken 
him upon the wheel ] my heart is like wax , it :s meltedinth 
914ft of m; bowels 'v, 15. My ſtrength is dried up like a pot heard: 
I am ſure ye love the way the better that his holy feet trodit 
before you: Croſſes have a ſmell of croffed & pained Chuilt. 
I beleeve your Lord will not leave you to die your alone inthe 
way. I know ye have ſad hours when the comforter is hidun- 
der avail & when ye inquire for him: & finde but a toom neſt: 
This I grant is but a cold good - day when the ſeeker miſſeth M 
him whom the ſoul loveth; but even his nakindneſs is kind, hi 
abſence lovely , his mask a ſweet ſight, till God ſend Chil f 
himſclt in his own ſweet preſence:make his ſweet comforts your 
own , & be not ſtrange & shame- faſt with Chriſt : homely det: 
ing is beſt for him. it 1s his liking. When your winter ſtorm || F 
are over , the ſummer ot your Lord $hall come : Your ſadnebuJj ©, 
with childe of joy , he will doe you goodin thelatter end. Tay y,.. 
no heavier lift of your children then your Lord alloweth, gif yz. 
th-m room beſide your heart , but not in the yolk of your heart, F (,. 
where Chriſt should be; for then they are your idols , not your 
bairns: .if your Lord rake any of them home to his houſe betor ; 
the ſtorm come on, take it well, the owner of the orchard mi 
take down two or three apples off his own trees before midfunt 
Mer & ere they get the harveſt ſun , & it would not be ſeem) 
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that his ſervant, the gardiner , should chide him for & + Let 
our Lord pluckt his own fruit at any ſeaſon he pleaſcth ; th 


arenot loſt to you , they are laid up ſo well as that they are cof- 
| fered in heaven where our Lord's beſt jewels lie : they are all 
| free good ; thatare there , death can have no law to arreſt any 


thing that 1s within the walls of the new Feruſalem. All the ſaints, 
becauſe of fin., arc like old ruſty horologies that muſt be taken 


ter caſe then before; Sin hath ruſted both ſoul & body: our dear 
Lord by death taketh us down to ſcour the wheels of both, & 
to purge us perfectly from the root and remainder of fin , & we 
hall be ſet up in better caſe then before. Then pluck up your 
heart, heaven is yours, & that is a word tew can ſay. Now the 
great Shepherd of the sheep & the very God of peace confirm & 
eſtablish you to the day of the appearance of Chriſt our Lord, 


Aberd. 7 Sept. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Teſus, S'R. 


Tohisrevend + very dear brother 
Mr. GEORGE GILLESPIE. 


My very Dear Brother. (78) 


Received yours : Iam ſtill with the Lord , his croſs hath 
Fan that which I thought impoſſible once; Chriſt keepeth 

trylt in the fire & water with his own , & cometh ere our 
breath goe out & ere our blood grow cold. Blefled are they 
whoſe feet eſcape the great golden net that is now ſpread : it 1s 
our happineſs to take the crabbed , tough & poor ſide of Chrift's 
world, which is a leaſe of croſſes & loſſes for him ; for Chriſt's 
In;comes & caſualities that follow him are many : & itis not a 
little one, that a good conſcience may be had in following him 
this is true gain & moſt to be laboured for & loved. Many give 
Chriſt for a Shadow , becauſe Chriſt was rather beſide their cons 
= L 2 {ſcience 
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ſcience in a dead & reprobate light , then in their conſcience, Let 
us be ballaſted with grace , that we be not blowen over & that we 


ſtaggar not. Yetalittle while & Chriſt & his redeemed ones $hall | 
fill the field & come out viorious: Chriſt's glory of triumphing | 


in Scotland is yet in the bud & in the birth , but the birth cannat 


prove an abortive: He shall not faint nor be diſcouraged tiÞ he have | 
brought forth judgement unto viftory. Let us ſtill mhndeour Cove, F 


2ant : &the yery God of peace be with you. 


Aberd. 9 Sept. Tour Brother in Chrif 
1637. S.R, 


———_— 
— 


—_—_— 


Reverend er Deav Brother. (79) 


am refreshed with your letters: I would take all well atmy 
Lord's hands that he hath done , Tf I knew I could doe my 
Lord any ſervice in my ſuffering; ſuppoſe my Lord would 
make a ſtop- hole of me to fill a hole in the wall of his houſe, 
ora pinning in Zion's new work : For any place of truſt in my 
Lord*s houſe , as ſteward or chamberlain , or the like: ſurely 
I think my ſelf [my very dear brother , I ſpeak not by any proud 
figure or trope] unworthy of it; nay Tam not worthy to ſtand 
behinde the door :; if my head & feet & body were: half out, 
halfin, in Chriſt's houſe, ſol faw the fair face of the Lord 
the houſe , it would ſtill my greining & love-ſick defires, When 
T hear tharthe men of God are at work & ſpeaking in our Lord 
Jeſus his name , I think my ſelf but an out-caſt or out-law cha- 
{ed from the City to lie on the hills & live amongſt the rocks& 
out-fields. O that I might but ſtand in Chriſt's our-houſe , or 
hold a candle in any low vault of his houſe ! But I know this is 
but the vapours that ariſe out of a quarrelleus & unbeleeving 
heart, to darken the wiſdom of God. And your fault is juſt 
mine , that I cannot beleeve my Lord's bare & nakedword : [ 
mult either haye an apple to play me with & shake —_ = 
U 


To Hr MATHEW MOWAT. 
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Chriſt » & have ſeal , caution , & witneſs to hisword , orel{e 


| Icount my ſelf looſe ; howbeit I have the word & faith of 2 
| King- Oh, I am made of unbelief & cannot ſwim but wher®. 
| my feet may touch -the ground ! Alas, Chrift under m 
| temprations 1s preſented to me aslying- waters, as ady vour 

| acouſene: ! We can make ſuch a Chriſt as temptarions [ caſt- 
| ing us in 2 night-dream] doeth feign. & diviſe [& tempt- 
| ations repreſent Chriſt ever unlike bimſelf] & we in our folly 


liten to the tempter. If I could miniſter one ſaving word to 


| any, how glad would my ſoul be: But I my felt [whichis 
| my greateſt evil] often miſtake the croſs of Chriſt - For I 
| know if we had wit & knew well that eaſe flayeth us fools, we 


would defire a market where we might barter or niffer our lazie 
caſe with a profitable croſs ; howbeit there be an out-caft natur- 
al berwixt our defires & tribulation: But ſome give a dear 
qui” pop for phyſick which they love not & buy ſickneſs, 

owbeit they wish rather -to have been whole then to be fick. 
But ſurely, Brother, ye shall not have my advice [ howbeit 
alas I cannot follow. it my ſelf} to contend with the honeſt 
& faithfull Lord of the houſe; for goe heor come he, heis ay 
racious 1n his departure! There are grace & mercy & lovs 
ing kindneſs upon Chriſt's back- parts: & When he'goeth 
Way , the proportion of his face, the image of that fair ſun 
that ſtayeth in eyes, ſenſes & heart after he is gone, leaveth a 
maſsof love behind it in the heart, The ſound of his knock 
at the door of his beloved after he is gone & paſt, leayeth a 
thare of joy & ſorrow both: So we have ſomething to feed 
_ till he return, & heis more loved in his departure , & 
after he is gone then before , as the day in the declining of the ſun 
& toward*s the evening is often moſt defired. And as far 
Chriſt's croſs I never received evil of it , but what was of mine 
own making: when I miſcooked Chriſt's phy fick,no marvel that; 
It hurt me: For finceit was on Chriſt's back it hath alwayes 


a ſweet ſmell & thefe 1600 Years it keepeth the ſmell of 


Chriſt: nay it is elder then that too, for it is a long time ſince 
Abi firſt hanſePd the croſs & had it laid upon his shoulders & 
down from him all alongft to this very day all the ſaints have 

: - "hs 3 known 
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known what itis, I am glad that Chriſt hath ſuch a relation to 
this croſs, & that it is called zhe croſs of ou; Lord Feſta , Gal. 6,14. 
Hi: repr-achzs, Heb. 13. 13. As it Chriſt would claim it as his 
proper goods, & ſo it cometh in the reckoning among Chri'ſts 
own property : If it were ſimple cvil, as fin is, Chriſt, whois 
not the authur nor owner ot {tin , would not own 1t. I wonder 
at the enemies of Chriſt [in whom malice hath run away with 
wit , & will is up & wit down] that they would ctlay to lift up 
the fone laid in Z'07 + ſurely it 1s not laid in tuch ſinking ground 
as that they can raiſe it or remove it ; for when we are 1n their 
belly & they have iwallowed us down , they will be ſick & ſpye 
ps out again. I know Ziow & her Husband cannot both ſleep at 
once: I beleeve our Lord once again shall water with his dew 
the withered hill of mount Z.or in Scotland & come down & 
make a new marriage again , as he did long ſince. Remember 
our Covenant : Your excuſe for your advice to me 1s needleh; 
Alas, many ſit beſide light as ſick foiks beſide meat & cannot 
make uic of it, Grace be with you. 


Aberd. Sept. 7 Tour Brother in Chriſt 
©; + es S. R. 


_e—_—y I——— 


| To «e Mr. 
FORE MEINE. 


Dear Brother, (80) 
Received your letter: I cannot but teſtifie under mine own 
I | hand , that Chriſt is ſtill the longer the better , & that the 
 timeis the rymeof loves. When T have ſaid all I can , others may 
begin & fay, I have ſaid nothing of him, I never. knew Chil 
to'ebbe or flow , wax or wane : his winds turn not when te 
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neighbourhood with ſuch a ſecond , & let him alone ! My 
unbelief made many black lies, but my recantation to Chriſt 
is not worth the hearing. Surely he hath burn with ſtrange 
oides in me: He knoweth my heart hath not naturall wir to 
keep quarters with ſuch a Saviour, Ye doe well to fear your 
own backiliding : I had ſtood ſure, if I had in my youth borrow- 
ed Chriſt to be my bottom : But he that bearerth his own 


| weight to heaven , shall not fail to ſlip & ſink, Ye had no need to 


be bare-footed among the thorns of this apoſtat generation , leſt 
2 ſtob ſtrike up in your foot & cauſe you to halt al your 
dyes: And think not , Chriſt will doe with you in the 
matter of ſuffering as the Pope doeth in the matter of lin: Ye 
hall not finde that Chriſt will {ell a Diſpenſation or give a Dy+ 
your's Protetion againſt croſſes : Crofſes are proclaimed as 
common Accidents to all the ſaints, & in them ſtandeth a part 
of our communion with Chriſt: But there lieth a ſweet caſua= 
lity to the croſs , even Chriſt's preſence & his comforts when 
they are ſaniftied Remember my love to your father & mos 
ther, Grace be with you. | 


Aberd. 7. Sept. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637 - | Feſua.S.R. 


—I—_———— 


T7 JOHN FLEEMING. 
 Bailiffe of Leith, ($1) 


Much honoured m the Lord. 


'> Race, mercy & peace be to you: I am ſtill in good termes 
with Chriſt , however my Lord's wind blow, I have the 
advantage of the calm & ſunny ſide of Chriſt. Devils , & 
hell, & Devil's ſervants , are all blowen blinde in purſuing the 
Lord's little Bride : They shall be as 'a night-aream who fight 
againſt mount Z:om. Worthy Sir , I hope ye take to heart the 
worth of your calling : This great fair & meeting of people 
will skaile ,'& the port.is open for us: As faſt as time wearcth 
out, we flee away : Eternity is at our elbow, O how bleſſed 
L 4 are 
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arethey who in time make Chriſt ſure for themſelves; Salvation 
Is a great errand ; I finde it hard tofetch heaven. Oh that we 
could take pains on our lamps for the Bridegroom'*s coming ! the 
other fide of this world will berurned up incontinent , & up shall 
aown , & theſe that are weeping in {ack-cloth shall triumph 
on white horſes, with him whoſe name 1s The word of Gul, 


_ dying idols, the fair creatures that we whorishly love Þ 
better then our Creator , will paſs away like ſnow water. The Þ} 
Godhead, the Godhead, acommunion with God in Chriſt,to | 


be halyers with Chriſt of the purchaſed houſe & inheritancein 
heaven,should be your ſcope & aime, For my ſelf, when I lay my 
counts, O what telling O what weighing is in Chriſt ! O how 


oft are his kiſſes !O love, love ſurpaſſing in Jeſus ! I have no fault | 
to that loye,but that it ſeemeth to deal niggardly with me: I have | 
little of it. O thar I had Chriſt's ſeen & read band , ſubſcribed | 
by himſelf, for my fill of it ! What garland haveI, orwhat | 


crown, if I looked right on things, but owe” Oh there is 
No room in us on this ſide of the water for that loye ! This 


Narrow bit earth & theſe ebbe & narrow ſouls can hold liile of | 


it becauſe we are full of riſts. I would glory , glory would ct- 
Jarge us[ as it will] & make us right, & cloſe up our ſeams& 
rYifts, that we might be able to comprehend it , which yetis 
incomprehenſible. Remember my loye to your wife. Grace 
be with yqu. ED 4 : 
Aberd. Sept. 7. Yours in his ſwect Lord 


2639 * Feſus S.R. 


naa——_ 


To ALEXANDER GORDON 
Of E arleſtoun. 


Much honoured Sir. (82) 


Hy On I would have been glad to have ſeen you ; yet | 


ſeeing our Lord hath been pleaſed to break the ſnare of 
your adyerſaries , I heartily bleſs our Lord on your behalf. Our 
groſles for Chriſt are not made of iron, they are ſofter and of 
S - 2 
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more gentle mettal : It is eaſy for God , to make a fool of 
the Devil the father of all fools. As for me, I butbreath out 
what my Lord breatheth in : The ſcum & froth of my letters , 
I father upon my own unbeleeving heart. I know your Lord 
hath ſomething to doe with you , becauſe Satan & malice have 
ghot ſore at you ; but your bowe abideth in it's ſtrength, Ye 


F shall not by my advice be a halyer with Chriſt , to divide the glo- 
| ry of yonr deliverance betwixt your ſelf & him ; or any other 
# ſecond mean whatſveyer : Let Chriſt [as it ſetteth him well] 


have all the glory , & triumph his alone. The Lord ſet him= 
{lf on high in you: I ſee Chriſt can borrow a croſs for ſome 
hours, & ſet his ſervants beſide it , rather then under it, & win 


the plea too , yea & make glory to himſelf & shame to his ene- 
| mies & comfort to his children out of it : But whether Chriſt 
buy or borrow crofles , he is King of croſſes, & King of Devils, 


& King over hell, & King over malice: When he was in the 
grave, he game out , & brought the keys with him : heis Lord- 
ſaylor , nay wharfſay I, he is Captain of the caſtle , & he hath the 


| keys of death & hell ; & what are our troubles but little deaths : & 


he who commandeth the great caſtle commandeth the litle 
alſo, 2, I ſee,a hardned face & two skins upon our browes,againſt 
the winter hail, & ſtormy wind , is meeteft for a poor traveller 
in a winter journey to heaven, O what art is it to learn to endure 
hardneſs & to learn to goe bare-footed either through the deviPs 


| fiery coals or his frozen water ! 3.I am perſwaded a ſea: venture 
| with Chriſt maketh great riches; Is not our King jeſus his ship | 
| coming home, & shall not we get part of the gold? Alas, we fools 


miſcount our gain when we ſeem loſers. Beleeve me, I have 
no challenges againſt this well-born cioſs, for it is come of 
Chriſt's houſe & 1s honourable & is propine, To you it # given 
to ſuffer. O what fools are we to underyalue his gifts, & to 
lightlie that which is true honour! For if wecould befaith- 
full: our tackling shall not looſe, nor our maſt break, nor 


| Our fails blow into the ſea. The baſtard croſſes. the kinleſs & 


baſe-born croſſes of worldings for eyil doing, muſt be heavie 
& grievous; but our afflictions are light & momentany, 4. I 
think my ſclf happy that I have loſt credit with Chriſt , & that 
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in this bargain T am Chriſt's ſworn dyvour , to whom he 
will Iippen nurth ng, no not one pin inthe work of my ſalyz 


tion : Let me ſtand in black and white in the Dyvour- | 


book before Chriſt, I am happy that my ſalvation is con- 


credited to Chriſt's mediation : Chriſt oweth nv faith to 
me, to lippen any thing to me; but O what faith & credit] 
ow to him! Let my name fall & let Chriſt's name ſtand in ho. | 
nour with man & angel. Alas, I havenoroom to ſpread out | 
my affe&ion before God?s people, & I ſee not how I can shout | 
out & cry out the lovelineſs, the high honour & the glory of | 
my faireſt Lord jeſus. Oh that he would let me have a bedto 
lie in , to bedelivered of my birth, that I might paint himout 
in his beauty to men as I dow. 5. I wondered once at providence | 


& called white providence blaek & unjuſt , that I should be ſme. 
thered in a town where no ſoul will take Chriſt off my hand: But 


providence hath another luſtre with God , then with my bliered || 
eyes. I proclaim my ſelf a blinde body who know not black& | 
white in the uncouth courſe of God's providenee. Suppoſe | 
Chriſt would ſet hell where heaven is & devils up in glory belide | 
the ele& Angels [which yet cannot be] I would I had a heart to | 
acquieſce in his way without further diſpute. I ſee, infinite | 
wiſdom is the mother of his judgements & his wayes paſs finding | 


out. 6. I cannot learn, but I deſire to learn to bring my 


thoughts, will, & luſts, in under Chriſt's feet , that he may } 


trample upon them: But alas, I am ftill upon Chri{t*s wrong 
Gde. Grace be with you, 


Aberd. Sept. 12. Yours in his ſcycet Loa ff 


1637. Teſue :% 


7. ROBERT LENNOLR. 
Of Diſaove. 
Worthy & dear Brother. [83] 


} Forget you not in my bonds: I know ye are looking to Chriſ, 
& I beſecch you , follow your look. I can ſay more 
Chrift now by experience | thongh he be infinitly aore 00 
| | young 


_——————— 


of 
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yound all that can be aid of him] then when Iſfaw you. Iam 
drowned oyer head & ears in his love. Sell, fell, fellall things 


* © &r Chriſt, If this whole world were the balk of a ballance , It 


chould not be able to bear tie weight of Chriſt's loye ; man & 


angels have shorr arins to tathom it: Set your, fect upon this 
| piece blew 8 baſe clay of an over-guilded & fair plaiſtercd world; 
| 2n huurs kifling of Chriſt is worth a world of worlds. Sr, make 
| ſurework of your {alvaticn , build not upon ſand , lay. the foun- 
l} dation upon the rock in Z:7z : Strive to be dead to this 
| world & ro your will & Juſts : Let Chriſt have a commanding 


power & a Kings throne in you 2 Walk with Chriſt , hoy beit 


| the wind should take the hide off your face : I promiſe you 
{ Chriſt will win the field s Your paſtors cauſe you to erre ; ex- 


cept you ſee Chriſt's word , goe not one foot with them: Counte- 
nance not the reading of that Romish Service-book: Keep your 

rments clean , as ye would walk with the Lamb clothed in 
white. The wrongs I ſuffer are upon record in heaven: our you 


# Maſter & Judge will be upon us all, & bring us before the ſun in 
$ our blacks & white's: Bleſſed are they who watch & keep them- 
| ſelves in God*s love. Learn to diſcern the Bridegroom?s tongue , 
| & to give your ſelf to prayer & reading. Ye was often a hearer 

of me: I would put my heart blood upon the doctrine I taught , 


asthe onely way to ſalvation : goe not from it , my de ar Brother. 


| WhatT writeto your ſeif,I write to your wife alſo. Minde heaven 


& Chriſt, & keep the ſpunk of the love of Chriſt you have gotten; 


| Chriſt shall blow onit , if ye entertain it , & your end $hall be 
| peace. There 1s a fire in our Zion; but our Lord is but ſeeking a 


new Bride refined & purified out of the furnace. I aſſure you , 


| howbeit we be nick-named Preyitans, all the powers of the world 


Shall not prevail againſt us: Remember , though a ſinfull man 
write it to you, theſe people shall yet be in Scotland as a green 
oliye-tree & a field bleed of the Lord , & it shall be proclaimed 
Ww, up with Chriſt, & aown , down with all contrary powers. Sir , 


pray for me,[I name you to the Lord] for further evil is determt. 
ned againſt me, Remember my love to Chriſtian Murray & 


her daughter : I deſire her in the edge of her evening to 
wait alittie, the King is coming , & he hath ſomething , that 
| she 
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che newer ſaw , with him: heaven is no dream : Come oh 
will teach her beit. Grace , grace be with you. Ty 


Aberd. Sept. 13. Tours in his ſweet Li 
1637. Feſw, S.R. 


- —l 


To MARION Mc KNAUGHT, || t 


Deareſt in our Lord Feſww. (84) 870 


C Ount it your honour that Chriſt hath begyn at you to fin ÞÞ 1. 
you firſt : Fear nor, ſaith the Amer, the true & faithful Þ (4 
witneſs: I write to you, as my Maſter liveth, upon the wor I} 6,9, 
of mY royal King , continue in prayer & in watching , & you 
glorious deliverance is coming :; Chriſt is not far off, a fig, :Þþ x; 
ſtraw for all the bits cf clay that are riſen againſt us: Yeshalf cy 
thresh the mountains & fan then like chaff, Ita. 41. If ye flaky ,, 
your hands at your meetings & your watching to prayer, then ff tg, 
it would ſeem our rock hath fold us; but be diligent & be not F ,q, 
diſcouraged. I charge you in Chriſt rejoyce , give thanks, be-& yg 
leeve, beftrong in the Lord : That burning bush in Gallnuay ſ 
Kwkoudbright shall not be burnt to ashes; for the Lord is in the v; 
bush. Be not diſcouraged that banishment is to be procuredby | «1 
the King's warrand by the Councel, againſt me: the cath vB yi 
my Lord*s; I am filled with his (weet love; & running over: IF , | 
rcjoyce to hear ye are in your journey : ſuch newes as [I hearot &Þ yo 
all your faith & love, rejoyce my ſad heart. Pray for me, for [ 
they ſeek my hurt, but I give my ſelf to prayer, The bleſſing I cg 
my Lord & a priſoner of Chriſt's bleſſing be with you. O choſen Þ my 
& greatly beloved woman , faint not : Fy , fy, it ye faintnow: & tw 
Ye loſe a good cauſe : double your meetings , ceaſe not for Þþ yi 
Zion's ſake, & hoid not your peacc till he make Jeruſalem Þ the 


praiſc in the earth. ent 
Aberd. 1637, Yours in Chriſt Feſiu hil - 


Lard. S, R. 
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2, THOMAS CORBET. 


Log 
bs 


— 
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| 
+ | 


7 


Dear friend. . (85) 


| forget you not : It $shall be my joy that ye follow after 


Chriſt till ye finde him : My conſcience is a feaſt of joy 
to me , that I ſought in ſingleneſs of heart , for Chriſt's 
ſove » to put you upon the King's high-way to our Bride- 
oom & our father's houſe : Thrice bleſſed are ye , my dear 


Brother , if ye hold the way - I beleeve, ye and Chriſt once 


met , I hope ye will not ſunder with him : Follow the coun- 
ſel of the man of God Mr I#illiam Dalgleich. If ye depart 
from what I taught you in a hair-breadth , for fear or fa- 
your of men or deſire of eaſe in this world , I take heaven 
&earth to witneſs that ill shall come upon you in end; Build 
not your neft here : The world is an hard ill made bed, 
no reſt in it , for your ſoul; awake, awake , & make haſte ' 
to ſeek that pearl Chri#., that this world ſceth not. Your night 
and your Maſter Chriſt , will be upon you within a clap ; 


J = hand-breadth of time will not bide you : Take Chriſt , 


owbeit a ſtorm follow him : howbeit this day be not yours 
& Chriſt's , the morrow will be yours & his. I would not 
exhange the joy- of my bonds & impriſonment for Chriſt , 
with all the joy of this dirty & foul-skinned world. I have 
a loyebed with Chriſt , & am filled with his loye. I deſire 
os wite to doe what I write to you : Let her remember 
ow dear Chriſt would be to her , when her breath turneth 
cold , & the cye-ſtrings shall break. O how joyfull should 
my ſoul be , to know that I had brought on a marriage be- 
twixt Chriſt & that people , few or many; if it be not ſo, I 
will be woe to be a witneſs againſt them, Uſe prayer, love not 
the world , be humble and eſteem little of your ſelf; love your 
encmyes & pray for them; make conſcience of ſpeaking truth 
when none knoweth but God. I nevyereat, but I pray for you 
all. Pray for me :. Ye & I shall ſee one another up in our 
luher's houſe, I rejoyce to hear that your eye is upon com 

OUQVE 
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Follow on , hing on, & quite him not. The Lord Jeſus be yij 
your ſpirit, | 
Aberd. 1637. Teur aff: #10nat Brother ing 
Lord Feſus , S.R. 


Of Earleſtoun. 


Much honoured Sir, (86) 


Race, mercy & peace be to you : I received your letter 
which refreclied me : Except from your ſon & my brother, 
I have ſeen few letters from my acquaintance in that coun- 
trey , which maketh me heavie : But I have the company of 
a Lord, who can teach us all to be kind & hath the right gate 
of it: though for the preſent I have ſeven up's & down's every 


day , yet I am abundantly comforted & feaſted with my King | 
& welbeloved daily : It pleaſeth him to come & dine with a ſad f 


priſoner , & a lvlitary ſtranger : His ſpikenard caſteth a ſmell, 
yet my ſweet hath ſome ſowre mixed with it , where in 


muſt acquieſce, for there is no reaſun that his comforts be too 

cheap , ſeeing they are delicates , why should he not make 
them ſo to his own? But I verily think now, Chriſt hath led Þ 
me up toa nick in Chriſtianity that I was never at before , Ithink | 


all before was but child-hood & buurns-play. Since I departed 
from you , I have been fcalded , while the ſmoak of hell's fire 


went in at my throat , & I would have bought peace witha 


thouſand years torment in hell : & I have becn up alſo , after 
theſe deep down-caſtings & ſorrows , before the Lamb's white 
thrane in my father's inner court, thc great King's dininghall, 
& Chriſt did caſt a covering of jove over me, he hath caſtznin 
a coal in my ſoul, & it is {ſmoking among the ſtraw & keeping the 
hearth warme : 1 look back to what I was before, & I laugh to 
ſee the ſand-houſes I builr when I was a childc, Ar firlt there 
membrance of many fair feaſt-dayes with my Lord Jeſus n 
peY: 


— 


To ALEXANDER GORDON, | 


e Wit p 


7 0ur 
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ablike , which are now changed into ſilent ſabbaths, raiſed 
a great tempeſt , & [if I may ſpeak ſo] made the Devil adoe 
inmy ſoul:the devil came in & would prompt me to make a plea 
with Chriſt, & to lay the blame on him as a hard maſter : But 
now theſe miits are blowen away , & I am not onely ſilenced as 


| to all quarrelling , bur fully fatisfed, Now I wonder that 
I any man living can laugh upon the world or give ita hearty 
| gud-day. The Lord Jeſus hath handled me ſo, that as Iam 


now diſpoſed , I think never to be in this world's common 


| again for a night's lodging : Chriſt beareth me good come 
| pany; he hath eaſed me when I ſaw it not, lifting the croſs 
| off my shoulders, ſo that I think it to be but a feather , be- 

| cauſe underneath are everlaſting arms. God forbid, it came 


to bartering or niffering of croſſes, for I think my croſs ſo 
{ſweet , that I know not where I would get the like of it. Chriſt's 
honey-combs drop ſo abundantly that they ſweeten my gall : 
Nothing breaketh my heart but that I cannot get the daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem to tell them of my bride-groom's. glory : E 


| charge you in the name of Chriſt, that yetell all ye cometo, 


of it , & yet it is above telling & underſtanding. Oh if all 


the kingdom were as I am , except my bonds! they know 


not the love - kiſſes that my onely Lord Jeſus waſteth on a 


| dated priſoner. On my falyation , this is the onely way to 
F the new city, I know Chriſt hath no dumb ſeals; would he 
| put his privy ſeal upon blank paper? he hath ſealed my ſuffers 
ings with comtorts. I write this to confirm you. I write 
| now what I have ſeen as well as heard. Now & then my ſi- 


lence burneth up my ſpirit : But Chritt hath ſaid , rþy ſtipend is 


running up with mtereſt in heaven as if thou wert preaching : And 


this from a King's mouth rejoyceth my heart. At other times, I 
am fad for dwelling in Kedar's tent : There are none [that yet 
know of] but two perſons in this town, that I dare give my 
word for: And the Lord hath removed my brethren & my ac- 
quaintance far from me: & it may be,l be forgotten in the place, 
where the Lord made me the inſtrument to doe ſome good. Bug 
Ikethisis vanity in me: Let him make of me what he pleaſeth, 
if he make falyation out of it tome. Iam tempted & troubled 

that 
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that all the fourteen Prelats should have been armed of Gy 
againſt me onely , while the reſt of my brethren are ſtill preach, 
ing : But Idare not ſay one word but this, it is good , Lord Feſu, 
_—_ thou haſt doneit. Wois me for the virgin daughter, wois 
me for the deſolation of the virgin daughter of Scotland! Oi 
my eyes werea fountain of tears to weep day & night for thy 
poor widow Kirk, that poor miſerable harlot ! Alas that m 

father hath put to the door my poor harlot mother ! Ob for thi 
cloud of black wrath & fury of the indignation of the Lord , thy 


is hanging over the Land. Sir , write to me I beſeech you: 1 Þ 
pray you alſo, be kind to my afflicted brother. Ramembermy þ 


ove to your wife : & The prayers & the bleſſing of the priſone: 


of Chriſt be on you. Frequent your meetings for prayer & com. 


munion with God , they would be ſweet meetings to me, 


Aberd. 16 Febr, Yours in his ſweet Lon 
1637. Feſw. S.R. 


_y —l— 


T7 ROBERT GORDON, 


Of Knockbrex. 
My dear Brother. (87) 


G Race, mercy & peace be multiplied upon you : 1 am. | 
moſt wearying , yea wondering that ye write not to me; | 


though I know it is not forgetfulneſs, As for my ſelf , I an 


dre 


every way well, all glory to God: I was before at a plea with, $I [ 


Chriſt, but it was bought by me & unlavfull ; becauſe his whole 
providence was not yea & nay to my yea & nay , & becauſel 
bcleeved Chriſt's outward look better then his taithfull pro- 
miſe : Yet he hath in patience waited on , while I be come to 


my ſelf, & hath not taken advantage of my weak apprehenſion f 


of his goodneſs : Great & holy is his name: He looketh to what 
I deſire to be , & not to what I am, One thing I haye lear- 
ned , If I had been in Chriſt by way of adheſion onely, 5 


many branches are » I should haye been burnt to ashes, & this Niſm 


world 


hea 


NO) 


am Þ 


with, 
hole 
uſel 
pro- 
e t0 


fions 


what 
leat- 
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- this 
rorld 
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world should have fcen a ſuffering miniſter of Chrift turned (of 
ſomething once in shew] into unſayoury ſalt, But my Lord 


jeſus had a good eye that the tempter should nat play foul play , 


& blow out Chriſt's candle ; he rook no thought of my ſtomackez 
& fretting & grudging humour, but of his own grace: when 
he burnt the houſe he ſaved his own goods; And [ beleeves 
the devil & the perſecuting world shall reap no fruit of me , but 
burnt ashes : for he will tec to his own gold, & fave that fron 
being conſumed with the fire. O what ow I to the file, to the 


| hammer , to the furnace of my Lord Jeſus! Who hath now 
| let mee ſee how good the wheat of Chrilt is , that goeth through 
his mill & his oven , to be made bread for his own table: Grace 
| tried is better then grace, & is more then grace, it is glory ins 


it's infancy, I now ſee, godlineſsis more then the oui=tide & 
this world's paſſements & their butkings: Who knoweth the 
truth of grace without a trial * O how little gettech Chriſt of 
vs, but that which he winneth , [ ro ſpeak 10] with much toil 


| & pains! And how ſoon would faith frieze without a croſs? 


— 


—— -4 
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miggard in giving out to others , what I get for nothing. Brorhy 
eat with me & give thanks: I charge you before God , thatye 
ſpeak to others , & invite them to help me to praiſe. Oh my 
debt of praiſe , how weighty isit, & how far run up ! Ohthy 
others would lend me to pay , & learn me topraiſe! Oh, 1; 
drowned Dyvour! Lord Jeſus, take my thoughts for payment, 
Yet I am in this hot ſummer blenk with the tear in my ee; 
for , by reaſon of my ſilence , ſorrow , ſorrow hath filled me; 
My harp is hanged upon the willow trees, becauſe I am inz 
ſtrange land. I am ſtil kept in exerciſe with envious brethren: 
My mother hath born me a man of contention. 'Write to 
me your minde anent Y- C. I cannot forget him, I know ne 
what God hath to doe with him : & your minde anent my I 
rishoners 'behaviour , & how they are ſerved in preaching ; o | 01 
if there be a Miniſter as yet thruſt in upon them , which I deſir Þ to 
greatly to know , & which I much fear. Dear Brother, year} P? 
in my heart, tolive &to die with you. Viſite me with a let-$ W 
ter; Pray for me: Remember my love to your wife. Grace, ſþ #h: 
Grace be with you : & God who heareth prayer viſite you, &| We 
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kt it be unto vou according to the prayers of. | fe 
Aberd Jan, 1, Tour own Brother & Chriſt't the 
1367. Priſoner. S. R. my 

PR TIO Res CER. 2þ hol 
whe 


To my welbeloved & reverend brother | -n 
Mr. ROBERT BLAIR! 


Reverend & dearly beloved Brother. [88] hay 


G Race, mercy & peace from God our father & from ou 

Lord Jeſus Chrift be to you : It is no great wonder, m 
Dear Brorher, that ye be in heavineſs for a ſeaſon , & that God) 
will in croſſing your detign & defires to dwel amongſt a peoptiſ* 
whoſe God is the Lord , should move you: I deny not, but) 
have cauſe to enquire what his providence ſpeaketh in thist 
you ; but God *'s direCting & commanding will , can by no gout 


logick, be concluded from events of providence, The "uy 


101 
but 21 
Ee « 
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ſent Paul many errands for the ſpreading of his Goſpel , where 
he found lions in his way: apromiſe was made to his people of 
the holy land & yet many nations in the way fighting againſt , 
1a | &ready to kill them who had the promiſe, or keep them from 
- poſſeſſing that good land which the Lord their God had given 


- them. I know ye have moſt to doe with ſubmiſſion of ſpirit ; 
me: | but I perſwade my ſelf , ye have learned in every condition 
12 | wherein ye arecaſt, therein to be content , & to ſay , good is the 
ren: 8 will of the Lord, Jet it be done. I beleeve, the Lord tacketh his 
re to 5bip often to fetch the wind , & that he purpoſeth to bring 


; not | mercy out of your ſufferings & ſilence , which [I know from 
14 | mite own experience] is grievous to you : ſeeing he knoweth 
, off} ourwilling minde to ſerve him , our wages & ſtipend is running 
eſis | tothe fore with our God ; even as ſome ſick ſouldiers get their 
exc pay when then they are bed-faſt & not able to goe to the fields 
1 let. | with others. Though Iſrael be not gatbered yet shall IT be glorious in 
race, | the eyes of the Lord & my God shall be my ſtrength , Iſa. 49.3. & 
1, &þ we are to beleeve it shall be thus ere all the play be played , 
| Fer. 51.35- The violence done to me & my flesh , be upon Babylon , & 
t | the great whore's lovers, «ball the inhabitants of Zn ſay; and 
my blood be upon Caldea , shall Feruſalem ſay , & Zech, 12,2. Be- 
told, Twill make Feruſalem a cup of trembling to all the people about , 
whea they chall be m the ſiege both againlft Fudah and Feruſalemw, 3. 
| and in that day, I will make Feruſalem a burdenſom ſtone for all 
1 puple, they that burden themſelves with it , shall be Lroken in pieces: 
? Þ though all the people of the earth be gathered 2gainſt it. When they 
have eaten & ſwallowed us up , they shall be ſick & vomit us out 
lving men again: the deviPs ſtomack cannot digeſt the Church 
of God. Suffering is the other halfof our miniſtry , howbeit the 
hardeſt : For we would be content our King Jeſus would make 
ah open proclamation & cry down croſles , & cry up joy , glad- 
nels, eaſe, honour, & peace; but it muſt not be ſo,throvgh many af- 
fitions we muſt enter wto the Kingdom of God . not onely bythem, 
but through them muſt we goes & wiles will not take us b 
the croſs : It is folly to think , to. ſteal to heaven wit 
a whole skin. For my ſelf Iam here a priſoner confined in 
1 46rden_, threatned to be removed to Caithneſs , becauſe I 
M 2 deſire 
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defire to edifie in this town; & I am openly preached apainſtin Þþ 
the pulpits in my hearing , & tempted with diſputations by the Þþ 
DoGtors , eſpecially by D. B. Yet I am not ashamied of my 
Lord Jeſus his garland & crown : I would not exchange my 
weeping with the fourteen Prelats painted laughter. At my 
firſt coming here, Itook the Dores at Chriſt & would for ſooth 
fummond him for unkindneſs; I ſought a plea of my Lord & 
was tofſed with challenges, whether he loveth me or not? & 
diſputed all oyer again that he had done to me; becauſe his word Þ 
was a fireshut up in my bowels & I was weary with forbearing; 
becauſe I faid I was caſt out of the Lord's inheritance . but now Þ 
I ſee I wasa fool: My Lord miskend all & did bear with my 
foolish jealouſies & miſkend that ever I wronged his love, and 
nowhe 1s come again with mercy under his wings : I paſt from Þ 
my [ O witleſs] ſummonds: he is God [I ſee} & 1 am man. Now 
it hath pleaſed him to renew his loye to my ſoul , & to date his Þ 
poor priſoner, 'Therefore , my dear Brother , help me topraiſe, Þ { 
& $hew the Lord's people with you , what he hath done tomy f 
ſoul, that they may pray & prayſe: & I charge you,in the named | 
Chriſt, not toomit it ; for, forrhis cauſe I write to you that mp 
ſufferings may glorifie my royal King & edifie his church in Ir» », 
land. He knoweth how one of Chriſt's love- coals hath burnt my 
ſoul with a deſire to have my bondsto preach his glory , whokſt c. 
croſs I now bear, God forgive you if ye doe it not ; But I hope | | 
the Lord will move your heart to proclaim in my behalf, theÞ | 
ſweetneſs, excellency & glory of my royal King. It is buff 
our ſoft flesh that hath raiſed a ſlander on the croſs of Chrilt; fo 
I ſee now the white fideof it: My Lord's chains are all over |. 
guilded, O if Scotland & Ireland had part of my feaſt ! & 
yet I get not my meat but with many ſtrokes. There ar: 
none here to whom I can ſpeak; 1 dwell in Kedar's tent 
Refresh' me with a letter from you : Few know whatis bt 
twixt Chriſt & me. Dear Brother, upon my ſalvation, thi 
is his truth that we ſuffer for; Chriſt would not ſeal a bla 
charter to ſouls. Courage , courage , joy , joy for ere 
more! O joy unſpeakable & glorious! Oh for help tok 
my crowned King on high! O for loye to him who _ 
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| gether lovely ! That love which many waters cannot quench 3 

neither can the floods drown ! I remember you , & I bear 
| your name on my breaſt to Chriſt : I beſeech you forget not 
his afflicted priſoner. Grace , mercy & peace be with you. 
Salute in the Lord from me Mr Cuninghame , Mr Livingſton > 
Mr & ige , Mr Col wart , Q&fc. 


Aberd. Feb. 7, Tour Brother & fellow priſoner, 
I 637. S. R. 


_—_—y 


——_— 


T7 JOHN KENNEDY 
Bailiffe of Ayr. 


Worthy &+ welbeloved Brother [89) 
G Race mercy & peace be unto you : Iam yet waiting what 


| LSour Lord will doe for his afflicted church, & for my re- 
{ entry to my Lord's houſe. Oh that I could hear the forfeiture 
| of Chriſt [now caſten out of his inheritance] recalled & taken 
off by open proclamation, & that Chriſt were reſtored to be a 
Free holder and a landed Hieritour in Scotland : & That the 
| courts fenced in the name of the baſtard Trelats [ their God- 
| father's the Pop's Bailiffes & Sherifes] were cryed down ! Oh 
| how ſweet a ſight were it to ſee all the Tribes of the Lord in this 
| land fetching home again our banished king Chriſt to his own 
| palace, his Sanctuary and his throne! I shall think it mercy to my 
foul, if my faith shall out-watch all this winter night & not nod 
or ſlumber, till my Lord's ſummer day dawn upon me, It is 
'Þ much if faith & hope in the ſad nights of our heavie trial eſcape 

| with a whole skin , & without crack or crook : I confeſs 


unbelief hath not reaſo7 to be either father or mother toit: | for _.. 


unbelief 1s alwayes an irrationall thing] but how can it be, 
but ſuch weak eyes as ours muſt caſt water in a great ſmoke ; on 
| thata weak head should not turn giddy when the water runneth 
deep and ſtrong ? But God be thanked that Chrift in his chil- 
fren can endure a ſtreſs & ſtorm : howbeit ſoft nature would 
Ee IC fall 
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fall dwon in peices, Oh that I had that confidence as to ref 


reſt on this , though he shouid grind me into ſmall powder, & 
bray me into duſt , & ſcatter the duſt to the four winds of hea. 
yen; that my Lord would gather up the powder & make me 
up anew veflel again to bear Chriſt's name tothe world: 1 
am ſure that love botomed & ſeated upon the faith of hisloye 
co me would defire & endurethis, & wouldeven claim & thriep 
kindneſs upon Chriſt's ſtrokes, & kiſs his lovely glooms: 
& both ſpell & read f{alvation upon the wounds made by Chriſt's 


ſweet hands. Oh that I had but a promiſe from the mouthof Þ 


Chriſt, of his love to me ; & then howbeit my faith were as ten- 
der as paper I think longing & dwining & griening of fick 
defires would cauſe it bide out the fiege, till the Lord came 
to fill the ſoul with his love, & I know alſo in that caſe faith 
Should bide green & ſappy at the root, even at midwinter , and 
ſtand out againſt all ftormes: However it be I know Chriſt 


winneth heaven in aiſpite of hell; But I ow as many praiſes Þ 
& thanks to free grace as would lie betwixt me & the ut- þ 
moſt border of the higheſt heayen , ſuppoſe ten thouſand hea Þ 


vens were all laid above other : But oh I have nothing that can 
hire or bud grace, for ifgrace would take hire it were no more 
grace: but all our ability , & the ſtrength of our ſalvation 


1s anchored & faſtened upon free grace: and I am ſure Chil F 
hath by his death & blood caſten the knot ſo {aſt that the fingers Þ 
of devils & hel-fuls of fins cannot looſe it ; & that bond of Þ 
Chriſt [that never yet was nor never shall nor can be regiſtrat- Þ 
ed]ſtandeth ſurer then heaven or the dayes of heaven, asthat Þ 


ſweer pillar of the covenant , whereupon we all hang: 


Chriſt and all hislittle ones under his two wings , & in the com- 


Paſle or circle of his arms, is ſoſure* that caſt him and them 


in the ground of the ſea, he shall come up again & not looſe F 
one : An odde one cannot , nor shall not be loſt in the telling þ 


This was alwayes God's aime fince Chriſt came in the play be: 


twixt him & us, to make men dependent creaturcs : and in the 


work of our ſalvation to put created ſtrength , & arms, & legs 
clay, quit out of play , & out of office & court: & now God 


hath ſubſtituted in our room & accepted his Son the oy” 
of 
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forus & all that we can make. If this had not been I would 


| haye skinked over & foregone my part of paradiſe & ſalvation , 


for a break faſt of dead moth-eaten earth; but now I would 
not give it , nor let it go for more then I can tell : & truly 
they are ſilly fools, and ignorant of Chriſt's worth ['& ſo full 
ill trainzd nd tutoured] who tell: heaven & Chriſt over the 
board , for two feathers or two ſtraws of the devil's painted plea» 
ſures, onely luſtred in the utter ſide, This is our happineſs now , 
that our reckonings at night when eternity shall come upon us , 


E cannot be told 2 weshall be ſo far gainers & ſo far from being ſu- 
| perexpended [ as the poor fools of this world are , who give out 
| their money & get in but black hunger] that Angels cannot lay 


our counts nor {umme our adyantage & in. comes, Who knows» 
eth how far is it to the bottom of our Chriſt, & to the ground 
of our heaven? Who ever weighed Chriſt in a pair of bal- 
lances ? Who hath ſeen the ftoldings., & plyes , and the 
heights and depths of that glory which is in him and kept for us ? 


| Oh for ſuch a heaven as to ftand afar off and ſee & loveand 
| long for him ; whiletime's threed be cut, and this great work 
| of creation diflolved at the coming of our Lord ! Now to hig 


Grace I recommend you. I beſeech vou alſo pray for a re-entry 
tomeinto the Lords houſe , if it be his good will, | 


Aberd. Jan. 6. Yiurs in hu ſ.yeet Lord 
1637. Teſw : S. R. 


> 


F ELIZABETH KENNEDY. 


MISTRESS. (95) 


| (zee mercy and peace be unto you + I have long 


had a purpoſe of writting toyou . but I have been hindred ; 


| T heartily defire that ye would minde your journey ; & conſider 


to what airth your ſoul ſetteth it's face, for all come not home 


& night, who ſuppoſe they have ſet their face heaven-ward : 
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it i$2 woefull thing to die & miſſe heaven, & to loſe houſe-room 


with Chriſt at night - Ir is an evil journey where travellery 


are benighted in the fields, I perſwade my ſelf rhat thoutauds 


Shall be deceived & ashamed of their hope : becauſe they cat 
their anchor in finking ſandsthey muſt loſe it. Till now I knew | 


not the pain , Labour, nor difficulty that there is to win home; 
Nor d1d I underſtand ſo well before this , what that meaneth, 7h 
righte ons shall [carcely be ſaved. Oh how many a poor Profcſlor's 
candle 1s blowen out & neyer lighted again ; I ſee ordinary 
profeſſion , & to be ranked an ongſt the children of God, 
& to have a name among men , is now thought good enough 
to carry profeſſors to heaven; but certainly a name is but a 
Name , & will never bide a blaſt of God?*s ſtorms : I coun ſell you 


not to give your ſoul or Chrift reſt, nor your eyes ſleep, till ye | 


have gotten ſomething that will bide the fire & and out the 
ſtorm. I am ſure if my one foot were in heaven & then he would 
ſay, fend thy felf , 1will ho:d my grips of thee no 'onger : I should 
goe no further ; but preſently fail down in as many Pieces of 
dead nature. They are happy for evermore who are over head 
& ears in the love of Chriſt, & know no fickneſs but love- fick- 
meſs for Chriſt: & feel no pain but the pain of an abſent & 
Hidden welbeloved. We run our: ſouls out of breath & tire 
them 1n courling & galloping after our own night - dreams 


[fuch are the rovings of our miſcarrying hearts} to get ſome || 
created good thing in this life & on this fide of death : We Þ 
would fain flay & ſpin out a heaven to our ſelves in this fide of Þ 
the water; but ſorrow , want, changes, crotles & fin are both Þ 
woof & warp in thatill ſpun web. O how ſweet & dear are theſe Þ 


thoughts that are ſtill upon the things which are above ! & how 
happy are they who are longing to have little ſand in their glaſs 
& to haverime's threed cut & can cry to Chriſt , Loyd Teſus have 


over, come Cx fetth the drinypaſſenger ! I wish our thoughts were 
more frequently then they are on our countrey. 'O but heaven Þ 
caltzth a ſweet ſmell afar off, to theſe who have ſpirituall ſmel- 


ling ! God hath made many fair flowers , but the faireſt of them 
all is heaven, & the flower of all lowers is Chriſt. O why 
doe we nat flee up to that loyely one? Alas that —_ is ſuch 
5 BS I. | ſearcity 
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ſrarcity of love, & lovers of Chriſt amougſt us all. Ty, fy 
upon us who love fair thiygs, as fair gold, fair houſes , fair 
Jnds, fair pleaſures, fair honours & fair perſons ; and doe 
not pine & mclt away with love fur Chriſt, O would to God [ 
Thad more love for his ſake O for as much l»ve as would lie be- 
twixt me & heaven for his ſake. O for at much love as would 
ce round about theearth & over the heaven , yeathe heaven of 
heavens & ten thouſand worlds, that I might let all out upon 
fair, fair, onely fair Chriſt ! Burt alas I have nothing tor tim g 
yet he hath much for me; it1s no gain to Chriit that he getrerh 
my little teck1-1s ſpan length & hand-breadth of love. If men 
would have ſomething to doe with their hearts & their thoughts 
that are al-vayes rolling up & down , like men with oares in a 
boat after ſinfull vainities , they may finde great & {ſweet employ- 
ment to their thoughts upon Chriſt : If theſe frothie luuating 
& reſtleſs hearts of ours , would come all about Chriſt & look in 
to his love ,. to bottoraleſs love , to the depth of mercy , tothe 
unſearchable riches of his grace, to enquire after & ſearch into 
the beauty of God in Chriſt ; they would be {wallowed up in the 
depth , & height, length , & breadth of his goodneſs. Oh if 
men would draw the curtains & look into the inner fide of the 
arke , & behold how the fulneſs of the God head dwelleth in 
him bodily ! O who would not ſay let me die , let me die 
| ten times to ſee a ſight of him ! then thouſand deaths were 
no great price to give for him. I am ſure, ſick fainting love 
| would highten the market & raiſe the price to the double for 
| him : But alas if men & Angels were rouped & ſold at the 
| deareſt price , they would not all buy a night's love or a 
four & twentie hours ſight of Chriſt ! O how happy are they 
who get Chriſt for nothing ! God ſend me no more for my part. 

| of Paradiſe, but Chriſt: and ſurely I were rich enough & as 
{ well heaven*d as the beſt of them , if Chriſt were my heaven. I 
| can write no better thirg to you, then to deſire you, if ever 
ye laid Chriſt in a count, to take him up & count over 
agun , and weigh him again and again : And after rhis 
have no other to court your love, and to wooe your foul's, 
&light but Chriſt ; he will be found worthy of all your love ; 
M 5 RG - 
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howbeit it should ſwell upon you from the earth to the upper: 
moſt circle of the heayen of heavens. To our Lord Jeſus & his #* ® 
love I commend you. 

Aberd, 1637. Yours in his ſweet Logd fu \ 


Feſua, S.R, 
To JONET KENNEDY. 


MISTRETFSS (91) 


Es Race, mercy & peace be unto you : Ye are not a little oblig- 
ed to his rich grace who hath ſ{eparat you for himſelf, & 
for the promiſed inheritance with the faints in light , from this 
condemned & guilty world; Hold faſt Chriſt , contend for him, 
it is a lawfull plea to goe to holding & drawing for Chriſt ; & 
it 15 not poſſible to keep Chriſt peaceably, having once gotten 
him , except the devil were dead. It muſt be your reſolution to 
ſet your face againſt Satan's northern tempeſts & ſtormes for 
ſalvation: Nature would have heaven come ſleeping to us in 
our beds: we would all buy Chriſt , ſobeing we might make 
price our ſelves; but Chriſt is worth more blood & lives then | 
either ye orI have togive him. When we $hall come home & 
enter to the poſſeſſion of our brother's fair kingdom , & when 
our heads shall finde the weight of the eternall crown of glory, bla 
& when weshall look back to pains & ſufferings; then shall we | * ; 
ſee life, & forrow, to be leſs then one ſtep or ſtride from apri- 
ſon to glory : & that our little inch of time - ſuffering is not Jeff 
worthy cf our firſt night's welcome-home to heaven, O what 
then will be the weight of every one of Chriſt's kiſſes ! O how 
weighty & of what worth shal every one of Chriſt's love-ſmiles 
be ! © when once he chall thruſt a wearied travellers's head be- 
twixt his bleſſed breaſts, the poor ſoul shall think one kiſs of 
Chriſt hath fully paid home fourtie ot fiftie yeers wet feet , & all 
it's fore hearts & light ſuffering it had in following after Chrilt? : 
O thrice blinded ſouls whoſe hearts are charmed & betwitched P; ; 
with dreams, shadows, feckleſs things , night-vanities & night 6 
fancies of a miſerable life of fin ! Shame on us who ſat til _ befir 
«| &! 
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hi ed with the love & liking of the loan of a piece dead clay. O 
* oor fools who are beguiled with painted things & this world's 
air weather & ſmooth promiſcs, & rotten worm-eaten hopes } 
Emay not the devil laugh to ſee us give out our fouls & get in but 
corrupt & counterfert pleaſures of lin. O for a ſight of eterni- 
's glory , & 2 little taſting of the Lamb's marriage-ſuppec! 
half a draught or a drop of the wine of conſolations that is up 
bn our banquetting houte , out of Chriſt's own hand would 
make our ſtomacks loath the brown bread & the ſowre drink of a 
miſerable life. O how far are we bereſt of wit, to chaſe & hunt 
& run , till our ſouls be out of breath after a condemned happineſs 
of our own making ! & doe we not fit far in our own light, ta 
make it a matter of bairns-play to skink & drink over paradiſe & 
the heaven that Chriſt did ſweat for , even for a blaſt of ſmoke & 
for Eſau*s morning break-faſt ? O that we were out of our ſelves 
& dead to this world. @ this world dead & crucified to us , & 
then we should be cloſe out of love & conceit of anv masked & 
far dead lover whatſoever : then Chriſt would win & conquer to 
ke | fimſelf a lodging in the inmoſt yolk of our heart: then Chriſt 
«n | 5bould be our night-ſong & our morning-ſong : then the very 
& {noiſe & din of our welbeloved's feet when he comieth , & his firſt 
knock or rap , at the door should be as the newes of two heavens 
to us. Oh that our eyes & our ſoul's-ſmelling should goe after 
ablaſted & ſun-burnt flower, even this plaiſtered fair out-ſ{ided 
i. | world, & then we have neither eye nor ſmell for the flower of 
| Zeſe , for that plant of renown , for Chriſt the choiſeſt , the 
fareſt, the (weeteſt roſe that ever God planted! O let ſome of _ 
us die to fee] the ſmel] of him , & let my part of this rotten world 
be forfeited & ſold for evermore, providing I may anchor my tot- 
tering foul upon Chriſt! I know it is ſometimes at this, Lore, 
of | P2at wilt thou have for Chriſt? But O Lord canſt thou be budded 
11 | L propined with any gift for Chrift?O Lord, can Chriſt be ſold,or 
» | rather may nota poor needy ſinner have him for nothing? IfIcan 
F pet no more, O let me be pained to all eternity with longing for 
Im, Thejoy of hungring for Chriſt , should be my heaven for e- 
yermore, Alas that I cannot draw ſouls & Chriſt together : but I 
F &fire the coming of his Ki ngdom , & that Chriſt [as I aſfuredly 


hope 
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hope he shall] would come upon withered Scotland as rain upg 

thenew mowen graſs. O let the king come! O let his Kingdoaſf 
. come! O [et their eyes rot in their eye holes who will br 

receive him home again to reign & rule in Scotland ! Grace, 


grace be with you, 


Aberd. 1637. Tours in = Joul Lord. 
Teſus , 5. R: 


rn II 


————_ 


—__ 


Tohi Reverend & Dear Brother 8 
Mr. DAVID DICKSON. 


Reverend & deareF, Brother. (62) 


SI Hat joy have I out of heaven's gates, but that my Lorl 
Jeſus be glorified in my bonds ; Bleſſed be ye of the Lorl 
who contribut any thing to my obliged & indebted praiſes; 
dear Brother help me a poor dyvour to pay the intereſt, for [ can- 
not come nigh to render the principall: Ir is not jeſt nor ſport 
which maketh me to ſpeak & write as I doe: I never before came 
to that nick or pitch of a communion with Chriſt that I have 
now attained unto , for my confirmation. I have been theſe two 
Sabbaths or three in privat, taking inſtruments in the name 
God;that my Lord Jeſus & I have kiſſed each other in Aberden, 
the houſe of my pilgrimage : I ſeek not an apple to play 
me with he knoweth, whom I ſerve in the ſpirit but a ſeal; 
T but beg earneſt , & am content to ſuſpend & friſt glory while 
ſupper ttme: I know this world will not laſt with me; for my 
moon-light is noon-day light, & my four-hours above my 
feaſts when I wasa preacher; at which timesalſo, I was em- 
braced very often in his armes 2: But who can blame Chriſt to 
take me on behinde him[ifI may ſay ſoJon his white horſeor in 
his chariot paved with love through a water : Will not a father 
take his little dated Davze in his armes, & carry him over a ditch 
or a mire? my short legs could not ſtep over this laire or (inkiug 
mire & therefore my L : Jeſus will bear me thorow: If a changs 
* Come 
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ame & a dark day , ſo being that he will keep my faith withou 
I» law or crack , I dare not blame him ; howbeit I get no more 
OF yhile I come to heaven : But ye know the phyſick behooved to 
Tae Brave ſugar , my faith was fallen a ſwoon , and Chriſt but held up 
2 {wooning man's hefid : Indeed I pray not for a Dated Bairn's 
14, F{dict, he knoweth I would have Chriſt ſowre or ſweet; any way. 
þbeing it be Chriſt indeed : I ſtand not now upon paired ap= 
— ſ{ples or ſugared dishes ;- but I cannot blame him to give , & I 
mbſt gape and make a wide mouth : ſince Chriſt wil not pan- 
try-up joyes > he muſt be welcome who will not bide away : 
ſeek no other fruit but that he may be glorified ; he knoweth , L 
» Þ| would take hard fare to have his name ſet on bigh. I bleſs you 
for your counſel - I hope to live by faith and ſwim wirhout a 
maſſe or bundle of joyfull ſenſe under my chinne, at leaſt to ven=- 
 , | ture albeit I should be ducked. Now for my caſe 1 think the 
- Councel should be eſſayed, and the event referred to God : Du- 
"+ tiesare ours and events are God's. Ishall goe through yours upon 
oY the Covenant at leiſure , & write to you my minde thereanent ; 
TJ &ancnt the Armmian Contra betwixt the father & the ſon. I be- 
Oh frech you ſet to, to goe through ſcripture : yours on the He- 
= brews 1s in great requeſt with all who would be acquaint with 
T Chrit's Teſtament, I purpoſe God willing to ſet about Hoſea 
of | Eto try if I can get it to the preſle here. It refresheth me much 
n | thatyeare fo kind to my brother , I hope your counſel shall doe 
[ay | bim good, I recommend him to you, fince Iam fofar from 
rs him : I am glad that the dying ſervant of God , famous and faith- 
\£ full Mr Cunninghame ſealed your miniſtry before he fell aſleep : 
Grace , grace be with you, 


 UÞag 


' Aberd. March. 7 Yours *n his ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſus 5 S; | ' Þ 


_ ms A. 
In — _ 
7 _— 
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To the much honoured 


WILLIAM RIGGE, 
Of Athernie. 


Much honoured Sir. (93) 


'£ Race, mercy & peace be to you 2 I received your lon. 

looked-for & short letter; I would ye had ſpoken more to 
me who ſtand in need: I finde Chriſt as ye write ay the longer 
the better , & therefore cannot but rejoyce in his ſalvation , who 
hath made my chains my wings, & hath made mea King over 
my croſſes & over my adverſaries: glory, glory , glory to his 
high, high & holy name : Not one ounce, not one grain-weight 
more 1s laid on me, then he hath enabled me to bear : AndIam 
not ſo much wearied to ſuffer as Sions haters are to perſecute, 
Oh if I could finde a way in any meaſure to ftrive to be eyen 
with Chriſt's love , but that I muſt give over ! Oh who would 
help a dyvour to pay prayſes to the King of ſaints, who trium- 
pheth in his weak ſeryants? I ſee if Chriſt but ride upon a worm 
or a feather, his horſe will neither tumble nor fall : The worme 
Jacob is made by him a new sharp threshing inſtrument having 
teeth to threch the mountains , & beat them ſmall , & to ma 
ke the hills as chaff & to fan them , ſo as the wind hall carry 
them away , & the whirlwind shall ſcatter them, Iſa, 41. 14,15, 
16, Chriſt's enemies are but breaking their ewn heads 1n pieces 


upon the rock laid in Zion , & the ſtone is not removed out of | 


it *s place: Faith hath cauſe , to take courage from our very 
aff liions, the devil's but a whet ſtone to sharpen the faith & 
patience of the faints: I know he but heweth & polisheth 
ſtones all this time for the new Jeruſalem : But in all this , three 
things have much moved me, ſince it hath pleaſed my Lordt0 
turn my moon-lightinto day-light. Firſt , he had yoked me to 
work, to wreſtle with Chriſt's love of longing , wherewith[ 
am fick, pained , fainting & like to die, becauſe I cannot get 
himſelf, which Ithink a ſtrange ſort of deſertion ; for I have 

| 7 not 
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not himſelf [whom if I had my love-fickneſs would coole & my 


feyer goe away at leaſt I chould know the heat of the fire of com. 
lacencie > Which would coole the ſcorching heat of the fire of 
dire] & yet I have no penurie of his love, & 10 I dwin, Idie, 
&he ſeemeth not to rue on me. I take inſtruments in his hand 
that I would have him ; but I cannot get him , & my belt chear 
is backhunger : I bleſſe him for that feaſt. Secondly , old 
challenges now & then revive & caft all down , I goe halting & 
fighing , fearing there be an unſeen procefle yet coming out, 


{Þ & that heavier then I can anſwer: I cannot read diſtinaly my 


Surtie's at of cautionrie for me in particular , & my diſchage 
&ſenſe rather then faith aſſureth me of what I have: So unable 
am I to goe but by an hold. Icould | with-reverence of m 

Lord] forgive Chritt, if he would give me as much faith as [ 
have hunger for him : I hope the pardon 1s now obtained, 
but the peace 1s not ſo ſure to me as I would wich; Yet, 


one thing I know ; there is not a way to heaven but the . 


way he hath graced me to profeſſe & ſuffer for. Thirdly , 
woe , woe is me for the virgin daughter of Scotland and 
for the fearfull defolation & wrath appointed for this land; 
Aud yet all are fleeping , eating and drinking , laughing 
and ſporting , as if all were well. Oh our dim gold , our 
dumb , blinde paſtors, the ſun 1s gone down upon them, 
and our Nobles bid-Chriſt fend for himſelf if he be Chriſt: 
It were good we $hould learn in time the way toour ſtrong 
hold. Sir howbeir not acquainted remember my love to your 
wite , I pray God eſtablish you. 

Aberd. March, 9 


1637 


Tours in his ſweet Lord 
Feſus , S.R. 


— ——____— 


OHN EWART 
Bailiffe of Kirkcudbright. 


To 


My very worthy &r dear Friend, 


4 
] Cannot but moſt kindly thank you for the expreſſions of your 


love : your love & reſ{pe& to me is a great comfort to me 


. 
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I blefle his high & glorious name that the terrors of great mey' 
have not affrighted me from open avouching of the Son of Gag? 
nay his croſs is the ſweeteſt burden that ever I bare : lr is ſuch; 
burden as wings are toa bird, or ſules to a ship to carry me tor. 
ward to my harbour. I have not much cauſe to fall in lovewith 
the world; bur rather to wish that he who ſitteth upon the floog 
would bring my broken ship to Land , & keep my conſcience 
ſafe in theſe dangerous times: for wrath from the Lord is coming 
on this finfull Land, It were good that we priſoners of hope knew 
of our ſtrong hold to run to, before the ſtorm come on : There 
fore Sir I beſecch you by the mercies of 70d and comforts of his 


Spirit, by the blood of your Saviour, & by your compearance | 
before the fin-revenging Judge of the world , keep your gar. þ 


ments clean & ſtand for the truth of Chriſt , which ye profeſſe; 
When the time shall come that your eye ftrings shalt break , your 
face wax pale , your breath grow cold , & this houſe of clay 


Shall totter , & your one foot shall be over the march in eternity, | 


it Shall.be your comfort & joy that ye gave your name to Chriſt, 


The greateſt part of the world think heaven at the next door, & þ 


that Chriſtianicy is an eafie task ; bur they will be beguiled, 
Worthy Sir , I beſeech you make ſure work of ſalvation : I have 
found by experience that all I could doe , hath had much adoe 
in the day of my trial ; & therefore lay up a ſure foundation for 
the time to come, I cannot requite you for your undeſeryed 
favours tome & my now- afflicted brother ; but I truſt to remems 
ber youto God : remember me heartily to your kinde wife. 


Aberd. March, 13. Yours m his one'y Lord 
1637 Feſ.a, S.R. 


To WILLIAM FULLERTON, 
Proveſt of Kirkcudoright. 


Much honoured Sir. (95) 


G 


—— 
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you 4s Chriſt's truth, for ſalvation is worth all the world ; 8 


therefore be not afraid of men that shall die: the Lord shall doe 
for you in your ſuffering for him , & shall blefle your houſe & 
ſed , & ye have God's promile that ye $hall have his preſence in 
fire, water & in ſeven tribulations, Your day will wear to at 
end , & your ſun goe down : in death it will be your joy that ye 
have ventured all ye have for Chriſt, & there 1s not a promiſe 
of heaven made but to ſuch asare willing to ſuffer for it: it is& 
Caſtle taken by force. This earth is but the clay-pottion of ba= 
fards, & therefore uo wonder the world ſmile on it's own ; but 
better things are laid up for bis lawfully begotten bairnes , who 


| the world hateth : I haye experience to ſpeak this: for I would 
| not exchange my priſon & ſad nights with the court , honour, & 
| caſe of my adverſaries: My Lord is pleaſed to make many une 


known faces te laugh upon me, & to providea lodging for me: 
& he himſelf viſiteth my ſoul with feaſts of ſpiritual comforts, O 


| how ſweet a Maſter is Chriſt ! Bleſſed are theſe who lay down 


all for him. 1 thank you kindly for yourlove to my diſtreſſed 


| brother, Ye have the blefling & prayers of the priſoner of 


Chriſt to you , your Wife & Children. Remember my love & 
bleſing to Vil am & Samuel: I defirethem in their youth to 
ſeck the Lord & fear his great name, to pray twice a day | at 
laſt] to God, & to read God's word, to keep themſelyes from 
curſing , lying & filthie talking. Now the onley wiſe God & the 
preſence of the Son of God be with you all, 

Aberd. March. 13, Yours in hi ſweet Lord 

1637. Zeſus S.R. 


————_—_. wY 


Tothe worthy & much honoured 


Mr. ALEXANDER COLVILL, 
Of Blazr. 
Much honoured Sir. (96) 


Ct Race , mercy & peace be to you 3 The bearer hereof 
M.-R.-F, is moſt kinde to me ; I deſire you tothank hin: 
; But 
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But none is ſo kinde as my onely royal King & Maſter , whoſe 


croſs is my garland - The King dinerh with his priſoner & hi 


ſpikenard caiteth a ſmell , He hath led me up to ſuch a pitch 


& nick of joyfull communion with himſelf, as I never kneyf| 


before: When I look back to by-gones, I judge my {elf 


have been a childe at A, B, C. with Chriit. Wor-by Sy, 


pardon me , I dare not conceal it from you , it is as fire in my | 
bowels: In his preſence who ſeeth me I ſpeak it, Iam pained, | 


pained with the love of Chriſt; he hath made me ſick & wound. 


ed me: Hunger for Chriſt out-runneth faith - I miſs fait 
more then love O itthe three Kingdoms would come & (ee! 
O if they knew his kindneſs to my ſoul! It hatb pleaſed hin 
to bring me to this , that I will not ſtrike ſails to this world nor 
flatter it, nor adore this clay 1dol that fools worship : As IanÞ 
now diſpoſed, I think I will neither borrow nor lend with it; Þ 
& yet I get my meat from Chriſt with nurture ; for ſeven time 
a day I am lifted up & caſten down. My dumb Sabbath 
burthen my heart & makeit bleed : I want not fearfull chal 
lenges & jealouſies ſometimes of Chriſt's love , that he hatiÞ 
caſten me oyer the dike of the vineyard as a dry tree; But thi 
is my infirmity : By his grace I take my ſcltin theſe ravings:F 


It is kindly that faith & love both beſick , & fevers are kindy 


to moſt joyful communion with Chrift. Ye are bleſſed who 
avouch Chriſt openly before the Princes of this Kinglom,F 
white eyes are upou you : it is your glory to lift him upor 
his throne, to carry his train & bear up the hem of his rob 
royal: He hathan hiding place for M. A. C. againſt the ſtorm:Þ 
goe on & fear not what man can oe; The ſaints ſeem to ha 


the worlt of it, [for apprehenlions can make alyeof Chriſt 
of his love] but it is not ſo : Providence 1s not rolled up 


unequal & crooked wheels : Ai thmgs work together for the gulf 
of rheſe who love God & are call:d4 accordmg to his purpoſe. Eitſh * 


it be long we shall ſee the white ſide of God's Providence. Mi 
Brother's caſe hath moved me not a little : He wrote to nm 
your care & kindneſs. Sir , the priſoners bleſſings & prayer 
truſt Shall not goe by you. He that is able to keep you &t 
pre- 


| could begin to be'a Chriſtian in ſad earneſt: I need not blame 
| Chriſt if I be not one, for he hath shewed me heayen & hell 


| nothing in my debt ; for his comforts haye refreshed my ſoul: 
| Ihaye heard & ſeen him in his ſweetneſs, ſo , as I am almoſt 
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preſent you before the preſence of his face with joy : eftablish ; 
your heart in the love of Chriſt, | 
Aberd.19 Febr. 


1637. 


Yours in his ſweet Lord 
Teſus, SR. 


—_— 
nd 


* 7} EARLESTOWN Tounger. 


Honoured & Dear Brother. (97) 


Race , mercy & peace be to you : I received your letter | 

which refreshed my ſoul, I thank God the court is cloſed , | 
I think shame of my part of it; & paſs now from my unjufl | 
ſummonds of unkindneſs libelled againſt Chriſt my Lord: He | 
is not ſuch a Lord & Maſter as I took him to be , verily he is | 
God, & I am duſt & ashes: I took Chriſt's glooms to be as i 
good as Scripture ſpeaking wrath , but I have ſeen the other fide | | 
of Chriſt & the white {ide of his croſs now. I behooved to come | 
to Aberdeen tolearn a new myſtery in Chriſt, that his promiſe 
is better to be beleeved then his looks , & that the devil can 
cauſe Chriſt*s glooms ſpeak a lie to a weak man : Nay, verily L 
was achilde before, all by-gones are but bairns play : I would I 


in Aberdeen ; But the truth is, for all my ſorrow , Chritt is 


ſaying , it is not he that I was wont to meet with ; He laugheth 
more chearfully , his kiſſes are more ſweet & ſoul-refreshing 


| then the kiſſes of the Chriſt I ſaw before were [though he be 
| the ſame] or rather , the King hath led me up a meaſure of 
| joy & communion with my Bridegroom , that I neyer attained 


to before ; ſo that often I think , I will neither borrow nor 
lend with this world , I will not ſtrike fail to croſſes nor flatter 
them , to be quite of them as I have done. Come all croſſes , 
welcome, welcome. So I may get my heartfull of my Lord 
Jelus, I have been ſo near him as | have ſaid, 7 take inflruments 

| N 2 this 
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thu is the Lord , leave a token behinde thee that Imay never forget 
| zhis, Now what can Chriſt doe more to date one of his pooy 

priſoners? Therefore, Sir, I charge you in the name of m 
| Lord jeſus, praiſe with me & shew to others what he hath done 
unto my ſoul. This is the fruit of my ſufferings thart I ge. 
fire Chriſt's name may be ſpread abroad in this Kingdom in 
my behalf, I hope in God not te ſlander him again; yet in 
all this I get not my feafts without ſome mixture of gall ; neither 
am 1 free of old Jealouſies, for he hath removed my lovers & 
friends far from me, he hath made my congregation deſolate 
& taken away my crown : & my dumb ſabbaths are like a ſtone 
tied to a bird*s foot that wanteth not wings , they ſeem to hinder 
me to flee; Were it not that I dare not ſay one word, but, 
We! done, Lord Ieſus, We can in our proſperity ſport onr 
ſelves & be too bold with Chriſt, yea be that infolent as to chide 
with him; but under the water we dare not ſpeak, I wonder 
now of my ſometimes boldneſs, to chide & quarrell Chriſt, to 
nickname Providence when it ſtroaked me againſt the hair; but 
now ſwimming in the waters, I think my wis fallen to the 
ground of the water : I have loſt it. I think I would fain 
let Chriſt alone & give him leave to doe with me what he pleaſ- 
eth , if he would {mile upon me, Verely we know not what 
an evil it isto {pill & indulge our ſelves, & to make an idol of our 
will: T was once, I would not eat except I had wailed meat; 
now I dare not complain of crumbs & pairings under his table: 
JT was once that I would make the houſe adoe, if I ſaw not the 


world carved & et in order to my liking; now I am filent | 


when I ſce God hath ſet ſervants on hor{eback , & 1s fatning & 
feeding the children of perdition. I pray God I never fade 
my wi again: Oh if Chriſt would ſubject my w.# to his & 


trample it under his feet, & liberate me from that lawleſs Lord, Þ 


Now Sir, in your youth gather faſt, your ſun will mountto 

the Meridian quickly & thereafter decline : Be greedy of 

orace:, Study above any thing , my dcar Brother , to mortihe your 

Jufſts. Oh bur prideot youth, vainty, luſt,idolizing of the world & 

charming pleaſures, take long time to root them out ! As fars 

ye areadyanced 1n the way to heayenzas neer as ye are roChany 
; __ : _ —— 
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much progreſs as ye have made in the way of mortification 5 
ye will finde that yeare far behinde & haye moſt of your work || 
before you. I never took it to be ſohard , to be dead to my luſts | 
& to this world: When the day of viſitation cometh & your | 
old idols come weeping about you , ye will have much adoe not 
to break yur heart, it's beſt give upintime with them, ſoas 
ye could at a call = your part of this world for adrink of | 
water or a thing of nothing. Verily I have ſeen the beſt of } 
this world , a moth»eaten , threed bare coat - I purpoſe tolay i 
it aſide being now hollie & old. O for my houſe above not made |} 
with hands ! Pray for Chriſt's priſoner & write to me - Re- 
member my loye to your mother : Detire her from me to 
make for removing ; the Lord's tide will not bide her; & to ſeek 
an heavenly minde , that her heart may be often there. Grace , 
be with you. 


Aberd, Feb, 20. Nurs & Chriſt's priſo- 
1637. er. $.,- 


To ROBERT GLENDING 


My Dear Friend [48] 


Race , mercy & peace be to you 2: I thank you moſt 
kindly for your care of me , & your love and reſpective 


kindneſs to my brother in his diſtrefle : I pray the Lord ye may 
| finde mercy in the day of Chriſt, & I entreat you Sr to conſider 


the times ye live in, & that your ſoul is of more worth to you 
then the whole world , which in the day of the blowing of the 


{ laſt trumpet shall lie in white ashes, as an old caſtle burnt to 


nothing: & Remember that judgement & eternity is before 
you. My dear & worthy friend , let me entreat you in Chriſt's 
nzime, & by the ſalvation of your ſoul , & by your compearance 
before the dreadfull & fin-revenging judge of the world , make 
your accounts ready : read them ere ye come tothe water fide; 
for your after- noon will wear short , & your ſun fall low and goe 
down ; & ye know that this long time your Lord hath waited 
: N 3 ON 


—_ 
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on yon : O how comfortable a thing shall it be to you when 
time shall he no more & your ſoul shall depart out of the houſe 
of clay to vaſte & endleſle eternity © to have your ſoul dreſſed 
up & prepared for your bridegroom! Nolofſe is comparable 
to the loſle of rhe ſoul , there is no hope of regaining that loſle, 

O how joyfull would my ſoul be to hear that ye would ſtartto Þ ( 
the gate, & contend for the crown, & leave all vanities, & ma». 


write of this to you ; My witneſle is in heaven , I would not 
exchange my chains & bonds for Chriſt , & my ſighs forten Þ | 
worlds glory. I judge this clay-idol that Adam's ſons are roup, Þ ; h 
ing & ſelling their fouls for, not worth a drink of cold water. F b 
O if your ſoul were in my ſoul*s ſtead ; how ſick would yc be of Þ L 
love for that faireſt one, that faireſt among the ſons of men ! Þ £ 
May flowers & morning vapours & ſummer mitt poſterh not ſo ; 


ke Chriſt your garland ! Let your ſoul put a way your old lovers | - 
& let Chriſt have your whole love : I have ſome experience to | - 
ſor 


faſt away as theſe worm-eaten pleaſures that we follow ; We | - 
build caſtles in the air , & night dreams are our &ay idolsthat Þ po 


we dote on: Salvation, Salvation is our onely one neceſlarie I} |: 
thing, Sr, call home your thoughts to this work , to inquire : 
for your. welbeloved : This earth is the portion of baſtards, 
ſeek the ſons inheritance , & let Chriſt's truth be dear to you, 1 | 
pawnd my ſalvation on it that this is the honour of Chriſt's F 
Kingdom, I now ſuffer ſor {[& this world I hope shall come | 
between me & my garland & that this is the way to life. 
When ye & Ishall lie lumps of pale clay upon the cold ground, | 
our pleaſures that we now naturally love, shall be leſſe then no» | 
thing in that day : dear Brother , fulfill my joy & betake yauto 
Chrilt without further delay , ye will be fain at length to ſeek to F 
him or doeinfinitly worſe, Remember my loyeto your wife, Þ 
grace be with you. ; ( 


Aberd. March 13. Tours in his ſweet Lord m 
1637 Feſue. S.R. | d 
—_— | JC 
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7 WILLIAM GLENDINING. 


Welbeloved & dear Brother. (99) 


; Race, mercy and peace be toyou : Ithankyou moſt kindly 


for your care & loye to me , & 1n particular to my brother 


' Þ in hisdiftreſſe in Edinburgh ; Goe on thorow your waters with= 
| out wearying , your guide knoweth the way , follow him & 
| calt your cares & rentations upon him : & let not wormes, the 
| fons of men affright you; they $hall die & the moth $hall eat 
* them: keep your garland, there is no lefle at the ſtake in this 
| game betwixt us & the world then our conſcience & ſalvation : 
| we have need to take heed tothe game, & not to yield to them -: 
| Let them take other things from us; but here , in matters of con- 
' ſcience we muſt hold & draw with Kings, & ſet our ſelvesin 
| termes of oppoſition with rhe shields of the earth. O the ſweet 
| communion for evermore that hath been between Chriſt & his 
# poor priſoner! He wearieth not to be kinde: He is the faireſt 
| ſight I ſeein Aberd. or any part that eyer my fect were in. Re- 
# member my hearty kindneſs to your wife , 1 deſire her to be- 
| leeve& lay her cares on God , & make faſt work of ſalvation. 
+ Grace be with you. 


Aberd. March. 13.  Nours in his onely Lord 
1637. Feſus . R. 


To JEAN BR O W N. 


Welbeloved and dear Siſter. (100) 


$ Race , mercy & peace be to you: Ireceived your letter , 


which Iefteem an evidence of your Chriſtian affection to 


| me , & of your love to my honurable Lord & Maiter. My 
| defire is that your communion with Chriſt may grow, & that 
{ your reckonings may be put by hand with your Lord, ere ye 
| Come to the water fide, O who knoweth how ſweet Chriſts 
| Kifles are! who hath been more kindly embraced & kiſſed then 


N 4 | I his 
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I his banished prifoner ? Ifthe compariſon could ſand , I wal Þ 
Kot exchange Chriſt with heavenitſelf, He hath lefta darty 


arrow of love in my ſoul, & it paineth me till he come & tak; 
itout: I finde pain of theſe wounds becauſe I would have pole. 
fion. I know now this worm-eaten apple , the plaiſtered ry. 
ten world , that the filly Children of this world are beatings 
| buffetting & pulling others ears for; is a portion for baſtard 
good enough : & that is all they have to look for, I offead ng 


that my adverſaries ſtay at home at their own fire-fide with mor 
yearly rent thcn I; shonld I be angry that the good-mandf 
this houſe of the world caſteth a dog a bone to hurt his teeth ? he Þþ 
hath taught me to be content with a borrowed fire-lide& ar Þ 
uncouth bed: & I think I have loſt nothing , the income i; | 
ſo great. O what telling is in Chriſt ! O how weighty is ny Þþ 
fair garland , my crown , my fair ſupping-hall in glory, where 
IT shall be above the blowes- and buffettings of Prelats ! Le Þ 
this be your deſire & let your thoughts dwell much upon thx | 
bleſſedneſſe that abideth you in the other world : The fair {ide 

of the world will be turned to you quickly , when ye shall ſee Þ 


the crown: I hope ye are neer your lodging : O but I would 
think my {ſelf blefled for my part to win the houſe before the 
shower come on ! For God hath a quiver full of arrowes to 


Shoot at & shower down upon ,S-0:1and. Ye have the prayers Þþ 
of a priſoner of Chriſt, I defire Patrick to give Chriſt his young Þ 
love even the flower of it, and put it by all others. it were 
good to ſtart ſoon to the way : 'He should there by have a great Þ 


advantage in theeyil Gay, Grace be with you. 


Aberd. March. ye Tours in hy onely Lord 
1637. Teſwa , 9. R. 


To Mr JOHN FERGUSHILL. 


R everend and welbeloved in the Lora. ſ101] 


I Was refreshed with your letter : I am ſorry for that lingering 
and longſome yilitation: that is upon your wife ; but I know 
| : | = ye 


s 
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ve take it as a mark of a lawfully begotten childe & nat of a baſ- 
| tard to be under your father's rod : till ye be in heaven it will 


be but foul weather , one shower up & another down : The 
liatel-ſtones & pillars of the new Jeruſalem ſuffer moe knocks of 
God's hammer & tool: then the common ſide-wall ftones : & if 
twenty croſſes be written for you in God's book , they will come 
to ninteen & then at laſt toone, & after that nothing but your 
head betwixt Chriſt's breaits for evermores & his own ſoft hand 


| to dry your face & wipe away your teares. As for publike ſuf= 
| ferings for his truth, your Maſter alſo will ſee to theſe: Let 
| us put him in his own office , to comfort & deliver: the gloom 

| of Chrift's crofſe is worſe then it ſelf, I cannot keep up what 
| he hath done to my ſou] : My dear Brother , will I not get help 
| of you to praiſe & to lift Chriſt up on high ? He hath pained 
| me with his love , & hath left a love arrow in my heart that hath 
| made a wound & ſwelled me up with defires , fo, that Iam to be -_ 
| pitied for want of reall poſſeſſion : love would havethe compa- 
| ny of the party loved: & my greateſt pain is the want of him , 


not of his joyes & comforts, but of a neer union , & commu- 
nion. This is his truth I am fully perſwaded I now ſuffer for : 


For Chriſt hath taken upon him to be witneſle to it, by his fweet: 


comforts to my ſoul; & shall Ithink him a falſe witnefle , or 


| that he would ſubſcribe blank paper? I thank his high and 
| dreadfull name , for what he hath given, IT hope to keep his ſeal 
' & his pawne till he come & looſe it himſelf, I defie hell to put 
| me off it, but heis Chriit & he hath met with his priſoner ; & 
I took inſtrument in his own hand, thatir was he & no other 
| for him, When the Devil fenceth a baſtard court in my Lord's 
F ground & giveth me forged ſummonds, it will be my shame 


to misbeleeve after ſuch a fair broad ſeal ; & yet Satan & my ap- 


| prehenſion ſometimes makea lye of Chriſt , asf he hated me z 


but I dare beleeve no evil of Chriſt: if he would cool my love- 
fever for himſelt with reall preſence & poſſeſſion,I would be rich; 
but I dare not be miſlearned and ſeek more in that kinde ; howe 


| beit it be no shame to beg at Chriſt's door. I pity my adver- 


faries, I grudge not that my Lord keepeth them at their own 


ureeſide,& hath giyen me a borrowed bed & a borrowed fire-fide; | 


Nx Let 
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Let the good-man of the houſe caſt a dog a bone why should] 
offend ? I rejoyce that the broken bark $shall come to land, & 
that Carift will on the shore welcome the ſea-fick paſſenger, 
We haye need of a great ſtock againſt this day of trial thatis | 
coming ; neither chaff nor corn in Scotland , but it $hall once 
paſſe thorow God's tieve. Praiſe , praiſe, & pray for me; for | 
I cannot forget you; I know ye will be friendly to my afflid- 
ed brother , who is now embarked in the ſame cauſe with 
me: Let him have your counſel & conforts. Remember my Þ 
loye in Chriſtto your wife, her health is coming and her ſalva- Þ 
tion fleepeth not. Ye have the prayers and bleſſing of a priſe- | 
ner of Chriſt Sowe faſt, deal bread plentifully : The pantry |— 
door will be locked on the bairns in appearance ere long, Grace, | 
grace be with you, 


Aberd. March, 7. Yours in his ſweet Lord | 
:637. Zeſus, S.R. E: 


PY _— 


Tohti reverend &> dear Brother , 
Mr ROBERT DOUGLASS. 


My wery reverend and dear Brother. [102] 


(GG Race, mercy & peace be to you: Ilong to ſee you inpa- | 

per. I cannot but write to you that this which I now 
ſuffer for , is Chriſt's truth ; becauſe he hath been pleaſed to ſeal Þ 
my ſufferings with joy unſpeakable & glorious : I know he will 
not put his ſeal upon blank paper : Chriſt hath not dumb feals, 
neither will he be witneſs toalye. I beſcech you , my dear Bro- 
ther, help me topraiſe & tolift Chriſt up on histhrone above the 
Shields of the earth. I am aftonished & confounded art the great- 
neſs of his Kindneſs to ſuch a ſinner. I know, Chriſt & I 5hall 
never be even, I shall die in his debt: He hath left an arrow 
in my heart that paineth me for want of reall poſſeſſion : & hell 
cannot quench this coal of God's kindling. I wish no man 


flander Chriſt or his croſſe for my cauſe; for I haye much can 
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> ſpeak much good of him : He hath brought me toa nick & 
l; egree of communion with himſclf that I knew not before, 
ger. ie din & gloom of our Lord's croſs , is more fearfull & hard 
at's & .nthe crols it ſelf : He taketh the bairns in his arms when. they 
Ince B meto a deep water , at leaſt when they loſe ground , & are put 
for © Gyim then his handis under their chin, Let me be helped by 
lid Io prayers; & remember my love to your kinde wife, Grace 
vin Se with y ous 


bn | Aberd. March. 7. Tour Brother and Chrift's 
= 1637, priſoner. S. Ro 
itry þ EE 


ce To his loving friend 
{/ JOHN HENDERSON. 


-— Loving friend, (103,) 


Ontinue in the love of Chriſt & the doctrine which I 
taught you faithfully & according to my meaſure : I 
am free of your blood 2 Fear the dreadfull , name of 
God: Keep in minde the examinations which I taught you, 
& love the truth of God. Death, as faſt as time flyeth, 
chaſeth you out of this life : It is poſſible ye make'your reckon- 
ing with your judge before I ſee you ; let ſalvation be your 
care night & day , & ſet aſide hours & times of the day for 
prayer, I rejoyce to hear that there is prayer in your houſe: See 
hat your ſeryants keep the Lord's day. This dirt & god of 
cay, I mean thc vain world, is not worth the ſeeking. An 
hieling paſtor is to be thruſt in upon you , in the room to which 
I have Chriſt's warrand & right: Stand to yourliberties , for 
at- tie word of God alloweth you a vote in chuſing your Paſtor. 
What I write to you , I write to your wife : commend me hear- 
tily to her, The grace of God be with you. 


WW 
ell Aberd. March, 14, Tour lowing friend and 
- 1637. Paſtor, S. Ro 

'"Þ os _ 


Ta 


Be ee I a rs ae ne EAnB Go oven 
es ee eee ee errant 


= rt nn 
— En 
op I I moet 


REIEESD 


—— 
— a4 


re i SED EEE 


* OT IRE IO. 


DW Ay = = 
rr i mee re Ee IEEE Fon 


———— Tet a er Ar OR Ono < rt 
1 n 8 - pnweartta 


(204) 


To Mr HUGH HENDERSON| 


My reverend and dear Brother, (104): : 


' 


T Hear ye bear the marks of Chriſt's dying about with you vo 
& that your brethren have caſt you out for your Matter 


ſake : Let us wait on till the evening & till our reckoninp 
in black & white come before our Maſter. Brother , ſince w: 
muſt have a devil to trouble us, I love a raging devil bet} 
Our Lord knoweth what for a devil we have need of: [tif 
beſt Satan be in his own skin & look like himſelf ; Chit 
weeping looketh like himſelf alſo, with whom Scribes & Ihr 
Tifees were at yea & nay & sharpe contradiction. Ye have heat 
of the patience of Fob , when he lay in the ashes , God was with 


him clawing & curing his scabs , & letting out his boils, &| 


comforting his ſoul , & he took him up at laſt : That Godis not 


dead yet, he will ſtoop & take up fallen bairns : many brokaP 
legs fince Adam's dayes hath he ſpelked, 6: many weary heanif 


hath he refreshed. Bleſs him for comfort: Why ? None comet 
dry fram Davia”s well; let us goe amonglt the reſt & caſt down 
cur toom buckets into Chriſt's Qcean & ſuck conſolations out 


him: We axe not ſo ſore ſtriken , but we may fill Chrift's hal .. 
with weeping : We have not gotten our anſwer from him yet;Þ 
Let us lay up our broken plea's to a full ſea , & keep themtil 
the day of ChriſtP*s coming : We and this world will not be em 
till then ; They would take our garment from us , but let uÞ 
hold & them draw. Brother, it is a ſtrange world if we laugtÞ 
not; I never ſaw the like of it, if there be not parks the man far 
this contempt done to the Son of God ? We muſt doe astbel 
Who keep the blaody napkin to the Bailiffe & let him ſee blood: 
we muſt keep our wrongs to our Judge & Jet him ſee our blud-P 
dered & foul faces: Priſoners of hope mult run to Chriſt wit 
the gutters that tears have made on their cheeks. Brother, for mſÞ 


ſelf, Iam Chriſt's dated one for the preſent , & I live upon 0 
deaf nuts | as we utz to ſpeak] he hath opened fountains to meil 
the wilderneis: Goe look to my Lord Jeſus , his love to M: 


h ; 


$ ſuc 
race 


T 
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- ſuchthat 1 defie the world to finde either brim'or bottom in it. 
N race be with you. | 


Aberd. March. 13. Your Brother in his ſweet Lord 
x 1637. Fejus , 9. R, 
you | 
at To the Lady ROBERTLA ND. 
Onin - 
ce MISTRESS, (r05) 


bell y Race, mercy & peace be to you: I hall be glad to hear 

af (other your {ſoul protpereth & that fruit groweth upon you 
-b after the Lord*s husbandry & pains in his rod , that hath nor 
-"Þ been a ſtranger to you from your youth. Ir is the Lord's kind- 
ie neſs that he will take the ſcum off us in the fire : Who knoweth 
ma how needfull winnowing is to us, & what droſs we mult want 
IN creweenter into the Kingdom of God? So narrow is the entry 
0B eo heaven that our knots , our bunches & lumps of pride, and 
Ket | ſelf- love , & Ldol-love . & world-love muſt.-be hammered off 
oY us, that we may throng in, ftooping low & creeping thorow 
ay that narrow & thorny entry. And now for my ſelf, I findeit 
"iP the moſt ſweet & heavenly life, to take up houſe & dwelling at 
to Chriſt's fire-fide , & {er down my tent upon Chriſt that founda= 
\þ tion-ſtone, who is ſure & faithfull ground & hard under foot. 
FE Ohifl could winto it & proclaim my ſelf not the world's debr- 
| &, Doraloverobligedtoit; & that 1 minde not to hire or bud 
FE this world's love any longer; but defie the kindneſs & feud of 
-: | God's whole creation whatſover ; eſpecially the lower vault * 
þ | & clay part of God's creatures , this vain earth 2 For what hold 
"Þ I of his world ? A borrowed lodging & ſome years houſe- 
| room , & bread & water , & fire & bed & candle , &c. are ' 
'Þ all a part of the penſion of my King & Lord to whom low 
4h | thanks & not to a creature. I thank God that God 15 God, & 
"'Þ Chriſt is Chriſt , & theearth the carth » &the Devil the deyil, 
TH andthe world the world , &that fin is fin, and that every thing 
T Is whatit is : Becauſe he hath taught me in my wilderneſs not 
| vihuffle my Lord Jeſus , nor to intermgix him with creature-va» 
nies, 
I - 
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Nities, nor to ſpin or twine Chriſt or his ſweet love in onews 
or in one threed with the world and the things thereof, Oh jj 
could hold and keep Chriſt all alone and mix him with nothing 
O if I could cry down the price and weight of my curſed {elt y 
cry up the price of Chriſt , and double & triple and augment y 
heighten to millions the price & worth of Chriſt! I am [| 


durſt ſpeak ſo & mightlawfully complain }] ſo hungredly tutouf 


ed by Chriſt Jeſus my liberall Lord, that his nice love whig 
my ſoul would be in hands with , flyeth me ; & yet I am traing 
on to love him,& luſt & long & die for his love whom I cannot 


It is a wonder to pine away With love for a covered & hid lover, i 
to be hungred with his loye , ſo as a poor ſoul cannot get his filly 
hunger for Chrift : It is hard to be hungered of hunge | 


where of ſuch abundance for other things is in the world : By 


ſure 1f we were tutours and ſtewards and Maſters , and Lory 
earvers of Chriſt's love, we should be more lean & worſe ff 


then we are: Our meat doeth us the more good, that Chit - 


keepeth the keys, & that the wind & the air of Chriſt's ſyetÞ 
breathing & of the influence of his ſpirit is locked up inthe hand 
of the good pleaſure of him , who bloweth where he liſteth: IÞ 


ſee there is a ſort of impatient patience required in the want« 
Chrift as to his manifeſtarions, & waiting on : They thrivewh 


wait on his love & the blowing of it & the turning of his gre 
cious wind; & they thrive who in that on-waiting make haſt 
and din and much adoe for their loſt and hidden Lord Jeſus 
However it be, God feed me with him any way. If he woullf 
come in, I chall not diipute the matter , where he got a hole, of 


how he opened the lock : I should be content that Chriſt and! 
met , ſuppoſe he should ſtand on the other ſide of helÞs lake and 
cry to me , Either put in youp foor & come through , elſe ye chal 
not have me at all. but what fools are we in the taking upd 
him and of his dealing ! He hath a gate of his own beyond the 
thoughts of men , that no foot hath skill to follow him: ut 
we are {till ill Scholars and will goe in at heavens gates wanting 
the half our leſſon , and shall ſtill be bairns fo long as we art 
under time's hand, and til eternity cauſe a ſun to ariſe in our 
fouls that sball give us vvit, We may {ce how we ſpill and mit 
| out 
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our own fair heayen and our ſalvation, and how Chriſt is every 
day putting in one bone or other in theſe fallen ſouls of ours, in 
theright place again: and thatin this fide of the new leruſalem , 
we shall ſtill have need of forgiving and healing grace. I finde 
croſſes Chriſt*s carved work that he marketh out for US» and that 
with croſſes he figureth & pourtraieth us to his own image , cut- 
| tiog away pieces of our ill & corruption : Lord cut , Lord 
carve, Lord wound , Lord doe any thing that may perfe& 
thy Father's image in us & make us meer fur glory, Pray for 
me [| forget not you ] that our Lord would be pleaſed te lend 
me houſe-room to preach his rightcouſnels & tell whatT have 
| heard & ſeen of him. Forget not Zion that 1s now in Chriſt's 
| calmes & in his forge: God bring her out new work. Grace, 


| grace be with you. 
Aberd. Jan. 4. 
J 63 7. 


Tours in his ſweet Lord 
Tefa: S. R. 


— —  _ 


Tothe Earle of Caſſills. 


[106] 


| (5 Race) mercy & peace be to your Lo: I hope your Lo: 
Will be pleaſed to pardon my boldneſs, if [upon report of 
| your zealous & forward minde that I hear our Lord hath given 
| you in this his honourable cauſe , when Chriſt & his Goſpel are 
| fo foully wronged] I ſpeak to your Lo - inpaper, entreating 
your Lo: to goe on 1n the ſtrength cf the Lord toward , and 
againſt a ſtorm of Antichriſtian, wind , that bloweth upon 
the face of this your poor mother-Church , Chriſt's lilie 
amongſt the thorns. It is your Lo: Glory & happineſs when ye ſee 
{uch a blow coming upon Chriſt, to caſt up your arm to prevent 
it: Neither is it a cauſe that needeth to blush before the ſun, 
or to flee the ſentence or cenſure of impartial beholders, ſee- 
ing the Queſtion indeed [if it were rightly ſtated] is about the 
Frerogativc royal of our princely & royal law-giyer , -"— 
JElus y 


Kight honourable & my very good Lord. 
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Jeſus, whoſe ancient march-ſtone &. land-bounds our baftar{ 


Lord's, the earthly generation of tyrannizing Prelats , haye 
boldly & shamefully removed : & they who have but halt aneye 


may ſee that it is the greedy deſires of time-ido!izing Dem, | 
*Sand the itching ſcab of amb:rou and cl:mbing Diotrephes*s [who Þ 
love the goats life to climb till they cannot finde a way to {& | 
their ſoles on ground again] that hath made ſuch a wide breach | 


in our Z:0r*s beaurifull walls : and theſe are the men who ſeek 


no hire for the crucifying of Chriſt , but his coat. Oh tiow for. Þ 
lorn & deſolate is the Bride of Chriſt made to all paſfers by ! Who | 
ſeeth not Chriſt buried in this land , his prophets hidden in | 
caves , filenced , banished & impriſoned ; Truth weeping in | 
ſackcloth before the Judges , Parliament & the Rulers of the Þ 


land ? But her bill is caſt by them, & Holineſs hideth it ſelf, 
fearing the ſtreets for the reproaches & perſecution of men: 


Juſtices fallen aſwoon in the gate, & the long shadows of the | 


evening are ſtretched out upon us: Woe, woe to us, for our 
day flyeth away : what remaineth but that the Aatichriſt {et 


down his tent in the midſt of us, except your Lo : & others f 


with you read Chriſt's {upplication, & give him that which 


the moſt lewd and ſcandalous wretches in this land may | 


have before a Judge , even the poor man's due, /aw and 
fuſlice for God's ſa;e. O therefore , my noble & dear Lord, as 
ye have begun, goe on inthe mighty power and ſtrength of the 


Lord, to cauſe our Lord in his Goſpel and aflited members | 


laugh, & to cauſe the Chriſtian Churches | whoſe eyes areall 
now upon you] to ſing for joy , when Scotland's moon $hall 
Shine like thelight of the ſun , & the ſun like the light of ſeven 
dayes inone: ye can doe noleſs then run & bear up the head of 
your dying &{wooning mother-Church , & plead for the pro- 
duction of her ancient charters: They hold out and put out, 
they hold in and bring in at their pleaſure men in God's houle; 
they ſtole the keys from Chrift and his Church, and came inlike 
the thief & the robber , not by the door Chriſt; & now their ſong 
iS, Authority, Authority , obedience to Church-Governours. When 
fuch a baftard & lawleſs pretended ſtep-dame as our prelacy 
' 15 gone mad, it is your place who are the Nobles to _ 

inde 


beh; 


oc 


(209) 
bidde them ; atleaſt , law should fetter ſuch wilde bulls as they 


are, who push all who oppoſe themſelves to their domination: 
Alas ! What have we loſt fince Prelats were made Maſter-coiners 


| tochange our gold in braſs , and to mix the Lord's wine with 
{ their water? Bleſſed for ever shall ye be of the Lord if ye help 
{ Chriſt againſt the mighty , and $hall deliver the flock of God 
| ſcattered upon the mountains in the dark & cloudy day , out of 


the hands of theſe idol-shepherds. Fear not men thar shall be 


| moth-eaten-clay that shall be rolled up in a cheſt , & caſten under 


| 


| theearth: Let the holy one of 1ſrael be your fcar, & be coura- 
 giousfor the Lord and his truth. Remember your accounts co- 


ming upon you with wings, as faſt as time poſteth away: Res 


| member what peace with God in Chriſt & the preſence of the 


Son of God in the reyealed & felt fweetneſs of his loye, will be to 
you, when eternity shall put ze to the door , & yeshall take 


| gud-night at Time , & this little shepherd's tent of clay ; this 


lnnes of a borrowed earth. I hope your Lo: is now & then fens 
ding out thoughts to view this world's naughtineſs & vanity & 


| the hoped-for glory of the life to come , & that ye reſolye that 


Chriſt shall have your ſelf & all yours at command for him ; his 


honour & Goſpel. Thus trufting your Lo: Will pardon ny. 


boldneſs , I pray that the onely wile God , the very God of peaces 
may preſerve, ſtrengthen & eſtablish you to the end. 


Aberd. 1637. Your Lo: at all command of 
obedience in Chriſt, S. R. 


To the Lady 
ROWAL AN D. 
M 4 D A M. (107) 
Hough not acquainted I am bold in Chriſt to ſpeak to 


4” 


behalf , that ir hath pleaſed him ny love to you is as old 
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as himſelf] to manifeſt the favour of his love in Chrift Je{yy 
to your ſoul; in the revelation of his will & minde to you , now; 
when ſo many are shut up in unbelief. O the ſweet change 
ye have made, in leaving the black kingdom of this world & fin; 
& coming over to our bridegroom*s new kingdom , to know 
& to be taken with the love of the beautifull Son of God, I 
beſeech you , Madam , in the Lord make now ſure work , & ke Þ — 
that the old houſe be caſten down, & razed from the foun- 
dation, and that the new building of your ſoul be of Chris Þ/o 
own laying; for then wind and ftorm s$hall neither looſe it, F 
nor shake it aſunder. Many now take Chriſt by gueſs; Be F 
ſure that it be he , and onely he whom ye have met with; His þ 
ſweet ſmell , his lovely voyce , his fair face, his ſweet working. | 
in the ſoul will notlye , they will ſoon tell if it be Chriſt indeed: Þ/ 
{& I think your love to the ſaints ſpeaketh that it is he |] & therc. Þ\ 
fore I ſay , be ſurethat ye take Chriſt himſelf, & take him with, iſ 
his father's bleſſing, his father alloweth him well upon you, | 
your lines are well fallen, it could not have been better, nor þ 
ſo well with you if they had not fallen in theſe places : In heaven I 
or out of heaven there is nothing better , nothing ſo ſweet& | 
excellent as the thing ye haye lighted on , & therefore hold you 
with Chriſt: Joy, much joy may ye have of him : Buttake 
his croſs with himſelf cheerfully : Chriſt and his croſs are not 
ſeparable in this life , howbeit Chriſt & his croſs part at ha 
ven's door, for there is no houſe-room for croſſes in heayen; þ 
one tear, one ſigh , one {ad heart , one fear, oneloſſe, or thought ſth 
of trouble cannot finde lodging there-: they are but the markes þ 
of our Lord Jeſus down in this wide innes & ſtormy countrey 
on this ſide ofdeath: Sorrow & the ſaints are not married to- ſh 
wo , or ſuppoſe it were ſo, heaven shall make a diyorce. 
nde his ſweet preſence-eateth out. the bitterneſs of ſorrow & 
ſuffering. I think it a ſweet thing that Chrilt ſaith of my croſs þþ 
Half mine,& that he divideth theſe ſoderings with me&taketh the ſþ 
largeſt shareto himſelf; nay that I & my whole croſs are wholly ri 
Chriſt's. O what a portion is Chriſt! O that the ſaints woulddyg 
deeper in the treaſures of his wiidom & excelency} Thus _ 
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mehding your La : to the good will & tender tmetcies of ouf 
e BLlord, 1 reit, 

FF Aberd. Sept, 7, Tour La : in hw ſweet Lord 
p 1637. Feſus , S. R: 


« es 
———— _ 


oe — 


HS ROBERT GORDON. 
: | Of Knockbrex. ; 


| My very worthy & dear Friend. (108) | 

Races mercy & peace be unto you : Though all Galloway 

TJ ;hould have forgotten me I would have expeQed a letter 

from you ere now : But I will not expound it to be forgerfulneſs 
pfme, Now, My dear Brocher , I cannot shew you how matters: 
poebetwixt Chriſt and me: I finde my Lord goingand coming 
even times a day : - His viſits are short , but the are both frequent . 
k ſweet. 1 dare not for wy life think cfa challenge of my Lord; 
hear ill tales, & hard reports of Chriſt from the Temptecr and , 
ny flesh; but love belceveth no evil : I may ſwear that they, 
re lyars, and that apprehenfions make lyes of Chriſt's honeſt 
nd unalterable love to me. I dare nor fay that I am a dry tree ,: 
brthat I have no room at all in the vineyard ; but yer I often- 
bink that the ſparrows are bleffed who may reſort to the houſe , 
ff God in Anwoth, from which Iam banished. Temptations 

at | ſuppoſed to be ſtriken dead and laid upon their back , 

iſ again and revive upon me 3 yea , I ſee that while I live 
mptations will not die : The devil ſeemeth to brag & boaſt | 


'& ſsmuch, asit he had more court with Chriſt then I have, & as 

ols Þt he had charmed & blaſted my miniftery that I shall doe no; 
he Fore good in publike ; but this wind shaketh no corn : [ 
ly Frill not beleeve Chriſt would have made ſuctra mint to have* 


te to dumſelf, and have taken ſo much pains upon me as he” 
ith done', and then ſlip ſo eaſily from poſſcfſion , and loſe: 
le glory of , what he had done ;, Nay , fince I came to Aber-. 
#1 hayc been taken up to ſce = new land , the iro 

2 ace 
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lace of the Lamb : And will Chriſt let me ſee heaven to break Þ 
my heart , & never give it to me? Ishall not think my Lord 


Jeſus giveth a dumb earneſt, or putteth his ſeals to blank paper, 
or intendeth ro put me off with fair and talſe promiſes: I ſe 
that now , which I never ſaw well before. 1. I ſee faith's neceſlity 


in a fair day is never known aright; but now I miſs nothing ſo þ 


much as faith: Hunger in me runneth to fair and ſweet pro- 
miſes, but when I come, Iamlikea hungry man that wanteth 


teeth, or a weak ſtomack having asharp appetite that is filled 


with the very ſight of meat;or like one ſtupified with cold under 


the water that would fain come toland , but cannor grip any 
thing caſten to him: I can let Chriſt grip me, but I canng f 


grip him* I love to be kiſſed and to fit on Chriſt's knee; butl 


cannot ſet my feet to the ground , forafflitions bring the cramy | 


upon my faith: All I dow doe is to hold outalamefaithto 
Chriſt, like a begger __ out a ſtump in ſtead of an arm or 
leg, and cry Lord Feſus work a miracle. O what would I give 
to have hands & arms to grip ſtrongly & fold heartſomly about 
Chriſt's neck, & to have my claim made good with reall poſſeſ- 
ſion! I think my love to Chriſt hath feet abundance, & run- 
neth ſwiftly to be at him, but it wanteth hands and fingen 
to apprehend him. I think I would give Chriſt every morning 
my bleſſing, to have as much faith as I have love & hunger; a 
leaſt I miſs faith more then love & hunger. 2. I ſee mortificy 
tion, & to be crucified tothe world is not ſo highly accountel 
of by us as it should be, O how heavenly a thing isit tobe 
dead & dumb & deaf to this world's {weet mufick! I confi 
it bath pleaſed his Majeſty to make me laugh at children whoar: 
wooing this world for their match : 1 ſee men lying about the 
world, as Nobles about a King's court ; & I wonder whatthey 
2re 4 doing there: As I am at this preſent I would ſcornto 
court ſuch a teckleſs & petty Princefle , or buy this world's kind 
neſs with 2 bow of my knee. I ſcarce now either hear or ſee whit 
it is that this world offererth me ; I know it's little it can take 
from me, & as little it can give me. I recommend Mortfi- 
Zion to you above any thing : For alas we but chaſe feathe! 
Aying in the air , & tire our own ſpirits forthe oC 
Full 
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ovilded clay of a dying life :* One fight of what my Lord hath 


| let me ſee within this short time is worth a world of worlds. 
| 3. Ithought courage in the time of trouble for Chriſt's ſake, a 


thing that I might take up at my foot, I thought the very re- 
membrance of the honeſty of the cauſe would be enough ; but 
I was a fool in ſo thinking : I have much adoe now , to win to 


{ oneſmile; but I ſee joy groweth up in heaven , & it is above our 


short arm ; Chriſt will be ſteward & diſpenſer him{clt, & none 


| elſe but He: Therefore , now , I count much of one dram weight 
| of ſpirituall joy 3 one ſmile of Chriſt's face, is now to me as a 
Kingdom , & yet he is no niggard to me of comforts : Truly 
| Thave no cauſe to ſay that Tam pinched with penury or that the 
| confolations of Chriſt are dricd up , for he hath poured dawn 
| rivers upon a dry wilderneſs the-like of me to my admiration ; 


&in my very \woonings he holdeth up my head, & ſtayeth me 
with flagons of wine & comforterh me with apples : My houſe 
& bed is ftrowed with kiſſes of love. Praiſe, praiſe with me, 
0 if ye & I betwixt us could lift up Chriſt upon his throne , 
howbeit all Scor/and should caſt him down to the ground ! 


"| My Brother's caſe toucheth me neer, I hope ye will be kinde 


to him & give him your beſt counſel ; Remember my love to 
your Brother , to your wife & G. M. defire him to be faithfull & 
repent of his hypocrifie , and ſay that I wroteit to you; I wish 
him ſalvation; Write to me your minde anent, C. E. And C, Y. 
And their wiyes. & I. G, Or any others in my parish 2 I fear T 
am forgotten amongſt them ; but I cannot forget them, The 
priſoner's prayers and bleſſing come upon you: Grace, grace 
t& with you. | 


Aberd. Feb. 9, Toar Brother in the Lord 
1637. Feſwe , S.R. 


—M ., _ — 2 _— > — 
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To my Lord. © 
BALMERINOC H. 


My very Noble &r truly honourable Lord. (109) 


| Make bold to write newes to your Los : from my priſon, 


though your Ls: have experience more then I can have, 4 
my firſt entry here, I was not a little caſten down with ch, 


" 


lenges for old unrepented of fins , & Satan & my own apyre. 
her ions made a lye of Chrift , that he had caſten a dry withered þ 


tree over the dike of the vineyard; butit was my folly - bleſſed 


be his great name the fire cannot burn the dry tree: He isplet i 
fed now to feat the exiled pritoner with his lovely preſence, fa 
it ſuiteth Chriſt well to be kinde: & he dineth & ſuppeth with Þ 


ſack a finnerasI am. I am in Chriſt's tutcuring here ; he hath 
made me content with a borrowed fire-ſide , & it caiteth as much 
heat , as mine own - I want nothing at all but reall poſſeſſion 
of Chriſt: And he hath given me apawne of that alſo ; which] 

ope to keep till he come himſelf tolooſe the pawne, I cannit 
get help to praiſe his high name: He hath made me a Kingoyer 
my loſſes, impriſonment, banishment & onely my dumb fab 
baths tick in my throat: But I forgive Chriſt's wiſdom inthat: 
Id:re not ſay one word : He hath done it & I will lay my hand 
upon my mouth , If any other had done it to me, I couldnt 
have born it. Now My Lord, I muſt tel] your Lo : That I would 
not give a drink of cold water for this clay Idol , this plaiſtergd 
world. I teſtifie & give it under mine own hand , that Chriſti 
moſt worthy to be ſuffered for. Our lazie fleeh [which would 
have Chriſt to cry down croſſes by open proclamation ] hath but 
raiſed a ſlander upon the croſs of Chriſt, My Lord , I hopeye 
will not forget what he hath done for your ſoul : I thinkyeare 
in Chrift's count- book as his obliged debter. Grace , grace Vv 
with your ſpirit. . 

Aberd, March. 13. Your Lo : obliged Servant 
2639. © S.R, 


—— 


Y 


ERECT C_ET : ”y 


kk. % 


—_ 
'7 ALEXANDER GORDON. 
| Of Knock gray. 


Dear B-ot her, (110) 
n, | Race, mercy & peace, be to you; I long to hear how 
AÞ Vyour ſoul proſpereth : I expected letters from you ere 


bal Þ now. As for my ſelf Iam here in good caſe , well feaſted with 
re B 2 preat King, At my firſt coming here , I was that bold as 
7d Þ to take up a jealouſie of Chriſt's love : I ſaid I wascalt over the 
ſel Þ dike of the Lord's vineyard asadry tree ; but 1 ſee if I had been 
lerÞ withered branch , the fire would have burnt me long ere now :; 
fr Þ blefſed be his high name who hath kept ſap in the dry tree: & 
vith Þ gow as if Chriſt had done the wrong , he hath made the mends , 
alÞ & hath miskent my ravings [for a man under the water can« 
ul Þ not well command his wit , far leſs his faith & love] becauſe it 
lon Þ was a fever, my Lord Jeſus forgave me that among thereft : 
all He knoweth , in our afflictions we can finde a ſpot in the faireſt 
ndt F face that ever was , even in Chriſt's face: I would not have be- 
VF leeved that a gloom should have made me to misken my old 
lab Þ Maſter ; But we muſt be whiles fick : Sickneſs is but kindly 
it: Bf to both faith & Love. But O how execedingly is a poor dited 
priſoner obliged to ſweet Jeſus! My tears are ſweeter tome , 
00tF then the laughter of the fourteen Prelats to them : The worlt 
ould of Chriſt , even his chaff, is better then the world's corn. Dear 
IE Brother , I beſeech you, I charge you in the name & authority 
tv of the Son of God , help me to praiſe his highneſs , & I charge 
jou alſo to tell all your acquaintance, that my Maſter may get 
LbutY many thanks, O if my hairs, all my members and all my 
oF bones, were well tuned tongues to fing the high praiſes of my 
arc preat & glorious King ! Help me to lift Chriſt up upon his 
MF throne, & tolift him up above all the thrones of the clay Kings; 

the dying ſcepter- bearers of this world. The priſoner's bleſſing , 
uf I the bleſſing of him that is ſeparated from his brethren , be upon 
them all who will lend me a lift in this work : Shew this to that 
fople with you to whom ſometimes I preached. Brotber , my 
O 4 Lord; 
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Load, hath hrought me to this , that I will nat flatter the wal 
far a drink of water : Iam nodebter to clay , Chriſt hath mad, 
me dead to that: I now wonder that ever I was ſuch a Child 
long ſince, asto beg at ſuch beggers; Fy upon us, who wor. 
ſuch a blak skinned harlot; when we may get 1ych a fair, far 
match up in heaven. O that I could give up with this clay-idol, 
Fils masked painted-overguilded dirt, that Adam's ſons adore! 

e make an 1dol of our \:Il; as many luſts in us as many Gods, 
Weare all God-makers ; We are like to loſe Chriſt the true God 


Jn the throng of theſe new & falſe Gods. Scorlang hath caſt he 
crown off her head : The virgin Daughter hath loſt her garland; 


woe , woetoour harlot mother ; Our day 1s coming , atime 


when women $hall wish they had been childleſs, & fathers hal 


bleſs miſcarrying wombs & dry breaſts: many houſes , greatk 
fair , $shall be defolate. This Kirk shall fit on the ground all the 


Night & the tears shall run down her cheeks : The ſun hathgone i 


down upon her Prophets - Bleſſed are the priſoners of hope who 
can run 1n to their ſtrong hold , & hide themſelyes for a littletill 
the indignation be overpaſt. Commend me to your Wife , vour 
Dayvghrers, your Son in law, & to A.T. write to meofthe 
caſe of your Kirk, Grace be with you. I am much moved for my 
Brother » Ientreat for your kigdnels & counſel to him. 


Aberd. Feb. 23. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſus, S. R. 


_—— 


To my Lady 
M ARR E Tounger. 


My Very noble & dear Lady. (111) 
'E Race , mercy & peace be to you 2 I received your Ls; 
> letter , which hash comforted my ſoul. God give youts 
finde mercy in the day of Chriſt. I am in as good termes and 
court with Chriſt, as an exiled oppreſſed priſoner of Chriſt cat 
be: Iam ftill welcome to his houſe, he knoweth my — 
metro | Wh 
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h in a poor ſriend : Under this black rough tree of the 
croſs of Chriſt , he hath ravished me with his love , & taken 
my heart to heaven with him: well & long may he bruik it, I 
would not niffer Chriſt with all the joyes that man or Angel can 
deviſe beſide him. Who hgth ſuch cauſe to ſpeak honourably 
of Chriſt as I have? Chriſt_is King of all croſſes & he hath 
made his ſaints little Kings under him , & he can ride & triumph 
ppon weaker bodiesthen I am [if any can be weaker ] & his horſe 
will neither fall nor ſtumble. Madam, your La: hath much adoe 


| with Chriſt for your ſoul, husband, children, & houſe: Let 
| him finde much employment ſor his calling with you ; for he is 


ſuch a friend as delighteth to be burdened with ſutes and em- 


| ployments, and the more ye lay on him and the more homely 


j be with him , the more welcome. O the depth of Chriſt's 


 ſove! It hath neither brim nor bottom. O if this blinde world 
| aw his beauty ! When I count with him for his merciesto 


me, I muſt ſtand till & wonder & goe away asa poor dyvour 
who hath nothing to pay : Free forgiveneſs is my payment, I 
would I could get him ſet on high, for his love hath made me ſick” 
&Idie excepr I get reail poſſeſſion. Grace , grace be with you. 


Aberd. March. 5+ Tour La: at allobedience in 
1637. Chriſt, S. R. 


N——IE—I——u———_ .  W——_—__—_—_— 


To JAMES Mc ADAM. 


My very dear & worthy friend. (112) 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: I long to hear of your 
growing in grace ,, & of your advancing in your journey 

to heaven 2 It will be the joy of my: heart to hear that ye hold 
your face up the brae& wade through tentations without fearing 
what man can doe. Chriſt shall, when he ariſeth , mowe down 
his enemies & lay bulks | as they uſe to peg, bes the green & 
fill the pits with dead bodies , Pſal. 110: 6. they shall lie like 
handfulls of withered hay when he ariſeth ro the prey. S#lva- 
tion , Salvation is the onely neceſlary thing : this clay-idol , the 
OF world, 
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xvorld, 1s not to be ſought, itis a morſel not for you, butfy 
hunger-bitten baſtards, Contend for Salvation : Your Ma 
ter Chriſt , won heaven with ſtrokes: It is a beſieged caſtle, 
3t muſt be taken with violence. Oh, this world thinketh hez. 
yen but atthe next door, & that godlineſs may ſleep in a bed 
downs till it come to heaven, but that will not doe it. Form 
ſelf, Iam as well as Chriſt's priſoner can be: For by him, Ian 
maſter & King of all my crofles; Iam above the priſon &the 
lash of mens tongues: Chriſt triumpheth in me. I have beer 
caſten down & heavie with fears & hunted with challenges,I wg 
ſwimming in the depths; but Chriſt had his hand underm 
chin all the time & took good heed that I should not loſe breath: 
And now I have gotten my feet again, & there are love-feaſ 
of joy & ſpring-tides of conſolation betwixt Chriſt & me : We 
agree well, I have court with him , I am ftill welcometo hiz 


houſe. .O my $hort arms cannot fathom his love ! I beſeechÞ 
you , I charge you help me to praiſe : Ye have a priſoner's pray. 


ers, therefore forget me not. I deſire S:b:/a to remember me 
dearly to all in that Parich who know Chriſt , as if I had name 
them. Grace, grace be with you. 5 


Aberd. March. 13. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſwa , S. R, 


eee SWeernet Vurter er ner Eee 


To my very dear Brother 
WILLIAM LIVINGSTONE. 


My very dear Brother. (113) 


I Rejoyce to kear that Chriſt hath run away with your young 
love & that yeareſocarly in the morning matched with ſuch 


a Lord , for a young man is often a dreſſed lodging for the de- 


vil to dwell in: be humble and thankfull for grace , & weigh 
it not ſo much by weight as if it be true : Chriſt will not caſt ws 
ter on your ſmoking coal , he never yet put outadim candle 
that was lighted at the ſun of righteousneſs. I recommendto 

: | you 
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ou prayer & watching over the ſins of your youth ; for I know 
miſſive letters goe between the Devil & young blood; Satan 
hath a friend at court in the heart of youth , & there, pride , lux» 
ury, luſt , revenge, forgetfulneſs of God are hired as his a- 
gents: happy is your ſoul if Chriſt man rhe houſe & take the 
keys himſelf & command all [ as it ſuiteth him full well ty 
rule all where ever he is] keep him & entertain Chriſt well, 
cherish his grace, blow upon your own coal : & let him tutour 

ou Now for my ſelf , know I am fully a greed with my Lord: 
Chriſt hath put the father & me in orher's arms, - many a ſweet 
bargain he made before, & he hath made this among the reſt. 
I reign as King over my croſſes, I will.not flatter a temptation 
nor give the Deyil a good word . I defie Hell's iron gates : God 
hath paſt over my quarrelling of him at my entry here , &.now 
he feedeth & feaſteth with me : praiſe , praiſe with me & letus 


| exalt his name together. 


Aberd. March, 13. Tour brother in 
1637. Chriſt, S R. 


M——————_ 
— 


To WILLIAM GORDON. 
of White parke. 


Wortby Sir. \ (114) 

Racc, mercy & peace be unte yoy : I long to hear from 

you: I am here the Lord's paiſoner & pattent , handled 
a ſoftly by my Phyſician as if I were a fick man under cure. I 
was at hard terms with my Lord & pleaded with him; But TI 
had the worſt fide : It is a wonder he should have ſuffcred the 
like of me to have nicknamed the Son of his love Chriſt, & to 
call him a changed Lord who had forſaken me; but misbelief 
hath never a good word to ſpeak of Chriſt. The droſs of my 
croſs, gathered a ſcum of fears in the fire, doubtings, impatience, 
ynbelief, challenging of providence as ſleeping, & not regarding 
my ſorrow; but my gold ſmith Chriſt was pleaſed to take off the 
Fum & burn it in the fire - And bleſſed be my finer he hack 
INAQC 2 
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in it's pace , that holdeth my onely , onely fair one, my loye, 


my welbeloved from me: O it we were together once ! Ian 


like an old crazed ship that hath endured many ſtorms & thx 
would fain be in the lee of the shore , & feareth new ſtorms: | 


would be that nigh heaven.that the shadow of it might breakthe Þ 
force of the ſtorm & the craced ship might win toland, My 
Lord's fun cafteth a heat of love & beam of light on my ſoul, 
My blefling thrice every day upon the ſweet crols of Chriſt: 1 
am not ashamed of my garland The banished Miniſter. [which 
is the term of Aberden] Love, Love defieth reproaches : The 


love of Chrit hath a croſlet ofproofon ir , & arrows will not 


draw blood of it: We = more then conquerours through the þ 


blood of him that hath loved us, Rom. $8. The devil. & the 
world they cannot wound the love of Chriſt. I am further from 
yeelding to the courſe of defetion then when I came hither! 
ſufferings blunt not the fiery edge of love : Caſt love in the 


floods of hell it will ſwim above; it careth not for the world's 
busked and plaiſtered offers, It hath pleaſed my Lord ſoty 


lyne my heart with the love of my Lord Jeſus , that as if the field 
were already won , & I onthe other ſide of time , Ilaugh at the 
world's golden pleaſures & at this dirtie Idol that the ſons of 
Adam worship: This worm-eaten God , is that which my ſoul 
hath fallen out of love with. Sir, ye were once my hearer: l 
defirc now to hear from you & your wife : I ſalute her & your 
children with bleſſings: I am 'glad that ye are ftill hand-faſted 


with Chriſt : goe on in your journey & take the city by vic. 


lence: Keep your garments clean : Be clean virgins to your 
husband the Lamb : the world shall follow you to heayen's 
gates, & ye would not wish it to goe in with you : _ - 
| | : ; Chrilt's 


made the metall better & furnished new ſupply of grace to can; Þ 
me hold out weight & I hope hath not looſed one grain weigh 
by burning his ſervant. Now his love in my heart caſteth,þ 
mighty heat: He knoweth that the deſire I have to be at hin. Þ 
ſelf paineth me; I haye ſick nights & frequent fits of lovesfeyer, Þ 
for my welbeloved : Nothing paineth me now but want 
preſence: I think it long till day : I challeng- time as too ſlow þ 
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Chrift's love : Pray for me as I doe for you : the Lord ſeſus be 
| with your Spirit. 


'  Aberd. March 13. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
: 16037, Feſws , S.R, 


77 Mr GEORGE GILLESPIE. 


Reverend & dear Brother. (115) 


| | Received your letter: as for my caſe Brother , Ibleſs his glo= 


rious name, my loſſes are my gain , my priſon a palace, & 
my fadnc(s joyfulneſs. At my firſt entry , my apprehenſions 


| ought ſo upon my croſs, that I became jealous of the love of 


| Chri | 
| Cer geete challenges , [as ordinarily melted gold caſteth firſt a 


as being by him thruſt out of the vineyard , & I was un- 


drofſlie ſcum , & Satan & our corruption form the firſt words 


| that the heavy croſs ſpeaketh & ſay God is angry.He loveth you not.] 


But our appretienſions are not cannonicall: they dite lyes of God 
& Chriſt's love; but fince my ſpirit was ſetled , & the clay fal- 
|:nto the bottom of the well , I ſee better what Chriſt was doings 
And now my Lord is returned with falyation under his wings , 

ay 


now I want little of half a heaven , & I finde Chriſtevery 
| ſo ſweet, comfortable, lovely & Kinde , as three things onely 


trouble me. 1, I ſee hot how to be thankfull , or how to get 
help to praiſe thar royall King who raiſeth up theſe that are 
bowed down. 2. His love paineth me & woundeth my ſoul, fo 
$I am in fever for want of reall prefence. ' 3, An exceſſive 


deſire to take inſtruments in God's name , that this is Chriſt & his | 


tmith I now ſuffer for, yea the apple of the eye of Chriſt's ho- 
nour, even the Soveraignity & royall priviledges of our King 
& law-giver Chriſt : & therefore let no man ſcar at Chriſt's 
croſs, or raiſe an ill report upon him or it: for he beareth the 
ſufferer & it both. I am here troubled with the diſputes of the 
great Doctors _—_— with D. B. in Ceremoniall & Arnii- 
alan controverſies for all are corrupt here] but I thank God, with 
a0 detrinaent to the truth, or diſcredit to my profeſſion 2 So 

LT | then 
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then I ſee that Chriſt can triumph in a weaker man nor I, & who 
can be more weak? But his grace is ſufficient for me. Brother 
remember our old Covenanr, & pray for me, & write to me 
your caſe. The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, 
Aberd. March 13. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637.  Feſmw. S.R. 


I—_——  — ———— _ — —— 


7 JOHNMEINE. 
Dear Brother, (116) 


@ Race, mercy & peace be unto you : I wonder ye ſent me 
not an anſwer to my laſt letter ; for I ſtand in nced of it: [ 

am ſti] in ſome piece of court with our great King , whoſe loye 

would cauſe a dead man ſpeak & hve : whether my court will 
continue or not, I cannot wel ſay ; But I have his ear frequently 

[& to his glory onelyT ſpeak it] no penurie of the love-kiſſes 

of the Son of God : He thinketh good to caſt apples to me in my- 

| ptiſon to play withall ; leſt Tshould think long & faint : I muſt 

| give overall attempts to fathom the depth of his love : all I can 

| doeis but to ſtand beſide his great love, & look & wonder: my 
debts of thankfulneſs affrighr me : I feat my Creditor get a Dy- 

vour-bill & a ragged account : I would be much the tetter of 
| help: O for heip, & that ye would take notice of my caſe: 

| Yournot writing to me maketh me think ye ſuppoſe that Iam 

| Nof to be bemoaned, becauſe he is comfortable ; but I have 

| pain in' my.unthankfulneſs , & pain in the fecling of his love 

while'I am lick again for real preſence , & real poſſeſſion of 
| Chriſt ; yet there is no gooked [If I may ſpeak ſo] nur fond 

love in Chrift : He caſteth me down ſometimes with challenges 

for old faults, & I know, he knoweth' well that ſweet com. 

| forts are ſwelling & therefore ſorrow muſt make a vent to the. 
| Wind: my dumb ſabbaths are undercotting wounds. The con- 

| dition of this oppreſſed kirk , & my brother's caſe ['I thank you' 
| & your wife for your kindneſs to him] hold my tore ſmart- 

| Ifg:& keep my wounds bleeding ; but the ground-work _ 

= &t 
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Bah fure. Pray for me. Grace bz with you, Remember me to 


your wife. | 
:Aberd. March. 7. | Yours in bis ſweet Loyd 
1677. Feſus, $.R. 


—m> ——RRTI 
gg 


To Mr. THOMAS GARVEN. 


Reverend and dear Brother. (117) 


Bleſſe you for your letter : it wasashower to the new mow- 
| fa graſs* The Lord hath given you the tongue of the Learn- 

ed: Be fruitfull & humble: Itis poſſible ye come to my caſe, 
othe like; but the water is neither ſo deep, nor the ſtream ſo 
ſtrong as it is called : I think my fire is not hot, my water dry 
nd, my loſs rich loſs. O if the walls of my priſon be high , 
wide & large , & the place ſweet ! No man knoweth it, no man 
Iay knoweth it [my Dear Brother ] lo'well , ashe & I, noman' 
cn put it down in black & white as my Lord: hath ſealed it in 
my heart; My poor ſtock 1s growen ſince I came to Aberden 
Andifany had known the wrong [ did in being jealous of ſuch 
a1 honeft lover as Chriſt, who witheld not his love from meg; 
they would think the more of it ; but I ſee he muſt be above me 
in mercy; I will never ſtrive with him: To think to recom» 
penſe him is folly : If I had as many Angels tongues as there 
tavefallen drops of rain fince the creation, or as there are leaves 
& trees in all the forreſt of the earth, or ſtars in the heaven to 
paiſe; yet my Lord Jeſus would ever be behinde with me - 
We will never get our accounts fitted : A pardon muſt clole 
te reckoning ; for his comforts to me in this his honourable 
cuſe, havealmoſt put me beyond the bounds of modeſty; how 
kit I will not let every one know what is betwixt us4 Love; 
love [I mean Chriſt's love] is the -hotteit coal that ever I felt 2 
Obutthe ſmoke of it be hot! Cait all the ſalt ſea on it}, -ir will 
lime, hell cannot quench it: Many;many waters will 'not quench 
ore: Chriſt is turned overto his poorpriſoner in a maſſe &gtobe' 
floye:;; I'wonder be should waſte :ſo-muchloye:upory {| _ 
Walts. 
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waſter as I am; but he is no waſter but abundant in mercy; 1 


hath no niggards almes when he is pleaſed togive. O that I cout 
invite all the nation to love him ! Free grace is an unknown 
thing: This world hath heard but a bare name of Chriſt & ng 
more : There are infinite plyes in his love, that the ſaints wil 
fiever win to unfold; I would it were better known & thx 


Chrift got more of his own due then de doeth. Brother, jy 


have choſen the good part who have taken part with Crit: 


Ye will ſee him win the field, & ye s$hall get part of the ſpoil Þþ 


when he divideth it:'They are bn tools who laugh at us; for they 
ſee but the backſide of the moon ; yet our moon-light is bette 


then their twelve- hours-ſun: We have gotten the new heavens 
a5 a pledge of that the bridegroom's love-ring : 'The children 
the wedding chimber have cauſe to skip & leap for joy , forthe 
marriage ſupper is drawing nigh & we finde the four-bours (wee Þ 
& comfortable. O time be not ſlow ! O ſun move ſpeedily, & F 
haſten our banquet? O bridegroom be like a roe, ora young 


hart upon the mountains! O welbeloved run faſt that we may 
once meet! Brother , I contain my ſelf for want of time: Pry 
for me: I hope to remember you. The good will of him who 


dwelt in the bush, the tender mercies of God in Chriſt enrich 


you - Grace be with you, 


Aberd. March. 14. | Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſus S.R. 
To BETHAIA AIRD. 
Wrthy Siſter. [118] 


Race , mercy & peace be unto you : I khow ye defir 


news from my priſon , & I shallshew you news. Atm 
firſt entry hither , Chriſt & I agreed not well upon it : Th 
devil made a pleain the houſe & I aid the blame upon Chriſt; 


for my heart was fraughted with challenges , & I feared that! 
was an outcaſt, & that I was bur a withered tree in the vine 
yard, & but held the ſun off the good plants with = - 

V9 S rhadoy 
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chadow , & therefore my Maſter had given the evil ſeryant #h# 
fields to fend him : Old: guiltineſs ſaid [as witneſs | All is 
tive: My apprehenfions were with childe of faithleſs fears , 8 
unbelief put a ſeal & Amen to all. I thought my ſelf ina hard 
caſe , Some {aid I had caule to rejoyce that Chriſt had honour- | 
ed me to be a witneſs for him: & I ſaid in my hearttheſe are. | 


| words of men who ſee but mine outfide & cannot tell if I be a 
falſe witneſs or not. If Chriſt had 1n this matter been as wil- 


full & short as I was, my faith had gone over the brae & broken 


| it'sneck; But we were well met, a haſtie fool & a wiſe patient 
| & meck Saviour: he took no law-advantage of my folly ; but 
| waited on till my 11] blood was fallen & my drumbled & troubled 


well began to clear: He was never a whit angry at the feyer- 
ravings of a pour tempted ſtnner ; but he mercifully forgave ; & 


| came (as it well bzcometh him) with grace & new. comfort ta 
| a ſinner, who Gdeieryed the contrary : And now he is conterit 
| to kiſs my black mouth , to put his hand in mine; & to feed 
| me with as many conſolations as would feed ten hungry ſouls; 


Yet I dare not ſay heis a waſter of comforts, for no leſs would 
have born me up, ane grain weight leſs would have caften the 
ballance. Now, who 1s like to that royall king crownedin 
Zion? where will I get a ſeat for royall Majeſty to ſet him on ? 


| if I could ſet him as far above the heavens as thouſand thoufands 
| of heights deviſed by men & angels, I would think him but 
| too low, I pray you for God's lake , :y dear Siſter , help 
| me to praiſe : His love hath neither brim nor bottom :. Hrs 
loyeis like himfelt , it paſſeth all naturall underſtanding : I goe 
| tofathom it with my arms , but it is, as if a childe woutd take the 
_w of ſea & land in his two short arms : Bleſſed & holy is 


is name. This mutt be his truth I now ſuffer for , for he woutd 


| not laugh upon a lye, nor be witneſs with his comforts tox 


hight-dream. I entreat for yonr prayets , & the prayers & 


| bleſſing of a priſoner of Chriſt be upon you, Grace be with you, | ; 


Aberd, March. 14. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. = Feſw, SR. | 


P 
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To ALEXANDER GORDON, + 
Of Knockgray. 


Dear Brother. (119) F 


Have not leiſure to write to you: Chriſt's wayes were know | d: 

Bay you , long before I [who am but a childe] knew ay G 
thing of him. What wrong & violence the Prelats maybyÞ 5h 
God's permiſſion doe unto you for your tryal, I know not; bu er 
this I know that your ten dayes tribulation will end : ContendÞ a+ 
tothe laſt breath for Chriſt. Banisment out of theſe Kingdoms F [ : 
1s determined againſt me as I hear; this land dow not bear me:Þ pr 
I pray you, recommend my caſe & bonds to my brethren&Þ er 
ſiſters with you; I intruſt more of my ſpirituall comfort toyouÞ & 
& them that , way dear Brother , then to many in this Kingdom Þ mi 
beſides. I hope, ye will not be wanting to Chriſt's priſoner, Þ wi 
Fear nothing , for I aſſure you , Alexander Gordon of Knockgray Þ the 
Shall win away & get his ſoul for a prey : And what can hethen Þ ſuc 
want that's worth the having ? Your friends are cold [as jeÞ mi 
write] & ſo are theſe in whom I truſted much : Our husbadp yer 
docth well in breaking our idols in pieces: dry wells ſend usto F as 
the fountain. My life 1s not dear to me, ſobeing I may fultilmyÞ in 
courſe with joy. I fear your muſt remove if your new hireling be 
will not bear your diſcountenancing of him ; for the Prelat is4-Þþ fcic 
traid Chrift get you, & that he hath no will of. Grace be with you Þ 


! fir 

Aberd, 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord & | 4 
Maſter, S. R., L1d 

| Goc 


T JOHN FLEEMINGþ 
Bailiffe of Leith. | bei 

Worthy & dearly beloved in the Lord. (120) cala 
Race , mercy & peace be unto you : received your {| me, 


ter: Iwish I could fatisfic your defire in drawing up aol "ke 
tors wo On Wo” frame | nels 
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| frariing for you a Chriſtian directory : But the learned 
| have done it before me more judiciouſly then I can ; eſpecially 


My R-dgers , Greembame -& Perkins ; notwithſtanding » 


AE A TOY ne ern aa PRI v 


hall chew you what I would have been at my jelf [howbeit L 
1 came alwayes short of my purpoſe.) 1. That hours of the 


| day leſs or more time, for the word & prayer, be given to 


God , not ſparing the twelfth hour or midday , howbeit it 


| chould then be the shorter time. 2. In the midſt of wordly 


employments , there would be ſome thoughts of //n , judgement , 


' death & etermty, With a word or two of cjaculatory prayer 


| [at leaſt ] to God, 3. To beware of wandering of heart m 


” privat prayers. 4. Not to grudge howben ye come from pray- 


| er without ſenſe or joy : Down=caſting , ſenſe of guiltineſs 
| & hunger is often beſt for us. 5. Thar the Lord's day from 
| morning to night be ſpent alwayes either in private or publike 
| worship, 6. That words be obſerved , wandering and idle 
thoughts be avoided , ſudden anger & defire of revenge , even of 
| ſuch as perſecute the truth, be guarded againſt; for we often 
| mix our zeal with our own wilde fire; 7, That known , diico-. 
| yered & revealed fins that are againſt the conſcience be e{chewed 
| as moſt dangerous preparatives to hardneſs of heart. 8. That 
| in dealing with men , faith & truth in covenants & trafigeing 


| be regarded, that we deal with all men in fincerity , that cons 
1s-Þ ſcience be made of idle & lying words, & that our carriage be 
| ſuch as that they who ſee it , may ſpeak honourably of uur 


| ſweet Maſter and profeſſion, 9g. I have been much challeng- 
| ed. 1, For not referring all to God as the laſt end : That 
| I doe not eat , drink , ſleep, journey, ſpeak and think for 


| God. 2. That 1 have not benefired by good company , & 


| that I left not ſome word of conviction even upon naturall and 
| wicked men, as by reproving ſwearing in them , or becauſe of 


being a filent witneſs to their looſe carriage, & becauſe l in- 


| tende4 not in all companies to doe good. 3; That the woes & 


calamities of the Kirk & particular profeſſors have not moved 
me, 3, That the reading of the life of David, Paul & the 
like when it humbled me, I {coming ſo far short of their holi- 
neſs] laboured not to imitate them a far off at lealt , according 

TI to 
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to the meaſure of God's grace. 5. That unrepented fins of 


youth were not looked to & lamented for. 6. That ſudden 
ſtirrings of pride , luſt , revenge ,, love of hononrs were not 
rTefiſted & mourned for. 7. That my charity was cold. 8. That 


the experiences I had ofGod's hearing me in this & the other Par. 


ticular, being gathered - yet in a new trouble I had al wayes 
{once at leaſt ] my faith to {eek , as if I were to begin at A.B.C, 
Again. 9. That I have not more boldly contradicted the ene 


mies ſpeaking againſt the truth : either in publike church-meet. 


ings , or at tables, or ordinary conference. 10, That i 


great troubles I have received falſe reports of Chriſt's loye& 
misbeleeved him in his chaſtning , whereas the event hath faid 


all was in mercy. 11, Nothing more moyeth me & weighteth 
my ſoul , then that I could never for my heart in my proſperity, 
fo wreſtle in prayer with God , nor be ſo dead to the world: {6 
Hungry & ſick of love for Chriſt, ſo heavenly minded , s 
when ten ſtone wertght of a heavy croſs was upon me. 12, That 
the croſs extorted vows of new obedience which eaſe hath blow: 
en away as chaff before the wind. 13, That practice wa 
fo short & narrow , & light ſo long & broad. 14. That 
death hath not been often meditated upon. 15. That I hare 
Kot been carefull of gaining others to Chriſt, 16. That my 
orace .& pifts bring forth little or no thankfulneſs. There are 
ſame things alſo whereby I have been helped: As, 1. I havebe 
nefited by riding alone a long journey , in giving that time to 
Prayer. 2. By abſtinence & giving dayes to God. 3. by 
Praying for others; for by making an errand to God for them, 
I have gotten ſomething for my ſelf. 4+- I have been really 
confirmed in many particulars that God heareth prayers, and 
therefore I uſed to pray for any thing of how little importance 
Joever. 5, He enabled me to make no queſtion that this 
mocked way , which isnicknamed, is the onely way to heaven, 
Sir, theſe & many moe occurrencesin your life would be look 
ied unto : &, 1. Thoughts of Atheiſme would be watched 
'over as If there be a God zu heaven : Which will trouble & aſſault 


the beſt at ſome times. 2. Growth in grace would be cared for | 


aboxye all things, & falling from our tick love A” 
me | Our HEY 3. Cop 


hy my ca as Duo oo oo 
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2, Conſcience made of praying for the enemies who are blinds | 


ed. Sir , I thank you moſt kindly for your care of my brother 


& me alſo: I hope itislaid up for you and remembred in heas | 
ven, I am ſtill ashamed with Chriſt's kindneſs to ſuch a finner ! 
2 I am: He hath left a fire in my heart that hell cannot caſt 


| water 0 to quench or extinguish it. —_ me to praiſe and 


pray for me: fur ye have a priſoner's bleſling & prayers. Re- 
member my love to your wife. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. March, 15. Yours in Chrift Fe- 
1637. ſas, S. R, 


CE EE rr er Irs Tone ee — = — > ——CI 


ROBERT GORDON: 


Of Knockbrex. 


My very dear Brother. (121) | 

(; ce , Mercy & peace be unto you: I thought to have 
anſwered your two letters upon this occaſion; though I 
canuor ſay all that 1 would. Your timeous word [ot to 4e- 
light m the croſs, but in him who ſweetneth ut] came to me in 
due time : I finde the conſolations & off-fallings that follow the 
croſs of Chriſt ſo ſweet , that Ialmoſt forget my ſelf : my dee 
firc& purpoſe is , when Chrift's honey combs drop , neither to 
refuſe to receive & feed upon his comforts , nor yet to make 


| joy , My baſtard-god, or my new found heaven: But what 


shall I Jay ? Chriſt yery often in his ſweet comforts cometh un. 
ſent for , & it were a fin to cloſe the door upon him 2 It 1s not 
unlawfull to love & delight in Chriſt's apples , when Iam not 
dottingly wooing , nor eagerly begging kiffes ; but when the 
come clean from the timber [like kindneſs it ſelf that comet 
of it's own accord ] then I cannot but laugh upon him , who 
lugheth upon me: If joy & comforts came fingle & alone , 
without Chriſt himſelf, I think I would ſend them back 
again the gate they came , and not make them wel- 
come ; But when the King's train cometh, and the Kin 
in the midſt of the company , O how am I overienl 
with floods of loye ! I fear _ that too great m_ 
3Z 7 


_ (230) 


of love wash away the growing corn , & looſe my plants 
at the roots : Chritt doeth no skaith where he cometh; but 
cerfainly I would wi1sh ſuch fpirituall wiſdom as to love the bri. 
degruom better then his gifts, his propines , or drink money, 
] would be further in upon Chriit then at hisjoves; they but 
ſtand in the utter {ide of Chriſt: I would wish to be  asz 
ſeal on his heart , i where his love & mercy lodgeth , belide his 
heart. My welbeloved hath ravished me; but it 1s done with 
conſent of parties , & it 1s allowable enough : But my deay 


Brother , ere I part with this ſubje&, I muſt tell you, [that ye | 


may lift up myKing in praiſes with meJChriſt hath ben keeping 
ſomething theſe four teen years for me , that I have now gotten 


in my heavy dayes, thar I am in for his name ſake; even an opens | 


ed coffer. of perfnmed comforts & fresh joycs coming new, & 
green, & powerfull from the faireſt , faireſt face of Chriſt my 


Lord. Let the ſowre law , let croſſes, let hell be cryed down; Þ 


Love , love hath shamed me from my old wayes. Whetherl 
have a race to run or ſome work adoe, I ſeenot; but 1 think, 
Chriſt ſeemeth to leave heaven [to ſay ſo] & his court, & come 
down to laugh & play & ſport with a daft bairn, I am not this 
plain with many I write to; It is poſſible I be miſconſtructed 
& deemed to ſeck a name; but my witneſs above knoweth , I 
ſeek to have a good name raiſed upon Chriſt, I obſerve it to be 
our folly , to ſeek little from Chritt; becauſe our four- hours may 
not be aur ſupper; nor our propine ſent by the Bridegroom our 


toc:-r good; nor our earneſt our principal ſumme : But I trow | 
few of us know how much may be had of Chriſt for a four. | 


hqurs & a propine & earneſt: Wearelike the young heir who 
knoweth not the whole bounds of his own Lordship. Certainly 
It is more then my part to ſay , O ſweeteſt Lord Ieſus , what howbeit 


Tweie ſplit & broken in fiue : houſand shearas or bits of clay , ſo bemg þ 
eUe ”V Sheard bad aA heart to love thee » "Ou eVEery one as many Fongues 
as here are ſtars in hexven to ſing praiſes to thee , before man |þ 
&& angel for evermere ? Therefore if my ſufferings cry good» Þþ 


neſs . & praiſe, & honour upon Chriſt, my ſtipend is well 


payed. Each one knoweth not what a life Chriſt's love 's:: 


Scar nut at 1uftering for Chriit , fox Chriſt hath a chair & a 
| cushion 
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cuthion & ſweet peace for a ſufferer: Chriſt's trencher from the | 
frſt meſs of the high-table is for a finfull witneſs. O then 
Brother >, Who but Chriſt ! Who but Chriſt ? Hold your 


| tongue of lovers where he cometh out! O all flesh , O duſt & 


xh:s, O Angels, O glorified ſpirits, O al! the $hields of 
the world , be filent before him., come hither & behold our 
Bridegroom , ſtand ſtill & wonder for eyermore at him? Why 
ceaſe we to love & wonder, to kiſs & adore him? Itisa hard 


| matter that dayes lie betwixt me & him & hold us aſunder, O 
| bow long , how long ! O how many miles are there to my 
pridegroom's dwelling houſe ! It is a pain to friſt Chriſt's love 
| any longer - But it may be adrunken man loſe his feet & miſs 
| a ſtep, Ye write to me , hall binks are ſlippery : 1 due not 
| think my dating world will till laſt, & that feaſts will be my 
| ordinary food : I would haye humility , patience & faith, to ſet 
| down both my feet when I come to the north- fide of the cold & 
| thorny hill, Ir is ill my common to be ſwier to goe an errand 


for Chriſt  & to take the wind upon my face for him. Lord , 


| let me never be a falſe witneſs to deny that I ſaw Chriſt take the 


pen in his hand & ſubſcribe my writes. My Dear Brother , ye 
complain to me ye cannot hold ſight of me ; but were a foot- 


| man Ishould goeatleiſure, but ſometimes the King taketh me 


into his coach , & draweth me; & then I outrun my {ſelf ; but 


| alas I am ſtill a forlorn tranſgreſſour : O how unthankfull ! 
| I will not put you off your ſenſe of deadneſs, but let me ſay 
| this, who gave you Proctor fee, to ſpeak for the law, that can 
| ſpeak for it ſelf , better then ye can doe ? I would not have you 
| to bring your dittay in your own boſom with you to Chriſt : 


Let the old man & the new man be ſummoned before Chriſt's 


| white throne, & let them be confronted before Chriſt, & let 
| each one of them ſpeak for themſelyes : I hope howbeit the new 
| man complain of his lying among the pots, which maketh the 
| beleever look black , yet he can ſay alſo, Iam comely as the tents 
| of Keday ; Ye $hall not have my advice not to bemoan your 


deadneſs; but I finde by ſome experience | which ye knew be- 
fore I knew Chriſt] it ſuiteth not a ranſomed man of Chriſt's 
buying, to goe & plea for the ſowre law, our old fore caſten 

| P 4 | husband , 
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xquary's, for we are now not under the law | as a covenant] befo 
but under grace 2; Ye are in no man's common but Chriſt: BRen 


I know he bemoaneth you more then ye doe your {elf I ſay thi, 
becauſe I am wearied of complaining. I thought it had becnhy, 


mility to1magine that Chriſt was angry with me , both becauſ 


of my dumb ſabbaths & my hard heart , but I feel now nothin 
but aking wounds: .my griet whether I will or not ſwelleth ny. 


on me : But let us die in Grace's hall-floor pleading before i 
Chriſt; I deny nothing that the Mediator will challenge me 
of ; but I turn it all back upon himſelf ; Let him look hisow Þ 
old counts if he be angty , for he will get no more of me; wha 
Chriſt ſaith I want Repentante ; ] meet him with this, Tu 


Lord ; but thou art made a King & Prince t0 give me Repentan 


AR. 5: 31, When Chriſt bindeth a challenge upon us , we 
mult binde a promiſe back upon him : Be woe & lay your {ff 


in the duſt before God | which is ſuitable] but withall | 


Chriſt take payment in his own hand , & pay himſelfe , ofthe | | 


firſt end of his own merits; elſe he will come behinde foray 
thing we can doe. I am every way in your caſe, as hard heart 
ed & dead as any man ; but yet I ſpeak to Chriſt through ny 
ſleep; Let us then proclaim a free market for Chriſt & ſweu 
our ſelves bare, & deſire, & cry on him to come without mon- 
y & buy us, & take us hometo our ranſom-payer *s firelide, 
& let ys be Chriſt's free- boarders : becauſe we dow not pay 
the old , we may not refuſe to take on Chriſt's new debtof 


mercy : Let us doe our beſt , Chriſt wil ſti!l be bebinde with us; iþ 


& many terms will run together: For my part let me ſtand for 


eyermore 1n his book for a forlorn Dyyour: I muſt deſfirc t6 i 


he this far in his comman of new, as to deſire to kiſs his feet; 
Iknow not haw to win to a heartſom fill & feaſt of Chrift' 


love; for I' dow neither buy, not beg, not borrow: & yt 
I cannot want it: I dow not wantit. O if I could praiſe hin! 
yea I would reſt content with a heart ſubmiſſive dying of lov 


for him ; & howbeit I win never perſonally in at heavens 
gates; O would to God I could ſend in my praiſes to my 1t- 
comparable welbeloyed , or caſt my love-ſongs of that match- 
Isf6 Lord ſeſus oyer the walls, that they might licht in rw + 

= | | re 


= * 


ant 


this, 
1 hy. 


auſe 


$7 ALEX ANDER GORDON, 


hin 
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before men & Angels! now , grace , grace be with you. 


#;: Remember my love to your wife & daughter & brother Tohn, 


« Aberd, June, 11 Tours in his. ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſus. S. R. 


— 


Of Earleſtown. 


Much honoured & worthy Sir. (122) 


| CO Race, Mercy & peace be unto you: I long to hear from 
| Uyzou: I received few letters ſince 1 came hither* Iamin 
| need of a word; A dry plant would have ſome watering : My 


aſe betwixt Chriſt my Lord & me ſtandeth between love & 


| jealoufie , faith & ſuſpicion of his love : It 1s a marvel he 


keepeth houſe with me3 1 make many pleas with Chriſt , but 
he maketh as many agreements with me: I think his unchange=- 
able love hath faid , 1 defie thee tn break me & change me: 
IfChriſt had ſuch changeable & new thoughts of my falyartion as 
lhave of it , I think I should then be at a ſad loſs: He humour- 
eth not a fool like me in my unbelief, but rebuketh me & 
fathereth kindneſs upon me : Chriſt is rather like the poor 


| friend & needy priſoner [begging love] then I am: Icannot 
'Þ for shame get Chriſt ſaid Nay of my wholelove ; for he will 


not want his errand for the ſeeking : God be thanked my bride- 


| groom tireth not of wooing : Honour to him he is a wilfull 


futer of my ſoul : But as loveis his, pain is mine that I have 
nothing to give him . His count-bouk 1s full of my debts of 
mercy , kindneſs & free love towards me : Oh that I might read 
with watery eyes} O that he would give me the intereſt of 
Intereſt to pay back ! Or rather my ſoul's deſire is, that he would 
comprize my perſon , ſoul & body, love, joy, confidence 
rar, ſorrow & defire, & drive the Puynd, & let me be roup- 
ed, & ſold to Chriſt, & taken home to my creditor's houſe 
& his firg-ſide, The Lord knoweth , if I could , I would {ell 

PF my 
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my ſelf without reverſion to Chriſt. O ſweet Lord ſeſus make 
a market, & over-bid all my buyers ! I dare ſwear there is 4 
Myſtery in Chriſt which I never ſaw , A myſtery of love. O ifhe 
would lay by the lap of the covering thar is over it, & let mp 
griening ſoul ſee it ! I would break the door & be in upon him, | 
to get an wombful] of love ; for I am an hungered & famished | 
ſoul. Oh Sir, if yeor any other would tell him , how fick my | 
ſoul is, dying for want of a hearty draught of Chriſt's love. Oh Þ 
if I could dote [if T may make uſe of that word in this caſe] x 
much upon himſelf as I doe upon his love : Ir is a pity tha | 
Chriſt himſelf , should not rather be my heart's choice then F 
Chriſt's manifeſted love : It would ſatisfie me in ſome meaſure, | 
if I had any bud to give for his love ; $shall I offer him my praiſe? Þ*" 
Alas he is more then praiſes! I give it over toget him exalted ac. 
cording to his worth, which is aboye what can be known); yt 
all this time I am tempting him to ſee if there be both love & an- 
ger in him againſt me. Iam plucked from his flock [ dear to me] | 
& from feeding his lambs : I goe therefore in ſackloth a 
one who hath loſt the wife of his youth : Grief & ſorrow are 
ſuſpicious & ſpue out againit him the ſmoke of jealoufies, 
& I ſay often , Show me wherefore thou contengeſt with me! 
Te me Lord , read the proceſs ag1inſt me; but I know I cannot 
anſwer his alleageance : I will loſe the cauſe when it cometh 
to open pleading. Oh If I could force my heart to beleeve 
dreams ts he dreams! Yet when Chriſt giveth my fears the ye 
& faith to me rhouart a l;ar, then I am glad, I reſolve to hope 
to be quiet, & to lie on the brink upon my ſide, till the water 
fall & the foord be ridable , & howbeit there be pain upon men 
longing for deliverance, that I may ſpeak of him in the great | 
congregation ; yet I think tnere 15joy in that pain & onwatting: | 
& Jeven rejoyce that he putteth me off for a time & shifteth me: | ( 
Oh if I could waite on for all eternity , howbeit I should 
never get my ſoul's deſire, ſobeing he were glorified ! 1 would | 
wish my pain & my miniſtery could live long to ſerve him, þ 
for I know Iam a clay veſſel & made for his uſe. Oh if my very | $ 
broken sheards could ſerve to glorifie him ! I defire Chriſt's 
grace to be willingly content , that my hell [excepting his yr 

Þ | MN 


far 
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ed & diſpleaſure , which I put out of all play [for ſubmiſſion ta 
Lis is not called for] were a preaching of his glory to men and 
Langels for ever & ever ! When all is done what can I addeto 
im ! or what can ſuch a clay-shadow as I doe ? I know he 
E eedcth nor me: I haye cauſe to be grieved and to melt away in 
Fears [if I had grace to doe it, Lord grant it to me] toſee my 
Eelbeloved's tair face {pitted upon by dogs, to ſee lowns pulling 
he crown off my royall King's head , to ſee my harlot-mother 
P Fs: my ſweet farher agree ſo 1ll, thar they are going to skail and 
hy (give up houſe: My Lord's palace is now a neſt of unclean birds. 
.. {Oh if harlot , harlot Scor;and would rue upon her provoked 


h | 1 
wy Lord; & pity her good husband , who is broken with her whor- 
2 [3h heart ! Bur theſe things arc hid from her eyes. I have heard 


of late of your new trial by the B:. hop of Galway ; Fear not 
clay & worm's meat ; Let Truth & Chriſt get no wrong in your 
hand; it is your gain , if Chriſt be glorified, & your glory ta 
e] 'be Chriſt's witneſs: I perſwade you , your ſufferings are Chriſt's 

advantage & victory ; for he is pleaſed to reckon them ſo. Let 
{me hear from you : Chriſt is but winning a clean Kirk out of 
the fire: He v.11 win this play : He will not be in your common 
Ifor any charges ye are at in his ſervice: He is not. poor to fit in 
your debt ; He will repay an hundred fold more, it may ve even 


ah [8 this life, The prayers & bleſſing of Chriſt's priſoner be with 
ve þ JW 

ye Aberd. 1637, Your Brother m his ſweet Lord 

pe Feſm, S. R. 

ter _ 


tt Tohu Reverend e* loving Brother 
ft Mr JOHN NEV ATE 


Reverena & Dear Brother. (125) 


7 | (7 ace » mercy and peace be unto you : I received yours of 

Aprile 11. As I did another of March 25, and a letter 
t- ar Mr Andrew Cant, I am not a little grieyed that our 
d mother- 
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mother -chuch is running ſo quickly to the brothel- houſe, $ 
that-we are hiring lovers, & giving gifts, to the great moth 
of fornications ; Alas that our husband is like to quite us { 
Shortly ! It were my part [if I were able when our husbandi 


.departing , to ſtir up my ſelfto take hold of him & keep him inþ 


this land; for I know him to be a ſweet ſecond , & alovely con. 
Panion to a _ priſoner: I finde my extremity hath sharpne 
the edge of his love & Kindneſs, ſoas he ſeemeth to diviſe ney 


wayes of expreſſing the ſweetneſs of his love to my ſoul: Sutf 


fering for Chriſt is the very element wherein Chriſt's love liveth, 


& exerciſcth it {elf , in caſting out flames of fire & ſparks of hea 


to warm ſuch a frozen heart as IT haves And if Chriſt weeping 
in lackcloth be ſo ſweer, I cannot finde any imaginable though; 


to think what he will be , when we clay-bodies[ having putdfF 
mortality] shall come up to the marriage-hall , & great Palace, 


& behold the King clothed in his robes roy all , fittiug onh 
throne. I would deſire no more for my heaven beneath the 
moone, while Iam fighing in this houſe of clay , but dailyre 
newed feaſts of love with Chriſt , & libertty now & then to feel 
my hunger with a kiſs of thar faireſt face , that is like the fun 
n his ſtrength at noon-day. I would willingly ſubſcribeanam- 
ple reſignation to Chriſt of the fourteen Prelacies of this land, & 
cf all the moſt delighr full pleaſures-on earth , & forfeit my pat 
of this clay-God , this earth which Adam's foolish children 
worship, to have no other exerciſe but to lie ina love-bel 


with Chriſt , & fill this hungred , & famished ſoul with kiſlng, 


embracing & reall enjoying of the Son of God : And [ 
think then I might write to my friends, Thar I had found tl 
golden world , & look out & laugh at the poore bodies who are 
{laying one another for feathers: For verily , Brother, fincel 
came to hjs priſpn I have conecived a new & extraordinary op! 
nion of Chriſt which I had not before; tor I perceive we fril 
all our joyesto Chriſt , till he & we be in our own houſe above, 
as married parties ; thinking that there is nothing of it hereto 
be ſought or found, but onely hope & fair promiſes ; & that 
Chriſt will give us. nothing here but tears, ſadnes , croſſes; 
& there we shall neyer feel the ſmell of the lowers of that high 


garden 
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ſe, i 94rden of Paradiſe above , till we come there: Nay , but Ifinde 
othog ©: is poſſible to finde young glory & a young green Paradiſe 


uh 
Gy” 


1m inþ 
Þ head , is more ſweet & fresh by far, then that which we getin 


of joy even here : I know Chriſt's kiſſes will caſt a more flrong 


& refreshfull ſmell of incomparable glory & joy in heaven ; then 
they doe here : Becauſe a drink of the well of life up at the welPs 


our borrowed , old, running-out veſſels & our wooden dishes 
here; yet I am now perſwaded it is our folly to friſt all, till 


Þ the term day ; ſeeing abundance of earneſt. will not diminish 


any thing of our principal ſumme : We dream of hunger in 


| Chrift's houſe while we are here, although he alloweth feaſts 


upon all the bairns within God's hoyshold : It were good 
then to ſtore our ſelves with moe borrowed kiſſes of Chriſt, & 


with moe borrowed viſites till we enter Heirs to our new inhe- 
F ritance, & our Tutour put us in poſſeſſion of our own, when 


we are paſt minority. Oh that all the young heirs would ſeek 
more & a greater & a nearer communion with my Lord-turour , 
the prime heir of all , Chr:ſt ! I wish for my part I could ſend 
you & that gentleman, who wrote his comendations to me, in 
to the kings innermoſt cellar & houſe of wine, to befilled with 
love : A drink of this loye 1s worth the having indeed : We 
carry our ſelves but too too nicely with Chrift our Lord , & our 
Lord loveth not niceneſs & dryneſs & uncouthneſs in friends 


| Since need force we mult be in Chriſt's common , then let 
| us be in his common ; for it will be no otherwayes. Now 


for my preſent caſe in my impriſonment , deliverance | for any 
apperance I ſee] looketh cold like: My hope if it looked toor 
leaned upon men,should wither ſoon at the root like a May-flowe 
er: Yet I reſolve to eaſe my ſelf with on- watting on my Lord , 
&tolet my faith ſwim where it looſeth ground : Iam under a 
neceſſity either of fainting [ which I hope my maſter of whom 
boaſt all the day $hall avert] or then to lay my faith upon om- 
nipotency, & to wink & ftick by my grip: And I hope my 
thip shall ride it out, ſeeing Chriſt is willing to blow his ſweet 


| wind in my failes & mendeth & cloſeth the leks in my $hip , & 


ruleth all : It will be ſtrange if a beleeving paſſenger be caſten 
orer board. As for your Maſter, My Lora & my Lady 1 w_ 
| | be 
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be loath to forget them : I think my prayers [ſuch as they are] 
are due debt to him,& I shall be tar more en gaged to his Lo jfh 
be faſt forChriſt(as I hope he will) now when ſo many of his coy 
& quality {lip from Chriſt's back & leave him to fend for himſelf 
IT entreat you remember my love to that worthy Genticmy 
A. C. who ſaluted me in your letter : I have heard thar hey 
one of my Maſter's triends, for the which cauſe I am tiedy 
him - I wish he may more & more fall in love with Chriſt, 


Now for your queſtion as far asI rawly conceive : I think Go 
1s praiſed two wayes: Firſt by a conc:onal profeſſion of his high. 
neſs before men, ſuch as is the very hearing of the word, &ref 
ceiving of either of the Sacraments, in which aCts by profel. 
fion, wegiveoutto men , that heis our God , with whom wh 
are 1n covenant, & our Lawgiver : Thus eating & drinkingirf 
the Lord's ſupper, is an annunciation & profeſſion before then, 
that Chriſt is our ſlain Redeemer: Here becauſe ' -od ipeaketh 
to us, not we to him, it is nota formal thanksgiving ; buta 


annunciation , or predication of Chriſt's death , conc:onall, not 
adorative ; neither hath it God for the immediat objec, and 
therefore no kneeling can be here. Secoxd!y , there is another 


praiſing of God, forma/; when we are either formally bleſſing F 
God , or ſpeaking his praiſes: And this I rake to be twofold; F j 
1, When we direAtly & formally dire& praiſes and thanks | 
giving to God : This may well be done kneeling in token 
of our recognizance of his highneſs; yet not ſo, butitmyP 
be ſtanding or fitting , eſpecially ſeeing joyfull elevation 
[which should be in praiſing] is not formally fignified by kneel þ 
ing, 2 When we ſpeak good of God, & declare hisgloriow Þ 
nature & attributes , extolling him before men , to excite mento 
conceive highly of him : The former I hold to be worshup every Þ 
way immediat, el{e I know not any immediat worship at all: the þ 
latter hath God for the ſubject, not properly the objec, ſeeing the 


predication is direted to men immediatly , rather then to God; 
for here we ſpeak of God by way of praiſing , rather thento 
God : And for my own part, as I am for the preſent minded; 
I fee not how this can be done kneeling ſecing it is pred:catio Dil 


& Chrifti , non laudatio ant benedifFis Dei: But obſerye thatit Þ 
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is formal praifing of God & not meerly con:ional, as T diftingui- 
ched in the firſt member :. for in the firſt member any ſpeaking 
of God or of his works of creation , providence & redemption , 1s' 
indirect & concional praiſing of him , & tormally preaching or 
zn a& of teaching , not an act of predication of his praiſes ; for 
there is a difference betwixt the ſimple relation of the vertues of 
a thing » Which is formally teaching , & the extolling of the 
worth of a thing by way of commendation, to cauſe others to 


praiſe with us. Thus recommending you to God's grace , I reſt. 
| Aberd. June 15. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſw, S. R. 


_—_ —————_— 


To Mr). R. 


Dear Brother. (124) 


| G Race, mercy & peace be unto you : upon the report T hear 
| VI of you [ without any further acquaintance except our ftrait= 
eſt bonds in our Lord Jeſus} I thought good tro write unto you, 
hearing of your danger to be thruſt out of the Lord's houſe for 
his name ſake : Therefore my earneſt & humble defire to God 


'F'is, that ye may be ſtrengthned in the grace of God , & by the 
* þ power-of his might to goe on tor Chriſt, not ſtanding in aw of 
{a worm that shall die. I hope ye will not put your hand to the 
| ark to give it a wrong torch & tooverturn it, as many now 
| doe, when the archers are shooting fore at Joſeph, whoſe bow 
*Þ5hall abide in its ſtrength : We ow to your royall King & 


EPrincely Maſter a teſtimony. O how bleſied are they whocan 
{warde a blow off Chriſt & his born-down truth ! Men think 


| Chriſt a gone man now, & that he shall never get up his head 


again : And they beleeve his court is failed , becauſe he ſuffe- 
reth men to break their ſpears & ſwords upon him , and the 


enemies to plow Sion , & make long & deep their furrows on 


herback : Butit would not be ſo, if the Lord had not a owing 
for his plowing : What can he doe, but melt an old droſfie 


| Kirk, that he may bring out a few bride out of the fire again? 


I think 
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Tthink Chrift is juſt now reparing his houſe, & exchanging hy 
old veſſels with new veſlcls, & is going through this lay 
and taking up an inventure & a roll of ſo many of Lev:'s ſonk 
good Profeſſors, that he may make them new work for th 
ſecond temple: And what ſoever shall be found , not to befy 
the work $hall be caſten over the wall : When the houk 
8hall be builded , he $hall lay by his hammers as having 
more to doe with them : It is poſſible he doe worſe to them the 
lay them by: & I think the wengeance of the Lord & the vengs 
ance of his temple shall be upon them : I defire no more but t 


keep weight when I am paſt the fire: & I can now in ſome welt 
meaſurc give Chriſt a teſtimonial of a loyely & loving compy 


nion under ſuffering for him, I ſaw him before but afar of; 


his beauty to my eye's ſight groweth: a fig , a ſtraw fortaſ 
worlds plaiſtered glory & for chitdish shadows : The idol df 
clay [this God , the world] that fools fight ter, If I had ali 
of Chriſt of my own dating [for whoever once cometh nigtF 
hand & taketh a hearty look of Chriſt's inner fide , shall nevaf 
wring nor wreſtle themſelyes out of his love-grips again ][ woull 


reſt contented in my priſon; yea in a priſon without light of ſw 


'orcandle , providing Chriſt & I had a love-bed , not of minebutf 
of Chriſt his own making ; that we might lie together amonyf 
the lilies, till the day break & the shadows flee away, Wh 
knoweth how ſweet a drink of Chriſt's love ts? O but tolixf 
on Chriſt's love is a King's life} The worſt things of Chriltf 
even that which ſeemeth to be the refuſe of Chri&t, hisharl 
croſs, his black croſs, is white & fair : & the croſs receivethi 
beaurifull luſtre & a perfumed ſmell from Jeſus , My arp 
Brother , ſcar not at it. While ye have time to ſtand uponthr 
watch tower & to ſpeak, contend with this land , plead wihÞþ 
your harlot- mother , who hath been a treacherous half-mairon 
to her husband Feſws : For I would think liberty to preachonÞ 
day , the root & top of my deſires, & would ſeek no moredP 
the bleſſings that are to be had on this ſide of ttme , till I ber 


the water; but to ſpend this my craced clay-houſe in his fer 
vice & faving of ſouls; but I hold my peace becauſe he hath 
done it ; my shallow & cbbe thoughts are nct the _ 
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Chriſt aileth by : I leave his wayes to himſelf for they are 
fir, far above me : Onely I would contend with Chriſt for 
ukEl ti; love and be bold to make a plea with Jeſus my Lord 
th © a heart-fill of his love; for there is no more lett to 
efrf} me, What ſtandeth beyond the far end of my ſufferings , 
uk 12d what shall be the event he knoweth,, and I hopero my 
8 Uh joy shall make me know, when God Shall unfold his decrees 
the concerning me , for there are windings and too's and fro's 
nF in his wayes Which blinde bodies like us cannot ſee, This 
ut tO much for further acquaintance : So recommending you & 
Nell what is before you to the grace of God : I reſt, 


mp2 
roll  Aberd. June 16, Tour very loving Brothey in his ſweet 
wy 1637. Lord leſws, S. R. 
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Why | (5 Race, mercy & peace be unto you: I have heard ſome- 
| S what of your trials in GaJoway : I bleſs the Lord who 

h if hath begun firft in that corner to make you a new Kirk to him- 
""F fef: Chriſt hath the leſs adoe behinde, when he hath refined 
_ | you, Let me entreat you , my dearly beloved, to be faſt to 
| Chrit : My witneſs is above , My deareſt Brother , that ye 
| have added much joy to me in my bonds, when I hearthat 
| ye grow in the grace and zeal of God for your Maſter, Our 
miniſtery whether by preaching or ſuffering , will caſt a ſmell 
;Þ through the world both of heaven & hell, 2 Cor. 2; 15, 16. L 
| perſwade you, my dear Brother , there is nothing out of hea- 
| yen , next to Chriſt , - dearer fo me then my miniſtery , & 
the worth of it in my eſtimation is ſwelled & paineth me exceeds 
ingly ; yet I am content for the honour of my Lord , to 
6 fprrender- it - back again to the Lord of the me 
| &T 
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let him doe with me & it both what he thinketh good : I think 
my ſelf roo little for him : & let me ſpeak to you , how kindeq 
fellow priſoner is Chritt to me! Beleeve me, this kinde of 
croſs ſthat would not goe by my door, but would needs vilite 
me , ] is {till the longer the more welcome to me : It's true my 
filent fabbaths have been & are ſtill as glaſſy yce ; whereon my 


faith can ſcarce hold it's feet, & I am often blowen on my back, fl 
Y | 


and off my feet, with a ſtorm of doubtinge ; yet truly my 
bonds all this time caſt a mighty and ranck ſmell of high 
and deep love in Chriſt : I cannot indeed ſee through my 
croſs to the far end ; Yet I beleeve I am in Chriſt's books, 


& in his decree [not yet unfolded to me} a man triumphing, | © 


dancing & ſinging over on the other fide of the red ſea, & laughs 
ing & praiſing the lambover beyond time, ſorrow, deprivs- 
tion , prelat's indignation , loſſes, want of friends & death: Hew 
ven is not a fowl eflying in the air (as men uſe to ſpeak of thingy 
that are uncertain) nay 1t 1s well paid for, ChriſPs comprizement 
lieth on Glory, for all the mourners in Zion , & shall neverbe 
looſed : Letus be glad & rejoyce that we have blood, loſſes, 
& wounds toshow our Maſter & Captain at his appearance, and 
what we {ſuffered for his cauſe. Woe is me, my dear Brother, 
that I ſay often Iam but dry bones, which my Lord will nc 
bring out of the grave again, & that my faithleſs fears iy, 
Oh I amady tree that can bear nofruit, I am an uſeleſs body wh 
can beget no» children to the Lord im hu houſe. Hopes of delive- 
rance look cold & uncertain & afar off, as if I had done withit : 
tis much for Chriſt [if I may ſay ſo] to get Lawwborrows of my 
ſorrow; & of my quarrelous heart; Chriſt's love playeth me 
fairplay, Iam not wrongedatall; bur there isa tricking and 
falſe hcart within me, that ſtill playeth Chriſt foul play: Iam 
a cumberſym neighour to Chriſt : It is a wonder that he dwel. 
leth beſide the like of me; yet I often get the advantage of the 
hill above my temptations, & then I deſpiſe the temprations, 
even hell it ſelf & theſtink of it, & the inſtruments of it, andam 
proud of my honourable Maſter: AndI refolve whether 
contrary winds willor not to ferch Chriſt *s harbour : & Ithink 
a willfull & iff contention with my Lord Jeſus for his love 
yer] 
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yery lawfull: it's ſometimes hard to me to win my meat upon 
Chriſt's love , becauſe my faith is fick , & my hope withereth , 
& my eyes wax dim , & unkinde & comfort-eclipling clouds 
20e over the fair , & bright, & light Sun-Jeſus: And then 
when I & my temptation trylite the matter together , we ſpill all 


through unbelief : Sweet , ſweet for eyermore would my life 


be, if I could keep faith in exerciſe: But I ſee my fire cannot 
alwayes caſt light, I have even a poor man”s hard world, when he. 
goeth a way - But ſurely ſince my entry-hither , many atime 
hath my fair ſun shined without a cloud : Hot & burning hath 


Chriſt's love been to me : I have no vent to the expreſſion of it : 


I muſt be content with ſtola & ſmothered delires of Chriſt's 
glory: O how far is his loye behinde the hand with me! Iam 


juitlike a man , who hath nothing to pay his thouſands of debt : 


Allthat can be gotten of him is to {eiſe upon his perſon; Except 
Chriſt would ſeiſe upon my ſelf, & make the readieſt payment 
that can be of my heart & love to himſelf , I have no other thing 
to give him: It my ſuffecings could doe beholders good , & 
edite his Kirk , & proclaim the incomparable worth of Chrilt's 
bye to the world , O then how wonld my ſoul be overjoyed , 
& my {ad heart cheered and calmed! Dear Brother, I cannot 
tell what is become of my labours among that people: If all that 
my Lord builded by me be caften down , & the bottom fallen out 
df the profeſſion of that parish, & none ſtand by Chriſt, whoſe loye 
I once preached , as clearly & plainly as I could [though far 
below it's worth & excellency ] to that people, if ſo, how can 
I bear it? & 1f another make a foul harveſt where I have made 
a painfull & honeſt ſowing , it will not ſoon digeſt with me: 
but I know his wayes pals finding out : Yet my witneſs both 
within me & above me knowcth , & my pained breaſt upon the 
Lord's day at night, my delire to have had Chriſt awfull & a- 
miable & ſweet to that people, is now my joy : & it was my 
deſire & aime to make Chriſt & them one: If I ſee my hopes die 
In the bud ere they bloom a little, & come to no fruit I die 
with grief, O my God ſeek not an account of the violence done 
ome by my brethren; whoſe ſalvation I love & defire: Ipray 
ut they & I be not heard as contrary parties in the day of guÞ 
2 
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compearance before our judge , in that proceſs led by them a- 
_ my miniſtery , which I received from Chriſt : I knowa 
ittle inch , & leſs then the third part of this ſpan-length & hand- 
breadth of time which is poſting away will put me without 
the ſtroke & above the reach of either brethren or foes : Andit 
35 a shorr-laſting injurie done to me & to my pains 1n that part 
of my Lord's vineyard : O .how filly an advantage 1s my de- 
privation to men, ſeeing my Lord Jeſus hath many wayesto 
recover his own loſſes, & is irreſiſtible to compaſs his own glo- 
Tious ends, that his lilie may grow amongſt thorns , & his little 
Kingdom exalt it ſelf, even under the ſwords & ſpears of con- 
trary powers ! But , my dear Brother, goe on 1n the ſtrength 
of his rich grace whom ye ſerve; Stand faſt for Chrift : De- 
| liver the Gofpel off your hand , & your miniſtery to your 
' Maſter with a clean & undefiled conſcience: Looſe not apin 
of Chriſt's tabernacle : Doe not ſo much as picke with your 
Naile at one board or border of the ark : Have no part or deal- 
ing upon any terms, in a hoof, in acloſed window, orina 
bowing of your knee, in caſting down ofthe temple : But bea 
mourning & ſpeaking witneſs again them who now ruine 
Zion. Our Maiter will be on us all in aclapereever wewit: 
That day will diicover all our whites & our black*s concerning 
this controverlie of poor oppreſſed Zion : Let us make onr part 
of it good , that it may be able to abide the tire when hay and 
ſtuble shall be burat ro ashes: Nothing , nothing | I ſay 
nothing } but ſound ſanctiſfication can abide the Lord's fan: ! 
fand to my teſtimony that I preached often of Scorland; Ls 
mentation , monrniugs & woe abiaeth rhe O Scotland : O Set 
dand , the fearfull quarrell of a broken Covenant ftandeth gord with 
zhy Lord. Now, remember my love to all friends, & toal 
any parishoners as if I named each one of them particular 
ly : I recommend you & God's people committed by 
Chriſt to your truſt , to the rich grace of our alſufficient 
Lord, Remember my bonds ; Praiſe my Lord who bear 
eth me up in my ſufferings : As ye finde occaſion | acct 
ding to the wiſdom given you] shew our acquainrance wh 


the Lord hath done to my ſoul ; This I ſeek not yerily to hunt 
2 - 
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my own praiſe , but that my ſwecteſt & deareſt Maſter may be 
magnified in my ſufferings I reſt, | 


Aberd. June 17. Your brother in his fweet Lord 
1637. Zeſus. S. R. 


To MARION McKNAUGHT. 


Dezrly beloved in our Lord Teſus Chrift, (126) 

Race , mercy & peace be to you : Few know the heart of 

a ſtranger & priſoner, Iam in the hands of mine enemies : 
I would honeſt & Jawfull means were effayed for bringing me 
home to my charge, now when My A. R. & My H. R, arere- 
ſtored, It concerneth you of Galway moſt to uſe ſupplica- 
tions and addreſſes for this purpoſe , and try if by fair means I can 
be brought back again: As forliberty , without I be reſtored ta 
my flock, it 1s little to me, for my ſilence 15 my greateſt pri- 
ſon! However it be, I wait for the Lord, Ihope not to rot in 
my ſufferings: Lord give meſubmiſſion to wait on, my heart 
is fad that my dayes flee away & I doe no ſervice to my Lord in 
his houſe, now when his harveſt and the ſouls of perishing 
people require itz but his ways are not like my wayes, neither can 
Iinde him out. O that he would shine upon my darkneſs, and 
bring forth my morning light from under the thick cloud , that 
men have ſpread over me ! O that the Almighty would lay my 
cauſe in a ballance and weigh me, if my ſou] was not taken up , 
when others were ſleeping , how to have Chriſt betrothed with 
a Bride in that part of the land ! But that day that my mouth 
was moſt unjuſtly and cruelly cloſed , the bloom fell off my 
branches, and my joy did caſt the flower ; Howbeit I have been 
alting my ſelf vnderChriſt's feet,and wreſtling to beleeve under 
a lndden and covered Lord; yet my fainting cometh before T 
at, and my faith hath bowed with the fore caſt and under 
this almoſt inſupportable weight - O that it break not ! T 
dre not ſay that the Lord hath put out my candle , and hath 
alten water upon my poor coal , and broken the ſtakes of 
my tabernacle ; But I haye taſted bitterneſs and caten gal 
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& wormwood fince that day, my Maſter laid bounds upon me 
to ſpeak no more: I ſpeak not this becauſe the Lord is un; 
couth to me, but becauſe beholders that ſtand on dry land ſee 
not my ſea-ſtorm : The witneſſes of my croſs are bur ſtrangers 
to my ſad dayes & nights. O that Chriſt would let me alone 
&- ſpeak love to me & come home to me & bring ſummer with 
him ! O that I might preach his beauty & glory.as once I did, 
before my clay»tent be removed to darknels , & that I might 
lifr Chritt offthe ground & my branches might be watered with 
the dew of God, & my joy in his work might grow greena- 
gain & bud & ſendouta flower! ButT am but a short ſighted 
creature & my candle caſteth not light afar off: He knoweth all 
that is done to me, how that when I had but one joy & no 
mote, & one green flower that I eſteemed to be my garland , he 
came in one hour & dried up my flower at the root,& took away 
mine onely eye, & mine onely one crown & garland : What 
can I ſay? Surely my guiltineſs hath been remembered before 
him, & he was ſceking to take down my ſails & to land the 
flower of my delights, and to let it lie on the coaſt like an old 
broken ship that is no more for the ſea : But I praiſe him for this 
wailed ſtroke, I welcome this furnace, God's wiſdom made 
choice of it for me, & it muſt be beſt becauſe it was his choice, 
O that I may wait for him till the morning of this benighted 
Kirk break out! This poor afflicted Kirk had a fair morning; but 
her night came upon her before her noon-day , & she was like a 
traveller forced to take houſe in the morning of his journey; 
& now her adverſaries are the chief men in the land , her waye 
mourn , her gates languish , her children figh for bread , and 
there is none to be inſtant with the Lord , that he would come 
again to his houſe & dry the face of his weeping ſpouſe & come 
fort Zion*s mourners , who are waiting for him : I know, he 
shall make corn to grow upon the top of his withered mount 


Zion again, Remember my bonds & forget menot : Ohthat Þ 


my Lord would briug me again amonglt you with abundance 


of the Goſpel of Chriſt ! But O that I may ſet down my de- kj; 


fires where my Lord biddeth me! Remember my lovein the 


Lord to your husband. God make him faithfull to Chriſt, & 


my 
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my bleſſing to your three children. Faint not in prayer for this 
Kirk: Deſire my people not to receive a ſtranger & intruder 
upon my miniftery - let me ſtand in that right & (lation that my 
Lord Jeſus gave me.' Grace , grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
and Maſter 3 S. R. ; 


7 JOHN GORD ON 
At Riſco. 


Dear Brother. (127) 


Earneſtly deſire to know the caſe of your ſoul, & to under” 

ſtand that ye have made ſure work of heaven & fſalvation* 

1. emembcr, Salvation is one of Chriſt's dainties he giveth 
but to a few. 2, That it is violent ſweating & ftriving that ta- 
kth heaven. 3. That it coſt Chriſt blood to purchaſe that houſe 
to ſinners & to ſet mankinde down, the King's free tenants & 
free-holders. q. That many make a ſtart toward heaven who 
fall on their back & win not up to the top of the mount, it 
plucketh heart & legs from them , & they fit down & give it 
over, becauſe the devil ſetteth a ſweet ſmelled flower to their 
noſe ſthis fair busked World] wherewith they are bewitched 
& ſoforget or refuſe to goc forward, 5. Remember, many 
poe far-on & reform many things & can finde tears as £ ſau 
dd, & ſuffer hunger for the truth as Fudas did , & wish & de- 
lrethe end of the righteous as Balaam did , & profeſs fair & 
fpht for the Lord as Saul did , & defire the ſaints of God to pray 
torthem as Pharaoh & Simon Mag's did , & propheſie & ſpeak 
of Chriſt as Caiaphas did , walk ſoftly & mourn for fear of jud- 
gement as Ahab did , & put away groſs ſins & idolatry as Fehu 
ad, & hear the word of God gladly & reform their live in many 


* Fvings according to the word as Herod did , & ſay , Maſle», 


0 Chriſt, I will follow thee whither ſoever thon goeſt , as the man 


(io offered to be Chriſt's ſeryant , Match, 8. & may taſte of the 
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. Fertues of the life to come & be partaker of the wonderfull gif 


of the holy ſpirit & taſte of the good word of God, as the 4puf. 
fes who fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt , Heb 6. & yet all theſe arehyt 


like gold in clink & colour & watered braſs & baſe mettall, The Þ 
are written that we should try our ſelves & not reſt till we be; 


ſtep nearer Chriſt then ſun-burnt & withering profeſſors cancy 


me. 6. Conſider , it is impoſſible that your 1dol-fins & ye, af 
goc to heaven together, & that they who will not part wit 
theſe , can. indeed love Chriſt at the bottom ; but onely in wor 


& shew: which will not doe the buſineſs, 7, Remember hoy 


ſwiftly God's poſt , 7:me, flieth\ away , & that your forenonÞ' 


15 already ſpent, your afternoon will come & then your eyes 
ing & at laſt night, When ye cannot ſee to work ; let you 
heart be ſet upon finishing of your journey , & ſumming k 
laying your accounts with your Lord. O how bleſſed $hil 
ye be, to have a joyfull welcome of your Lord at night! 
How bleſſed are they who in time take ſure courſe with thei 
ſoul! Bleſs his great name for what ye poſſeſs in goods& 
children , eaſe & worldly contentment , that hE hath give 
you ; & ſeek to be like Chriſt in humility & lowlineſs 
minde, & be not great & intire with the world: makeit ndt 
your God nor your lover that ye truſt unto; for it will deceir 
you - Irecommend Chriſt & his love to you in all things; kk 
him have the flower of your heart & your love , ſet alow pric 
ppon all things but Chriſt, & cry down in your thoughts ci 
& dirt that will not comfort you , when ye get ſummondsto 
remove, & compar before your Judge , to anſwer for alltht 
deeds done in the body, The Lord give you wiſdom in ll 
things: Ibeſeech you ſandctifie God in your ſpeaking , for hoy 
and reverend is his name : & be temperate & ſober , compaty 
onry [as it is called} isa fin that holdeth men out of heavet 
I will not belceve that ye yyill receive the miniſtry of a ſtranger, 
who will preach anew & uncouth doctrine to you Let 0" 
falvation ſtand for it, if I delivered not the plain & whole cout 
ſel of God to you in his word, Read this letter to yourwik; 
& remember my love- to her, & requeſt her to take heed todo 


what I write tq you; Ipray for you & yours. Renembersd 
t ONE; PIs | ; 
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ia your prayers to our Lord , that he would be pleafed to ſend 
meamonegſt you again. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Your lawful & loving 
E Paſlir, S. R. 


——_— 


——_—_—_—_—_— ————— 


' 7 Mr HUGH HENDERSON. 


Reverend and dear Brother, (128) 


Ho knoweth but the wind may turn in to the Weſt again 
upon Chriſt. & his deſolate bride in this land? And that 
Chriſt may get his ſummer by courſe again ; for he hath had ill 
weather this long time, & could not finde law or juſtice for 
himſelf & his truth theſe many years. Iam ſure, the wheels of 
this crazed & broken Kirk run all upon no other axal-tree, nor 
is there any other to rollthem , & coggethem , & drive them , 
but the wiſdom & good pleaſure of our Lord : Andit were a 
juſt trick & glorious , of never-fſleeping providence, to bring 
our brethrens darts they have shot at us , back upon their own 
heads: Suppoſe they have two ſtrings in their bow, & can take 
one as another faileth them , yet there are moe then three 
ſtrings upon our Lord's bowe ; and beſides he cannot miſs 
the white that he shooteth at. I know, he shuffleth up & down 
in his hand the great body of heaven & earth , & that Kirk & 
Commonwealth are in his hand , like a ſtock of Cards, & that 
he dealeth the play to the mourners in Zion: and theſe that ſay , 
Uh down , that we may goe over you , at his own — plea- 
ure: And I am ſure, Z's adverſaries in this play shall not 
take up their own ſtakes again, O how ſweet a thing it is to truſt 
in him ! When Chriſt hath ſfleeped out his ſleep [| if I may ſpeak 
ſoof him who is the watch-man of [/rae/that neither ſlumbereth 
nor ſleepeth ] and his own are tried , he will ariſe as a ftrong man 
after wine , and make bare his holy arm , and puton vengeance 
& a cloak , and deal yengeance thick & double amongſt the hat- 
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ers of Ziexn, It may be we ſee him ſow and ſend down maledic. 
tions & vengeances as thick as drops of rain or hail upon his ene 
mies: For our Lord oweth them a black day & he uſcth duelyty 
pay his debts neither his friends& followers,nor his foes & adver. |f 


aries shall have it to ſay , that he is not faithfull & exaCt in ke 


ing his word, I know no bar in God's way bur Scotland's gull. 
tineſs, & he can come over that impediment & break that by þ 
alſo, & then ſay to guilty S. ot/and as he ſaid Exek. 36. Notfw Þ 
your ſakes, &c. On-waiting had ever yet a bleſſed iſſue, & Þ 
to keep the word of God*s patience keepeth ſtill the ſaints dry in þ 
the water, cold in the fire, & breathing & blood- hot inthe | 
grave. What are priſons or iron walls & gatcs of braſs to | 
Chriſt? Not ſo good as feal dikes, fortifications of ſtraw , or old | 
tottering walls : If hegive the word , then the chains will fall 


off the arms & legs of his priſoners. God be thanked that our 


Lord Jeſus hath the tutouring of King and Court and Nobles, | 
and that he can dry the gutters and the mires1n $:072 , and lay 
cauſeys to the Temple with the carcaſes of baſtard Lord-Prelats I 
& 1dol-shepherds:The corn on the houſe-tops got never the hus 
band- man's prayers, & ſois ſeen on it, for it filleth not the hand | 
of mowers. Chriſt & trnth & innocency worketh even underthe 
earth , & verily there is hope for the righteous: We ſee not what | 
concluſions paſs in heayen anent all the affairs of God's houſe: F 
we need not give hire to God to take yengeance of his enemies; Þ 
for  Tuſtice worketh without hire. -O that the ſeed of hope I 

would grow again and come to maturity ! And that we could | 
1mportune Chriſt & double our knocks at his gate , & caſt our | 
cries & shouts over the wall, that he might come out & make F 
our Teruſalem the praiſe of the whole earth , & give us Salva- 
tion for walls & bulwarks ! If Chriſt bud & grow green and | 


bloom & bear ſeed again in Scorland, & his father ſend him two 
ſummers again in one year, & bleſs his crop; O what caule 
have we to rejoyce in the free ſalyation of our Lord & to ſetup 
our banners in the name of our God! O that he would haſten 
the confuſion of the leprous ſtrumpet , the mother & miſtrels 
of abominations in the earth , & take graven images out of 
the way, & come in with the Jews in troops , & agree with - 
0 


old c 
love 
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1d out caſt & forſaken wife , & take them in again to his bed of | 


- E love! Grace be with you. EE 
ytol Aberd. 1637, ' Yours in our Maſter and © © 
ver. | Lord , S,R. 
eepe | 
* Ha 
wh Torthe Lay LARGIRIE. 

o Þ 
MISTRESS. (129) 

the | CO Race , mercy & peace be to you : I exhort you in the 
to Lord to goe on in your journey to heaven, & to becon- 


old Þ tent of ſuch fare by the way as Chriſt & his followers have 
fall Þ had before you ; for they had alwayes the wind on their faces , 
our | & our Lord hath not changed the way to us for our eaſe; 
es, | but will have us following our ſweet guide. Alas how doeth 
lay | fin clog us in our journey & retard us ! what fools are we 
ats Þ to have a by-god or an other lover or match to our ſouls be- 
us- | fide Chriſt ? It were beſt for us like il} bairns [who are beſt 
nd Þj heard at home] to ſeek our own home , @ ro ſell our ho- 
he IÞ pes of this little clay Innes & idol of the earth , where we 
hat Þ are neither well ſummered nor wel wintered. Oh that our 
e: Þ fouls would fall fo at odds with the loye of this world , as 
es; | tothink of it as a traveller doeth of a drink of water , which 
pe | 1s not any part of his treaſure , but goeth away with the uſing; 
1d | forten miles journey maketh that drink to him as nothing! O 
ur þ that we had as ſoone done with this werld and could as quickly 
ke | diſpatch the love of it ! But as a childe cannot hold two apples in 
a- þ 1s little hand , but the one putteth the other out of it's 
nd I room 3 fo neither can we be maſters and Lords of two 
ro | loves: Bleſſed were we if we could make our felves maſters 
fe þ ffthatinvaluable treaſure the love of Chriſt ; or rather ſuffer our 
w þ ſelvesto be maſtered and ſubdued to Chriſt's love , ſo as Chriſt 
2n | Vereour a/things , & all other things our nothings & the refuſe of 
6 Jour delights. O let us be ready for shipping againſt the time our 
of |} Lord's wind & tide call for us! Death is the laſt thief that shall 
- come without din or noiſc of feet , & take our ſouls away , & _ 
Sha 
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Shall take our leave at Time & face Eternity ; our Lo 
Shall lay together the two fides of this earthly Tabernacle & 01! 
us & lay us by , as a man layeth by his clothes at night , & putthefſp Þ9! 
one half of us in a houſe of clay , the dark grave, & the other hyÞdle 
of us in heaven or hell, Seck tobe found of your Lord in Pear oalt 
& gather in your flitting & put your ſoul in order , for Chriglto 
will not givea nail-breadth of Time to our little ſand-pl; 
Pray for Zn, & for me hispriſoner , that he would be pleat {ing 
edto bring me amongſt you again full of Chriſt & fraupheſſ"" 
& laden with the bleflings of his Goſpel. Grace, prace hIW*%" 
with you. | 


Aberd, 1637. Yours in his onely Lord and 
Maſter, S R. 


Pa . —D— — 


To EARLESTOWN Tour. 


WWorthy & dearly beloved in the Loyd. [130] 


Race, mercy & peace beto you: Ilong to hear from ya 
I remain ſtill a priſoner of hope, & doe think it ſeryicet 
the Lord to wait on ſtill with ſubmiſſion , till the Lord's mon- 
ing-skie break & his ſummer day dawne ; for I am perſwadedit 
is a piece of the chief errand of our life, that God ſent us for ſome Fn 
ears down to thisearth among devils & men , the fire-brandÞ* - 
of the devil, & temptations , that we might ſuffer for a time 
here amongſt our enemies; otherwiſe he might have made 
heaven to wait on us at our coming out of the womb , and hare 
carried us home to our countrey , without letting us ſet downe 
our feet in his knotty and thorny life but ſeeing a piece of ſuffer hand 
ing is carved to every one of us, leſs or more, as infinite 
wiſdom hath thought good , our part is to harden and habitut 
our ſoft and thin skinned nature to endure fire and water, 
devils , lions, men , loſſes, woe hearts , as theſe that 


are looked upon by God, Angels, men & devils. on "0 
olly I * 


(253) 


ally is it to fit downe & weep upon a decree of God, that 
both dumb & deaf at our tears, & mutt ſtand ſtill as unmovye 
ble as God who made it, for who can come behinde onr Lord 
0 alter or better what be hath decreed & done ? It were better 


Lor 
& fol 
utth 
Ir hal 


"hrialto make windows in our priſon & to look out to Ged & our 


pla 


ountrey Heaven, & to cry like fettered men who long for the 
ear King's free air , Lord : let thy Kingdom comes O let the Bride- 

1 come! And O day, O fair day, O everlaſting ſummerday , 
ce lawn and Shine out , break out from under the black night Shie and 
Ebine! Tam preſwaded , if every day, a little ſtone 1n the priſon 
walls were broken, & thereby aſſurance given to the chained 
Iriſoner lying under twenty ſtone of irons upon arms & legs, 
that at length his chain should wear in two pieces, & a hole 

should be made at length as wide as he might come ſafely out 
tohis long deſired liberty; he would in patience wait on till 
[timeshould hole the priſon wall & break his chains : The Lord's 
hopefull priſagers under their trials are inthat caſe - Years & 
moneths will take out now one little ſtone, then another: of 
this houſe of clay , & atlength time $hall win out the breadrh 
ofa fair door and ſend out the inprifoned ſoul to the freeairin 

heaven , and time $hall file off by little and little our iron bolts , 
which are now on legs and arms, & out-date and wear our 
troubles threed- bare and hollie, and then wear them to nothing : 
4 For what I ſuffered yeſterday I know shall never come again to 
me} "ouble me. Othat we could breath out new hope and new 
"<< bmiſſion every day in Chriſt's lap! For certainly a weight 
ofglory well weighed | yea encrealing toa far more exceeding 
and eternall weight ] shall recompence both weight and length 
2j0 4 light and clipped and short. dared crofſes: Our waters are 

me Putebbe and come neither toour chin nor tothe ſtopping of our 
£.,.þ reath. IT may ſee {if I would borrow eyes from Chrift] dry 
land and that near : Why then should we not laugh at adver- 
lty and ſcorn our short-born and ſoon-dying temptations : E 

rgjoyce in the hope of that glory to be revealed, forit is no un- 
ht tain glory we look for; our hopeis nothing upon ſuch an 

+ | twiſted threed as , I 1magine jo , or it # liks!y ; but the cable,the 


ly ſtrong tow of out faſtened anchor , is the oath aud the P_— 
: im 


| you 
Cet0 
orn- 


ime 
ade 


nite 
wat 
Q&, 
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him who is eternall verity , our Salvation is faſtened with Got 
own hand and with Chriſt's own ſtrength to the ſtrong ſto 
of God's unchangeable nature. Mal 3. 6. I am the Lord, | 
change not , and therefore ye ſons of Tacob are not conſumed , \y, 
may play and dance and leap upon our worthy and immoyeatþ 
rock: the ground is ſure and good and will bide hell's brane. 
ling and devils brangling and the world's aſſauls. Oh if ay 
faith could ride it out againſt the high and proud wing 
and waves, wWhen-our ſea {eemeth all to be on fire! O hoy 
oft doel let my grips goe ! Iam put to ſwimming and hit 
finking: I finde the devil hath the advantage of the ground 
this battel for he fighteth in known ground in our corrupt nz 


ture: Alas that is a friend neer of kin and blood to himſelf, an( Þ: 


will not fail to fall foul upon us: And hence it is that he who 
faveth to the utermolſt and leadeth many ſons to glory , i; 
ſtill righting my ſalvation and twenty times a day I ray| 
my heaven, & then I muſt come with my ill rayeled workto 
Chriſtto cumber him | as it were] toright it & to ſeck againthe 


right end of the threed, & to fold up again my eternall glon fj; 


with his own hand, & togivea right caſt of his holy & gre 
cious hand to my marred & fpilt ſalvation : Certainly it is: 
cumberſom thing to keep a foolish childe from falls & broken 
brows, & weeping for this & that toy ,. & rash __— 
& ſicknes & bairns diſeaſes; ere he win through them all, an 
win out of the mires , he coſteth meekle black cumber and 


Hold 


OTAC( 


fashrie to his keepers : And 1o 1s a beleeyer a cumberſon 


piece of work and an ill raveled heſp Sas we ufe to ſay ] to Chriſt 
But God be thanked , for many ip:lt falvations and many il 
raveled heſps hath Chriſt mended fince firſt he entered tutour to 
loſt mankinde. O what could we bairns doe withont him ! how 


ſoon would we mar all? But the leſs ot our weight be upon out Þ 


own feeble legs , and the more that we be on Chriſt the ſtrong 


Rock the better for us ; It is good for us that ever Chrilt 


took the cumber of us: it is our heaven to lay many weight I 


and burdens upon Chriſt, and to make him all we bave, root and 


top , beginning and ending of our ſalvation : Lord hold w þ 


here. Now to this tutour and rich Lord I recommend you: 


Hold 
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wold faſt till he come and remember his priſoner, Grace g 


of orace be With you. 

nj | Aberd. Tours in his 1nd your Lord 

W 1637s Feſus , ; R. 
 — 

"17, Mr W ILLIAM DALGLEISH. 
hy Reverend & dear Brother. [1 : 1] | 
hal 


G Race, mercy & peace be to you: I received yourletter:I bleſs 
our high and onely wiſe Lord who hath broken the ſnare 
that men had laid for you , & I hope that now he Shall keep you 
in his houſe in deſpite of the powers of hell. Who knoweth but 
the ſtreets of our /eruſa/ern shall yer be filled with young men & 
with old men & boyes & women with childe & that they shall 
plant vines in the mountains of Samaria. I am ſure , the 
wheels , paces & motions of this poor Church, are tempered & 
ruled not as men would , but according to the good pleaſure & 
lor) infinite wiſdom of our onely wiſe Lord. I am here waiting in 
5 hope , that my innocency in this honourable cauſeshall melt this 
cloud that men have caſten over me, I know my Lord had hig 
own quarrels again{t me & thar my droſs ſtood in need of this 
0 hot furnace; but I rejoyce in this, that fair truth , beautifull 
ruth, [whole glory my Lord cleareth to me more & _— 
dearth me company, & that my weak aimes to honour my Maſ- 
ter in bringing gueſts to his houſe , now ſwell upon me in 
1 omforts, & that I am not affraid to want a witneſsin heaven » 

} * Fehat it was my joy to have a crown put up on Chrilt*s head in 
hat countrey. O what joy would I have to ſee the wind turn 
pon the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt, & toſee my Lord Jes 
__ Pwureſtored with the voice of praiſe to his own free throne again, 
we be brought "amongſt you to ſee the beauty of the Lord's 
a wouſe ! I hope that countrey will not be ſo ſilly , asto ſuffer 
>, ſen to pluck you away from them , & that ye will uſe means 
0 keep my place empty & to bring me back again to the peo= 
' © to whom I have Chriſts right and his Church's — 
TP Cai” 
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calling. Dear Brother , let Chriſt be dearer & dearer to yay; wi 
let the conqueſt of ſouls be top and root , flower and vloome fl ®7 
y1n 


your joyes and deſires in this fide of ſun and moon : and in the 
day when the Lord shall pull up the four ſtakes of this clay tent ®* 
of the earth, & the laſt pickle of ſand shall be at the nick 
falling down in your watch-glaſs, & the maſter shall callthe 


ſervants of the vineyard to give them their hire ; ye will eſteen bet 
the bloom of this world's glory like the colours of the rain-boy, n 


that no man can put in his purſe & treaſure: Your Labour 
pains shall then ſmile upon you. My Lord now hath give 
me experience [howbeit weak & ſmall] that our beſt fare her = 


is hunger; we are but at God*s by-board in this lower houſe, 
we have cauſe to long for ſnpper-time & the high table , upin wal 


the high palace : This world deſerverh nothing but the ute 
court of our ſoul. Lord-haſten the marriage-ſupper of the by 
Lamb. I finde i ſtill peace ro giye up with this preſent world &f 
as with an old decourted & caſt-off loyer : My bread & drink 
init, is not ſo much worth , that I should not loath the Inns, 
& pack up my defares for Chriſt , that I have ſent out to the feck-}ſ 
leſs creatures in it, Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Tour affefionat Brother & Chriſt's Foot 
priſoner. S. R. ſoo 
y Iron pa —— lay, 


Tothe Lairdof 
GT A SS TX 


Munch honoured Sir. (132) | 


(GH , mercy & peace beto you: I long to hear how ou 
ſoul proſpereth : I have that confidence that your ſoul mint 
eth Chriſt & ſalvation; I beſeech you in the Lord give mot 
| pains & diligence to fetch heaven, then the countrey -ſortof lat 
profeſlors; who think their own faith & their own Godlinels 
becauſe it is their own , beſt; & content themſelves witl 


eoldrife cuſtom & courſe , with a reſolution to 1ummer 6 
| _—_— 


_—_— 


| — 
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winter in that ſort of profeſſion, that the multitude and the 
times favour moſt, and are ſtill shaping and clipping and car« 
ving their faith , according asit may beſt ſtand with their ſum =. 
mer-ſun and a whole skin ; and ſo breath out both hot and cold 
koh i God's matters, according to the courfe of the times: This 
is their compals they sail toward heaven by , in ſtead of a 
better. Worthy &+ dear Sir , ſeparate your ſelf from ſuch , and 
bend your ſelf tothe utmoſt of your ſtrength & breath, in run- 
ning faſt tor ſalyation , and in taking Chriſt's Kingdom , uſe vio- 
lence; It coſt Chritt and all this followers sharp showers and 
hot ſweats ere they won to the top of the mountain; But ſtill 
our ſoft nature would have heaven coming to our bed-ſide when 
we are {lceping , & lying down with us, thatwe might goeto 
heaven in warm elothes; but all that came there found wet feet 
the þ 07 fhe way , & Sharp ſtorms that did take the hide off their face » 
& found to's & fro's & up*'s & down's & many enemies by the 
rink V9Ye Tt 1 impoſſible a man can take his.lufts to heaven with 
yY him, ſuch wares as theſe will not be welcome there. O how 
loath are we to forgoe out packalds & burdens that hinder us to 
run-our race with patience ! It is no ſmall work to diſpleaſe & 
anger nature , that we may pleaſe God. O if it be hard to win one 
foot or half an inch out of our own will , out of our own wit, out 
of our own eaſe & worldly luſts, & ſo todeny our ſelf, & to 
—fay, It is not I but Chriſt, not I but grace, not I but God's 
gory, not I but God's love conſtraining me , not I but the 
ord's word , not I but Chriſt's commanding power as King 
mnme! O what pains & what a death is it to nature ,, to turn 
me, my ſelf, my luſt, wy eaſe, my credit, over in, my Lord, 
my Saviour , my King & my God , my Lord's will, my Lord's 
race ! But alas that 1dol, that whorish creature »y ſelf, is 
the maſter-idol we all bow to: What made Evah milſcarry ? 
&what hurried her headlong upon the for bidden fruit , but that 
wretched thing her ſelf? What drew that brother-murtherer 
to kill 4bel? That wilde himſe!f. What drove the old world 
eh fo: corrupt their wayes ? Who but themſelves , & their 
"., yon pleaſure. ? What was. the cauſe of Swomor?s falling into 
| . R idolatry 


£8 


F4I x x 


idolatry & multyplying of ſtrange wives ? What but himſelf, 
whom he would rather pleaſure then God. What was the hook 
that took Pavid & ſnared him firtin adultery but his Jelf luſt, 
& then-in murther but his ſelf-credit & ſe/f-honwowr ? Why 


led Peter on to deny his Lord ? Was it not a piece of himſef 


(38) Af en Bot 


& ſe!f=loye to a whole skin ? What made 1udas (ell his Ma. | 


ter for 30 pieces of money, but a piece of ſelf-love idolizing 
of avaritious ſelf? What made Demas to goe off the way | 
the Goſpel ,-to embrace this preſent world ? even ſelfloye & low þ 


of gain for bimſelf: Every man blameth the devil for his fins, 


but the great devil, the houſe-devil of every man, the houſe dejil 
that eateth & lieth in every man's boſom , is that idol that kil | 
«— leth all., bimſe!f, O blelſed are they who can deny rhemſehn | 

7” &put Chriſt, in the room of themſelves! O would to the Lord, 
" I hadnotamyſef, but Chriſt : nora my luft , bnt Chriſt, no Þ 
a my eaſe, but Chriſt ; nor a my honour , But Chriſt! O ſwat Þ 
word, Gal. 2 : 20. 1ltrve no more , bat Chriſt liveth in we! O ife | 
very one would put away himſelf, his own ſelt , his own eaſe, 
his own pleaſure, his own credit , & his own twenty things, 


his own hundred things, that he ſetteth up as idols above Chriſt! 
Dear Sir, I know ye will be — back to your old ſelf; 
to your ſelf-luſt & ſelf-1dol that ye ſet 


after your ſoul's eternal welfare, that I uſe this frecdom 


ſpeech. Your ſun I know is lower & your evening skie anl 
ſun-ſctting nearer then when I ſaw you laſt 2 Strive to enlf 


your task before night , and to make Chriſt your-ſelf ,. ani 


to acquain! your love and your heart with the Lord : Stan 


now by Chrit and his truth , when ſo many fall foully and 
are: falic to him : I hope ye love him and his truth , let me 


have power with you to confirm you in him. I think moredf 


my Lord's ſweer croſs then of a crown of gold and a fre 
Kingdom lying ro it. Sir , I remember you in my prayes 
to the Lord , according to. my promiſe : Help me wit 
your prayers that our Lord would be pleaſed to bring mer 


WF T8 >1 45 


up in the luſts of youti Þ 


above Chriſt. Worchy Sir , pardon this my freedom 
love : God is my witneſs that it is out of an earneſt defir 


(259) 
moneſt you again with the Goſpel of Chriſt : Grace, grace 
be with you. 

Aberd. 1637. Tours in his ſweetef? Lord 
and Maſter , S, R, 


I ro—_—_— 


T JOHN GORDON 
Of Caraoneſs younger. 


Dearly beloved in our Lord. (13 3) 


Race , mercy & peace be to you: I long exceedingly to 
hear of the caſe of your ſoul which hath a large hare both 


| of my o_ & carefull thoughts. S;r , remember that a pre- 
| cious treaſure & price is upon this short play that ye are now ups 

| on, even. the eternity of well or woe to your ſoul ſtandeth upon 
| the little point of your ill or well empldyed short & ſwift poſting 
| fand-glaſs : Seek the Lord while he may be found , the Lord 


waiteth upon you ; Your ſoul is of no little price : gold or ſils 
yer of as much bounds as would cover the higheſt heavens 
round about, cannot buy it - To live as others doe & to be 


| tree of open fins that the world crieth shame upon, it will not 
| bring you to heaven? as much civility & countrey-diſcretion 


would lye between you & heaven, will not lead you one 


| foot or one inch above condemned nature : & therefore take 
| pains upou ſeeking of ſalvation, & give your will , wit, hu- 


mour , the green deſires of youth's pleaſures , off your hand 
to Chriſt, lt is riot poſſible for you to know , till experience 
teach you , how dangerous a time Youth is, It is like green & 
wet timber ; when Chriſt caſteth fire on it , it taketh not fires 


| There is need here of more then ordinary pains; for corrupt na- 


ture hath a good back-friend of Youth , & ſinning againſt light 
will put out your candle & ſtupifie your conſcience & bring up» 
on it moe coverings & skins & leſs feeling & ſenſe of guilti- 
neſs, & when that is done the Devil is like a mad horſe that 
bath broken the bridle & runneth away with his rider whither 
ke liſteth, Learn to know thar _ the Apoſtle knew , the 

2 des 
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deceitfulneſs of fin ſtrive to make prayer & reading & holy conj: 
pany & holy conference your delight , & when delight cometh 
in, yeshall by little & little ſmell the ſweetneſs of Chriſt , till at 


length your ſoal be over head & ears in Chriſt's fweetneſs : then þ 
Shall ye be taken up to the top of the mountain with the Lord,to | 
know the ravishmens of ſpiritual love & the glory & excel. 


lency ofa ſeen, revealed, telt & embraced Chriſt : & thenye 


Shall not be able to looſe your ſelf off Chriſt & to binde your ſoul f 
to old lovers: then & never till rhen are all the paces, motions, 


walkings & wheels of your foul ina right tune & in a ſpiritu 


temper: But if this world & the luſts thereof be your delight: 


Iknow not what Chriſt can make of you , ye cannot be mettal 
to be a veſſel of glory & mercy: as the Lord liveth , thouſand 
thouſands are beguiled with ſecurity, becauſe God & wrath & 


Judgement is not terrible to them ; ſtand in aw of God, &of 


_ the warnings ofa cheeking & rebuking conſcience : makes. 

thers to ſee Chriſt in you moving , doing , ſpeaking & think- 
Ing; your actions will ſmell of him , if he be in you : there isan 
Inſtin& in the new born babes of Chriſt, like the inſtin& of na- 
ture , that leades birds to build their neſts & bring up their young 
& love ſuch & ſuch places as woods , foreſts & wilderneſſes better 
then other places : The inſtin& of nature maketh a man love 
His mother - countrey above all countreys The inſtin& & 
' Tenewed nature & {ſupernatural grace , will lead you to ſuch 
& ſuch works, as.to love your countrey above , to ſigh toc 
clothed with your houſe not made with hands , & to callyour 
borrowed priſon hcre below a borrowed priſon , & to look 
upon it ſeryant-like & pilgrim-like : And the pilgrim's eyes 
look, is a diſdainfull like diſcontented caſt of his eye , his heart 
crying after his eye, Fy, fj, this is not like my countrey. Ite 
commend to you the mending of a hole & reforming of a failing, 
one or other , every week, & put offa fin ora piece of it, as0t 
anger , wrath, luſt, intemperance, every day , that ye may mot 
eafily maſter the remnant of your corruption, God hath givel 


you a wife , love her & let her breaſts ſatisſie you , & forthe. 


Lord's fake drink no waters but out of your own ciſtern , ftrange 


wells are poiſon, Strive to learn ſome new way again(t you! 
| Fue4 cor- 
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corruption from the man of God M. W. D. or other ſervants 
of God: ſleep not found till ye finde your ſelf in that caſe : that 
ye dare look death in the face & durſt hazard your ſoul upon e- 
ternity. 'I am ſure many ells & inches of the short threed of 


| your-life are by hand , ſince I ſaw you :. and that threed hath 


an end , and ye have no hands to caſt a knot & adde one day 


"| or a finger-breadth to the end of it: When hearing and ſeeing 


and the'utter walls of the clay-houſe shall fall down & life shall 


| render the befieged caſtle of clay to death & judgement ; & ye 
| finde your time worn ebbe & run out , what thoughts will ye 


then have of idol-pleaſures , that poſſibly are now ſweet 2 


" | what bud or hire would ye then give for the Lord's favour? 8& 


whata price would ye. then give for pardon? It were not amiſs 
tothink ; what if I were ro receive a doom & fo enter into a ſur- 
nace of fire & brimſtone ? What if it come tothis ; that I shall 


| haveno portion but utter darkneſs? And what if T be brought 
tothis , to be banished from the preſence of God & to be given 


over to God's ſerjeants , the Devil & the power of the ſecond 
D:ath? Put your foul by ſuppoſition in ſuch a.caſe, & confid- 
er what horrour would take hold of you & what then ye 
would eſteem of plealing your ſelf in the courſe of fin ! © dear 
Sir, for the Lord's take a wake to live righteouſly & love your 
poor ſoul, & after ye have ſeen this my letter , ſay with 
your ſelf , the Lord will ſeek an account of this warning 1. have 


| received, Lodge Chriſt in your family, Receive no ftranger 


hireling as your Paſtor. I bleſs your children, Grace be 
with you, | | | 


 Aberd, 1637. _—_ = - loring | 
| aſftor, S.R. 


To my Lord B O Y D. 


My very honourable & good Lord, (134) 


> ———_—— 


_—— 


(ace » Mercy & peace be to your Lo : Out of the worthy 


report that I hear of your Zo : zeal for this born down 
R 3 & 0op- 


| 
l 


(262) 


- & oppreſſed Goſpel Iam bold to write to your Lo: beſceching 
you by the mercies of God, by the honour of our royaland 
.princely King Jeſus , by the ſorrow , tears & deſolation of 


"your afflicted mother-church . & by the peace of. your cn 


Icience & your joy in the day of Chriſt , that your Lo: wouldpoe 


on in the ſtrength of your Lord and in the power of his might, | 
ta beſtir your ſelf for the vindicating of the fallen honour | 


your Lord jetus, O bleſſed hands; for evermore that hall help 


to put the crown upon the head of Chriſt again in Srotland! 1 Þþ 


dare promiſe in the name of our Lord that this shall faſten & fix 


- the pillars & the ſtakes of your own honourable houſe upon Þþ 
earth, if ye iend &lay in pledge in Chriſt's hand [ upon ſpiritul 


hazard] lite , eſtate , houſe, honour, credit , moyen , friends, 


the favour of men | ſuppoſe King's with three crowns] _— 


ye may bear witneſs & acquit your ſelf as a man of valour an 


courage to the Prince of your ſalvation , for the purging of his Þ 
temple & ſweeping out the Lordly Diotrephes?*s , time-courting 


Demas's, corrupt Hymeneus's & Philetus's & other ſuch oxen 
that with their dung defile the Temple of the Lord. Is not 
Chriſt now crying , Who will help me? Who will come out with 
we , to take part with me & thare in the honour of my vitty 
over theſe mine enemies who have ſaid + Wee will nt have 
this man to rule over uw ? My wery honourable and dear Lord, 
joyn , joyn[as ye doe] with Chriſt , he is more worth to you & 
your poſterity then this world*s May flowers& withering Riches 


& honour, that shall goe away as.ſmoke & evanish in a night- | 
viſzon , & shall in one half hour after the blaſt of the Archangel's | 


trumpet, lie in white ashes. Let me beſeech your.Lo ; to 
draw by the lap of Time's curtain & look in through that win- 
dow to great & endleſs Eternity , & conſider if a worldly price 
[ſuppoſe this little round clay globe of this ashie &dirty earth,tls 
dying 1dol of the fools of this world were all your own] canbe 
g1yen for one ſmile of Chriſt's God-like & ſoul ravishing coun» 
xenance, in that day when ſo many joints and knees of thouſand 
thouſands wailing shall ſtand before Chriſt trembling * shouting 
& making theyr prayers to hills & mountains to fall upon them 
& hide them from the face of the Lamb. O how _ 
Wold 
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would ſell Lordships & Kingdoms that day & buy Chriſt! But 
Oh the market $shall be cloſed & ended ere then. Your Lo : 
hath now a bleſſed yenture of winning court with the Priuce of 
the Kings of the earth: He himſelf weeping , truth born down , 
& falicn 111 the ſtreets & an oppreſſed Goſpel, Chriſt's bride with 


| watery eyes & i{poi!ed of her vail, her hair hanging about her eyes 


forced to goe In ragged apparel , the banished , ſilenced & 1m« 


| priſoned prophets of God , who have not the favour or liberty to 
| prophefie in ſackcloth, all theſe I ſay, call for your help: Fear not 


worms of clay , the morh $hall car them asa garment , letthe 


| Lord be your fear, he is with you & $hall fight tor you: thus shall 
| yecauſe rhe bieſſiig of theſe who are ready to perich come upon you , 


& yeshall make the heart of this your mother-Charch to ſing for 
joy, The Lamb & his armies are with you & the Kingdoms of the 


| earthare the Lord's, I am perſwaded there is not another Goſpel 
| nor another ſaving truth, then that which ye now contend for. I 
| dare hazard my heaven & ſalvation upon it , that this is the onely 


laving way to glory. Grace, grace be with your Lo: 


Aberd. Tour Lo : at all reſpeFive obed:ence in 
i 637: Chriſt, S. R, 


—— — — 


7 ROBERT GORDON. 
Baliffe of Ayr. 


Worthy Liv. (135) 


Race, mercy & peace be to you - Ilong to hear from you. 
> Our Lord is with his afflicted Kirk, fo that this burning bush 
not conſumed to ashes. I know ſubmiſſive on- waiting for the 
Lord shall at length ripen the joy & deliverance of his own, who 
are _ bleſſed on- waiters : What is the dry & miſcarrying 
hope of all them who are not in Chriſt , but confuſion & wind ? 
0 how pitifully and miſerably are the childrcn of this world 
deguiled, whoſe wine cometh home to them water, & their gold 
bras & tin ! And what wonder that hopes builded upon ſand , 
R 4 $hould 
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Should fall & fink? It- were good for us all to abandon th 
forlorn & blaſted & withered hope we have had in the creature, 
& let us hencetorth come & drink water out of our own well, 
even the fountain of living waters, & build our ſelves &oy 
hope upon Chriſt our rock :. But alas that naturall love thx we 
have to this borrowed home that we were born in, andthat 
this clay-city , the: vain earth , should have the largeſt sharedf 
of our heart} Our poor lean and empty dreams of confidencein 
ſome-thing beſide God are no further travelled then up & down 
the naughty & feckleſs creatures. God may ſay of us, as he ſaid, 
Amos 6, 13.. Ye rejoyce in a thing of nought. Surely: we ſyin 
our ipider's web with pain, and build our rotten and tottering 
houſe upon a lye-and talshood and vanity. O when will we 
learn to have thoughts higher then the ſun and moon , and learn 


our joy , hope, confidence and our ſoul's deſires to look uptoour 


beſt countrey , and to louk down to clay tents ſer up for a night's 
lodging or two, in this unknown land , & laugh at our childih 
conceptions & imaginations that ſuck our joy out of creatures, 
woe , ſorrow , loſſes & grief. O ſweeteſt Lord Jeſus! 0 
faireſt Godhead ! O flower of man & angels, why are we 
ſuch ſtrangers to, & far-off beholders of thy glory ? O it were 
our happineſs for eyermore , that God would caſt a peſt, a 
botch , a leproſie. upon our part of this great whore , a fair and 
well busked World, that f ag might no longer deceive us! but 


O that God may burn 3nd blaſt our Hope hereaway , rather then Þ 


our Hope should live to burn us ! Alas the wrong fide «f 
Chritt [to ſpeak ſo] his black fide, his ſuffering ſide , his wounds, 
his bare coat, his wants, his wrongs , the oppreſſions of men 
done to him, are turned towards mens eyes & they ſee not 
the beſt & faireſt fide of Chriſt, nor ſee they his atniable faceand 
his beauty , that man and angelswonder at. Sy, lend yout 
thoughts to theſe things, & Icarn to contemn this world, & 
to turn your eyes and heart away from beholding the masked 
beauty of all things under Time's law and doom: See him who 


25 inviſible and his inviſible things , draw by the curtain andlook Fi 


in with liking and longing to a Kingdom undefiled that fadeth 
not away , relerved for you in the heayen; This is worthy df 
a BE. your 
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your painsand worthy of your ſouls ſweating and labouring & 
ſecking afrer night and day : Fire will flee over the earth and 
ll; Yall that isin it, even deſtruction from the Almighty: Fy, 
our } fy upon that hope that shall be dryed up by the root! 
we | fy upon the druncken night - bargains, And the drunken 
hat Þ and mad covenant that ſinners make with death and hell after 
of cups, and when mens ſouls are_mad and drunken with the love 
in Þ ofthis lawleſs life! They think to make a neſt for their hopes , 
wa Þ and take quarters and conditions of hell and death, that they shall 
id, Bhavecaſe, long life, peace, & in the morning when the laſt 
pin © trumpet shall awake them , then they rue'the block. Itis time 
ing. & high time for you to think upon death and your accounts , 
we | and to remember what ye are, where ye will be before the year 
rn Þ of our Lord 1700, I hope ye are thinking gpon this : pull upon 
ur © your ſoul and draw it aſide from the company that it is with, and 
it's W round & whiiper in to it newes of eternity , death , judgement, 
ish W heaven and heil. Grace , grace be with you, 


, Aberd. 1637. _— in his ſweet Lord 
; eſs. - S.: Ke. 


. To ALEXANDER GORDON), 
ut þ Of Earleſiown. 


gf Much honoured Six. ( 13 6) 


5, (Race, mercy & peace be to you - It is like if ye the Gentry 
am F = & Nobility of this nation , be men in the ſtreets {as the 
word ſpeaketh] for the Lord that he will now deliver his flock 
Cpather & reſcue his ſcattered sheep from the hands of cruel 
«rigorous Lords, that have ruled over them with force. O 
tlat mine eyes might ſee the moon-light turn to the light of the 
wn! But I till fear the quarrel of a broken Covenant in 
atland ſtandeth before the Lord : However it be, I avouch 


ok before the world, the tabernacle of the Lord shall again be in 
n thzemidft of Scotland, and the glory of the Lord shall dwellin_ 
0 


bezuty as the light of many days in one, in this land, O what 
| R 5 *could 
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could my ſoul deſire more next to my Lord Jeſus , whileI 1 
in this flech, bnc trar Chriſt & his Kingdom might be gra 
amongſt Jews & Gentiles, & that the Ifles [& amongt 

them , overclouded & darkned Britan] might have the gluy ſi 
of a noon-day*s iun ! Oh thatI had any thing [ 1 will not «& 
cept my part in Chriſt ] to wodſet or lay in pledge to redeemk 
buy ſuch glory to my higheſt & royall Prince, my iweet Lord 
Jeſus! my poor little heaven were well beftowed , if it could 
ſtand a pawne for eyer to ſer on high the glory of my Lord; But 
I know, heneedeth not wages nor hire at my hand ; Yea, I 
know, if my eternal glory could weigh downe in weight iti 
alone, all the eternal glory of the bleſſed Angzis & of all the 
ſpirits of juſt & perfe& men glorified & to be glorified, Oh 
alas, how far am I engaged to forgoe it for , and give it over 
to Chriſt; ſobeing he might thereby be ſet on high aboyeted 
thouſand thouſand millions of heavens, in the conqueſt of 
many , many nations to his Kingdom ! Oh that his King: 
dom would come ! O that all the world would ſtoop before 
him ! O blefſed hands that shall put the crown upon Chrilts Wa 


head in Scosland ! But alas , I can ſcarce get leave to war j 


my love on him: I cau finde no wayes to out my heat upon 
Chriſt & my love that I with my ſoul beſtow on him , it islike 
todie upon my hand, & I think it to bairns-play to be hung: 
red with Chriſt's love : To love him & to want him wanteth 
little of hell. Iam ſure he knoweth how my joy would ſwel 
upon me from a littlc well to a great ſea, te have as much of fic 
his loye & as wide a ſoul anſwerable to comprehend it , tilll K 


cried , hold Lerd , 30 more: But I finde he wi!l not have me ſyſt 


to be mine own ſteward nor mine own carver: Chriſt keepeth 
the keys of Thrift [to ſpeak ſo] & of his own love, and he1isa 
wiſer diſtributer then I can take up : I know there 1s more Þ 
him then would make me run over like a coaft-full-ſea. I 
were happy for evermore to get leaye to. ſtand but beſide 
Chriſt and hislove, and to look in, ſuppoſe I were interdic- 
ted of God to come near hand, touch or embrace , kiſsorſi 


too my ſinfull head and drink my ſelf drunken with that love ÞÞwi 


| ly thing, God ſend me that I would have, for I now nr | 
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Lane more clearly then before, our folly in drinking dead wa+ 
orea ſes & in playing the whore with our ſoul's love upon running- 
onpt ſet wells , & broken sheards of creatures of yeſterday , whom 
lon Mime will unlaw with the penalty of loſing their being & na- 
 e-hural ornaments. O when a fſouPs love is itching [to ſpeak 
p] for God , and when Chriſt in bis boundleſs and bottom=» 

love , beauty and exceilency cometh & rubeth up & excit- 

ththat love, what can be, heaven if this be not heaven? I am ſure 

tis bit feckleſs , narrow & short love of regenerated ſinners was 
orn'for no other end , but to breath & live and love & dwell in 

xc boſom and betwixt the breaſts of Chriſt: Where is there a bed 

r 2 lodging for the ſaints loye but Chriſt? O that he would 

e our ſelves off our hand , for neither we not the creatures 

;n be either due conqueſt or lawtull heritage to love! Chrift 

& none bur Chriſt 'is Lor4 & proprictour of it, Oh alas, 

ow pitifull is it that ſo much of our love gocth by him ! O 

ng* but we be wretched waſters of our ſoul's love ! 1 know it is 
he deep of bottomleſs and unſearchable providence , that the 

nts are ſuffercd to play the whore from God , and that their 

oye goeth a hunting , when God knoweth it shall roſt no- 
hing of that at ſupper-time : The renewed would have 1t 
therwiſe ; & why is it ſo, ſeeing our Lord can keep us with- 

« Fout nodding , tottering or reeling , or any fall at all? Our 
lefires I hope shall meet with perfection : but God will have our 
ins an office- houſe for Gods's grace, & hath made fin a matter 

fan unlaw & penalty for the Son of God's blood ; & howbeit 
jnshould be our ſorrow , yet there is a ſort of acquieſcing & re- 

' Wing upon God's diſpenſation required of us, that there 1s ſuch 
athing in us as Sin , whereupon mercy , torgiveneſs, healing , 
ring , in our ſweet Phy fician , may finde a field to work upon. 

0 what a deep is here , that created wit cannot take up ! How- 

ever matters goe , it is our happineſs to win new ground daily 

de in Chriſt's love, and to purchaſe a new piece of it daily and 
- Fadde conqueſt to conqueſt , till our Lord Jeſus & we be ſo 
near other , that Satan Shall not draw a ſtraw or a threed be- 

* Pvixtus. And for my ſelf, Ihave no greater joy in my welfa» 
oured bonds for Chriſt , then that I know, time $hall put him 

& me 
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& me together; & that my love & longing hath room & libery | had 


amidit my bonds & foes-{ whereof there are not a few here 
all ranks] to goe vilit the borders & utter coaſts of my La 
Jeſus's countrey & ſee ar. leatt afar off & darkly , the Countrep 
-whichshall be mine inheritance, which is my Lord [eſus's due 
both through birth and conqueſt. I dare avouch to all thy 


know God , that the ſaints know not the length & largenedf 
the ſweet carneſt & of the ſweet green sheaves before the hu-[ 
veſt, that might be had on this fide of the water , if we houlf 
take more pains : And that we all goe to heaven with lil 


earneſt & lighter purſes of the hoped-for ſumme , then other 


wiſe we might doe , if we took more .pains to win furtheriafþ 


upon Chriſt , in this pilgrimage of our abſence from him. Grace, 

. grace & glory be your portion, 

Avberd. 1637. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
Zeſwa. S.R. 


7 JOEN LAWRIE. 


Dear Br:ther, (137) 

| Am ſorry that ye or ſo many inthis Kingdom should exped 

ſo much of mean empty reed: Verily I am a naughty & pour 
body : But if the tinkling of my Lord Jeſus's iron chains 
legs & arms could ſound the high praiſes ot my royall King, 
whoſe priſoner I am, O how would my 1oy ruu over! Ifmy 
Lord would bri ng edification to one ſoul by my bonds, I am fati- 
fied; but I know not what 1 can doe to ſuch a princely & beauti 
full welbeloved : He is far behinde with me; Little thanksto me 
to ſay to others, his wind bloweth on me who am but withereds 
dry bones: But ſince ye defire me to write to you, either help me 
to. ſet Chriit on high for his running- over love , in that the 
heat of his ſweet breath hath melted a frozen heart » elſe I think 
ye doc nothing for a priſoner, I am fully confirmed that it 
1s the honour of our Law-giver I ſufter for now: Iam not a 
Shamed to give out letters of recommendation of Chriſt 
love to as many as will extoll the Lord Jeſus & his crols.. w 


as T 
ſuck 


libery 
reg 
' Lord 


race, 
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| kad not failed this ſea-way to heaven,but had taken the land-way 


z many doe, I should not have known Chrift*s \weetnels in 
ſich a meaſure, But the truth is, let no man thank me * for [ 
cauſed not Chriſt's wind to blow upon me: His love came up- 
on a withered creature whether I would or not ; { & yet by 
coming it procured from me a welcome ] A heart of iron & iron 
doors wil: not hold Chriſt out : I give him leave to break iron 


| locks & come in, & that isal: & now I know not whether pain of 
Þ love for want of poſſetlion, or ſorrow that I dow not thank him, 
| paineth me moſt;but both work upon me. For the Firſt, O that 
'F he would come & fatisfie the longing {oul & fill the hungry foul 

| with theſe good things? I know indeed my guiltineſs may be a 


m” 


barin his way , but he 1s God , & ready to forgive :. And for the 
other, woe , woe is me that I cannot finde a heart to give back 
ain my unworthy little love for his great ſea-full of love to 
me; O that he would learn me this piece of gratitude ! O that, 
I could have leave to look #7 thorow the hole of the door to ſee 
his face & ſing his praiſes ! or could break up one of his chamber 
windows to look :# upon his delighting beauty,till my Lord ſend 
more: any little communion with him , one of hislove-looks 
chould be my begun heaven - I know he 1s not Lordly, neither 
isthe bridegroom's love proud , though I be black & unlovely & 
unworthy of him. I would ſeek but leave , & withall , grace , 
to ſpend my love upon him : I counſel you to.think highly of 
Chriſt & of free, free grace more then ye did before ; ſor | 
know that Chriſt is not known amongſt us; I think I ſee more 
of Chciſt then everIfaw, & yet I ſee butlittle of what may be 
ſen: O that he would draw by the curtains & that the King 
would come out of his gallerie & his palace , that I might ſee 
him ! Chriſt's love is young glory & young heaven: Ir would 
ſoften helPs pain's to be filled with it : Whar wouldI refuſe to 
ſuffer, if I could but get a draught of love at my hearts deſire? 
O what price can be given for him ! Angels cannot weigh 
him, O his weight , his worth , his ſweetnels, his overpaſling 
beauty ! if men & angels would come & look to that great 
& Princely one , their ebbeneſs would never take up his depth , 
their narrowneſs would neyer comprehend his breadth height & 
length: 
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length 2 If ten thouſand thouſand worlds of Angels were 
ed, they might all tire themſelves in wondering at his beay 


& begin ” to wonder of ncw, O that I could win nigh hin 


to kiſs his feet , to hear his voice; to finde thc ſmell of his oin 


ments ! But OhalasI have little, little ofhim ; yet I long tg 
more! Remember my bonds & help me with your prayers fy 


I would not niffer or exchange my ſad hours with the joy of n 
velvet-adverſaries. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. June. 16. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſww S.R. 


————— 


To Mr JAMES FLEMING. 


Reverend & welbeloved in our Lord. (138) 


Race, mercy & peace. be to you: I reccived your letter, | 


which hath refreshed me in my bonds. I cannot but teſti 


unto you , my dear Brother, what ſweetneſs I finde in our Milf 


ter's croſs; but alas, what can I either doe or ſuffer for him! 
If I my alone had as many lives as there have been drops 


rain ſince the creation , I would think them too little forthaÞ 
lovely one, our welbeloyed; but my pain and my forrowiſ 


above my ſufferings , that I inde not wayes how to ſet out the 


praiſes of his love to others : I am not able by tongue, pai 
or ſufferings to provoke many to fall in loye with him, butlF 
knoweth whom I loyeto ſerve in the ſpirit , what I would doekf 
ſuffer by his own ſtrength, ſobeing I might make my Lord [eu 
lovely & ſweet to many thouſands in this land. I think i 
amongſt God's wonders that he will take any praiſe orglon i 
or any teſtimony to his honourable cauſe, from ſuch a forlon | 
ſinneras Iam: But when Chriſt worketh he needeth nota | 


the queſtion by whom he will be glorious: Iknow, ſeeinghs 
glory at the beginning did shine out of poor nothing to ſet 
ſuch a fair houſe for man & Angels, & ſo many glorious crer 
tures to proclaim his goodneſs, power & wiſdom , 1f I wer 
burnt to ashes , outof the ſmoke and powder of my difſolr 
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body he could raiſe glory to himſelf : His glory is hisend , Oh 
that I could joyn with him to make it my end ! I would think 
that tellowship with him ſweet & glorious. But alas, few 
know the guilcineſs that is on my part, it is a wonder that 
this good cauſe hath not been marred and fpilt in my foul 
hands : But I rejoyce in this that my ſweet Lord Jeſus 
hath found ſomething adoe , even a ready market for his . 
freegrace and incomparable and matchleſs mercy in my wants : 
Onely my loathſom wretchedneſs and my wants have qua. 
liked me for Chrilt and the riches of his glorious grace , he be- 
hooved to take me for nothing or elie to want me + Few 
know the unſeen & private reckonings betwixt Chriſt and me z 
yet his love , his boundleſs love would not bide away nor ſtay 


| t home with himſelf, & yet I dow not makeit welcome as L 


ought, when it's come unſent for and without hire. How 


d joyfull is my heart that ye write ye aredefirous tojoyn with 
| mein praiſing ; tor it 1s charity to help a Dyvour to pay his 
debts; but when all have helped me , my name shall ſtand in 

E his count-book under ten thouſand thouſands of ſummes un- 


payed; But it eaſeth my heartthar his dear ſervants will but 
ſpeak of my debts to ſuch a ſweet creditour, I deſire he may 
hy me in his own ballance & weigh me, if I would not fain 


{ have a feaſt of his boundleſs love made to my own ſoul and to: 
| many others. One thing I know , we $hall not all beable to 


come neer his excellency with eye, heart or tongue ; for he is 


© aboye all created thoughts? All nations before him are as nothing 
8 & as leſs then nothing , he iittethin the circuit of heaven and 
The inhabitants of the earta are as grachoppers before him ! O 
J that men would praiſe him ! Ye complain of your private caſe: / 
Alas, I am not the man who can {peak to ſuch an oneas ye 
Jae: Any ſweet preſence 1 have had in this town is [I know 
$forthis cauſe, that I might expreſs & make ir known to others ; 
| but 1 never finde my ſelf nearer Chrift and with that royal and 


Princely One , then after a great weight and ſenſe of dead- 
neſs & graceleſneſs! I think the ſenſe of our wants, when with all 
we have a reſtleſneſs and a ſort of fpirituall impatience under 
them and can make a din becauſe we want him whom _ 
foul 
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| ſoul loveth , is that which maketh an open door to Chrift:'y 
when we think we are going backward becauſe we feel deadneh, 
we are going forward : For the more ſenſe the morelife, &ng 
ſenſe argueth no life, There is no ſweeter fellowship with Chri, 
then to bring our wounds & our ſores to him. But for my ſelf, 
I am ashamed of Chriſt's goodnefs & love ſince the time of my 
bonds , for he hath been pleaſed to open up new trexſures of loye 
& felt ſweetneſs, & give viſitations of love & accels to himſelf 
in this ſtrange land, I would think a fill of his love , youngk 
'green heaven: & when he is pleaſed tocome , & the tide isjn, 
& the ſea full, & the King & a poor priſoner together in the 


houſe of wine, the black tree of the croſs is not ſo heavieas' 


feather. I cannot, I dow not but give Chriſt an honourable 


and glorious teſtimony: Iſfee, the Lord can fide through his || - 


encmies bands & triumph in the ſufferings of his own, tht 
this blinde world ſeeth not , that Suffering 1s Chriſt's ar- 
mour wherein he is victorious : & they that contend with 
Zion, ſee not what he is doing when they are {ſet to work is 
under=ſmiths & ſeryants to the work of refining of the faints 
[ Satan's hand alſo by them is at the melting of our Lord's veſſel 
of mercy} and their office in God's houſe , is to ſcour & cleanke 
veſſels for the King's table. I marvel not to ſee. them triumph 
& lit ateaſe in Z:0z, our father muſt lay up his rods and keey 
them carefully for his own uſe: our Lord cannot want firein 
his houſe, his furnace is in Z:07 & his firein Feruſalem: but 
little know the adverſaries the counſel & the rhoughts of the 
Lord. And for your complaints of your miniſtry , 1 now think 


all I did too little: Plainneſs, freedom , watchfulnelſs, fide- 


lity , shall ſwell upon you in exceeding large comforts1n ys 

ſufferings: The feeding 6f Chriſt's lambs in private 'viſitations, 
& catechifing, in painfull preaching , & tair , honeſt & tres 
warning of the flock is a ſufferer's garland. O ten thouſand 


times bleſſed are they, who are honoured of Chriſt to be faithfull 


and painfull in woving a Bride to Chriſt ! My dear Brother, 
I know ye think more on this then I can write , & I rejoyce 
that your purpoſe is, in'the Lord's ſtrength to back your wrong- 


ed Maſter &-'to come out & call your iclt Chriſt's man, —_ 


* 
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f many are now denying him , as fearing that Chriſt carin6e 
doe for himtelf & them,I am a loſt man for ever,or this;this is the 
way to Salyation , even this way that they call Hereſic, that mrieft 
now doe mock & ſcoffat. I am confirmed now that Chriſt will 
accept of his ſervants ſufferings as good ferviceto him at the day 
of his apperance , & that ere it be long he will be upon us all ,, & 
men in all their black's & whites shall be brought ont before 
God Angels and men. Our Maſter is not far off: Oh if we 
conld wait on & be faithful!) The goodwill of him who dwelt 
in the bush,, the tender fayour & love; the grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt be with you. Help me with your prayers , & 


Þ defire from me ; other brethren to take courage for theis 


Maſter; | 
Aberd. Aug, 15. Tours in his ſweet Lord © 
1637. Feſwes SR 


| Worthy Of detir Brother. 'C 39) 


(7; Race, mercy & peace be to you: I have been too long in 

anſwering your letter , bur other buſinefs took me up - 
] ani here waiting if the fair wind will turn upon Chriſt's ſails 
Sutland, & if deliverance be breaking out to this overclouded' 
& benighted Kirk, Oh that we coald contend by. prayers & 
ſupplications with our Lord for that effe&t ! I know -he hath 


Kot given out his laſt doom againſt this land. I have little of 


Crit in this priſon , but groanings & longings & deſires: All 
my ſtock of Chritt is ſome hunger fox him [ And yet I cannot 
lay butT am rich in that ſ{my faith & hope & holy praftice of 
new obedience are {ſcarce worth the ſpeaking of : But blefſed be 


{47 Lord who taketh me , light & clipped & naughty. 8 fecks 


lelsasl am. I ſee Chriſt will not prig with me nor and npon 
epping ſtones , but cometh in at the broad fide without cere= 
momes or making it nice, to make apoor ranſomed one his 
"Wn, © that I could feed upon his breathing & kifling and 

S cette 
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embracing , upon the hopes of my mocting and his, whey 
love-letters shall not goe betwixt us, but he shall be meſſenger 
himſelfthen : But there is required patience on our part tillthy 
ſummer-fruit in heaven be ripe for us; it is in the bud, by 
there be many things to doe before our harveit come: And we 
take ill with it & can hardly endure to ſet our paper-faceto one 
of ChriſPs ſtorms, and to goe to heaven with wettet & pain & 
forrow :; Welove to carry heaven to heaven with us, & would 
have twoſummers in one year, and no leſs then two heaven; 
but this will not befor us, one, & ſuch an one, may ſuffice yg 
well enough - The man Chriſt got but one onely, and hal 
we havetwo? Remember my love in Chriſt to your Father & 
help me with your prayers. If ye would bea deep Divine, [ 
recommend to you Sanctification : Fear him , & he shallreyell 
his Covenant to you. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. Jan. 5, ' Tours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. | | Feſua,S,R. : 
To CARDONNESS Zlar. 
Much honoured Sir. (140) 


Racc, mercy & peace be to you: I have longedto her 

from you & to know the eftate of your ſoul & the eftate of 
that people with you: I beſeech you Sir, by the falvation 
of your precious ſoul and the mercies of God , make good & fure 
work of your falvation & try upon 'what ground-ftone ye have 
builded. Worthy &- dear Sir, if ye be upon finking ſand, 4 
ſtorm of death & a blaſt will looſe Chriſt & you and wash you 
cloſe off the rock : O for the Lord's ſake look narrowly tothe 
work! read 'oyer your life with the light of Gods daylight 
and ſun; for Salvation is not caſten down at every man's door: 
It is good to look to your compals & all ye have need of , ere jt 
take shipping ; for no wind can blow you back again. Re 
member when the race is ended & theplay either: won or loſt% 
ye arein the utmoſt circle & border of time & shall put = 


Ks ad. aw. Tis EEE: S 


go 
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foot within the march of eternity & all your good things of ; 
this short night-dream $hall ſeem to you like the ashes of a 
bleaze of thorns or ſtraw , & your poor ſoul $hall he crying , 

Lodging , lodging , for Goa®s ſake : Then $hall your ſoul be more 
glad at one ot your Lord's lovely & homely ſmiles; then if ye had 
the charters of three worlds for all eternity. Let pleaſures 

& gain , will & defires of this world be put over in God's 


hands , as arreſted and fenced goods that ye cannot intromet } 


with : Now when yeare drinking the ground of your cup &'ye 
are upon the utmoſt ends of the laſt link of time , & old age like 
death's long shadow is cafting a covering upon your days , it 18 
no time to court this vain hfe , & to ſer loys & heart upon it? It 
(s near after ſupper . ſeek reft & eaſe for your ſoul in God through 
Chriſt : Beleeve me I finde'it hard wreſtling to play fair with 
Chaiſt & to keep good quarters with him, & keep love to him 
in integrity & life, & to keep a conſtant courſe of ſound & folid 
daily communion with Chrift - temptations are daily break- 
ing the threed of that courſe, & it is not eafie tofaſt a Knot 
2pain. & many knots make evil work. O how fair have many 
thips been plying before the wind, that in an hour's ſpace have 
been lying in the ſea bottom ! How many profeſfours caſt a 
polden luſtre; as if they were pure gold, & yet are under that 
tkin & cover but baſe & reprobate mettall ! And how many 
keep breath in their race many miles , & yet come $short of the 
price & the garland ! Dear Sr , my foul would mourn in ſecret 
for you, if 1 knew your caſe with God to be but falſe work $ 
Love to have you anchored upon Chriſt maketh me fear your 
tottering & flips : Falſe under-witer not ſeen inthe ground of 
an enlightned conſcience, is dangerous; ſo is often failing & 
fnning againſt light ! Know this, that theſe who never had 
ficknights nor days in conſcience for ſin, cannot have but ſuch « 
peace with God , as wrll undercot & break the flesh again and 
end in a fad war at death. O how feartully are thouſatids 
deguiled with falſe hide growen over old fins, as it the ſoul 
were cured and healed! Dear Sir, 1 ſaw ever nature mighty , 
lofty, heady & ftrong in you , & it was more for you to be 
mortitted & dead to the world then another common man: Ye 
. S232 will 
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ttom of your wounds in ſaving humiliation, to make you a 
won prey for Chriſt : Be humbled, walk ſoftly ; down , down 
for God's ſake, my dear & wortby Brother , with your topſail; 
Stoop , Stoop, it is a low entry to goe in at heaven's pates: 
;T here is infinite Juſtice in the party ye have to doe with , it is his 
Nature not to acquit the guilty & the ſinner - The Law of God 
will not want one farthing of the ſinner : God forgetteth not 
both the Cautioner & the {inner , & every man mult pay either 
in his own perſon [O Lord ſave you from that payment] or 
in his cautioner, Chriſt. It is violence to corrupt nature for 
aman to be holy , tolie down under Chrift*s feet , to quite will, 
pleaſure, worldly love, earthly hope & an itching of heart af- 
ter this fairded A overguilded world , & to be content that 
Chriſt trample upon all. Come in, come in to Chriſt and ſce 
what ye want & finde it in him: He is theshort cut [as we 
uſe to ſay} and the neareſt way to an outgate of all your bar- 
dens : I dare avouch ye s$hall be dearly welcome to him , my 
ſoul would be glad to take part of the joy ye should havein 
him. I dare ſay, Angels pens, Angels tongues , nay as ma 
ny worlds of Angels as there are drops of water in all the ſeas& 
fountains and rivers of the earth, cannot paint him out to you: 
1 think his ſweetneſs ſfincel was a priſoner hath ſwelled upon me 
to the greatneſs of two heavens: O for a ſoul as wideasthe 
outmoſt circle ofthe higheſt heaven that containeth all, to con- 
tain his love! And yet I could hold little of it. O world's 
wonder! O if my ſoul might bnt lie within the ſmell of his 
love, ſuppoſe I could get no more but the ſmell of it! O but 
it is long to that day when I shall hayea free world of Chrilt' 
love ! O what a ſightto be up in heaven in that fair orchard of 
the new Paradiſe, & to ſee and ſmell and touch and kiſs that 
Fair field-flower , that-ever green tree of life ! His bare $ha- 
dow were enough for me, a fight ofhim would be the earneſt of 
heavento me: Fy , fy upon us, thatwe have lovelying ruſting 
beſide us , or whichis worſe , waſted away upon loathſom ob- 
jets , & Chriſt should lie hisalone. Woe , woe isme, that 
- Sin hath made ſo many mad men, ſecking the fool's Paradiſe, 


fur 


will take a low ebbe, & a deep cut & along lanceto goeto the 
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fire under ice , & ſome good and deſireable thing without; and 
apart from Chriſt - Chcift, Chriſt , nothing but Chriſt can 
cool our loye*s bnrning languor ; O thirſty love , wilt thou 
ſet Chriſt the well of life to thy head & drink thy fill? drink and 


| ſparenot , drink love & be drunken with Chriſt ; Nay alas, the 


ditance overwixt us and Chriſt isa death : Oif we were claſped 
in other's arms! We $should never twin again except heaven 
twinned and ſundered us, & that cannot be. 1 deſire your 
children to ſeek this Lord : Deſire them from me to be requeſted 
forChriſt's ſake to be bleſſed & happy,and come & take Chriſt & 
al things with him-Ler them beware of glaſſy & ſlippery youth, 
of foolish young motions , of worldly luſts , of deceivable 
gain, of wicked company , of curling , lying, blaſpheming 


| and foolish talking : Let them be filled with the Spirit, - aC= 


quaint themſelves with daily praying , & with the ftore-houſe 
of wiſdom and comfort , the good word of God. Help the 
fouls of the poor people: O that my Lord would brin me 
again among them , that I might tell uncouth & great tales of 
Chriſt to them ! Receive not a ſtranger to preach any other 
dorine to them. Pray for me his priſoner of hope, I pray fog 
you without ceaſing : I write my bleſſing , earneſt prayers, the 
love of God & the ſweet preſence of Chriſt to you and yours and 
them, Grace , grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637, Tour lawful and loving 
Paſtor. . R, 


— — 


To the Earle of 
LO 2137. .H I AI 


Right honourable & my wery worthy and Noble Lord. [141) 


Ut of the honourable & good report that I heart of your 
Lo: good will & kindneſs in taking to heart the honoura- 


ble cauſe of Chrift & his afflicted Chureh & wronged truth in 
Ws land » I make bold to ſpeak a word in paper to your £93 at 
, 4 ; _ = S p 


this 
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this diſtance , which 1 truſt your Lo; will take in good part! 
It is your Lo: honour & credit to put to your hand | as ye doe, 
all honour to God] to the falling & tottering tabernacle of 
{| Chriſt in this your mother-Church , & to own Chriſt's wrongs 
| as your own wrongs. O bleſſed hand which $hall wipe and 
dry the watery eyes-of our weeping Lord Jeſus, now going 
Mourning in {ackloth in his members , in his ſpouſe , 1n his 
truth & in the prerogative royal of his Kingly power ! He 
| -Needeth not ſervice and help from men , bur it plcaſeth his wit 
dom to make the wants & loſſes , ſores and wounds of his 
ſpouſe, a fcild & an office- houſe for the zeal of his ſ{ervantsto 
| exerciſe themſelyes In : Therefore , my noble & dear Lord, 
| goe on, goe on in the ſtrength of the Lord againſt all oppoli- 
| tionto ſide with wronged Chriſt: The defending & warding & 
' Rtrokes off Chriſt , his Bride , the King's daughter , is like a 
piece of the reft of the way to heaven, knotty , rough, ſto- 
my & full of thorns : Many would follow Chriſt, but witha 


reſervation , that by open proclamation Chriſt would cry down . 


croſſes, & cry up fair weather & a ſummer-skie & {un till we 
were all fairly landed at heaven. I know your Los : hath,not 
ſo learned Chriſt , but that ye intend to ferch heaven, ſuppoſe 


your father were ſtanding in your way , & to take it withthe 


wind on your face; for ſo both ftorm & wind was on the fair 
face of your lovely fore-runner Chriſt all his way. It is pol: 
ſible the ſucceſs anſwer not your defire in this worthy cauſe: 
what then? Duties are ours but events are the Lord's: &1 
hope , if your Lo: & others with you shall goe on , to dive to 
the loweſt ground & bottom of the knavery & perfidious trea- 
chery to Chriſt, of the curſed & wretched Prelats , the Anti- 
Chriſts firſt-born & the firſt fruit of his foul womb, & hall 
deal with our Soveraign [Law going before you] for therea- 
ſonable & impartial hearing of Chriſt's bill of complaints, & 
ſet your ſelves ſinglely to ſeek the Lord & his face , your righ- 
tequineſs shall break through the clouds, that prejudice hath 
drawn aver it: & ye $hall in the {trength of the Lord bring our 
banighed & departing Lord Jeſus home again to his Sanuary. 
Neither Muff your £0; adyitc with ficsh & blood in this, > 

Win! 
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wink, & in the dark reach your hand to Chriſt & follow him? 
Let not mens fainting diſcourage you , neither be afraid of 
mens canny wiſdom, who in this ſtorm take the neareſt shore 
& goe to the lee & calm fide of the Goſpel , & hide Chriſt [if | 
ever they had him ] in their cabinets, as if they were ashamed 
of him, or as if Chriſt were ſtoln wares & would blush before 
the ſun, Ay very dear & noble Lord , ye have rejoyced the 
hearts of many, that ye have made choice of Chriſt & his Goſpel, 
whereas ſuch great temptations doe ſtand in your way : But L 
lore your proteſſion the better rhat it endureth winds:If we knew 


our ſelves well, to want temptations is the greateſt temptatlony\ / /| 


of all : Neither is father nor mother , nor court , ' nor ho- 
nour, it. this overluſtred world with all it's paintry & fairding 
any thinz elſe , when they are laid in the ballance with Chriſt! 
but feathers , shadows , night- dreams & ſtraws, O if this 
world kiew the exccllency , ſweetneſs & beauty of that high 
& lofty ene , that faireſt among the ſons of men ! verily 
they shouH fee , if their love were bigger then ten heavens, all 
in circles vithout other , that it were all too little for Chriſt 
our Lord, I hope your choice shall not repent you , when 
life 5hall corae to that twilight betwixt Time & Eternity , and 
ſe shall ſee the ummoſt border of Time & hall draw the curtain 
& look into Eterniy , & $hall one day ſce God take the hea- 
vens in his hands & fold them together like an old holly gar- 
ment, & ſet on fire this clay-part of the creation of God , & 
conſume away in {md:e & ashes the idol-hopes of poor fools, 
who think there is not 4 better countrey then this low coun- 
trey of dying clay. Chillren can not make compariſon aright 
betwixt this life and thz to come ; & therefore the babes 
of this world who ſee no etter , mould in their own brain ar 
teen of their own coyninz, becauſe they ſee no further then 
th: neareſt ſide of Time. I de lay in pawne my hope of heaven 
that this reproached way , ithe onely way of peace; I finde it 
bthe way that the Lord hat. ſealed with his comforts vow in 
my bonds for Chriſt: & I veily eſteem & finde chains & fet- 
{ers for that lovely one Chriſt . to be watered over with ſweet 
oulolations & the loye- ſmiles & that lovely Bridegroom , for 
S 4 whoſe 
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whoſe coming we wait: & when he cometh , then 5hall th 
black's & white's of all come before the ſun , then hall the 
Lord put a finall deciſion upon the pleas that Zion hath with 
' her adverſaries, Andas faſtas Time poſteth away [ whichnei 
ther fitteth, nor ſtandeth, not ſleepeth] as faſt 1s oar hand. 
-hreadth of this short winter-night fying away & th2 skie o 
our long laſting day drawing near is's breaking. Except your 
Lo: be pleaſed to plead for me againſt the tyrann? of pe 
Jats ; Ishall be forgotten in this priſon : for they did thapeny 
doom according to their new lawleſs Canons, whit is, that 
a deprived miniſter shall be utterly filenced & not prexh at all, 
which 1s a cruelty contrary to their own former prafic:s. Now 
the onely wiſe God, the yery God of peace confirm , ſtrength 
en & eſtablisch your Zo: upon the ſtane laid in Z:0n & be with 
you for ever, 


Abcrd, 1637. Tour Lo, at all reſp efive obdientein 
oe. | his ſweet Lord Feſus ,S, R. 


T JEAN BROWN. 


MISTRESS. (142) 


"2 Race, mercy and peace be to you. Ilong to heat how 
3 your ſoul proſpereths Iearneftly deire your on-going to- 
ward your countrey : I know ye ſee yar day meltcth away by 
little & little , & that in short time ye vill be put beyoud Time's 
bounds; for /ife is a poſt that? ſtandethaor ſtill , & our joyes here 
are born weeping rather then laughing & they die weeping Sin, 
Sin , this body of fin and corruptio: » imbittereth & poiſoneti 
all Qur enjoyments, O that I were wiere I should ſin no more! 0 
to he freed of theſe chains & iron feters that we carry about with 
us] Lord looſs the fad priſoners, Who of the children of God 


like a full and fick tomack to wis! at mid-ſupper, that the ſupper 
yereended & therable drawen , that the ſick man might winto 
hcd apd epjoy reſt? Wehave c:uſe tatireat mid-ſupper of - 


w 


have not cauſe to ſay , that they hve their fill of this vain life,&} « 
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beſt meſſes that this world can dreſs up for us, and to cry to 
God that he would remove the table & put the ſin ſick ſouls ro 
reſt with himſelf. O fora long play-day with Chriſt, and our 
long laſting vacance of reſt! Glad may their ſouls. be that are 
fafe over the firth, Chriſt having payed the fraught : Happy 
zre they who have palt their hard and weariſom time of ap- 
prentichip, and are now free-men and citizens in that joyfull 
high city > the new Teruſalem. Alas that we Should be glad of, 
and rejoyce in our fetters & our priſon-houſe & this dear Innes, 
alifeaf fin , where we are abſent from our Lord and fo far from 
our home. O that we could get bonds & law-ſuretiship of our 
love, that it faſten not it ſelf on theſe clay-dreams , theſe clay- 
chadows and worldly vanities ! We might be oftener ſeein 

what they are doing in heaven and our heart more frequently 
upon our ſweet treaſure aboye : We ſmell pf the ſmoke of 
this lower houſe of the earth, becauſe our heart and our thoughts 


are here: if we could haunt up with God , weshould ſmell of - | 


heaven and of our countrey above , & we should look like our 
countrey and like ſtrangers or people not born or brought up 
hereaway : Our croſſes would not bite upon us, if we were 
heavenly minded. I1 know no obligation the ſaints haveto this 
world, ſeeing we fare but upon the ſmoke of it, & if there be 
any ſmoke in the houſe , it bloweth upon our eyes: all our 
part of the table is ſcarce worth a drink of water,& when we are 


© finken we dare not weep , but ſteal our grief away betwixt our 


Lord and us, and content our ſelves with ſtoln ſorrow behinde 
backs. God be thanked we have many things that ſo ftroake us 
zpainſt the hair , as we may pray , God keep our better home , God 
bleſs our Father's houſe , & not this ſmoke that bloweth us to ſeek our 
bf lodging, T1 am ſure this is the beſt fruit ofthe croſs, when 
wefrom the hard fare of the dear Innes cry the more, that God 
would ſend a fair wind to land us hungred & oppreſſed ſtrangers 
at the door of our Father's houſe , which now is made in Chriſt 
our kindly heritage, O then let us pull up the ſtakes & ſtoups 
of our tent, & take our rent on our back & goe without flit- 
ing ta our beſt home : for here we have no continuing city | Tam 


Fating in hope here, to ſee what my Lord will doe with we 


25 Let 
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Let him make of me whath he pleaſeth ; providing he mak 
glory to himſelf out of me , I care not, I hope, yea am now 
ſure : that I am for Chriſt, & all that I can or may makeisfo 
him : 1 am his everlaſting debter or dyvour , & till $hall be; þ 
for alas I have nothing for him & he getteth little ſervice of me 
Pray for me, that our Lord would be pleaſed to give me houſe. þ 
room , that I may ſerve him in the calling he hath called me 
unto. Grace be with you. 


Aberd, 1637. Yours : = TY Lid 
h £/:49 DO. K. 


—  — 


T ROBERT STUART| 
My Very dear Brother, (143) | 


—— 


C;, 2c » mercy & peace be to you : Ye are heartily wel 
come to my world of ſuffering & heartily wel-come to my 
Maſter's houſe, God give you much joy of your new Maſter; 


If I have been inthe houſe betore you, I were not faithfull togive 
the houſe an ill name , or to ſpeak evil of the Lord of the family. 
* Frather wish God's Holy Spirit [O Lord breath upon mewith Þ 
that Spirit] to tell you the fachions of the houſe. One thingl 
can ſay , by on-waiting ye will grow a great man with the Lord 
of the houſe , Hang on, till ye get ſome good from Chriſt : 


Lay all your loads & your weights by faith upon Chriſt - Eaſe Þppai 


your ſelf & let him bearall: hecan, he dow, be wil bear you, 


howbeit hell were upon your back. I rejoyce that he is come jo 


& hath choſen you in the furnace , it was even there whereye 
& he ſet tryſt, that is an old gate of Chriſt's, he keepeth the Þ 
good old fashion with you , that was in Hoſza's days, Ho. 3, 14 
Therefore behold I wil allure her & bring her to the wilderneſs and 
Speak to her heart : There was no talking to her heart while he 
& s$he were 1n the fair flourishing city & at eaſe, but outin 
the cold, hungry , waſte wilderneſs , he allureth her, hewhil- 
pered in newes into her ear there , & ſaid , Thou art mine, Whit 
would ye think of ſuch a bed? Ye may toon doc workane 

| ay s 
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y, Lord holds all Lord Feſta a bargain be it, it hall not goe 
ack on my ſide. Ye have gotten a great advantage in the way 
0 heaven , that ye have ſtarted to the gate in the morning : Like 


, Bfoolas I was, I ſuffered my ſun to be high in the heaven and 


jear after noon before ever I took the gate by the end: I pray 


. ou now, keep the advantage ye have: My heart, be not lazie, 


tasquickly up the brace on hands & feet, as if the laſt pickle of 
and were running, out of your glaſs, & death were coming to 
urntheglaſs: & be very carefull to take heed to your feetin 
hat ſlippery & dangerous way of yauth, that ye are walking 
1: The devil & temptations now have the advantage of the 
brac of you , & are upon your wand- hand & your working 
hand; Dry timber will ſoon take fire: Be covetous & greedy 
fthe grace of God , & beware thatit be not holineſs that com- 
thogely from the croſs , for too many are that way diſpoſed, 
al. 78. 34. When he flew them then they ſought him &+ they 
turned & enquired early after God. v. 35, Nevertheleſs they did 
utter hin with their mouth and they lyed unto him with their 
mpves, It is a part of our hypocrifie to give God fair white 
words, when he hath us in his grips | it I may ſpeak ſo]& to 
latter him till we win to the fair fielts again. Try well 
reen godlineſs , and examine what it 1s, ye love in Chriſt : if 
jelove but Chriſt's ſunny ſide, & would have onely ſummer. 
rather & a land-gate, nor a ſea-way to heaven, your pro- 
ſion will play you a ſlip and the winter-well will goe dry 
gain in ſummer: Make no ſports nor bairns-play of Chriſt : 
utlabour for a ſound & lively fight of fin, that ye may judge 
your ſelf an undone man , a damned ſlaye of hell & ſin, one 
lfing in your own blood , except Chriſt come and rue upon 
jou, &take you up; and therefore make ſure & faſt work of 
verſion 3 Caſt the earth deep; and down , down with the 
id work , the building of confuſion that was there before , & 
« Chriſt lay new work & make a new creation withim you - 
wk if Chritt's rain gocth down tothe root of your withered 
nts, and if his love wound your heart while it blezd with 
wow for fin, & if ye can pant & fall a ſwoon & be like ta 
for that loyely one, Jeſus: I know Chriſt will got be hid 
wnere 
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where he is , grace will ever ſpeak for it ſelf, be'fruitfullig]Þ" 
weldoing: The ſanQified croſs is a fruitfull tree , it bringay'9* 
forth many apples. If I should tell you by ſome weak expai. #?® 
ence what I have found in Chriſt, ye or others could hardyff hey 
beleeye- me :; I thought not the hundred part of Chriſt low" 
ſince that I doe now, though al as my thoughts are ſtill in. P 
finitely below his worth. I have a dwining , fickly and paine{ſſ!®* 
life for a reall poſſeſſion of him , and am troubled with loys 44 
brashes and love-fevers, but it is a ſweet pain : I would refuſj#*** 
no conditions , not hell excepted [reſerving alwayes God's hy, 
trcd] to buy poſſeſſion of Jeſus ; but alas I am not a merchay 
who have any money togive for him , I muſt either comeroz for 
good cheap market where wares are had for nothing , elſe] 
goc home empty : But I have caften this work upon Chriſty? 
get me himſelf: I have his faith & truth & promiſe [as a pawn 
of his ] all engaged , that I shall obtain that which my hungy 
defires would beat, & I eſteem that the choice of my happinel;: 
And for Chriſt's croſs , eſpecially the garland & the flowerdf ** 
all crofles , to ſnfer for his uame , I eſteem it more then Ia 
write or ſpeak to you: And I write it under mine own hand 
to you, 1t 1s one of the ſteps of the ladder up to our countrey, 
& Chriſt [who ever be one] is ſtill at the heavy end of this black P* 
tree, & ſoit is but as a feather to me 2; I need not run atleaſun 

becauſe of a burthen on my back , my back never bare the 

like of it, the more heavily croſſed for Chriſt, the ſoul isflil 

rhe lighter for the journey. Now would to God, all colt 

blooded , faint-heartcd ſouldiers of Chriſt, would look apait 

to Jeſus & to his love , & when they look , I would have then} 
to look again & again , & fill themſelves with beholding > 

Chriſt's beauty, & I dare ſay then, that Chrift should come 

great court & requeſt with many : The virgins would flock fat E, 
about the Bridegroom , they would embrace and take hold * 
of him & not let him goe. But when I have ſpoken ofbin ,”' 
till my head rive ,'I have ſaid juſt nothing , I may begit " 

again : A God-head, a God-head is a world's wonder: St ** 
ten thouſand thouſand new made worlds of angels and elit 6k 
men,&double them in number,ten thouſandghouland,thouſan 
| | a times 
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 imes, let their heart & tongues be ten thouſand, thouſand 
mes more agile & large, then the heart & tongues of the Se- 
vxper; Wephims that {tand with ſix wings before him , Iſa. 6. 2. When 
hardy they bave faid all for the gloritying & praiſing of the Lord Je- 
Elon! ſus, they have but ſpoken little or nothing : his love will bide 
ill jn. all poſſible ereatures to pratſe. Oh if I could wear this tongue ' 
ine! the tamp in extolling his highneſs! but it is my daily grow- 
\ ove, fling ſorrow» that Tam confounded with his incomparable loye , 

kke doeth ſo great things tor my ſoul, & hegot never yet any 
thing of me worth the ſpeaking of. Sr, I charge yoy help 
meto praiſe him : It is ashame to ſpeak of what he hath done 
for me & what I doe to him again. I am ſurc, Chriſt hath 
elſe; {many drowned Dyyours in heaven befide him , & when weare 
conveened, man & angel, at the preat day in that fair laſt 
meeting , we are all bur his drowned Dyvours: It is hard to. 
ng fy who oweth him moſt: If mencould doe ne more , I wold 
ref. have them to wonder : If we cannot be filled with Chriſt's love : 
© we may be filled with wondering. Sir, I would I could pers 
ſwade you to grow ſick for Chriſt & to long after him , & be 
hant{ pained with love for himſelf; but his tongue is in heaven, who 
Fan doe it! To him & his rich graceI recommend you, LI 


hs f pray you , pray for me & forget not to praiſe. 

ure Aberd, kl Unc. I7. Tours in his ſweet Lord 
the 1637. Jeſus. $, R. 
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I MISTRESS. (144) 


FX (3 Race, mercy & peace be to you : ITlong to know how 
old | © Matters ſtand betwixt Chriſt and your ſoul: 1 know ye 
im | fade him till the longer the better: time cannot change him 
gin if hislove: ye may your ſelf ebbe & flow, riſe & fall, wax 
Set | X wane, bur your Lord isthis day as he was yeſterday : &it 
et] 5 your comfort that your ſalvation is not rolled upon 
wheels of your own making , neither have ye to doe with 

* aChriſt 
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2 Chriſt of your own shaping : God hath ſingled out a Mey; 
tor , ſtrong & mighty , if ye & your burden , were as heayy 
ten hills or hells', he is able to bear you & ſave you to the ute; 
moſt: Your often ſeeking to him cannot make you a burdeny 
him. I know , Chriſt compaſſonateth you & maketh a moanfy 
youinall your dumps, & under your downcaſtings; but it is q 
for yon that he hideth himſelf ſometimes , it is not nice nov 
neſs, norcoldneſs of love , that cauſeth Chriſt withdraw & ſlipi 
under a curtain & a vail , that ye cannot ſee him ; but he knoy: 
eth, ye could not beer - with up-ſfailes, a fair gaile, afil 
moon & a high ſpring tide of his felt love , & alwayes a fair ſun. 
mer-day & a ſummer-fun of a felt & pofleſſed & embracingLaf 
Teſus - His kiſſes & his viſits to his deareſt ones are thin ſowen; 
He could not let out his riyers of love upon his own , but the 
rivers would be in hazard to loofe a young plant at the rot; 
& be knoweth this of you : Ye should therefore friſt Chrift, 
kindneſs as to it's ſenſible and full manifeſtations , till Je &1 
and he be aboye ſun & moon : that is the countrey wher} Ivo 
yewill beenlarged for that love which'ye dow not now con-{þ ha! 
tain. Caſt thc burden of your ſweet babes upon Chriſt, «| im 
lighten your heart by laying your Al] upon him , he will bether del 
God. T hope to ſeeyouup the mountain yet, &glad in th} an 
ſalvation of God: Frame vour ſelf for Cbrift & gloom nd} toc 
upon his croſs. I finde him ſoo ſweet, that my love, ſuppoſelÞ & 
would charge it to remove from Chriſt , it would not obey me: wi 
His love hath ſtronger fingers then to let goe it's gripsof uf tho 
bairns, who cannot goe but by ſuch a hold as Chriſt, I} th: 
13 good that we want legs of our own , fince we may borronÞ & 
from Chrift : & it is our happineſs that Chriſt is under an at þ 0 
of cautionry for heaven, & that Chriſt is booked in heaven} Mt 
as the principal debter for ſuch poor bodies as we are. I requetÞ Eo 
you, givethe Laird your husband thanks for his care of me, | Lo 
that he hath appeared in publike for a priſoner of Chriſt: Ipry  & 
& write mercy & peace & bleſſings to him & his, Grace , grace Þ 5 
be w tth youtor ever, let 
Aberd. 1637, Tours in his ſweet Lord ha 


Ze ſus S, R. 
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Co 
7 Mr JOHN FERGUSHILL. 


Reverend & Doar Brother. © (1 45) 


Race , mercy & peace be to you: My longings & deſires 

for a ſight of: the new builded tabernacle of Chriſt again in 
Sotlond, that tabernacle that came dewn from heaven , hath 
now taken ſome life again,whenl ſeeChriſt making a mint to fow 
vengeance among his enemics, I care not, if thisland beripe 
for ſuch a great wonderfull mercy;butI know he muſt doe, when 
ever it is done, without hire. I finde the grief of my ſilence & my 
fear to be holden at the door of Chriſt's houſe ſwelling upon me;8& 
the truth is, were it-notthatI am dated now & then with pieces of 
Chriſt's ſweet love & comforts , I fear I should have made an ill 
browſt of this honourable croſs, that I know ſuch a ſoft & filly 
minded body as I am,is not worthy of:For I have little in me but 
foftneſs & ſuperlative & exceſſive apprehenſtons of fear & ſadneſs 
& ſorrow, & often God's terrors doe ſurround me, becauſe Chriſt 


| boketh not ſo favourably upon me, as. .a poor witneſs would 


have him : And I wonder how I have paſta year & a quarter”s 
impriſonment without shaming my ſweet Lord , towhom L 
deſire to be faithfull;z & I think I shall die but even minting & 
aiming to ſerve & honour my Lord: Fefus. Few know huw 
toom & empty I am at home; but it 15a part of Marriage-love 
& husband-love}, that my Lord Jeſus goeth not to the ſtreets 
with his chiding againſt me: It 1s but ftoln & concealed anger 
that I finde & feel, & his glooms to me are kept under roof , 
that he will not have mine enemies hearing what is betwixt me 


 & Chriſt : And beleeve me, I fay the truth tn Chriſt, the 


onely gall and wormwood in my cup , & that which hath filled 
me with fear ; hath been , leſt my ſins , that fun & moon & the 
Lord's children were never witneſs to , should have moved my 
Lord to ftrike me with dumb ſabbaths : Lord pardon my foft 
& weak jealouſies , if I be here in an error. My very dear 
Brother, I would have looked for more large & more particular 
letters from you , tor my comfort in this; for your words before 
haye ſtrengthned me: I pray you, mcnd this; & be thanktull 

and 
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& painfull while ye haye a piece or corner of the Lord”s.vineya 
to dreſs, O would to God , I could have leave to follow you ty 
break the clods ! but I wish I could command my ſoul fiiencek 
wait upon theLord. am ſure whileChriſt lives I am well enough 
friend-ſtead : I hope he will extend his Kindneſs & powerſ 
me ; but God be thanked, it is not wotſe with me then a crok 
for Chriſt & his truth. I know he might have pitched upon 
many more choiſe & worthy witneſſes , if he had pleaſed; but 
I ſeek no more [be what timber L will, ſuppoſe I were madedf 
a piece of hell} then that my Lord in his infinite aft , hew glory 
to his namie & enlargement to Chriſt's Kingdom out of me. 0 

that 1j could attain to this, to defite that my part of Chriſt might 
be laid in pledge fot the heightning of Chrit's throne in Brj 
tain! Let my Lord redeem thepledge, or , if he pleaſe, let 
it fink & drown unredeemed: But what can I addeto him? 
Or what way cat aſrhothered and born-down priſoner ſetout 
Chriſt in open market as a lovely & defireable Lord to many 
ſouls? I know he ſceth to his own glory better then my ebbe 
thoughts can dream of, & that the wheels & paces of this poor 
diſtempered Kirk are in his hands, & that things sballrolls 
Chriſt will have them : Onely , Lord tryſt the matter ſo, as 
Chriſt may be made a housholder & Lord again in Scot/and and 
wet faces for his departure , may be dried at his ſweet & much 
defired welcome-home. I ſee in all our trials, our Lord will not 
mix our wares & his grace over head through other , but hewil 
have each man to know his own, that the like of me may ſayin 
' my ſufferings , Tis is Chriſt*s grace , & this is but my conrſe ff 
this is free grace Of this is but nature and reaſon : We know 
what our legs would play us , if they should carry w 
through all our waters : and the leaft thing our Lord cat 
have of us, is, to know we aregra:e's debters , or graces dy: 
vours, & that nature is of a baſe houſe & blood , & grace is better 
born & of kin & blood to Chriſt & of a better houſe. Oh that 
I were free of that Idal that they call -y ſelf, & that Chril 
were for my ſelf; & my ſelf a decourred cipher & a denied &for- 
ſworn thing ! But that proud thing my ſe/f , will not pla 
except it ride up fide for {ide with Chriſt , or rather _ 
= place 
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ace before him; O my ſelf, another devill, as evil as the 
prince of devils , if thou could give Chriſt the way & take thine 
own room , Which is to fit as low as nothing or corruption ? 
Obut we have much need to be ranſomed & redeemed by Chrift 
fom that maſter-tyrant , that cruel & lawleſs Lord , our ſe/f] 
Nay, when I am ſeeking Chriſt & out of my ſelf, I have the third 
part of a ſquint eye upon that vain, vain thing , »y ſelf, my 
ſif, & ſomething of »2ineewn : But I muſt hold here, I deſire 
youto contribute your help , to ſee if I can be reſtored tomy 
waſted & loſt lock: I ſee not how it can be ; except the Lords 
would procure me aliberty topreach; & they havereaſon; 1. 
Becauſe the oppolers & my adverſaries have practiſed their news 
Canons upon me, whereof oneis, That no deprived Miniſter 
preach under the pain of excom munication. 2. Becauſe my op- 
poſing of theſe Canons' was a ſpecial thing that incenſed Sidſerf 
apainſt me, 3. Becauſe I was judicially accuſed for my book 
inſt the 4rminians, & commanded by the Chancellour ts 
acknowledge I had done a fault in writing againſt Dr Iackſon, 
awicked Arminian. Pray for a room in the houſe to me. Grace, 
grace be, | as it is] your portion, 


Aberd. 1637. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
Feſw. S. R. 
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% JORN STUARKY 
Proveſt of Ayr. 
Worthy Sir, (146) 


(GRace » mercy & peace be to you: I long for the time 
when I shall ſee the beauty of the Lord in his houſe,& would 


Dbeasglad of it, as of any ſight on earth , to ſee the halt , the blinde 
{&thelame, come back to Zzor: with ſupplications , Ter. 31.8, 99 
going & weeping & ſeeking the Lord. asking the way to Zion 
PU Vith their faces thitherward Jer. 50,5, 6. & toſce the woman tra- 
rlling in birth,deliyered of the man childe,ofa bleſſedRoforma- 

Ce Ine, 
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tion. If this land were humbled,I would look that our skie shoyll 
clear & our day dawn again , & yeshould then bleſs Chriſt whois 
content to ſaye your ttavel, & to give himſelf to you in pure 
ordinances on this ſide of the ſea, I know , the mercy of 
Chriſt is engaged by promiſe to S:otland, notwithſtanding he 
bring wrath, as I fas he shall, upon this land. Tam waiting 
on for enlargement , & half content that my faith bow , | 
Chriſt while he bow it, keep it unbroken; for who goeth through 
afire without a mark or a ſcald. I ſee the Lord making uſed 
this fire to ſcour his veſſels from their ruſt, Oh that my wil 
were ſilent & asa childe weaned from the breaſts ! Pfal. 120, 
But alas, who hath a heart that will give Chriſt the laſt word 
in flyting, & will hear & not ſpeak again? Oh conteſtations 
& quarrelous replies | as a ſoon ſadled ſpirit , I doe wel to be angry, 
cven to the deach, Ton. 4. 9.] Smell of the ſtink of ſtrong 


corruption ! O bleſſed ſoul that could ſacrifice his will & goe 


to heaven having loſt his wi/& made reſignation of it to Chriſt! 
IT would ſeek no more but that Chriſt were abſolute King 
over my will, & that my wil were a ſufferer inall crofles, with- 
out mceting Chrift with ſuch a word , why # it thus? Iwih 
ſill that my love had but leave to ſtand beſide beautifull Jeſus, 
& to get the mercy of looking to him & burning for him , {up- 
poſe poſſeſſion of him wcre ſuspended & friſted , till my Lord 
fold together the. leaves & two tides of the iittle shepherdstents 
of clay. Oh what pain is in longing for Chriſt under an over- 
clouded and eclipſed aſſurance! What is harder then to burn 
and dwine with longings and deaths of love , & then to hare 
blanks & uninked paper for aſſurance of Chriſt in real fruition 
or poſſeſſion ? O how ſweet were one line or half a letter 
a written aſſurance under Chriſt's own hand ! But this 
our exerciſe daily , that gruiltineſs shall overmiſt and darken 
aſſurance : It is a miracle to beleeve, but for a finner to be- 
leeve is two miracles. But O what obligations of love are we 
under to Chriſt, who beareth with our wilde apprehenfions, in 
ſuffering them to nick-name ſweet Jeſus & to put a Iye upon hi 
g00d name! If he had not been God; and if long-ſuffering in 


Chriſt were not like Chriſt himſelf , we should long agoc = 
roken 
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broken Chriſt's mercies in two pieces , & put an iron bar upon | 


our own ſalvation , that mercy should not have been able to | 


break or overleap 3 but long-ſuffering in God , is God himſelf, & 
that is our ſalvation , & the ſtability of our heaven is in God : He } 
knew (who ſaid Chriſt nm you the hope of glory. Col. 1,27. For our } 
hope & the bottom & pillars of it is Chriſt God] finners are an- | 
chor-falt & made ſtable in God: So that if God doe not change 
(which is impoſſible] then my hope shall not fluctuate. O ſweet 
ſtability of ſure-bottomed falvation ! Who could win heaven if 
this were not ? & who could be ſaved if God were not God, & 
if he were not ſuch a God as he is? O God be thanked that 
our Salyation is coaſted & landed & shored upon Chriſt, who 
is maſter of winds & ſtorms! & what ſea-winds can blow the 


coaſt or the land out of it's place? Bulwarks are often caſten 


down , but coaſts are not remoyed ; bnt ſuppoſe that were , 
or might be, yet God cannot reel nor remove. Oh that we 
goe from this ſtrong & unmoveable- Lord , & that we looſe 
our ſelyes (if it were in our power) from him ! Alas, our 
green & yy love hath not taken with Chriſt, as being un« 
acquainted with him: He is ſuch a wide & broad & deep & 
high & ſurpaſſing ſweetneſs, that our love is too little tor him $ 
But O if our love, little as it is, could take band with his great 
& huge \weetneſs and tranſcendent excellency , O thrice bleſſed 
& eternally bleſſed are they, who are out of themſelves & a= 
boye themſelves, that they may be in love united to him! I 
am often rolling up & down the thoughts of my faint & ſick de- 
fires of expreſſing Chriſt's glory before his people ; but ſee not 
through the through of impediments, & cannot finde eyes to look 
higher, and ſo I put many things in Chrift's way to hinder 


him, that I know he would but laugh at , & with one ſtride ſer 
-Þ Lis foot over them all, I know not if my Lord will bring me 


to his ſanctuary or not; but I know he hath the placing of me 
either within or without the houſe , & that nothing will be done 
without him : Bur I am often thinking & ſaying within my ſelf, 
that my dayes flee away , and I ſee no good, neither yet Chriſt's 
work thriving ; and it is like the grave $hall preyent the anl. 
ver of my deſires of ſaying fouls as I would', But algs I cannot 
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make right work of his wayes, I nelther ſpell nor read my 
Lord's providence aright: My thoughts goe a way , that 1 fear 


they meet not God; for it js like God will not come the way 


of my thoughts: & I cannot be taught to crucifie to him my 
wisdom & deſires, & to make him King over my thoughts; 


for I would have a Princedom oyer my thoughts & wonld bold- | 


ly & blindly preſcribe tu God, & guide my felfin a way ofm 
own making : But I hold my peace here, let him doe his wi 
Grace , grace be with you, 


Averd. 1637. Yuurs in his ſweetef? Lord 
| and Maſter, S.R. 


—— 
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To CARSLU T H. 
Mauch honouyed Sir. (147) 


| | Long to hear how your ſoul proſpereth. I earneſtly defire you | 


totry how matters ſtand between your ſoul & the Lord: think 

it no eaſy matter to take heaven by violence: Salyation cometh 
now to the moſt part of men in a night dream : there is no 
ſcarcity of faith now, ſach as it is; for yeshall not now light 
upon the man , who will not ſay he hath faith in Chriſt : But 
alas! dreams make no man's rights. Worthy Sir , I beſeech you 
in the Lord , give your ſoul no reſt till ye have reall aſſurance & 
ChriQt's rights confirmed & ſealed to your foul ; The come 
mon faith & countrey-holineſs & week-day's zeal that is among 
people, will never bring men to heaven - Take pains for your 
falvation , for in that day when ye $hall ſee many mens labours 
& conqueſts & idol-rlches lying in ashes, when the earth & all 
the works thereof shall be burnt with fire, O how dear a price 
would your ſoul give tor God's favour in Chriſt ! It isa bleſſed 
thing to ſeek Chriſt with up-ſun , & to read over your papers & 
ſoul-accounts with fair day-light : It will not be timeto cry for 
a lamp when the Bridegroom is entred into bis chamber & the 
door shut, Fy , fy upon blinded & baſe fouls who are com- 
: DO A INOOE vo 255 al 
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mitting whoredom with this idol-clay& hunting a poor wretchs 
ed hungry heaven , a hungry break-faſt , a day's meat , from this 
hungry world, with the forfeiting of God's fayour& the drinking 
over 4 tr heaven over the board | as men uſe to ſpeak] for the | 
laughrer & ſports of this short forenoon ! All that is under this 
yault of heaven & betwixt us &death,&in this ſide of ſun &moon, | 
are but toyes , night-viſfions, head-fancies, poor shadows, watery | 
froth, godleſs vanities at their beſt,& black hearts & ſalt & ſowre | 
miſeries ſugared over &confetted with an hour's laughter or two | 
& the conceit of riches , honour, vain , vain Court & lawleſs plea- | 
ſures. Sir , if yelook both to the laughing ſide & the weeping ſide | 


| ofthis world , & if ye look not onely upon the skin and colour of | 
| things, but into their inwards & the heart of their excellency , | 


ye shall ſee that one look of Chriſt's ſweet & lovely eye , one 
Kiſs of his faireſt face, is worth ten thouſand worlds of ſuch rot= 
ten ſtuff as the foolish ſons of men ſet their heart upon Oh 
Sir, turn , turn your heart to the other fide of things, & get 


| Inonce free of theſe entanglements, to conſider Eternity , Death, 
| theclay-bed the Grave, awſom Judgement, everlaſting burg= | 


ing quick in Hell, where Death would give as great a price [if | 
there were a Market where Death might be boug ht & ſold] asall | 
the world. Conſider heaven & glory : But alas, why ſpeak } 
I ot confidering theſe things which have not entered into | 
the heart of man to conſider? Look into theſe depths [without | 
abottom] of lovelineſs, ſweetneſs, beauty, excellency, glory } 
goodneſs , grace & mercy that are in Chriſt, & yeshall then cry | 
down the whole world & all the glory of it , even when it is | 
come to the ſummer-bloom , & ye chal cry up with Chriſt, up. | 
with Chrift's father , up with eternity of glory. Sr, there isa__|} 
great deal leſs ſand in your glaſs then when I ſaw you, & your | 


afternoon is nearer even-tide now then it was. As a flood carried 


back to the ſea , ſo doth the Lord's ſwitt poſt , Time, carry you & | 
your life with wings to the grave: Ye cat & drink,but Time ſtand= | 
eth not ſtill; ye laugh, but your day fleeth away, ye,ſleep,but your 
hoursare reckoned & put by hand. O how ſoon will Time shut 
you out of the poor & cold & hungry Innes of this life! & then 
what will yeſterday's short-born pleaſures doe to you , but be 
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2s a ſnow-ball melted away many years fince , or worſe; for the 
memorie of theſe pleaſurs uſeth to fill the ſoul with bitterneſſe: 
Time & experience. will prove thisto be true , & dying men, 
it they could ſpeak, would make this good: Lay no moreon, 
the creatures then they are able.to carry: Lay your ſoul and 
_ weights upon. God : Make him your onely , onely beſt 
eloved : Your errand to this life is to make ſure an eternity 

of glory to your ſoul, & to match your ſoul with Chriſt : your 
love, if it were more then all the love. of Angels in one, is 
| Chriſt's due : Other things. worthy in themſelyes , in 
reſpe&t of Chriſt are not worth a windelſtraw ,. or a drink 
of cold water. I doubt not but in death ye will ſee all things 
more diftin&ly , and that then the world shall bear no more 
bulke then it is worth, & that then it shall couche & be contracted 
into nothing, & yesball ſee Chriſt longer, higher , broader& 
deeper then ever he was. O bleſſed conquelt to loſe all things 
& to gain Chriſt ! I know not what ye have if ye want Chriſt: 
Alas, how poor is your gain if the earth were all yours 1n free 
heritage, holding it of no man of clay , it Chriſt be not yours? 
O ſeck all midfcs , lay all oars in the water , put forth all your 

| power, & bend all your endeayours to put away & part with 
| all things, that ye may gain & enjoy Chrilt , try & ſearch his 
| word,& ſtrive to goe a ſtep aboye & beyond ordinary profeſlours, 
| &reſolye to ſweat more & run faſter then they doe for Salvation: 
| mens mid-way, cold and wiſe courſes in godlineſs, and their 
| neighbour-like cold & wiſe pace to heaven , will cauſe many 
| a man want his lodging at night & lie in the fields I recom» 
mend Chriſt & his love to your ſecking, & your ſelf to the 
| tender mercy & rich grace of our Lord. Remember my love 
in Chrift to your wife ; I deſire her to learn to make her ſouls 
anchor faſt upon Chriſt himſelf: Few are ſaved Let her con- 
ſider what joy the ſmiles of God in Chriſt will be, & what the 
love-kiſſes of ſweet, ſweet Jelus, & a welcome home to the new 
Teruſalem from Chriſt's own mouth , will be to her ſoul; when 
Chriſt shall fold together the clay tent of her body and lay it by 
| his hand for atime , till the fair morning of the generall reſur- 
rein, 1 avouch before God , man and Angel , that I have 
act 
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not ſeen , nor can imagine a loyer to be comparable to lovely 

eſus; I would not exchange or niffer him with ten heavens 
f heaven could be without him , what could we doe there, 
Grace , grace be with you, 


Aberd. 1637. Tour ſoul"; eternal well- 
wisher, S. R. 


CASSINCARREM 


Much honoured Sir, (148) 


Race , mercy and peace be to you: I have been toolong 

in writing to you I am confident ye have learned to prize 
Chriſt & his love & favour more then ordinary profeflours, who 
ſcarce ſee Chriſt with halfaneye, becauſe their fight is taken 
up with eying & liking the beauty of this over-guilded 
world that promiſeth fair to all is lovers, but in the 
push of a trial when need is, can give nothing but a fair beguile, 
I know ye are not Ignorant that men come not to this world as 
ſome doe to a market , to ſce aud be ſeen, or as fome/ 
come to behold a May-game , and onely to behold and to 
ove home again : Ye came hither to treat with God & to tryſt 
with him in his Chriſt,for ſalvation to your ſoul, & to ſeek recon- 
clation with an angry and wrathfull God ina covenant of 
peace made to you in Chriſt, & this is more then an ordinary 
port or the play that the greateſt part of the world give their 
heart unto : And therefore, Worthy Sir, I pray you by the 
alvation of your ſoul and by the mercy of God & your com- 
pearence before Chriſt, doe this in ſad earneſt; & let not ſalvati. 
on be your by-work or your holy-day's task onely, or a work 
by the way : For men think that this may be done in three 
Gayes ſpace on a feather-bed , when death & they ave fallen in 
lands together , and that with a word or two they shall make 
their ſoul-matters right : Alas, this is to fit looſe and unſure 
In the matters of our ſalvation : Nay , the ſeeking of this world 
& theglory of it, is butan odde & by-errand that we may lip, 
being we make ſalvation ſure; Oh when will men luarn - 
T 4 5 
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be that heavenly wiſe as to divorce from & free their ſoul of x 
Idol-lovers, and make Chriſt the onely onely One, and trims 
make ready their lamps while they have time and day! How ſoy 
will this houſe skail and the Innes where the poor ſoul lodpeth 
fall to the earth! How ſoon will ſome few years paſs away, & 
then when the day is ended & this life's leaſe expired , what hays 
men of world's glory , but dreams & thoughts ? O how ble: 
ſed a thing is it to labour for Chriſt & to make him ſure ! Know 
and try in time your holding of him and the rights and charter 
of heaven, and upon what terms ye have Chriſt and the Gof. 
_ , and what Chriſt is worth in your eſtimation , and hoy 
ightly ye eſteem of other things and how dearly of Chriſt! | 
am ſure if ye ſee him in his beauty and glory , ye shall ſee him 
to be all things, and that incomparable jewel of gold thatye 
Should ſeek, howbeit ye should ſell , wod-ſet & forfeit your few 
years portion of this life*s jſoyes. O happy ſoul tor evermore who 
_ canrightly compare this life with that long-laſting life to come, 
& can ballance the weighty glory of the one, with the light gold. 
en vanity of the other ! The day of the Lord is now near hand, & 
all men $shall come out in their black's & white's as they are: 
There shall be no borrowed lying colours in that'day, when 
Chriſt shall be called Chriſt & no longer nicknamed : now men 
borrow Chriſt & his white colour & the luſtre & fairding of Chri- 
ſtianity ; but how many counterfeit masks will be burnt inthe 
day of God, in the fire , that shall burn the earth & the works that 
are init: And howbeit Chriſt have the hardeff part of it now, yet 
in the preſence of my Lord whom I ſerve in the ſpirit, I would 
not niffer or exchange Chriſt's priſon, bands & chains, with 
the gold chains & Lordly rents , & ſmiling & happy-like heavens 
of the men of this world, Iam far from thoughts of repenting 
becauſe of my loſſes & bonds tor Chriſt , I wish all my adverſaries 
were as I am except my bonds, Worthy , worthy , worthy for 
evermore is Chriſt, for whom we $should ſuffer pains like hell's 


o f 


pains far more the short hell that the ſaints of God have inthis Not 
life. Sir, Iwish your ſoul may be more acquainted with the | frm 


ſweetneſs of Chriſt, Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd. 1637 Yours in hus onely Lord & Maſter , $. ao 
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f : / | 
- To his Parshoners at Anwoth. 
do 

nth Dearly beloved in our Lord. (149) 

\& 


aye (Gas mercy & peace from God our father & from our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt be multiplied upon you : Llong exceed- 
now ff ingly to hear of your on-going & advancement in your journey 
ters || tothe Kingdom of Gods My onely joy out of heaven is , to hear 
Gol. £ that the ſeed of God ſowen among you is growing & coming to 
ow |} an harveſt ; for I ceaſed not while I was among you , in ſeaſon 
! I I & out of ſeaſon [according to the meaſure of grace given unto 
him me] to warn & ſtir up your mindes , & I am free from the blood 
tyeÞ of all men, for I have communicated to you the whole counſel 
few] of God: And I now again charge & warn you in the great & 
who I dreadfull name , and in the ſoveraign authority of the King 
ne, | of Kings and Lord of Lords; and I beſeech you alſo by the 
old. ©} mercies of God , and by the bowels of Chriſt, by your ap= 
|, & | pearance before Chriſt Jeſus our Lord , by all the plagues that 
are: | are writen in God*s book , by your part of the holy city , the new 
hen £ Jeruſalem , that ye keep the wrath of God as1 delivered it te 
men | you , before many witneſſes , in the ſight of God and his holy 
hri- Þ Angels ; for now the laſt dayes are come & coming when many 
the | forfake Chriſt Jeſus, & he ſaith to you , w.l/ye alſo leave me? Re- 
that | member that I forewarned you to forbear the dis honouring of the 
Lord”s bleſſed name, in ſwearing , blaspheming , curſing, And 
the profazing of the Lord's ſabbath ; willing you to give that 
dy from morning to night to praying , praiſing , hearing 
the word , conferring , and ſpeaking not your own words 
kt God's word , thinking and meditating on God's nature, 
word and works ; And that every day at morniug and at night 
[4 leaſt ] ye Should ſanfifie the Lord by praying in your houſe 
ell's  & publickly in the hearing of all . that ye shoul4 in any 


this ſort forbear the receiving of the Lord's ſupper , but after the © 


the form that I delivered it to you, according tothe example of Chriſt 

wr Lord, that is , that ye Should (it as banquetters, at one table 
. Ivith our King, & cat & drink , & devide the elements one 
I : #4 4® 


ER 


to another; 'The timber & ſtones of the church walls shall begs (Cl 
witneſs that my ſoul was refreshed wirh the comforts of Godin 
that ſupper; and that croſſing in haptiſine was unlawfull 114 
againſt Chriſt's ordinances; And that no day [ beſides the ſq. 
bath which is of his own appointment] should be kept holy , ang 
ſanctified with preaching & the publick worship of God for the þ 
memory of Chriſt's birth , death, reſurre&ion & aſcenſion; 


ſeeing ſuch dayes ſo obſerved are unlawfull , will-worship, and (oo: 


not warranted in Chriſt's word; And that every thing m Got 
worship or warranted by Chrift's Teflament &- word , was unlay. 
Jul. Andalſo , that Idolatry, wors hipping of God before halluued Þ 
creatures, Q& adoring of Chriſt by kneeling before bread & winewy 
unlawfull; And that ye Should be humble , ſober , modeſt, for 
beariug pride, envy, malice: wrath, hatred, contenciou, de 
bate, lying, flandering, ſtealing, & defrauding your neighbonrs 
n graſs , corn or cattell , in buying or ſelling , borrowing or lending , 
taking or giving , in bargains or covenants; And that ye should 
work with your own hanas , & be content with that which God hath 
given you : That ye should ſindic to know God & his will, and 


keep in mmae the dotrine of the Catechiſme which I tanght you care. | 


fully, and fpeak of it in your houſes and in the fields, wheuye lt 
aown at night , and when yeriſe in the morning : That ye should 
beleeve in the Sou of God and obey bis cemmandments , and learn i 
to make your accounts in tine with your judge, becauſe death 
& judgement are before you : And if ye have now penury | 
and want of that word which I delivered to you in abuns 
' dance : yea ſto God*s honour I ſpeak it , without arrogating 
any thing to my ſelf, whoam but a poor empty man ] ye had as Þ 
much of the word in nine years while I was among you, as fo. 
me others have had in many. Mourn for your loſs of time & re- 


pent: My ſoul pitieth you that ye should ſuck dry breaſts, & F | 


be put to draw at dry wells. O that ye would eſteem highly of 

the lamp of God, your welbeloyed Chriſt Jeſus , whole ver- | 
tuesand praiſes I preached unto you with joy , & which he did 
countenance & accompany with ſome power; and that ye 
would call to minde the many fair dayes and glorious fealts 


in our Lord's houſe of wine, that ye and I have w_— 
ri 
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hriſt Jeſus ! But if there be any among you that takeliberty 
o fin, becauſe I am remoyed from amongſt you , and forget 
at word of truth which ye heard, and turn the grace of God in- 
o wantoneſs; I here under my hand in the name of Chriſt my 
ord, write to ſuch perſons aff the plagues of God & the cnrſes that 


wer 1 preached in the. pulpit of 4nwoth againſt the children of 


iſobedience : And as the Lord liveth the Lord Jeſus shall make 


ood what I write unto yous Therefore , D-arly beloved, ful- 


il my joy : Fear the great and dreadfull name ofthe Lord : 
xk God with me , Scotland's judgement flecpeth not, awake 


& repent: the ſword of the Lord shall goe from the North to 


he South , from the Eaſt to the Weſt and through all the 
orners of the land , and that ſword shall be drunk with 


« Four blood amongſt the firſt; & I $hall ſtand up as wit- 


jeſs againſt you , if ye doe not amend your wayes. and 
our doings , and turn to the Lord , with all your heart ; I be- 
ech you alſo my belowed in the Lord , my joy & my Crown , oftend 
ot at the ſufferings of me , the priſoner of Jeſus Chriſt; I am 


illed with joy and with rhe comforts of God : upon my ſal- 
- Fation I know & am perſwaded it is for God's Truth and the 


onour of my King & Royall Prince ſefus I now ſuffer : and 
owbeit this town be my priſon, yet Chriſt hath made it my pa- - 
ce, 4 garden of pleaſures, a field & orchard of delights : I 
gow likewiſe albeit I be in bonds, that yet the word of God 
not in bonds, my ſpirit alſo isin free ward: Sweet, ſweet 


Fare his comforts been to my ſoul; my pen , tongue and heart 


aye not words to expreſs the kindneſs, love & mercy of my 
jelbeloyed to me in this houſe of my pilgrimage. I charge 


Fou to fear & love Chriſt, & to ſeek a houſe not made with 


lands , but your father's houſe above: This laughing and 
yhite sKinned world beguileth you; & if ye ſeek it more then 
0d, itshall play you a ſlip , to the endleſs ſorrow of yonr heart ; 
\ls, 1 could not make many of you fall in love with Chriſt, 
owbcit I endeavoured to ſpeak much good of him , & to com- 
mend him to you | which as it was your fin, ſo it is my ſorrow] 
ſ& once again ſuffer me to exhort , beſeech & obteſt you in the 
ard, to think of his loye & to be delighted with him , who 
1g 
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xs altogether lovely : I give you the word ofa King yechall 
Tepent it : yeare In my prayers night & day , I cannot for? 
you : Idoenoteat, Idoenot drink, but I pray for youall; #* 
entreat you all & every one of you to pray for me, je 
gracebe with you. uy 
Aberd. Scpt. 23. Your lawfall & loving 
1636. Paſtor, S. R. _ 
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To the Lady CARDONNESS. | 


MISTRE SS. (150) | | ro 
P Befeech you in the Lord Jeſus make every day more & men 


of Chriſt , & try your growth in the grace of God, & whatn 
ground ye win daily on corruption ; for travellers are daybjt*": 
day cither advancing further on , & neater home, elſe the 
ns not right about to compals their journey - I think till,” 

er & better of Chriſt : Alas I know not where to ſet hin, iff 

would ſo fain have him high ! Icannot ſet heavens above heaſfic”" 
ens till I were tired with numbering, & ſet him upon t! 
highet ſtep & ſtory of the higheſt of them all: But Iwih ow 
could make him great through the world, ſuppoſe my loſs & pay”, 
& shame were ſet under the ſoles of his feet , that he might ſtu; 
upon me. I requeſt you faint not becauſe this world & year! fory 
gea & uay, & becauſe this is not a home that laugheth upon 7 rl 
The wiſe Lord who knoweth you will have it ſo, becau | 
caſteth a net for your love to catch it & gather it in to hin 
ſelf; therefore bear patiently the loſs of children and by 
dens and other diſcontentments either within or without tit md 
houſe: YourLord in them is ſeeking you , and ſeek yelim Sa 
Let none be your love & choice, & the flower of your delighif 
but your Lord Jeſus: Set not your heart upon the world 
fince God hath not made it your portion ; for it will not 
you to get two portions, and to laugh twice, and tobe kev] 
py twice, and to have an. upper-heaven and an under-hety P 
en too: Chriſt our Lord & his ſaints were not ſo; & = 
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ll let goe your grip of this life & of the good thing# oft: 1 
\ all Wope your heaven groweth not hereaway: Learn daily both ta 
G 1 bifcs & miſs Chriſt in. bis ſecret bridegroom-ſmiles; He muſt 
"Doe & come becauſe his infinite wiſdom thinketh it beſt for _ : 
wewill be together one day : Weshall not need to borrow light 
Co mm ſun , moon or candle; There shall be no complaints on 
Þither fide in heaven: There shall be none there but He & we, 
[he bridegroom & the bride ; Devils, temptations, trials, de- 
\  Wertions, loſſes, ſad hearts, pain & death $hall all be put out of 
ly, &the Devil muſt give up his office of Tempting : O bleſſed 
s the foul whoſe hope hath a face looking ſtraight out to that 
Ky! It is not ourpart to makeatreaſure here : Any thing un= 
- erthe covering of heaven we can build upon, is but ill ground, 
*  aſandy foundation Every good thing except God wanteth a 
1 Wottom , & cannot ſtand it's alone ; how then can it bear the 


- — kno all created power should fink under me, if I shouldlean 
{down upon it ; & therefore it is better to reſt on God then 


Mink or fall ; & we weak ſouls muſt have a bottom & _ 5 


- 1 Wor we cannot ſtand our alone: let us then be wiſe in our choice,& 
 Mchuſe & waile our own bleſſedneſs, which is to truſt in the Lord 2 
&.,MWEach one of us hath a whore & idol beſides our husband Chriſt - 
ara but It 1s our folly to divide our narrow & little love: It will not 
cf ferve two, beſt then hold it whole & together,& give it to Chriſt; 
For then we get double intereſt for our love , when welend itto , 
"I& lay it out upon Chriſt, & we are ſure beſides, that the ſtock 
cannot perich, Now , I can ſay no more, remember me : L 
Y have God's right to that people; howbeit by the violencc of men, 
ſronget then I, I am banished from you & chaſed away : The 
-h11-0d give you mercy in the day of Chriſt : It may be God 
1} dear my sky again ; howbeit there is ſmall appearance of my de- 
hrerance: But let him doe with me whar ſeemeth good in his 
pl wn eyes: I amhis clay, let my potter frame & fashion me as 
he Kepleaſeth. Grace be with you , 
« Aberd, 1637, Your lawfull & loving 
tor | Paſter, S. R. 
: Tv 
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MISTRESS. (151) 


CG Race, mercy & peace be to you: I can bear witneſ 
my bonds that Chrift js ſtill the longor the better, & wh - 
worſe, yea; inconceiyably better then he is, or can be calle 
I think it half an heaven to have my fill of the ſmell of hi 
ſweet breath, & to ſleep in the arms of Chrift my Lord wit 
his left hand under my head , & his right hand embracing ne: 
There is no great reckoning to be made of the withering of ny 
flower, in compariſon of the foul & manifeſt wrongs done 
to Chriſt: Nay , let never the dew of God lie upon n $ 
branches again , let the bloom fall from my joy and |! 
it wither , let the Almighty blow out my candle ; ſobeingper 
the Lord might .be great among Jews & Gentiles , aſſthat 
his oppreſſed church delivered : Let. Chriſt fare well, ſuppokſiyeb 
I should eat ashes: I know he mnſt be ſweet. himſelf, whaſven: 
his croſs is ſoſweet: Anditis the part of us all , if we marre{you 
Himſelf, to marrie the crofes, loſſes, & reproaches alſo thyſſcul 
follow him ; for mercy followeth Chriſt's croſs : His priſaſſſhon: 
for beauty. is made of marble & ivory , his chains that afe ladare ! 
on his priſoner are golden chains, & the fighes of the priſonesſſto it 
of hope are perfumed with comforts , the like whereof canntwor! 
be bred or found in this fide of ſun & moon : Follow on afte 
his love, tire not of Chriſt; but come in and ſee his beauty &Nc 
excellency , & feed your ſoul upon Chriſt's ſweetneſs; Thiſſfe : 
world is not yours , neither weuld I have your heaven madedſnt | 
ſuch mettall as mire &' clay: Ye have the choice & wailed& fa 
all lovers in heaven or out :of heaven when ye haye Chriſt: the) 
onely delight of God his father: Climb up the mountain witi ſatu 
Joy &:faint not; fortime will cut off the men. who pnriveFupon 
Chriſt's followers: Our beſt things here have a worm in then ſad. 
Our joyes beſides God,in the inner half are but woes & ſorrows jd | 
Chriſt: Chriſt is that-which our love and defires can fleyÞ 
"ſweetly & reſt ſafely upon, Now, the very God - pu 
EITavill 
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efablich you in Chriſt 2 Help a priſoner with your pray- 
ers, and entreat that our Lord would be pleaſed to viſite me 
with a ſight of his beauty in his houſe, as he hath ſometimes 
Y tone. Grace, be with you. | 


Aberd. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord 
Feſus. S. R. 


& ul —— — - & 
” To the Laird of 
ba ELLTL VT 


- Worthy Sir, (1 5 2) 


1 nj} (O Race , mercy & peace be to you 2 I haye been too long 
id lf VI confeſs in writing to you. My ſute now to you in pa- 
beingſiper [ſince I have ne acceſs to ſpeak to you as formerly] is, 
 an{ſythat ye would lay the foundation ſure in your youth : When 
ppokſſye begin to ſeek Chriſt , try I pray you upon what terms ye co- 
whaſvenant to follow him , and lay your accounts what it may coſt 
arreſſiyou ; that ſummer nor winter , nor well nor woe , may not 
| thſcauſe you change your maſter, Chriſt : Keep fair to him & be 
riſaſſboneſt and faithfull that he finde not a crack in you : Surely ye 

\ laifare now in the throng of temptations : When youth is come 
onexſſto it's faireſt bloom , then the Devil & the luſts of a deceiving 

nneworld & fin are upon horſe-back and follow with up fails : It 
afterſithis were not , Paul needed not to have written to a ſanRified 
ay &I& holy youth 7imetby | a faithfull preacher of the Goſpel J} 
Thi the luſts of youth. Give Chriſt your virgin-loye , ye can- 

dedQnot put yoyr love & heart in a better hand, Oifye knew him 

iledJJ& faw his beauty ! Your love , your liking , your heart , 
; theYyour deſires would cloſe with him & cleave to him. Love by" 
witt nature when it ſeeth , cannot but caſt out it's ſpirit and ſtrength 

arſueFipon amiable objes & good things & things love-worthy : 

hen Jad what fairer thing then Chriſt? O fair ſun and fair moon 

wes ad fair ſtars, and fair flowers and fair roſes and lilies, and 
fley ur creatures; but © ten thouſand thouſand times fairer Lord 
eace NF. Jeſus! 


la 
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Jefus ! Alas, I wronged him in making the compariſon thi 
way ! O black ſun & moon, but O fair Lord Jeſus! Oblag 
flowers & black lilies & roſes, but O fair, fair , ever fair Lor{ff it 
Jeſus! O all fair things, black & deformed without beauy,ſſ at 
when ye are befide thar faireſt Lord Jeſus ! O black heaven , bu &: 
O fair Chriſt! © black angels, but O ſurpaſlingly fair Lorſſ ſn: 
ew I would ſeek no more to make me happy for evermore, ſ| ſus 
ut athrough & clear ſight of the beauty of Jeſus my Lord: Leaf do 
my eyes enjoy his fairneſs & ſtare him for ever in the face, &[P in! 
have all that can be wished. Get Chriſt rather then Gold or filye, 
ſeek Chriſt howbeit ye should loſe all things for him ; They take 
their matks by the moon & look aſquint in looki ng to fair Chriſ, 
who reſolve for the world & their eaſe, & for their honour &cour 
& credit,or for fear of loſſes & a ſore skin that they will turn thei 
back upon Chriſt & his truth. Alas, how many blinde es 
& ſquint lookers look this day in Scotland upon Chriſt's beauty, 
& they ſee a ſpot in Chriſt's fair face ! Alas , they are nc 
worthy of Chriſt who look this way upon him, & ſee no beauy 
in him why they should deſire him ! God ſend me my fill of 
beauty , if it be poſſible that my ſoul can be full of his beau 
here: But much of Chriſt's beauty needeth not abate the cap 
er appetite of a ſoul | ſick of love for himſelf] ro ſee him1n the 
other world , where he is ſeenas heis. Iam glad with all m 
heart that ye have given your greeneſt morning age to this Lord 
Jeſus - Hold on & weary not, faint not, reſolve upon ſuffer 
ing for Chriſt, but fear not ten dayes tribulatlon , for Chrilf! 
ſowre croſs is ſugared with comforts & hath a taſte of Chril 
himſelf. I eſteem it my glory , my joy & my crown , & I ble 
him for this honour , to be yoked with Chriſt & married with 
him in ſuffering , who therefore was born & therefore came int 
the world that he might bear witneſs to the truth. Take pain the] 
aboye all things for falyation , for without running , fightingY the 
ſweating , wreſtling , heaven is not taken. O happy fouJChr 
that croſſeth nature's ſtomack , & delighteth to gain that twſlove 
garland & crown of glory! What a feckleſs loſs is it for youtlf& c 
goe through this wilderneſs & never taſte of ſin's ſugared pleyyplay 
ſures ! What poorer is a ſoul te want pride , luſt , love Qoto 


[| 
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the world & the vanities of this vain & worthleſs world ! Nature 
hath no cauſe to weep at the want of ſuch toyes as theſe. Eſteem 
Loriff it your gain to bean heir of glory, O but that isan eye-look to 
aut, afair rent : The very hope of heayen under troubles , is like wind 
\ buf &Gils tothe ſoul, & like wings when the feet come out of the 
Lord ſnare, O for what ſtay we here! Up » UP> after our Lord Je- 
ore, | fus, this is not our reſt nor our dwelling : What have we to 
| Le doe in this priſon , except onely to take meat & houſe-room 
| &[Þ initfor a time? Grace , grace be with you. 


Uver, Aberd. 1637. Tour ſoul's welwisher & Chriſte 
| priſoner, S. R. 


kl, WILLIAM GORD ON. 
my | At Kenmure. 


_ Dear Brother. (153) 
eau (Ghaec , mercy & peace be to you : TI haye been long in an- 
ſwering your letter, which came in good time to me. It 
n the} ismy aim & hearty defire that my furnace, which is ofthe Lord's 
Ul my kindling ; may ſparkle fire upon ſtanders by , tothe warming 
Lordh of their hearts with God*s love. The very duſt that falleth from. 
ufferÞ Chriſt's feet , his old ragged clothes , his knotty & black croſs, is 
hn ſweeter to me then Kings golden crowns & their time-ecaten plea- 
C RN ſures: I should be a liar & falſe witneſs , if I should not give my 
[ ble Lord Jeſus a fair teſtimonial with my whole ſoul: my word 
| wit know will not heighten him , he needeth not ſuch props under 
e 100 hisfeet to raiſe his glory high : But Oh thar I could raiſe him 
; panFſthe height of heaven & the breadth & length of ten heavens in 
= the eſtimation of all his young lovers ! for we have all shapen 
AF Chriſt but too narrow & too short , & formed conceptions of [is 
at ulJ love in our conceit very unworthy of it. Oh that men were taken 
routg& catched wiih his beauty & fairneſs! They would giveover 
pl E playing with idols, in which there is not half room for the love 
ve of one {ou} to exſpatiat it ſelf, & _— love is but heart-hungered 
t V wy 
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in gnawing upon bare bones & ſucking at dry breaſts : Tt is wdl 
wared they want who will not come to him who hath aworl 
of love & goodneſs & bounty for all. we ſeek to thawe ou If 8ha 
frozen hearts at the cold ſmohe of the short-timed creature, x | the 
our ſouls gathcr neither heat nor life nor light , for theſe ca. iþ the 
not give to us what they have not in themſelves. Oh thatwe | & | 
could thruft in through theſe thorns & this throng ot battard, | tha 
Jovers , & be ravished & ſick of love for Chriſt! We $shoultÞ & 
finde ſome footing & ſome room &ſ{weet eaſe for our totteringk | Pat 
witleſs ſouls in our Lord, I wish it were in my power £ to. 
this day , to cry down all love but the love of Chriſt & tocy | on: 
down all Gods but Chriſt, all Saviours but Chriſt , all welbe Þ ing 
loveds but Chritt , & all foul-ſuters , all love-b<ggers but doi 
Chriſt. Ye complain that ye want a mark of the ſound watk jþ the 
of grace & love in your ſoul. For anſwer, conſider for your Þ inf 
ſatiſfaction (till God ſend more) 1. Joh, 3: 14. And as fr go 
your complaint of Deadneſs & Doubtings , Chriſt I hopewil Þ& 1 
take your deadnefs & you together , They are bodies full « þ car 
holes , running boils, & broken bones that need mending , ha Þþ feet 
Chriſt the Phylician taketh up - whole veſſels are not tor the MeÞþ bet 
diator Chritt's art : Publicans, ſinners, whores, harlots, are readyſtrul 
market-wares for Chriſt; The onely thing that will bring ſinnenÞÞa f 
within a caſt of Chritt*s drawing arm , 1s, that which ye write} b 
of, ſome feeling of death & Sin that bringeth forth complaints: 
& therefore out of ſenſe complain more, & be more acquaint Þ Wl 
with all the cramps , ftitches & ſoul-ſwoonings that trouble] 

you: The more pain & the more night-watching & the me 

fevers, the better : A ſoul bleeding to death till Chriſt were — 
ſent for & cried for in all haſte to come & ſtem the blood & clokÞ 
up the hole in the wound , with his own hand & balm, wereaft - 
very good diſeaſe when many are dying ofa whole heart, We} 

have all too little of hell-pain & terrours that way : Nay , Golf 

ſend me ſuch a hell asChriſt hath promiſed to make a heaven out ( 
of. Alas, I am not come that far on in the way as to ſay inf 

{ad carneſt, Lord Teſus, great: & ſoveraign Phiſician , here 1s «01 
prined patent for thee. But the thing that we miſtake , is the want pea 


of viffory , we hold that to be the mark of one that kath no prac . ”» 
E $22 ay 1 G 
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Nay, I fay , the want of fighting were a mark of no grace , but L 
hall not ſay , the want of wvifory is ſuch a mark, If my fire & 
the Devil's water make crackling like thunder in theair , Iam 


| the leſs feared ; for where there 1s fire , it is Chriſt's part that I lay 


& binde upon him to keep in the coal, and to pray the father 


| that my faith fail not, if I in the mean time be wreſtling 
| & doing and ſighing and mourning : For prayer putteth not 


Paul's devil [the prick in the flesh & the meſſenger of Satan] 
to the door at firſt , but our Lord will haye them trying every 
one another and let Panifend himſelf by God*s help, God keep= 


ing the ſtakes & moderating the play : And ye doe well not to 


doubt if the ground-ſtone be ſure , but to try if it beſo, for 


| there is great ods between doubting that we have grace & fry- 


ing if we have grace , the former may be ſin , but the latter is 
good, We are but looſe in trying our free- holding of Chriſt 
& making ſure work of Chriſt : Holy fear is a ſearching the 
camp that there be no enemy within our boſom to betray us,& a 


| ſeeing that all be faſt & ſure : For I ſee many lecking veſlels fair 
| before the wind , & profeſſours who take their conyerſion upon 
truſt, & they goe on ſecurely & ſee not to the under-water till 


a ſtorm fink them: Each man had need twice a day & oftner , 


toberyped & ſearched with candles, pray for me that the Lord 
:E would give me houſe room again to hold a candle to this dark 
World. Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Tours in hu ſweet Lord 
& Maſter 3: S. R. 


es 


T7 MARGARET FULLERTON. 


MISFRESS (154) 


(3 ace » mercy & peace be to you 2 I am glad that 


ever ye did caſt your love on Chrift , faſten more and 
more loye every day upon him. O if I had ariver of love, a 
ia of love that would never goe dry , to beſtow upon 
um ! But alas the pity , Chriſt hath beauty for me , but 
| aye not loye tor him, O what mw is it to ſee Chriſt - 
Y 2 1$ 
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his beauty , & then to want a heart & love for him ! But ſee; 
want we muſt , tit] Chriſt lend us, never to be payed again, 
© that he would empty theſe vaults and lower houſes of theſs 
poor ſouls , of theſe baſtard and baſe lovers which we follow! 
And verily I ſee no objedt in heaven or in earth that I could 
ware this much of love upon that I have , but upon Chriſt, 
Alas that clay and time and shadows run away with our 
love, which is ill ſpent upon any but upon Chrit - each fool 
at the day of judgement $hall ſeek back his love from the 
creatures , When he $hall ſee them all in a fair fire, but they 
Shall prove itreſponſall debters: And therefore beſt here look 
ere we leap, and look ere we love. I finde now under his 
croſs that -F would fain give him more then I have to give 
him , if giving were in my powers But I rather wish him 
my heart then{give him it , except he take it and put him 
Felf in poſſeſſion of it [for I hope he hath a market- right to 
me, fince he hath ranſomed me} I ſee not how Chriſt ca 
have me. O that he would be pleaſed to be more homely 
with my ſouls love, and ro come in to my foul and take 
his own ! But when he goeth away & hideth himſelf, all 
to me that I had of Chriſt, as if it had fallen in the ſe 
bottom. Oh that I should be fo fickle in my love, as tolore 
Chriſt onely by the eyes and the noes! ' That is, to love hin 
onely in as far as fond & foolish: fenſe carrieth me & no more: 
And when I ſee not, & ſmell not , and touch not , then I hare 
all to ſeek. I cannot love parquier. nor rejoyce parquier: But 
this is our weaknels till we be at home & $hall have aged men 
ſtomacks to bear Chriſt's love, Pray for me, that our Lord 
would bring me back to you with a new bleſſing of the Goſpelo 
Chriſt, I forget not you. Grace , grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Tours in hu ſweet Lord 
Feſw. S. R. 


"yam <—_—_— 


l 
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T WILLIAM GLENDINING. 


Dear Brother. (155) 


Y E are heartily welcome to that honour that Chriſt hath 
made common to us both, which isto ſuffer for his name : 
Verily I think it my garland &crown,& if rheLord should ask of 
me my blood & life for this cauſe , I would gladly in his ſtrength 
pay due debt to Chriſt's honour & glory in that kinde. Acquaint 
yourſelf with Chriſt's love & ye shall not miſs to finde new goldE 


| mines & treaſures in Chriſt:Nay truly,we but ſtand beſideChriſt, 


we goe not iz to him to take our fill of him. But if he shouid doe 
twothings, 1, Draw the curtains & make bare his holy face , & 
then 2. Clear our dim & bleared eyes to ſee his beauty & glory,he 
should finde many lovers, I would ſee no more happineſs but a 


| fghtof him ſo near hand as to ſee, hear,ſmell,& touch &embrace 


him: But oh , cloſed doors & vails & curtains & thick clouds 
hold me in pain while I finde the ſweet burning of his love that 
many waters cannot quench ! O what {ad hours have I when L 
think, that love of Chriſt ſcarreth at me & bloweth by me ! If 
my Lord Jeſus would come to bargaining for his love, Ithink 
he should make price himſelf, I should not refuſe ten thou» 
fand years in hell,to haye a wide ſoul enlarged & made wider,that 
Imight be exceedingly [ even tothe running over ]filled with his 
loye.O what am Ito love ſuch an one,or to be loved by that high 
& lofty One ! I think the Angeis may blush tolook upon him , 
& what am I to file ſuch infinite brightneſs with my finfull eyes? 
0 that Chriſt would come near & ſtand ſtill & give me leave to 
lok upon him ! For 70 ook ſeemeth the poor man's priviledge, 
lince he may for nothing & withour hire behold the ſun. I should 
have a King's life, if I had no other thing to doe , but for ever- 
more to behold & eye my fair Lord Jeſys: Nay , ſuppole I were 
holden out,at heaven's fair entry, I should be happy for evermore 
to look through an hole in the door & ſec my deareſt & fair- 
eſt Lord's face. O great King , why fſtandeſt thou aloof? 
Why remaineſt thou beyond the mountains ? O wel- 


| deloyed , why doeſt thou pain a poor ſoul with delayes? 
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along time out of thy glorious preſence is two deaths & two 


hells to me; Wc muſt meet, I muſt ſee him, I dow not want him: | 


hunger & longing for Chriſt hath brought on ſuch a neceſſity Þ 
of enjoying Chriſt , that coſt me what it will, I cannot but Þ 
aſſure Chriſt; I will not, I dow not want him : For I cannet þ 


maſter or command Chriſt's love: nay , hell [as I now think] 
& all the pains in itlaid on mealone ,.. wouid not put mefrom 
loving: Yea, ſuppoſe my Lord Jetus would not love me, it 
is above my ſtrength or power to keep back or impriſon the 


weak love I have, but it muſt be out to Chriſt. IT would 
ſet heaven's joy aſide , & live upon Chriſt's loveir's alone: Let | 
me have nojoy but the warmnels & fire of God's love , Iſeck no þ 
other : God knoweth, if this love be taken from me, the 
bortom is fallen out of all my happineſs & joy ; & thereforel | 
belceve, Chriſt will never doe me that , as to bereave a poor pri- Þ 


ſoner of his love, it were cruelty to take it from me, & he who 
is kindneſs it ſelf cannot be cruel, Dear Brother , weary not of 
my {ſweet Maſter's chains, we areſo much the fibber to Chritt 


that we ſuffer: Lodge nota hard thought of my royal King: F 
Tejoyce in his croſs; Your deliverance fteepeth not , he that Þ 


will come is not{lack of his promife z Wait on for God's time- 


ous ſalvation , ask not when or How long ? I hope he hall 
loſe nothing of you inthe furnace, but droſs: Commit your þ 
cauſe in meekneſs | forgiving your oppreſſours] to God, and F 


your ſentenſe shall come back from him laughing : Our Bride- 
 groom's day is poſting faſt on, &'this world, that ſeemeth 
togoe withalong and ashort foot , shall be put in two ranks: 


Wait till your ten dayes be ended and hope for the crown, | 
Chriſt will not give you a blinde. in the end, Commend meto 
your wife and father, & to Bailifle M. 4. And ſend this letter | 
to him. The prayers of Chriſt's priſoner be upon you , & the |; 


Lord's preſence accompany you. 


Aberd. July 6. | Tours in his ſweet Lord 
163). Feſus, S. R, 


Ot _—— 


Ti 


Ti 
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[ROBERT LENNOKX: 


of Diſdove. 


| Dear Brother. (196) 
' C Race , mercy & peace be to you: I beſeech you in the 


Lord Teſus make haſt and ſure work of life eternall : Sow 
| no rotten ſeed, every man's work will ſpeak for it {elf what his 


| ſeed hath been. O how many ſee I, who ſow to the flesh ! Alas 


| what a crop will that be , when the Lord $hall put in his hook to 
| reap this world , that is ripe & white for judgement. I recom- 


mend to you bolineſs & ſanctification , & that ye keep your 
ſelf clean from this preſent evil world: We delight to tell our 


| own dreams , & to flatter our own flesh with the hope we have 2 


It were wiidom for us to be free, plain, honeſt & sharp with 
our own ſouls, and to charge them to brew better , that they 
may drink well and fare well, when time is melted away like 
ſnow in a hot ſummer. O how hard athing is it to get the ſoul ro 
(give up with all things on this ſide of death and doomſday ! 
We ſay we are removing and going from this worid ; but our 
heart ſtirreth not one foot off it's ſeat, Alas I ſee tew heavenly 
{ minded ſouls that have nothing upon the earth , but their body 
of clay. going up and down this earth , becauſe their ſoul & the 
powers of it are up in heaven, & there, thur hearts live, de- 
fire, enjoy , rejoyce. Oh mens ſouls have no wings , and 


[therefore night and day they keep their neſt and are not ac- 


[quaint with Chriit! Sir, take you to your one thing, to Chriſt , 
that ye may be acquainted with the taſte of his ſweetneſs & ex- 
cellency , & charge your love not to dote upon this world ; for 
It will not doe your bufineſs in that day , when nothing will 
come 1n good ſtead to you , but God's favour : Build upon 
Chriſt ſome good, chvice & faſt work;for when your ſoul for ma- 
oy years hath taken the play & hath poſted & wandered through 
e creatures ye will come home again with the wind: They 
ae not good , at leaſt not the ſouls guod, it is the infinite Godhead 
wat muſt allay the sharpneſs of your hunger atter happineſs ; 
yVY 4 other- 
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otherwiſe there $hall ſtill be a want of ſatiſfa&ion to yours Þ 
fires; And if he would caſt in ten worlds in your deſires, 4 
Shall fall thorow, & your ſoul $hall ſtill cry red hunger, blai Þ 
bunger ; But I am ſure there is ſufficent for you in Chriſt, f 


ye had ſeven ſouls & ſeven deſiresin you. Ohif I could mile 
my Lord jeſus market-ſweet! lovely defireable & fair to allth 


world both to Jew and Gentil! O let my part of heavengy 
for it , ſobeing he would take my tongue to be his inftry 


— ——_ 
, OI, - 


ment, to {ct out Chriſt in his whole braveries of love , vertue, 
grace, ſweetneſs & matchleſs glory, to the eyes & hearts & 
Jews & gentiles ! But who is ſufficient for theſe things? 0Þ 


for the help of Angels tongues to make Chriſt eye-ſweetaÞ 
amiable to many thouſauds ! O how little doeth this worll F 


Tee of him, & how far are they from the love of him , {eeinp 
there is ſo much loyelineſs , beauty and ſweetneſs in Chit 
that no created eye did eyer yet ſee! I would that all nu 


knew his glory, and thar I could put many in at the bride 
groom*'s chamber door to ſee his beauty , & to be partake 


of his high and deep and broad and boundleſs love. Ok 
all the world come nigh and. ſee Chriſt, and they $hall thaaſ 


ſee more then I can ſay of him ! Q if I had had a pled 


or pawne to lay down for a ſ{ea-full of his love! thatI coullÞ 
come by ſomuch of Chriſt , as would ſatisfie griening and long 


ing for him , orrather increaſe it, till I were in full poſſeſſion 


IT know we $hall meet & therein I rejoyce. Sir , ſtand faſt 
the truth of Chriſt , that ye have received : Yeeld not to wind, 
but ride out & let Chriſt be your anchor & the onely He , whonſ 


ye shall look to ſee in peace: Pray for me his priſoner , &thu 


the Lord would ſend me among you to feed his people. Grace 


grace be with you. 


Aoverd. 1637, Yours in his ſweet Lord 


Feſuws, S.R. 


urds 
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7 JOHN FLEMING. 
Bailiffe of Leith. 


Worthy Sw, (157) 


: (Races mercy and peace be to you : The Lord hath 


brought me ſafe to this ſtrange town : Bleſſed be his 


| holy name, I finde his croſs eafie and light, and I hope he 
| shall be with his poor ſould Joſeph, who 'is ſeparated from 
his brethren : His cowforts have abounded towards me, as 
{ if Chriſt thought shame [it I may ſpeak ſo] to be in the com- 
mon of ſuch a poor man as I am, and would not have me 
>Þ loſe any thing in his errands: My enemies have, beſide their 
| intention , made me more bleſſed, and have put me in a ſweet- 


., | er poſſeſſion of Chriſt, then ever I had before: Onely the 


| memory ofthe fair dayesI had with my welbeloved amongſt 
| the flock intruſted to me, keepeth me low, and ſowreth my 
| unſeen joy But it muſt be ſo, andhe is wiſe who tutoureth 


methis way : For that which my brethren have and I want , 
and others of this world have, I am content : my faith will 


| frit God my happineſs: No Son offendeth thar his father 


giveth him not hire twicea year, for he is to abide in the 


| houſe when the inheritance is to be divided : It is better 


"| God'schildren live upon hope then upon hire, Thus remem- 


| bring my loveto your worthy and kinde wife: Ibleſs you 


2nd her and all yours in the Lord*s name. 


Aberd. Sept. 20 Yours in his onely, onely 
1637. Lord Feſuw, S. R. 


(314) T 
To WILLIAM GLENDINING ner 
Bailiffe of Kirkcudbright. isn 


IWirthy Sir, (158) 

Race , mercy & peace be to you: I am well, honour be 

to God, & aſwell as a rejoycing priſoner of Chriſt can be, | 
hoping that one day He for whom I now ſuffer shall enlarge Þ 1% 
me , & put meaboye thethreatnings of men : Iam ſometime | 
ſad, heavy & caſten down at the memory of the fair dayesl Þ 
had with Chriſt in /7w0:h , Kirk cudbright & et : The remem. Þ 
brance of a featt encreaſeth hunger in a hungry man; but who | 
knoweth but our Lord will yet cover a table in the wilderneſsto To 
his hungry bairns & build the old waſte places in Scotland, & | 
bring home Zion's captives: I delire to ſee no more glorious þ 
fight, till I ſee the Lamb on his throne, then to ſee Mount Zion þ 
all green with graſs, & the dew lying upon the tops of the graſs, þ 
& the crown put upon Chrift's head in Scotland again: And I be. 
leeve it $hall be ſo, & that Chriſt shall mowe down his ene- ( 
mies & fill the pits with their dead bodies. I finde people here 
dry & uncouth: A man pointed at for ſuffering dare not be þþ {et 
countenanced ; ſo that I am like to fit mine alone upon the [get 
ground - But my Lord payeth me: well home again , for I- | ic: 
have neither tongue nor pen nor heart to expreſs the ſweetneſs Þ fin 
& excellency of the love of Chriſt : Chriſt's honey-combs drop Þ| de! 
hony & floods of conſulation upon my ſoul - My chainsare gold: Þ fic 
Chriſt's croſs is all overguilded and perfumed : His priſon is Þ b* 
the garden and orchard of my delights I * would goe £* 
through burning quick to my lovely Chriſt - I fleep in Fd 
his arms all the night & my head betwixt his breaſts: My wel- 
beloved is altogether lovely : This isall nothing to that which F lay 
my ſoul hath felt: Let no man for my cauſe ſcar at Chriſt's | 
croſs : It my ſtipend , place , countrey , credit, had been | 
an Earledom, a Kingdom, ten Kingdoms and a wholeearth , PA 
all were too little tor the crown and ſcepter of my royall King : tak 
Mine enemies , mine enemies have made me bleſſed : They 5h; 
have {ent me tothe bridegroom's chamber ; Love is bis ban- to! 
ner 
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nerover me: Ilivea Kings life: I want nothing but heaven ? 
G ind the poſſeſſion of the crown , my earneſt is great , Chriſt 
i5no niggard to me, Dear Brother , be for the Lord Jeſusand 
1; heart-broken bride. I need-:not[ I hope] remember my dif- 
\refſed brother to your care. Remember my love to your wife. 
Let Chrift want nothing of us, His garments $hall be rolled 


ry -” the blood of the ſlain of Seorland. Grace, grace be with 
be era for Chofoprfoner 

me i Aberd, Sept. 21. Yours in his ſzyveet Lord 
mw | 1637 ; Feſus. S. Ro 

em» | —_— 
who 


w]ROBERT GORDON. 
ous | Of Knockbrex. 


be. | Dear Brother. (159) 
ne- (Ghace, mercy & peace be to you: Iam by God's mercy 
| DJ come now to Aberden , the place of my confinement, & 

tbe © fetled in an honeſt man's houſe ; I finde the town's-men cold & 
the Þ penerall & dry in their kindneſs, yet I finde a lodging in the 
r I |} heart of many ſtrangers: My challenges are revined again, & I 
ef Þ finde old ſores bleeding of new , ſo dangerous & paintfull is an un» 
rop. | der cotted conſcience; yet I have aneyeto the blood that 1s phy- 
Id; Þ fick for ſuch ſores: But verily I ſee Chriſtianity is conceived to 
is Þ bemore eafie & lighter then it is; 10 that I ſometimes think [ 
206- þ never knew any thing , but the letters of that name; for our 
in Þ nature contenteth it ſelf with little 1n godlineſs. Our Lord, 
el- Þ Lird, ſeemeth to us ten Lord Lords : little holineſs in our ba!- 
ch | /ance is much becaule it is our own holineſs, & we love to lay 
A's Þ {mall burdens upon our ſoft natures, & to make a fair court- 
en [Way to heaven: And I know it were neceffary to take more 
h, {panes then we doe, & not to make heaven a city more eaſily 
g : Ffaken then God hath made it; I perſwade my ſelf many runners 
ey Fall come $hort & geta diſappointment. Oh how caſie is it | 
todeceiye our ſelyes, & toſlcep& wish that heaven may fall 
down 
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down 1n our laps ! Yet for all my Lord's gloomsT findehin 
ſweet, gracious, loving, kinde, & I want both pen & wordstoſe 
forth the fairneſs, beauty & ſweetneſs of Chriſt's love , & the hy 


nour of this croſs of Chriſt , which is glorious to me , thoughth Þ 
world thinketh shame thereof : I verily think that the croſs 
Chriſt would blush & think shame of theſe thin skined worls, 
lings, who are ſo married to their credit thar they are +. 
Shamed of the ſufferings of Chriſt. O the honour to be ſcourge 
ed , ſtoned with Chriſt, & to goe through a furious-faced 
death to life eternall! But men would have Lawborrows again} Þþ 
Chriſt's croſs, Now, My dear Brother forget not the priſoner 
Chriſt; for I ſee very few here who kindely fear God. Gracehe| 


with you. Let my love inChriſt &hearty afteftiun be remembre( 


to your kinde wife, to your Brother 1oþn & to all friends, The Þ 


Lord Jeſus be with your Spirit. 


Aberd. Sept. 20. Tours in his enely , onely Lord 
1636. Feſuw, S. R. 


— 


To EARLESTOW N PTounper. 


Much Honoured Sir. (160) 


[eth in me, bleſſed be his name : I have all things , I bur- 
den no man: [I ſee this earth and the fullneſs thereof 
my father's : ſweet , ſweet is the croſs of my Lord : The 


bleſſing of God upon the croſs of my Lord Jeſus : My ene- þ 
mies have contributed | beſide their deſigne ] to make me 


blefſed : This is my palace , not my priſon , eſpecially , when 
my Lord shineth & {mileth upon his poor afflicted & ſold Joſeph, 
who is ſeparated from his brethen : But often he hideth himſelf, 
& there 1s a day of law, & court of challenges within me; [ 
know not if fenced in God's name, but Oh my negle&s! Oh 


my unſeen guiltineſs ! I imagined that a ſufferer for Chrit | 


kept The keys of Chrift's treaſure , & might take out his 
wombefull of comforts when he pleaſed ; but, 1 ſeen fly 
W1tnes 


= Race, mercy & peace be to you: I am well, Chriſt triumph 


(317) 


witneſs will be holden at the door aſwell as another poor ſinner z 
& beglad to eat with the bairns & totake the by-board. This 
croſs hath let me ſee that heaven is not at the next door & that 


it isacaſtle not ſoon taken; I ſee alſo, it 1s neither pain nor 
| art to play the hypocrite > we have all learned to ſell our 
| ſelyes for double price & to make the people who call ten twene 
| ty, & twenty an hundred efteem ns balf-gods, or men fallen 
out of the clouds: But Oh ſmcerity ſincerity , if I knew what 
| fincerity meaneth. Sir, lay the foundation thus & ye hall not 
{ ſoon shrink nor be shaken + Make right work at the bottom , & 
E your ship shall ride againſt all itorms, if withall your anchor be 
| faſtned upon good ground, I mean within the vail; & verily 
| Tthink thisis 4, togain Cbriſt : All other things are shadows, 
{ dreams, fanſies & nothing. Sir, remember my love to your 
' mother : I pray for mercy & grace to her : I wish her on- 
going toward heaven : As I promiſed to write , ſoshew her, I 
| want nothing in my Lord's ſervice, Chriſt will not be in ſuch 


a poor man's common as mine. Grace, grace be with you. 


Yours in his ſweet Lord 


Aberd. Sept. 22. 
Feſus S. R. 


1637. 


__ Y et 
_ 


7 JOHN GORDON. 
(161) 


Worthy & dear Brother, 


DR » mercy and peace be to you : I have been ton 


long in writing to you , but multitude of letters taketh 

much time from me. I bleſs his great name whom [I 
ſerve in the ſpirit , if it came to voting amongſt Angels and 
men , how excellent and ſweet Chriſt is, even in his re- 
proaches and in his croſs; I cannot but vote with the firſt, 
that all that is in him, both croſs & crown , kiſſes & glooms , 
embracements and frownings and ſtrokes are ſweet and glo- 
Tious : God ſend me no more happineſs in heayen or out 


1 
1 
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of heaven , but Chriſt: For I finde this world whenlT hy«f 


looked upon it on both ſides, within & without , & when] 
have ſeen even the laughing and lovely-like ſide of it , to bebut; 
fools idol , a clay priſon, Lord, let it not be the neſt thy 
my hope buildeth in, I have now cauſe to judge my part of 
this earth not worth a blaſt of ſmoke or a mouth-full of brown 

bread. I wich my Hope may take a running-leap & skipoyer 


.'Time*spleaſures , Sin's plaiſtering & gold-fiole ,this vain earth, | 
& reſt upon my Lord. O how great is our night-darkneſs in this | 
-wilderneſs! To have any conceit at all of this world, is, «| 
a man would cloſe his handfull of water and holding his handin f 


the river, ſay, all the water of the flood is his, as if it were indeed 


all within the compaſs of his hand : Who would not laugh atthe f 
thoughts of ſuch a crack-brain ? Verily they have but an hand-| 


full of water & are but like a childe claſping his two hands about 
a night-shadow, who idolize any created hope , but God. Inow 
lightlie put the price of a dream or fable or black nothing upon 
all things, but upon God & that deſireable & love-worthy one 


my Lord Jeſus ; Let all the world benothing [| for nothing} 
was their {ſeed & mother] & let God be all things: my vey 


dear Brother, know ye are as near heaven as ye are farfrom 


your ſelf & far from the love of a bewitching & whorish world: F 


For this World in it's gain and glory , it but the great and no- 
table common whore that all the ſons of men have been in fancy 
| & luſt withall theſe 500e years : the children that they have 
| begotten with this uncouth & luſftfull lover are but vanity, 


dreams , golden imaginations & night-thoughts : For there 1500 | 
good ground here under the covering of heaven for men & poor 


-wearied ſouls to ſet down their foot upon. O he whoiscal- 
led God, that one whom they term Teſt Chriſt , is worth the 
having indeed.even iff had given away all without my eye- holes, 
my. ſoul and my ſelf for ſweet Jeſus my Lord ! O ler the 
claim be cancelled that the creatures have to me, except that 
claim my Lord Ieſus hath to me ! Oh that he would claim poor 
me, my filly, light & worthleſs ſonl! O that he would pur- 
ſue his claim to the utmoſt point & not want me! Forit is m 


pain &remedileſs forrow to want him, I ſee nothing in this lite }, 


bat 
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| but finks & mires & dreams & beguiling ditches & ill ground 

eff for us to build upon. I am fully perſwaded of Chriſts vic- 
enlÞf tory in Scotland , bnt I fear this land be not yet ripe and 
uta Þ white for mercy : Yet I dare be haifer [upon my fal- 
tha  yation] with the lofles of the church of Scorland , that her foes 


tof Þ afternoon shall ſing dole & {orrow for eyermore , and that her , | 


wa ff joy shall once again be cried up & her skie shall clear : But 
yer | yengeance & burning shall be to her adverſaries & the finners of 
th, Þ thisland, Oh that we could be awakened to prayers & humi- 
this Þ ljation! Then should our ſun $hine like ſeven ſuns inthe hea- 
» UÞ yen, then Should the temple of Chriſt be builded upon the 
' mountains tops , & the land from coaſt to coaſt should be filled 
with the glory of the Lord. Brother, your day-task is wear 
ing short , your hour- glaſs of this - cn length and hand- breadth 
of life will quickly pais, & therefore take order & courie with 
matters bet wixt you and Chriſt before 1t come to open pleading 
there are no quarters to be had of Chriſt in open judgement. I 
know ye ſee your rhreed wearing short , & that there are not ma- 
ny inches to the threed's end, and therefore loſe not time, Ro= 
| member me his priſoner, that it would pleaſe the Lord to bring 
meagain am ongft you with abundance of the Goſpel. Grace, 
grace be with you, 


Aberd. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord 
Fejw. S. R. 


"jo Mr HUGH AM KRATILYE. 


the Reverend & dear Brother, (162) 


les thank you for your letter : I cannot but shew you that as L 

] never expected any thing from Chriſt bur much good & kind= 
hat F neſs, ſo he hath made me to findeit in the houſe of my pilgri- 
oor Fmage: And beleeve me, Brother, I giveit to you under mine 
ur- Jown hand- writ , that whoſo looketh to the white {:de of Chriſt's 
crols and can take it up handſomly with faith and _— 
; Sha 


_. (329) 
Shall finde it ſuch & burden as ſails are to aship or wingstox 
bird, I finde my Lord hath overguilded that black tree & hath 
perſumed it & oiledit, with joy. & conſolation. Like a fool 
once I would chide & plead with Chriſt & ſlander him to 
others of unkindneſs., but I truſt in God not to call his gloomy 
unkinde again, . for he hath taken from me my ſackcloth, &1 
yerily cannot tell you what a poor ſold Foſeph & priſoner [with 
whom my mother's children werc angry ] doeth now think of 
kinde Chriſt: I will chide no more, providing he will quite 
me all by-gones; for Iam poor. Iam taught in this ill wer 
ther to goe on the lee-ſide of Chriſt & to put him in between 
me and the ſtorm, & I thank God I walk on the ſunny fide ofthe 
brae. I write it , that ye may ſpeak in my behalfthe praiſes of 
- my Lord to others, that my bonds may preach. O if all Scorlan 
knew the feaſts & love-blenks & viſites that the Prelats hay: 
ſent me unto ! I will verily give my Lord Jeſus a free dis 
charge of all thatTIlikea fool, laid to his charge, & beg hin 
pardon to the mends, God grant that in my temptations! 
come not on his wrong ide again, and never again fall; 
raving againſt. my Phyſician in my fever , Brother , plea 
with your mother while ye have time: A pulpit would be; 
high feaſt to me, but I dare not {ay one word againſt him who 
hath done it , Iam not out of the houſe as yet , my ſweet Maſter 
faith , 1 hall have houſe-room at his own elbow , albeit thei 
ſynagogues will need force caſt me out, A letter werea work 
charity to me. Grace be with you. Pray for me. 


Aberd. Noyemb, 22, Torr Brother & Chriſt's 
1636. \ priſoner, S. R. 


CNY 


T JAMES MURRAY. 


Dear Brot her. (163) 


Il Received your letter: lam in good health of body , butfr 


better in my ſoul, I finde my Lord no worſe then his word, 
Twill be with him in trouble ig made good to me now : - He bet 
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th the ſighing of the priſoner. Brocher, Iam comforted in my 
toyall Pririce and King : This world knoweth not our life ; it 
isa myſterie to them: We have the ſunny ſide of the world , 
2nd our Paradiſe is far above theirs , yea our weeping above their 
lughing , which is but like the crackling of thorns under a pot ; 
And therefore we have good cauſe to fight it out, for tne day of 
our Laureation is approaching. 1 finde my priſon the ſweeteſt 
lace that ever I was in, my Lord Jeſus is kinde tome, and 
hath taken the mask off his face , and is content to quite me; all 
by goines: I dare not complain of him. And for my filence , 
Tlay it before Chriſt , T hope it $shall be a ſpeaking ſilence: He 
who knoweth what I would . knoweth that my ſoul defireth ng 
more,but that King Jeſtis may be great in the North of Scotland 
inthe South and in the Eait & Weſt, through my ſufferings 
for the treedomi of my Lord*s houſe and Kingdom. If I could 
keep good quarters in time to come with Chriſt , I would fear 
nothing : But Oh ! Oh ! I complain of my wofull outs 
breaking ; I tremble at the remembrance of a new out-caſt 
betwixt him and me, and Ihavecauſe, when I conſider what 
fick& {ad dayes I have had for his abſence who 1s now come. F + 
finde Chriſt dow not belong unkinde , our Foſeph's bowcls yer 
within him , he cannot ſmother love long , it muſt break out at 
length. Praiſe , praiſe with me Brother , & deſire my acquaints 
ance to help me: I dare not conceal his love to my ſoul;: L 
wish you all a part of my feaſt, that my Lord Jeſus may be ho- 
noured : Iallow you not to hide Chriſt's bountie to me, when 


ye meet with ſuch as know Chriſt, Ye write nothing to me 


what are the cruel mercies of the Prelats to wards me: The mis 
diſters of this town , as I hear , intend that I shall be more ftrickly 


confined , or elſe tranſported , becauſe they finde ſome people 
act me. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. Nov, 21: Purs in theLerd 
1637, Feſm, S. R, 


AN IF. 23 


——_— "ny _ 
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7. JOHN FLEMING, 
| Bailife of Leith. 


My very worthy friend. (164) 


' Race, mercy & peace be to you : I received your letter: þ 

> 1 bleſs my Lord through Jeſus Chriſt, 1 finde his word 

good, Fſa,48, 10- Ihave choſen thee in the furnace of affiiflim, 

And Pſil. gr 15. I will be with him in trouble. I never expe& ( 
ed other at Chrift's hand, but much good & comfort, & lanfi 

not diſappointed: I finde my Lords croſs overguilded & oiled | 
with comforts: My Lord hath now showen me the white fide Þ 1 
of his croſs: I would not exchange my weeping in priſon with 
the fourteen Prelats laughter amidſt their hungry & lean joye, | th 
This world knoweth not the ſweetneſs of Chriſt's love, itis:ff fo 
myſtery to them. At my firſt coming here , I found gretf !"| 
Heavineſs , eſpecially becauſe 1t had pleaſed the Prelats to add 
this gentle cruelty to my former ſufferings [or it is gentle toſfj 9c 
them] to inhibite the Minifters of the town to give me the 
liberty of a pulpit: I ſaid , what aileth Chriſt at my ſervic! 
But I was a fool, he hath chided himſelf friends with me: Ity: 
& others of God's children shall praiſe his great name who mz- 
keth worthleſs men witneſſes for him , my filence & ſuffering 
Shall preach more then my tongue could doe , if his glory be ſeen 
in meIam ſatisfied ; for I want no kindneſs of Chriſt: And $i, 
I dare not {mother his liberality : I write it to you, that ye muſh 
praiſe, & defire your brother & others to joyn with me in thi 
work. This land shall be made deſolate , our iniquities are full 


the Lord ſaith , weshall drink & ſpue & fall. Remember my lo plea 
to your good kinde wite, Grace be with you, | , W: 
Aberd, Nov, 23. Tours in his ſweet Lui "a 

163 6. Feſus 5 th R. in m 

- X TED _—_Þ/#the | 
paine 


{ 
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To EARLESTOWN ELDER. 


| Rev. 12:11. Andthey overcame the Dragon bY 


the blood of the Lamb & the word of their tes 
flimony , & they loved not their lives unto 
the death. 


Much honoured Sir. (165) 
Race, mercy & peace be to you : I long to ſee you in pas 


| La & to be refreshed by you. I cannot but defire you & 
charge you to help me to praiſe him , who feedeth a poor priſon- 
er with the fatneſs of his houſe. O how weighty is his love ! 


O but there is much telling in Chriſt's kindneſs! The 4men, 
the faithfull & true witneſs hath payed me my hundred fold well 


| told & one to the hundred :. I complained of him , but he is ow= 


ing me nothing now. Sir, I charge you to help me to praiſe 
his goodneſs, & to proclaim to others my Bridegroom's kinds 
neſs, whoſe love is better then wine. I took up an ation a- 
en Chriſt & bought a plea againſt his love, & libelled un- 
indneſs againſt Chriſt my Lord, & I ſaid , thu is my death , 
be hath forgotten me : But my meek Lord held his peace & be- 


Þ held me, & would not contend for the laſt word of flyting , & 


how hath chided himſelf friends with me: And now I ſee, he 


| muſt be God & I muſt be fleschs I paſs from my ſummonds, I 


acknowledge he might have given me my fill of it & neyer 
troubled himſelf: But now he hath taken away the mask, I 
hayebeen comforted , he could not ſmother his love any longer 


| to a priſoner & a ſtranger: God grant that I may never buy a 


pleaagainſt Chriſt again, but may keep good quarters with hin. 


[I want no kindneſs, no love-token ; but Oh, wiſeis his loye ! 
| for notwithſtanding of this hot ſummer blenk , I am keeped 
| low with the grief of my filence , for his word is in me as a fire 


in my bowels , and I ſce the Lord's vineyard laid waſte, & 
the heathen entred into the ſantuary , and my belly is 
pained and my ſoul in heavitieſs , becauſe the Lord's people is 
gone into captivity & becauſe of the fury ef the Lord & that 

X& 34 wind 
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wind , [but neither to fan nor topurge] that is coming upon 
Apoftate Scotland, Alſo I am kept awake with the le Þ : 
wrong done to my brother, but I truſt ye will counſel & com. | 
ort him. Yet in this miſt I ſee & beleeve , the Lord wil Þ « 
heal this halting Kirk & will lay her ſtones with fair colours; 

t 


her foundations with Saphires , & will make her windows f 
Agates & her gates Carbuncles , T1/a. 54. 11 , 12, And fo f 
braſs he will bring gold : He hath created the ſmith thy Þ t 
formed the ſword , no weapon in war shall proſper againſty Þ a 
Let us be glad & rejoyce in the Lord , for his Salvation isnex | v 
to come. Remember me to your wife & your ſon Tohn : Ani 8 


I entreat you to writeto me, Grace, grace be with you. It 
Aberd. Decemb, 30, Yours in his onely, onely Lord | L 

I 636, \ Feſus. S. ho ' 

ds EZ — 
To Mr JOHN FERGUSHILL |” 
Reverend & welheloved in our Lord Feſus. (166) es 


[| Mult ſtill provoke you to write by my lines , whereat ye nel w 
not wonder; for the croſs is full of talke , & ſpeak it muſt, w' 
either good or bad : Neither can grief be filent. I have noÞj bo 
dittay nor inditement to bring againſt Chriſt's croſs , ſ{ceiug hi me 
hath made a friendly agreement betwixt me & it ,  & weareinſ} loy 
terms of love together : If my former miſcarriages , & my now-|# boc 
Flent ſabbaths ſeem to me to ſpeak wrath from the Lord, Idar & 
Lay , it is but Satan borrowing the uſe & loan of my cowardly&F 1 { 
feeble apprehenfions , which fart at ftraws: I know faith Ch 
not ſo faint & foolish , as to tremble at every falſe alarm ; Yelſ my 
gather this out of it , Bleſſed are they who are grac'd of Gulilff 
fuide a croſs well , & that there 1s ſame art required herem, | 
pray God I may not be ſo ill friend-ſtead, as that Chriſt nj 
Lord should leave me to be my own Tutour & my owu Phyf- 
cian. Shall I not think but my Lord Jeſus who deſeryethiv 
own place very well, will ' his own place upon him , ff \ 
gt becometh him , & that he will fill his own chair; Forint 
is his office , to comfort us , &f theſe that are caſten down in allthin tend 
dribulations. 2 Cor, 1. 4. Alas I know I am a fool to ſeek an boil hath 


[ther 
n hoſt 
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ordefe& inChriſt*s way with my ſoul.If I have not a ftock to pre 


ſent to Chriſt at his appearance,yet I pray God I may be able with * 
joy.faith & conſtancy,to shew the Captain of my favation in that 
| day,abloody head that I received in his ſervicethowbeit my faith, | 


hang by a ſmall tack & threed, I hope the tack shall not break: & +} 


howbeit my Lord get no ſervice of me but broken wishesz yet E } 
| truſt theſe shall be accepted upon Chriſt's account. I have no= |} 
| thing to comfort me, but that I ſay , Oh will the Lod diſappoint 
| an hungry on-waiter ? The ſmell of Chriſt's wine & apples 


which {urpaſſeth uptaking of dull ſenſe, bloweth upon my 1oul , 


| & I get no more for the mean time: Iam ſure to let a famish- 


ing body ſee meat & give him none of it, is a double pain - Our 


| Lord's loye it not ſo cruell as to let a poor man ſee Chriſt & hea- 
| ven & never give him more, for want of money to buy ; nay , 
| Irather think Chriſt ſuch fair market-wares,as buyers may have 
| without money &* without price: And thus I know it shall not 
| ſtand upon my want of money; for Chriſt upon his own charg- 
| es muſt buy my wedding garment , & redeem the inheritance jj 
| which I have forfeited , & give bis word for one the like of me | 
| who am not law-biding of my ſelf : Poor folks muſt either 
| borrow or beg from the rich, & the onely thing that com- 
| mendeth ſinners to Chriſt is extream neceflity & want : Chriſt's 
love is ready to make & provide a ranſome-& money for a poor 
.& body who hath loſt his purſe. Ho, ye chat have no money come 
| &' buy Iſa: 55. 1. Thatisthe poor man's market, Now Brother 
| I ſee old croſſes would have done nothing at me, & therefore 
| Chriſt hath taken a new fresh rod to me,that ſeemeth to talk with 


my ſoul , & makegme tremble. I have often more adoe now with 


| fath when I loſe my compaſſe, & am blowen on a rock , then 


theſe who are my beholders ſtanding upon the shore are aware ofs 
acounſel to a ſick man is ſooner given then taken, Lord ſend the 


.þ wearied man a borrowed bed from Chriſt; Ithink often it is after 


ſupper with me , & I am heavie: O but I would ſleep ſoundly 
with Chriſt's left hand under my head & his right hand embrac- 


if ing me; the devil could not ſpill that bed, When I conſider how 
tenderly Chriſt hath cared for me in this priſon, I think he 
bath handled me 4s the bairn that is pitied & bemoaned : I 


—— — 


X 3 delire 
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defire no more till I be in heaven ; but ſuch a feaſt & fill of 
Chriſt's love as I would have : This love would be fair & adorn- 
ing pailements, which would beautifie & ſet forth my black 
unpleaſant croſs: I cannot tell, my Dear Brother, what a great 
load I would bear if I had a hearty fill of the love of thatlove. 
- ly one, Chrift Teſus : Oh if ye would ſeek & pray for that to 
me! I would give Chriſt all his love ſtiles and titles ef honour 
if he would give me but this; nay, I would ſell my ſelf (if 
could) for that love. I have been waiting to ſee what friends 
of place & power would doe for us ; But when the Lord looſeth 
the pins of his own Tabernacle, he will have himfelfto be ace 
knowledged as the onely builder up thereof, & therefore I would 
take back again my hope that I lent and laid in pawne1n mens 
hands & give it wholly to Chriſt : , it is no time for me now to ſet 
up_idols of my own, it were a pity to give an ounce weight of 
hope to any beſides Chrift : I think him well worthy of all 
my hope, though it were as weighty as both heaven & earth: 
Happy were I, if I had any thing that Chriſt would ſeek or ace 
cept of : But now alas I ſee not what ſervice I can doe to him, 
Except it be to talk a little & bable upon a piece of paper , cone 
cerning the loye of Chriſt. Iam often as if my faith were wods- 
ſet ſo thar I cannot command it ,' and then when he hid- 
eth himſelf, I run to the other extream , in making each 
wing and toe of my caſe as big as a mountain. of i- 
ron : And then misbelief can ſpin out an hell of heavy 
& deſponding thoughts; then Chriſt ſeeketh law-borrows of 
my unbeleeving apprehenfions, & chargeth me to beleeve/his 
day-light at midnight : But I makepleas with Chriit , though 
it be 1]l my common ſotodoe - It were my happineſs when [ 
am in his houſe of wine & when I findea feaſt-day , if I could 
hearkeu & hear for the time to come, Iſa: 4.2. 3. But I fee we 
myſt be off our feet in wading a deep water ; & then Chriſt's 
Joye findeth timeous employment at ſuch a dead lift as that! 
And beſides, after broken brows, bairns learn to walk more 
circymſpeatly : If I come to heaven any way , howbeit like a 
tired traveller upon my guide's shoulder, it's good enough for 
theſe who have no legs of their own for ſuch a journey : , no 
- | tnougni 
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thought there had been need of ſo much wreſtling to win tothe | 


topof that ſteep mountain as now I finde. Woe's me for this 
broken & backſliding Church, it is like an old bowing wall. 


| leaning to the one fide, & there is none of all her ſons who 


will ſeta prop under her : Iknow I need not bemoan Chriſt z 
for he careth tor his own honour more then I can doe; but who 


| can blame me to be woe [1f I had grace ſoto doe] to fee my 
| welbeloved's fair face ſpitted upon , & his crown plucked off 


his head, & the ark of. God taken & carryed in the Philiftins 


| cart, and the kine put to carry it who will let it fall to the 


ground? The Lord put to his own helping hand. I would 


| deſire you to prepare your ſelf for a fight with beaſts, ye will not 


get leave to ſteal quietly to heaven in Chriſt's company withs 


| out a conflict & croſs. Remember my bends, & praiſe my 
| ſecond , & fellow priſoner , Chriſt, Grace be with you 


Tours in Chriſt Feſua his 


Aberd. 1637. 
| Lord. S, R. 


7 WILLIAM GLENDINNING. 


Dear Brother, (167) 


G Race, mercy & peace be to you: Your caſeis unknown 
tome, whether ye be yet our .Lord*s priſoner at wigtor 
or not: However it be, I know our Lord Jeſus hath been 
enquiring for you , & that he hath honoured you to bear his 
chains, which is the golden end of his croſs , & ſo hath wail- 
ed out a choſen & honourable croſs for you : I wish you 
much joy & comfort of it , for I have nothing to ſay of Chriſt's 
croſs but much good ,. I hope my ill word shall never meet ei- 
ther Chriſt or his ſweet & eaſie croſs : I know he ſeeketh of us an 
out=caſt with this houſe of clay , this mother-priſon, this 
arth. that we love full well; & verily, when Chriſt ſnuffeth 
my candle & cauſeth my light to shine up ward , itis one of my* 
_ wonders that dirt & clay hath ſo much court with a 
ulnot made of clay , & that our __ goeth out of kinde fofar, 
4 2s 
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as to make an idol of this earth , ſuch a deformed harlot , as thy 
jt chould wrong Chriſt of our love. How faſt , how faſt doah 
our ship fall ! And how fair a wind hath Time to blow us off thels 
coaſts & this land of dying & perishing things! And alas, oy 
Ship faileth one way &fleeth many miles in one hour to bafteny; 
upon eternity , & our love & hearts are failing cloſe back overk 
ſwimmingtowardseaſc, lawleſs pleaſure, vain honour, perishing 
riches, & to build a fool's neſt I know not where , & to lay ou 
egges within the ſea-mark , & faſten our bits of broken anchor 
upon the worſt ground in the world , this fleetting & perishing 
life; & in the mean while , time & tide carry us upon another 
life , & there is daily leſs & leſsoile in our lamp , & leſs & lek 
Fand in our watch-glaſs, O what a wiſe courſe were it for us, to 
laok away from the falſe beauty of our borrowed priſon , &to 
minde & eye & luſt for our countrey ! Lord, Lord, take us home, 
And fox my ſelf, Ithink, it a poor , weak , dying sheep ſeek for 
an old dike & the lee-fide of an hill ina ftorm , I have cauſe to 
long for a covert from this ſtorm in heaven: I know none wil 
take my room over my head there ; But certainly ſleepy bodies 
wauld be at reſt & a well made bed , & an old crazed bark at: 
Shore , & a wearied traveller at home & a breathleſs horſe atthe 
rink's end. I'ſce nothing in this life but ſin & the ſowre fruits 


bandage is it, to be at the nod & yea's & nay*s of ſuch a lord-me 
ſter as a body of ſin! Truly when I think of it, itis a wonder 
that Chriſt maketh not fire & ashes of ſuch a dry branch as I am. 
1 would often/lie down under Chriſt's feet, & bid him trampk 
upon me, when I conſider my guiltineſs: But ſeeing he hath 
| Prn that fin shall not looſe his unchangeable covenant , I keep 
EFÞouſc-room amongſt the reſt of the ill learned bairns, & mult 
 cumber the Lord of the houſe with the reſt, till my Lord 
take the fetters off legs & arms, & deſtroy this body of ſin, & 


m3y flee out and the impriſoned ſoul be at liberty, In the 


*mean time the leaſt intimation of Chrlſt's love is ſweet , and 
the hope of marriage with the Bridegroom holdeth me in ſome 


ypog 


ſin: And O whata burden is fin; & what a ſlavery & miſerable 


make a hole of a breach in this cage of earth , that the bird I 


joyfull on-waiting + that when Chrift's ſummor-birds 6hall ing Jlund 
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ypoathe branches of the tree of life, I shall be tuned by God hime 
{if to help them to ſing the home-coming of our welbeloved 
& his Bride to their houſe together. When I think of this, I 
think winters & ſummers & years & dayes & time doe mea plea- 
ſure that they shorten this untwiſted & weak threed of my life , 
& that they put ſin & miſeries by hand , & that they shall carry 
me to my Bridegroom within a clap. Dear Brother , pray for 
me, that it would pleaſe the Lord of the vineyard to give me 
houſe-room to preach his righteouſneſs again to the great con= 
erepation, Grace , grace be with you. Remember me to 
ber (your wife. ” 

lek Aberd. 1637. Thurs in his ſweet Lord 

, to Feſue. S. R. 


me, | To the Lady CULROSS. 


REV. 7: Is. Theſe are they which came out of 
- great tribulation , & have washed their robes & made 
| themwhieinthe blood of the Lamb. | 


the M 4 D A M. (168) 
. Race, mercy & peace be multiplied upon you : I great 
ly long to be refreshed with your letter : I am now | all ho- 
- tour & glory to the King eternal, immortal & inviſible] in 
better terms with Chriſt then I was, Ilike a fool ſummoned my 
husband & Lord , & libelled unkindneſs againſt him , but now 
Ipaſs from that foolish purſuit , I give over the plea, he is God 
& lam man: I was looſing a faſt ſtone & digging at the ground- 
ſlone [the love of my Lord] to shake & unſettle it , but God 
thanked it is faſt,all is ſure:In my priſon he hath showen me day- 
light; he dought not hide his loveany longer : Chriſt was diſ- 
euiſed & masked,&I apprehended it was not he, he hath faid/r 
11 , be not afraid; And now his loye is better then wine. Oh that 
the virgins had part of the Bridegroom's love , whereupon he 
maketh me to feed! Help me to praiſe:I charge you, Madam,help 
me to pay praiſes, & tell others, the daughters of Jeruſalem, how 
linde Chriſt is to a poor priſoner : he hath payed me my hundred 
Os told , 
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fold,it is well told me & one to the hundred.Tam nothing behis qu, 
de with Chriſt : Let not fools, becauſc of their lazie ſoft flesh, 
raiſe a flandcr an 1ll report upon the croſs of Chriſt, it is ſweet 
er then fair : I ſee , grace greweth beſt in viinter : Thi 
ue z perſecuted Kirk , this lilie amongſt the thorns, $hall 
loſſom and laugh upon the gardiner ., the husvand-man' ik: 

bleſſing $hall light upon it. Oh it I could be free of jealouſig 
of Chriſt after this ,, & beleeve & keep good quarters with 
my deareſt husband! for he hath been kinde to the ttranger: & | 
yet 1nall this fair hot ſummer-weather, Iam keeped from ay. Bi 
ing tis good tobe here, with my ſilence, & with grief to ſee ny þ 
mother wounded & her vail taken trom her , & the fair Temple þ 
caſten down: & my belly is pained , my ſoul is heayy forthe 
captivity of the daughter of my people , & becauſe of the fury 
of the Lord & his fierce indignation againſt Apoſtate Scotland, 
I pray you , Madam, let me have that which is my prayer 
here , that my ſufferings may preach to the four quart Þþ 
ers of this Land, and therefore tell others how open-handel fo 
Chrift hath been to the priſoner and the oppreſſed ftranger: 
Why $should I conceal it ? I know no other way how to 
glorifie Chriſt , but to make an open proclamation of hit 
love, and of his his ſoft and {ſweet kiſſes to me in the fur- 
nace, & of his fidelity to ſuch as ſuffer for him. Give it me ſj 
under your hand that ye will help me to pray & praiſe, but rather ſj 

' to praiſe & rejoyce in the ſalvation of God, Grace , gra 
be with you. 


Abecrd. Dec. 30. Tours in his deareſt & onely , onel 
1636, Lord Ieſus , S. R. 


——C ere I—_— I——_—_—_—C_—_— 
———— 


To the Lady 


CARDONNESS. 


My azarly belaved & longed for in the Lord, (169) 
Race , mercy & peace be to you : I long to hear how yolt Eh 


foul proſpereth & how the Kingdom of Chriſt thriveth in 


you, 


ehin- 
lesh, 
Nets 
Thi 
Shal 
nan'; 
ultg 
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you, 1 exhort you & beſeech you in the bowels of Chrift faint 
ot , weary not : There is a great neceſlity of heaven , ye 
zuſts needs have it - All other things, as houſes , lands, 
hildren , busband , friends , countrey , credit, health, wealth, 
honour , may be wanted; but Heaven 1s your one thing ne- 
eſſary » the good part that shall not be taken from you , See 
hat ye buy the field where the pearl is , ſell all & make a pur- 
haſe of ſalvation : think it not eaſte , for it is a ſteep aſcentta 
ternal glory : Many are lying dead by the way that are 


« Hain with ſecurity. I have now been led by my Lord Jeſus 


to ſuch a nick in Chriſtianity as I think little off for- 
mer things. Oh what I want! I want ſo many things', that 
lam almoſt asking if I had any thing at all ; Every man thinketh 


Fhc is rich enough in grace , till he take out his purſe & tell his 


money , & then he findeth his pack but poor & light in the day 
of a heavy trial. I found I had not to bear my expences , and 
chould have fainted if want & penury had not chaſed me to the 
ſtore-houſe of all. I beſeech you , make conſcience of your 


; Fwayes, deal kindly & with conſcience with your Tenants : ta 


fill a breach or a hole make not a greater breach in the conſci- 
ence: I wish plenty of love to your ſoul: let the world be the 


* Yportion of baſtards , make it not yours : after the laſt trumpet 


isblowen , the world & all its glory will be like an old houſe that 
is burnt to ashes, & like an old fallen caſtle without a roof, Fy , 
fy upon us fools who think our ſelves debters to the world. My 
Lord hath brought me to this, that I would not give a drink of 
cold water for this world's kindneſs; I wonder that men lon 
iter, love, or care for theſe feathers : it is almoſt an uncout 
world to me to think, that men are ſo mad as to block with 
dead earth: to give out conſcience & to get in clay again , isa 
range bargain. I have written my minde at length to your 
huband, write to me again his caſe, I cannot forget him in 
my prayers, Iam looking Chriſt hath ſome claim to him : My 
counſel is, that ye bear with him when paſſion oyer taketh him , 
4 ſoft anſwer putteth amay wrath , anſwer him in what he ſpeak- 
&h & apply your ſelf in the fear of God tohim, & then ye 
fill remove a pound weight of your heavy croſs that way , & 
p | | "x 
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ſo it shall become light. When Chriſt hideth himſelf, wywor! 
on & make din till he return, it is not time then to be cli the 
leſely patient ; I love it to be grieved when he hideth his ſmilgY{cek 
yet beleeve his love in a patient on-waiting and beleeyiyſiing 
in the dark: Ye muſt learn to ſwim & hold up your head who 
bove the water , even when the ſenſe of his preſence is ngIven: 
with you , to hold up your chin : I truſt in God, he $hyfarig! 
bring your ship ſafe to land. I counſel you to ſtudy ſanRiaſſeterr 
tion, & to be dead to this world : urge kindneſs on KnxiYof C 
brex , labour to benefite by his company , the man is acquai 
with Chriſt. I beg the help of your prayers , for I forge 
not you : counſel your husband to fullfill my joy & to 

the Lord's face, shew him from me that my joy & defire isty 
hear he 1s in the Lord, God caſteth him often in my minde, I ca 
not forget him , I hope Chriſt & he have ſomething to doett 
gether : Bleſs Zohn ftom me , I write bleſſings to him & toyo 
husband & the reſt of your children. Let it not be ſaid, Iammt 


_—— 


in your houſe, through negle& of the Sabbath-exerciſe, F 
Aberd, Febr. 20. Tour lawfull & loving Paſtor in | 

1637. his onely, onely Lord, S.R. l 

Ls wi 
. pop 
To JONET Mc CULLOCH wo 
| | b 
Dear Sifler, (190) i 


C; Race , mercy & peace be to you * TI long to hear hon pap 

your ſoul profpereth. I am as well as a priſcner of Chil the 
- can be, feaſted & made fat with the comforts of God : Chriſti 
kiſſes are made ſweeter to my ſoul then ever they were, I woull 
not change my Maſter with all the Kings of clay upon the earth 
O, my welbeloycd: is altogether lovely & loving ! I care nd 
what flech can doe. I perſwade my ſoul, I delivered the truti 
ef Chriſt to you, ſlip not from it for no boaſts or fear of men: 
If ye goe againſt the truth of Chriſt that I now ſuffer for, | 
shall bear witneſs againſt you in the day of Chriſt, Siſter , faſtet 
your prips faſt on Chriſt, follow not the guilcs of this _ 
vor 'ys 
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' wilvortd; Let not this clay-portion of earth take up your ſoul , it 
ecaniſi; the portion of baſtards, & ye are a childe of God, therefore 
milgYſcek your father's beritagie , ſend up your heart to ſee the dwel- 
ceviyſing houſe & fair rooms in the new City : Fy, fy upon theſe 
ead who cry up with the World & down with Conſcience & Heg- 
is nflyen; We have bairns wits, therefore we cannot prize Chri 

e $f vight, Counſel your husband & mother to make them for 
Riſe eternity > that day is drawing nigh. Pray for me the priſoner 


KniYof Chriſt ; I cannot forget you. 


Juan Aberd. Febr, 20, Your lawfull Paſtor & 
forge 1637. Brother, S. R. 

ein} - 
Tea To my Lord. 


vet GR AI GHAL 

nah My Lord, (191) | | | 
Received Mr Lsletter with your Lo : & his learned thoughts 
ig FR the matters of Ceremonies I ow reſpect to the man's learn- 
R. # ing, for that I hear him oppoſite to 4rmivian Herefies. buds 
[with reverence of that worthy man] I wonder ro hear ſuch 
popish-like expreſſions as he hath in his letter , as, Your Lo- 
T, | may ſpare doubtings when the King & Church have agreed im the 
ſetting of ſuch orders , & the Church's dire&1n in things indifferent 
& circumſtantial [a if Indifferent & Circumſtantial wereall one] 
tbould be the rule of every private Chriſtian. 1 onely viewed the 
on papersin two hours ſpace, the bearer haſting me to write. I finde 
bin the worthy man not ſo ſeen in this controverſie, as ſome turbu- 
"UP'F lent men of our countrey, as he calleth ref uſers of conformity : And 
oullY let meſay it, Iam more confirmed in non-conformity , when I ſee 
rth ſuch a great wit play the agent ſo {lenderly ; but I will lay the bla- 
nul meon the weakneſs of the cauſe , not on the meanneſs of Mr Ls. 
uti larning. .I have ever been & till I am confident that Britain 
en-F cannot anſwer one argument a ſcandals, & Ilonged much to 
IF hear Mr L, ſpeak tothe cauſe, & I would ſay , it ſome ordina- 
Ref ry Divine had anſwered as Mr L, doth , that heunderitood 
hot the nature of a Scandal, But I dare not vilifie, that mw 
'F t 1 
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thyman ſo. Tam now upon the heat of ſome other employer 
I shall , but God willing , anſwer this to the ſatisfying of any ny 
prejudged, I will not ſay that every one is acquaint with the rg. 
ſon in my letter from God's preſencc & bright shining face 
ſuffering for this cauſe , Ar;flotlenever knew the medium ofth 
cluſion,& Chriſt faith few know it.See Rew. 2. 17, Lam ſure acorn. 
ſcience ſtanding in aw of theAlmighty,& fearing to make alitt: 
hole in the bottom for fear of under-water , is a ſtrong medim 
to hold off an erroneeus conclufion in the leaſt wing orlithy 
ſweet , ſweet Truth, that concerneth the royal Prerogatije 
of our Kingly & higheſt Lord Jeſus: And my witneſs isin 
heaven, I ſaw neither pleaſure nor profit nor honour to hook 
me or catch me in entring in priſon for Chriſt ; but the wind 
on my face for the preſent: & if I had loved to ſleep in awhile 
8kin with the eaſe & preſent delight that I ſaw on this fide of fun 
& moon, I should havelivcd at caſe in good hopes to fare as wel 
as others. The Lord knoweth , 1 preferred preaching « 
Chriſt & ſtill doe, to any thing next to Chriſt himſelf , &ther 


new Canons took my one,my one joy from me,which was tom: 


as the poor man's one eye that had no moe, & alas, thereislitt: 


lodging in their heart for pity or mercy , to pluck out a poet 
man's one eye for a thing indifferent , id ef , for knots cftram 
& things | as they mean ] off the way to heaven. I defir 
not that my name take journey & goea pilgrim to Cambridge, 
for fear I come in the ears of Authority : I am ſufficiently burt 
already. In the mean time be pleaſed to try if the Bishopdi 
St Andrewes, & Glaſgow , Gallrway's Ordinary , will be pleaſed 
to abate from the heat of their wrath and let me goe tomy 
charge. Few know the heart of a priſoner, yet 1 hope the 
Lord shall hew his own glory out of as knotty timber as I am, 
Keep Chrift, my dear & worthy Lord : pretended paper-argu 
ments from angering the mother- Church that can recl & nod 
& ſtagger, ate not of ſuch weight as peace with the father& 
husband - let the wifegloom , I care nor, if the husband aug}, 
Remember my ſervice to my Lord your father , & Mother, 
& your Lady. Grace be with you, : 
' Aberd. Jan. 24. 16 37. Tours at all obedience m Chriſt, wy 

ſ 


% 


(335) 
To bis Reverend & dear Brother 
nf Mfr ROBERT BLATEK 


3 Of the Reverend & dear Brother. (172) 


A CoNs | 

a link © Hae reaſon ye have for your not writing to me, affeRetly 

dun * me much & giveth me a dash, when ſuch an one as ye 
lith iff conceive an opinion of me or any thing in me: Thetruthis, 
oxtizeſ} when I come home to my {elf , O what penury doe 1finde , and 
5 is" bow feckleſs is my ſuppoſed Rtock , & how little have I! He to 
\ hook whom I am as cryſtal & who ſeeth through me & perceiveth the 
wind leaſt mote that 1s in me, knoweth that I ſpeak what I think & amt 
whole convinced of : But men caſt me through a groſs & wide fievet 
of fun} 11 very dear Brother , the room of the leaſt of all ſaints is too 
; wellff great for the like of me: But leſt this should ſeem art to ferch 
no cf home reputation I ſpeak no more of it : It is my worth tobe 
ther Þ Chriſt's ranſomed {inner & fick one : His relation tome, is, 
om: that I am fick & He is the phyſician of whom I ſtand in need : 
lit Alas > how often play I faſt & looſe with Chriſt : He bindeth I 
pogrſ looſe : he builderh I caſt down , he trimmeth up a falyation for 
ran} me& I mar it, Icaft out with Chriſt & he agreeth with me 
efir Þ again twenty times a day , I forfeit my Kingdom & heritage , I 
idge, loſe what I had; but Chriſt is at my back, and following on to 
urn floop & take up what falleth trom me : Were I in heaven & had, 
opet } the crown. on my head , if Freewill were my tutour I should loſe 
aſed |} heaven ; ſeeing I loſe my ſelf, what wonder I should let goe & 
> my loſe Jeſus my Lord : O well to me for evermore that I have 
the] cracked my credit with Chriſt, & cannot by law atall borrow 
am, from him upou my feckleſs & worthleſs bond & faith ! for my 
row-} faith & reputation with Chriſt, is, that Iama creature that 
nod} God will not put any truſtinto; I was, & am bewildered with 
er& | temptations, & wanted a guide to heaven. O what . have I to 
vgh.f fay of that excellent , ſurpaſſing & ſupereminent thing they call 
er ,|f The Grace of God, the way of free redemption in Chriſt : 
[And when poor poor I , deadin law , was ſold, fettered & im- 
KR þ prifoned iq Juſtice's cloſeſt ward , which is = O— 
i when 


Yrment, 
Ny ne 
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when I a wretched one lighted upon noble Feſus , eternally kinl 


6am tender hearted Feſus, nay,when he lighted upon me firs 
new me, I found that he ſcorned to take a price or any thing 


like hire of Angels, of Seraphims, or any of his creatures; au 


therefore I would praiſe him for this , that the whole armied 
the redeemed ones fit rent-free in heaven 2 Our holding is bette 
then Blench: We are all Free-holders, & ſeeing our eternall fe 
duty is but thanks, Oh woefull me that I have but ſpilt thank 
& broken, lame & miſcarried praiſes to give him, & ſo ny 


filver is not good & current with Chriſt, were it not that fre þ 


merites have ſtamped it & washen it & me both ! And for ny 
filence, I ſee ſomewhat better through it now: If my high& 
lofty one, my princely & Royall Maſter ſay , Hold, holdth 
peacc , IT lay bonds on thee thou ſpeak none, T would fain be 
content, & let my fire be ſmothered under ashes , without light 
or flame . I cannot help it, Itakelaws from my Lord, but 
give none. As for your journey toF. yedoe wellto followit| 
The camp in Chriſt's ordinary beds A carried bed 1s kindlyto 
the Beloved down in this lower houſe : It may be, & who 
knoweth but our Lord hath ſome Centurions ye are ſent to: 
| Seeing your angry mother denieth you lodging & houſe-room 
with her, Chriſt's call to unknown faces muſt be your ſecond 
wind , ſecing ye cannot have a firſt. O that our Lord woull 
water again with a new vilite this piece withered & dry hultof 
our widow-miount Zion ! my Dear Brother, IT will think it 
comfort if ye ſpeak my name to our welbeloved : whereyerye 
are I am mindefall of you. O that the Lord would yet make 
the light of the moon in S:orland like the light of the ſun, and 
the light of the ſun ſeven fold brighter. For my ſelf, as yetl 
have received no anſwer whither to goe : I waiton: Othit 
Jeſus had my love! Let matters frame as they liſt , I have ſome 
more to doe with Chriſt; yet I would fain we were nearer,Now, 
the gacat shepherd of the sheep, the very God of peace, eftz 
blish & confirm you till the day of his coming, 


Aberd. Sept. g* Yours in bis lovely & ſweet 
1637; Lord Jeſus. S. R. 
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'To The Lady CARLETON. 


MISTRESS. (193) 


\ Race , mercy and peace be toyou : My foul longeth once 
again to be amongit you , & to behold that beauty ofthe 
Lord that I would ſee in his houſe : But I know not if hen 
whoſe hands are all our wayes ſeeth it expedient for his glory 3 
1 ow my Lord [IT know] ſubmiſſion of ſpirit , ſuppoſe he 
should turn me into a ſtone or pillar of ſalt, oh that 
1 were He , in whom my Lord could be glorified , ſup- 
oſe my little heaven were forfeited to buy glory to him 
fore men and Angels , ſuppoſe my want of his pteſence , 
and ſeparation from Chriſt wete a pillar as high as ten 
heaveris for Chriſt's glory to ſtand upori above all the 
world ! What am I to him ? How little am 1 [ though 
my feathers ſtood owt as broad as the moriiing light} to ſucls 
a high, to ſuch a lofty, to ſuch a never-enough admired 
lorious Lord ? My trials are heavy , becauſe of my ſad ſab= 
buds; but I know they are leſs then my high provocations: L 


| ſeek no more but that Chriſt may be the gainer and I the 


loſer, that he may be raiſed and hightned , and I cryed down ; 
and my worth made duſt before his glory. Oh that Scor- 
land, all with one shout, would cry up Chriſt, and that his 
name were high in this land! I finde the very utmoſt borders 
of Chrift*'s high excellehcy and deep ſweetneſs heaven and 
earth's wonder. O what is he, if I could win in to ſee his 
inner fide ! Oh I fm run dry of loving and wondering and 
adoring of that greateſt & moſt admirable one! Woe, woe 
Is nie I have not half-loye for him! Alas what can my drop 
doe to his great ſea ! What gain is it to Chriſt that I have 
aſtn my little ſparkle in his great fire ! What can I give 
to him? Oh that 1 had love to fill a thouſand worlds, that 
I might emptie my ſoul of it all upon Chriſt ! I think 
[ have now Juſt reaſon to quite my part of any hope or 


bye that I have to this ſcum and the refuſe of the droſs 


* God's work-manskip , this yain earth : I ew to this 
| b ſtormy 
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ſtormy world [whoſe kindneſs & heart to me hath been mat 
of iron, or of a piece of a wilde fſea-liland , that never a creatur Þþ 
of God yet lodged in] not a look: I ow it no love, no hope; 
& therefore Oh if my laye were dead tot , & my ſoul deadtoit! 
What am I obliged to this houſe of my pilgrimage? A fry 
for all that God hath made, to my foul's liking , except God; 
that lovely one Feſrs Chri/i; Seeing I am not this world”s debt. Þ 
er, Ideſire I may be ſtriped ofall confidence in any thing butny þ 
Lord, that he may be for me, & I for my onely , onely , oneh ] 
Lord; that he may be the morning & evening- tide, the topk 
the root of my joyes, & the heart & flower & yolk of all my 7 
ſouPs delights. O let me never lodge any creature in my hear 
& confidence ! Let the houſe be for him; I rejoyce that ff 
dayes cut off a piece of the leaſe of my short life , & that ny 
$hadow [even while I ſuffer] weareth long, & my eveniny 
haſteneth on : I have cauſe to love home with all my' hear, 
& to take the opportunity of the day to haſten to the end of ny 
journey , befure the night come on wherein a man cannt 
ſee to walk or work ; that once after my falls I may at, 
night fall iz , weary and tired as I am, in Chriſt's boſom, 
& betwixt his breaſts: Our priſon cannot be our beſt coun 
trey ; This world looketh not like heaven & the happineb 
that our tired ſouls would be at; & therefore it were good toſetkf 
about for the wind , & hoiſe up our failes towards our new Jen} 
falem , tor that is our beſt, Remember a priſoner to Chi 
Grace , grace be with you. 


 Aberd, 1637. Tours in his onely Lo Þ 
; & Maſter , I; R, ; 


 Facoy 
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To my Lord. 
CRAIGHALS 


My Lord. (174) 
Received one letter of your Lo: from C. & another of late 
| row. A. B. wherein I finde your Lo: in perplexity what to 
doe But let me entreat your Lo: not to cauſe your ſelf miſtake 


{ Truth & Chriſt becauſe they ſeem to encounter with your 
| Peace & eaſe; My Lord , remember that a priſoner hath written 
| itto you. As the Lord liveth, if ye pus to: your hand with other 


Apiſtates in this land, to pull dwon the ſometime beautifull tabernacle 


of Chriſt in this land, & joyn hands with them im one hair. breadth 
| to welcome Antichriſt to Scotland , there is wrath gone out fromthe 


Lord againſt you &» your houſe. If the terror of a King hath 


| overtaken you, & your Lo: looketh to ſleep in your neſt in peace ! 
| &to take the neareſt shore, there are many wayes, too too - 
many wayes how to shift Chriſt with ſome ill-.washen and toul 


ditintions; but aſſure your ſelt , ſuppoſe a King should af. 


| fureyou he would be your God [as he shall never be , for that 
Þ& piece of ſervice] your clay god $shall die and your carnall 
| counſellers, when your conſcience $hall ſtorm againft you, 
| & ye complain to them , they will ſay ; Mhat is that to us? Be- 
| eve not that Chriſt is weak, or that he is notable toſave: Of 
two fires that ye cannot paſs, take the leaſt : Some few years will 
bring us all out in our black's and whites before our Judge, 
| Eternity is nearer to you then ye are aware of: To goe on in 
| acourſe of defe&ion , when an cnlightned conſcience is ſtirring , 
&looking you in the face, & crying within you, That ye are 
ging in au evil yay, 18, aftep to the fin againſt the holy Ghoſt: 
Either many of this land are near that fin, orclſe I know not 
what itis: And if this for which I now ſuffer be not the way 


of peace , & the King's high - way to ſalvation, I beleeve 
there is not a way at all : There is not ſuch breadth and 
ebow-room in the way to heayen as men beleeve , ma” 

TEA this 
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| this day be not Chritt's, the morrow hall be his * I beleeye 

aſſuredly our Lord shall repair the old waſte places and his 
ruined houſe in Scotland; & this wilderneſs shall yet bloſſom 
as the roſe, My very worthy &+ Dear Lord , Wait upon him 

who hideth his face from the houſe of Jacob & look for him : 
| wait patiently a little upon the bridegroom's return again, 
| that your ſoul may live and ye may rejoyce with the Lord's in« 

Heritance 2; I dare pawne my life and ſoul for it , if ye take 
this ſtorm with born-down Chriſt , your skie shall quickly 
clear , & your fair morning dawn. Think [ as the truth 
is] that Chriſt is juſt now ſaying , And will ye alſo leans 
2me ?*Ye have a fair occaſion to gratifie Chriſt now, if ye 
will ſtay with him , & want the night's ſleep with your ſuffer- 
ing Saviour one hour, now when Scotland hath fallen aſlcey 
and leaveth Chriſt to fend for himſelf. I profeſs my felf bnta 
weak feeble man, when I came firſt to Chriſt's camp I had 
nothing to maintain this war or to bear me out in this en- 
counter, and I am little better yet ; but ſince , I finde furni- 
ture , armour and ftrength from the conſecrated Captain, 
the Prince of our ſalvation , who was perfected though ſuffr- 
Ing , I eſteem ſuffering for Chriſt a King's life : I finde that 
our wants qualifie us for Chriſt, & howbeit your Lo: write, 


ye deſpair to attain to ſuch a communion & fellowship [ which 
TY would not have you to think ] yet would ye nobly and 


courageouſly venture to make over to Chriſt , for his honour 
mow lying at the ſtake, your eſtate , place and honour; He would 
lovingly and largely requite you , and give you a King! 
word for a recompence : Venture upon Chriſt's come , and 
I dare ſwear ye $hall ſay as it is Pſa/: 16: 7, 1Gleſs the Lord 
who gave me counſel, My wery worthy Lord , many eyes it 
both the kingdoms are upon you now , and the eye of our 
Lord is upon you , acquite your ſelf manfully for Chrift 
Spill not this good play : Subſcribe a blank ſubmiſſion, and 
Put it in Chriſt's hands : Win, win the bleſſings and praj- 
ers of your ſighing and ſorrowfull mother - church ſeeking 
your help: Win Chriſt's bond [who is a King of his word] 
for a hundred fold more eyen in this life, If a weak man 
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paſta promiſe toa King to makeaſlip to Chriſt [if welookto | 


Ve flech & blood I wonder not of it, poſſibly. I might have done | 
his worſe my ſelf , but] adde not further guiltineſs to goe on | 
MN in ſuch a ſcandalous and foul way : Remember that there is | 
im 8 woe, woe to him by whom offences come; This woe came out | 


m: | ofChriſt's mouth, and it is heavier then the woe of the Law < | 
In, It is the Mediator's vengeance, & that is two vengeances |: 
in- | to theſe who are enlightned: Free your ſelf from un awfull | 
ake | anguisch about adviſing and reſolving: When the truth is | 
kly | come to your hand, hold it faſt, goe not again to makea | 
uth new ſearch and enquiry for truth : It iscaſie to cauſe conſci=- | 
wr | ence beleeve as ye wil, not as ye know: It is calie for you i 
Je F to caſt your light into priſon , and detain God's truth in uns | 
er- | righteouſneſs ; But that priſoner will break ward to your in- | 
« | comparable torture : Fear your light, and ſtand in aw of 
ue F jt, foritis from God. Think what honour it is in this life alſo | 
ial ® to be enrolled to the ſucceeding ages amongſt Chriſt's wit- | 
el" F nefles , ſtanding againft the re-entry of Antichriſt : I know | 
ae F certainly your light looking to two wayes, and to the two ſides, | 
in} cryethshame upon the courſe that they would counſel you to ' 
fer & follow : The way that is halfer and compartner with the 

hat Þ ſmoke of this fat world & with caſe , ſmelleth firong of a | 
te! foul & falſe way. The Prince of peace , he who brought | 
uct Þ 2pain from the dead, the great shepherd of his cheep, by the | 
and Þ blood of the eternall covenant , eſtablish you , and give you. | 
0" | found light, & counſel you to follow Chriſt. Remember my 
us qbliged ſervice to my Lord your Father , & Mother, & your Lady, | 
2's Grace be with you. | 


6 i Aberd. Aguſt. 10; Tour Lo: at all obliged obedience in 
our 1637. hrs ſweet Lord Feſua, S. R. 
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To JEAN GORDON. 


My wery dear & loving Siſter, (175) 
CG » nercy & peace be to you : TI long to hear from 
| you - Iexhort you to ſer up the brae to the King's city that | 
| Muſt be taken with violence : Your afternoon's ſun is wearing 
| low: Time will eat up your frail life like a worm gnawingat | js1 
the root ofa May. flower: Lend Chrift your heart: Sect him Þþ the 
| as a ſeal there: Take him in within , & let the world and Þ kn 
| Chilaren ſtand at the door; they are not yours, make you | giy 
| and them for your proper owner, Chriſt: Ir is good He is |} xe 
| your husband and their father: What miſſing can there be | you 
| ofa dying man, when God filleth his chair ? Give hours of of 
the day to prayer: Fash Chriſt [If I may ſpeak ſo] and im- |þ the 
| portuue him, be often at his gate, give his door no reſt? || fa 
I can tell you he will be found : O what ſweet fellowship is be. | &{ 
| twixt himand me! Iam impriſoned , but he is not impriſoned: |} z6 
He hath shamed me with his kindneſs : Hehath cometoumy | wil 
| priſon & run away with my heart & all my love: Well mayhe | cf( 
| brooke it: I wish my loveget neveran owner but Chriſt: Fy, | x&f 
| fy upon old lovers that held us ſo long aſunder! We hall not part Þ He 
| now: He& Ishall be heard before he win out of my grips: Þ|þ wit 
| Ireſolve to wreſtle with Chriſt ereI quite him : But my loveto | fair 
| Him hath caften my ſoul ina fever, & there is no cooling of my || nat 
| fever till I get reall poſſeſſion of Chriſt: O Rrong : trong love | it i 
| of Jeſus, thou haſt wounded my heart with thine arrows! O | wa 
pain! O pain of love for Chriſt! Who will help me to praiſe? Þþ dev 
| Let me have your prayers. Grace be with you, wit 


Aberd. March, 13, Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637, | Feſus, S. R. 
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T GRISSAL FULLERTON. 


Dear Brother. (176) 


mM Exhort you in the Lord to ſeek your one thing , Marie's | 
At good part that shall not be taken from you: Set your heart | 
'W & ſoul on the Childrens inheritance: This clay-1dol the world, 


at ÞF js but for Baſterds & ye are his lawfull begotten childe : Learn 
m | the way [as your dear mother hath gone before you] to 
d | knock at Chriſt's door : Many an almes of mercy hath Chrifh 
u Þ| given to Her , & hath abundance behinde to giveto you - Ye 
is | xethe ſeed of the faithfull & born within the Covenant, claim 
de | your right. I would not exchange Chriſt Jeſus for ten worlds 
of | ofglory; I know now [blefſed be my teacher] how to shut 
t- | the lock & unbolt my welbeloved's door, & hc maketh a poor 
| fanger welcome when he cometh to his houſe : Iam ſwelled up 
& | &fatisfied with the love of Chriſt that is better then wine - Itis 
I: Þ afire in my foul ; let hell & the world caſt water on it, they 
J | will not mend themſelyes: I have now gotten the right gate 
ie | of Chriſt; Irecommend him to you above all things: Come 
'» | &finde the ſmell of his breath : See ifhis kiſſes be not {weet: 
't | He defireth no better then to be much made of: Be homely 
: Þ with him & yeshall be the more welcome : Ye know not how 
0 | fain Chriſt would have all your love. Think not this is imagi. 
Y Þ| nations 8& bairns-play we made din for : I would not ſuffer for 
e | itifit wereſo: Idare pawne my heaven for it, that it is the 
) | way toglory: Think much of truth, & abhorre'theſe wayes 
! Þ deviſed by men in God's worship. The Grace of Chriſt be 
| with you- 


Aberd. March, 14. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
I 637. Feſua , S--& | 


(344) : 
7 PATRICK CARSEN. 


Dear & loving friend. (177) 


 C3nnot but upon the opportunity of a bearer exhort you to Fon t 

reſigne the love of your youth to Chriſt , & in this day while Bow 
your 1un is high and your youth ſerveth you , to ſeek the Lord Fry o 
and his face ; for there is nothing out of heaven ſo neceſſa- Þwan 
ry for you as Chriſt: And ye cannot be ignorant but your day F7rin 
will end, & the night of death will call you from the pleaſures Jage- 
of this life , & a doom given out in death ſtandeth for ever as Þfull 
long as God liveth, Youth ordinarily is a Poſt & ready ſervant Fallir 
for Satan to run errands; for it is a neſt for luſt, curſing, drunken- Fhim 
neſs , blaſpheming of God , lying , pride & vanitie. O 
that there were ſuch an heart in you as tg fear the Lord , & to des 
-dicate your ſoul & body to his ſervice: When the time cometh 
that your eye-ſtrings shall break, & your face wax pale, and | — 
legs & arms tremble , & your breath grow cold , & your poor 
foul look out at your priſon-houſe of clay to be ſet ar liberty; 
then a good conſcience & your Lord's favour shall be worth all 
the world's glory : Seek it as your garland & crown. Grace be 
with you. @ | 


Aberd. March. 14. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1636. | Feſus, S.R. 


7 JOHN CARSEN. 


My welbelyved & dear friend, (178) 


E Very one ſeeketh notGod,& far fewer finde him, becauſe they 
+- ſeek amiſs: He is to be ſought for above all things, if men 
would finde what they ſeek: Let feathers & shadows aloneto 
cElldren & goe ſeek your welbeloved: Your onely errand to 
the world, is , to wooe Chriſt; therefore put other lovers 
from about his houſe , & let Chriſt have all your love , without 
wigiching or dividing it: It is little enough if there were = 

t — 
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of it: The ſerving of the world & fin hath but a baſe reward & 
ſmoke in ſtead of pleaſures, & but a night-dream for true eaſe 
to the ſoul : Goe where ye will your ſoul shall nor ſleep ſound 
but in Chriſt's boſom : Come in to him & lie down & reſt you 
on the lain Son of God & enquire for him * I ſought him, &. 
now a fig for all the worm-eaten pleaſures , & moth-eaten glo- 
ry out of heaven , ſince I have found him, &inhim all I can 
want or wish > He hath made me a King over the world: 
Trinces cannot overcome me : Chriſt hath given me the marri- 

e-kiſs, & he hath my marriage-love : we have made upa 
full bargain that shall not goe back on either fidez Oifyeand 
alin that countrey knew what ſweet terms of mercy are betwixt 
him & me! Grace be with you- 


Aberd. March. 11, Tours in his ſweet Lord 
1637- Feſws. S. R. 
'To My Lady B O Y D. 

MADAM, (179) 


Would have written to your La; ere now, but peoples be- 
Pheering there is in me that which I know there is not, hath put 
_ meout of loye with writing to any;for it is eaſie toput religion 
to a marker & publick fair, but alas it is not ſo ſoon made eye- 
ſmeet for Chriſt : My Lord ſeeth mea tired man far behinde: I 
have gotten much love from Chriſt, but 1 give him little or 
noneagain: My white fide cometh out in paper to men , bur at 
home & within, I finde much black work, & great cauſe of a low 
lil & of little boaſting ; & yet Howbeit I ſee challenges to be 
true, the manner of the Tempter's preſſing of them is unhcneſt. 
& in my own thoughts knawish-like : My peace is, that Chriſt 
may finde ſale & outing of his wares in the like of me, I 
mean for ſaving grace : I wish all profeſſors to fall in love 


_Fith Grace ; All our ſongs should be of his free-Grace : We 


ve but too lazie and carcleſs in ſeeking of it : It is all 
YyF our 
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our riches we have here, & glory in the bud : I wish IcouldÞfhi 
ſer out Free Grace: I was the Law's man & under the Lay, ſþſpi 


& under a curſe; but Gr:ce brought me from under that had 
Lord , & I rejoyce that I am Grace's Free-ko!der : I pay tribute he 
to none for heayen , ſeeing my land & heritage holderh of Chritf 
my new King : Infinite wiſdom hazh deviſed this excellent 
way of Free-holiing for ſinners: It is a better way to heayen theaff 
the old way that was in Adam's dayes : It hath this fair ad- 
vantage that no man's emptineſs & want layeth an inhibition hp 
upon Chriſt or hindereth his ſalvation: [ & that is far beſtfar 

me] but our new Land-Lord putteth the names of D yvoursk 
Adam's forlorn Heirs , & beggers & crooked & blinde in the free 
charters : Heaven & angels may wonder that we haye gotten 
ſuch a gate of ſin & hell: Sach a back-entry out of hell x 
Chriſt made & brought out the captives by , is, more then myþ 
poor shallow thoughts can comprehend : I would think ſuffer 
ings, glory [& I am ſometimes not far from it] if my Lord 
would give me a new almes of free grace. 1 hear that the 
Prelats are intending banishment for me; but for more grace, 
& no other hire, I would make it welcome : The bitsof thi 
clay-houſe, the earth, & the other ſide of the ſea , are my 
father's : If my ſweet Lord Jeſus would bud my ſuffering 
with a new meaſure of grace, I were a rich man : But Ihav 
not now of a long-time found ſuch high ſpring- tides as former- 
ly : The fea is out, & the wind of his Spirit calm , & I cat-ſſ 
not buy a wind , or by requeſting the ſea cauſe it to flow again; 
onely I wait on, upon the banks & shore-fide , till the Lord 
ſend a full ſea, that with up-ſailes I may lift up Chrift : Yet 
ſorrow for his abſence is ſweet , & ſighes with Sa:v ye him whm 


my ſonl loveth , have their own delights : Oh that I might wi 


gather hunger againſt his long-looked for return! Well were 
my ſoul if Chriſt were the element , mine own element , & that 
I loved & breathedin him , & if I could not live without him: 
I allow not laughter upon my ſelf when He is away ; yet He 
never leaveth the houſe, but he leaveth drink-money behinde 
him, & a pawne that he will return: Woe, woe to meithe 


Should goc away & take all his flitting with him : Even to tr 
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him is ſweet : T'o build a houſe of pining wishes for his return, 
ſpin out a web of forrow & care & languishing & fighes,either 
ry or wet as they may be , becauſe he hath no leiſure (if I may 
ak ſo) to makea yiſite, or to ſee a poor friend; ſweetneth & 
fegheth the thoughts of the heart: A miſtie dew will ſtand 
rrain, & doe ſome good , & keep ſome greennels in the herbs, 
"| our Lord's clouds rue upon the earth , & ſend down a watere 
ofrain : Truly I think Chriit's miſtie dew a welcome meſ- 
ve from heaven till my Lord's rain fall: Woe, woe is me for 
he Lord's vineyard in Scotland ; Howbeit the Father of the 
uſe embrace a childe , & feed him & kiſs him; yet it is ſor- 
w and ſadneſs to the children, that our poor mother 
uth gotten her leave , & that our Father hath given up houle : 
tisan unheartſom thing to ſee our Father & mother agree ſo ill, 
ret the Baſtards if they be fed care not, O Lord caſt not wa- 
er on Scotland's ſmoking coal. It is a ftrange gate the ſaints 
xe to heaven , ourenemies often eat & drink us, & we goe to 
even through their bellies & ſtomacks, & they vomit the 
hurch of God undigeſted among their hands, & even while 
eare shut up in pritons ty them, we advance in our journey , 
emember my ſervice to my Lord, your kinde Son , who was 
inde to me in my bonds, & was not ashamed to own me: I 
ould be glad thar Chriſt got the morning-ſervice of his life 
ow in his young years: It would ſute him well to give Chriſt 
5 young & green love: Chriſt's ſtamp and ſeal would goe 
r down in a young ſoul, If he would receive the thrulit of 
briſt's ftamp: I would defire him to make ſearch for Chriſt, 
Ir Nobles now are but dry friends to Chriſt, The Grace of 
od our Father , & the good will of him who dwelt in the bush 
with your La. | 


Aberd. Tours in his ſweet Lord 
1636. | Feſus , S.R. 


—— 
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To the Lady of 
CARDONNESS E LDERÞ« 


Worthy & welbelowed in the Loxd (180) are 


'- Race, mercy & peace be to you : I long to hear frq 
you in paper , that I may know how your 1oul proſperetth;m 
My delire & longing is, to hear that ye walk in the truth, & thy 
ye are content to follow the deſpiſed , but moſt loyely SondÞner 
God : I cannot but recommend him unto you as your hulſ; 
band, your welbeloyed, your portion , your comfort & ya 
Joy : I ſpeak this of that loyely one becauſe I praiſe & commeſjhe; 
the foord [as we uſe to ſpeak] as I finde it: He hath water 
with his ſweet comforts an oppreſſed priſoner; He was always you 
kinde to my ſoul, but never ſo kinde as now in my greate 
extremities: I dine & ſup with Chriſt: He viſiteth my wan 
with the viſitations of loye in the night-watches. I periwaigh} 
my ſoul that this is the way to heaven , & his own Truth , I no 
ſuffer for : 1 exhort you in the name of Chriſt to continye| 
the truth which I delivered to you: Make Chriſt ſure to ya 
ſoul; for your day draweth nigh to an end ; Many ſlide bach; 
now , who ſeemed to be Chriſt's friends,, & prove dishoneſtt 
him : But be ye faithfull to the death , & ye $hall have ti 
crown of life : This ſpan-length of your dayes , whereof th 
Spirit of God ſpeaketh, Pal. 39. will within a short tim, of __ 
me to a finger-breadth & at length to nothing: O how ſweetk 
comfortable shall the feaſt of a good conſcience be to you, whet 
your eye-ſ{trings shall break , your face wax pale, & the brel 
turn cold , & your poor ſoul come fighing to the windows J 
the houſe of clay of your dying body , & sball long to be ol 
& to have thejaylorto open the door , that the priſoner may" 
ſet at liberty : Ye draw nigh the water-[ide , look your © 
counts: Ask for your guide to take you to the other fide ; 1: G 


not the world be your portion: What have yeto doe with dex fit 
clay? Yeare not a baſtard but alawfull begotten childe ther fat 
torc ſet your heart on the inheritance z Goe up before nay 
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nd ſeeyour lodging: Look through all your farher*s rooms 
1heayen, in your father's houſe are many dwelling-places : 
Men take a ſight of lands ere they buy them : I know Chriſt 
th made the bargain already: Butbe kinde to the houſe ye 
are going to, & ſee it often : Set your heart on things that 

above , where Chriſtis, at the right hand of God: Stir 
r fron your husband to minde his own countrey at home Counſel 
perethF}im todeal mercifully with the poor people of God under him : 
\ & thy hey are Chrjt*s & not his: therefore deſire him toshow them 
' Sond rercifull dealing & kindneſs, & to be good to their ſouls. I 
ur huYfire you to write to me: It may be that my Parish forget 

Jo me; but my witneſs is in heaven I dow, not, I doe not forget 
meathem:; They are my fighes in the night & my tears in the day : 
Parcel] think my ſelf like an husband plucked from the wife of his 
Iway youth: O Lord be my Judge what joy it would be to my 
ca foul to hear, that my miniſtery hath left the Son of God 
7 llemong them . & that they are walking in Chriſt ! Remem- 
1Waber my love to your Son and Daughter: Deſire them fromi 

I meto ſeek: the Lord in their youth. and to give him the 
morning of their dayes: Acquaint them with the word of 
) Jul God & prayer, Grace be with you. Pray for the priſoner of 
> ba Chriſt; In my heart I forget you not, 


Aberd. March. 6, Tour lawful && loving Paſtor, in his 
if th 1637. onely Lord Feſw, S. R. 


R 


wa To Mr. 
ATJAMES HAMIL T O N. 


ayk Reverend & dearly beloved ir} our Lord. (181) 


: G Race, mercy & peace be to you: Our acquaintance is nei- 
"0 ther in bodily preſence, nor in paper , bur as ſons of the ſame 
_ father & ſufferers for the ſame truth. Let no man doubt bur the 
oo ate of our queſtion we are now forced to ſtand to by ſuffering 
of *Ueimpriſonment , is , If Feſu« 5hould reign over his Kirk or - k 


-. (2 -- 


Oh if my finfull arm could hold the crown on his head, howwfſ* ® 
it should be ftriken off from the shoulder-blade, For youſſ%®" 
enſuing & feared trial, my very deareſt in our Lord Feſu; Aly 
what am [I to ſpeak , to comfort a ſouldier of Chriſt , who hy! 
done an hundred times more for that worthy & honourgh 
cauſe then I can doe? But I know theſe whom the worldw 
not worthy of, wandered up & down in deſers & in mountain 
& in dens & caves of theearth, & that while thete is one men. 
ber of myſticall Chriſt out of heaven , that member muſt {ufls 
ſtrokes till our Lord Jeſus draw in that member withinthe 
you of the new Feruſalem , which he will not fail to doe atlal, 

ornot one toe or finger of that body but it shall be taken in vith. 
in the city. What can be ourpart in this pitched battel betwin 
the Lamb & the Dragon ? Butto receive the darts in patience, 
that rebound off us on upon our ſweet Maſter , or rather light 
firſt upon him & then rebound off him upon his ſervants, [ 
think it a ſweet North-wind that bloweth firſt upon the fair fac 
of the chief among ten thouſand & then lighteth upon our ſinful; 
& black faces : When once the wind bloweth off him upon me, Lio 
I think it hath a ſweet ſmell of Chriſt , & ſo muſt be ſome mar} 
then a ſinglecroſs. I know ye havea guard about you , & youſſb* 
attendance & train for your ſafety , 1s far beyond your purſuer 
force or fraud: It is good under feud to be near our war-hou: 
& ſtrong hold : We can doe but little to refiſt them who perſecutÞ}* P* 
us. & oppoſe him , but keep our blood & our wounds to the net 
Court-day , when our complaints will be read : If this day he 
not Chriſt's, I am ſure the morrow $hall be his. As for any 
thing I doe in my bonds when now & then a word falleth fron 
me, alas it is yery little! I am exceedingly grieved that ary 
Should conceive any thing to be in ſuch a broken , & empti 
reed, let no man impute it to me that the free-& unbought wind 
[for I gave nothing for it] bloweth upon an empty reed: I an 
his overburdened debter. I cry down with me, down , dow! 
with all the excellency of the world, & up up with Chriſt: 
Long , long may that fair One, that holy On? beon high; 
My curſe be upon them that love him not. O how glad woull 
I be if his glory would grow out & ſpring up out of my wy 
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& ſufferings ! Certainly ſince I became his priſoner , he hath 
won the yolk & heart of my ſoul : Chriſt 1s even become a 
new Chriſt to me & his loye greener then it was, & now I ftrive 
no more with him , his love shall carry it away : Ilay down 
my {elf under hislove, I defire to {ing & to cry &to proclaim 
my ſelf even under the water, in his common , & eternally in- 
debted to his kindneſs 3 I will not offer to quite commons 
with him [as we uſe to ſay] for that will not be - All, allfor 
eermore be Chriſt's. What further trials are before me I 
know not , but I know Chriſt will have a ſaved ſoul of me, over 
on the other {ide of the water , inthe yonder ſide of croſſes & 
beyond mens wrongs. I had but oneeye & that they have put 
out : My one joy , next to. the flower of my joyes, Chriſt, 
was to preach my ſweeteſt , ſweeteſt Maſter and the glory 
of his Kingdom , and it ſeemed no cruelty to them to 
ut out the poor man's one eye. And now I am ſecking 
about to ſee if ſuffering will ſpeak my fair One's praiſes , & Iam 
trying if a dumb man's tongue can raiſe one note or one of 
Zion's ſprings to advance my welbeloved's glory : Oh if he 
would make ſomc glory to himſelf out ofa damb priſoner? I 
o with childe of his word, I cannot be delivered , none here 
will have my Maſter, Alas! What aileth them at him? I 
bleſs you for your prayers, adde to them praiſes: As I am able 
I pay you home. I commend your diving in Chriſt's Teſta- 
ment, I would I could ſet out the dead man's goodwill to his 
friend's in his ſweet Teftament -: Speak a priſoner's hearty com- 
mendations to Chriſt - fear not, your ten dayes will over, Theſe 
that are gathered againſt mount Zr, their eyes shall melt a- 
way in their eye - holes and their tongues conſume away in 
their mouthes , & Chriſt's withered garden $hall grow green 
2gain in Scorlands; My Lord Jeſus hath a word hid in heaven 
tor Scotland , not yet brought out, Grace be with you. 


Aberd. Tuly. 7. Tours in his ſweet Lord 
1637, Feſus , & |: 8 
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To MISTRESS STUART[* 
MISFRES 8S. NI 


C; Face , mercy & peace be to you: I am ſorry that yetatelf be 

it ſo hardly that I have not written to you, Iam Judedd Þ no 
to be that which I am not: I fear if I were put in thefir, i ys 
I should melt away & fall down insheards of painted natute: | y; 
For truly I have little ſtuff at home, that is worth theeyedÞ| þl 
God's ſeryants. If there be any thing of Chriſt's in me (alf} & 
dare not deny ſome of his work) it is but a ſpunk of borrowed fÞ on 
fire that-can ſcarce warm my ſelf & hath little heat for ſtarider; Þ ſr 
by : I would fain have that which ye and others beleeye If we 
have, but ye are onely witnefles to my utter ſide and to ſomeff thi 
words in paper. Oh that he would give me more then paper-Þf tyr 
grace or tongue-grace! Were it not that want paineth me, [| yet 
Should have skailed houſe & gone a begging long ſince, bu | {up 
Chriſt hath left me with ſome hunger that is more hot then wiſe, Þ the 
& is ready often to ſay , 1f Chriſt longed for me as I doe for him, w (fur 
Should nor be long in meeting , and if he loved my company aſd Þ ltr 
@s I doe his, even while I amwriting thisletter to you , weshull beg 
flee in other's arms : But I know there is more wi/then witin rub 
this languor & pining love for Chriſt , & no maryel; for Chrilth ſi 
love would have hot harveſt long ere mid- ſummer, Butif! 
have any love to him, Chriſt hath both loye to me & wit to guide ſſtro 
his love: & I ſee, the beſt thing T have, hath as much dro 
beſide it , as might curſe me & 1t both ; & if it were forno ſhi 
more, we have need of a Saviour to pardon the very faults and Wayd 
diſeaſes & weakneſs of the new man , & to take away [toſi lied 
ſo] ourgodly ſins, or the ſins of our ſanRification & the drof6% hi 
ſcum of ſpiritual love 2 woe , woe is me ! O what need is there þ 
then of Chriſt's calling to ſcour & cleanſe & wash away an ugy 
old body of ſin, the very image of Satan ! I know nothir 
{urer then that there is an office for Chriſt among us ; I wishtor hoy 
no other heaven in this ſide of the laſt ſea , that I mult croſs, then 
this ſervice of Chriſt, to make my;Blackneſs beauty , my dead- 
ncks life , my guiltineſs fanGification : I long much for F= OWi 
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day when I will be holy : O what ſpots are yet unwashen! O 
that I could change the skin of the leopard and the Moor, and 
niffer it with ſome of Chriſt's fairneſs ! Were my blackneſs 
& Chriſt's beauty carded through other [2s we uſeto ſpeak] his 
beauty & holineſs would cat up my filehineſs ; But Oh TI haye 
not caſten old Adams hew & colour yet ! I trow the beſt of 
us hath a ſmell yet of the old loathſom body of ſin & guiltineſs2 
Happy are they for evermore who can employ Chritt & ſet his 
blood & death on work , to make clean work ro God, of foul 
fouls: I know , it is our fin . that we would have ſanRification 
on the ſunny fide of the the hill, & holineſs with nothing but 
ſummer , & no croſſes at all : Sin hath made us as tender asif we 
were made of paper or glaſs, I am often thinking what I would 
thnk of Chriſt & burning quick together , of Chriſt & tor= 
turing & hot melted lead poured in at mouth & navel : 
yet I have ſome weak experience [ but very weak indeed} that 
ſuppoſe Chriſt & hells torments were married together, & if 
there were no finding of Chriſt at all , except I went to hell's 
furnace, that there & in no other place I could meet with him, 
Itrow ,if I were as I have been fince I was his priſoner; I would 
beg lodging for God's ſake in hell's hotteſt furnace, that I might 
rub fouls with Chriſt : But God: be thanked Ishall ftinde hinx 
0 a better lodging : We get Chriſt better cheap then ſo, when 
he is rouped to us, We get him but with a shower of ſummers 
troubles in this life , as ſweet & as ſoft to beleevers as a May-dew. 
Iwould have you & my ſelf helping Chriſt myitical to weep for 
Mis wife, & O that we could mourn for Chriſt buried in Scot- 
wd, & for his two ſlain witneſſes killed, becauſe they prophe- 
ied ! If we could ſoimportune & ſolicit God, our buried Lord & 
:s two buried witneſſes should riſe again : Earth & clay 
and ſtone will not bear down Chriſt & the Goſpel in Scor- 
1d, 1 know not if 1 will ſee the ſecond templo & the glory of 
t but the Lord hath deceived me if it be not to be reared up 
pan? I would wish to give Chriſt his welcome-home agains 
ly bleſſing , my joy > my glory & love be on the home-co« 
her, I finde no better uſe of ſuffering then that Chriſt's win- 
lowing putteth chaff & corn inthe _ to ſundry places, and 
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diſcoyereth our droſs from his gold , ſo, as corruptionland grace 
are {o ſeen , that Chriſt ſaith in the furnace, that is mine & this 
is yours : The ſcum & the grounds, thy flomack againſt the perſe- 
Cuters , thy impatience , thy unbelief , thy quarreling , theſe ar: 
thine: And faith,” on. waiting , love, joy, courage, are mint, 
Oh let me die one of Chriſt's on-waiters & one of his at. 
tendants: I know your heart & Chriſt are married together, 
it were not good to make a divorce; Rue not of that meet- 
ing & marriage with ſuch a husband : Pray for me his priſoner, 
Grace, grace be with you. | 
Aberd. 2637. Yours in his ſweet Loyd 
TZeſua. S. R, 


: BR. 
T Mr HUGH McKAILL| 


Reverend & dear Brother. (183) is 


Race , mercy & peace be to you : I received your letter} h 

I bleſs you for it : My dry root would take more dew & ſum} n 
mer-rain then it getteth , were it not Chriſt will have drine(s&} of 
deadneſs in us to work upon: If there were no timber to worl fo 
upon , art would die & never be ſeen; I ſee, grace hathy K: 
field to play upon & to courſe up & down in our wants, bf de 
that I am often thanking God , not for guiltineſs , but for guif hi 
tinels for Chriſt to whet & sharpen his grace upon : I an aff 
half content to have boils for my Lord Jeſus's plaiſters: ſickY wi 


neſs hath this advantage that it draweth our ſweet Phyſician we 
hand & his holy & ſoft fingers to touch out withered & ley ob! 
Skins: it isa bleſſed fever that fetcheth Chriſt to the bed-fide: Y my 
think my Lord's How doeſt thou with it ; fick body £ Is wolf & 
all my pained nights : Surely I have no more for Chriſt by & , 
emptineſs & want ; take or leaye , he will get me no otherwif leng 


I muſt ſell my ſelf & my wants to him , but I have no priff Grz 
to give for him: If he would put afair & areal ſeal upon of a 
Yove to me, & beſtow upon me alarger share of Chriſt's lo wa 
[wihch I would faineſt be. in hands with of any thing , I exc} new 
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| not heayen it ſelf] Ishould goe on ſighing & ſinging under his 
croſs: But the worſt is, many take me tor ſome-body s - | 
rſe- | becauſe the wind bloweth upon a withered priſoner : But the 
ar: | truth is , I am both lean and thin in that wherein many 
int | beleeve I abound. I would [if bartering were in my power | 
at niffer joy with Chriſt's loye & faith, & 1n ſtead of the hot ſun= 
het, | shine,be content to walk under a cloudy shadow with more greif - 
et] &fadneſs, to have more faith & a fair occafion of ſetting forth 


ner, | & comending Chriſt, & to make that lovely One , that fair } 


One, that ſweeteſt and deareſt Lord Jeſus, market-ſweet.for 
x4 | many cars & hearts in Scot/and : and ifit were in my power to 
roup Chriſt to the three Kingdoms & withall to perſwade buyers 
tocome, and to take ſuch ſweet wares as Chriſt , I would think 
to have many ſweet bargains betwixt Chriſt & the ſons of men, 
Lf I wouldl could be humble & goe with a low ſail , I would I had 

| defires with wings & running upon wheels , ſwift & ative & 
ſpeedy in longing for Chriſt's honour : But I know my Lord 

i525 wiſe here , as L dow be thirſty , & infinitely more zealous of - 

eter] his honour then I can be hungered for the manifeſtation of it to 
c ſum} men & angels: But Oh that my Lord would take my defires 
neſs&} off my hand , & adde a thouſand=ſold more unto them , and 
fowe ſpiritual inclinations upon them, tor the coming of Chriſt's 
Kingdom to the ſons of men, that they might be higher and 
deeper & longer & broader! For my longeſt meaſures are too 
chort for Chriſt , my depth is ebbe , & the breadth of my 
affections to Chriſt narrow & pinched Oh for an ingine& a 
wit to preſcibe wayes to men how Chriſt might be a/, 1n all the 
world ! Wit 1s here behinde afteRion , & affetion behinde 
obligation, Oh how littie dow I give to Chriſt : and how 
much hath he given me! Oh that I could fing grace's praiſes , 
& love's praiſes! Secing I was like a fool, ſoliiting the Law 
& making moyen tothe Law's court for mercy , & found chal- 
lenges. that way 3 but now I deny that Judge's power, for I ant + 
Grace's man; I hold not worth a drink of water of the law or 
of aty Lord but Jeſus: And till I bethought me of this, I 
Was {lain with doubtings and fears & terrours. I praiſe the 
tw. court , & the new Land-lord , & the new Salyation pur- 
4 7 5 chaſed 
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| chaſed in Jeſus his name & at his inſtance: Let the old man; 
if he pleaſe, goe make his moan to the Law & ſeek acquain- 
| tance thereaway , becauſe he is condemned in that Court; 1 

hope : the new man & I : & Chriſt together shall not be heard; 
' and this is the more ſoft and the more eafie way for me & formy | 
| croſs together: Seeing Chriſt ſingeth my welcome- home , and | 
| taketh mein & maketh short counts & short work of reckoning }} 1 
| betwixt me & my Judge, I muſt be Chriſt's man & his Tennant }} 
\ & ſubje to his Court: I am ſure, ſuffering for Chriſt could F 4 
| Not be born otherwiſe, But Igive my hand & my faith toall | f 
' who would ſuffer for Chriſt, they $shall be well handled & fare Þ p 
| well in the ſame way , that I haye found the crots eafie & light. | n 


| Grace be with you, | n 
Aberd. July 8, Tours in his ſweet Lora a 
I 637. Feſus , S, R. p 


'7 ALEXANDER GORDON. Þb 
Of Garlock. S 


Dear Brother. (184) ne! 
G Race, mercy & peace be to you: If Chriſt were asI am, | det 
that time could work upon him to alter him , or that the 
morrow could be a new day tohim , or bring a new minde upon || Lot 
him, as it is to mea new day , I could not keep a houſe or a cove- || full 
naM with him: But I finde Chriſt to be Chriſt, & that heis 
far , far , even infinite heayens-height above man: And tht Þ| , 
' 1s all our happineſs. Sinners can doe nothing but make Þ — 
- "wounds that Chriſt may heal them , and make debts that het 9 
' may pay them, and make falls that he may raiſe them, & 
make deaths that he may quicken them , & ſpin out & ag 
Hells ro themſelves that he may ranſom them : Now I will blels G | 
the Lord that ever there was ſuch a thing as the free Grace of 604 2! 
& a free ranſom given for ſold ſouls : Onely, alas guiltineſs mak-F Iam 
eth me ashamed to apply Chriſt, & to think it pride in metoſſ your 
put out my unclean & withered hand to ſuch a Saviour? butith foret 
15 neither shame nor pride for a drowning man to ſwim to a rock, f fore y 
nor for a ship broken ſoul , to run himliclf a shore upon _ Put 


neto 
but 1t 
rock, 


briſt 


ovp: 


(357) 


Suppoſe once I be guilty , need force I cannot, I dow not goe 
by Chriſt - We take in good part that pride . that beggers beg 


| from the richer: & who is ſo poor aswe, & who is {o rich as 


hewho ſelleth fine gold, Rev. : 18, I ſeethen, it isour beſt 
[lt guiltineſs plead what it liſteth] that we have no mean un=- 
derthe covering of heaven but to creep in lowly & ſubmiſſively 
with our wants to Chriſt : I have alſo cauſe togive his croſs a 
good name & report, O how worthy is Chriſt of my feckleſs 


- &light ſuffering, & how hath he deſeryed it at my hands, that 
| for his honour & glory I should lay my back under ſeven hells 


painin one, if he call me tothat! but alas my ſoul is like aship | 
run on ground through ebbeneſs of water : Iam ſanded, and | 


my love is ſanded : I finde not how to bring it on float i 


again, It 1s ſo cold and dead that I ſee not how to bring it to 
aflame: Fy , fy upon the meeting that my love hath given 


| Chriſt: woe, woe is me, I havealover Chriſt, & yet I want 


love. for him : TI have a lovely & deſirable Lord who is love= 
worthy, & who beggeth my love & heart & I have nothing to 
give him. Dear Brother, come further in on Chriſt & ſeea 
new treaſure in him: come in & look down & ſee Angels won- 
der, & heaven & carth*s wonder of love , ſweetneſs, majelty 
&Cexcellency in him. I forget you not, pray for me that our 
Lord would be pleaſed to ſend me among you again,fraughted & 
full of Chriſt. Grace , grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Yours in his ſweet Loyd 
Ul Feſus o I; R, . 


JOHN BE L L Elder. 


My wery loving friend, - (185) 

$ Race, mercy & peace be to you: I have very often & 
:ong cxpeRted your letter, but if ye be well in ſoul & body 
lam the leſs ſolicitous : I beſeech you in the Lord Jeſus to minde 
four country above, & now when old age;the twilight going be- 
forethe darkneſs of the grave , & the falling low of your ſun be- 
fore your night, is now come upon you, adviſe with Chriſt ere ye 
put your foot in the ship & turn your back on this life ; Many are 
Z 3 beguiled 


j 
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beguiled with this, that they are tree of ſcandalous & crying abs: 
minations ; but the tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is tor the 


fire;-the man that is not born again cannot enter into the king. 


dom of God: common honeſty will not take men to heaven: Ala 
that. men should think they ever met with Chrit, who had 
never a fick night through the terrours of God in their ſoul or 
ſore heart for fin : I know the Lord hath given you light & 
the knowledge of his wiil , but that is not all , neither will that 
doe your turn: I wish you an awakned ſoul, & that yebe- 
guile not your ſelf in the matter of your ſalvation. Myſdear 


Brother, ſearch your ſelf with the candle of God, & try ifthe 


life of God & Chriſt be in you ; Salvation is not caſten to 
every man's door: Many are carried over ſea & landro afar 
countrey in aship, whileas they ſleep much of all the way : but 
men are not landed at heayen ſleeping : The righteous ars 
ſcarcely ſaved , and many run as faſt as either ye or, 
who miſs the prize and the crown : God ſend me falys 


tion, and fave me from a diſappointment , and I ſeek no more: 


Men think it but a ſtryde or a ſtep over to heaven , but when 
ſo few are ſaved, even of a number like the ſand of the fea, but 
a handfull & a remnant (as God's word faith) what cauſe haye 
we to shake our ſelves out of our ſelves & to ask our poor ſoul, 
wwhither goeft thou? where halt thou lodge at night ? Where areth 
chartevs and writes of thy hesvenly mheritance? I have known 
a man turn a key ina door & lock it by : Many men leap ovr 
= they think] & leap zm. O ſee! ſee that ye give not your 
alvation a wrong caſt, & think all is well & leave your foul 
Jooſe & uncertain: look to your building , & to your ground- 
ſtane, & what ſignes of Chriſt are in yon , & ſet this world be 
hinde your back: It is time now in the evening , to ceaſe from 
your ordinary work, & high time to know of your lodging 
night - It is your Salvation that is in dependence , & thatis 
great & weighty Buſineſs, though many make1ight ofthe mat 
ger. Now, the Lord enable you by his grace to work 1t out. 


Aberd, 1637. Your lawfull and loving 
Paſtor , S. R. 


( 359) 


9 WILLIAM GOR DN: 
la Of Roberfown. 


12d 

wh Dear Brother. (186) 

+ 6 Race mercy & peace be to you: So often as I think on our 
wal eaſe in our ſouldiers night-watch & of our fighting life in 
che | the fields, while weare here:I am forced to ſay,priſoners in a dun- 
to | 2000 condemned by ajudge, to want the light of the ſun and 
& | moon & candle , till their dying day , are no more, nay not {o 
by | much to be pitied as we are ; for they weary of their lite, they 


hate their priſon-But we fall to in our priſon, where we ſee little , 
7, Fro drink our ſelves drunk with the night-pleaſures of our weak 
' Þ dreams, & we long for no better life then this; but at the blaſt 
\ | ofthe laſt trumpet , '& the shout of the Archangsl, when God 
hen | #2all take down the shepherd*s tent of this fading world , we 
be | Fall not have ſomuch as a drink of water of all the dreams that 
we now build on. Alas that the $harp & bitter blaſts on face 
& ſides which meet us in this life , have not learned us mortifi- 
cation, & made us dead to this world ! We buy our own ſorrow , 
& wepay dear for it: when we ſpend out our love, our joy, 
our defires, our confidence upon an handfull of ſnow & ice that 
time will melt away to nothing , & go thirſtie out of the drunk- 
en Innes when all is done : Alas that we enquire not for the clear 
fountain ; but are ſo foolish as to drink foul muddy & rotten wa- 
be. £5 even till our bed time; . & then in the reſ{urre&ion when we 
tall be awakned, our yeſternight's ſowre drink & {winish dregs 
02 09 rift up upon; us, and fick, ſick shall many a ſoul be then : 
2 Flknow no wholeſom fountain but one: I know nor athi ng 
worth the buying but heaven: And my own mindeis, it com- 
pariſon were made betwixt Chriſt & heaven , I would (ell heaven 
ith my blefſing & buy Chriſt. Ohif I could raiſe the market 
for Chriſt, & heighten che market a pound for a penny , & 
Cy up Chriſt in mens eſtimation ten thouſand talents more then 
A 4 men 
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men think of him ! But they are shaping him & crying hin 
down & valuing him at their unworthy half-penny , or elle & 
changing & bartering Chriſt with = miſerable old fallen houſe 
of this vain world , or then they lend him out upon intereſt 
play the uſurers wich Chriſt ; Becauſe they profeſs him &gire 
out before men that Chriſt is their treaſure & ſtock , & inthe 
mean time, praiſe of men, & aname, & eaſe , & the ſum- 


mer-ſun of the Goſpel is the uſury they would beat, ſo wha | 


the trial cometh , they quite the ſtock for the intereſt & looſeal: 
Happy are they who can keep Chriſt by himſelf alone , and 
:-keep him clean and whole tili God come & court with then, 
T know in your hard and. heavy trials long ſince, yethought 
. well and highly of Chriſt; but truly no croſs should beoldto 
us : We should not forget them , becauſe years are come betwint 
us and them, & caſtthem by hand as we doe old clothes: We 
may make a croſs old in time, newinwuſe, & as fruitfull ain 
the beginning of it : God is where and what he was ſera 
years agoe, what eyer change be in us: I ſpeak not this, asif 
T thought ye had forgotten what God did to have your loje 
long ſince; but that ye may awake your ſelf in this ſleepy age, 
& remember fruitfully: of Chriſt's firſt wooing and ſuitingedf 
your love both with fire & water , & try it he got his anſwer, or 
if ye be yet to give him it : Forl finde in my ſelf that waterrun- 
neth not faſter through a ſieve, then our warnings lip from us; 
for I have loſt & caſten by hands many ſummonds the Lord {at 
to me, & therefore the Lord hath given me double charges ,thit 
T truſt in God $hall not rive me, I bleſs his great name whois 
no niggard in holding in crofſes upon me , but ſpendeth large 
his rods, that he may fave me frotn this perishing world : hoy 
plentifu!l God is in means of this kinde is eſteemed by many, one 
of God's unkinde mercies; but Chriſt's. croſs is neither a crud 
nor unkinde mercy, but the love-token of a father, I am fur 
a lover chaſing us for our well & to have ourlove , should not be 
run away from or fled. God ſend me no worſe mercy then 
the ſanctified croſs of Chriſt portendeth , & I am ſure Ishould 
be happy & bleſt, Pray for me that I may finde houſe-room ho 


& 
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he Lord's houſe to ſpeak in his name. Remember my dearcſt 


« loxein Chriſt to your wife. Grace, grace be with you, 


Aberd. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637, Teſw , S. Re 
To my Lady B O Y D. 
M A D .4 'M. (187) 


Race , mercy & peace from God our father & from our Lord 
A eſus Chriſt, be multiplied upon you. I have reaſoned 

with your ſon at iarge,lI rejoyce to ice him ſet his face in the 
right airth , nuw when the Nobles love the ſunny fide of the 
Goſpel beſt ,- and are afraid that Chriſt want ſouldiers and 
hall not be able to doe for himſelf. Madam , our debts of 
obligation to Chriſt are not ſmall , the freedom of grace & ſal- 
vation is the wonder of man and Angels, but mercy in our 
Lord ſcorneth hire: Yeare bound to lift Chriſt on high , who 
hath given you eyes to difcern the Deyil now coming outin 


«(in his white's, & the Idolatry and Apoſtacy of the time well 


wahen with fair pretences, but the $kin is black & the water 
foul ; It were art , I confeſs, to wash a black Devil and 
make him white. I am in ſtrange up's & down's, & ſeven 
times a day I loſe —_ » Iam putoften to ſwimming , and a- 
oain my feet are ſet on the rock that is higher then my ſelf : He 
hath now let me ſee 4 Things I never ſaw before 1. The ſupper 
will be great chear that is up in the great hall with the roval King 
efplory , when the four- hours, the ſtandivg drink in this driery 
wilderneſs is ſo ſweet: When he bloweth a kiſs afar off to 
his poor heart broken mourners in Zo , and ſendeth me 
but his hearty commendations till we mect , I am con- 


| founded with wonder to think what it shall be , when 


the faireſt among the ſons of men <$hall lay a King's 


fmeet ſoft cheek to the ſinfull cheeks of poor ſinners. 
| Q 
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O time, time , goe ſwiftly & haſten that day ! Sweet Lori 
Jeſus poſt, come flying like a young Hart or a Roe upon th, 
mountains of ſeparation. I think we $hould tell the houn 
carefully & look often how low the ſun 1s : For love hath 
no ho, it 1s pained , pained in it ſelf, till it come in rigs 

with the party beloved. 2. I finde Chriſt's abſence love Þ 
ſickneſs. & love's death : The wind that bloweth out of the 
airth where my Lord Jeſus reigneth , 1s {weet-ſmelled, ſoft, 
Jjoyfull , & heartſom to a ſoul burnt with abſence. It is a painfull 
battel for a ſoul ſick of love to fight with abſence & delayes; 
Chriſt's zo? yet , is a ſtounding of all the joynts & liths of the 
ſoul : a nod of his head when he is under a mask would be half 
a pawne- to ſay, fool. what aileth thee? He is coming , would 
be life to a dead man. Iam often in my dumb ſabbaths ſeeking 
a new plea with my Lord Jeſus, God forgive me: &lI care 
not, if there be not two or three ounce weight of black wrath 
in my cup. For the 3 Thing , I have ſeen my abomins 
ble vileneſs : If I were well known there would none in this 
Kingdom ask how I doe: Mentake my ten to be an hundred, 
but I am a deeper hypocrite & shallower proteſſour then every 
one beleeveth. God knoweth I feigne not; But Ithink: my 
reckonings of the one page written in great letters , & his 
mercy to ſuch a forlorn & wretched Dyvour on the other, 
more then a miracle. If I could get my finger ends upon 
full aNſurance , I trow I should grip faſt : But my cup wanteth 
not gall, & upon my part deſpair might be almoſt excuſed , if 
every one in this land ſaw my inner ſide: But I know Iam onedf 
them who have made preat ſale & a free market to free grace 
If I could be ſaved,as I would fain beleeve,ſurel am[ have given 
Chriſt's blood, his free grace & the bowels of his mercy , 4 
large field to work upon, & Chriſt hath manifeſted his art [[ 
dare not ſay, tothe uttermoſt ; for he can, if he would, for- 
give all the Devils & dammed reprobates in reſpeft of the wide 
neſe of his mercy |] I ſay, to an admirable degree. 4. I am 
ftriken with fear of unthankfullneſs : This Apoſtate Kirk 
hath played the harlot with many lovers ; they are ſpitting 


in the face of my loyely King and mocking him om 
ow 
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low not mend it, & they are running away from Chriſt in 

roops, and I dow not mourn & be grieved for it; I think 

brit lieth like an old forecaſten caſtle forſaken of the inhabi- 
nts, all men run away now from him: Truth innocent Truth 
poeth mourning & wringing her hands in ſackcloth & ashes. 
VE Bwoe, woe, Woe is me, for the virgin-daughter of Scotland : 
the Bice , woe to the inhabitans of this land, for they are gone 
oft, Back with a perpetual backiliding : Theſe things take me ſo 
Full up , that a borrowed bed, another man's fire-fide, the wind 
'S: Jrpon my face , [I being driven from my lovers & dear acquain- 
tance & my poor flock, ] finde no room in my ſorrow : I 
haye no ſpare or odde ſorrow for theſe; Onely I think the 
parrows and ſwallows that build their neſts in the Kirk of 
4muth bleſſed birds: Nothing hath given my faith a harder 
back-ſet , till 1t crack again , then my cloſed mouth : But 
kt me be miſerable my {ſelt alone, God keep my dear bre- 
A Ythren from it: But ſtill I keep breath , & when my royal and 
hi never, never-enough praiſed King returneth to his ſinfull pri- 
d, Ffoner, I ride upon the high places of [acob, I devide Shechem , 
" fltriumph in his ſtrength : If this Kingdom would glorifie the 
xl Lord in my behalf, I deſire to be weighed in God's even bal. 
Us Flance in this point , if I think not my wages payed to the full ; 
T1 FI shall crave no more hire of Chriſt. Madam, pity me in this , 
| h & help me to praiſe him : For what ever I be, the chief of 
” ſinners, a devil & a moſt guilty deyil, yet it 1s the apple of 
F Chriſt's eye, his honour & glory as the head of the church, 
* Fthat I ſuffer for now, & that 1 will goe toeternity with. Iam 
© Epreatly in love with Mr M. M, T.ſee him ſtamped with the image 
" Nof God, I hope well of your ſon my Lord Boyd: Your La: and 
your children haye a priſoner's prayers. Grace , grace be 
with you, | 


« 3 
— 32 


Aberd, May. 1, Tour La : at all obedience in 
1637* Chriſt, S. R. 


A em 
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To Mr THOMAS GARVEY 


Dear Brother, (189) 


Race, mercy & peace be to you : rejoyce that ye 

(> not be quite of Chrift [if I may ſpeak ſo] but he muſt, þe 
will have you; Betake your ſelf to Chriſt , 9:y dear Brothe 

It i8a great buſineſs to make quite of ſuperfluities & of thefÞJ ,; 
things which Chriſt cannot dwell with. Iam content with myſh,,, | 
own croſs, that Chriſt hath made mine by an eternal lot , becaukſſ ,q 
Itis Chriſt's & mine together. I marvel not that winter is withſſ, ( 
out heaven, for there is no winter within it : All the fainfſ,jo 
therefore have their own meaſure of winter before their eternal, thi 
ſummer. Oh for the long day & the high ſun & the fair gardaſſþ,qe 
& the King's great citie up above theſe viſible heavens ! Whit, 
God layeth on, let us ſaffer : For ſome have one croſs , ſomeÞjer 
ſeven , ſome ten, ſome half a croſs, yet all the ſaints have whokhgm 
& full joy , & ſeven crofles have ſeven joyes, Chriſt is cumbrelÞ,,qy 
with me [to ſpeak ſo] & my croſs, but hefalleth not off me. of 
we are not at yariance. I finde the very glooms of ChriliÞ,,,; 
wooing a ſoul, ſweet & lovely : I had rather have Chriltift,, 
buffet and love-ſtroke then another King's kiſs: Speak ein 
of Chriſt who will, I hope to die with love-thoughts of him.fhj. 
Oh that there are ſo few tongues in heaven and earth to evſhej 
toll him ! I wish his praiſes goenot down amongſt us: Leif, 
not Chriſt be low & lightly eſteemed in the midſt of us, but F, 
all hearts & all tongues caſt in their portion & contribute ſome-ſ{ghe 
thing to make him great in mount Z:ow. Thus recom mending ſz; 
ou to hisgrace, &remembring my love to your wife & mfg y 
ther & your kinde brother R. & entreating you to remeber rl 


my bonds , I reſt, | » 
| : 

Aberd. Sept. 8. Yours in his ſweet Lord flow 

1637, Feſua, $S. R. ſix 
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To The Laird of 
MONCRIEFE. 
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7e (tr - 

|, þ Much honoured Sir. (189) 

he Race, mercy & peace be to you : Although not acquaint 3 
' theſe yet at the defire of your worthy ſiſter , the Lady Ley's , & 


£1 MyBzon the report of your kindneſs to Chriſt & his oppreſſed truth , 
ecallÞ .m bold to write to you , earneſtly defiring you tojoyn with 
With s [ſo many as in theſe bounds profeſs Chriſt] to wreſtle with 
Rim; one day of the week , eſpecially the Wedenſday , for mercy 
ernillÞ this fallen & decayed Kirk , and to ſuch as ſuffer for Chriſt's 
acagme, & for your own neceſſities & the neceſſities of others 
ſho are by covenant engaged in that buſineſs : For we have no 
oneSther armour in theſe evil times but prayers , now when wrath 
hoe omthe Lord is gone out againſt this back-ſliding land: tor ye 
DuEow we can have no true publike faſts, neither are the true cauſ- 
Tf of our humiliation ever laid before the people, Now , very 
rilsBchy Sir, Tam glad in the Lord, that the Lord reſerveth any 
"11 Sefyour place , or of note , in this time of common Apoſtacy , to _ 
"Foe forth in publike to bear Chriſt's name before men , when + 
he great men think Chriſt a cumberſom neighbour and that 
*cligion carrieth hazards, trials & perſecutions with it. I per- 
Le Braade my ſelf, it is your glory & your garland & $hall be your 
(et Joy in the day of Chriſt , & the ſtanding of your houſe & ſeed to .. 
me Fnherit the earth, that ye truly & ſincerely profeſs Chriſt: Neither 
"ns ſis our King , whom the father hath crowned in mount Zorn , 
10-Fſo weak, that he cannot doe for himſelf & his own cauſe. I ve- 
Willy beleeve , they are bleſſed who can hold the crown upon 
his head and carry up the train of his robe royal, and that 
he shall yet be victorious and triumph in this land, It is 
our part to back our royal King , howbeit there were not 
{ix in all the land to follow him. It is wiſdom now to take 
w and diſcern the devil & the Antichriſt coming out in their 
viites,& the Apoſtacy & Idolatry ofthis land washen with fo] 


Ti Water 5 
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water: I confeſsit is art to wash the Devil till his skin be white 
For my ſelf, Sir, I have bought a plea againſt Chriſt fing 
I came hither, in judging my princely Matter angry at me 
becauſe I was caſt out of the vineyard as a withered tree, n 
dumb ſabbaths working me much ſorrow : But ſee now ſy 
row hath not eyesto read loye written apon the croſs of Chrif, 
& therefore I paſs from my rash plea: Woe, woeis meth! 
Should have received aflander of Chriſt's love to my ſoul: | 
for all this, my Lord ſeſus hath forgiven all, as not willing 
be heard with ſuch a fool , & 1s content to be as 1t were confine 
with me & to bear me company & to feaſt a poor opprelled yn 
ſoner. And now I write it under my hand , Worthy Sir, thi 
IT think well Cy of this croſs of Chriſt; I wond: 


that he will rake any glory from the like of me: I finde that whalſ | 


he but ſendeth his hearty commendations to me , & but bloweth 
a kiſs afar oft, I am confounded with wondering what the ſupp: 

of the Lamb will be, up in our father's dining-palace of glory 

fince the four-hours in his diſmall wilderneſs , & when in pri 
ſons & our ſad dayes a kiſs of Chriſt is ſocomfortable , O hoy 
ſweet & glorious shall our caſe be , when that faire among tie 
ſons of men $hall lay his fatr face to our now 1infull faces , & wipe 
away all tears from our eyes ! O Time, Time,run ſwiftly & hak 
en that day ! O ſweet Lord Jeſus, come flying like a roe or: 
young hart ! Alas that we blinde fools are fallen in love wit 
moon-shine & shadows ! how {weet 1s the wind that blowet 
out of the airth where Chriſt is! Every day we may ſee ſome 
new thing in Chritt, his love hath neither brim nor bottom. Oi 
if I had help to praiſe him! He knoweth if my ſufferings glor- 
fie his name , & encourage others to ſtand fa(t for the honouro 

our ſupream Law-giver Chriſt, my wages then are” payel 
to the full. Sir, help me to love that neyer-enough praiſel 
Lord. I finde now that the faith of the ſaints under ſuffering fit 
Chriſt is fair before the wind & with full fails carried uponChnt, 
& I hope to loſe nothing in this furnace but dreſs ; for Chrilt ca 
triumph ina weaker man then Iam, ifthere ve any ſuch: Ani 
when all is done, his love -paineth me & leaveth me under ſud 
dcbt to ChrittVas I can neither pay principal nor intereli. 
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fhe would comprize my felt, &if I were ſold to him as a bonds 
man, & that he would take me home to his houſe & fire- fide; for 
] have nothing to tender to him ! Then after melet no man 
think hard of Chriſt's ſweet croſs, for I would not change my 
fghs with the painted laughter of all my adverfaries. Idefire 
of grace in patience to wait on, & to lie upon the brink till the 
water fill & flow : I know he is faſt coming. Sir, ye will 


- of excuſe my boldnefs, & till it pleaſe God I fe2you , ye have the 


prayers of a priſoner of Chriſt , to whom I recommend you & 
f in whom I reſt, 


Aberds. May, 14. Tours at all obedience in 
Chrifl, S. R, 


T JOHN CLARK. 


Lowing Brother. (190) 
F214 faſt Chriſt without wavering , & contend for the 


faith , becauſe Chriſt is not eafily gotten nor kept: The 
lie profeſſour hath put heavenſAas it were ]at the very next door, 
&thinketh to flye up to heayen in his bed and ina night-dream z 
but truly that is not ſo eafie a thing as moſt men beleeve : Chrift 
himſelf did ſweat ere he won this city , howbeit he was the frees 
born Heir. It is Chriſtianity , My heart , to be fincere , unfeign« 
ed, honeſt & upright-hearted before God, & to live & ſerve 
God, ſuppoſe there were not one man or woman in all the 
world dwelling beſide you to eye you : Any little grace that ye 
have , ſee that it be ſound & true: Ye may put a difference 
betwixt you and reprobats if ye have theſe markes. 1. If ye 
price Chriſt & histruth ſo, as ye will ſell all & buy him & ſuffer 
for it, 2. If the love of Chrilt keepeth you back from finning 
more then the Law or fear of hell, 3. If ye be humble , & deny 
your own wi#, wit , credit , eaſe , honour , the world & the vainity 
& glory of it. 4. Your profeſſion muſt nut be baren & void 
of good works. 5. Ye muit 1a all things aime at God's honour , 
Jemult eat, drink, fleep, buy , {ell fit, ſtand , ſpeak , pray » 


reade 
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yead , and hear the word with a heart-purpoſe that God may hy 
honoured, 6. Ye muſt show your {elf an enemy to ſin, and 
reprove the works of darkneſs, ſuch as Gennes . {wearingk be 
lying , albeitthe company should hate you for doing fo. 7. Key the 
in minde the truth of God that ye heard me teach , and have no | ** 
thing to doe with the corruptions and new guiſes entred intothe | 9 
houſe of God. 8. Make conſcience of your calling, in cove 
nants, in buying & ſelling. 6. Acquaint your ſelf with daily 
praying. commit all your wayes $ actions to God by prayer, tha 
ſupplication & thank giving, and count not much of being the 
mocked ; for Chriſt [eſus was mocked before you. Perſwade bef 
your ſelf that thisis the way of peace arid comfort I now ſuffer nel 
for, I dare goetodeath & into eternity with it , though men wh 
may poſlibly ſeek another way. Remember me in your prayets, hay 
& the ſtate of this oppreſſed Church, Grace be with you: h 


Aberd. 1637. Tour ſouls Well 
£5 wisher. S, Re 
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Much honoured Sir. (191) 


| long to hear how your ſoul proſpercth : I wonder thatyt 
write not to me, for the holy Ghoſt beareth me witneſs, I Nh; 
cannot , I dare not, I dow not forget you , nor the ſouls df 
theſe with you, who are redeemed by the blood of the great 
Shepherd: Yeare in my heart 1n the night watches, ye are my 
joy & crown in the day of Chriſt: O Lord bear witneb, if 
my ſoul thirſteth for any thing out of heaven,more then for your 
falvation : Let God lay me in an even ballance & try mein 
this. Love heaven let your heart be on it : Up, up & vilt 
the new land &view the fair city &the white throne &the Lamb, 
the bride's husband , in his bridegroom's clothes fitting on it: It N;.: 
were time your ſoul should caſt it ſelf & all your burdens upon Fj; : 
Chriſt, I beſeech .you by the wounds of your Redeemer, & 
by your compearance before him & by the falyation of /s i 
| ou 
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ſou! ;' loſe no more time, run faſt for it is late : God hath 
ſworn by himſelf who made the world and time , that time hall 
be no more, Rev. 10. Ye are now upon. the very border of 
the other life ; your Lord cannot be blamed for not giving you. 
warning - I have taughtthetruth of Chriſt to. you & deli yered 
unto you the whole counſell of God , & I have ſtood before the 
Lord for you , & I shall yetſtillftand : awake, awake to doe 
righteouſly : Think not to be eaſed of the burthens & debts 
that are on your houſe, by oppreſſing any or being rigorous to 
theſe that are under you: remember how I endeavoured to walk 
before you in this matter as an example : behold here am I, wit- 
neſsagainſt me, before the Lord & his Anointed , whoſe ox or 
whoſe aſs have I taken? Whom have I defrauded ? Whom 
hare I oppreſſed ? Who knoweth how my ſoul feedeth upon a 
good conſcience , whem I remember how I ſpent this body in 
feeding the Iambs ofChriſt?At my firſt entry hither,I grant, I took 
aſtomak againſt my Lord,becauſe he had caſten me oyer the dike 
of the vineyard as a dry tree, & would haye no more of my 
frvice : My dumb ſabbaths broke my_ heart , and I would 
not be comforted ; but now he whom my ſoulloveth is come 
2p2in, and it pleaſeth him to feaſt me with the kiſſes of his 
love: A King dineth with me and his ſpikenard caſteth a 
{meet ſmell ; The Lord my witneſs is above, that I write my 
heart to you, I never knew by my nine years preaching, ſo muck 
of Chriſt's love , as he hath taught me in Aberden by ſix moneths 
mpriſonment.I charge you in Chriſt's name help me to praiſe & 
jbew that people & countrey., the loving kindneſs of the Lord to 
my ſoul;that ſo my ſufferings may ſomeway preach to them when 
I am filent : He hath made me know now better then before , 
What it is to be crucified to the world : I would not now give a 
aink of cold water for all the world's kindneſs: I ow no ſervice 
tit; I am not the flesh's debter : My Lord Jeſus hath dated 
dis priſoner , & hath thoughts of love concerning me : I 
would not exchange my ſighs with the laughing of my adver= 


aries, Sir, I write this to inform you, that an may know 


tis the truth of Chriſt I now ſuffer for , & he hath ſealed my 
kferiogs with the comforts of his ſpi y on my ſoul, & 1 "oy 
Py” 0 ae 
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he pufteth not his ſeal upon blank paper. Now , Sir, Ihaveng 
comfort earthly, but to know that [ have eſpouſed, and shall pre. y 
ſent a bride ro- Chriſt in that A —_ The Lord hath 
given you much , and therefore he will require much of you 
again - Number your talents & ſee what ye have to render < 
back again , ye cannot be enough perſwaded of theshortneſs of | 
your time: I charge you towrite tome, & in the fear of God Y; 
be plain with me, whether or no ye have made your ſalvation 
ſure,l am confident & hope the beſt, but I know your reckonings 
with your Judge are many and deep. Stir, be not beguiled, negle 
not. your one thing [Philip, 3 , 13] your one neceſſary thing }; 
| [Luke 10: 42] the good part that shall not be taken from you, Þ; 
Look beyond time : things here are but moon-shine , they haye 
but Childrens wit who are delighted with shadows & deluded 
withfeathers flying in the air. Deſire your children in the morn- 
ing of their life to begin & ſeek the Lord, & ro remember their 
Creator in the dayes of their youth Eccles. 12:1. ]to cleanſe their | © 
way by taking heed thereto according to God?*s word[| Pl. 1 19:94 q 
youth isa glaſſy age: Satan findes a ſwept chamber | for the mo 
part] in youth-hood, & a garnished lodging for himſelt & hi 
train - Let the Lord have the flower of their age : the 
beſt ſacrifice is due to him : Inſtruct them in this , that they have 
a ſoul, & that this life is nothing in compariſon of eternity: 
They will have much need of God's conduct in this world, to 
guide them by theſe rocks upon which moſt men ſplit ; but far 
more need when it cometh to the hour of death &their compexr- 
ance before Chriſt. O that there were ſuch a heart in them to 
fear the name of the great & dreadfull God , who hath laid up 
great things for theſe that love & fear him ! I pray that God 
may be their portion. ' Show others of my parishoners , thatl 
write to them my beſt wishes and the bleſſings of their lawful 
Paſtor : Say to them from me , that I beſeech them by the bow 
els of Chritt, to keep in minde the Dodrine of our Lord and fk1eq( 
Saviour ſeſus Chriſt , which I taught them; that ſo they may lay þ16j 
hold on eternal life, ſtriving together for the faith of the Goſpel kngq 
& making ſure ſalyation to themſelves: Walk in love & doerigh- 
teouſneſs.ſcek peace, love one another,wait tor the coming — | 


\ 
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Maſter '&- Judge : Receive no dodrine contrary to that 
which: I delivered to you: If ye fall away & forget it & that 
'OU I Catethiſme which Itaught you , & ſo forſake your own mercy , 
der Flite Lord be judge betwixt you & me , Itake heaven & earth ta 
s of Y vitneſs 5 that ſuch $hall cternally perish ; bar if they ſerve the 
ood Lord,great will their reward be,when they & I shall ſtand before 
our Judge, Set forward up the mountain to meet with God > 
ng Fdimb-up , for your Saviour calleth on you. It may be, God 
all you to your reſt when I am far from you , but ye have my 
uns Nlove & the deſires of my heart for your ſouls wel fare. He that 


'OL. Yisholy , keep you from talling & eſtablish you, till his own glori= 
= 0usappearanee. 

ar. | Aberd. 1637. Your affeFionnt & lawful 

heir - Paſtor, S.. R. 
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the Much honoured Sir. (192) 


have B+ Long to- hear whether or not your ſoul be hand-faſted with 
nity: Bf Chriſt ; Loſe your time no longer : Flee the follies of 
youth: Gird np the loins of your minde, & make you ready 
at far Wer meeting 'the Lord, I have often ſummond you, & now L 
PE” Funmond your again , to compear before your Judge, to 
Make a reckoning of your life ; while ye havetime, look upon 
id W Four papers & conſider your wayes: O that there were ſuch 
| L heart.in you , as to think what an ill conſcience will be to 
u, when ye are upon the border of eternity , & your one foot 
wiul Bir of time! O then, ten thouſand thouſand floods of tears 
atnot extinguish theſe flames, or purchaſe to you one hour's 
taſe from that pain ! O how ſweet a day have ye had ! But this 
atair day that runneth faſt away , ſee how ye have ſpent it, & 
olpel ſlnfider the neceſſity of ſalvation: & tell me ſ/in the fearof 
"$*] if ye have made it ſure.: Iam perſwaded ye haye a con= 
lence that will be ſpeaking ſome what to you - Why will ye 
'F* & deſtroy your felt? I charge you in Chriſt's name to rouze 

audio of FY o 
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up your conſcience , & begin to indent & contract with Chrif | 
in time while ſalyation is 1n your offer: This is the atceptelſſ 1 
time, this is the day of ſalvation: play the marchant , forget 
cannot expect another market-day when this is done ; thereforſſ t 
let me again beſeech you to confider in this your day , the thingf i 
that beloug to your peace, before they be hid from your eyes. Du 0 
Brother , fulfill my joy - & begin to ſeek the Lord while tefſ 4 
may be found: Forſake the follies of deceiving & vain youth / 
Lay hold upon etornall life : whoring , night-drinking 
& miſpending of the ſabbath* & negleQing of prayer in youſ 50 
Houſe, & refuſing of an offered ſalvation , will burn up youſſ 
ſoul with the terrours of the Almighty , when your awily. 
ened conſcience shall flee in your face. Be kinde & loyin 
to your wife , make conſcience of cherishing her and n 
being rtgidly auſtere. Sir , I have not a tongue to exprel 
the glory that is laid up for you in your father's houk 
if ye reform your doings and frame your heart to return - 
the Lord. Ye know this world is but a shadow , a 5ho þ 
living creature , under the law of time ; within leſs th *« 
fGitty yeers , when ye Jook back to it , ye shall laughF th 
the evanishing vanities thereof, as feathers flying in the u 
and at the houſes of ſand within the ſea-mark , which 
children of men are building: Give up with courting oft 
vain world ; Scek not the baſtard's moveables , but the $0 
heritage in heaven. Take a trial of Chriſt, look unto him 
his love $shall ſochangeyou, that yeshall be taken with hin 
never chuſe to goe from him 2 I have experience of 
ſweetneſs in this houſe of my pilgrimage here : My wity fer” 
who is above, knoweth, I would not exchange my ſighs & taf whi 
with the laughing of the fourteen Prelats: There is notli but 
will make you a Chriſtian indeed, but a taſte of the ſweeti 
of Chriſt, come and ſee will ſpeak beſt toyour ſoul : I way but 
fain hope good of you : be not diſcouraged at broken &h 
reſolutions, but to it, & toit again : Wooe about Chriſt, 
ye get your ſoul eſpouſed as a chaſte virgin to him: Uky and” 
means of profiting with your conſcience: Pray in your famiſf foul 
& read the word; Remember how our Lord's day wah 
Eat va rgrtbg q 
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when I. was among you : It will be a great challenge to you 
before God ,. if ye forget: the good that was done within: the 
walls of your houſe on the Lord*sdayes, & if ye turn afide after 
the fashions of this world , & if yegoe not in time to the kirk 
to wait. on the publike worship of God, & if.ye tarty not at 
A it, till all the exerciſes of religion be ended : Give God ſome 
ol of your time both morning & evening: & afternoon , & in ſo 
doing , rejoyce the heart of a poor oppreſſed priſoner. Rue upon 
your own ſoul, & from your heart fear the Lord. Now he 
that brought again from the dead the. great Shepherd of his 
nyo! cheep, by . the blood of the eternall Covenant , eſtablish your 
pyon beart with his grace, & preſent you before his preſence with oy. 

il Aberd. 1637, Tour affeFionat & loving 

= Paſtor , S, R. 
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urn — Much Honoured Sir. (193) 
sho Jyil not impute your not writing to me, to forgetfulneſs: how 
{s thaſ * ever, I have one above who forgetteth me not, nay, he grow= 


ugh © eh in his kindneſs: It hath pleaſed his holy Majeſty to take me 
he aj from" the pulpit & teach me many things in my exile & priſon 
ich i that were myſteries to me before : As, 1. Iſce his bottomleſs 
oft & boundleſs loye & kindnes, & my jealoufies & ravings, which 
e Sa at my- firſt entry into this furnace were ſo foolish & bold , as to 
hing fayto Chriſt , who is truth it ſelf, in his face thou lieft. I had well 
 hinY nigh loſt my grips: I wondered if it was Chriſt or not, for the 
; of if miſt & ſmoke of my perturbed heart, made me miſtake my Maſ- 
witng ter jeſus : My faith was dim & hope frozen & cold, & my love 
& ta which cauſed jealouſies, it had ſome warmnefs & heat & ſmoke 
oth but no flame at all; yet I was looking for ſome good of Chriſt's 
reetn} old claim to me : I thought I had forfeited all my rights, 
| wolf but the tempter was too much upon my counſels & was till 
& ip dlowing- the coal': Alas-I knew not well before how good 
iſt, Skill my Interceſſor and advocate , Chriſt, hath of pleading , 
UſcY and 'pardoning me ſuch follies : Now he is returned to my 
famiff foul with healing under his wings and Iam nothing behinde 
ash W = MSY _ with 
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with Chriſt now , -for he hath overpaid me by his preſence; the 
pain I was put to by on- waiting , and any little loſs 1 ſuſtaine 
by my witneſling againſt the wrongs done to him. Itrowj oftt 
Was a pain to my Lord to hide himſelfany longer; 'In ama: wit 
Ner he was challenging his unkindne(s & repented him oft ſc 
glooms, & now what want I on earth that Chriſt can'giveto, hov 
poor priſoner? O how ſweet and lovely is he now -! Alasthy if 1% 
I can get none to help me to lift up my Lord Jeſus uponhi brat 
throne above all the earth! 2. Tam now brought to ſome mes || © 
ſure of ſubmiſſion , and Ireſolve to wait till I ſee what my Lot of d 
Jeſus will doe with me; I dare not now nick name or ſpeakon if * 
word againſt the all-ſceing & over-watching providenceof my eau 
Lord:I ſee,providence runneth not on broken wheels;bur like; | 
faol carved a providence for mine own eaſe, to die in my neſt, x hin 
to ſleep ſtill till my gray hairs, and tolie on the ſunny fide ofthe | V3 
mountain in my miniſtery at 4»woth : But now I have nothing if V* 
to ſay againſt a borrowed fire-ſide & another man's houfe , nr fort 
Kedars tents where I live, being removed far from my ac | 2 
quaintance , my lovers & my friends-:. I ſee God haththy rect 
world on his wheels & caſteth it as a potter doeth a veſſel onthe et 
wheel : I dare not ſay that there is any inordinat or irregula  ®* 
motion in Providence; The Lord hath done it , I will not goe ble 
to law with Chriſt, for I would gain. nothing of that. 3. | 
have learned ſome greater mortification:& not to mourn after a 
ſeek to ſuch the world's dry breaſts: Nay , my Lord hath filled 
me with ſuch dainties, that Iam like to a full banquetter who 
not for common chear, What have I to doeto fail down upon 
my knees & worship mankind's great idol , The World ? | 
have a better God then any clay-God ; Nay , at preſent 
as I am now diſpoſed , I care not much to give this world 
a diſcharge of my life-rent of it , for bread & water : I know it 
is not my home, nor my father's houſe; it is but his foot 
ſtool , the outer cloiſter of his houſe , his out-field & moor | 
ground : Let baſtards take it , I hope never to think | 
my ſelf in it's common for honour or riches , nay now, Ifay 
tolaughter , Thou art madneſs. 4. I finde it moſt true , that the wy 
greateſt temptation out of hell, is, tolive without (em PRneY he 
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ifmy waters should ſtand , they would rot : Faith is the bettee 
ofthe free air , & of the sharp winter-ſtorm in it's face : Grace 
withereth without adverſity: The Devil is but God's Maſter- 
fencer to teach us to handle out weapons. F. I never knew 
how weak I was till now , when he hideth himſelf, & when I 
have him to ſeek ſeven times a day, Iam a dry & withered 
branch & a piece of a dead carcaſe, dry bones & not able to ſtep 
over a ſtraw : Tbe thoughts of my old ſins are as the ſummonds 
of death to me: And of late my Brother's caſe hath ftriken 
metothe heart; when my wounds are cloſing, alittle rifle, 
auſeth them to bleed affrech: So thin-skin'd is my ſoul, 
that I think it islike a tender man's skin, that may touch not- 
hing : ye ſee how $hort I would shoot of the prize, if his grace 
were not ſufficient for me. Woe's me for the day of Scotland , 
Woe, woe is me for my harlot-mother; for the decree is gone 
forth: women of this land shall call the childleſs & miſcarrying 
wombs bleſſed : The anger of the Lord is gone forth & 5hall not 
return till he perform the purpnſe of his heart againſt Scotland : 
Yet he shall make Scotland a new sharp inftrument having teerh 
tothresh the mountains & fan the hills as chaff, The priſoners 
bleſſing be upon you. 


Aberd. March. 14 Tours in his ſweet Lord 
I 6 R To Fi eſa 9 S . R. 
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MISTRESs. (194) 


_ ye are thinking ſometimes what Chriſt is doing in 
Zion, & that the haters of Zion may get the bottom of 
our cup & the burning coals of our furnace, that we have been 
tryedin theſe many yeers by-gone. O that this Nation would 
te awakened to cry mightily unto God, for the ſetting np of a 
Son EE:  &©4 ger 


(376) 


new tabernacle to Chriſt in Scotland; O.if this Kingdom knew 
how worthy Chriſt were of his room! His worth was ever 
above man's eſtimation ofhim ; And for my ſelf I am pained 
at the heart , that I cannot finde my ſelf diſpoled to leaye my {elf 
& goe wholly in to Chriſt : Alas that there should be one bit 
of meourt ofhim, and that we have too much liberty and l4- 
titude for our ſelves, and our own eaſe, and credit, &ple- 
ſures; & ſoo little room for All love-worthy Chriſt ! O what 
pains & charges it cofteth Chriſt ere he get us,. & when alli 


done we are uot worth the having : It is a wonder that he 


Should ſeek the like of us, but love overlooketh blackneſs and 
feckleſneſs; for if1t had not: been ſo,, Chriſt would never haye 
made ſo fair & bleſſed a bargain with us, -as the covenant «& 
Grace is, I finde that in all our ſufferings, Chriſt is but rideing 
marches, that every one of us may ſay, Mme & Thine, and 
that men may know by their croſſes, how weak a bottom nature 
is toſtand under a trial; that the end , which our Lord intendeth 
in all our ſufferings, is, to bring Grace in court and requeſt 
amongſt us: I would ſuccumb and come $hort of heaven, if 
T had no more but my own ftrength to ſupport. me , and if 
Chriſt should ſay to me, Ether doe or die , it. were eaſie tode- 
termine what should become of me, the choice were eaſie, for! 
behooved to die, if Chriſt should paſle by with ſtraitned bowels: 
and who then would take us up in our ſtraits? I know we way 
ſay that Chriſt is kindeſt in his love, when we are our weak- 
eſt, andthat if Chriſt had not been to the fore in our ſad day- 
Es, the waters had gone over our ſoul : His mercy hath: 
ſet period and appointed place., how far & no further the ſeadf 
aſtliction shall flow,and where the waves there of shall be ſtayed: 
he preſeribeth how much pain and ſorrow both for weight and 
meaſure , we mult have: Ye have then good cauſe to recall your 
love from all lovers and give it to Chriſt: He who is afflicted in all 
your afflictions, looketh not on you in your ſad hours with an in- 
ſenſible heart or dry eyes: All theLords {aints may ſee,that it islok 


love which is beſtowed upon this perishing world: death & judge-| 


ment will make men lament that ever their miſcarrying hearts 
earryed them to lay& lavich out their loye upon falſe ———_ 
. _- - 5 nig 
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& night-dreams.Alas that Chriſt should fare the worſe,becauſe of 
his own goodnels , jn making peace & the goſpel to ride together, 


B& that we have uever yet weighed the worth of Chriſt in his 


ordinances , & that now we are like to be deprived of the well, 
ere we haye taſted the ſweetneſs of the water : it may be with 


« | watery eyes and a wet tace and wearied feet , we ſeek Chriſt & 
- | shall not finde him. Oh that this land were humbled in time, and 


by prayers > cryes & humiliation, would bring Chriſt in at the 
| +48 5 again, now, when his back is turned toward us 


and he is gone to the threshold & his one foot as it were] is out 


ofthe door : Iam ſure his departure is our deſerving , we have 
bought it with our iniquities; for even the Lord's own chil- 
dren are fallen aſleep: And alas profeſſours are made all of 
chews & fashions, and are not at pains to recover themlelves 
again: Every one hath his ſet meaſure of faith & holineſs, and 
contenteth himſelf with a ſtinted meaſure of godlineſs ,. as if 
that were enough to bring them to heaven : We forget, that as 
our gifts and light grow , ſo God's gain and the intereſt of 
his talents should grow alſo , and that we cannot pay God 
with the old uſe and wont [| as we uſe to ſpeak] which we gave 


«|| him ſeven yeers agoe ; for this were to mock the Lord and . 
to make price with him as we liſt, O what difficulty is there 
| inour chriſtian journey, & how often come we short of many - 


thouſand things that are Chriſt's due, and we conſider not 


« | how far our dear Lord is behinde with us! Mfireſr, I cannot 


render.yon thanks as I would for your -kindnefſs to my Brother , 
a oppreſſed ſtranger; but I remember you unto the Lord as 
Iam able; I entreat you think upon me his priſoner , & pray 
that the Lord would be pleaſed to give me room to ſpeak to his 
people 1n his name, Grace grace be with you, 


Aberd. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord 
and Maſter, S,R, 


(378) 
7 FULWOOD Tower. 
Much honoured Sir, (195) 


GH mercy & peace be to you : Upon the report d 
this worthy bearer concerning you , I thought good 


tat 


MING 
T3 


ſpeak a word to you; It is enough for acquaintance that wii 
are one1in' Chriſt: My earneſt defire to you 1s, that ye woullſ, 
I the fear of God , compare your inch & hand-breadth oftins' 
with vaſte Eternity , & your thoughts of this now fair , bloon. 


ingand green werld, with the thoughts ye shall have ofi 


when corruptien & worms shall make their houſes in your es 


Holes.: & $hall eat your flesch & make that body dry bone, 


if ye doe fo, I know then, that your light of 'this world 


vanity shall be more clear then now it is; And I am peſſh* 


Twaded ye hall then think, that mens labours for thi 
Clay-idol are to be laughed at : Therefore come near af 


take a view of that tranſparent beauty that is in Chriſt, whid « 


would buſie the love of ten thouſand millions of worldi 


& Angels, & hould them all at work : Surely I am pri... 
ed that men will not ſpend their whole love npon that royal&Þ.: 


princely Welbeloved , that High & lofty One: For it 15 curſed 
love that runneth another way then upon him, And for ny 


ſelf, if I had ten loves & ten ſouls, O how glad would [bei 


he would break in upon me & take poſſeſſion of them all ! Wor, fhe. 
woe is me, that He & I are ſo far aſunder ! I hope we shallbeÞ, 


in one countrey & one houſe together: truly pain of love-fick- 
neſs for Jeſus, maketh meto think it long , long , long tothe 
dawning of that day. Oh that he would cut short years & mo- 
neths & hours , & overleap Time , that we might meet ! Andfor 
this truth , Sir , that ye profeſs . I avow before the world of men 


& Angels, that itis the way & onely way to our countrey , the 


reſt are by.wayes ; & that what I ſuffer for, is the apple 


Chriſt's eye , even his honour as Law-giver & King of hs 


Church, I think death too little ere I forſook it. Doe not , S,Þ 


I beſeech you in the Lord, make Chriſt's court thinner by draw- 
ing back from him , it is too thin already ; for I dare pledge my 


heaven upon it , beshall win this plea, & the fools that _ 
| a 


S 


(379) 


ent him Shall loſe the wager which is their part of ſalvation » 
except they take better heed to their wayes. Sir, free grace 
at-we give not hire for, is ajewel our Lord givethto few : 
Stand faſt in the hope ye are called unto : Our Mafter will rend 
xe clouds & will be upon us quickly, & clear our cauſe , & 
ri}g us all out 1n our black's & white's : Clean clean garments 
a the Bridegroom's'eye , are of great worth : Step over this 
” "Bhand-breadth of world's glory, in to our Lord's new world of 
mrace , &.ye will laugh at the feathers that children are chaſing 
Kntheair. I verily judge that this Inne , men are building their 
neſtin, is not worthagdrink of cold water, It is a rainny and 
fmoky houſe, beſt we come out of it, leſt we be choked with 
he ſmoke thereof. O.that my adverſaries knew how ſweet my 
jphs for Chriſt are ,: & what it were for a ſinner tolay his head 
"Wbctween Chriſt's. breaſts, & to be over head & ears in Chriſt's 
ye! Alas , I cannot cauſe paper ſpeak the height & breadth & 
depth of it ! I haye not a ballance to weigh my Lord Jeſus's 
worth , heaven, ten heavens would not be the beam of a bale 
ce; to weigh him in, I muſt give over praiſing of him , Angels 
"Ke but littleof him _- O if that fair one, would take off the mask 
off his fair face , that T might ſee him a kiſs of him through his 
nask is half a heaven, O day , dawn ! © time , run faſt! 
) Bridegroom , poſt, poſt faſt that we may meet! O hea 
ens, Cleaye 1n two, that, that bright. face & head may {er it 
efthrough the clouds! O that the corn were ripe & this world 


_ prepared for his hook ! Sr , be pleaſed to remember a priſaner's 
bs bonds, Grace be with you, 

- mo. Aberd, July 19. Yours in his ſweet I.ord 

d for 1637. Feſw, S, R. 

man — qp—_—_—_— 
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ff his 
Sir , My very dear Brother, (196) 


_ 7 eknow , that men may take their ſweet fill of the ſowre 


nah aw in Grace's groynd & betwixt the Mediater's breaſts , 
ink and 
> p 
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and this is finners ſafeſt way;for there is a bed for wearied ſinners 
toreſtthem in, in the new Covenant, though no bed of Chriſt 
making to ſleepin: The Law hall never be'my doomſter'by 
Chriſt's grace, if Iget no more good of it : I shall finde a fore 
enough doom in the Goſpel to humble & tocaft me down: Itis 
[I grant] a good rough friend to follow a traitour to the br 
& to back him till he come to Chriſt : We may blame our. 
ves who cauſe the Law to crave well paid debt , to ſcar 
away from Jeſus & diſpute about a righteouſneſs of our own, a 
world in the moon , a chimers, & a night-dream , that prideis 
Father & mother to : There cannot be a more humble ſoul then 
a beleever , it is no pride fora drowning man to catch hold of 
rock. I rejoyce that the wheels of this confuſed world, arerolle 
& cogged & driven according as our Lord will: Out of whatever 
airth the wind blow, it will blow us en our Lord : Nowind 
can blow our ſailes over-board ; becauſe Chriſt's skill , &the 
honour of his wiſdom . are: empawned & laid down at the ſtake 
for the ſea-paſſengers,. that he hall put them fafe off his hand 
on the shore, in his farher*'s known bounds , our native home 
ground. My dear Brother , ſcar not ar the croſs of Chriſt: lt 
is not ſeen yet , what Chriſt will doe for you , when it cometh 
tothe worſt : He will keep his grace till ye be at a ftrait , & then 
bring forth the decreed birth for your ſalyation : Yeare an arrow 
of his own making , let him shoot you againſt a wall of brab, 
your point shall keep whole. I cannot for mnltitude of letters & 
diſtraQions of friends prepare what I would for the times : Ihave 
not one hour of ſpare time, ſuppoſe. tbe day were fourtie hour 
long, Remember me in prayer: Grace be with you. 


Aberd. Sept. 5. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637.  Feſw, S. R. 


|. 
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To his Reverend er Dear Brother 
++ DAVID DICKSON 


(197) 


My R eyerend & Dear Brother. 


Fear ye have never known me well: If ye ſaw my inners 

4 fide, it is poſlible' ye would pitie me, but ye would hard- 
ly give me either love or reſpe&t: Men miſtake me the whole 
ength of the heaven's : My fins prevaile oyer me & the ter- 
rors of their guiltineſs: I am put often to ask, if Chriſt & I 
did ever shake hands together in carneſt, I mean not that my 
feaſt-dayes are quite gone; but I am made of extremities: I | 
pray God ye never have the woefull & driery experienceofa |} 
cloſed mouth; for then ye shall judge the ſparrows that may | 
ſing in the Church ef Irwin , bleſſed birds: But my ſoul hath } 
been refreshed & watered, when I hear of your courage & | 
zeal for your neyer-enough-praiſed , praiſed Maſter, in that Þ 
ye put the men of God , chaſed out of Ireland, towork: O | 
if I could confirm you ! I dare ſay in God's preſence , That | 
thu shall never haſten your ſuffering » but shall be David Dick= Þ 
ſon's fea and ſpeaking joy, that while he had time and leiſure, | 
he put many to work , to lift up Feſus , his ſweet maſter , highin | 
the skies, O man of God, goe on, goe on, be valient for | 
that plant of renown , for that chief among ten thouſands, | 
for that Prince of the Kings of the earth : It is but little that | 
I know of God , yet this I dare write , Chriſt «hall be glorified | 
e David Dickſon , howdeit Scotland be not gathered : I am | 
pained, pained , that I haye not more to give my ſweet bride» | 
groom: His comforts to me are not dealt with a niggard's | 
hand, bur I would fain learn not to idolize comfort, ſenſe, | 
Joy , and ſweet felt-preſence : All theſe are but crea- | 
tures , and nothing but the kingly robe , the Gold-ring | 
and the Bracelets of the Bridegroom : The. Bridegroom | 
himſelf is better then all the ornaments that are _ 

im, 
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him, Now, IT would not ſo much have theſe, as God hin 
ſelf, & to be ſwallowed up of love to Chriſt; I ſee in delight, 
ing in a communion with Chrift , we may ntake moe Gods then 
one-, but however , all was but bairns-play between Chris 
& me till now : If one would have ſworniunto me , I woulq 
not have beleeved, what may be found in Chriſt : I hope ye 
pitie my pain that much in my priſon, as to help me your ſelf, 
'- & to caule others help me a Dyvour , a ſintull wretched Dyvour 
to pay ſome of my debts. of praiſe to my great King: Let 

God be judge & witneſs, if my ſoul would not have {ſweet ek 
& comiort , to haye many hearts confirmed in Chriſt, & enlarge 
ed with his love, & many tongues ſet on work to ſet on high 
my Royal & princely welbeloved. O that my ſufferings could 

ay tribute to ſuch a King! I have given over wondering at 
: love : for Chriſt hath manifeſted a piece of art upon me, 
that I never revealed to any living: He hath gotten fair and 
rich employment, & ſweet fale, & a goodly market for hiz 
honourable calling of shewing mercy , on me the chief of ſinners : 
Every one knoweth not ſo well as I doe, my woefully often» 
broken covenants; My fins againſt light working in the yery 
aft of ſinning , hath been met with admirable mercy : But 
Alas! He will get nothing back again but wretched unthank- 
fulneſs ! Tam ſure, if Chriſt pitie any thing in me , next tomy 
fin, it is pain of love for an armfull & ſoul-full of himſelf, in 
faith, love & begun fruition : My ſorrow is, that I cannot get 
Chriſt lifted off the duſt in Scotland, & ſet on high above all 
the skies & heaven of heavens. | 


Aberd. May 1, Tours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Feſus , S.R. 


= 


m_—_———_ 


(383) 
To His Reverend &+ dear Brother 
Mr JOHN LIVINGSTONE. 


My Reverend &- dear Brother. (198) 


Race , mercy & peace be to you: I long to hear from 
you , & to be refreshed with the comforts of the bride 

of our Lord ſeſus in Ireland : I ſuffer with you in grief , for the 
dsh that your deſires to be at N. E : have received of late - 
But if our Lord , who hath skill to bring up his children, had not 
ſen it your beſt , it should not have befallen you : Hold 
your peace & ſtay your ſelyes upon the holy one of Iſrael; heark- 
en what he faith 1n croſſing of your defires , he will ſpeak peace 
to his people, I am here removed from my flock , & ſilenced & 
confined in Aberder , for the teſtimony of Jeſus; And I have 
been confined in ſpirit alſo with deſertions & challenges : IL 
eve in a bill of quarrels & complaints of unkindnelſs againſt 
Chriſt, who ſeemed to caſt me over the dike of the vineyard asa 
dry tree , & ſeparated me from the Lord*s inheritance : But high, 
high & loud praiſes be to our royal crowned King in Zion, 
that he hath not burnt the dry branch : I $hall yetlive & ſee 
his glory. Your Mother-church for her whoredom is like to be 
aſt off: The bairns may break their heart to ſee ſuch chiding 
betwixt the husband & the wife. Our Clergie is upon a Reconci- 
lation with the Lutherians, & the DoFors are writing books , 
& drawing up a Common Confeſſion at the Councel*s command : 
Our Serwice-book is proclaimed with found of trumpet: The 
gight is fallen down upon the Prophers ; Scotland”s day of 
nlitation is come : It is time for the bride to weep, while 
Chriſt is a ſaying , He wil chuſe another wife : But ourskie will 
Clear again 5 The dry branch of cut-down Lebanon will bud a- 
gain & be glorious , & they shall yet plant vines upon our moun- 
tains, Now, My dear Brother , 1 write to you for this. end , 
that ye may help meta praiſe , and ſeek help of others with you 
that God may be glorified in my bonds, My Lord jeius _ 
taken 
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taken the withered dry ſtranger & his broken-in-heart priſoner, 
into his houſe of wine: O! OQ, If ye & all Scotland, & 
our brethren with you , knew how I am feafted ! Chriſt's hoy 
combs drop comforts : He dineth with his priſoner, & th 
King”s ſpikenard caſteth a ſmell: The. Devil cannot get it den; 
ed, but we ſuffer for the apple of Chriſt's eye , his royalpr, 
Togatives as King & Law-giver : Let us not fearor faint, 
will have his Goſpel once again rouped in S:0:/and , & haveths 
matter going to vo!ces, to ſee who will ſay, let Chriſt be crown. 
ed King in Scotland ; It is true, Antichriſt ſtirreth his tail 
but I love a rumbling & raging Devil in the kirk [ ſince th 
Chureh militant cannot,or may nor want aDevil to trouble her] 
rather then a ſubtile or ſleeping Devil : Chriſt never yet got; 
bride without ſtroke of ſword ; Ir is now nigh the bridegroom); 
entring in to his chamber ? let us awake & goe in with him : | 
bear your nzme to Chriſt's door: I pray you, Dear Brothy, 
forget me not: Let me hear from you by Letter, & I char: 
you , ſmother not Chriſt's bounty towards me; I write what 
have found of him in the houſe of my pilgrimage, Remember 
my love to all our brethren & ſiſters there, The keeper ofthe 
vineyard watch for his beſieged City & for you. 


Aberd. Feb 7. Tour brother &+ fellow. 
1637. ſufferer , S, R. 


R—  ———— 


To Mr EPHRAIM MELVIN. 


Reverend Of dear Brother. (199) 
T Received your letter & am contented with all my heart thit 


our acquaintance in our Lord continue. I am wreſtling 1} 
dow, up the mount with Chriſt's croſs; My ſecond is kinde&} 


able to help. As for yonr queſtions, becauſe of my manitold 
diſtractions, & letters to multitudes, I have not time to anſwer 
them: What $hall be faid in common for that , hall be 
imparted to you ; for I am upon theſe queſtions; therefore 


ſpare me a little, for the Service-book would take a great a 
| 00k WOUIG Lake "_ 
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but I think , Sicu# deoſculatio religioſa imaginss aut etiam ele+ 
mentorum , eft in ſe edololatria externa , etfi intentio deoſculandi tors 
quanta in attu eſt, feratur in Deum axeprormumay , ita genicalatis 
cram pane , quando mempe ex inſtituto torus homo externus & inter= 
mw verſari debeat cirea elementaria figna, eſt adoratio relativa, &f 
adoratio 1pſins pants, Ratio : Tutentio adorundi objeFum materia= 
þ, non eſt de efſentia externe adorationis, ut patet in deoſculstio- 
ne religioſa. Sie geniculatio coram imagine Babylonica , ell ex= 
terna adoratio imagints, etſitres pueri mente intendiſſent adorare 
Fuhrvam. Sic qui ex metu ſolo, aut ſpe pretii aut manis glorie , 
geniculatur coram aureo vitulo Feroboami (quod ab ipſo rege , qui 
mls rehgione induffus , ſed libidine dominandi tantum , vitu- 
lm erexit , fafitatumeſſe , textus ſatis Iuculenter clamat) adoras 
vitulum externa adoratine , eſto quod putaret witulum efſe meram 
creautram z © honore nullo dignum : quia geniculatio, ſive nos 
nlum is ſive volumus , ex inflituto Dei & nature , in ain reli- 
gioſs , eft ſymbolum religioſe adorationis : Ergo ficut panis ſiguat 
arpu Chriſt: etſi abſit aus omnts noſtre intentionis , ſic religioſa 
genicuiatio ſublata omni intentione humana, eſt externa aderario 
penis coram quo adoramus , ut coram ſigno vicario & repreſentativo 
Dei; Thus recommending you to God's tender mercy , I de- 
fire that ye would remember me to God : ſanKification shall 
ſettle you moſt in the truth. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. es _ _ Chriſt 
eſus , S.R. 


——_ —— —— 


Toa Gentle woman upon the death 
of her husband. 


WISTARLSTSS. (200) 


(Ghaces mercy & peace be to you: I cannot but rejoyce ; 


and with all be grieved at your caſe: It hath pleaſed th 
Lord to remove your husband » [my friend; & this Kirk faiths 
full profeſſor] ſoon to his reſt? but shall we be ſorry , that oar 
B b | loſls 
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loſſe is his gain , ſeeing his Lord would want his company no 
longer ; think not much of short ſummonds, for ſeeing he | | 
walked with his Lord in his life & defired that Chriſt should be | | 
magnified in him at his death , ye ought to be filent and fatisfied; 
When Chrift cometh for his own, he runneth faſt; meicy. mercy 
to the ſaints goeth not atleiſure ; love, love in our Redeemer ( 
1s not {low, & withall he is homely with you , who comethat } 
his own hand to your houſe and intrometerh as a friend with any } ;, 
thing that is yours : Ithink he would fain borrow & lend with | , 
you. Now he $hall meet with the folacious company , thefair | , 
flock aud bleſſed bairn-time of the firſt-bora , banquettingat y 
the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb. Ir is mercy that the poor 
wandring sheep get a dike-fide in this ſtormie day , and a lecking 
Shipa ſafe harbor, & a ſea-fick paſſenger a ſound and ſoft bed: 
Shore, Wrath , wrath , wrath from the Lord is coming uponthis Þ © 
land that he hath left behinde him : know therefore that your 
LordJeſus his wounds,are the wounds of a lover,and that hell 
'have compaſſion upon aſad hearted ſeryant and that Chriſt hath 
aid, he will have the husbands room in your heart, he lovedyou 
'4n your firſt husband*s time , and he 1s but wooeing you ſtill, give 
him heart and chair, houſe and all ; he will not be made com- 
panion with any other , love is full of Jealouſies , he will have 
all your love, and who should get it but He? I know yeallow ( 
it upon him, there are comforts both ſweet & ſatisfying , laidup} ;, 
for you, wait on,friſt Chriſt,he is an honeſt debter.Now for mineY +; 
own caſe , Ithink ſome poor body would be glad of a daredpri- 
foner”s leavings, I have no ſcarcitie of Chriſt's love , he hath 
waſted moe comforts upon his poor banished ſervant , theny :_ 
would have refreshed many ſouls: my burden was once ſoherf 1. 
vie that one ounce weight would have caften the ballences yoo 
broken my back , but Chriſt ſaid , hold, hold to my ſorrow, |. 
& hath wiped a bluthered face, which was foul with weeping, 
I may joyfully goe my Lord's errands with wages in my hands; 
deferred hopes need not to make me dead ſwier[ as we uſeto ay] 
my .croſle is both my croſſe & my reward, Oh that men would 
found his high praiſes! I love Chriſt's worſt reproaches: hi 
- glogms , his croſle , better then all this world's plaſtered mY 
; oa mar pact akon Fuca Fl 
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my heart 1s not longing to be back again from Chriſt's countrey , 
i'sa ſweet ſoile I am cometo I, [ if any in the world] have good 
cauſe ro ſpeak much good of him, O Hell were a good cheap 
price to buy him at! Oh if all the three Kingdoms were wit= | 
nefſes to my pained , pained ſoul, overcome & wounded with 

Chriſt's love Ithank you moſt kindly , my aear Siſter, for your 
love & tender care to my brother, I will think my {elf obliged 
toyou if ye continue his friend , he is more to me then a brother 
now, being engaged to ſuffer for {o honourable a maſter and 


cauſe. pray for Chriſrs priſoner , and Grace, grace be with 
you, 


Aberd. March. 7. Tours in his ſweet Lord 
1636. Feſws. S. R. 


— 


To His reverend &> dear Brother 
Mr JOBN NEVAY. 


My reverend & dear Brother, (201 ) 


(7 ac* » mercy & peace be toyou: Ihaveexceeding many 

[ write to,clſe I would be kinder in paper. I rejoyce that my. 
ſweet Maſter hath any to back him : Thick, thick may my royal 
Kings Court be : O that his Kingdom, might grow ! It weremy 
joy to have his houſe full of gueſts. Except that I have ſome 
coudy dayes, for the moſt part I have a King's life with Chriſt, he 
s all perfumed with the powders of the marchant, he hath a 
Kings face & a King's ſmell , his chariot wherein be carrieth his 
poor priſoner is of the wood of Lebanvn, it is paved with love , 
Is not that ſoft ground to walk or lie on? I think better. of 


| Girittthenever I did , my thoughts of his loye grow & ſwell on 


me, I never write to any of him fo much asT have felt. Oh if 
| could write a book of Chriſt & of his love ! Suppoſe I were 
made white ashes & burnt for this ſame truth that men count 
but as knots of ſtraws, it were my gain, if my ashescould 
proclaim the worth, exccllency & loye of my Lord Jeſus : 
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There is much telling in Chriſt, I give over the weighing of 
him, Heaven would not be the beam of a vallance to weigh 
him in. What eyes be on me, or what wind of tongues be on 
me, Icarenot : Let me ſtand in this ſtage in the fools coat & a& 
a fools part to the reſt of this nation : If 1 can ſet my welbeloy- 
ed on high & witneſs fair for him , a fig for their Hoſanna : If 
I can roll my {ſelf in a lap of Chrift's garment, I will lie there 
& laugh at the thoughts of dying bits of clay, Brother, we 
have cauſe to weep for our harlot-morher , her husband is ſend. 
ing her to Rome's brothell-houſe , which. is the gateshe liketh 
well: Yet I perſwade you, there shall be a fair after-growth 
for Chriſt in Scotland , & this Church shall fing the Bridegroom's 
welcome-home again to his own houſe : The worms hall eat 
them firſt, ere they cauſe Chritttake good-night at Scotland. I 
am here aſſaulred with the DoCtors gune but I bleſs the father of 
lights they draw not blood of truth. I finde no lodging in the 
heart of natural men , who are cold friends to my Maſter : I pray 
you, Remember my love to that Gentleman A. C. My heart, 
1s knit to him , becauſe he & I have one Maſter. Remember my 
bands , & preſent my ſervice to my Lord & my Lady . I wi 
Chriſt may be dearer to them, then to many of theirplace- 
Grace be with you, | 


Aberd. July x. Tours in his fweet Lord 
1637. Feſw, S. R. 
Tomy Lady B OY D 
MD & MO Taos] 


Race, mercy & peace be toyou : Few [[ beleeye] know 
the pain & torment of Chriſt's friſted love , friſting of 
Chriſt's preſence is a matter of torment. I know a poor ſoul 
that would lay all oars in the water for a banquet or feaſtot 
Chriſt's love, I cannot think but it muſt be uptaking & ſweet 
to ice the white & red of Chriſt's fair face;for he is white or rudy 


&+ the chiefeft among ren thouſands , Cant. 5y 10. I am ſure = 
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muſt be a well made face of his , heaven muſt be in his viſage's 
glory, glory for eyermore muſt fit on his countenance. I dare 
not curſe the mask & covering that is on his face, but O if 
there were a hole in it! O if God would tear the mask ! Fy, 
fy upon us, We were never shamed till now , that we doe not 
proclaim our pining & languishing for him. Iam ſure, never 
tongue ſpake of Chrilt as he is: 1am ſtill of that minde and ſtill 
will be, that we wrong & under yalue that holy , holy Onein 
having ſuch shourt and shallow thoughts of his weight & worth. 
Oif I could have but leave to ſtand beſide & ſee theFather weigh 
Chriſt the Son , if it were poſſible ! But how every one of 
them comprehendeth another, we who have eyes of clay cannot 


| comprehend , Bur it 1s pity for eyermore & more then shame , 


that ſuch an one as Chriit, should fit in heaven his alone for us : 
To'goe up thither one*s errand and on purpoſe toſee , were no 
ſmall glory, O that he would ſtrike out windows & fair and 
great lights in this old houſe, this tallen down ſoul , and then 
jet the ſoul near hand Chrift , that the rays & beams of light & 
the ſoul-delighting glances of the fair , fair God-head, might 
Shine in at the windows & fill the houſe! A fairer & more near 
& direct ſight of Chriſt woald make room for his love , for we 
are but pinched & ſtraitned in his loves Alas it were eaſy to meg» 
ſure & weigh all the love that we have tor Chriſt by inches and 
ounces! Alas that we $should love by meaſure & weight , and 
not rather have floods & feaſts of ChriA*s love ! Oh that Chritt 
would break down the old narrow veſlels of theſe narrow &ebbe 
fouls, & make fair , deep , wide & broad ſouls, to hold a ſea & 
a full tide flowing over all it's banks , of Chriſt's love ! Oh 
that the Almighty would give me my requeſt ! That I might 
ke Chriſt come to his temple again | as he 1s minting & it's like 
minding to doe] & itthe land were humbled, the judgements 
threatned are with this re{ervation I know , if we shall turn and 
revent, O what heaven should we want on earth , to ſee Scor- 
land's moon like the light of the Sun & Scor/ana”s ſun - light 
ſeven fold like the light of ſeven days, in the day that the Lord 
bindeth ,up the breach of his people & healeth the ftroke of their 
wounds! /ſa. 30: 26, Alas that we will not pull & draw 

Bb 3 Chriſt 
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Chriſt to his old tents again , to come & feed among the lilies 
till the day break & shadows flee away! O that the Nobles would 

oe on inthe ſtrength & courage of the Lord to bring our law. 
Fall King Jeſus home again! Iam perſwaded he $hall return 
again in glory to this land bnt happy were they who could 
help to convoy him to his ſanctuary & ſet him again up upon the 
mercy-ſeat betwixt the Cherub:ms. O Sun return to darkned 
Britam | O faireſt among all the ſons of men! O moſt ex- 
celent One,come home again, come home & win the praiſes & 
bleſſings of the mourners in Zioz, the priſoners of hope that 
wait for thee! I know he can alſo triumph in ſuffering, & 
weep & reign, & die& triumph , & remain in priſon & yet 
ſubdue his enemies: But how happy were to ſee the corona- 
tion day of Chrift,to ſee his mother who bare him put the crown 
upon his head again, & cry with shouting rill the earth should 
ring , Let 7eſus our Ring live "ON relgn for evermore ! Grace, 
grace be with your Ls. 

Aberd. 1637, Your La : at all obedicnce in 
Chriſt, S. R. 


To Mr ALEXANDER COLVILL. 
Of Blazr. 


Much honoured Sir. (203) 


-Race, mercy & peace be toyou : T would defire to know 

how my Lord took my letter I ſent him , & how he is: 
T deſire nothing but that he be faſt and honeſt to my royal 
Maſter & King, Iam well every way, all praiſe to him in 
whoſe books I muſt ſtand for ever as his debter : Onely my 
filence paineth me : Thad one joy out of heayen next to Chriit 
my Lord , & that was to preach him to this faithleſs generation, 
& they have taken that from me : It was to me as the poor man's 
one eye& they have put out that eye. I know the violence 
done te me & his poor be-reft Bride, is come up before the ED 
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& ſuppoſe I ſee not the other fide of my croſs, or what my Lord 
will bring out of it; yet I beleeye the viſionshall not rarry , & 
that Chriſt 1son his journey for my deliverance, he goeth not 
lowly but paſſeth over ten mountains at one ſtride: In the 
mean time , I am pained with his love, becauſe I want reall poſ- 
ſeſſion , when. Chrlft cometh he ſtayeth not long, but cer- 
tanly the blowing of his breath upon a poor ſoul is heaven up- 
on earth , & when the wind turneth into the North & he goeth 
away , Idietill the wind change in the Weſt & he yiſite his pri- 
ſoner: But he holdeth me not often at his door. Iam richly 
repayed for ſuffering for him. O ifall Scorland were as Iam, 
except my bonds! O what pain I have, becauſe I cannot get 
him praiſed by my ſufferings! O that heaven, within and 
without , & the earth were paper, &all the rivers, fountains 
&ſeaswereink , & I able to write all the papcr within & with» 
out, full of his praiſes & love & excellency , to be read by 
man & Angel! Nay this is little , I ow my heaven for 
Chriſt, & to deſire, howbeit I should neyer enter in at the 
rates of the new Feruſalem, to ſend my love & my praiſes over 
the wall to Chriſt. Alas that Time & Days lie betwixt him & 
me, & adjourn our meeting ! It is my part tocry , O when w;#/ 
thenight be paſt &+ the day aan , that we shall ſee one another | Be 
pleaſed to remember my ſervice to my Lord to whom I wrote , 
&hew him , that for his affeftion to me , I cannot but pray for 
him & earneſtly deſire that Chrift miſs him not out of the roll 
oftheſe who are his witneſſes, now , when his kingly honour is 
called in queſtion ; Itis his honour to hold up Chriſt's royal 
rain & to be an inſtrument to hold the crown upon Chriſt's 
head: Shew him , becauſe I love his true honour & ſtanding , 
that this is my earneſt deſire for him. Now I bleſs you, & the 
prayers of ChriſPs priſoner come upon you , & his ſweeteſt pre- 
knce whom ye ſerve in the ſpirit accompany you, 


Aberd. June 23: Tours at all obliged obedience 
1637. in Chriſt, S. R. 
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7 & JOHEMNROW 


Reverend & dear Brother, (204) 


Received yours:I bleſs his high & great name, Tlike my ſer 
I Maſter ſtill the longer the better : A light of his croſs is more 

awſom then the weight of it. I think the worſt things of Chrif, 
everr his reproaches & his croſs [ when I look on theſe not with 
bleared eyes] far rather to be choſen then,the laughter & worn. 
eaten joys of my adverſaries. Oh that they were as I am, ex, 
cept my bonds ! My witneſs is above, my Miniſtery next to 
Chriſt 1s deareſt to me of any thing , but I lay it down x 
Chriſt's feet for his glory & his honour as ſupreme Law-giyer, 
which is dearer to me. My dear Brother, if ye will receiyethe 
teſtimony of a poor priſoner of Chriſt , who dare not now dif 
{ſemble for the world , I b=leeye certainly & expe thanks from 
the Prince of the Kings ofthe earth , for my poor hazards [ſuc 
as they are] for his honourable cauſe, whom I can never enough 
extoll for his running-over love to my ſad ſoul, fince l cam 
hither, O that I could get him {ſer on high & praiſed ! I {eek 
no more asthe top & root of my deſires, but that Chriſt may 
make glory to himſelf & edification to the weaker out of my 
Jufferings. I defire ye would help me both to pray &praik 
Grace be with you. 


Aberd. July 8. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. | Feſus, S, R. 


| Tothe Lady 
GCULE WS 9. 


MAD AM, (205) 


G Race , mercy & peace be to you : Iam much refreshed 
” with your letter, now atlength come to me, [I finde nl 
, 
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Lord Jeſus cometh not in that preciſe way that I lay wait for 
him » he hath a gate of his own: O how high are his wayes 
' | above my wayes ! I ſee but little of him - Ir is beſt not to 

offer to learn him aleflon, but to give him abſolutely his own 

will in coming, going , ebbing, flowing & in the manner of 
(mee his gracious working. I want nothing but a back burthen 
more} of Chriſt's love: I would goe, through hell & the thick ofthe 
brit, | damned Devils to have a hearty feaſt of Chriſt'sloye! for he 
with | hath tettered me with his love, & run away & left me a chained 
orm-| man. Woe is me that I was ſo looſe, rash, vain & graceleſs 
, &-f in my unbeleeving thoughts of Chriſt's love : But what can a 
xttoff ſoul under a non-entry | when my rights were wod-ſet and 
va af loſt] doe elſe , but make a falſe libel againſt Chrift's love? 
iver,ſ} 1 know your ſelf , Madam , and many moe will be wit- 
etheſſ| nefſes againſt me , if I repent not of my unbelief ; for 
v diff} 1 have been ſeeking the Pope's wares, ſome hire for 
fron grace within my ſelf : IT have not learned as I should 
[ſuck doe, to put my ſtock 8& all my treaſure in Chriſt's hand , but 
oughÞ 1 would have a ftock of mine own, & ere I was aware, I was take 
came ing hire tobe the Law*s advocate, to ſeek Juſtification by works : 
ſeek} I forgot that grace 1s the onely garland that 1s worn in heaven 
may upon the heads of the glorified: And now I half rejoyce that 
f my] I have ſickneſs forChriſt to work upon-tincel muſt have wounds, 
Yak well's my ſoul I have a day's work for my Phyſician, Chriſt: I 
| hope to give Chriſt his own calling , it ſetteth him tull well to 
| cure diſeaſes. My ebbings are very low & the tide is far out 
| when my. Beloved goeth away; & then I cry, Oh cruelty ! to 

put out the poor man's one eye & that , that was my joy next to 
— || Chriſt, to preach my welbeloved, then I make a noiſe about 

Chrift's houſe, looking unconth-like in at his window & caſting 

my. love & my deſires over the wall, ti}] God ſend better. L 

am often content my bill lie in heaven , till the day of my de- 

parture , providing I had aſſurance that mercy shall be written 

on the back of it : I would not care for on-waiting , but 

when I draw in a tired arm & empty hand withal, itis much ta 
shedſ| me, to keep my thoughts in order ; but I will not get a gate for 
mf} Chrif®sSloye: When I have done all I can I would fain yeeld to 
Lord Bb 5 Th 
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his ftream, & row with Chriſt & not againſt him. But while] 
live, I ſee, that Chriſt's Kingdom in me will not be peacable, 
ſo many thoughts 1n me riſe up againſt his honour & king] 
power. Surely I have not exprefled all his ſweet kindneſs to 
me, I ſpare to doe it leſt I be deemed to ſeek my ſelf; but his 
breath hath ſmelled of the powder of the merchants & of the 
King's {pikenard, I think I conceive new thoughts of heaven, 
becauſe the Carde & the Mappe of Heaven thar he letteth me 
now ſee, is ſo fair, & ſoſweet: Iam ſure we are niggards & 
ſparing bodies in ſeeking: I verily judge , we know not how 
much may be had in this life, there is yer ſom thing beyond 
al we ſee, that ſeeking would light upon. O that my loye- 
ſickneſs would put me to a. buſineis , when all the worldare 
ſound ſleeping , ro cry & knock . But the truth 1s, fince [ 
came hither, I have been wondering , that after my impor- 
tunity to have my fill of Chriſt's love, I have not gotten a 
reall fign , but have come from him crying , hunger , hunger, 
I think Chriſtletteth me ſee meat in my extremity of hunger, & 
giveth me none of it: When I am near the apple he draweth 
back his hand & goeth away, to cauſe me follow : And again 
when I am within an arm-length to the apple he maketh a new 
break to the gate, & I have him to ſeek of new: He ſeem- 
eth not to pity my dwining & my {wooning for his love. [ 
dare ſometimes put my hunger over to him to be judged, ifI 
would not buy him with a thouſand years in the hotteit furnace 
in hell , ſobeing I might enjoy him: But my hunger is fed 
with want & abſence: I hunger & I have not, bur my com- 
fort is to lie & wait on, & to put my poor ſoul & my ſufferings 
in Chriſt's hand: Let him make any thing out of me, ſobeing 
he be glorified in my ſalvation , for I know I am madefor 
him : O that my Lord may win his own gracious end in 
me! I will not be at eaſe , while I but ſtand fo far aback: 
O if I were near him & with him , that this poor ſoul might 
be ſatisfied with himſelf! Your ſon in law W. G. 1s now 
truly honoured for his Lord and Maſter's cauſe : when the 
Lord is fanning Zn , it is a good token that he is a true 


branch of the vine , that the Lord beginneth firſt to _ 
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lim: He is ſtrong in his Lord as he hath written to me. and 
his wife is his encourager , which should make you rejoyce. 
For your ſon , who is your grief , your Lord waited on you 
and me till we were ripe and brought us in : It is your 
art to pray & walt upon him; When he is ripe he will be 
ſpoken for, who can command our Lord's wind to blow ? 
I know it shall be your good in the latter end : That is one 
of your waters to heaven , ye could not goe about it, there are 
the fewer behinde, I remember you & him & yours , asI am 
ible: But alas, I am beleeved to be ſomething , & I am no- 
hing but an emptie reed - Wants are my beſt riches, becauſe 
[ have theſe ſupplied by Chriſt. Remember my deareſt love to 
your brother : I know he pleadeth with his harlot-mother 
for her Apoſtaſfie, I know alfo ye are kinde to my worthy 
Lady Kenmire , a woman beloved of the Lord, who hath been 
rery mindfull of my bonds: The Lord give her te finde merey 
k her childe inthe day of Chriſt. Great men are dry and 
cold in doing for me , the tinckling of chains for Chriſt , 
ffrightecrh them 3; but let my Lord break all my idols, I will 
yet bleſs him. I am obliged to my Lord Lorn : Iwish him 
mercy. Remember my bonds with praiſes , and pray for me 
that my Lord may leaven the North by my bands & ſufferings. 
Grace be with you. 


Aberd. July 9. Tours in his ſweet Loyd 
1637. Feſwe, S. R. 


— 


—_—_— 


T7 ALEXANDER GORDON. 
Of Knockgray. 


Dear Brother. (206) 


(3 Race, mercy & peace be to you: There is noqueſtion but our 
mother- church hath a father & that she shal! not die with 
| out 
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out an heir; that her enemies shall not make mount Zion therfphat 
heritage. We ſee, whetherſoever Zion's enemies goe,ſuppole theyſhiith 
dig many miles under the ground, yet our Lord findeth them ou;ſhit t 
and he hath vengeances laid up in ſtore for them , & the poorgf 
needy shall not alwayes be forgotten. Our hope was droupingſh 
& withering , & man was ſaying , what can God make out of thif 
old dry bones of this buried Kirk? The Prelats & their follower 
were 2 grave aboye us: it is like our Lord is to open our graya|ſ 
& purpoſerh to cauſe his two flain witneſles riſe the third day, 
O how long wait I to hear our weeping Lord ſelus ling aganf 
& triumph & rejoyce & divide the ſpoil! I finde it hard wort 
to beleeve when the courſe of providence goeth croſs-wayest i 
our faith, & when miſted ſouls in a dark night cannot know 
Eaſt by Welt, & our ſea Compaſs ſeemeth to fail us: Ever 
man is a beleever in day-light: A fair day ſeemeth to be made 
all of faith & hope: What a trial of gold is it to ſmoke it a little 
bove the fire? Bur to keep gold perfe& yellow-coloured amidt 
the flames & to be turned from veſſel to veſſel, & yet to cauſe our 
furnace ſound & ſpeak & cry the praiſes of the Lord , is anothe Fi 
matter. I know my Lord made me nor for fire, howbeithe 
hath fitted me in ſome meaſure for the fre, I bleſs his high name 
that I wax not pale , neither have I ioft the colour of goldand 
that his fire hath made me ſome what thin & that my Lord 
may pour me in any veſle] he pleaſeth : For a {mall wagerl 
may juſtly quite my part of this world's laughter. give up with 
time , & caſt out with the pleaſures of this world, I know a mat 
who wondered to ſee any in this life laugh & ſport : ſurely our 
Lord ſeeketh this of us , as to any rezoycing in preſent perishing} — 
things. I ſee above all things, & that we may fit down & foli 
legs & arms & ſtretch our ſelves upon Chriſt & laugh at the fer 
thers that children are chafing here : .For I think the men 
this world like children in a dangerous ſtorm in the ſea , that 
play & make ſport with the white foam of the waves rherect, 
coming in to fink & drown them; fo are men making tool 
ſports with the white pleaſures of a ſtormy world that will {ink ( 
them. But alas, what have we to doe with their ſports thitY \ 
they make! If Solomon ſaid of Laughter that it was mater We 
wail 
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n therfhat may we ſay of this world's laughing & ſporting themſelves 
ſe theyſhith gold & ſilver & honours & court & broad large conqueſts , 
m out;hut that they are poor ſouls in the height and rage ofa fever 
Poor&pone mad ! Then a ftraw , a fig for all created {ports and re- 
ping oycing out of Chriſt : Nay I think that this world at it's prime 
t of tf perfetion., when 1t is come to the top of it's excellen= 


OWer, 


and to the bloom , might be bought with an half-penny, 


Travec that it would ſcarce weigh the worth of a drink of water ; 
| day, There is nothing better then to eſteem it our crucified idol, that 
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sdead & {lain, as Pau/did; Gal. 6, 14. Then let pleaſures be 

cified , & riches be crucified , & court & honour be crucified , 
& fince the Apoſtle ſaith, the world 1s crucified to him , we 
may put this world tothe hanged man's doom and to the gal- 
lbwes, & who will give much for a hanged man? & as little 
ghould we give for a hanged & crucified wor/a ; Yet what 
a ſweet ſmell hath this dead carrion.to many fools in the 
world, and how many wooers and ſuirers findeth this hanged 
erion ? Fools are pulling it off the gallowes and conteuding for 
it, O when shall welearn to be mortitied men , & to have our 
flloftheſe things that haye but rheir short ſummer-quarter of 
thislife! if we ſaw our father's houſe and that great and fair citie , 
thenew Zernſalem which is up above ſun & moon , we would 
cry to be uver the water & to be carried in Chriſt's arms out of 
this borrowed priſon, Grace , grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Tours in his ſweet Lord 


Teſs, S. R. 


—— 


To the Laird of © 
CARL ET © U If 


{ 


Warthy Sis. 


(F Race , mercy and peace be to you: I received your 
>= letter & am heartily glad that our Lord hath began to 
work for. the apparent delivery of this poor opprefled 
Bs ; . : | | Kurk 
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Kirk : O that falvation would come for Z:oz ! I am for ty! 
preſent hanging by hope , waiting whar my Lord will doe with pleaſe 
me , & it it will pleaſe my {ſweet Maſter to ſend me amongſt yy 
again , & keepout a hireling from my poor people & flock: | blow 
were my heaven till I come home, even to ſpend this lifein tht 
gathering in ſome to Chriſt, I have ſtill great heavineſs for my "* 
iilence & my forced ſtanding idle in the market , when thislandfi t 
hath ſuch a plentifull thick harveſt : but I know , his judge 4") 
ments who harh done it, paſs finding out* I have no know. {91 
ledge to take up the Lord in all his ftrange wayes & paſſages lovel 
deep & unlearchable providences, for the Lord is betore mek |* 
I am fo be-miſted that I cannot follow him : He is behind "© 
- me and following at the heels and Iam not aware of him, he *!9: 
1s above me , but his glory ſo dazleth my twilight of shon of m 
knowledge , that I cannot look up to him ; He i 1" 
upon my right hand , and I ſee him not : He is upon ot C 
my left hand and within me and goeth and comerh , & his vitl 
going & coming are a dream te me: He is round about me | V 
& compaſſeth all my goings and ftill I have him to ſeek: Heis thus 
every way higher & deeper & broader then the shallow & ebbe | ** 
hand-breadth of my short & dim light can take up , & therefore | 9 
I would my heart could be ſilent & fit down in the learnedly-ig. | *< 
norant wondering at that Lord , whom men & Angels cannot - 
comprehend. I know , the noon-day-light of the higheſt | 7! 
Angels, who ſee him face to face , ſecth not the borders of his hck 
infiniteneſs: They apprehend God near hand , but they can- = 
not comprehend him : And therefore it is my happineſs to ©? 
look afar off and to come near tv the Lord's back parts , & to 
light my dark candle at his brightneſs , & to have leave to fit& 
content my ſelf with a traveller's light, without the clear vilion 
of an enjoyer, I would ſeek no moretill I were in my coun- 
trey , buta little watering & ſprinkling ofa withered ſoul , with 
ſome half-out-breakings & half. outlookings of the beams and | 
ſmall ravishing ſmiles of the faireſt face of a revealed & beleeved 
on Godhead: A little of God would make my ſoul bank-full 
O that I had but Chriſt*s odde of fallings , that he would let but 
the meanslt of hisloye-rayes & lovxe-beams tall from him, ” 
awe 
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z;1 might gather & carry them with me! I woufd not be ill to 
{aſe with Chriſt and vailed viſions of Chrift , neither would 
[be dainty in ſeeing and enjoying of him: A kiſs of Chriſt 
blowen over his shoulder, the parings and crumbs of glory 


. Bthat fall under his table in heaven , ashower likea thin May- 


miſt of his love , would make me green and ſappy & joyfull, 
till the ſum mer-ſun of an eternal! glory break up. O that I had 
zay thing of Chriſt ! O that I hadafipor halfa drop out of the 


hollow of Chriſt's hand , of the ſweetneſs & excelleney of that 


lovely One ! O that my Lord Jeſus would rue upon me, & give 
mebut the meaneſt almes of telt & beleeved ſalvation ! O how 
litle were it for that infinite ſea, that infinite fountain of loye 
&joy , to fill as many thouſand thouſand little veſſels the like 
of me, as there are minutes of hours ſince the creation of God ! 
finde it true that a poor ſoul finding half a ſmell of the Godhead 
of Chriſt , hath deſires paining & wounding the poor heart ſo, 
with longings to be upat him , that make it ſometimes think , 
were it not better never to have felt any thing of Chriſt then 
thus to lie dying twenty deaths under theſe telt wounds for the 
want of him? O where is he ! O faireſt ! Where dwelleſt thou ? 
Onever enough admired Godhead ! how can clay win up to 
thee? How can creatures of yeſterday be able to enjoy thee 
O what pain is it , that rzme & fin 5hould be as ſo many thouſand 
miles betwixt aloved & longed-for Lord & a dwining & love- 
ick foul, who would rather then all the world have lodging 
with Chriſt ! O let this bit love of ours, this inch & half ſpan- 
length of heavenly longging , meet with thy infinite love! Oif 
the little I have were ſwallowed up with the infiniteneſs of that 
excelleney which is in Chriſt! © that we little ones were in at 
the greateſt Lord Jeſus! our wants should ſoon be ſwallowed up 
with his fulneſs. Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd, May 1. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Zeſus, S.R. 
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To ROBERT GORDON 
Of Knockbrex. Sari 


Dear Brother. (208) ſeeit 


(oe: mercy & peace be to you: I received your lette 

from Edenburgh, I would not wish to ſee another heaya 
while I get mine own heaven , but a new moon like the light! 
the ſun, & a new ſun like the light of ſeven days shining upafſ 
my poor ſelf & the Church of Tews & Gentiles, & upon my wii? 
hered & ſun-burnt mother , the Church of Sco:landl , & upon he how 
ſiſter Churches , England & Ireland; & to have this donetd* 
the ſetting on high our great King : It maketh not , how" 
beit I were ſeparate from Chriſt & had aſenſe of ten thouſand}? 
years pain in hell, if this were. O bleſſed Nobility, O gl 
rious renouned Gentry , O blefſed were the tribes in this land 
ro wipe my Lord Jeſus's weeping face , & totake the ſackclotifſ® 
off Chriſt's loins & to put his kingly robes upon him ! Oi 
the Almighty would take no leſs wager of me then my heayen 
to have it done. But my fears are ſtill for wrath ' once upat 


Scotland; ButT know her day shall clear up & glory shall be deli 
upon the top ofthe mountains and joy at the noiſe of the mar ms 


ried wife once again, O that our Lord would make us to con 
tend & plead & wreſtle by prayers & tears for our husband" - 

reftorings of his forfeited heritage in Scotland. Dear Brother" 
I am for the preſent in no ſmall battel betwixt felt guiltineſs and, R 
pining longings & high fevers for my welbeloved's love. Al. © 
I think Chriſt's love playeth the niggard to me , & I know, i, 
is not for ſcarcity of love, there is enough in him ; but mx. 
' hunger propheſieth of in:holding and ſparingneſs in Chriſt 
for I have bur little of him and little of his {weetneſs- It! 
a dear ſummer with me, yet there is ſuch joy in the eagerneſs. 
working of hunger for Chriſt, that Iam often at this, that 
I had no other heayen but a continuall hunger for Chriſt , ſuc 

a heaven of ever-working hunger, were ſtill a heaven to mt 
I am ſure, Chriſt's joye cannot be cruel , it muſt be a rucing 
RE - = 


(401) 
apitifull , 2 melting- hearted love : But ſuſpenſion of thatloye;; 
| think it half a hell , & the want of it more then a whole hell- 
When I look to my guiltineſs, I ſee my ſalvation one of our 
$yiour's greateſt miracles either in heaven or earth : I am 
ſure, I may defie any man toshew me a greater wonder , .but 
ſeeing I have no wares, no hire , no money for Chriſt , he muſt 
ether take me with want , miſery , corruption , or then want 
me, O if he would be pleaſed to be compaſſionat and pititull 
hearted to my pining feyers of longing for him, or then give 
me a reall pawne to keep, out of his own hand , till God ſend 
2 meeting betwixt him & me ! But I finde neither as yet; 
howbeit he who 1s abſent be not cruel nor unkinde, yet his 
abſence 1s cruel and unkinde + His love 1s like it {zIf , his love 
is his love; -but the covering & the cioud,, the vail & the mask 
of his love , is more wiſe then kinde , if I durſt ſpeak my appre- 
henfions, I lead no proceſs now againſt the ſuſpenſion & delay 
of God's love : I would with all my heart triſt till a day, 
ten heavens and the ſweet manifeſtations of .his love : . Cex- 
tainly. [ think. I could give Chriſt much on his word : But 
my whole pleading is abour intimated & born-in aſſurance 
of his love, O if he would perſwade me of my heart's 
deſire of. his love at all, he should have the term-day of pay- 
ment at his -wn carving : But I know , raving unbeleef ſpeak- 
& it's plea{are ; while it looketh upon guiltineſſe and this body 
of corruption. O how loathſom & burdenſom is it to carry a- 
bout a dead corps , this old carrion of corruption ! . O how 
ſeadable a thing is a Saviour to make a ſinnerrid of his chains 
& fetters ! I have now made anew queſtion , Whether.Chriſt 
be more to be loved for giving Sanctification , or for free, Juſ- 
tiication? And I hold he is more & moſt to be loved for Sanc- 
tiications it is in ſome reſpe& greater love in htm to ſanQtifie 
ſt {ven to juſtifie , for he maketh us moſt like himſelt in his own 
wo eſſential pourtraiture & image, in ſanCtifying us: Tuſtifica- 
-hati$'92 doth but make us happy , which is to be likethe Angels 
dfjotely : Neither is it ſuch a miſery to lie a condemned man & 
nder unforgiven guiltineſs , as to ſerve fin & work the works 
if the Deyil;& therefore I HRT IL cannot be botight, 
c 1," 
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it's above all price, God be thanked for eyer that Chriſt wy; , 
told down price for SanCification : Let a finner [if poſſible} [1 
lie in hell for eyer, if he make him truly holy, & let him lie c 
there burning in love to God, rejoycing in the Holy Ghok,, 
- hanging upon Chriſt by faith & hope; that is heaven in the 
heatt and bottom of hell. Alas, I finde a very thin haryet 
here & few to beſayed ! Grace, grace be with you, 


Aberd, 1637, Yours in his lovely & longed.- 
for Lord Feſws , S. R. 


To my Lord 


CRAIGHALL. G 


My Lord, (209) on 
7 Perſwade my ſelf, notwithſtanding of the greatneſs of thu Finth 
temptation, ye will not let Chriſt want a witneſs of you , to give 
avow him before this evil generation. And if ye adyiſe with Fea 
God's trnth , the perfe& teſtament of Chriſt , that forbiddeth JLs: 
all mens additions to his worship, & with the truly learned& both 
withall the ſanCtified in this land,& with that warner within you Þdola 
[rhat will not fail to ſpeak againſt you in God's time , if ye be ſſby t] 
nat now faſt & fixed for Chriſt] I hope then your Lo: willffeeat 
acquit your ſelf as a man of courage for Chriſt, & refuſe to bow (tha 
your knee ſuperſtitiouſly & idolatrouſly to wood or ſtone or any idol 
creature whatſoever. I perſwade my ſelf when ye shall take ſpienc 
good-night at this world, ye shall think it God's truth I now 4, 
write: Some fear your Lo: have obliged your ſelf to his Maj: ſen 
by promiſe to ſatisfie his defire: Tf it be ſo, my dear & worth Fithe 
Lord , hear me for your ſoul's good : Think upon ſwimming Fonou 
2 Shoreafter this ship-wrack , & be pleaſed to write your humble ditity 
Apologie to his Majeſtie, it may be God give you favour in hiÞn, { 
eyes: However it be, far be it from youro think, a promiſe iſe | 
made out of weakneſs & extorted by the terrour of a King! 


Should binde you to wrong your Lord Jeſus. But for my {ell -not 
I giveFFain 
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[give no faith to that report , but I beleeve yeshall proye faſt ts 
Chriſt; To his grace I recommend you. 


Aberd. July 23. Tour Lo: at all obedience in 
1637, Chriſt , S. R. 


To my Lord 
CEREAL GH ALE 


My Lord. (210) 


[- mercy & peace be to you: Iam not onely content 
but I exceedingly rejoyce, that I finde any of the Rulers 
of this Land , & eſpecially your Lo: ſo to affe&t Chriſt and his 
truth , as ye dare for his name come to yea & nay with Monarchs 
intheir face. I hopc he who hath enabled you for that , will 
vive more , 1f ye shew your ſelf couragious, & as his word 
peaketh, a man in the ſtreets for the Lord 3 Butl pray your 
Lo: give me leave to be plain with you, as one wholoveth 
both your honour & your ſoul. I yerily beleeve , there was never 
Ldolatry at Rowe, never Idolatry condemned in God*s word 
by the Prophets , if religious kneeling before a conſecrats 
eature ſtanding in room of Chriſt crucified, in that very a& , 

that for reverence of the Elements (as our Ac cleareth) be not 
dolatry , Neither will your intention help, which is not of the 
ſence of Worship : for then Aaroz ſaying, Tomorrow shall be a- 
uſt fer Fehovah , that is, for the golden Calf, should not haye 
ken guilty of Idolatry ; for he intended onely to decline the lash 
if the people's fury , not to honour the Calf: Your intention to 
onour Chriſt is nothing , ſeeing religious kneeling by God's 
olitution doeth neceſſarily import religious & divine adorati= 
0, ſuppoſe our intention were both dead & ſleeping: Other- 
iſe Eneeling before the Image of God, directing prayer to 
od, were lawfull, if our intention gue right. My Lord, I 

anot in this bounds diſpute , but if Cambriage & Oxford & the 
wung of Brizain will anſwer this argument , & the argument 
Cec32 | from 


(494) 
from aTive ſcandal, which your Lo: ſeemeth to ſtand upon, 7 
will turn a formaliſt & call my ſelf an arrant fool by doing what] 
have done in my ſuffering for this truth, 1 doe much reye. f| r 
rence Mr Ls, learning , but my Lo - I will anſwer whathef| 6 
writes in that to pervert you trom the truth , elſe reputemeff 5] 
beſide an hypocrite, an aſs alſo, & I hope yeshall ſee ſomething 
upon that ſubje&, if the Lord permit , that no ſophiſtry in 
Britain shall anſwer. Courtiers arguments for the moſt part, | tl 
are drawn from their own skin , & are not worth a ftraw ff a 
our conſcience, A Marqneſs or a King's word , when jeff fo 
ſtand before Chriſt's tribunal, shall be lighter then wind. The yc 
Lord knoweth I love your true honour & the ſtanding of you w 
houſe , but I would not your honour or houſe were eſtablishelf] go 
upon ſand , & hay & ſtubble. But let me , my very dear & worth: 
Lord , moſt humbly beſeech you by the mercies of God, b 
the conſolations of his Spirit , by the dear blood & wound 5: 
of your lovely Redeemer, by the falvation of your ſoul , by youſſſ Cl 
compearance before the awfull face of a ſin-revenging & dre & 
full Judge , not to ſet in compariſon together your foul 
peace, Chri{t's love & his Kingly honour now called in queſtion W3 
with your place, honour , houſe, or eaſe , that an inch of ye 
time will make out of the way. I verily beleeve, Chrity Ye 
now begging a teſtimoney of you , & is ſaying , Andwil jt all lite 
leave me. It 1s poſſible the wind $shall not blow ſo fair for yogſ not 
all your life, for coming out & appearing before others to ba can 
& countenance Chriſt the faireſt among the ſons of men, th} thei 
Prince of the Kings of the earth. Ia. 51.7. Fear ye not the repri 
ef men , neither bz afraid of their revilings. v. $. For the math chal! 
them 1p like a garment , &r the worm shall eat them like wool. Wi 
the Lord hall begin,he shall make an end, & mow down his 
verſaries, and they shall lie before him like withered hay, &tht 
bloom shaken off them, Conſider how many thouſands io! 
Kingdom ye shall cauſe to fall & ftumble, if ye goe with them, 
that ye shall be out of the prayers of many who doe ſtand betd 
the Lord for you & your houſe:& further, when the timoof yd 
accounts cometh , & your one foot shall be within the border 
eternity, & the eye-ſtrings Fhall break,6 the face wax pale, 
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foul shall look out at the windows of the houſe of clay longing 
to be out, & ye $hall finde your {elf arraigned before the Judge 
ofquick & dead to anſwer for the putting to your hand with the 
reſt, confederare againft Chriſt, to the overturning of his Ark 
& the looſing of the pins of Chriſt's tabernacle in this land , & 
$hall certainly ſee your ſelf mired in a courſe of Apoſtalie, then, 
then a King's favour & your worm-eaten honour shall be miſer- 
able comforters to you. The Lord hath enlightened you with 
the knowledge of his will: & as the Lord liveth , they lead you 
and others to a communion with great Babe!, the mother of 
fornications:: & God fajd of old , & continueth to ſay the ſame ts- 
you , Come out of her my people, leſt ye be partakers of ber plagues : 
will ye then goe with them , & {ſet your lip to the whore's 
golden cup , & drink of the wine of the wrath of God Almighty 


with them ? O poor hungry honour! O curſed pleaſures! And 


0 damnable. eaſe , bought with the loſs of God ! How many 
Shall pray for you ! What a ſweet preſence hall ye finde of 
Chriſt under your ſufferings , if ye shall lay down your honour 
& place at the feet of Chriſt ! What a fair recompence of 
reward ! I avouch before the Lord that Iam now shewing you a 
way how the houſe of Crazghat may ſtand on ſure pillars : If 
ye will ſet it on rotten pillars , ye cruelly wrong your poſterity - 
Ye have the word of a King for an hundred fold more in this 


life [if it be good for you] & for life everlaſting alſo: Make 


not Chriſt a liar, in diſtruſting his promiſe. Kings of clay 
cannot back you when ye ſtand before him , a ſtraw for them & 
their hungry heaven that ſtandeth on this ſide of time, a fig for 
the dayes- ſmile of a worm. Confider who have gone before you 
to eternity & would have given a world for a new occaſion of 
avouching that truth : It's true, they call it oz ſubſtantial, and 
we are made a {corn to theſe that are at eaſe , for ſuffering theſe 


FJ things for it; but it is not time to judge of our loſſes by the 


morning , ſtay till the evening & we shall count with the beſt of 


F them. I have found by experience ſince the time of my impri- 


lnment [my witneſs is above] Chriſt ſealing this honourable 


g cauſe with another & a nearer fellowship then eyer I knew be- 
fore, and let God weigh me in an even ballance inthis , 1f I 
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would exchange the croſs of Chriſt or his truth with the fourtee 
Pretacies or what elſe a King can give, My dear Lord, yer. 
ture to take the wind on your face for Chriſt ; I beleeye, if 
he should come from heaven in his own perſon,& ſeek the char: 
ers of Craighall from you, & a dimifſion of your place, & je 
ſaw his face, ye would fall down at his feet and ſay, Ln ( 
Feſua , it is too little for thee. If any man think it not a tru} I ( 
to die for, I am againſt him ; I dare goe to eternity with it, 
that this day the honour of our royal Law-giver & King inthe ſq, 
Government of his own free Kingdom | who $hould pay tri |,,1; 
bute to no dying King] is the true fate of the queſtion, 
Lord , be ye upon Chriits fide of it , & take the word of a poor 
priſoner , nay the Lord Jeſus be ſurety for it ; ye have incom- 
parably made the wiſeſt choice: for my own part , I have benſſ,,.. 
in this priſon that I would be half ashamed to ſeck more, till Ie = 
up at the well-head. Few know in this world the ſweetneſs of 
Chriſt's breath , the excellency of his love which hath neither 
brim nor bottom : the world hath raiſed a ſlander upon the croſ 
of Chriſt, becauſe they love to goe to heaven by dry land & lore Þ 414; 
not ſea-ſtorms|: ' But I write it under my hand [& would ſq 
more, if poſſibly a reader would not deem it hypocriſie] My 
obligation to Chriſt for the ſmell of his garments , for his loye- 
kiſſes theſe thirty weeks, ftandeth ſo great, that I should, & 
I deſire alſo to chuſe to ſuſpend my ſalvation, to have many 
tongues looſed in my behalf to praiſe him & ſuppoſe in perſon 
I never entered within the gates of the new Feruſalem, yetſ0- 
being Chriſt may be ſet on high & I had the liberty to caſt my ;;., 
love & praiſes for eyer over the wall to Chriſt , I would bei 
lent & content, Bnt O he 1s more then my narrow praiſes! 0 
time , time, flee ſwiftly , that our communion with JeſutÞ;; 
may be perfeCted, I wish your Lo : would urge Mr L, to givehisy.1j 
minde in the Ceremonies & be pleaſed to let me ſee it as quickly 
as can be, & it shall be anſwered. To his rich grace I recom- 


mend your Lo: & shall remain. | | 7 
Aberd. Tuny 8. Tours at all reſpeFive obedience Will 
1637 in Chriſt, S.R. & 


il 
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* To the Lady 
©, if CU LEOSS 


& ye M 4D A M. (211) 
Lolfy Our letter came in due time tome, now a priſoner of 
ruth L Chriſt & in bonds for the Goſpel: Iam ſentenced with 
h tt, deprivation » & confinement within the town of Aberden : but 
the 0h my guiltineſs, the follies of my youth , the negle&sin my 
T-J ling, & eſpecially in not ſpeaking more for the Kingdom , 
M crown & ſcepter of my royal & princely King Jeſus, doe ſo ſtare 
Poor Fein the face , that I apprehend anger in that which is a crown 
on-Ffrejoycing to the dear ſaints of God ! This before my com- 
een pearance [which was three ſeveral dayes ] did trouble me, & 
Iheſ},rdenerh me more now - howbeit Chriſt, &in him , God 
GofYeconciled , met me with open arms, & tryſted me preciſely 
ther Y,tthe entry of the door of the Chancellour's hall , & affifted me 
rob Foanſwer fo , as the adyantage that is , is not their*s but Chriſt's, 
lo als! There is no cauſe of wondering that Iam thus born 
lay Fawn with challenges, tor the world hath miſtaken me, & no 
My man knoweth what ouiltineſs is in me, ſo well as theſe two 
WC Fſvho keep my eyes now waking & my heart heavie ] I mean,myp 
Hearr& Conſcience, & my Lord who is greater then my Heart. 
Shew your brother that I defire him while he is on the watch-to» 
merto plead with his mother , & to plead with this land , & ſpare 
*Fnotto cry for my ſweet Lord Jeſus his fair crown , that the inter- 
ted & forbidden Lords are plucking off his royal head.IfI were 
*Firce of challenges & a H:gh Commiſſion within my ſoul. Iwould 
notgivea ſtraw to goeto my father's houſe through ten deaths 
forthe truth & cauſe of my lovely , lovely one, Feſw: But I 


rw mk in heavineſs now. If ye love me & Chriſt in me , my dear 
= ad , pray , pray for this onely , that by-gones betwixt my Lord 


"F&me may be by-gones,& that he would paſs from the ſummonds 
fhis High Commiſſion , & ſeck nothing from me, but what he 

ll doe for me & work in me. If your La: knew me as I doe my 
elf , ye would ſay , Poor ſoul , no marvel, It is not my appre- 


7, {*aſion that createth this croſs to me , it is too real & hath {ad & 
| Cc4 certain 
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certain grounds. But I will not beleeye that God will take this 
advantage of me , when my back is atthe wall : He who for. 
biddeth to adde afflition to affliction , will he doe it himſelf! 
Why should he purſue a:dry leaf & ſtubble ? Deſire him to ſpare 
me now. Alfo the memory of the fair feaſt-dayes that Chriſtg 
T had in his banquetting houſe of wine z & theſcattered flock 
once committed to me & now taken off my hand by himſelf; be. 
cauſe I was not 1o faithfull in the end , as I wasin the firſt two 
years of my entry , when ſleep de parted from my eyes, becauſe 
my ſoul wastaken up with a care for Chriſt's lambs , even theſc 
adde ſorrow to my ſorrow. Now my Lord hath onely given me 
this toſay, & I write it under mine own hand [ be ye the Lords 
ſervant's witneſs] Welcome , welcome , ſweet , ſweet croſs of Chrif, 
welcome fair , fair , lovely, royal King with thine own croſs : Letw 
all three goe to heaven together, Neither care' I much to goe from 
the South of Sgot/and tothe North, & to be Chriſt's priſoner 
amoneſt uncouth faces, a place of this Kingdom which I hare 
little reaſon to be in love with. I know , Chriſt shall make Abrr- 
deen my garden of delights. I am fully perſ{waded that Scotland 
Shall eat Ezekiel s book that is written within & without , Lamen- 
tation &f mourning & woe , Exek, 2. 10, But the ſaints shall geta 
drink of the well that goeth through the ſtreets of the new Feru- 
falem to put it down. Thus hoping ye will think upon the poor 
priſoner of Chrift, I pray , Grace , grace be with you, 


Edjnb. July. 30. Your La : in his fweet Lird 
2636; Fejw , S. © 


To ALEXANDER GORDON. 
of Earleftown. 
Much honoured Sir, (212) 


J Finde ſmall hopes of Qs. buſineſs; I intend after the Coun: 
- cel-day to goe-on to Aberdeen: The Lord is with me , I care 
not what man can doe, I burden no man , & I want nothing: 
No King is bettet proyided then Iam: Sweet, ſweet & eaſe 1s - 
EET gs ero!s 
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coſsof myLord: All men I look in the face toy whatſoever rank, 
Nobles & poor , acquaintance & ſtrangers | are friendly to me. 
My welbeloved is ſome kinder & more warmly then ordinary , 
& cometh and viſiteth my ſoul: My chainsare overguilded with 

1d. Onely the remembrance of my fair dayes with Chrift in 
Anueth , & of my dear flock [whoſe caſe is my heart's ſorrow] is 
jigegar to my ſugared wine,yet both ſweet&ſowre feed my ſoul; 
No pen, no words, no ingine can expreſs to you, the loyelineſs 
otmy onely, onely Lord Jeſus. Thus in haſte , making for my 
palace at Ab:r4eer, I bleſs you, your wite , your eldeſt ſon & 
ather children. Grace, grace be with you, 


Evinb. Sept. , Yours in hu onely , onely- 
1636 Lord Feſus. S, R. 


Jn—— 


No — 


7ROBERT GORDON |} 
of Knockbrex. 


My deareſt Brother. (213) 
See Chriſt thinketh shame [if I may ſpeak ſo] to be in ſuch a 
} poor man's common as mine. I burden no man, I want no- 
thing,no face hath gloomed upon me fincel left you.God's ſun 
& fair weather conveyeth me to my time-Paradiſe in Aberdeen. 
Chriſt hath ſo handſomelyfitted tor my shoulders this rough tree 
of the croſs , as that it hurteth me no wayes. My treaſure is up in 
Chriſt's coffers, my comforts are greater then ye can beleeve : 
my pen shall lye for penury of words to write of them, God 
knoweth , I am filled with the joy of the Holy Ghoſt, Onely the 
memory of you, my deareſt in the Lord,my flock & others, keepeth 
me under , & from being exalted aboye meaſure : Chriſt's ſweet 
lauce-hath this ſowre mixed with it ; but O ſuch a ſweet & plea- 
{ant taſte ! I finde ſmall hopes of Qs: matter, Thus in haſte, Re- 
member me to your wife, & to YillamGordon,Grace be with you, 
Edinb, Sept. 5, Yours m hjs onely , onely Lord 
1636, | Feſus, R. 5. 
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To My Lord 
L © WF D © U N, 


Right honourable & my very worthy Lord. (214) 


ft Race, mercy & peace be to you : Hearing of your Ls: 

zeal & courage for Chriſt our Lord , in. owning his ho- 
nourable cauſe, I am bold [& I plead pardon for it} to ſpeak 
In paper by alineor two to your Lo : [ſince I have not acceſs any 
other way] beſeeching your Lo : by the mercies of God, & by 
the everlaſting peace of your ſoul, & by the tears & prayers of our 
mother- Church, to goe on as ye have worthily begun , in pur- 


ging of the Lord's houſe in rhis land & plucking down the ſticks 


of Antichriſts filthy neſt , this wretched Prelaey , & that black 
Kingdom , whoſe wicked aims have ever been & ſtill are, to 
make this fat world the onely Compaſs they would have 
Chriſt and Religion to ſail by , and to mount up the man 
of fin , their god-father the Pope of Rome , upon the highs 
eſt ſtair of Chriſt's throne , and to make a velyet-Church 
[in regard of Parliament-grandour & wordly pomp , whereof 
alwayes their ſtinking breath ſmellethJ& to putChriſt & truth in 
fack-cloth & priſon , & to eat the bread of adverſitic and drink 
the water of afflition: Half an eye of any not miſted with the 
darkneſs of Antichriſtian ſmoke , may ſee t thus in this land; & 
now our Lord hath begun to awaken the Nobles & others to 
plead for born-down Chriſt & his weeping Goſpel : My dear 
&- noble Lord , the eye of Chriſt is upon you; theeyes of many 
noble, many holy, many learned & worthy ones in our neighe 
bour Churches about are upon you : This.poor Church, your 
mother & Chriſt's fpouſe, is holding up her hands & heart to 
God for you, and doeth beſeech you with tears to plead for her 
husband , his Kingly Scepter , & for theliberties that her Lord & 
King hath given to her, as to a free Kingdom , that oweth ſpi- 
ritual tribute to none on earth, as being the free-born Princels 
& daughter to the King of Kings. This is a Cauſe that before 
God, his Angels, the World, before Sun & Moon, needeth _ 

ush. 
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bluch. O what glory & true honour is it to lend Chriſt your 
hand & ſervice, & to be amongſt the repairers of the breaches 
of Sion's walls, & to help to build the old waſte places, and 
firetch forth the curtains & ſtrengthen the ſtakes of Chriſt's tent 
in this land! O blefled are they , who, when Chriſt is driven 
away » Will bring him back again & lend him lodging! And 


, [bleſſed are. ye of the Lord ; your name & honour hall never rot 


or wither in heaven [at leaſt] if ye deliver the Lord's sheep 
that have been ſcattered in the dark & cloudy day , out ofthe 
hands of ſtrange Lords & hirelings , who with rigour & cruel- 
ty, have cauſed them to eat the paſtures troden upon with their 
foul teet , & to drink muddy water , & who have {ſpun out ſuch 
a world of yards of Ind:fferencies in God's Worship , to make & 


| weave a web for the Antichriſt [that $shall not keep any from 


the cold] as they minde nothing elſe , but that by the bring- 
ing in of the Pope's foul tail firſt upon us | their wretched and 
beggerly Ceremonies] they may thruſt in after them , the An- 
tichriſt*s legs & thighs & his belly , head & shoulders, & then 
cy down Chriſt & the Goſpel & up the merchandiſe & wares of 
the great whore. Fear not, my worthy Lord , to give your ſelf 
& all ye have , out for Chriſt & his Goſpel : No man dare ſay who 
ever did thus hazard for Chriſt , that Chriſt payed him not his 
hundred fold in this life duely , & in the life to come , hfe eyer- 
laſting. This is his own truth ye now plead for, for God and 
man cannot but commend you to beg juſtice from a juſt Prince 
for opprefſed Chriſt , & to plead that Chriſt , who is the King's 
Lord, may be heard in a free court to ſpeak for himſelf , when 
the ſtanding & eſtablished laws of our nation can ſtrongly plead 
for Chrift*s crown in the pulpits , & his chair as Law-giver in 
the free Government of his own houſe: But Chriſtshall never 
be content & pleaſed with this land, neither shall his hot fiery 
ndignation be turned away, ſo long as the Prelate, [the man 
that lay in Antichriſt's foul womb & the Antichriſt®s Lord-Bai- 
lfe] Shall fir Lord-carver in the Lord Jeſus his courts: The 
Prelate is both the egge & the neſt tocleck & bring forth Pope- 
1: Plead therefore in Chriſt's behalf for the plucking down 
of the neſt & crushing of the egge, & let Chriſt's Kingly _ 

uffer 
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ſuffer no more unworthy indignities. Be valiant for yourrg: 
al King Jeſus, contend for him; your adverſaries shall þ; 
Moth-eaten worms , and shall die as men : Chriſt and his ho ff ten 
nour now lieth upon your shouiders , let him not fall to thffþ pro 
ground  Caft your eye upon him who is quickly coming wh 
decide all the controverſies in Zioy , & remember the ſand nf sho 
your night-glaſs will run out : Time with wings will flyez |} agc 
Way , Eternity, is hard upon you, & what will Chriſt's love. fſ tre 
Tmiles & the light of his lovely & ſoul-delight:ng countenance} me 
be to you in thatday, when God hall takeup in his right hat} ap 
this little lodge of heaven [ like as a shepherd lifteth up hislitk} do 
' tent] & fold together the two leaves of his tent, & put the 
earth & all the plenishing of it into a fire , & turn this clay-Idal, 
the god of Adam's ſons , into ſmoke & white ashes! O what hir 
 & how many worlds would many then give to have a favour 
able decreet of the Judge! Or what moneyes would they a 
Five to buy a mountain to be a grave above both ſoul & body, 
to hidethem from the awſom looks of an angry Lord & Judge! 
' Thope, your Lo: thinketh upon this, & that ye minde loyal ec 
ty to Chriſt & to the King both, Now the very God df. G 
peace, the onely wiſe God , eftablish & ſtrengthen you upoſj lil 


the rock laid in Zo. tll 
Aberd, Jan. 4. Tour Lo: at allobedience in " 
1638, Feſu , S.R. - 


Toa Chriſtian Gentlewoman. 


MISFTEEZSS. (a1) 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: Though not acquaint 

ed, yct at the deſire of a Chriſtian brother , I thought 
good to write a line unto you , intreating you in the Lori 
Jeſus under your trials, to keep an ear open to Chriſt, 
who can ſpeak for himſelf, howbeit your viſitations and 
your own ſenſe $hould dream hard things of his lore 
and favour : Our Lord never getteth ſo kindea look of w, 
nor our loye in ſuch a degree > nor our faith in ſuch! 
| mezſur 
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| faints finde when the Lord taketh up mens refuſe & lodgeth | 


| how precious to the Lord isfaith and loye, that when thresh= 


| God himſelf, doeth yet look warm-like, love-like , kind- 
| like, and life-like home-over to Chriſt ; & would be in at him , 


| 10, The Lord taketh up ſuch fallen ones as thefe. I could not | 


' Trinces of this world would not have our Lord Jeſus a pinning || 


(473) 


meaſure of ſtedfaſtneſs , as he getteth out of the furnace of our 
tempting fears & sharp trials. I verily beleeve | & too ſad 
roofs in me, fay no leſs] that if our Lord would grind our 
whorish luſt in powder, the very old ashes of our corruption 
chould take life again, and live and hold us under fo much bond- 
zge that may humble us & make us ſad, till we bein that coun- 
trey where we s$hall need no Phyſick at all. O what violent 
means doth our Lord uſe to gain us to him , as if indeed we were 
aprize worthy his fighting for ! And be ſure it /eadzng would 
doe the turn, he would not uſe pulling of hair and drawing : 
But the beit of us will bide a ſtrong pull of our Lord's right 
arm ere we follow him : Yet I fay not this as if our Lord 
alwayes meaſured afflitions by ſo many ounce weights anſwer- 
able to the grain weights of our guiltineſs: I know he doeth 
in many [and poſſibly in you] ſeek nothing ſo much as faith | 
that can endure ſummer and winter in their extremity. O |} 


ed, beaten, and chaſed away , and boaſted [as it were | by 


il & well as it may be! Think not much that your husband | 
or the deareſt to you in the world , proveth to haye the bowels & i 
mercy of the Oftrich , hard & rigourous & cruel: For P/al. 27. || 


with a more ſweet lite nor more ſatiſfying expreſiton of kind- , | 
neſs till T be up at that Prince of kindneſs, then the Lord's | 


this world's out-lawes whom no man ſceketh after; His | 
breath is never ſo hot, his loye caſteth never ſucha flame , as | 
when this world and theſe who should be the helpers of our joy, | 
caſt water on our coal: It is a ſweet thing to ſee them caft out , | 
& God take in, & to ſee them throw us away as the refuſe of | 
men , & God take us upas his jewels & his treaſure : Often he | 
maketh gold of droſs, as once he made the caſt-away ſtone , | 


' 
h 


the ſtone reje&ed by the builders , the head of the corner. The |! 


in the wall or to haye any place in the building , bur the _ | 
| ; | im iS, | 


} 
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made him the Maſter-ſtone of power & place, God be thankeq 
that this world hath not power to cry us down ſo many pounds, 
as rulers cry down light gold , or light ſilver: Weshall Rang 
for as much as our maſter-coiner Chriſt, whoſe coin, arms & 
ſtamp we bear: will have us; Chriſt hath no miſcarrying ballance, 
Thank your Lord , who chaſeth your love through two King. 
doms & followeth you & it over ſea , to have you for himſelf, 
as he ſpeaketh: Hoſ. 3. For God layeth up his ſaints as the waile 
& the choice of all the world for himſelf, & this 1s like Chrif 
& his love. O what in heaven or out of heaven is comparable 
to the ſmell of Chriſt's garments ! Nay , ſuppoſe our Lord would 
manifeſt his art , & make ten thouſand heavens of good & glori. 
ous things, & of new joyes deviſed out of the deep of infinite 
wiſdom , he could not make the like of Chriſt, for Chriſtis | $( 
God, & God cannot be made: & therefore let us hold us with 
Chriſt, howbeit we might have our waile & will- of an hoſt 

of lovers, as many as three heavens could contain, O that he 

& we were together! O when Chriſt & ye shall meet abont 

the outmoſt march & borders of time & the entry in to eternity , 

ye shall fee heaven in his face at the firſt look, & falvation & | — 
glory ſitting in his countenance & betwixt his eyes! Faint not, 

the miles to heaven are but few & short: he is making a green 

bed | as the word ſpeaketh Cane. 1, ] of love for himſelf & 
you: There are many headslying in Chriſt's boſom , but there 
is room for yours among the reſt: And therefore goe on & let 
hope goe before you: Sin not in your trials , & the victory is 


4 
- 
L 


yours: pray , wreſtle & belecve, & ye shall oyercome & pre» 
vail with God as Tacob did : No windle-ſtraws, no bits of clay , 
no temptations which are of no longer life then an hour , will 
then be able to withſtand you , when once ye have prevailed 
with God. Help me with your prayers, that it would pleaſe 
the Lord to give me houſe-room again , to ſpeak of his righte- 
onineſs in the great congregation , ifit may ſeem good 1n his 


ſight, Grace, grace be with you, th 
ſy 
Aberd. Jan. 6. Yours in his ſweet Lord G 

1637. Feſus, S.R, 


THE 
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tis | Some letters ofthe ſame Author, from A#- 
ih } oh, before his confinement, at Aberdcen : And 
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- others from Sr. Andrews, Londen, 5c. 
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& To the Virounteſs of Kenmure. 


M AD 4 M. 


Lldutifull obedience in the Lord remem- 
bred : I have heard of your La: Infirmity 


4 and ſickneſs with grief yetI truſt ye have 
: learned to ſay. I? is the Lord, let him de 
5 whatſoever ſeemeth good in his eyes, It is now 


many years ſince the Apoſtate Angels made 


\W a queſtion , whether their will or the will 
SS BEZErDW of their Creator should be done, & ſince 
that time, froward mankinde hath alwayes in that iſame 
ſute of Law compeared, to plead with them againſt 
God, ina dayly repining again his will : but the Lord _— 
ON 
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both party & Judg?, hath obtained a decreet & faith, Iſa. 46. 1g, 
My counſel shall ſtand , &+ I will doe all my pleaſure. Tt is then bel 
for us in the obedience of faith & in an holy {ſubmiſſion , togiye 
that to God which the Law of his almighty & juſt power wil 
have of us. Therefore Madam, your Lord willeth you in all 
ſtates of life to ſay Thy will be done in earth, at it 5 in heaven; & 
hereiu shall ye have comfort,that he who ſeeth perfeRly through 
all your evils, & knoweth the frame & conſtitution of your 
nature, & whatis moſt healthſull for your ſoul. holdeth eydy 
cup of affliftion to your head with his own gractous liand; Ne. 
ver beleeye that your tender-hearted Saviour who knoweththe 
ſtrength of your ſtomack , will mix that cup with one dram 
weightof poiſon : Drink then with the patience of the ſaints, & 
the.God of patience bleſs your Phyfick. I have heard your Ly; 
complain of deadneſs & want of the beſtirring power of thelife 
of God, but courage , he who walked in the garden & made; 
noiſe that made 44am hear his voice, will alſo at ſometimes 
walk in your ſoul & make you hear a more ſweet word : Yet 
ye will notalwayes hear the noiſe & the din of his feet when he 
walketh: Yeare at ſuch a time like Facob mourning at the ſup. 
poſed death of Foſeph, when Joſeph was living : The new cres. 
ture, the image of the ſecond Adam 1s living in you , & yetye 
are mourning at the ſuppoſed death of the life of Chrift in you; 
Ephraim is bemoaning & mourning, Fer. 31. 19. When he 
thinketh God is far off & heareth not, & yet God is like 
the Bridegroom , Cart. 2, ſtanding onely behinde a thin wall 
&laying to his ear, for he faith himſelf, ver 18. I have ſurc) 
heard Ephraim bemoaning himſelf. I have good confidence, 


Madam , that Chriſt Jeſus whom your ſoul through forreſts&F; 


mountains; is ſceking, is within you: And yet I ſpeak not thi 
tolay apillow under your head , or to diſwade you froma 
holy fear of the lofle of your Chriſt or of provoking & ſtirring 
up the beloved before he pleaſe, by fin, I know , in ſpiritual 
confidence the Devil will come in, as inall other good works, 
& cry half mine, & ſoendeavour to bring you under a feartul 
ſleep till he who your ſoul loveth be departed from the door 
& haye left off knocking & therefore, here the Spirit of ka 

mu 
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muſt hold your ſouls feet in the golden mid-line betwixt confi- 
dentreſting in the arms of Chriſt , & preſumptuous and droutie 
ſleeping in the bed of fleshly ſecurity. Therefore , worthy Lady, 
ſo count little of your ſelf, becauſe of your own wretchedneſs 
and finfull droufineſs , that ye count not alſo little of God in the 
courſe of his unchangeable mercy: For there be many Chriſtians, 
moſt like unto young ſajlers, who think the shore & the whole 
land doeth move , when the ship & they themſclyes are moved 
juſt ſo,not a few doe imagine that God moyeth&failerh&chang- 
eh places, becauſe their giddy fouls are under ſail & ſubject 
to alteration , to ebbing & flowing; bat the foundation of the 
Lord abideth ſure. God knoweth that ye are hisown: Wreltle: 
fight , goe forward , watch , fear, beleeve , pray, & then 
ye have all the infallible ſymptomes of one of the elect of Chriſt 
within you. Ye have now, Madam , a {icknels before you & alſo 
after that a death , gather then now food for the journey : God 
give you eyes to ſee through ſickneſs &death, &to ſee ſomething 
beyond death. T doubt not but if hell were betwixt you & Chriſt, 
% a river which ye behooved to croſs ere ye could come at him , 
but ye would willingly put in your foot & make through tobe 
athim, upon hope that he would come in himſelfin the deepeſt 
of the river & lend you his hand, Now I beleeve your hell is 
dried up & ye have onely theſe two shallow brooks , Sickneſs & 
Death, to paſs through, & ye have alſo a promiſethat Chaift 
$hall doe more then meet you , even that he shall come himſelf 
& goe with you foot for foot , yea & bear you in his arms. @ 
then! O then for the joy that 1s ſet before you ! For the love 
of the man [who is alſo God over all , bleſſed for ever] that 
ls ſtanding upon the shore to welcome you , run your race 
with patience : The Lord goe with you, Your Lord will 
not haye you nor any of his ſervants to exchange for the worſe, 
Death in it {elf includeth both the death of the ſoul & the death 
of the body , bnt to God's children the bounds & the limits of 
death are abridged & drawn into a more narrow compaſs: So 
that when ye die, a piece of death sball onely ſeiſe upon you , 
or the leaſt part of you shall die, & that is the diſſolution of the 
body; for in Chriſt ye are deliyered from the ſecond death : & 
D a there- 
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therefore, as one born of God commit not fin [although ye can. 
not live & not ſin] & that ſerpent shall but eat your earthly part; 
As for your ſoul , it is aboye the law of Death : Bur it is fearfull 
dangerous to be a debter and ſeryant to fin , for the count of fin 
ye will not be able to make good before God , except Chriſt both 
count & pay for you. Itruſt alſo , Madam, that ye will be careful 
to preſent to the Lord the preſent eſtate of this decaying Kirk; 
For , what shall be concluded in Parliament anent her , the Lord 


knoweth : ſure L am, the decree ofa moſt fearfull Parliament inf 


heaven, isat the very point of coming forth , becauſe of the fin 
of the land : For, We have caft away the law of the Lord andy 
ſpiſed the words of the holy one of Iſrael, Iſa. 5: 2, 4. Inadgementii 
turned away backward and juſtice ſlandeth afar off , truth is falln 
in the ſtreets and equity cannot enter. Lo, the prophet , as if he had 
ſeen us & our Kirk , reſembleth juſtice to be handled as an eneny 
holden out at the ports of our city,io is she banished : & Truth.toz 
perſon ſickly & diſeaſed , fallen down in a deadly ſwooning fitin 
the ftreets before he can come to an houſe : 1/4. 59. 14+ The Prieſt 
have canſed many to ſtumble at the Law, &- have corrupted the Con 
nant of Levi: Mal. 2.8, But what will they doe inthe end? Fer.5.31, 
Therefore givethe Lord noreſt for 2:07. Stir up your husband, 
your brother, & all with whom ye are in favour and credit , to 
ſtand upon the Lord's fide againſt Bza/, Thave good hope your 
husband loverh the peace & proſperity of Z:on : The peace of 
God be upon him for his intended courſes anent the eſtablish 
ment of a powerfull Miniſtery in this land. Thus not willing to 
weary your Lz : further, I Recommend you now , & always, 
to the grace & mercy of that God who is able to keep you thit 
ye fallnot. The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, 


Anwoth July 2 7. Tour La : ſervant at all dutifull 
1628, obedience in Chrift, S.R, 
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To the Parishoners of 
KIL MACOL MEE. 


Worthy & welbeloved in Chriſt Feſia our Lord. ( 2) 


Race, mercy & peace. be to you: Your letters could not 
come to my hand ina greater throng of buſineſs then I ana 


' now preſſed with at this time, when our Kirk requireth the 


publike help of us all; yet I cannot but anſwer the heads of 
both your letters, with proviſion that ye chuiſe after this 2 
fitter time for writing, 1- I would not have you pitch upon me 
25 the man able by letters to anſwer doubts of this kinde , while 
there are in your bounds , men of ſuch great parts , more able for 
this work : I know the beſt are unable, yet-it pleaſeth that 
$piritof Jeſus to blow his ſweet wind through a piece dry ſtick , 
thatthe empty reed may- keep noglory to it ſelf ; but a Miniſter 
can make no ſuch wind as this to blow , he is ſcarce able tolend 
ita paſſage to blow through him. 2, Know that the wind of this 
Spirit hath a time when it bloweth sharp & pterceth ſo ſtrongly 
thatit would blow through an iron door, & this is commonly 
rather under ſuffering for Chriſt then at any other time : Sick 
children get of ChriſPs pleaſant things to play them withall, be= 
cauſe Jeſus is moſt tender of the ſufferer, for ne was a ſufferer 
himſelf. O if I had but the leavings & the drawing of the byboard 
of a ſufferer's table ! But I leave this to anſwer yours. 

Firſt , ye write that God's vows are lying on you , & ſecurity 
ſtrong & lib to nature , ſtealing on you who are weak. I anſwer, 
1, Till we be in heaven the beſt have heavy heads, as isevident 
Cant. 5.1. Pſal. 30. 6. F0b.29. 18. Matth. 26. 33. Nature is 
aſluggard & loyeth not the labour of religion : Therefore reſt 
thould not -2 taken till we know the diteaſe be over & in the 


way of turning, & that it is like a fever paſt the cool: And 


the quietneſs & the calms of the faith of victory over 
corruption , would be entertained in place of ſecurity , ſo 
that if I ſleep, I would deſire to fleep faith's fleep in 
Chriſt's boſom, 2. Know alſo, none that ſleep ſound can 

a D d 2--* ſeriouſly 
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ſeriouſly complain of ſleepineſs , ſorrow for a flumbering 
ſoul , 1s a token of ſome watchfulneſs of ſpirit : But this is 
ſoon turned into wantonneſs , [ as grace in us too often is abuf- 
ed] therefore our waking muſt be watched over, elle ſleep will 
even grow out of watching , & there is as much need to watch 


over grace , as to watch over fin: full men will ſoon ſleep & , 


ſooner then hungry men, 3. For your weakneſs to keep off 
ſecurity , that like a thiet ſtealeth upon you , I would ſay two 


things. 1. To want complaints of weakneſs, is for heaven 


& anpels that never ſinned , not for Chriſtians in Chriſt 
camp on earth: I think our weakneſs maketh us the Church 


of the redeemed ones & Chriſt's field that the Mediator should 
Jabour in: If there were no diſeaſes on earth , there needed 
no Phyſicians on earth : If Chriſt had cried down weakneſs, 
he might have cried down his own calling ; but weakneſs isour 


Mediator*s world , Sin is Chriſt's onely , onely face & market; 


no man should rejoyce at weakneſs & diſeaſes, bat I think w: 


may havea ſort of gladneſs at boils&ſores, becauſe without them, 


Chriſt's fingers as a lain Lord should never have touched our 


| , Skin. I dare not thank my ſelf,butI dare thankGod*s depth of wile 
Providence, that I have an errand in me, while I live, for 
Chriſt to come & viſit me & bring with him his drugs & his 


balm.O how ſweet isit,for a ſinner to put his weakneſs inChrilts 


ſtrengthning hand & to father a ſick ſoul upon ſuch a Phyfician 


& to lay weakneſs before him , to weep upon him & to pleadk Þ 


pray ! weakneſs can ſpeak & cry when we have not a tongue 


Ezek* 16. 6, And whenT paſſed by thee & ſaw thee polluted in thin 


own blood , I ſaid unto thee when thou waſ# in thy blood , Lnv, 
'The Kirk could not ſpeak one word to Chriſt then , but bloodk 
guiltineſs out of meaſure, ſpake , & drew out of Chriſt pity &1 


word of life and love. 2. For weakneſs, we have it, thatwe 


may employ Chriſt's ſtrength becauſe of our weakneſs: Weak 


neſs is to make us the ſtrongeſt things , that is , when having 


no ſtrength of our own , weare carried upon Chriſt's shoulden 
& walk | as it were] upon his legs: If our ſinfull weakneſs fwel 
up to the clouds, Chriſt's ſtrength will ſwell up to the ſun and 


far above the heayen of heayens, 2. Ye tell me that _ 
x nee 
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need of counſel for ſtrengthning of new beginners, Ican ſay 
little to that , who am not well begun my ſelf; but I know , 
honeſt beginnings are nourished by him, even by loyely Jeſus, 
who never yet put out a poor man's dim candle,who is wreſtling 
betwixtlight & darkneſs. Iam ſure if new beginners would urge 
themſelves uponChriſt,& preſs their ſouls upon him &importune 
him for a draught of his ſweet love, they could not come wrong 
toChriſt : Come once in upon the right nick & ſtep of his loyely 
love, & I defie you to get free of him again: It any beginners 
fall off Chriſt again & miſs him , they never lighted upon Chriſt 


25 Chriſt; it was but an 1dol, like Jeſus, they took for him. 
3, Whereas ye complain ofa dead Miniſtery in your bounds, ye 
| are to remember that the Bible among you , 1s the contract of 
| Marriage , & the manner of Chri{t*s conveying his love to your 
| heart, is not ſo abſolutly dependent upon , even lively 


preaching , as that there is no converſion at all , no life of 
God, but that, that is tied to a man'slips; The daughters of 
Ieruſalem have done often that , which the watchmen could not 


| doe: Make Chriſt your Miniſter, he can wooe a ſoul at a dike- 
| fidein the field , he needeth not us, howbeit the flock be obliged 


to ſeek him in theshepherds tents; Hunger of Chriſt's making 
may thrive , even under ſtewards who minde not the feeding of 
the flock, O bleſſed ſoul , that can leap over a man and look 
aboye a pulpit up to Chriſt , who can preach home to the heart , 
howbeit we were all dead & rotten ! 4. So to complain of your 


*Þ fl as tojuſtifie God is right. and providing yejuſtific his Spirit 
{ in your ſelf; for men ſeldom advocate againſt Satan's work & 
| fininthemſclyes, but againſtGod's work in themſelves:ſome of the 


people of God ſlander God's grace 1n their ſouls as ſome wretch- 


| exuſe to doe, who complain & murmure of want,I have nothing 
(ay they} all is gone! the grouud yeeldeth but weeds & wind- 


leſtraws; when as their fat harveſt, & their money on bank mak=- 


| eth them liars. But for my ſelf ; alas ! I think it is not my 


lin, I have ſcarce wit to fin this fin; But I adviſe you to ſpeak 
good of Chriſt , for his beauty & ſweetneſs , & ſpeak good of 
him for his grace to your ſelves. 5. Light remaineth, yelay , 
but ye cannot attain to painfulneſs : See if this complaint be ' 
Dd 3 nat 
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not booked inthe new Teſtament , & the place Rom. 7. 18. I 
like this , 7b wil is preſent with me , but how to perform that which 
& good I know 70t, But every one hath not Paul's ſpirit in com- 
plaining : For often in us, complaining is but an humble 
backbiting & traducing of Chrift's new work in the ſoul. But 
for the matter of the complaint I would ſay : The light of 
glory is perfetly obeyed in loving and praiſing and rejoyc. 
ing & reſting in a ſeen & known Lord; but that light is not 
hereaway in any clay body , for while we are here, light is inthe 
molt part broader & longer thenour narrow & feckleſs obedi. 
ence: But if there be light with a fair train & a great back, ] 
mean , armies of challenging thoughts & ſorrow for coming 
short of performance in what we know & ſee ought to be per. 
formed , then that ſorrow for not doing is accepted of our Lord 


for doing : Our honeſt ſorrow & ſincere aimes , together 


with Chrift'sinterceflion pleading thatGod would welcome that 
which we have & forgive what we have not , muſt be our 
life , till we be oyer the bound-road & in the other coun- 
trey , Where the law will get a perfe& foul, 6. In Chrift' 
abience there is Þ as ye write ] a willingneſs to uſe means, 
but heavineſs after-the uſe of them, becauſe of formal & ſlight 
performance. In Chriſt's abſence I confeſs the work lieth 
behinde, but if ye mean ablence of comfort & abſence of ſence 
of his {weet preſence, I think that abſence is Chriſt's trying of 
us, not ſimply our fin againſt him : Therefore howbeit our 
Obedience then, be not ſugared and ſweetned with joy [ which 
15 the ſweet meat bairns would ſtill be at] yet the leſs ſenſe & the 
more willingneſs in obeying, theleſs fermality in our obedience, 
how beit we think not ſo; for I beleeve many think obedience 
formal & lifeleſs, except the wind be fair in the Weſt , and fails 
filled with joy and ſenſe, till ſouls like a ship fair before the wind 
can ſpread no more ſail; but I am not of their minde who think 
ſo, Bui if ye mean by abſence of Chriſt , the withdrawing of 
his working grace , I ſee not how willingneſs to uſe means cat 
be at all under ſuch an abſence : Therefore be humbled for 
heavineſs in that obedience , & thankfull for willingneſs : for 


the Bridegroom is busking his Spouſe often times while - if 


(423) 


half Nleeping  & your Lord is working & helping more then 
e ſee. Alſo I recommend to you Heavineſs for formality & 
lifeleſs deadneſs in obedience: Be caften down as much as ye will 
or can, for deadneſs, and challenge that flow & dull carcaſe of 
fn that will neither lead nor drive in your ſpirituall obedience. 
0 how ſweet to lovely Jeſus are bills and grievances given in 
zainſt corruption & the body of fin ! I would have Chriſt , in 
ſuch a caſe , fashed | if I may ſpeak ſo] & deayed with our cries, 
ye ſee the Apoſtle doeth , Rom. 7 , 24, O wretched man that I 
am , who 5hall deliver me from the boay of this death! Proteſta- 
tions againſt the law of ſin in you , are law-grounds why fin can 
have no law againſt you: Seck to haye your Proteſtation diſ- 
cuſſed & judged , & then'shall ye finde Chriſt on your ſide of jt. 
5. Ye hold that Chriſt muſt either have hearty ſervice or no 
ſerviceatall : If ye mean he will not half a heart or have fained 
ſervice , ſuch as the hypocrites give him , I grant you 
that : Chriſt muſt have honeſty or nothing : But if ye 
mean , he will have no ſervice at all where the heart 
draweth aback in any meaſure , I would not that were 
true, for my part of heaven and all that I am worth in the 
worlds If ye minde to walk to heayen without a crampor a 
crook, I fear ye muſt goe your alone : He knoweth our droſs 
& defects, & iweet Jeſus pitieth us when weakneſs & deadneſs in 
our obedience is our croſs & not our darling, 8. The liar 
[aye write] challengeth the work as formal , yet ye bleſs your 
cutioner for the ground-work he hath laid , & dare not ſay but 
ye have aſſurance in ſome meaſure. To this I ſay. 1. It shall be 
zo fault to ſave Satan's labour , & challenge it your ſelf, or at leaſt 
examine & cenſure 2 But beware of Satan's ends in chal» 
lnging , for he mindeth to put Chriſt & you at oddes. 
2: Weicome home faith in Jeſus, who washeth ftill when we 
have defiled our ſouls and made our ſelyes loathſom , & ſeek 
ſtill the blood of atonement to faults little or meekle : Know 
the gate to the well & lie about it, 3. Make meekle of afſur- 
ance, for it keepeth your anchor fixed. 9, OQuri-breakings ſye 
lay] diſcourage you , fo that ye know not ifever ye shall win 
gun to ſuch oyerjoying. conſolations of the Spwit in this life , 
| Dad 4 gs 
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as formerly ye had , & therefore a queſtion may be, 1f after aſiy, 
ance & mortification , the children of God be ordinarly fed wi 
ſenſe & joy? I anſwer, I ſee no inconvenience to think, it 
enough in arace, to ſee the gold at the ſtarting place ; howhet 
the runners never get a view of it till they come to the rink 
end, .& that our wiſe Lord thinketh it fitteſt we should not 4-fſen 
wayes be fingering & playing with Chriſt's apples. Our wel. 
beloved, I know , will ſport & play with his Bride , as mud 
as he thinketh will allure herto the rink*s end : Yet I judyeit 
not unlawfull to ſeek renewed conſvlations , providing firſt, the 
heart be ſubmiſſive & content, to leave the meaſure & tin- 
ing of them to him. 2, providing they be ſought to «@ 
. £ite us to praiſe , & ſtrengthen our aſſurance : and harp 
our defires after himſelf, 3. Let them be ſought not fr 
our humors or ſwelling of nature ; but as the earneſt « 
heaven, & I think many doe artain to greater conſolationsafte 
mortification then eyer they had formerly: But I know, ar V 
Lord walkeh here, ſtill by a ſoveraign latitude,& keepeth nottie*' 
{ame way as to one hair-breadth without a miſs , towavWuc 
all his children. As for the Lord's people with you , I amntYmj 
the man fit to ſpeak to them. I rejoyce exceedingly that Chillſtha 
is engaging ſouls amongſt you : But I know in converſiondl ai 
the winning is1n the firſt buying [as we ule to ſay] for manyly|cor 
falſe & baſtard foundations , & take up converſion at their foot ſ|to' 
& get Chriſt for as good as half nothing , and had nevera fit wl 
night for fin, & this maketh looſe work : I pray you dig deg) ſje 
Chriſt's Palace-work, & his new dwelling laid upon hell feltkF Ye 
feared , is moſt firm : And heaven grounded & laid upon ſuch of 
hell, is ſuzeſt work & will not wash away with winter-ſtorms. | 
were good that Profeſlours were not like young heirs that cont 
to their rich eſtae long ere they come to their wit , and ſo is ſen 
on it ! the tayerne & the cards and the harlots, ſteal their ridgs 
from them ere ever they be aware what they are doing. know 
Chriſt bought with ſtrokes is ſvreeteſt, 2. Irecommend tou 
conference & Prayer at Private Meetings, for warrand where yo! 
ſee Iſa, 2,3. Ter, $0, 4» 5. Hol, 2,12, Exkch.8, 20, 21,922, 13h: 
Mal. 3,16. Luk, 24.13, 14, 15, 16, 17, Fob. 20, 19, AG, he gi 
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0,3. 16, & 4+ 6. Eph. 4.29. 1 Pet. 4. 10. 1Theſs. g. 14, Heb. 3s 
12, & 10. 15. Many coals make a good fire, & this is a part 
f the. communion of faints. I muſt intreat you & your 
(triftian acquaintances inthe Parish to remember me to God in 
your prayers . & my flock & miniſtry , & my tranſportation & 
removal from this place , which I fear at this aſſembly; And 
earneſt with God for our mother Kirk. For want of time I 
have put you all in one letter; The rich grace of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt be with you all. 


eAnwith Augult, 5. 
1659. 


Tours in his ſweet Lord 
Feſta , S.R. 


To a Chriſtian Gentlewoman. 


MISTRESS (3) 


MY lovein Chriſt remembred to you: I was indeed ſorrow 
full at my departure from you , eſpecially ſince ye were 1n 
fuch heavineſs after your daughters death; yet I doe perſwade 
my ſelf, ye know , that the weightieſt end of the croſs of Chriſt 
that is laid upon you , lieth upon your ſtrong Saviour , for Iſaiah 
faith 62. 9. - In all your affifions he ts affifed : O bleſſed ſe- 
cond who ſuffereth with you , & glad may your ſoul be, even 
to'walk in the fiery furnace with one like unto the Son of man, 
who is alſo the Son of God, Courage , up your heart, when 
Je doe tire he will bear beth you & your burden, Pſal. 55. 22. 
Yet alittle while & ye shall ſee the ſalvation of God, Remember 
of what age your daughter was, as long was your leaſe of her: 
the was 18, 19, or 20, years old, I know not, ſure I am, ſeeing 
her terme was come & your leaſe run out , ye can no more juſtly 
quarrel your great Superior for taking his own at his juſt terme- 
Gay, then a poor farmer can complain, that his Maſter taketh a 
portion of his own land to himſelt when hisleaſe is expired. Gora | 
Mifireſs , if ye would not be content that Chriſt should hold from {| 
you the heavenly inheritance, which is made yours by his death 
thall not that ſame Chriſt think hardly of you , if yerefule to 
ave him your daughter willingly, who is a part of his inheritance 
| DA4d.5 and 
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& conqueſt? I pray the Lord to give you all your own/; & to 
grace you with patience, to give God his alſo : he 1s an ill debts k 
who p3yeth that which he hath borrowed, with a grudgetindeed 
that long loan of ſuch a good daughter, an heir of grace, a mem. ffi 
ber of Chriſt | as I beleeve] deſerveth more thanks at your Cre. 
-ditor*'s hand, then that ye should gloom & murmure when he 
craveth but his own; I beleeye ye would judge them to be but þ 
thankleſs neighbours, who would pay you a ſumme of 
money after this manner. But what , doe ye think herloſ, 
when $he is but ſleeping in the boſom of the Almighty? 
think her not abſent who is in ſuch a friend's houſe : Is 5he loſt 
to you who is found to Chriſt? ifshe were with a dear friend, al. 
though ye should never ſee her again, your care for her would 
be but ſmall: Oh now, isshe not with a dear friend,& gone high- I 
er upon 4 certain hope that yeshall in the Reſurreion ſee her 
again , when [be yeſure] she hall neither be heQick nor con. 
ſumed in body ! Ye would be ſorry eitherto be, or to be eſteem- 
ed an Atheiſt, & yet not I , but the Apoſtle, 1 Theſs, 4: 13. 
thinketh theſe to be hopeleſs Atheiſts who mourn exceſlively for Fi 
the dead : but this is not a challenge on my part - I doe ſpeak this Fpatic 
onely fearing your weakneſs ; for your daughter was apart of 
your ſelf,& therefore nature in you being as it were cut & halved, 
will indeed begrieyed , but ye have torejoyce that when a part 
of you is on earth , a great part of you isglorified in heaven; Fol- men 
low her, but envy her nor, for indeed it is ſelf-love in us that 
maketh us mourn for them that die in the Lord : Why ? becauſe 

for them we cannot mourn , fince they are never happy till they 7 
be dead ; therefore we mourn for our own private reſpect : take B40 
heed then that in shewing your affection in mourning for yonr 
daughter, ye be not out of ſelf-affeftion mourning for your FB / 
ſelfe. Conſider what the Lord isdoing in it , your daughter is BE 
plucked out of the fire &she reſteth from her labours,& yourLord Flay 
in that is trying you & caſting you in the fire; Goe through all Nat: 
fires to your reſt , & now remember that the eye of God is upon J's I 
you, beholding your patience & faith ; he delighteth to ſee you in Yqual 
the burning bush & not conſumed . & he is gladly content that N&t! 


ſuch a weak woman as ye , should ſend Satan away fruftrate - furn 
h 1s 
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isdefigns Now honour God & shame the ſtrong roaring lion , 
mhen ye ſeem weakeſt : Should ſuch a one as ye taint in the day 
f adverfity ? Call to minde the dayes of old, the Lord yet 
iveth,truſt in him although he should ſlay you: faith is exceeding 
zritable & beleeveth no evil of God, Now 1s the Lord laying in 
ie one ſcale of the ballance your making conſcience of ſubmiſ> 
fon to his gracious will , & in the other your affeftion & love 
 your- daughter , which ofthe two will ye then chule to ſatis- 
fe? Be wiſe then, & as I truſt ye love Chriſt better then a ſin- 
full woman', paſs by your daughter & kiſs the Lord's rod, Men 
oe lop the branches off their trees round about, tothe end they 
may grow up high & tall: The Lord hath this way lopped your 
branch , in taking from you many children, to the end ye should 


- ferow upward like one of the Lord's cedars, ſetting yu heart 


aboye where Chriſt is at the right hand of the father:what 1s next, 


« Ebut that your Lord cut down the ſtock after he hath cutted the 


branches? Prepare your ſelf, ye are nearer your daughter this day 
then ye were yeſterday,while ye prodigally ſpend time in mourn- 
ing for her, ye are ſpeedily poſting after her: Run your race with 
ptiece;let God have his own,& ask of him in ſtead of yourdaugh- 
ter which he hath taken from you,the daughter of faith, which ts 
Patience, &in patience poſſeſs your ſoul. Lift up your head,ye doe 
not know hovy near your redemprion doeth draw, Thus recom- 
mending you to the Lord who is able to eſtablish you , I reſt, 
Anwoth, April 23, Your loving &f affettionat friend 
1628. in the Lord Feſus , S. R 


To the ele? & noble Lady my Lady Kenmure. 


M A D AA M. 
( Aluting your La: with grace & mercy from God our father 
lea 


& from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I was ſorry at my departure , 
ving your Ls : in grief, & would ſtill be grieved atit, if I were 
not aſſured that ye have one with you in the furnace,whoſe vilage 
is like unto the Son of God :; I am glad that ye have been ac- 
quainted from your youth with the wreſtlings of God , & that ye 
t ſcarceliberty to ſwallow down your ſpittle,being caften from 


Furnace to furnace, knowing if ys were not dear to God , and it 


Y OUT 
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your health did not require ſo much of him would najput | 
ſpend ſo much Phyſick upon you. All the brethren & ſiſtePoe! 
of Chriſt muſt be conform to his image & copy in ſufferingſ# 
Rom, 8. And ſome doe more lively reſemble the coppy thaſſpe " 
others: Think Madam , that it is a part of your glory to bf 
enrolled among theſe, whom one of the Elders, Rev. 7, u#9 
pointeth our to Fohn , theſe are they which came out of great trill 
lation , & have wasbed therr robes & made them white wthe blu 
of the Lamb, Behold your forerunner going out of the world allſ<*3 
a lake of blood , & it is not ill to die as he did : Fulfill with joy th" 
remnant of the grounds & remainders of the affliftions of Chniþif 
in your body, Ye have loſtachilde: Nay : She is not loſt yÞ* cl 
you , whoisfound to Chriſt, she is not ſent away, but onely ſenAll 
before, like unto a ſtar , which going out of our ſight doethnd 
die & evanish, but shineth in another hemiſphere: ye ſee her nat 
yet she doethshine in another countrey : If her glaſs was but 
Short hour, what $she wanteth oftime, that she hath gottend 
eternity: & ye have to rejoyce that ye have now ſome plenishin'®*? 
upin heaven: Build your neſt upon no tree here, for ye («| 
God hath fold the forreſt todeath, and every tree where upaſſ" 
we would reſt, is ready to be cut down , to the end we may flec Ast 
& mount up & build upon the rock & dwell in the holes of the 
rock. What ye love belides [eſus your husband ,. is an adulterou bad 
lover: Now itis God's ſpecial bleſſing to Fudab that he wilnd ſelf 
let her finde her paths in following her ſtrange lovers , Hof. 2.6%" 
Therefore behold, Twill bedge up her way with thorns , & make la p 
wal , that the shall no: finde her path, v. 7, Aud be shall folln Chr 
after her lovers, but she shall not overtaks them, O thrice hap" 
py Fudah , when God buildeth a double ſtone. wall betwixt her Lor 
& the fire of hell! The #orld & the things of the World , Ms God 
dam, isthe lover ye naturally affe& beſide your own husband, FP" 
Chriſt: The hedge of thorns & the wall which God buildett 
in your way, to hinder you from this lover , 1s the thorny hedge 
of daily grief, loſs of children ,weakneſs of body , iniquity ofthe 
time, uncertainty of eſtate, lack of worldly comfort, tear of Godig .... 
anger for old unrepented of fins; What loſe ye , if God twiſt 
plet the hedge daily thicker? God be bleſſed, the Lord - 
no 
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1d noghot let you finde your paths: Return to your firſt husband: 
 fiteWoe not weary , neither think: that Death walketh towards you 
Ferinyith a ſlow pace , ye muſt be riper ere ye be shaken : your dayes 
y theſe 0 longer then Zob's that were ſwifter then a poſt &+ paſſed 
* to lilly ax the 5hips of deſire vr as the Eagle that haſteth for the prey , 
7. 199.25, 26. There islzſs ſand in your glaſs now , then there 
trips yeſternight , this ſpan-length of ever-poſting time , will 
e bly$on be ended : But the greater 1s the mercy of God , the moe 
d allnears ye get to adviſe upon what terms & upon what condi- 
op theions ye caſt your ſoul in the huge gulf of never-ending Eter- 
Chriffſhity; The Lord hath told you what ye should be doing till 
oft yſhe come 2 wait & haſten ( ſaith Peter for the coming of our Lord: 
y fenfAllis night that 1s here , in reſpect of ignorance & daily enfuing 
th noſtroubles, one alwayes making way to another, as the ninth wave 
rnofefthe ſea to the tenth, therefore ſigh & long for the dawning of 
butthat morning , & the breaking of that day ofthe coming of the 
ten fon of man,when the shadows Fall flee away:Perſwade your ſelf 
hiroffide King 1s coming : read his letter tent before him , Rev. 3.11. 
'e ef 6eboild,l come quickly :Wait with the wearied night-watch for the 
upaſſſreaking ofthe eaſtern skie , & think that ye have not a morrow : 
y fleA5the wiſe father ſaid , who being inyited' againſt to morrow 
F theſto dine with his friends, anſwered , Theſe many dayes I have 
j/4d 0 26rrow af all. Tam loath to weary you : Shew your 
il noffſſlfa Chriſtian by ſuffering without murmering , for which ſin 
2, (Ffourtcen thouſand & ſeven hundred were ſlain , Numb. 16. 4.9; 
akeg$/8 patience poſſeſs your foul, they loſe nothing who gain 
alaCoriſt, Thus remembring my brother's & my wife's humble ſer- 
hapſ'ice to your La: Icommend you to the mercy & grace of our 
t herſjord Jeſus, aſſuring you , that your day is coming & that 
MeGod's mercy is abiding you. The Lord Jeſus be with your 
1nd, ſirit, | 
deth 
-dp Anwoth. Jan. 15, Tours in the Lord Feſus at all autifull 
fthe 1629, obed:ence, S.R, 
od! 5 : 
{t% 
will 
not 
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To my Lady. 
KENMU RE E. 


M A D 4 M, 


$ Aluting you in Jeſus Chriſt , to my grief I mult bid youſi 
F may be] for eyer farewell in paper , having ſmall aſlurang 
ever to ſee your face again, till the laſt general Aſſembly , when, 
the whole church univerſal shall meet: Yet promiſing by hi 
grace topreſent your Ls: & your burdens to him who is ablett 
fave you & give you an inheritance with the ſaints, after a mors 
ſpecial manner then: ever Ihave done before. Ye are going to 
countrey where the Sun of righteouſneſs in the Goſpel shinet 
not ſo clearly as in this Kingdom; but if ye would know where 
he whom your ſoul loyeth doeth reſt & where he feedeth atth 
noon- tide of the day, where ever ye be, get you forth by th 
footſteps of the flock & feed your ſelf beſide the shepherds tent, 
Cant, 1.7. that is, ask for ſome of the watch men of the Lord; 
city , who will tell youtruly , & will not lye , where ye shall finds 
him whom your foul loveth. Itrult ye are ſo betrothed in mar 
Tiage to the true Chriſt, that ye will not give your loye toany 
falſe Chriſt : Ye know not how ſoon your marriage-day wil 
come , nay , is not Eternity hard upon you? It were timethen 
that ye had your wedding garment in readineſs , be not ſleeping 
at your Lord's coming : Ipray God, ye may be upon your feet 
ftanding when he knocketh. Be not diſcouraged to goe from 
this countrey to another part of the Lord*s earth , the earth ih! 
& the fulneſs thereof, Pſal. 24. 1. This is the Lord's lower houſe, 
while we are lodged here we have no aſſurance to lie ever in une 
chamber, but muſt be content to remove from one corner of out 
Lord's nether-houſe ro another , reſting in hope , that when me 
come up to the Lord's upper city, Feruſalem that is above, we $hal 
remove no more; becauſe then we $hall be at home. And ge 
whereſoever ye will, if your Lord goe with you, ye are at home, 
& your lodging is ever taken before night , ſolong as he whol 
Iſrae's dwelling 'houſe is your home, Pſal. go. 1. Beleeve me 
Magam,my minde is that ye are well lodged & that in your _ 
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there are fair eaſe-rooms & pleaſant lights , if ye can in faith 
lean down your head upon the breaſt offeſus Chriſt, & till this 
he, ye 5hall never get a ſound ſleep; Jeſus , Jeſus be your sha- 


Wow & your covering: It is a ſweet foul-ſleep to lie in the arms of 


> Mm 
ouſ: 


Chriſt, for his breath is very ſweet. Pray for poor friendleſs Zion, 
Alas! No man will ſpeak for her now , although at home in her 
own countrey she hath good friends , her husband Chriſt, & his 
father, her father in law. Beſeech your husband to be a friend to 


-E Zin & pray for her. I haye received many & divers dashes & hea- 


jj ftrokes lince the Lord called me to the Miniftery, but indeed [ 


J eſteem your departure from us amongſt the weightieſt: but I per- 


cciye God will have usto be deprived of whatſoever we idolize , 
that he may have his own room. I ſee exceeding ſmall fruit of 


J ny Miniſtery , & would be glad to know of one ſoul to be my 
J crown & rejoycing in the day of Chriſt: Though I ſpend my 


ſtrength in vain,yet my labour is with my God.I1ſa. 45,9. I wish 
& pray that the Lord would harden my face againſt all , & make 
me to learn to goe with my face againſta ſtorm. Again I com- 
mend you, body & ſpirit to him who hath loved us & washed us 


# from our ſins in his own blood. Grace, grace, grace for eyer 


te with you. Pray , pray continually, 


Anwoth. Sept 14. Your La : at all dutifull obe- 
1629. atence in Chrift, S.R. 
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T7 JOHN KENNEDY. 


My loving & moſt affeFionat bro: her in Chriſt. (6) 
Salute you with grace, mercy & peace from God our father, & 
| from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I promiſed to write to you, & al- 
though late enough,yet now I make it good:I heard with grief, 
o your great danger of perishing by the 1ea, but of your merci- 
full deliverance with joy. Sure Iam, Brother, Satan will leave no 
fone unrolled [as the proverb is] to roll you off your rock, 


ix 07 at leaſt to shake & unſettle you : For at that ſame time, the 
ej mouths of wicked men were opened in hard ſpeeches againſt you 


by land, & the Prince of the power of the air was angry with 
VOu 
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you by ſea; See then how much ye are obliged to that malitiony 
murderer”, who would beat you with two rods at one time, by 
bleſſed be God , his arm is short : If the ſea & winds would hay 
obeyed him , ye had neyer come to land : Thank your God why 
faith : Rev. 1, 18. Thavethe keys of hell and death. Deut, 23,16, 
1 kill and I make alive. 1 Sam. 2, 6. The Lord bringeth diy 
ro the grave and bringeth up. If Satan were Jaylour and hi 
the keys of Death & of the Grave, the should be ſtored with 
moe priſoners. Ye were knocking ar theſe black gates atdye 
fonnd the doors shut , and we doe all welcome you back again; 
I truſt ye know it 1s not for nothing , that ye are ſent tow 
again - The Lord knew ye had forgotten ſomething tha 
was neceflary for your journey , that your armour wy 
not as yet. thick enough againſt the ſtroke of death; 
Now in the ſtrength of Jeſus, diſpatch your bufineb; 
that debt is not forgiven , but friſted : Death hath nat 
' bidden you fare-well, but hath onely left you for a shot 
ſeaſon : End your journey ere the night come upon you, hay 
all in readineſs againſt the time that ye muſt fail through that 
black & tmpetuous Fordar, & Jeſus, Jeſus who knoweth bat 
theſe depths & the rocks & all the coaſts , be your Pilot : That 
laſt tide will nor wait for you one moment if ye forget any 
thing, when your ſea is full & your foot in that ship , there isno 
returning again to fetch it: What ye doe amils in your life to 
day , ye may amend it to morrow : for as many {ſuns as God 
maketh to ariſe upon you, ye have as many new lives; butye 
can die but once, & if ye mar or ſpill that buſineſs, ye can- 
not come back to mend that piece of work again : No 
mar finneth twice in dying ill ? As we die but once; 
ſo we die but ill or well once. Ye ſee now the number « 
your moneths is written in God's baok , & as one of the Lord's 
hirelings, ye muſt work till the shadow of the evening come 
upon you, & ye shall run out your glaſs even to the laſt pickle 
of ſand; fulfill your courſe with joy , for we take nothingto 
the graye with us, but a good or evil conſcience. And al 
though the skie clear after this ſtorm , yet clouds will engender 
another; Ye contracted with Chriſt, I hope , when _ ye 
| egall 
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a to follow him , that ye would bear his croſs ; fulfil} 
ur part of the Contract. with patience & break not to Jeſus 
iſt : Be honeſt, Brother, in your bargaining with him , 


fr who knoweth better how to bring up children then our 


God ? For | to lay aſide his knowledge, of the which there is 
go ſearching out ] he hath been practiſed in bringing up his 
heirs theſe 5000 years, & his bairns are all well brought up , 
& many of them are honeſt men now at home up in their own 
houſe in heaven, & ace entred heirs to their father's inheritance 3 


:ENow the form of his bringing up was by chaſtiſements, ſcour- 


ging  correCting , nurturing: See if he maketh exception of 
any of his bairns, Rev. 3, 19. Heb, 12,7, 8. No: Hiseldeſt 
Son & his heir, Feſw , is not excepted, Heb, 2. 10. Suffer we 
muſt, ere we were born God dcreed it , & it 1s eafter to complain 
of his decree then to change it, It is true , terrors of conſcience 
alt us down , & yet without terrors of conſcience we cannot be 


Eraiſed up again ; fears & doubtings shake us, & yet without 


fears & doubtings we would ſoon ſl:ep and looſe our grips of 
Chriſt; tribulation & tentations will almoſt looſe us at the root , 
& yet without tribulations & temptations we can now no more 
grow , then herbs or corn without rain. Sin & Satan & the 
World will ſay & cry in our ear that we have a hard reckoning 
to make in Judgement , & yet none of thele three , except they 
ye,dare ſay in gur face that our lin can change the Tenour of the 
new Covenant. Forward then, dear Brother,& loſe not your grip, 
hold fait the Truth, for the world ſel! not one dram weight of 


* God's trutn,efpecially now whe moſt mE meaſure Truth by time 


like young ſea-men ſetting their Compals by a cloud: For now 


FTlime is father & mother to Truth in the thoughts & practices of 


ourevil Time. The God of Truth eſtablish us; for Alas! Now 
there are none to comfort the priſoners of hope & the mourners 
n Zion: We «an doe little except pray & mourn for Foſephin 
the flocks, And let their tongue cleave to the roof of their 
mouth , who forget Ieruſalem now in her day : And the Lord 
remember Edom & render to him as he hath done to us. Now , 
Irther, I will not weary you , but 1 intreat you remember my 


Fareſt loye to My David Dickſon ; with whom I have {mall ac- 
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quaintance , yet I bleſs the Lord , I know he both prayeh 
& doeth for our dying Kirk. Remember my deareſt love to 
Fobn Stuart , whom I love in Chriſt , & show him from me, | 
doe alwayes remember him , & hope for a meeting : The 
Lord Jeſus eſtablish him more & more . though he be already 4 
ſtrong man in Chriſt, Remember my heartieſt affeQion in 
Chriſt to Wiſham Rodger , whom I alſo remember to God; [ 
wish the firſt newes TI hear of him & you & all that love our com> 
mon Saviour in theſe bounds, may. be, that yeare ſo knitk 
linked & kindly faſtened in love with the Son of God , that ye || coul 
may ſay , new if we would never ſo fain eſcape out of ChriſPs hand, | me. 
yet love hath ſo bound w., that we cannot get our hands free again, 1 kn 
he hath ſo ravuhed our hearts, that there us no looſing of hu grips be 2 
the chains of his ſoul-ravishing love are ſo firong , that the Grave mr (that 
Death will not break them, I hope , Brother , yea I doubt not ofit, ſifye 
but ye lay me & my firſt entry to the Lord?s vineyard, & myfſit, 
flock before him who hath put me in his work , as the Lord forn 
knoweth fince firſt I ſlaw you, I have been mindfull of you, If C 
Marion Mc Knaught doeth remember moſt heartily her love to men 
you & to Fohn: Stuart ; Bleſſed be the Lord, that in God's mer-{ Lor 
cy I found inthis country ſuch a woman , to whom Jeſus is dexſſ lim 
er then her own heart, when there be ſo many that caſt Chriſt God 
over their shoulder. Good Brother , call to minde the memory offbut 
your worthy father now aſleep in Chriſt, & as his cuſtom was, peac 
pray continually, & wreſtle for the life of a dying breathleſ{ure 
Kirk : And defire Fohn Sryart not to forget poor Zion, she hathJ& fa 
few friends & few to ſpeak one good word for her. Nowlf« ſo 
commend you, your Whole ſoul & body & ſpirit to Jeſu mak 
Chriſt & his keeping , hoping ye will die & live , ſtand & fall, hold 
with the cauſe of our Maſter, Jeſus : The Lord Jeſus himſelwom 


be with your ſpirit. the v 
| . Velt 

Anwoth. Feb. 2. Tour loving Brother in our Lord nou 
1637: Feſus, S.R. have 
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Tomy Lady RENMURE EE. 
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have longed exceedingly to hear of your life & health, & 
growth in the grace of God. I lacked the opportunity of a 
bearer,in reſpect I did not underſtand of the haſty departure of 


the laſt , by whom I might have ſaluted your La: & therefore I 


could not write before this time. I intreat you , Madam , let 
me have two lines from you concerning your preſent condition: 
I know ye are 1n grief & heavineſs, & if it were not ſo, ye might 
he afraid , becaufe then your way should not be ſo like the way 
that our Lord ſaith , leadeth to the new Fer«ſalem : Sure I am 
iffeknew what were before you or if ye ſaw but ſome glances of 
it, ye would with gladneſs ſwim through the preſent floods of 
forrow , ſpreading forth your arms out of defire to be at land - 


If God have given you the earneft of the Spirit as part of pay- 


ment of God's principal ſumme, ye have to rejoyce, for our 


«| Lord will not loſe his carneſt , neither will he goe back or repent 


him- of the bargain. If ye finde at ſome time a longing to ſee 
God , joy in the aſſurance of that;light ſhowbeit that teaſt be 
but like the Paſſover that cometh about onely once a year] - 
peace of conſcience , liberty of prayer , the doors of God's trea- 
ſure caſten up to the ſoul ; & a clear ſight of himſelf looking out 
& ſaying with a ſmiling countenance , Welcome in to me + aff #- 
& ſoul; this is the earneſt that he giveth ſometimes, & which 
maketh glad the heart, & is an evidence that the bargain will 
hold : But to the end ye may get this earneſt, it were good to 


{come of in terms of ſpeech with God, both in prayer &hearing of 


theword: For this is the houſe of wine,where ye meet with your 
Velbeloved , here it is where he kifſeth you with the kiſſes of his 
mouth , and where ye feel theſmell of his garments, and they 
have indeed a moft fragrant & glorious ſmel] : Ye muſt, 
lay, wait upon him , & be often communing with him whoſe 
lys are as lilies, dropping ſwect ſmelling myrrhe,& by the move 
Ing thereof he will ailwage your grief : tor the Chriſt that ſaveth 
ou is a ſpeaking Chriſt , the Church knoweth him, Cax:. 2. 

Ee 3 by 
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By his voice, & she can diſcern his tongue amongſt a thouſand: 
I fay this to the end ye should not love theſe dumb masks df 
Antichriſtian Ceremonies , that the Church where ye are for: lt 
time, hath caſten over the Chriſt whom your ſoul loyeth : Thi 
is to ſet before you a dumb Chriſt:but when our Lord cometh,he 
ſpeaketh to the heart in the amplicity of the Goſpel. I havene- 
ther tongue not pen to expreſs to you the happineſs of ſuch as ar hi 
in Chriſt : When ye have ſold all that ye have & boughttis} * 
feld wherein this pearl is, ye will think it no bad market, for T 
if ye be in him, all his is yours, & ye are in him, therefore becauſe p 
be liveth , ye shail live alſo, Foh. 14. 19. And what 1s thit hs 
elſe? But as if the Son had ſaid , 1 willnot bave heaven exc | ©. 
9ny redeemed ones bewith me, they & I cannot live aſunder, A. h 
bide in me & I in you , Foh. 15. 5. O ſweet communion, n 
when Chriſt & we are through other , & are no longer two! Fs "7 
ther, I will that theſe whom thou haſt given me , be with me whit 
Tam , to behold my glory that thou haſt given me. Foh. 17. 1 4 
Amen ; dear Jeſus , let it be according to that word, | 
wonder that ever your heart should be caſten down , if ye be- 
leeve this truth : & they are not worthy of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
will not ſuffer torty years troubles for him, fince they have ſuch 
glorious promiſes: But we fools beleeve theſe promiſes as theſ 
man that read Plato's writings concerning the immortality dj ; 
the ſoul, ſolong as the book was in his hands, he beleerel ho 
all was true , & that the Soul could not die; but ſo ſoon as helaidf | | 
by the book , preſently he began to imagine that the Sou Me 
is but a ſmoke or airy vapour that perisheth with tix 
expiring of the breath : Se we at ſtarts doe afſent to the (wet 
& precious promiſes, but laying aſide God's book w2 beginto 
call all in queſtion : Iris faith indeed to beleeve without a pledg 
& to hold the heart conſtant at this work , & when we doudt,t 
run to the Law & to the Teſtimony & ſtay there : Madan, 
hold-you here, here is your father's Teſtament , read it, 
he hath left to you Remiffon of fins & life everlaſting, It 
that ye have here be croſſes & troubles, down-caſtings , freque! 
deſertions , & departure of the Lord, who is ſuiting you in ma 
riage; courage , he who is wooer and ſuiter should _—_ 
Oui 
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houshold-man with you , till ye and He come upto his father's 
houſs together : He purpoſeth to doe you good at your latter 
end. Deut. $; 16. & to give you reſtfrom the dayes of adyer- 
ſity, Pſal. 94 » 13. It is good to bear the yoke of God in your 
auth, Lam. 3 - 27. Turn in to your ſtrong hold as a priſoner 
ofhope, Zech. 9, 12. For the viſion is for an appointed time , but 
at the end it shall ſpcak & not the, thorgh it tarry, wait for it , 
becauſe it will ſurely come, it will not tarry, Hab, 2, 3. Hear 
himſelf ſaying , Iſs, 26, 20. Come my people | rejoyce, he 
calleth on you] enter thou tnto thy chambers , &+ shut thy doore 
about thee : hide thy ſelf as it were for a little moment , till the in= 
dignation be paſt, Beleeve then , beleeve & be ſaved : think not 
hard if ye get not your will , nor your delights in this life; God 
will have you to rejoyce in nothing but himſelf; God forbid 
that ye should rejoyce in any thing , but in the croſs of Chriſt , 
Gal, 4 16. Our Church, Madam, is decaying , $he is like 
Ephrain?'s cake , & gray hairs are here & there upon her, & she 
knoweth it not, Hoſ. 7, 9, She 1s old & gray haired, near 
thegrave, & no man taketh it to heart, her wine is ſowre & is 
corrupted. Now if Phinehas wife did live, she might travell in 
birth & die to ſee the Ark of God taken & the glory departing 
from our Iſrael: The power and life of religion is away : Woe 
be to us , for the day goeh away, for the shadows of the even- 
ig arc ſtreetched oat , Ter, 6, 4. Madam , Zion is the ship where- 
in ye are carried to Canaan, if she ſuffer ship-wrack ye will 
be caſten over-board upon death & life, to ſwim toland upon 
broken boards : It were time for us by prayer to put upon our 
Maſter-pilot Feſus , & to cry, Mater ſave ww, we perish, Grace , 
grace be with you, We would think it ableſſing to our Kirk 
to ſee you here, but our fins withold good things from us. The 
great Meſſenger of the covenant preſerve you in body & ſpirit. 


Anwoth. Feb.1ir, Yours in the Lord, S, R.' 
1630, 
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Race mercy & peace be multiplied upon you: I received 
your La: letter, in the which I perceive your caſc in this 
world ſmelleth of a fellowship & communion with the Son of 
God in his ſufferings ; Ye cannot , ye mult not haye a moreplez- 
fant or more eafie condition here, then he had, who throuy) 
affl:if.ons was made perfef, Heb. 2: 10 , We may indeed think, 
Cannot God bring us to heaven with eaſe & proſperity ? Wha 
doubteth but he can? But his infinite wiſdom thinketh & de- 
creeth the contrary , and we cannot ſee a reaſon of it, yet 
he hath a mott juſt reaſon : We neyer with our eyes ſaw our 
own-ſoul, yet we have a ſoul ; we ſee many rivers, but we know 
got their firlt ſpring & original fountain , yet they have a begin- 
ning. Madam, when ye arecometo the other ſide of the water 
& have ſet down your foot on the shore of glorious Eternity , & 
look back again to the waters & to your weariſom journey, & 
$hall ſee in that clear glaſs of endleſs glory , nearer to the bottom 
of God's wiſdom , ye shall then be forced to ſay , If God had done 
0: herwiſe with me then he hath dine , Thad never come to the enjuy- 
ing of this crown of glory. It is your part now to beleeve & ſuf- 
fer & hope & wait on, for I proteſt in the preſence of that all-diſ- 
cerning eye, who knoweth , what I write & what I think, 
that I would not want the ſweet experience of the conſola» 
tions of God , for allthe bitterneſs of afliftion: nay , whether 
God come to his children with a rod or a crown.it he come him- 
ſelf with it, it is well : Welcome, welcome, Jeſus , what way 
ſoever thou come, if we can get a fight of thee : & ſure Iam, it1s 
better to be fick , providing Chriſt-come to the bed-fide & draw 
the curtains & ſay,Courage,l am thy ſalvation,then to enjoy health 
being luſtie & ſtrong , & never tobe vifited of God. Worrhy & 
dear Lady , in the ſtrength of Chriſt , ſight & overcome: Ye 
are now you alone, but ye may have for the ſeeking, three al- 
wayes 
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wayes in your company » the Father , Son ,& Holy Spirit : Itruſt 
they are near you, Ye are now deprived of the comfort of a live- 
ly Miniſtery , ſo was Iſ-ael in their captivity , yet hear God's pro- 
miſeto them , Ezek. 11: 16. Therefore ſay , Thus ſaith the Lord 
Grd, Althongh I bave cat them far off among the heathen &+ although 
I have ſcattered them among the counterys, yet will: be to them as 
8 litile Sanfuary in the countreys where they shall come : Behold a 
$antaury, for a Sanfuary , God himſelf in the place & room of 
the Temple of Teryſalem , I truſtin God, carrying this Temple - 
about with you , ye ball ſee Jehovah's beauty in his houſe. We 
ae in great fears of a great & fearfull trial to come upon the Kirk 
of God ; For theſe who would build their houſes & neſts upon 
the aches of mourning Teruſalem, have drawn our King upon 
hard &dangerous concluſions againſt ſuch as are termed Puritans, 
for the rooting of them out. Our Prelats [the Lord take the 
keyes of his houſe from theſe baſtard- porters] aſſure us, that for 
ſuch as will not conform , there is nothing but Impriſonment & 
Deprivation. The ſpouſe of Jeſus will eyer be in the fire, but 
Itruſt in my God , $she shall not conſume, becauſe of the good- 
will of him who dwelleth in the bush , for he dwelleth in it with 
good will. All ſort of crying fins without controlment abound 
n our Land , the glory of the Lord is departing from 1frael, 
& the Lord is looking back over his shoulder, to ſee if any will 
ay,. Lord tarry , & no man requeſteth him to ſtay. Corrupt & 
falſe doctrine 1s openly preached by the Idol-shepherds of the 
Land, for my ſelf, I have daily griefs through the diſobedience 
unto ,- & contempt of the word of God. I was ſummoned before 
the H:gh Commſſion by a profligate perſon in this Parish , con- 
vited of inceſt, in the buſineſs Mr Alexander Colvill | for re- 
ſpect to yourLa:]was my great friend ,&wrote a moſt kindeletter 
tome - The Lord give him merey in that day. Upon the day 
 'my compearance, the ſea & winds refuſed to give paſſage to 
the Bishop of Se Andrews. I intreat your Lz : thank Mr Alexander 
COlvil with two lines of a letter. My wife now after long diſeaſe. 
& torment, for the ſpace of a year & moneth,is departed this life 2 
lhe Lord hath done it, bleſſed be his name, I have been diſeaſed 
dafeyer tertain for the ſpace of thirteen weeks, & am yet in that 
Ee 4 ſick - 
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fickneſs, ſo that I preach but once on the ſabbath with prex 


difficulty : I am not able either to vifite or examine the Con. 
gregation. The LordTJeſus be with your ſpirit. 


Anwoth; 26. June. | Your La : at all obed. 
1630, ence, Ro 


__—y 


To my Lady 
K..S N M ©. RE, 


M AD AM. (9) 


H Aving ſaluted you inthe Lord Jeſus. IT thought it my duty, 
having the occaſion of this bearer, to write again unto your 
La: though I have no new purpoſe but what I wrote of be 
fore: Yet ye cannot be too ofren a wakned to go forward towards 
your City , ſince your way 1s long , and [for any thing ye knoy] 
your day is short;z & your Lord requireth of you as ye adyance 
in years, & ſteal forward inſenſibly towards eternity , that 
your faith may grow and ripen for the Lords harveſt , forthg 
oreat husband-man giveth a ſeaſon to his fruits that they may 
come to raturitie, & having gotten their fill of the tree, they 
may then be shaken & gathered in for his uſe ; where at the 
wicked rot upon the tree, & their branch $hall not be green, 
Job. 15. 32, 33. He shall shake off his unripe grapes as the ume, 
and hall caft off his flower as the olive, It is God's mercy to 
you, Madam, that he giveth yon your fill , even to loathing, 
of this bitter world , that ye may willingly leave it, & like: 
full and fariſfied banquetter ; long for the drawing of the table: 
and at laſt having trampled under your feet , all the rotten 
pleaſures that are under Sun & Moon; and having rejoyced 
gs though ye rejoyced not, and having bought as though ye 
poſſeſſed not, 1 Cor. 7, 30, Ye may like an old crazie ship, 
arrive at your Lord's harbour , & be made welcome , as onef 
theſe who haye ever had one foot looſe from this earth , longing 
for that place where your ſoul shall feaſt & banquet for ever &eve! 


upog 
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prext | up6n 2 glorious ſight of the incomprehenſible Trinity , & where 
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yeshall ſee the fair face of the man Chriſt;even the bea utifull face 
that was once for your cauſe more marred then any of the viſages 
of the ſons of men, Iſa, 52. 14. And was all covered with ſpit- 
ting & blood : Be content to wade throngh the waters betwixt 
you & glory with Him , holding his hand faſt , for he knoweth 
all the foords: Howbeit ye may be duckt , yet ye cannot drown , 
being in his company: & ye may all the way to glory,ſce the way 
bedewed with his blood who is the fore-runner : be not afraid 
therefore , when ye come even to the black & ſwelling river of 
death , to put in your foot & wade after him ; the current how 
trong ſoever cannot carry you down the water to Hell,the Son of 
God, his death & reſurrection are ſtepping-ſtones & a ſtay to you: 
ſkt down your feet by faith upon theſe ſtones, & goethrough as 
on dry land-If ye know what he is preparing for you,ye would be 
tooglad ; he will not [it may be] give youa tull-draught, till 
ye come up to the well-head, and drink , yea drink abundantly 
ofthe pure river of the water of Life , that proceedeth out from 
the Throne of God and from the Lamb. Rev, 22.1. Madam, 
tirenot , weary not , Idare finde you the Son of God caution 
when ye are got up thither,and have caſten your eyes to view the 
polden city and the fair & never withering tree of Life , that 
deareth twelve manner of fruits every moneth , ye shall then 
fay, tour and twenty hours abode in thar place is worth three- 
ſcore & ten years ſorrow upon earth, If ye can but ſay , yelong 
arneſtly to be carried up thither [as I hope you cannot for shame 
deny him the honour of haying wrought that defire in your 
foul] then hath your Lord given you earneft: And, Madam, 
doe ye beleeye that our Lord will loſe his earneſt, & rue of the 
bargain , & change his minde , as if he were a man that can ye , 
orthe ſon of man that can repent? Nay, heis unchangeable , 
& the ſame this year that he was the former year: And his Son 
Jeſus, who upon earth eat & drank with publicans & finners , 
& ſpake & conferred with whores & harlots , & put up his holy 
hand and touched the lepers filthy skin , & came evermore nigh 
linners; even now in glory , is yet that ſame Lord : His ho- 
nour & his great court in heayen hath not made him forget his 
Ee $ poor 


(442) 


poor friends on earth ; In him , honours change not mar 
ners, and he doeth yet defire your company : Take him for 
the old Chriſt, and claim {till kincneſs to him, and ſay, 0j 
it is ſo , He 2s not changed , but I am changed : Nay it, is 4 
part of his unchangeable love, and an article of the new coye, 
nant to keep you that ye cannot diſpone him © nor ſell him: 
He bath not played faſt and looſe with us in the Coyenant 
of Grace, ſo, that we may run from him at our pleaſure: 
His Jove hath made the bargain ſurer then ſo ; for Jeſus x 
the cautioner is bound for us , Heb. 7. 22. And it canndt 
ſtand with his honour to die in the burrows [| as we ule to fay] 
and loſe theſe whom he muſt render again to the father , when 
he shall give up the Kingdom to him : Conſent and ſay Ame 
to the promiſes, and ye have ſealed That God is true: and 
Chriſtis yours: This isan ecaſie market: Ye but look on with 
faith; for Chriſt ſuffered all and paid all. Madam, fearing 
I be tedious, to your Le : I muſt ſtop here, defiring al- 
wayes.to hear that your La: 1s well, and that ye have fil 
your face up the mountain. Pray for us, Madam , and for Zion 
whereof ye are a part: We expett a trial: God's wheat in 
this land muſt goe through Satan's fieve , but their faith 
Shall not fail. I am till wreſtling in our Lord's work , and 
have been tried and'tempted with brethren who look away 
to the Goſpel, Now he that is able to keep you until! that 
day, preſerve your ſoul, body & ſpirit , & preſent you be- 
fore his face with his own Bride, ſpotleſs & blamleſs. 


Anwoth. Nov. 26. Tour La : to be commanded 
1637. alwayes in the Lord 
Zejua, S.R. 
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To my Laay. 
K EN M U R E. 


(10) 


Am grieved exceedingly that your Ls : should think, or 

have cauſe to think that ſuch as loye you in God, in this 
countrey, are forgetfull of you: For wy ſelf, Madam, I 
owtoyour La: all evidencesof my high reſpedt [in the ſight 
of my Lord, whoſe truth I preach, Iam bold to fay it] for 
his rich grace in you : My Communion put off till the end 
ofalongſom &. rainny harveſt & the Presbyteriall exerciſe | as 
the bearer can inform your Ls :] hindered me to ſee you: And 
for my people's ſake [finding them like het 1ton , that cool- 
«h being out of the fire , and that is pliable to no work] I 
doe not ſtir abroad, neither have I left them at all fince 
your La: was in this countrey , ſave at onetime onely, about 
two years agoe; yet I dare not ſay but it is afault , how- 
teit no defe&t in my affetion: and.I truſt to make it up 
pain , ſo ſoon as poſſibly Iam able, to wait upon you. Ma- 


M AD AM. 


im, T have no new purpoſe to write unto you , but of 


that which I think, nay , which our Lord thinketh needfull , 
that one thing , Marie's good part , which ye have choſen , 
Luk : 10. 42. Madam, all that God hath, both himſelf 
and the creatures, he is dealing and parting amongſt the 
ſonsof Adam : There are none ſo poor as that they can ſay 
ls his face, He hath given them nothmg; But there is no 
ſmall ods betwixt the gifts given to lawfull bairns and to 
baſtards: And the more greedy ye are in ſuiting, the more 
viling he is to give, delighting to be called open-handed: T 


hope yonr La: laboureth to get aſſurance of the ſureſt patrimonys . 


wen God himſelf; ye will finde in Chriſtianity , that God aimeth 
in all his dealings with his children , to bring them to a high 
contempt, of and deadly feud with the world, and to ſet 

al 
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an high price upon Chriſt, & to think him one who cann 
be bought for gold, & well-worthy the ſighting for: Ani 
for no other cauſe, Madam , doeth the Lord withdraw fron 
you the childish toyes & the earthly delights that he giveth uny 
others; but that he may have you wholly to himſelf; Thint 
therefore of the Lord , as of one who cometh to wooe youin 
marriage, when ye are in the furnace: He ſeeketh his anſye 
of you in affliction, to ſeeif ye will ſay even ſo Itake him : My 
dam , give him this anſwer pleaſantly , & in your minde doen 
ſeeretly grudge nor murmure: When heis ſtriking you in lov, 
beware to ſtrike again: That is dangerous , for theſe who ſtrike 
again , Shall get the laſt blow: If I hit not upon the right 
ſtring , it is becauſe I am not acquainted with your Ls * prelett 
condition; But Ibeleeve your Ls: goeth on foot laughing; 
putting on 2 good countenance before the world ,, & yet je 
carry heavineſs about with you: Ye doe well, Madam, notty 
make them witneſſes of your grief who cannot be curers «fit, 
But be exceeding charitable of your dear Lord : As there be ſom: 
triends worldly of whom ye will not entertain an ill thought, 


far more ought yeto beleeve good evermore of your dear friend, 


that lovely fair perſon Feſt Chriſt, The thorn is one of the 
moſt curſed & angry & crabbed weeds, that the earrh yeeldeth 
& yet out of it ſpringeth the Roſe, one of the ſweeteſt ſmelled 
flowers & moſt delightfull tothe eye, that the earth hath : Your 
Lord shall make joy & gladneſs out of your afiictions , for all his 
roſes have a fragrant ſmell; wait for the time when his own holy 
hand shall hold them to your noſe, & if ye would haye preſent 
comfort under the croſs, bemuch in prayer . for at that time 
your faith kiſſeth Chriſt & he kiſſeth the ſoul, & O if the 
breath of his holy mouth be ſweet ! I dare be caution , out 
ſome {mall experience, that ye shall not be beguiled ; for the 
world [ yea, nota few number of God*s children] know not 
well what that is, which they call a God head; But Madan, 
come near to the God head & look down to the bottom of tix 
well, there is much in him, & ſ{iveet were that death to drownit 
ſucha well: Your grief taketh liberty to work upon .yout 
minde , when ye are not bufied in the meditation of the ever- 
delighting 
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&lighting & all-bleſſed Godhead. If ye would lay the price 
je give out [which is but ſome few years pain & trouble] be- 
ide the commodities ye are toreceive, ye would ſee they are 
not worthy to be laid in the ballance together ; but it is 
Nature that maketh you look what ye give out , &. weak=, 
neſs of Faith that hindereth you to ſee what ye shall takein. 
Amend your hope & frift your faithfull Lord a while , he maketh 
himſelf your debter in the new Covenant , he is haneſt, take his 
IN word > Nahum. 1. 9. Hffliftion :hall not ſpring up the ſecond 
irik time. Rev. 21. 7+ He that overcometh «hall inherit all things. Of 
4 Bl things then which ye wantin this life, Madam , Iam able 
reſent tofay nothing , if that be not beleeved which ye have, Rev. 2,7, 
gry; Rev. 3 » 5. the overcomer shall be clothed in white raiment , &C. 
TM & yers 28. To the overcomer I will give to ſit with me in my throne 
Wnny , lovercame & am ſet down with my father in his throne, Conſid- 
fit, «, Madam, if ye are not high up now , & far 1n: the pa- 
fone lice of our Lord , When ye are upon a throne in white raiment 
1 F lovely Chriſt's elbow. O thrice fools are we , who like new 
dF porn Princes weeping in the cradle, know not that there is a 
A Kingdom before them ! Then let our Lord's ſweet hand ſquare 
A us and hammer us, & ſtrike oft the knots of pride, ſelt-love , 
cy & world-worship & infidelity , that he may make us ſtones and 
Pp pillars in his father's houſe. Rev. 3, 12. Maxam , what think 
h , ye to take binding with the tair corner-ſtone Feſua? The Lord 
"7 give you wiſdom to beleeve & hope, your day iscoming ; IL 
G to be a witneſs of your joy , as I have been a hearer & be- 
"F holder of your grief, Think ye much to follow the heir of the 
w crown , who had experience of ſorrows & was acquainted with 
. preif , Iſs. 53. It were pride to aime to be above the King's ſon: 
uy It is more then we deſerve that we areequals in glory , ina 
ns manner. Now commending you to the deareſt grace & mercy 
"jy of God, Ireſt, 


110 Anwoth. Jan, 4. Tour La : at af obedience in 
1632, Chriſt, S, R. 
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To my Lady 
kK EE N MM U RE: 


M A D A M. (11) 


Nderſtanding, alittle after the writing of my laſt letter , of put! 

the going of this bearer , I would not omit the opportunity yh; 

of remembring your La: till harping upon that ftring, [i 
which in our whole life-time is never too often touched upon, + 
nor is our lefſon well enough learned , that there is a neceſſity of jm 
advancing in the way tothe Kingdom of God , of the contempt j;q: 
of the world , of denying our ſelf & bearing of our Lord's croſs, jc; 
which is no leſs needfull tor us then daily food 2 & among many [x , 
marks that we are on this journey & under fail toward heaven, pan 
this is one , When the love of God ſo filleth our hearts , that we (| v4 
forget to love & care too much for the having or wanting of yh, 
ther things , as one extreme heat burneth out another. By this, thi; 
Madam , ye know ye have betrothed your ſoul in marriageto || 1; ; 
Chriſt, when ye doe make but ſmall reckoning of all other ſuiters x. 
or wooers, &then ye can having little in hand , but muchin Þyjj 
hope ] live as a young heir,during the time of his non-age & Mi- I the 
nority , being content to be as hardly handled & under as preciſe pull 
a reckoningzas ſervants, becauſe his hope is upon the inheritance: Þj þ 
For this cauſe God's bairns rake well with ſpoil:mg of their goods, | (eli 
| Heb. 10, 34. knowing in themſelves that they have in heaven a bet- oro 
ter , & ant enduring ſubſtance, That day that the earth & the works glor 
therein shall be burnt with fire 2 Pet. 3. 20. your hidden hope & [the 
your hidden lite shall appear ; & therefore ſince ye have not now Fj 
many years to your endleſs eternity& know not how ſoon the skie Fiz 
above you head will rive, & the Son of man will beſeen inthe yy 
clouds of heaven , what better & wiſer courſe can ye take then (4 
to think that your one foot is here & your other foot in the lite to Flog 
come , & to leave off loving , deſiring , ot grieving for the wants tg] 
that shall be made up when your Lord & ye shall meet, & when fjj 
yeshall give in your bill, that day , of all your wants here - fg 
If your lofes be not made up, ye haye place to challengs the Al- jj, 
mighty , but itshall not be ſo, 7 5ha#l then rejoyce with = - 
peaks 
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heakable &r full of glory , & your joy shall none take from you. Foh. 
16, 22, It is enough that the Lord hath promiſed you great 
things , onely let the time of beſtowing them be in his own car- 
ning: It is not for us to ſet an hour-glaſs to the creator of time, 
face he & we differ onely in the terme of pay ment: Since he hath 
promiſed payment & we belceve it, it is no great matter, we will 

utthat in his own will, as the frank buyer who cometh near to 
what the'ſeller ſeeketh , uſeth at laſt to reter the difference to his 
will & ſo cutteth off the courſe of mutuall prigging, Madam, doe 
not prigge with your trank-hearted & gracious Lord about the 
time of the fulfilling of your joyes , it will be . God hath ſaid it, 
bide his harveſt , wait on upon his Whitſonday : His day 1s better 
then your day , he putteth not the hook in the corn till it be ripe 
& full-eared : The great Angel of the covenant bear you com- 
pany , till the trumpet shall ſound & the voice of the Archangel 
awaken the dead. Yeshall finde it your onely happineſs under 
whatever thing diſturbeth & croſſeth the peace of your mindein 
this life , to love nothing for it ſelf, but onely God for himſelf - 
Itisthe crooked love of ſome harlots , that they love bracelets , 
ex-rings, & rings better then the lover that ſendeth them : God 
will not be ſo loved, forthat were to behaye as harlots & not as 
tie chaſte Spouſe , toabtate from our love when theſe things are 
pulled away: Our love to him should, begin on earth as it shall be 
in heaven,tor theBride taketh not by a thouſand degrees ſo much. 
delight in her wedding garment, as she doeth in her Bride- 
room ; ſo we in the life to come, howbeit clothed with 
glory as with a robe , $shall not be {fo much affte&ted with 
the glory that goeth about us, as with the Bridegroom's 
Jojfull face & preſence. Madam.,if ye can win to this here,the field 
swon ; & your minde, for any thing ye want or for any thing 
four Lord can take from you , shall ſoon be calmed & quieted 2 
vet himſelf asa pawne & keep him , till your dear Lord come & 
boſe the pawne , & rue upon you & give you all again , that he 
ok from you, even a thouſand talents for one penay : It is not 
ll tolend God willingly , who otherwiſe both will & may take 
tom you againſt your will: It is good to play the uſurer with 
lim, & take in, in ſtead of ten ofthe hundred, an hong 
Qr ten 
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often , an hundred of one. Madam, fearing to be tedious tg 
you , Ibreak off here, commending you Fe I truſt to doe, 
while I live] your perſon , wayes, burdens & all that concery- 
eth you, to that Almighty who 1s able to bear you & your 
burdens : I till remember you to him who will cauſe you on: 
day to laugh. I expe that what eyer ye can doe by word 
deed, for the Lord's friendleſs Ziow, ye will doe it : Sheis 
your mother , forget her not, for the Lord intendeth to mel 
& try this land, &itis high time we wereall upon our feet, & 
falling about totry what claim we have to Chriſt: It is likethe 
the Bridegroom will be taken from us & then weshall mourn; 
Dear Feſus , remove not , elſe take us with thee ! Grace, grace 
be with you for eyer. 
Anwoth: 14. Jan. Tour La : at all dutifull obe- 
1632, dience, S.R. 
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To my Lady 
K EN M WK E., 


MAD 4 M, (i2) 


Our La: will not [I know] weary nor offend , though] 
trouble you with many letters ; the memory of what 
obligations I am under to your La: is the cauſe of it. Iam 
poſſibly impertinent in what I write, becauſe of my ignorance 
of your preſent eſtate: But for all that is ſaid, I have learned 
of M. W. D. that ye have not changed upon, nor weariededt 
your ſweet Maſter , Chriſt, & his ſervice; neither wers 1t yout 
part to change upon him , who refteth in his love, Ye are among 
honourable company & ſuch as affe& grandour & court , But, 
Madam , thinking upon your eftate, I think I ſee an impro- 
vident wooer coming too late to ſeek a Bride: becauſe he is 
contracted already & promiſed away to another, & ſo the wootr' 
busking & bravery [ who cometh to you as who but he] is in vain; 
the out ward pomp of this buſie wooer, a beguiling world, 
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now coming in to ſute your ſoul too late , when ye have promiſ- 
ed away your ſoul to Chriſt many vears agoe: And know, 
Madam , What anſwer ye may now juſtly make to the late 
futer; even this, 27 are to long of coming: my ſoul , the Bride , 
« away already , & the contratt with Chriſt ſubſcribed , & I cans 
mt chuſe , but I muſt be honefl & faithfull to him. Honou- 
rable Lady , keep your firſt love, & hold the firſt match with 
that ſoul-delighting lovely Bridegroom , our ſweet , ſweet 
eſus , fairer then all the children of men , the Roſe of 
Sharon , & the faireſt & ſweeteſt ſmelled Roſe in all his father's 
garden , there is none like him : I would not exchange one 
inile of his lovely face, with Kingdoms. Madam, let others 
take their ſilly teckleſs heaven in this life, envy them nor, but let 
our ſoul, like a tarrowing & miſlearned childe take the dorts 
F weuſeto ſpeak] or caſt at all things & diſdain them , except 
one onely , either Chriſt or nothing : your welbeloyed , 
Jeſus , will be content that ye be here devotely proud & 1ll 
to pleaſe , as one that contemneth all husbands but hims 
ſelf: Either the King's ſon or no husband art all , this is 
humble & worthy ambition; What have ye to doe to dally 
with a whorish & toolich world? Yourjealous husband will not 
be content that ye look by him to another, he will be jealous 
ndeed & offend ; if ye kiſs another but himſelf. What weights 
doe burden you , Madam, I know not ; but think it great mercy 
that your Lord from your youth hath been hedging in your 
out-ſtraying affections , that they may not goe a whoring from 
himſelf; It ye were his baſtard, he would not nurture you ſo 
If ye were for the ſlaughter , ye would befatned : But be con» 
tent, ye are his wheat growing in our Lord's field , Matth. 13 : 
T.25,31, Andif wheat, ye muſt goe under our Lord's thresh- 
og inſtrument in his barn-floor & through his fieve, Amos 9 : 
7. 9, And through his mill to be bruiſed, as the Prince of your 
klvation, Feſius , was, Iſa.53 : 9. that ye may be found good 
read in your Lord's houſe. Lord . Jeſus, bleſs the ſpiritual 
bubandry , & ſeparate you frum the chafſ-rhat dow not bide 
tie wind. I am perſwaded your glaſsis ſpending it ſelt by little 
Clittle , & if ye knew who is before __ ye would rejoyce in 
Your 
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your tribnlations : Think ye it a ſmall honour to ſtand before 
the throne of God and the Lamb, & to be clothed in white, & 
to be called ro the Marriage-ſupper of the Lamb, & to beled 
to the fountain of living waters & to come to the well- head, 
even God himſelf, & get your fill ofthe clear, cold , ſweet, 
refreshing water of life , the King's own well , & to put up your 
now ſinfull hand to the tree of life, & take down & eat the {weet- 
eft apple in all God's heayenly Paradiſe, Jeſus Chriſt , your life 
& your Lord? Up your heart , shout for joy , your King i; 
coming to fetch you to his father's houſe. Madam, I am in 
exceeding great heavineſs, God thinking it beſt for my own ſal 
thus to exerciſe me, thereby (it may be) to fit me to be his 
mouth to others : I ſee & hear, at home & abroad, nothing but 
matter of grief & diſcouragment , which indeed maketh my life 
bitter: And I hope in God never to get my will in this world, 
& 1 expe ere long a biery trial upon the Church , for as many 
men almoſt in England & Scotlaxd , as many falſe friends to 
Chriſt, & as many pulling and drawing , to pull the crownof 
his holy head , & for fear that our Beloyed ſtay amongt 
us [as if his room were more deſirable then himſelf] men are 
bidding him goe ſeek his lodging. Madam , if ye have apat 
in ſilly friendles Zion [as I know ye have] ſpeak a word on her 
behalf to God & man - If ye can doe nothing elſe , ſpeak for 
Jeſus , & ye shall thereby be a witneſs againſt this declining ape, 
Now from my very ſoul , laying & leaving you on the Lord, 
& deſiring a part in your prayers | as my Lord knoweth , Ire- 
member you] [deliver over your body , ſpirit & all your neceF 
Aities to the hands of our Lord , & remains for ever. 


Anwoth, Febr 13. Tour La: in your ſweet Lord 
1632, Feſus && mine, S, R. 
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To my Lady 
KEE EN MU R & 


M 4 D 4 M. (13) 


r Am glad to hear that your Ls: is coming home to this coun- . 
trey, that longeth excedingly for you : And ye will , IL 
hope, Madam, take my boldneſs in good part , againſt , not 

your ſelf , but your unwillingneſs to come home : Ye can 
hardly deny but this is the ſtation wherein your greatCommand- 
e hath placed you in the ſtare of your warfare for a time, && 
therefore your Lord calleth you hither , & when he goeth be- 
fore you & holdeth out his hand unto you , it were better to 
obey him who muſt have his will , & to be led then driven , & 
tobe convoyed then drawn, & it were no leſs then witdom , to- 
turn neceſſity into a willingneſs, eſpecially when he calleth who 
faith , Cunt, 4 $, Come with me from Lebanon the molt pleas 
ant part in all Tudea) with me from Lebanon : That ſame Lord 
here biddeth you come with him from all the court & plea« | 
ures ye are 1n, & in doubling the word , with me, withmes, {| 
heputteth it out of queſtion that when his ownSpouſe knoweth, | 
that her Bridegroom & Lord goeth before her & leadeth her , 
he will follow him from Lebazon, even tothe wilderneſs or 


.| wy where: And theretore, Madam, ſeeing Chriſt & ye muſt 
{ye & dwell together in this countrey , ſince he denieth not to 


you his company , doe not deny to him his will: What doe 
God's children care where they be , if their Lord be with them ? 
What ſouldier is not blamed torrefuſing to keeprank with the 
relt, & to ſtay in his place? Ts it not our ſafett when Provi- 
dence goerh before , for to follow after? But it is ourill, we 
ave a delicate nature, too dainty , that would carvea Provi- 
tence of it's own, & yet are but like children who know not 
what is good for them : Our wiſeſt Lord knoweth beſt whar 
Way he will haveus to walkin, & often when he is shewing us 
5 gate, We Wlll takea gate of our own , & as Elephax ſaid to 
7, Ch, 15, 12, [howbeitin a miſtake] Why doeth our heart 

FE 3 carry 
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carry us away? It is 2 chariot that weare carried into that be: 
guileth us, & goeth neyer a right foot except God direQthe 
courſe & lead us: but your La: may be perſwaded , nothing is 
more acceptable to our Lord then to goe after him at his back, & 
nothing more diſpleaſing to him , then with evil manners t» 
goe betore him & take the place , which would be called incivili 
ty , if wedealtthus with carthly perſons, in blood & place far. 
boye our rank; Therefore, Madam, come home with God's bleſ. 
{ing,& a calm & peaceable diſpoſition of heart to ſtay where your 
Lord willeth you.I truſt inGod,in the land of your aflition,your 
Lord shall be with you , & fill your heart with gladneſs & your 
mouth with laughter. It is as short a way from this countrey up 
to the third heavens, where our treaſure 1s & our converſation 
should be,as in any part of the land I haye ſeen. What matterisit, 
where we wander,if we wander not fromGod,&if we win home 
at night, where we will be welcome to our fathers houſe? I hare 
heard, God hath given you a childe,or rather the loan of one forz 
time , God would not have you tothink her any thing but a bor- 
rowed flower,let the flower fade when he who maketh ſummerk 
wintcr, pleaſeth, & let not the ſmell of it goe near your heart, this 
I; the way to make your Lord to give you the uſe of her long but 
it were wiſdom to think borrowed goods no property, & to hold 
gently & indifferently in your hand all that God giveth you, 
except that great gift of God, Foh. 4.10. he is content ye hold him 
with all your heart , in both your arms : all things beſide him are 
borrowed , he isproperty : we mult uſe other things , but enjoy 
him, & ſit down upon nothing as our refting place; but upon him 
who is the ſtone laid in Zzon; all God's weary travellers may lean 
their back upon him.No further, leſtT weary you: ButTI am ſo con 
tent to ſee your Ls; again in Galway once ere I depart ont of it, 
that if it would not ſeem unbeſeeming my place, I would gladly 
have come to Edinburgh to have convoyed you home. Thus reſt 
Ing , I recommend your journey to a gracious Providence , & the 
| ſweet pledge,ye leave bchinde you in that town,to the keeping 
the Ancient of dayes [who can give long life ] & your ſoul & per- 
ſon&wayes to the proteCtion of our ſweeteſt&deareſtLord Jeſus 
Anwoth. Oob. 28. Tur La: at all reſpeFrve && humble 
1632, obedtense inthe Lord , S. R. n 
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To my Lady 
K ENMU RE 


M AD 4A M. (14) 


leſ- T He cauſe of my not writing to your La: is not my forgets 
tulneſs of you , but the want of the oppertunity of a con- 
out Þ yenient bearer , for Tam under more then a {imple obligation to 
our F be kinde [ in paperyfat leaſt] to your La : I bleſs our Lord through 
/ WF Chriſt, who hath brought you home again to your countrey 
ton F from that place where ye have ſeen with your eyes that which 
Sit; & our Lord's truth taught you before , to wit , that worldly glory 
ome F i5nothing but a vapour , a shadow , the toam ofthe water , or 
ure F ſomething lefs & lighter , even nothing, & that our Lord 
for © hath not without cauſe ſaid in his word, 1 Cor, 7. 31. The 
bor- Fl countenance or fachion of this world paſſith away: In which pla- 
rk © ce our Lord compareth it to an Image in a looking-glaſs , for 
this Y it is the looking-glaſs of Adam's ſons : Some come to 
; but Þ the glaſs & ſee in it the picture of Hoxour and but a piffure 
hold F indeed , for true Honour is ta be great in the ſight of God; 
'Ou, IN & others ſee in it the shadow of Riches , & but a sþadow indeed , 
hin N for durable Riches ſtand as one of the maids of Wiſdom upon 
a ae Pl her lefr hand , Prov. 3. 16. & a third ſort ſee in it the face of 
JO) F painted Pleaſures , & the beholders will not beleeve but the I 
him F mage they fee in this glaſs is a: living man, till the Lord come 
ka & break the glaſs in pieces & remove the face, & then, like 
coll Pharaoh a wakened , they ſay , 4nd hehold is was a dream. I know 
it: F your La: thinketh your ſelf little in the common of this world , 
adly F for the favourable aſpect ot any of theſe three painted faces, & 
reſt-F tlefſed be our Lord that it is ſo , the better tor you : Madarn , they 
x ti re not worthy to be wooers to ſure in marriage your foul , that 
ng Of loks to an higher match then to be married upon painted clay: 
PF know therefore, Madam,the place whither our Lord Jeſus cometh 
c{s I towooe a Bride, it is even jn the furnace: for if ye be one of Zion's 
laghters (which I ever put beyond _ O » ſince firſt had 
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pccaſion to ſee in your Ls : ſuch pregnant evidences of the grace 
of God) the Lord who hath his fire 1n Zion & his furnance in Fe. 
ruſalem , Iſa. 31% 9. 1s purifying you in the furnace: And 
therefore be content tolive init, and every day to be adding 
ſowing-to a paſment to your wedding garment, that ye maybe 
' at laſt decored & trimmed as a Bride for Chriſt, a Bride ofhi 
' © own busking , -beautified in the hidden man of the hearr , for. 
getting your Father's houſe, ſo shall the King greatly deſire 
your beauty , Pſal.45 + 11. If your Ls: be not changed (sl 
wag yeare not)I beleeve ye eſteem your ſelt to be of theſe whon 
God hath tried theſe many years & refined as ſilver. But , Ms 
dam, I will shew your Ls: a priviledge that others want &yt 
have in this caſe: Such as are in proſperity & are fatted with 
earthly joyes, & encreaſed with children & friends , though 
the Word of God is indeed written to ſuch for their inſtruQion, 
yet to you | who are in trouble] ſpare me , Madam , to ſay thi 
{from whom the Lord hath taken many chi:dren , & whomhe 
hath exerciſed otherwiſe ] there are ſome chapters , ſoar 
particular promiſes in the Word of God , made , in a moſt ſpeci 
manner, which should never have been yours ſo, as they non 
are, if ye had your portion in this life as others: & therefor, 
all the comforts : promiſes & mercies God offereth to tht 
afflicted , they are as many love-letters written to you ! take 
them to you, Madam, & claim your right & be not robbed: 
It is no {mall comfort that God hath written ſome Scripturest 
you , Which he hath not written to others , ye ſeem ratherit 
this to be envied then pitied , & ye are indeed in this , like peopl 
of another world & theſe that are above the ordinary rank 
mankinde,whom our King & Lord,our Bridegroom Zeſw4,inh 
love-letter to his welbeloved Spouſe, hath named befide all tit 
reſt , & hath written comforts and his hearty commendation, 
in the 56 of /ſarah, vers 4,5. Pſal. 147, 2, 3, toyou: Rei 
theſe & thelike , & think your God is like a friend that ſendetd 
2 letter toa whole houſe & family , but ſpeaketh in his lettert) 
ſome by name that are deareſt to him in the houſe: Year 
then, Maxzam, of the deareſt friends of the Bridegroom: | 
it were lawfull, I would envie you , that God a 
apo 
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tbove many of his dear children, Therefore, Madam , your 
part is21n this caſe [ ſeeing God taketh nothing from you,but that 
which he 1s to ſupply with his own preſence to deſire yourLord 
to know his own room ,, & take it eyen upon him to come 
in, in the room of dead children, Jehovah know thy own place 
& take it to thee, is all ye have to ſay; Madam, Iperiwade 
my ſelf, that this world isto you an uncouth Innes , & that ye 
ze like a traveller who hath his bundel upon his back & his ſtaff 
in his hand & his feet upon the door-threshold : Goe forward , 
hmourable + eleff Lady, in the firength of your Lord [let the 
world bide at home & keep the houſe ] with your face toward 
him who longeth more for a ſight of you , then ye can doe 


\Ffor him : ere it be long he will ſee us: I hope to ſee you laugh. 


cheerfully after-noon , as ye have mourned before-noon - 
The hand of the Lord , the hand of the Lord be with you 
in your journey : What have ye to doe here ? This 1s not 
your mountain of reſt , ariſe then and ſet your foot up the 
mountain , goe up out of the wilderneſs leaning upon the. 
choulder of your Beloved Cant, $, v. F , If ye knew the 
relcome that abideth you when ye come home , ye would haftcn 
your pace , for ye $hall ſee your Lord put up his own holy hand: 
toyour face & wipeall tears from your eyes , & Itrow , then ye 
all have ſome joy of heart. Madam , paper willeth me to 


.Fcnd before affeftion : Remember the eſtate of Zion , pray that 


Feruſalem may be as Zechariah propheſied, Ch. 12: 3. A bur- 
denſom None for all, that whoſoever boweth down to roll the 
ſtone out of the way , may hurt & break the joynts of their back 
& ſtrain their arms & disjoynt their shoulder-blades, & pray {| 
lebovath that the ſtone may lie fill in it's own place & keep bond . | 
with the corner-ſtone, I hope it shall beſo , he isaskilled Maſ@ | 
ter-builder who laid it. I would, Madam,under great heavineſs be 
refresched with two lines from your La:pen,which I refer to your 
own wiſdom. Madam, I would ſeem undutifull not to shew you 
that great ſolifitation is made by the town of K:rcadhright for to 
havethe uſe of my poor labours amongſt them : If the Lord shall 
all & his people cry , who am Ito reſiſt ? but without his ſeen 
aling&till the flock whoml now overſce,be planted with one to - 
Eſ 4 whom 
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whom I dare intruſt Chriſt's Spouſe, gold nor filyer nor fayour 


.of men , I hope, shall not looſe me. I leaye your Ls : pray- 
ing more earneſtly for grace & mercy to be with you & multi. 
plied upon you here & hercatter , then my pen can expreſs, The 
Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, 


Kirkcudbright. Tour La at all obedience in 
the Lord,  ' IG 


To my Lady 
kK E N MM ET RE, 


M A D A M. (15) 


H Aving ſaluted you with grace & mercy from God our 
father & from our Lord Jc<ſ{us Chriſt , 1 long both to ſee 
your £3: & to hear how it goeth with you; I doe remember you, 


— 


& preſent you & your neceſfities to him who is able to keep yu 


& preſent you blameleſs before his face with joy : & my prayer 
to our Lord is that ye may be ſick of love for him who died & 
love for you, I mean , your Sayiour Jeſys : And O ſweet wer 
that ſickneſs to be ſoul-ſick for him ! And a living death it 
were, todicin the fire of the love of that ſoul-loyer , Feſwe! And 
Madam, if ye love him ye will keep his commandements, & 
this 1s not one of the leaſt, to lay your neck cheerfully & wil 
lingly under the yoke of Jeſus Chriſt : For I truſt your 
La : did firſt eontrakt and bargain with the Son of God 
to follow him ypon theſe terms, that by his grace ye should 
endure hardship & ſuffer affliction as the ſouldier of Chriſt: 
They are not worthy of Jeſus who will not take a blow 
for their Maſter's fake; For our glorious peace-maker , whet 
he came to make up the friendship betwixt God & us, God 
bruiſed him & ſtrooke him , the {infull world alſo did beat hin 
and crucifie him ; yet he took buffets of both the parties, and 
honour to our Lord Jeſus, he would not leave the field forall 
that, till he had made peace betwixt the parties, I perſwade 
my {elf, yaur ſufferings are but like your Saviour's [ yea in- 

| | come 
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avourſcomparably leſs & lighter] which are called but a bruifing of bis 
pray. fel. Gen. 3. 15, a wound far from the heart: Tour life is bid 
nulti- yith C hr:ſt in: God, Col. 3.3. And therefore ye cannot be robbed of 

Theft, Our Lord handleth us as fathers doe their young children;they 


Ly up jewels 1n a place aboye the reach of the short arm of bairns, 
eſe bairns would put wp their hands & take them down & loſe 
them ſoon : So hath our Lord done with our ſpiritual lite , Jeſus 
Chriſt is the high coffer in the which our Lord hath hid our 
life, we children are not able to reach up ourarm ſo high as 
to take down that life & loſe it , it isin our Chriſt's hand; O, 
long , long may Jeſus be Lord-keeper of ourlife! & happy are 
they that can with the Apoſtle , 2 7:29. 1. lay their ſoul in pawne 
in the hand of Jeſus, for he is able to keep that which is com- 
mitted in pawne to him againſt that day. Then , Madam, ſolong 
% this life 15 not hurt , all other troubles are but touches in the 
heel ; I truſt ye will ſoon be cured, Ye know , Madam , Kings 
haye ſome ſervants in their court that receive not preſent wages 
in their hand, but live upon their hopes : The King of 
Kings alſo hath ſervants in his court that for the preſent get little 
or nothing but the heavie croſs of Chrift, troubles without & 
terrours within , but they live upon hope, when it cometh to 
the parting of the inheritance, they remain in the houſe as 
heirs : It is better to be fo, then to getpreſent payment & a 
portion 1n this life , an inheritance in this world | God forgive 
me that I should honour it with the name of an inheritance, it is 
rather afarme-room] & then in the end to be caſten out of God's 
houſe with this word, Ye have received your confolation , ye will 
get 10 more : Alas ! What get they ? The rich glutton's 


'N heaven : Oh but our Lord, Lyk. 16. maketh it a fillie hea- 


ven ! He fared wet ſaith our Lord] & delicately every day : 
Oh no more! A fillie heaven! Truly no more, except that 
he was clothed in purpje, & that isall;z Tperſwaded my ſelf, 
Madam , ye have joy when ye think that your Lord hath 
dealt more graciouſly with your ſoul. Ye have gotten little 
in this lifes It istrue indeed : Ye haye then the more to crave , 
yea ye have all to crave : For except ſome taſtings of the firſt 
truits & ſome kiſſes of his mouth whom your ſoul loyeth, ye 
F t 8 get 


(459) 


get no more: But I cannot tell you what is to come; yet] pt 
may ſpeak as our Lord doeth of it: The foundation of the city fit w 
is pure gold, clear as cryſtall, the twelve ports are ſet with pre. fſkith 
cious ſtones, If orchards & rivers commend a ſoil upon earth, ut 
there isa Paradiſe there, wherin groweth the tree of life tha Biand 
beareth twelve manner of fruits every moneth , which is ſeya mo 
ſcore & four harveſts in the year , & there is there , a pure river of fad 
water of life proceeding out of the throge of God & ofthe Lamb, ſh: 
& the city hath no need of the light of the ſun or moon or of: flfom 
candle, for the Lord God Almighty & the Lamb is the light the- 
reof. Madam , beleevye and hope for this, till ye ſee & enjoy : Jeſus Fſchar 
is ſaying in the Goſpel, Come & ſee; & he is come down inthe og 
chariot of Truth wherein he rideth through the world to hant 
conquer mens ſouls , Pſal. 45, 4. & is now in the world faying, om 
Who will goe with me ? will ye goe ? my Father will. mabe yu iſo 
welcome & give you houſe-room , for in my Father*s houſe are many that 
dwelling placts: Madam , conſent to goe with him, Thus I reſt, I jet 
commending you to God*s deareſt mercy. | wif 


Anwoth. Tours inthe Lord "uy 
Feſua, S.R. : 


To my Lady -= 
K & NN M WK _E. - 


M A D 4 M: (16) C01 


T Am afraid now [as many others are] that at the ſitting down Þ| We 

_ of our Parliment, our Lord Jeſus his Spouſe $hall be roughly Þ ore 
handled; And it muſtbeſo, fince falſe & declining Scotland, || 60, 
whom our Lord took off the dunghill & out of hell, & made I you 
a fair Bride to himfelf, hath broken her faith to her ſweet hul- Þ| «h 
band, & hath put on the forehead of a whore ; therefore he Þ| on 
faith he will remove : would God we could ſtir up our ſelvesto || hir 
lay hold upon him , who being highly provoked with the hand- ke) 
ling he hath metwith , is ready to depart! Alas, we doe not || noi 

| 1M- 
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yet I $nportune him by prayer & ſupplication',' to abide amongſt us. 


e city 
1 Pre» 
arth, 
that 
ſeven 
er of 
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If we could but weep upon him & in the holy pertinacy of 
wth , wreſtle with him & ſay We will not let thee gee, it may be 
tut then , he who is eaſy to be intreated would yet, not with- 
fading of our high provocations, condeſcend to ſtay & feed 
among the lilies , till that fair & deſirable day break and the 
dadows flee away, Ah! What cauſe of mourning is there? 
When our gold is become dim, & the viſage of our Nazarites 
ſometimes whiter then ſnow , is now become blacker then a 
coal, & Levi's houſe , once comparable to fine gold , is now 
changed , & become like veſſels in whom he hath no plea{ure. 
Madam , think upon this, that when our Lord who hath his 
handkerchief to wipe the face of the mourners in Zion , shall 
come to wipe away all tears from their eyes, he may wipe yours 
io in the paſſing amongſt others. I am confident, Madam, 
that our Lord will yet build anew houſe to himſelf, of our re- 
jeted and ſcattered ſtones : for our bridegroom cannot want a 
wife: Can he live a widow? Nay, he will embrace both 
U; the little young ſiſter , & the elder ſiſter The church of the 
lms, & there will yet be a day of it; & therefore we have 
cuſe to rejoyce, yea to ſing & shout for joy, The Church hath 
cen ſince the world began , ever hanging by a ſmall threed, & 
all the hands of hell & of the wicked have been drawing at the 
threed , but God be thanked they onely brake their arms by 
pulling , but the threed is not broken , for the ſweet fingers of 
Chriſt our Lord have ſpun and twiſted it: Lord hold the threed 
whole! Madam , ſtir up your husband to lay hold upon the 
Covenant, & to doe good: What hath he to doe with the 
World ? It is not his inheritance: Deſire him to make him home 
over, & put to hls hand to lay one ſtone or two upon the wall of 
6od*s houſe before he goe hence, I have heard alſo , Madam, that 
your childe is removed 2 But to have or want is beſt as he pleaſ- 
eh; Whether she be with you or in God*s keeping , think it all 
one; nay think itthe better of the two by far , that she is with 
him, T truſt in our Lord that there is ſomething laid up and 
kept for you ; for our kinde Lord who hath wounded you , will 
not de {ſo cruel as not to allay the pain of your green wound ; & 
| | there 
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therefore claim Chriſt ſtill as your own , & own him as youſſ 
Oze thing. So reſting I recommend your Za : your ſoul & ſpirit 
in pawne to him who keepeth all his father's pawnes, & wil 
makean aceount of them faithfully , even to that faireſt amongj 


the ſons of men, our {ſweet Lord Jeſus, the faireſt j the ſwe 


teſt, the moſt delicious roſe in all his father's great field : Thefſ” 


{mell of that roſe perfume your ſoul, 


Anwoth, Aprill. 1. Your La: in hu ſweeteſt 
1633, Lord Fefwa.. S.R, 


I 


To my Lady 
k 8 N MM DU RE. 


M ADAM. (17) 


I | Determined & was deſirous alſo to haye ſcen your La: butbe- 
"*Caule ofa pain in my arm I could not: Iknow ye will na 
1mpute it to any unſutable forgetfulneſs of your La; from whom 
at my firſt entry tomy calling in this countrey , & ſince alſo, 1 
TEceived ſuch comfort in my aMfliftion , as I truſt in God , ne- 
ver to forgetit . & $hall labour by his grace to recompenceit 
the onely way poſſible to me , & that is , by preſenting your 
foul, perſon, houſe & all your neceſſities, 1n prayer, to him 
{ whole I hope ye are, &)] who is able to keep you till that day of 
appearance, & topreſent you before his face with joy: Iam 
confident your La; is going forward in the begun journey to 
your Lord & father*s home & Kingdom; howbeit ye want 
not temptations within & without: And who among the faints 
hath ever taken that caſtle without ſtroke of ſword ? The chid 
ofthe houſe, our elder brother our Lord Feſuws , not being ex: 
cepted , who won his own houſe & home, due to him by birth, 
with much blood & many blowes, Your La: hath the more 
- Need to look to your elf, becauſe our Lord hath p_ o 

igher 
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* fhioker then the reſt ; and your way to heaven lieth through 
w + \more Wilde and waſte wilderneſs then the way of many of 
w Four fellow-travellers, not onely through the midſt of this wood 
Wul'tthorns The cumberſom world, but alſo through theſe dangerous 
20 qiths The vain glory of it : The conſideration whereof hath often 
Th moved me to pity your ſoul, & the ſoul of your worthy & noble 
* "EF iusband: And itis more toyouto win heaven, being ships of” 
aterburden , and in the main ſea , then for little veſſels that 
zrenot fo much in the mercy and reverence of the ſtorms , be- 
auſe they may come quietly to their port by lanching alongſt 
the coaſt : For the which cauſe ye doe much, if in the midſt of 
— [chatumult of buſineſs, & croud of temptations , ye shall give 
Chriſt Jeſus his own court & his own due place in your ſoul. I 

know & am perſwaded that , that lovely one Feſws is dearer 

to you then many Kingdoms, and that ye eſteem him 

your welbeloved and the ſtandard-bearer among ten thouſand 

(ant, 5. 10. And it becometh him full well to take the place 

2nd the board-head in your ſoul, before all the world - I 
knew, & ſaw him with you in the furnace of affliction ; for 

t be. { ficre he wooed you to himſelf, & choſe you to be his, & now 
he crayeth no other hire of you but your Love, & that he 
get no cauſe to be jealous of you : And therefore, Dear & 
Warthy Lady , be like to the fresh river , that keepethit's own 
_(ficsh taſte in the ſalt ſea. This world 1s not worthy of your ſoul : 
Giyeit not a pood-day when Chriſt cometh in competition with 

it, Be like one of another countrey ; Home & ſtay not ; for 
the ſun is fallen low, & nigh the tops of the mountains, & 
tieshadowsare ſtretched out in great length : linger nct by the 
wy: The world and fin would train you on & make you 
turn aſide : Leave not the way for them, & the Lord Jeſus 
teatthe voyage! Madam, many eyes are upon you, & many 
yould be glad your L2: should ſpill a Chriſtian, and mars 
ief 200d profeſſour : Lord Jeſus mar their godleſs deſires, & 
. keep the conſcience whole without a crack! If there 
th, ['*a hole in it, ſo that it take in water ata leek, it 
wil with difficulty mend again : Itis a dainty delicate 


nreature , & arare piece of the workmanship of your maker ; & 
| there for 


teſt 
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therefore deal gently with it, & keep it intire ; that ami i 
h 


this world's glory, your La: may learn to entertain Chriſt, 
& whatſoever creature your La: findeth not to ſmell of him, | 
may have no better relish to you then the white of an egpe, 
Madam, it is a part of the truth of your profeſſion, to dr 

words in the ears of your Noble husband continually , of Eter. 
nity, Judgement, Death, Hell , Heaven, 'The honourable 


Profeſſion , The ſins of his Father's Houſe : He muſt recko** 


with God for his father's debt: Forgetting of accounts pay 
not debt: Nay the, intereſt of a forgotten bond runneth yy 
with God to intereſt upon intereſt : [ know he looketh home. 
ward & loveth the truth; bur I pity him with my ſoul, becauſe 
of his many temptations; Satan layeth upon men a burthendf 
cares above a load, & maketh a pack-horfe of mens ſouls, when 
they are wholly ſet upon this world ; We ow the Devil no ſuch 
ſervice : It were wiſdom to throw off that load into a mire, & 
to caſt all our cares over upon God, Madam , think ye haveno 
childe : Subſcribe a bond to your Lord, That she shall be hi 
if he take her, & thanks & praiſe & glory to his holy name, 
Shall be the intereſt for a year's loan of her: Look for croſſes, 
& while it is fair weather , mend the fails of the ship. Now, 
hoping your Ls: will pardon my tediouſneſs, I recommend 
your ſoul & perſon to the grace & mercy of our ſweet Lord 
Jeſus, in whom Iam. : 


Anwoth. Nov. 15. Ton La: at all dutifull obe. 
1633, dience in Chriſt, S,R, 


| ti— 


—_ —_— 


To my Lady 
k SS NM 3H RE. 


M AD 4 M. (18) 


H Aving received a letter from ſome of the worthieft ofthe 

Miniſtery in this Kingdom, the contents whereof I am 
defired to communicate to ſuch profeſſours in theſe parts asl 
know 
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tow love the beauty of Zion , & are afflicted to ſee the Lord's 
rigeyard troden under foot by the wilde boars out of the wood , 
who lay it waſtez I could not but alſo defire your Ls: help 
p joyn with the reſt , defiring you to impart it to y Lord 


'Yjour busband , & if ye think it needfull, I shall writeto his 
Plat as Mr G. G, shall advertiſe me, Know therefore that the 
"Ub affected of the Miniſtery have thought it convenient & ne- 


eſſary at ſuch a time as this, that all who love the truth should 
joyn their prayers together, & cry to God with humiliation & 
ating : The times which are agreed upon., are, the two - 
firſt {abbaths of February next , & the (ix dayes interveening be- 


 Etwixt theſe ſabbaths, as they may conveniently be had, & the firſt 


fabbath of every Quarter: And the Cauſes, as they are written to 
ne, are theſe. 1. Beſides the diſtreſſes of the Reformed Churches 
abroad , the many reigning ſins of uncleanneſs , ungodlineſs 
& unrighteouſneſs in this land , the preſent judgements on the 
land, & many moe hanging over us, whereof few are ſen- 
ble, or yet know the right & true cauſe ofthem. 2. The la- 
mentable & pititull eſtate of a glorious Church ['in ſo short a. 
time, againft ſo many bonds] in DoEatrine , Sacraments & 
Diſcipline > ſo ſore perſecuted , in the perſons of faithfull 
Rſtors and profeſſors, and the door of God's houſe kept 
ſo ſtrait , by Baſtard-Porters, in ſo much , that worthy 
nftruments , able for the work , are held at the door, the 
Rulers having turned over Religion into Policy , & the Multi- 
tude ready to receive any Religion that shall be enjoyned by 
Authority. 3. In our Humiliation , beſides that we are under 
2 neceſſity of deprecating God's wrath , & vowing to God fin- 
cerely new obedience , the weakneſs , coldneſs, filence & 
lukewarmneſs of ſome of the beſt of the Miniftery,&the deadneſs 
Profeſſors , who haye ſuffered the truth both ſecretly to be 
foln away & openly to be plucked from us, would be confeſſed, 
4 Atheiſm , Idolatry , profanity & vanity would be confefled : 
our King's heart recommended to God, & God intreated that 
ke would ſtir up the Nobles & the People toturn from their evil 
myes, Thus , Maiam , hoping that your La : will joyn 
with others , that ſuch a work be not {lighted at ſuch a neceſſa- 

| ry 
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rf time; when our Kirk is atthe oyerturning : I will promigy, 
to my {elf your help, as the Lord in ſecrecy & prudenceshlllſy 
enable you , that your La : may rejoyce with the Lord's peoplly; 
when deliverance shall come; for true & ſincere humilatiafſhy 
camealwayes ſpeed with God : And when Authority , King il 
Couet & Church-men oppoſe the truth, what other armouſſ41 
have we but prayer & faith? Whereby if we wreſtle with him,ſſyir 
there is ground to hope that theſe who would remove the burſ{py 
denſom ftone out of it's place shall but hurt their back , & thefhe 
ſtone $hall not be moved , at leaſt not removed. Zech. 12,3Þthe 
Grace, grace be with you , from him who hath called you theſſþ 


inheritance ofthe ſaints in light. af 
Anwoth. Jan. 23. Your La : at all ſubmiſſive eaf 
1634. obedience in his ſweet Lord leet 

Feſus, S.R, 


To my Lady 
KS NAMIT RE, 


M A D A M, (19) 
AE ſubmiſſive & dutifull obedience in our Lord ſeſus rentem-ſ; 
bered, I truſt I need not much intreat your La: tolookto 
him who hath ſtricken you at this time, bur my duty in the me- 
mory of that comfort I found in your La: kindneſs , when I ws 
noleſsheavy ina caſe not unlike that, ſpeaketh to me , to af 
ſomething now.& I wish I could eaſe your La:at leaſt with words 
I am perſwaded your Phyſician will not flay you,but purge you; 
& {ceing he calleth himſelf the Chirurgion who maketh the 
wound & bindeth it up again , for to launce- a wound is notto 
Kill, but cure the patient] Deut, 32. 3o. 1 Sam. 2. 6. Fob 6 
V. 18. Hoſ. 6. 1. I beleeve, Faith will teach you to kiſs a ſtriking; 
Lord, & ſo acknowledge the ſoveraignty of God [inthe death 
of a childe] to be aboye the power of us mortal men, who maj 
pluck up a flower in the bud & not be blamed tor it; If our yo: 
Lor 


(4855) 
onuley7.ord pluck up ohe of his Roſes, and pull down ſowre & green 
ehalfuic before harveſt, who can challenge him ? For he ſendeth 
peoplys to this world as men to a market , wherein ſome ſtay many 
lationlhours , & eat & drink, & buy & ſell, & paſs through the fair , 
King fill they. be weary, & ſuch are theſe who live long & get a hearty 
rmourf]l of this life ; -And others again come flipping in tothe mor- 
him, Fring-marker , & doe neither fit nor ſtand, nor buy norſell, 
eburſhut look about them a little & paſs preſently home again, and 
& theſtheſe are infants & oung ones, who end theirshort market in 
I2, the morning , & get tk a short view of the fair : Our Lord, who 
u the hath numbered man's moneths & ſet him bounds that he cannot 
ps, Foh, 14, 5, hath written the length of our market , & it 1s 
afier to complain of the deerce then td changeit. I verily be= 
keve when I write this, your Lord hath taught your La: to lay 
your hand on your mouth: But I $hall be far from defirin 

your Ls : orany others to caſt by a croſs, like an old uſeleſs bi 

that is onely for the fire , butrather would wish , each croſs were 
boked 1n the face ſeven times ,. & were read oyer & over again - 
:isthe Meſſenger of the Lord, & ſpeakes ſomething, & the man. 
of underſtanding will hear the rod & him that hath appointed it - 
ly what is the taſle of the Lord's cup , & drink with God's bleſſing , 
that ye miay grow thereby. I truſt in God , whatever other ſpeech is 
uttered to your ſoul, this is one word in it, F0b.5 . 17. Behola,bleſſed 
1em'Y;; the :4n whom God carreFetb : And thatit ſaith to you , Te @re 
ok to from home while here , ye are not of this world , as yoar Redeemer , 
- MEN Chriſt , was not of this world ; There is ſomething keeping for you, 
[ was which is worth the having : All that is here 15 condemned to die, 
) ſaf topals away like a ſ\now-ball before a ſummer-ſun:& ſinceDeath 
ords Ytwk firſt poſſeſſion of ſomething of yours : it hath been & daily 
Yo-Fixcreeping nearer & nearer to your ſelf, howbeit with no noiſe of 
: itYfeer. Your husband man &Lord hath lopped off ſome branches al- 
Ot Brady , the treeit ſelf is to be tranſplanted tothe high garden in 
6 igood time be it, our Lordripen your La: all theſe croſles ['& 
King indeed when I remember them , they are heavy & many , peace, 
cath ae be the end of them] are to make you white & ripe for the 
maſFlord*s harveſt-hook. I have ſeen the Lord weaning you from the 
dr Vhrafts of this world $ it was neyer his mindeit , Should be your 
Lord * patrimony 


ſ 
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patrimony , & God be thanked for that , ye look the liker on: 
of the heits: let the moyeables goe , why not ? They are nc 
yours; faſten your grips upon the heritage ; & our Lord Jeſu 
make the charters ſure, & give your Ls: to grow as a palm. tre 
on God's mount Zion , howbeit shaken with winds , ye 
the root is faſt. This is all I can doe, to recommend your «þ 
to your Lord, who hath you written upon the palms of his hand 
if I were ablerodoec more, your Ls: may beleeve me, tha}! 
oladly I would, I truſt shortly to ſee your Ls : Now he who 
hath ealled you. confirm & ſtablish your heart in grace unto the 

day of the liberty of the ſons of Ged. X 


Ardwell, April 29, Your La : at all ſubmiſſrus 
1634. obedience in his ſweet 


Lord Feſus, S,R, 


To my Lady 
LE EN MT RE, 


My wery Noble & worthy Lady, (20) 


O oft as I call to minde the comforts that I my ſelf , a poor 

C2 friendleſs ſtranger , received from your Ls : here in: 
' ſtrange part of the countrey , when my Lord rook from methe 
delight of mine eyes, as the word ſpeaketh , Exek. 24. 16 
{ which wound is not yet fully healed & cured] I truſt you 
Lord $shall remember that & give you comfort now at ſucha 
time as this , wherein your deareſt Lord hath made you a widow 
that ye may. be afree Woman for Chriſt who is now ſuteing fat 
marriage-love of you; & therefore ſince you lie alone in your 
bed , let Chrift be as a bundle of myrrhe to ſleep & lie all the 
night betwixt your breaſts, Cant. x, 13+ & then your beduſp,... 
etter filled then before: And ſeeing amongſt all croſſes ſpoken, 1 
of in our Lord's word , this giveth you a particular right to wake, 
God your husband , [which] was not ſo yours while your = ke, 
a 
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hand was alive] read God's mercy ont of this viſitationz And 
abeit I muſt out of ſome experience ſay , the mourning far the 
jusband of your youth , be , by God's own mouth the heavieſt 
wordly ſorrow , eel x, 8. & though this be the weightieſt 
JF jarden that ever lay upon your back? Yet ye know [| when. 
Bae the fields are emptied & your husband now aſleep inthe Lord] 
that fyeshall wait upon him who hideth his face for a while, that it 
who ih upon God's honour & truth to fill the field & to be a hus- 
o the band to the widow : See & conſider then what ye have loſt & 

how little it is, Therefore, Mzdam , let me intreat you in the 
bowels of Chriſt Jeſus & by the comforts of his Spirit & your 
wpearance before him , let God & men & Angels now ſee what 
[Jin you : The Lord hath peirced the veſſel, it will be known 

whether there be in it wine or water : let your faith & patience 

te feen , that it may be known , your onely beloved firſt 
— Jad laſt hath been Chriſt : And therefore now ware your 
whole love upon him , he alone is a ſutable obje& for your 
bye and all the affeions of your ſoul - God hath dried up 
one channel of your love by the remoyal of your husband , 
lt now that ſpeat run upon Chriſt. Your Lord & lover hath 
praciouily taken out your husband's name & your name 
out of the ſummonds that are raiſed at the inſtance of the ter 
ble fin - revenging Judge of the world againſt the houſe of 
be Kenmure : And I dare ſay that God's hammering of you 
from your youth is onely to make you a fair carved ſtone in the 
bgh upper temple of the new Feru/a/em: Your Lord never 
Jtought this world's vain painted glory a gift worthy of you ; 
& therefore would not beſtow it on you , becauſe heis to pro- 
pine you with a better portion: Let the moveables goe , the 
nheritance is yours: Ye are a childe of the houſe & joy is 
ad up for you, it is long in coming , but not the worſe for 
1 am now expecting to ſee , & that with joy & comtort, 
; Fat which I hoped of you fince I knew you fully , even that ye 
"ve laid ſuch trength upon the Holy One of If-ae/ that ye defie 
oubles, & that your ſoul is a caſtiethat may be beſieged bur 
annot be taken. What have ye to doe here ? This world never 
- wked like a friend upon you , ye ow it litiizloye, wu looked 
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efer ſowre-like upon you : Howbeit ye should wooe it, 1 fy, 
wil nut match with you ; & therefore never ſcek warm fire un. 
der coldice : "This is not a field where your happineſs groweth, 
it 1s, up aboye, where, Rev. 7, 9. there are 4 grea? multitude, 
which uo man can number , of all aations , &# Kinareds, & people, 
&- tongues, landing before the throne & before the Lamb,clothed with 
white robes, & palms im their hands: What ye could never get hers, 
ye $hall finde there, And withall conſider how in all theſe trials 
[& truly they have been many] your Lord hath been looſing 
you at the root from perishing things, & hunting after you, to 
grip your foul: Madam, for the Son of God's ſake, let hin 
not miſs his grip , but ſtay & abide in the love of God , as Fu 
faith, ver: 21. Now , Madam , I hope your La: will take the f; 
lines in good part , & wherein I have fallen shorr & failed to your 
L3a: in not evidencing what I was obliged to your more then 
undeſerved love & refvett, I requeſt for a full pardon forit ſ; 
Apain, my dear & noble Lady, let me beſeech you tolift uy 
your head, for the day of your redemption draweth neat: AndF 
remember, that ſtar that shined in GaZway is now shiningin 
another world. Now I pray that God may anſwer his ownfſ; 
Rile to your ſoul. & that he may be to you zhe God of allcorſe-ll ,; 
lations, Thus I remain* 


Anwoth. Sept. 14. Tour La , at all dutifull obedience 
1634+ intheLord, S, R. 


To my Lady 
K LE HH HL EK E 


M 4D 4A M. (21) 
A Ll dutitull obedience in our Lord remembered. I know ye 
are now near one of theſe ſtraits in which ye have been be- 
fore: But becauſe your outward comforts are fewer , I praſ 
hira whoſe yeare , to ſupply what ye want , an other Way: for 
howbeit we cannot win to the bottom of his wiſe Providence j 


who ruleth all: yet it is certain, this is not onely good wm 
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it , the Almighty hath done , butzit is beſt, & he hath reckoned all 
Ute Four ſteps to heaven, & if your La: were through this water , 
reth,thereare the fewer behinde ; & if this were the laft , I hope your 
tude, 1s: hath learned by on-waiting to make your acquaiptance 
oZle, ith Death, which being to the Lord , the woman's ſeed Fe- 
with ſw, onely a bloody heel & not a broken head , Ger. 3 : 15, can» 
here, Ft be ill to his friends , who get tarleſs of Death then himſelf : 
trials Therefore , Madam , ſecing ye know not but the journey is end- 
ing Ned & ye are come tothe water-fide, in God's wiſdom look all 
L » (0 jour papers & your counts, & whether ye be ready to receive 
hin the Kingdom of heaven as a little childe , in whom there is little 
Jul zughtineſs & much humility, I would be far from diſcourag- 
theſe ng your Ls: but there is an abſolute neceſhiry , that near eterni- 
you'ſ't, we look ere we leap, ſceing no man winneth back again to 
then nend his leap. I am confident your Ls : thinketh often upon 
orit, it, & that your old guide shall goe before you & take your hand: 
ft uwF} His love ro you will not grow ſowre nor wear out of date, as 
AnlY thelove of men , which groweth old & gray haired often before 
ogy themſelves. Ye have ſo much the more reaſon to love a bettey 
OWN life then this , becauſe this world hath been to you a cold fire, 
01fe-f with little heat to the body & as little light, & much ſmoke 

to hurt the eyes: But, Magam, your Lord would have you 
-e [thinking it but dry breaſts, full of wind & empty of food, In 

this late viſitation that hath befallen your Ls : ye have ſeen God?s 
— P[lve&carein ſuch a meaſure ,. that I thought , our Lord brake 
the sharp point off the croſs, & made us and your La: ſec 
Chrift take poſſeſſion , and infeftment upon earth of him 
who is now reigning & triumphing with the hundred forty & 
four thouſand; who ſtand with the Lamb on mount Zion. I 
know : the ſweeteſt of it, is bitter to you , but your Lord will 
not give you pointed croſſes : He paireth not all the hitterneſs 
WY] from the croſs , neither taketh he the sharp edge quite from it , 
n be-F] then it should be of your wailing & not of his , which should 
PIaſy have as little reaſon in it , as itshould have profit for us. Onely , 
© folf Madam , God commandeth you now: to beleeve & caſt anchor 


enclin the dark night, & climb up the mountain + He who hath 


wy alled you ; cſtablish you & confirm you to the end, Ihad a 


Gg 3 -pur- 
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purpoſe to have viſited your La : but when I thought better up. 
onit, the truth is, E cannot ſee what my company could projy | 
you: & this hath broken off my purpoſe , & noe other thing, x4 | 
ye know many honourable friends & worthy proteſſfors will ſee 
your La: & that the Son of God is with you, to whoſe loyek 


mercy , from my ſoul, Irecommend your La: & remain, " 
Anwoth. Nov. 29. Nnr La: at all dutifull obedience 
I 634+ in his ſweet Lord Feſus , S.R, 
To my Lady 
EN MT RE. 
M A D A M. 
(22) 'R 


MY humble obedience in the Lord remembered ; Know: 
it hath pleaſed the Lord to let me ſee, by all apperance Fj 

my labours in' God's houſe here are at an end, & I muſtnowſſ (4 
learn to ſuffer, in the which I am a dull Scholer, By a ſtrange 
Proyidence, ſome of my papers anent the corruptions of thuſſy 
time , are come to our King's hand ; I know, by the wiſe&1,,, 
well affected, I shall be cenſured as not wiſe nor circumſpedſſ}, , 
enough , but it is ordinary , that, that should be a part of the 
croſs of theſe who ſuffer tor him : Yet I love & pardon thein 
ftrument, I would commit my life to him , howbeit by hin 
this hath befallen me but I look higher then to him. I make 
no queſtion of your Ls : love & care to doe what ye can for my, | 
help , & am perſwaded that in my adverſities your La : will wid y , 
me well. I ſeek no other thing , but that my Lord may be hol jy; 
noured by mein giving a teſtimony ; I was willing to doe hin eſp 
more ſervice , but ſeeing he will have no more of my labours&l 
this land will thruſt me out, I pray for grace to learn to beac}Þ ny 
quaint with miſery, if I may give ſo rough a name to ſuchafſ},, 
mark of theſe who $hall be crowned with Chriſt: And how-ſlgir 
bcit I will poſſibly prove faint-hearted unwiſe man in _ 1 I'Y 
are 


(471) 


WE gre fay , I intend other wiſe : And Ideſirenot to goeon the 
proieie.Gde or ſunny-fide of Religion , to put Truth betwixt me 


j } 
Ty 
ove 
N. 
ience 


R, 


—_ 


raftorm ; my Saytour did not ſofor me , who in his ſuffering 
ok the windy ſide of the hill. No further , but the Son of God 


te with you. 


Anwoth. Dec, 5. Tour La: in the Lord 
1634. Feſm, S.R. 


8 


To my Lady 
KEN M UK EL 


M 4&f{ D 4£X NM. (23) 


Received your La: letter from I. G. I thank our Lord, ye 

areas well, atleaſtas one may be, whois not come home: 
tisamercy in this tormy ſea toget a ſecond wind, for none 
of the ſaints get a firſt, bur they muſt take the winde as the 
Lord of the ſeas cauſeth them to blow , & the Inne as the Lord 
& Maſter of the Innes hath ordered it: if contentment were 
here, heaven were not heaven; Who ever ſeek the world to 
k their bed , shall at beſt finde it short & ill, made & a ſtone 
under their {ide to hold them waking rather then a ſoft pillow to 
ſleep upon : Ye ought to bleſs your Lord that 1t is not worſe : 
melivein a ſea where many have ſuffered shipwrack , and have 
need that Chriſt fit at the helm of the ship : it is a mercy to win 
to heaven, though with much hard toil & heavy labour, 
&totake it by violence ill & well as it may be: better goe 
ſwimming & wet through our waters , then drown by the way ; 
epecially now when Truth ſuffereth , & great men bid Chriſt 
fit lower & contra& himſelf in leſs bounds, as if he took too 
much room. I expect our new Prelate shall try my fitting : I 
hang by a threed, but it is [if I may ſpeak ſo] of Chriſt's 


re Err SE———_ 


inning , there is no quarrel more honeſt or honourable , then 


to ſuffer for truth : bnt the worſt is, that this Kirk is like to 
| Gg 4 | ſink 
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ſink, & all herloyers & friends ſtand afar off, none mourn with 


her & none mourn for her. But the Lord Jeſus will nor bepu ff i 


out of his.conqueſt ſo ſoon in Scotland; it will be ſeen , the 
Kirk & Truth will riſe again within three dayes , & Chriſt again 
Shall ride upon hjs white horſe , howbeit his horſe ſeem now to 


fumble, yethe cannot fall, the fulneſs of Chriſt's harveſt inthe (| 


end ofthe earth is not yet come in.I ſpeak not this becauſe [ would 
have it ſo , but upon better grounds then my naked liking: but 
enough of this {ad ſubje&. 1 long to be fully aſſured of your Lu: 
welfare & that your ſoul proſpereth , eſpecially now in your {6 
litary life > when your comforts outward are few, & when 
Chriſt hath you for the very uptaking. I know , hislovetoyau 
is ſtill running over, & his love hath not ſo bad a memory asto 
forget you , & your dear childe, who hath two fathers in heaven, 
the one the Ancient of dayes : I truſt in his mercy , he hath ſome- 
thing laid up for him above, howeyer it may goe with him here, 
I know it is long ſince your La: ſaw this world turned your 
ſtep-mother & did for ſake you, Madam , ye have reaſon to take 
in good patt alean dinner & ſpare diet in this life , ſeeing your 
large ſupper of the Lamb's preparing will recompence all: le 
it goe,, which was never yours , but onely in fight, notinpro 
perty : the time of your loan will wear shorter & $horter , & 
time is meaſured to you by ounce-weights:& then I know, your 
hope $hall be a full ear of corn & not blaſted with wind; it may 
be your joy, that your anchor is up within the vail , & that the 

round it 1s caſt ypon, 1s not falſe but firm. God hath done 
his part , I hope ye will not deny to fish & fetch home all your 
love to himſelf, & 1t is bur too narrow & short for him , ifit 
were more: if ye were before pouring all your love [if it had 
been many gallons more] in upon your Lord , if drops fell by 
in the in-pouring , he forgiveth you : he hath done now all 
ther can be done, to win beyond it all, 8& hath left littleto 
wooe your love from himſelf, except one onely childe: what 
rs his purpole herein , he knoweth beſt , who hath taken your 
ſaul in tutouring + Your faith may be boldly charitable of 


Chriſt , that however matters goe , the worſt shall be 8 tired tra 


atyer, & a joyful &r ſeoeet welcome home : the back of your win: 
| ter 
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ter-night is broken: Look to the Eaſt , the day skie is break- 
ing: think not that Chriſt loſeth time or lingereth unſutably , 
O fair, fair , & \weet morning! We are but here as ſea-paſ- 
ſengers , if we look right, we are upon our countrey-coaſt, 
our Redeemer is faſt coming to take this old worm-eaten world, 
lkean old moth-eaten garment , in histwo hands, &to roll it 
w& lay it by him. Theſe are the laſt dayes, & an oath sgiven, 
Kev. 19. by God himſelf that Time shall be no more : & when Time 
it ſelf is old & gray-haired , it were good we were away. Thus, 
Madam ,yeſee Iam, as my cuſtom is, tedious in my lines: your 
Ls; will pardon it, The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit. 


Anwoth. January 18, Tour La: at all obedience 
1636. in Chrift, S. R. 


— 


To my Lady 
KEE EN MM U K © 


Right honourable. (24) 
] Cannot finde time for writing ſome things I intended on 
Fob, I have been ſo taken up with the broils that we are in- 
cumbered with in our calling : for our Prelat will have us either 
to ſwallow our light over & digeſt it contrary to our ſtomacks , 


howbeit we should vomit out conſeience & all, in this troubleſom 


Conformity - or then he will try if Deprivation can convert vs to 
the Ceremonial faith, I write to your La: Madam , not as diſtruſt- 
ing your affeftion or willingnefſe to help me , is your Ls: 
is able by your ſelf or others , but to advertiſe you , that, 
Thang by a ſmall threed : tor our learned Trelat, becauſe 
we cannot ſee with his eyes, ſo far in a mil-ſtone as his 
light doeth , will not follow his Maſter, meek Jeſus, who 
waiteth upon the wearied & short-breathed in the way to hea- 
yen: & where all ſee not alike & ſome are weaker,he carricth the 
lambs in his boſom , & leadeth gently theſe that are with young. 
But we muſt cither ſee all the cyill cf Ceremonies to be but 
&F'F as 
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as indifferent ſtrawes , or ſuffer no leſs then to be caſten out of the 
Lord's inheritance. Madam: , if I had time, I would writs 
more at length , but your Ls: will pardon metill a fitteroc- 
cation. Grace be with you and your childe , and bear you 
company to your beſt home. 


Anwoth, June: 8 Your La : in his ſweet Lord 
1636. Feſus , S. Re 


TO EARLESTOW N Ele. 


Mach honoared Sir. (25) 


Have heard of the minde & malice of your adverſaries againſt 

you: It's like they will extend the law they have, inlength 

& breadth anſwerable to their heat of minde, but it is a great 
part of your glory that the cauſe is not yours, but your Lord'; 
whom ye ſerve, & I doubt not but Chriſt will count it his ho- 
nour to back his weak ſeryant, & it were ashame for him (with 
reverence to his holy Name) that he should ſuffer himſelf to be 
in the common of ſuch a poor man as ye are , & that ye should 
give out for him & not getin again: Write up your disburſ- 
ments for your Maſter Chriſt , & keep the count what yegive 
out , whether name, credit, goods, or life , & ſuſpend your 
reckoning till nigh the evening , & remember that a poor weak 
ſervant of Chriſt wrote it to you, ye shall have Chriſt, a King, 
caution for your incomes & all your liſſes : Reckon not from the 
fore-noon : Take the word of God for your warrant , and for 
Chriſt's a& of cautionry ; howbeit body , life & goods goe for 
Chriſt your Lord, & though yeshould loſe the head for him ; 
yet Lak2 1. 18. There shainot one hair of your head perish, ver. 19. 
in patience therefore poſſeſs your ſoul : & becauſe ye are the firlt 
man in Galway called out & queſtioned for the name of ſeſus, 
his eye hath been upon you as upon one whom he hath deſigned 
to be among his witneſſes : Chriſt hath ſaid , Alexander Gordon 
«ball lead the ring in witweſſng a good confeſſion ; & therefore he 
hath put the garland of ſugering for himſelf firft upon your v__ 

en 
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think your ſelf ſo much the more obliged to him , & fear not; for 
he layeth his right hand on your head : He who was dead & 15 
alive will plead your cauſe, & will look attentively upon the pro- 
cl from the beginning to the end , & the Spirit of glory shall 
reſt upon you, Rev: 2: 10. Fear none of theſe things which thou 
thalt ſuffer , behold the Devil shal caft ſome of you into priſon that 
Je may be tried, & ye shall have tribulation ten dayes : Be thou 


faithfull unto the death , & I will give thee the crown of life : That 


lovely ene Feſiw, who alſo became the Son of man that he might 
take ſtrokes for you, write the croſs-ſ\weetning & ſoul-ſuppoting 
ſenſe of theſe words in your heart; Theſe rumbling wheels of 
icatland?s ten days tribulation are under his look who hath ſe- 
yen eyes? Take a houſe on your head , & lip your ſelf by faith 
in under Chriſt's wings, till the ſtorm be over: And remem- 
ber when they have drunken us down, Fernſalem will be a Cup 
of trembling & of poiſon: Zech, 123 2. They shall be fain to 
yomit out the ſaints; for Iudah, v,6. Shall be a hearth of fire in 8 


. | cheaf, &+ they 5hall devour all the people round about , on the right 


band &* on the left, Woe to Zion's enemies; they have the 
worlt of it ; for we have write for the victory. Sir , ye were ne- 
yer honourable till now: this is your glory that Chriſt hath put 
you n the roll with himſelf , and the reſt of the witneſſes , who 
are come out of great tribulation,& have washen their garments 
& made them white in the blood ofthe Lamb. Be not caſt down 
for what the ſervants of Antichriſt caſt in your teeth , that ye are 
8 head to: and favourer of the Puritans , &r leader to that ſefF, if 
your conſcience ſay, Alas, hereis much din & little done | as the 
proverb 1s] becauſe ye have not done ſo much ſervice to Chriſt 
that way as ye might & should ; Take courage from that ſame 
temptation ; for your Lord Chriſt looketh upon that yery chal- 
lenge as an hungring deſire inyou to have done more then ye 
did, & that filleth up the blank, & he will accept of what ye have 
done in that kinde. If great men be kinde to you , I pray you 0- 
rerlook them ; if they ſmile on you, Chriſt but borroweth their 
face to ſmile through them upon his afflifted ſeryant: know the 
well-head , & for all that, learn the way to the well it ſelf. 
Thank God that Chriſt came to your houſe in your abſence & 

tc 


p 
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took with him ſome of your children 2 He preſumed that mug 
on your love, that ye would not offend ; & howbeir he shoyl( 
take the reſt, he cannot come upon your wrong fide: I queſtion 
not, ifthey were children of gold , bnt yethink them well be. 


ſtowed upon him $ expound well rwo rods on you , one in you 


houſe at home, another on your own perſon abroad 2 Loy 
thinketh no evil ; If ye were not Chriſt's wheat appointed ty 
be bread in his houſe, he would not grind you thus : But key 
the middle line, neither deſpiſe nor faint. Hebr. 12,6. Yeſe 
your father is homely with you : Strokes of a father evidend 
kindneſs & care, take them ſo - I hope your Lord hath mz 
nifeſted himſelf to you and ſnggeſted theie or more choice 
thoughts about his dealing with you we are uſing our weak 
moyen & credit for you, up at our own court; as we doy 
we pray the King to hear us, & the Son of man to goe fide fir 
fide with you , & hand in hand in the fiery oven, & to quicken 
& encourage your unbeleeving heart when ye droop & deſpond, 
S:y , tothe honour of Chrilt be it ſaid , my faith goeth with my 
pen now , I am preſently beleeving Chriſt $hall bring you 
out, Truth in Scorland shall keep the crown of the cauſcy yet: 
the ſaints shall ſee Religion goe naked at noonday free from 
Shame & fear of men: We $hall yet divide Sechem & ride upon 
the high places of Zacob. Remember my obliged reſpects & 


Jove to my lady Kenmure & her ſweet childe. 
Anwoth. July 6, Tours ever in his ſure 


— 


1636 Lord Feſus, S,R. 


To the Vicounteſs of 
K EN MT@® RE, 


M AD 4 M. (26) 


SZ (Cy oe mercy & peace be to you -- I know ye are neat 
— many comforters & that the promiſed comforter is neat 
hand alfo - yet becauſe I found your La: comfortable to my 
ſelfin my ſad dayes that are not yet oyer my head , it is my " 
| an 


pg &, in that kinde] ro __ to you in your wilderneſs-lot, L 
y 


eſtion] (00W » Dear &- Noble La 


[[ be. 


ear 
ear 
m} 
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1nd more in many reſpe&s [howbeit I can doe little,God know- 


» this loſs of your dear childe came 
upon you » one piece & part of it after another, & that ye was 
lboking for it, & that now the Almighty hath vrought on you 
that which ye feared, & that your Lord gave you lawfull war- 
ting, & I hope for his ſake who brewed & mixed this cup in 
heaven, yewill gladly drink, and ſalute & welcome the croſs. 
lam ſure , it is not your Lord's minde to feed you with judge- 
ment & wormwood , & to give you waters of gall ro drink , 
Exck. 24. 16. Fer. 9, 15. Iknow your cup is ſugared with mer- 
<, & that the withering of the bloom , the flower, even the 
white & red of worldly joyes, is for no other end , but to buy 
out at the ground the reverſion of your heart and love. Madam, . 


ſubſcribe the Almightie's will, put your hand tothe pen, & | 


the croſe of your Lord Jeſus have your ſubmiſſive and reſolute 
AMEN. Ifye ask and try whoſe this croſs is? I dare ſay, it 
isnot all your own, the beſt half of itis Chriſt's; then your 
croſs is no born baſtard, but lawfully begotten , /* ſprang not 


oj wt of the duſt, Fob. 5. 6. if Chriſt & ye be halyers of this ſuſſering , 
& he ſay half mine , whatshould aile you? & Lam ſure, Iam 


here right upon the ſtile of the wordof God. Phil. 3. 10. The 
felowship of Chriſt's ſufferings , Col, 1. 29. The remnant of the 
offi.tions of Ehriſt, Heb, 11, 28. The reproach of Chriſt , It were 
to shift the comforts of God , to fay, Chriſt had neyer 
fuck a croſs as mine, he had never a dead childe, & fo 
this is not his croſle , neither can he in that meaning be the 
owner of this croſs : but I hope , Chriſt when he married you , 
married you and all the croſſes & wo-hearts that tollow you, 
& the word maketh no exception. 1/a. 63.9. In all their 
iff.Fions be was affified: Then Chrift bore the firſt ſtroke of 
this croſs, it rebounded off him on upon you, & ye got it 
a the ſecond hand-, & ye and heare halversinit: And Ishall 
deleeve for my part, he mindeth to diſtill heaven out of this 
loſs and all other the like : for wiſdom deviſed it , and love 
laid it on, and Chriſt owneth it as his own, and putteth 


your showlder onely beneath 2 piece of it: take it. with joy as 
= is 
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no baſtard croſs, but as a viſitation of God , well born; anq jt 
ſpend the reft of your appointed time till your change * pak 

pen your app Md ge Ccomenn 
the work of beleeving; and let faith, that never yet made; 
Iye to you , ſpeak for God”s part of it , he will not , he doeth ny 
make you a ſea or awhalefich , that he keepeth you in ward Fob. 7,1; 
It may be, ye think not many of the children of God in ſuch; 
hard'caſe as your ſelf , but what would ye think of ſome why 
would exchange afflictions & give you to the boot; but; 
know , yours muſt be your own alone and Chriſt's together, 
I confeſs it ſeemed ſtrange to me, that your Lord should haye 
done that which ſeemeth to ding out the bottom of your com. 
forts worldly , but we ſee not tothe ground of the Almightie; 
ſo veraignity , he goeth by on our right hand , & on our left hand, 
we ſee him n0t : We ſee but pieces of the broken links ofthe 
chain of his proyidence , . and he coggeth the wheels of his own 
providence that we ſee not, O let the former werk his own 
clay in what frame he pleaſeth ! Shall any teach the Almigh 
kxowledge? If he purſue dry ſtubble, who dare ſay, what doeff thai 
doe not wonder to ſee the Judge of the world weave in one web, 
your mercies , & the judgements,of the houſe of the Keumure: he 
can make one web of contraries, Bur my weak advice, with reve. 
rence & correction , were for yau , Derr & worthy Lady, to ſee 
how fat:tmortification goeth on, what ſcum the Lord's fire 
caſteth out of you, Iknow ye ſee your knottineſs, ſinceour 
Lord whytcth & heweth & plaineth you , & the glanceing df 
the furnace 1s to let you ſee, what ſcum or refuſe ye muſt 
want , & what froath is in nature , that muſt be boiled out, & 
taken off in the fire of your trials. I doe not fay , heavier afflic | — 
tions prophelic heavier guiltineſs ; a croſs 1s ofren but a falſe pro- 
phet in this kinde : but I am ſure, our Lord would have the tin 
& the baſtard mettall in you, removed , leaſt the Lord ſay, 
the bellowes are hurnt, the lead is conſumed in the fire , tht 
founder melteth inwain, Fer.6. 29, And Ishall hope, that grid 
Shall not ſo far ſmother your light as not to practize this ſo ne- 
ceſſary a duty to concur with him in this bleſſed deſign. 1 & 
would gladly plead for the comforter*s part of it , not be 
againſt you, Madam, [for I am ſure ye are not ks _- 
party 
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party ] but. againft your grief , which will have it's own 
and nolent incurſions in your ſoul, & I think it be not in your 
mel power to help it ; But I muſt fay , there are comforts allowed 
adeq yon you , & therefore want them not: When ye have gotten 
Hh we z running-oyer ſoul with joy now , that joy will neyer be 
7-1:F:ifſed out of the infiniteOcean of delight which is not diminish= 
uclig4by drinking at it , or drawing out of it. It isa Chriſtian art to 
whe Comfort your ſeif in the Lord , to ſay, I was obliged to render back 
but gain this childe to the giver , & if I have had four years loan of 
_ him , & Chriſt eternitie's poſſeſſion of him , the Lord hath 
WNteeped condition with me, If my Lord would not havehim 
Mx me to tryſt both in one hour at death's door threshold toge- 
F © Yther , itis his wiſdom ſo to doe, Iam fatisfied, my tryſt is ſuſ- 
c, Ofrended , not broken off, nor given up. Madam, I would I 
the ould divide ſorrow with you for your eaſe; But I am but abe- 
OVBtolder , it is eafie to me to ſpeak : The God of comfort ſpeak 
1 Ju» & allure you with his teaſts of loye. My removal 
5") From my flock is 1o heavy to me , that it maketh- my: life a 
"" Fburden to me; I had never ſuch a longing for death ; The 
ed Yr ord help & hold up fad clay, I fear ye ſin in drawing 
3 Bir Wiliam Dalgleish from this countrey > where the labour- 
rs are few and the harveſt great: Madzm, delire my Lord 
Argyle to ſee for proviſien to a Paſtor for this poor people. Grace 
be With you, 


go Kircudbright , Ocob. 1. Yaur La : at ell obedience 

x I 649 in Chriſt, S,R. 
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Sor To the perſecuted Church mn Ireland 


ie Bb honoured , reverend & dearly beloved inour Lord. (27) 


=Y (3 ace » mercy & peace be to you all, I know there are 

many in this Nation, more able then 1, to ſpeak to the 
his afferers for , & witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt ; yet pardon me " 
| ſpeak 
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ſpeak alittle to you , who are called ii queſtion for the Goſyd 
once committed to you, I hope ye are not ignorant that if peace ſ 
was left to you in Chriſs Teſtament, ſo the other half of the 
Teſtament was a legacy of Chriſt's ſufferings. Foh. 16, 35,0. 
Theſe things I have ſpoken that in me ye might have peace , inthÞ, ; 
world ye shall have trouble. Becauſe then ye are made aſſigng 
& heirs to alife-rent of Chriſt's Croſs , think that fiery trial n» 
ftrange thing: For the Lord Jeſus shall be no loſer by purg. 
ing the drols & tin out of his Church in Ireland: his wine a. 
is out ſquiſing out the dregs, the ſcum,the froath & refuſeof tha]: 
Church. I had once the proof of the ſweet ſmell. & the honeſt & 


honourable peace , of that flandered thing, the Croſs of our Lord Iſ:... 


Teſits : Bur though | Alas! ] that theſe golden dayes thit 
then I had, benow in a great part gone ; yet [ dare ſay , that the 
1ſue & outgate of your ſufferings shall be the advantage , the 
golden reign & dominion of the Goſpel, & the high glory 
the never-cnough-praiſed Prince of the _ of the earth, & 
the changing of the braſs of the Lord's temple among you into 
gold & the iron into lilver & the wood into brafs , your officer 
Shall yet be peace, & your exactors righteouſneſs, 1ſa. 69: 
V. 17, 18. Your old fallen walls shall get a new name ; & the 
pates of your Feruſalem , shall get a new ſt:le , they shall call 
your walls, Salvation, & your gates, Praiſe. 1 know that 
Deputy , Prelats, Papiſts, temporizing Lords & proud mock- 
ers of our Lord, crucifiers of Chriſt for his coat , & all your 
enemies, have neither fingers nor intrumenits of war to pick 
out one ſtone out of your wall, for each ſtone of your wallis 
Salvation. I dare give you my royal & Princely Maſter's word 
for it, that [rela $hall be a fair Bride to Jeſus, & Chriſt 
shall build on her a palace of lilver, Cant. $8: 9. Therefore weep 
not, as if there were no hope; fear not, . put on ſtrength , put 
on your beautiſull garments, 7ſa. 52: 1. Your foundation 
Shall be ſaphires, Iſa. 54:11 12, Your windows & gates pre 
cious ſtones, Look over the water & behold & ſee whois on h 


the dry land waiting for your landing : Your deliveratice 8h, 


concluded , ſubſcribed & ſealed in heaven : Your goods that 


- aretaken from you tor Chriſt & histruth's ſake , are but a 
| an 
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&laid in pawne & not taken away: There is much laid up fo? 
you in his ſtore-houle , whoſe the earth & the fulneſs thereof is * 
your garments are ſpun , & your flocks are feeding in the fields » 
your bread is laid up for you , your drink is browen, your gold 
«ſilver isat the bank , & the intereſt goeth on & groweth, & 
jet [ hear that your task- maſters doe rob & ſpoil you & fine 
you; your priſons [my brethren] have two keyes, the Deputy , 


* BPrelats & Officers keep but the iron keyes of the priſon wherein 


they put you ; but he that hath created the ſmith hath other keyes 
nheayen, therefore ye shall not die inthepriſon: other mens 
poughs are labouring for your bread , your enemies are gather= 


"Jing in your rents. Hethat is kiſſing his Bride on this fide of the 


lea in Scorlazd,, is beating her beyond the ſea in Ireland, and 
feding her with the bread of adverſity and the water of affli- 
tion, and yet he 1s the ſame Lord to both. Alas! I fearthat 
Satland be undone and ſlain with this great mercy of Refor- 
mation , becauſe there is not here that life of Religion, an- 
ſwerable to the huge greatneis of the work that dazleth our 
ges; For-the Lord is rejoycing over us in this land as the 
Bndegroom rejoyceth over the Bride, & the Lord hath chane 
rdthe name of Scorfaud,, they call us now no more Forſaken 


Yor Deſolate but our land is called Heph 2ibah & Beulah, Iſa. 2. 4- 


fr the Lord delighteth in us, & this land is married to him- 


" Ne: there is now an high way made through our Zioe , & it 
'Ipcalled the way of holineſs , the unclean 5hall not paſs over it , 
. tewayfaring men, though fools, shall not errein it: the wil= 


lerneſs doeth rejoyce & bloſſom as the roſe: the ranſomed of the 
Lord are returned back unto Zi , with ſongs & evyerlaiting joy 
jon their heads, Iſa. 35. The Canaanite is put out of our 
Lord's houſe, there is not a beaſt left to doe hurt ſat leaſt 
rofeſſedly } in all the holy mountain of tae Lord ; our Lord is 
en to wreſtle with his enemies, & hath brought us out of 
{pt : we have the ſtrength of an Unicorn. Numb. 23. 22. 
te Lord hath caten up the ſons of Babcl, he hath broken theic 
ones & hath pierced them through with his arrows: we take 
em captives whoſe captives we were , & we rule over our op- 
rellors, 1/a. 14, 2, It is not brick nor clay nor Bajel*s curſed 
H h timber 
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timber & ſtones, that is in our ſecond temple : but our Princelyſhhe 
King Zeſs is building his houſe all palace-work & carved ſtones 4 
it 15 rhe habitation of the Lord : We doe welcome Ireland andfly 
England to our Welbeloved: we invite you, O daughters ffhie 
Ferujalem, to come down: to our Lord's garden aud ſeek ow 
welbeloved with us, for his love will ſuffice both you & w:ſkac 
we doe ſend love-letters over the ſea, to requeſt you to come&h, 
to marry our King & totake part of our beds & we truſt ow ft 
Lord is fetching a blow upon the Beaſt & the ſcarlet-colourffyo 
ed Whore , to the end he may bring in his ancient widow(re; 
wife, our dear Siſter , the Church of the [ews. O what a herfhr, 
venly heaven were it to ſee them come in by this mean, & ſud 
the breaſts of their little Siſter, & renew their old love with theirfſar; 
firſt husband , Chriſt, our Lord! They are booked in GodſCh 
word as a Bride contrated upon Jeſus: O for a fight in thiſfa : 
flesh of mine, of the propheſied marriage between Chriſti | 
& them ! The Kings of Tarshich & the liles , muſt bring preffluer. 
ſents to our Lord Jeſus. Pſal. 723 10. And Britain is onedſy, ( 
the chiefeſt Iſles; Why then but we may beleeve that oy 
Kings of this Iſland $hall come in & bring their glory to the nenſſher 
Feruſalem, wherein Chriſt shall dwell in the latter dayes? It is oufſboſ 
part to pray that the Kingdoms of the earth may becomeChriſthth 
Now I exhort you in the Lord Jeſus not to be diſmaid not afraſi 
for the two tails of theſe two ſmoking fire-brands,the fierce angqſh dr 
of the Deputy with his Civil Power , and of the baſtard Pr2lafnd| 
with the Power of the Beaſt, for they shall be cut off : They 
may well eat you and drink you , but they $hall be fore! 
to vomit you out again alive. If two things were firmlfhvic 
belecved, ſufferings would haye no weight : if the tellowsh 
of Chriſt's ſuffering were well known , who would not gladvee 
take part with Jeſus? For Chriſt & we are halvers & jojilfil p 
owners of one & the ſame croſs: & therefore he that knew wiſfirace 
what ſufferings were,as he eſteemed all things but loſs for Chilfpod 
& did judge them but dung , ſo did healſojudge of them thatlifite t 
might know the fellowship of his ſufferings. Philip. 3 : Four 
O how ſweet a ſight is it,to ſee a croſs, betwixt Chriſt &us,to Fm, 
our Redeomer fay at eyery figh & eyery blow , & every _ VErtar 
Oe OT EY 44,2246) Ante wy i 
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ncelyſhelecver , half mine! So they are called the ſufferings of Chriſt » 
ones iy the reproach of Chrift , Col. 2: 24. Heb. 11: 26. As when 
| andfſhwo are partners & owners of a ship,the half of the gain & half of 
ers fſhie loſs belongeth to either ofthe two ; ſo Chriſt in our ſuffer= 
k ourſſngs is halt-gainer & half-loſer with us : Yea , the heavieſt 
& Ws:nd of the black tree of the croſs lieth on your Lord,it falleth firſt 
me &fpon him & it but reboundeth of him upon you : 7he reproaches 
{t of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me. Pſal. 69 # 9. 
lourfYour ſufferings are your treaſure , & are greater riches then the 
doy(Jreafures of Egypr , Hes, 11, 26, And if your croſs come firſt 
z hezlthrough Chriſt's fingers ere it come to you, it receiveth a fair 
 ſuckFluſter from him , it getteth a taſte & a relish of the King's ſpike= 
1 thenſnard & of heaven's perfume , & the half of the gain, when 
GodChriſt's ship full of gold cometh home, hall be yours : It is 
n thi augmenting of your treaſure to be rich in ſufferings, tobe 
riſt&Fi2 labours abundant , in ſtripes aboye meaſure , 2. Cor. 11: 
p pieluer. 2.3. & to have the ſufferings of Chriſt abounding in you 
onedF:, Cor. 1; F. is a part of heaven's ſtock; Your goods are not 
at ouflopt which they have plucked from you, for your Lord hath 
e neqſtiem in Keeping ; they are but arreſted & ſeiſed upon , he shall 
1s ouliloſe the arreſt :; Ye shail be fed with the heritage of Iacob your 
hriſlFfther , for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it, Iſa. 38. 34. 
afraTill I $hall be in the hall-floor of the higheſt palace and get 
2 angſi draught of glory out of Chriſt's hand above and beyond Time 
Pr2liSnd beyond Death , I will never it's like ſee fairer dayes, then I 
Thaw under that bleſſed tree of my Lord's croſs : His kiſſes 
forcaſtien were King”s kiſſes, theſe kiſſes were ſweet and ſoul-re- 
ing, one of them at that time was worth two and a half 
2wsbEif 1 may ſpeak ſo} of Chriſt's week-dayes kiſſes, O ſweet, 
 gladWiveet for evermore, to ſee a roſe of heaven growing in as 
; Jojiſil ground as hell , and to ſee Chriſt's love, his em- 
w wincements , his dinners and ſuppers of joy , peace, faith, 
r Chilboodneſs, long ſuffering and patience, growing and ſpringing 
Ike the lowers of God's garden , out of ſuch ſtony and curſed 

: |Fround as the hatred of the Prelars and the malice of their H:gh 
tO MEmmifſion & the Antichriſt's bloody hand & heart! Is not here 
lokdFtand wiſdom? is not here heaven indented in hell [if I may ry 
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ſo]like a jewel ſet with skill in a ring with the enamle of Chrifl;} fai 
croſs ? the rubie & riches of glory that groweth up out «fff he 
this croſs , is beyond telling. Now the blackeft & hottetf ex 
wrath & moſt fiery & all-deyouring indignation of the Judge} ſo 
of men&Angels,shall come upon themn that deny our ſweetLor re 
Jeſus & put theit hand to that oath of wickedneſs now preſſed; [wi 
the Lord's coal at their heart shall burn them up both root and] thi 
branch: the eſtates of great men that have done ſo, if they car 
doe not repent , shall conſume away , & the ravens shall dwellinfitha 
their houſes, & their glory shall be shame. O for the Lordyalt 
ſake, keep faſt by Chriſt, & fear not man that shall die & wither at 
as the graſs, the Deputy's bloom $hall fall , & rhe Pre/ats5hulſtha 
calt their flower, & the Eaſt wind of the Lord, ofthe Loſyle: 
ftrong & mighty , shall Blaſt & break them : therefore ferſſſ of 
them not, they are but idols that can neither doe evil nor good, flthe 
Walk not in the way of theſe people that flander the footitepsdff wit 
our royal & princely anointed King Feſ# , now riding upon his {mc 
white horſe in Scorl/and © let Tehovah be your fear, . T hat decree Þ yo! 
of Z:on*s deliverance , paſſed & ſealed up before the throne, uf ope 
now ripe, & shall bring forth a childe , even the ruine 6 fall of it 
the Pre/ats black Kingdom & the Antichriſt's throne theſe KingY er 
doms:theLord hath begun &heshall make an end. Who dideriſar 
hear the like of this? Before Scotland travelled , she broveglt 
| forth, & before her pain came, she was delivered of a mat 
childe, 1ſz. 66.7, 8. And when all is done, ſuppole there wee 
no ſweetneſs in our Lord's croſs, yet it is ſweet for his fake 
for that lovely one, Feſ#s Chriſt, whoſe Crown and Roy: 
Supremacy 1s the queſtion this day in Great Britain betwixt whwere 
& our adverſaries: & who would not think him worthy dlſdn] 
the ſuffering for? what is burning quick ? whar is drinking dou n 
our own heart-blood ? & what is a draught of melted lead, foi ri 
his glory ? lefs then a drink of cold water to a thirſty man , iſo yc 
the right price & due value were put on that worthy , wortliſÞnent 
Trince Feſus, O who can weigh him ! Ten thouſand thouYrlk 
ſand heavens would not beone ſcale, or the half of the ſcaledFut o 
the ballance, to lay him in. O black Angels, in comparilahhan 


of him! O dim & dark & lightleſs Sun, in regard of r: e tc 
al 


mor 
foul, 
thing 


(485) 


fir Sun of Righteouſneſs! O feckleſs & worthleſs heaven of 
heavens, when they ſtand beſide my worthy & lofty & high & 
otteſt excellent Welbeloved ! O weak & infirm clay-Kings! O 
udeefſ oft & feeble mountains of braſs , & weak created ſtrength, in 
Lord regard of our mighty & ſtrong Lord of armies ! O foolish 
fed:E wiſdom of men & Angels , when it is laid in the ballance beſide 
t and that ſpotleſs ſubſtantial wiſdom of the Father ! 1f heaven & 
theyſearth & ten thouſand heavens, even round about theſe heavens 
ellinflthat cow are, were all in one garden of Paradiſe, decked with 
ord;©althe faireſt roſes, lowers & trees that can.come forth from the 
ither art of the Almighty himſelt ; yet ſet but our one flower 
Shall that groweth out of the root Feſſe , beſide that orchard of 
Lordjleaſure , one look of him , one view, one taſte, one ſmell 
> faarſfſ of his ſweet Godhead would infinitely exceed & goe bevond 
200d. the ſmell , colour, beauty & lovelineſs of that Paradite, O to be 
epsQE with childe of his love,&te be ſuffocateſ if that could beJwith the 
on bis ſmell of his ſweetneſs, were a ſweet fill & lovely pain! O worthy, 
ecree yorthy lovelineſs! O leſs of the creatures & more of thee ! O 
ie, liſopen the paſſage of the well of love & glory on us, dry pits & 
fall off withered trees ! O that jewel & flower of heaven! If our Beloved 
King Fyere not miſtaken by us & unknown to us, he would have no 
d exetfſarcity of wooers & ſuiters,he would make heaven & earth both 
kethat they cannot quench his love, for his loye isa fea: O to be 
; thouſand fathoms deep in this ſea of love! He, He Himſelf is 
more excellent then heaven : for heaven , as it cometh into the 
eouls & ſpirits ofthe glorified , is but a creature , & He is ſome= 
$0julithing, & a great ſomething, more then a Creature. Oh what a life 
71x wFyere it to ſit beſide this well of love, & drink & ſing , & ling & 
Ivink,&then'to have deſires & ſoul- faculties ſtretched& extended 
Jour many thouſand fathoms in length & breadth, to take in ſeas 
FW rivers of love ! I earneſtly deſire to recommend this love 
to you, that this love may cauſe you to keep his command- 
ſhuents , & to keep clean fingers & make clean feet, that ye may 
thovralk as the redeemed of the Lord, Woe , woe be to them that 
cale0F@ut on his name , & shame this love of Chriſt with a looſe & pro- 
arilo@izne life : their feet , tongue , & hands & eyes give a shameleſs 
f thilfſe to the holy Goſpel which theyprofeſs, I beſeech you in 
fl WS 3 thc 
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the Lord , keep Chriſt & walk with him , let not his fairneſsbe 
ſpotted & ſtained by godleſs living, Oh who can finde in their 
heart to fin againſt love z And ſucha love as the glorified infſ) 
heaven shall delight to dive into & drink of for ever , for they 
are evermore drinking-in love, & the cup1s fti]l at their head, & 
yet without loathing , for they ſtill drink & ſtill defire to drink for 
ever & ever: 1s not this a long laſting ſupper ? Now if any 
of our countrey-people profeſſing Chriſt Jeſus, have brought 
themſelves under the ſtroke & wrath of the Almighty , by yeeld. ( 
ing to Antichriff in an hair-breadth , but eſpecially by ſwerr. 
ing & ſubſcribing that blaſphemous Oath (which is the Church thi 
of Ireland's black hour of temptation) I would intreat them , by 
the mercies of God at theirlaſt ſummonds, to repent & openlj 
conteſs before the world, to the glory of the Lord, their de ke 
nial of Chriſt: Or otherwiſe, if either man or woman wil 
and & abide by that Oath, then in the name & authority 
the Lord Jeſus, Iletthem ſee that they forfeit their part of hex 
ven , &let them look forno leſs then a back-burden of the pure "* 
unmixed wrath of God & the plague of Apoſtates & deniers0 
our Lord Jeſus. Let not me a ſtranger to you , who ney: 
ſaw your face in the flesh, be thought bold in writing toff,, 
you: For the hope I have of a glorious Church in that land,ſz,, 
and the love of Chriſt conſtraineth me. I know , the worthy _ 
ſervants of Chriſt who once laboured among you, ceaſe no 

to write toyou alſo, & I shall defire to be excuſed that I defy, 
joyn with them Tray for your Siſter Church in Scotland, 84, 
let me entreat you for the aid of your prayers for my ſelt & flockfſ, 
& miniſtery , & my fear of a tranſportation from this placed}, 
of the Lord's vineyard. Now the very God of peace ſandifie you 


mu 


you throughout. Grace be with you all. gs 
Anwoth. 1639, Your brother and companion in Ju 

the Kingdom and patience ſou, 

of Feſus Chrift , S,R. - 

tnat 


II — Wiſp 
whe 


eſs be 
their 
ed in 
r they 
id, & 
tk for 
* any 
ought 
7eeld. 
Wea! 
hurch 
n , by 
penly 
17 de- 
1 Will 
1tyo 
f hea- 
> pure 
ers0 
neve 
ng tc 
land, 
orthy 
e no 
I doe 
d,t 
ock 
2Ce Of 
ihe 


11 


Th 


(487) 


To his reverend & much honoured Brother , 


DD WILLIAM LIGHT ON» 
Chriſt's priſoner in bonds at London. 


Reverend & much honoured priſoner of hope, (28) 


G Race , mercy , & peace be to you - It was not my part 
TJ whom our Lord' hath enlarged , to forget you his pri- 
ſoner. When I confider how long your night hath been, I 
think Chriſt hath -a minde to put you in free grace's debt, fo 
much the deeper, as your ſufferings have been of ſo long a 
continuance. But what if Chriſt minde you no joy but pub- 
lke joy with enlarged & triumphing Z:cn: I think, Sir, ye 
would love it beſt to share & divide your ſong of joy with 
Zim, & to have myſtical Chriſt in Britain halfer & compart- 
ner with your enlargement. TI am ſure, your joy bordering 
& neighbouring with the joy of Chriſt's Bride, would be fo 
much rhe ſweeter that it were publike. I thought , if Chriſt 
had halyed my mercies, and delivered his Bride and not me , 
that his praiſes should have been double to what they are } 
But now- two rich mercies conjoyned in one have ſtoln from 
our Lord more then half-praiſes: Oh that mercy should ſo be- 
miſe us, and ſteal away our counts and acknowledgements ! 
Warthy $7, T hope I need not exhort you to goe on , in hoping 
for the ſalyation of God : There hath not been ſo much taken 
from your time of eaſe & created joyes, as Eternity shall adde 
toyour heaven : Ye know when one day in heaven hath payed 
jou, yea, & overpayed your blood , bonds , ſorrow & {uffer- 
gs, that it would trouble Angels underſtanding to lay the 
wunt of that ſuperplus of glory , which Eternity can & will give 
jou, O but your ſand-glaſs of ſufferings & lofſes, cometh to 
ittle, when 1t shall be counted and compared with the glory 
that bideth you on the other fide of the water! Ye have no 
kiſure to rejoyce & ſing here while time goeth about you , & 
where your Pſalms will be short , therefore ye will think Eter- 
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nity & the long day of heaven that shall be meaſured with ng ft] 
other ſun nor horologe then the long life of the Ancient ohijr 


dayes, to meaſure your praiſes,little enough for you:if your ſpar lþ 
length of time be cloudy , ye cannot but think, your Lord cany 
more take your blood & your bands without the in-come & re. 
compence of free grace, then he would take the ſufferings of Pay 
& his other dear ſervants that were well paid home beyond4l 
counting , Rem. 8 : 18; It the wiſdom of Chriſt hath made ya 
Anrichrift*s eye-ſfore & his envy , ye are to thank God that ſuchz 
Piece of clay as yeare , is made the field of glory to work upon, iſ; 
was the potter*s aim that the clay should praiſe him , & I hope 
Jatisfieth you that your clay is for his glory. Oh who can ſuf iſ; 
enough for ſucha Lord! & who can lay out in bank enoughd 
pain , shame, lofles, tortures , to receive in again the free interel 
of erernall glory ? 2 Cor. 4: 17. O how advantagious a bar 
gaining is it with ſuch a rich Lord! If your hand & pen had been 
at leiſure to gain glory in paper, it had been but paper-glory! 
but the bearing of a publike croſs ſo long for the now contro- 
verted priviledges of the crown & ſcepter of free King Jeſus , the 
Prince of the Kings of the earth , is glory booked in heaven Wn: 
thy & dear Brother, if ye goe to weigh [eſus his ſweetneſs, a 
cellency , glory & beauty , & lay fore-againſt him your ounce 
or drams of Suffering for him , yeshall be ſtraitned two wayes 
'2. It will be a pain to make the compariſon, the diſproportion 
being by no underſtanding imaginable: nay if heaven's Arith- 
metick & Angels were ſect to work, they should never num- 
ber the degrees of difference. 2. It should ſtraiten you to findea 
ſcale for the ballance to lay that High & Lofty One, that over 
tranſcending Prince of excellency into : If your minde could 
fancy as many created heavens as time hath had minutes , trees 
have had leaves & clouds have had rain drops, fince the firſt ſtone | 
of the creation was laid , they should not make halfa ſcale to bear 
& weigh boundleſs excellency into. And therefore the King 
whoſe marks ye are bearing & whoſe dying ye carry about with 
ou in your body, 1s out of all cry & conſideration beyond & a- 
Gee all our thoughts, For my ſel, Iam content-to feed upon 
wondering ſometimes at the beholding but of the verry 
_ ol 
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fthe incomparable glory which is in that exalted Prince : & I 
hink ye could wish for more ears to give him then ye have, ſince 
je hope theſe exrs ye now have given him, shall be paſſages to 
zke in the muſick of his glorious voice, I would fain both be- 
zeve & pray for a new Briaz of Fews & Gentiles to our Lord Je- 
ſus, afrer the land of graven images hall be laid waftez & that 
our Lord Jeſus is on horſe-back hunting & purſuing the beaſt, & 
that England & Ireland shall be well ſweeped chambers for Chriſt 
and his righteouſneſs to dwell in, for he hath opened our graves 
in Scozland.,, & the two dead & buricd witneſſes are riſen again & 
ze propheſying. O that Princes would glory & boaſt themſelyes 
in carrying the train of Chriſt's robe royal in their arms ! Let 
medie within an half-hour atter I have ſeen the Son of God his 
temple enlarged , & the cords of Feruſalem?*s tent lenghthned, to 


*Ftzke in a more numerous company for a Bride to the Son of God. 


Chriſt the corner or foundation ſtone of that houſe that new 
houſe , were laid above my grave / O who can adde to him , who 
isthat great ALL; If he would create ſuns & moons; new hea 
yens , thouſand thouſand degrees more perfe& then thelec that 


"| noware, & again make a new creation ten thouſand thouſand 
"Ef degrees in perfeftion beyond that new creation , & again ſtill for 


eternity multiplie new heavens,they should never be aperte& re- 
kmblance of that infinite excellency , order , weight, meaſure, 
beauty & ſweetneſs that 1s in him. O how little of him doe we 
ſe! O how shallow are our thoughts of him! Ohif I had pain. 
for him, & shame & loſſes for him & more clay & ſpirit for him , 


& that I could goe upon earth without love ,defire hope , becauſe 


* | Chriſt hath taken away my love, deſire & hope to heaven with 


him I know , Worthy Sir , your ſuffering for him are your glory, 
& therefore weary not , his ſalvation is near hand and shall not 
tarry. Pray for me: hisgrace be with you. 


St Andrewes, Nov. 22. Tours in his ſcyucet Lord 
1639. | Feſw, S. R. 
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To Mr HENRY STUART, hi; 
Wife, e& two Daughters, a/l/Priſo- 
nersof Chriſt at Dublin. 


Rev. 2: 10. Fearnone of theſe things, which 
ye hall ſuffer , &+c. 


Truly Honoured & Dearly beloved. (29) 


F? Race, mercy & peace be to you , from God our father& 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Think it not ſtrange, beiaved 
2 our Lord eſs , that Satan can command keyes of priſons 
& bolts & chains; this isa piece of the Devil's Priacedom that 
he hath over the world: interpret & underſtand our Lord well 
in this: be not jealous of his love , though he made devils and 
men his under-ſeryants to ſcour the ruſt of your faith & purge 
you from your droſs. And let me charge you , O , »iſuners if 
hope , to open your window & to look out by faith , & behold 
heavens poſt , that ſpeedy & ſwift falvatiqn of God , that is 
coming to you; it 1s a broad river that faith will not look 
over; it is a mighty & a broad ſea that they of alively hope 
cannot behold the furtheſt bank & other shore thereof ; Look 
over the water , your anchor 1s fixed within the vail, the one 
end of the-cable rs about the priſoner of Chrift, & the otheris 
entred within the vail, whither the forerunner is entred for you, 
Heb. 6.19, 20. It can goe ſtraight thorow the flames of the 
fire of the wrath of men. devils, loſſes, tortures, death, 
and not a threed of it be either ſinged or burnt ; men and 
devils have no teeth to bite it in two: Hold faſt till he come: 
Your croſs is of the colour of heaven & Chriſt, & paſmen- 
ted over with the faith & comforts of the Lords faithfuil Co- 
venant with Scotland; & that dy & colour will abide the foul 
weather, & neither be ſtained nor caſt the colour; yea it reflects 
aſcad like the croſs of Chriſt, whoſe holy hands, many a 
day lifted up to God praying for ſinners, were fettered and 
bound, as if theſe bleſſed hands had ftoln & $hed — 
blood : 
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ood : When your lovely , loyely Jeſus had no better then 
the thief*s doom, it is no wonder that your proceſs be lawleſs 
and turned upſide down; for he was taken , fettered , buffetted , 
rhipped,ſpitted upon,before he was convicted of any fault,or ſen- 
tenced. Oh , ſuch a pair of ſufferers and witneſſes, as high and 
royal Jeſus and a poor piece guilty clay marrowed together, un- 
krone yoke ! O how lovely is the croſs with ſuch a ſecond! 
[beleeve that your priſon is enafted in God's court , not to keep 
you till your hope breath out it's life & laſt : Your croſs is under 
hw to reſtore you again ſafe to your brethren & ſiſters in Chriſt 2 
take heaven and Chriſt's back-bond for a fair back-door out of 
jour ſuffering. The Saviour is on his journey with falvation 
and deliverance for mount 2:02 & the ſword of the Lord is drunk 
with blood and made fat with fatneſs, his ſword is bath- 
d in heaven againſt Babylon , for it is the day of the 
Lord's vengeance and the year of recompences for the con- 
ttoverſie of Zion: And perſwade your ſelves, the ſtreams of 
the rivers of Babylon $hall be pitch , and the duſt of the 
land brimſtone and burning pitch , 7/2, 34.3. And zf your 
deliverance be conjoyned with the deliverance of Zion , itshall 
be two ſalvations to you, It were good to be armed before 
hand for death or bodily tortures for Chriſt, and to think 
what a crown of honour it is, that God hath given you pieces of 
living clay to be tortured witneſſes for ſaving truth , and that 
yeare ſo happy asto have ſome pints of blood to give out for 
the crown of thatroyal Lord, who hath cauſed you toayouch 
himſelf before men. If ye can lend fines of three thouſand 
pound ſterling for Chriſt , let heaven's regiſter and Chriſt's 
count-book keep in reckoning your disburſments for him : Tt 
shall be engraven & printed in great letters upon heaven's shrone, 
what you are willing to give for him: Chriſt's papers of that 
kinde cannot be loſt or fall by. Doe not wonder to ſee clay boaſt 
the great potter , & to ſee blinded men to threaten the Goſpel 
with death & burial & to raze out Truth's name : but-where will 
they make a grave for the Goſpel & the Lord's bride ! Earth & 
hell shall be bur little bounds for their burial -: lay all the clay & 
rubbish of this inch of the whole earth aboye our Lord's ſpouſe, 
yet 
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yet it will not cover her nor hold her down; she shall live & no$0h ! 
die, she shall behold the falyation of God. Let your faith frigh[eſu: 
God a little & be not afraid for a ſmoking fire-brand : there ym: 


more ſmoke in Babylon's furnace then there is fire , till doomg 
day shall come,they shall never ſee the Kirk of Scot1arrd & our Co. 
venant burnt to ashes, or if it hould be thrown in the fire, yetj 
cannot be ſo burnt or buried, as not to havea reſurreRion:angyy 
clay's wind shall shake none of Chriſt's corn; he will gather inal 
his wheat into his barn: onely let your fellow*ship with Chriſthe 
renewed : ye are ſibber to Chriſt now when you are impriſoned 
for him , then before, for now the ſtroakes laid on you, doe come 
in remembrance before our Lord , & he can owne his own 
wounds: a drink of Chriſt's love, which is better then wine, 
1s thedrink-filver which Suffering for his majeſty leaves behind 
It : it is not your fins which they perſecute in you , but God} 
grace, & loyalty to King Jeſus} they ſee no treaſon in yout 
your Prince, the King of Br:tain , albeit they ſay ſo, butir is 
heaven in you that earth is fighting againſt , & Chriſt is own- 
ing his own cauſe: grace, is a party that fire will not burn, nor 
water drown : when they haye eaten & drunken you , their 
ſtomack $hall be ſick , & they hall ſpue you out alive, 0 


what glory is it to be ſuffering abjefs , for the Lord*s glory & 


royalty ! Nay, though his ſervants had a body to burn for 
ever , for this Goſpel, ſo being that triumphing & exalted 
Jeſus his high glory did riſe out of theſe flames & out of that 
burning body, Oh, what a ſweet fire! O what ſoul-refresh. 
ing torment should that be ! What if the piekles of duſt & 
ashes of the burnt & diflolyed body , were muſicians to {ing his 
praiſes, & the highneſs of that neyer-enough-exalted Prince of 
ages? O what love is it in him,that he will haye ſuch muſiciansas 
weare to tune that Pſalm of his eyerlaſting praiſes in heaven!Oh 
what shining & burning flames of love are theſe, that Chriſt will 
divide hisshare of life, of Heaven & glory with you. Luk 2 2, 29. 
Foh.17:24.Rev.3:21,Apart of his throne,one draught of his wine 
| Chis wine of glory&life,that comes from under the throne ofGod 
| & ofthe Lamb) & one apple of the tree of life will doe more then 
| Makeupall the expences & charges of clay , lent out for — 


love 
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& not90h ! Oh but we have short & narrow & creeping thoughts of 
h frigſeſus , & doe but shape Chriſt in our conceptions according to 
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ſme created portraiture ! O Angels, lend in your help to make 
lve-books & ſongs of our fair & white & ruddy ſtandard-bear- 
er amongſt ten thouſand ! O heavens! O heaven of heavens! 
0glorified tennants &triumphing houſe- holders with rheLamb, 
put in new Pſalms & love-ſonnets of the excellency of our bride= 
groom & help us to ſet him on high! O indwellers of carth 
& heaven, ſea & air! & O all ye created beings within the boſom. 
of the outmolt circle of this great world ! O come help to ſet on 
high the praiſes of our Lord ! O fairneſs of creatures, blush be- 
fore his uncreated beauty ! O created ſtrength, beamazed to 
tand before your ſtrong Lord of hoſts ! O created love, think 
ame of thy ſelf before this unparalleld love of heaven ! O 
angel-wiſdom , hide thy ſelf before our Lord whoſe underſtand- 
iog paſſeth finding out ! O ſun in thy shining beauty , for 
ame put on a web of darkneſs & cover thy ſelf before thy 
brighteſt maſter & maker! O who can adde glory by doing 
or ſuffering , to this ne ver-enough-admired and praiſed loy- 
&! Oh we can but bring our drop to this ſea, and our can=- 
de, dim and dark as it 1s, to this clear and lightſom ſun of 
heaven and earth ! Oh but we haye cauſe to drink ten 
deaths in one cup dry, to ſwim through ten ſeas, to be at 
that /and of praiſes , where weshall ſee that wonder of wonders 
& enjoy this jewel of heayens jewels! O death , doe thy ute 
moſt againſt us! O torments! O malice of men & devils, waſte 
thy ftrength on the witneſſes of our Lord's teſtament ! O devils 
bring hell to help you in tormenting the followers of the Lamb ! 
we will defie you to make us too ſoon happy , & to watt us too 
ſoon over the water to the land where the noble plant, the plane 
if renown groweth. O cruel Time, that torments us & ſuſ- 
pends our deareſt enjoyments that we wait tor , when we hall 
be bathed & ſteeped , ſoul & body , down in the depths of this 
love of loves! O Time, I ſay, run faſt! O motions, mend 
your pace ! O Welbeloved, be like a young Roe upon the. 
mountains of Separations! Poſt , poſt ; & haſten our deſired & 
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And what then can come wrong to you , O honourable witneſſes of 


bis Kingly truth ? Men have no more of you to work upon, 


but ſome few inches and ſpan-lengths of fick, coughing and ſhare 
ale 


flegmatick clay : your ſpirits are aboye their benches , courts, 


'or High Commiſſions: your ſouls , your love to Chriſt , your 


faith , cannot be ſummoned nor ſentenced nor accuſed nor con- 
demned by Pope , Deputy , Prelat , Ruler, or Tyrant : your 
faith is a free Lord , & cannot be a captive : all the malice of hel 
& earth , can but hurt the ſcabbard of a beleeyer ; & death at the 
worſt can get butaclay-pawne in keeping till your Lord take 
the King's keys & open your graves. Therefore upon luck' 
head ſas we uſeto ſay] take your fill of his love, and let a poſt 
way or a cauſey be laid betwixt yourpriſon and heaven , and 
goe up & viſit your treaſure - Enjoy your Beloved & dwell 
upon hislove , till Eternity come in Time's room & poſleſs you 
of your eternal happineſs : Keep your love to Chriſt ; lay up 
your faith in heaven's keeping ; & follow the chief of the houk: 
of the Martyrs , that witneſſed a fair confeſſion before Pontius Pi. 
late; your cauſe and his is all one. The oppoſers of his caul: 
are like drunken Judges & tranſported , who in their cups would 
make Acts, & lawes in their drunken courts, that the Sun shoull 
notriſe and shine on the earth , and ſend their Officers & Purſe 
vants to charge the Sun and Moon to give no more light tothe 
world, & would enaQt in their Court-bookes that the Sea after 
once ebbing should neyer flow again : But would not the Sun 
& moon & Sea break theſe Acts & keep their Creator's direc- 
tions. The Deyil, the great fool & father of theſe under-fools, 
15 older & more malicious then wiſe, that ſets the ſpirits in earth 
on work to contend & clash with heaven's wiſdom , aud to give 
mandats and law ſummonds to our Sun , to our great Staret 
heaven, Feſws , not to shine, in the beauty of his Goſpel, to 
the choſen and bought ones, O thou fair and faireſt Sun of 
righteouſnes , ariſe and shine in thy ftrength , whether earth 
and hell will or not! O Victorious! O Royal ! O ftout Prin- 
cely ſoul-conqueror , ride proſperouſly upon truth , ſtretch 
out thy Scepter as far as the Sun shines & the Moon waxeth& 
waineth ! Put on thy gliftering crown , O thou — of 
| ings! 
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efes of kings! & make but one ſtride or one ſtep of the whole earth, & 
apon, ſtravell in the greatneſs of thy ſtrength, 1ſa. 63 : 1, 3. & let thy ap- 
@ and fſpxrel be red & all dyed with the blood of thy enemies : Thou art 
urts, kllen righteous heir by line to the Kingdoms of the world. | 
yourſLaugh ye at the giddy-headed Clay pots & ftout brain-fick 
r con- worms, that dare ſay in good earneſt, this man shall not reign over 
your w; as though they were caſting the dicefor Chris crown , who 
f hellflof them shall have it. I know , ye beleeve the coming of 
t the Chriſt's Kingdom , and that their is a hole out of your priſon 
| takeſſthrough which ye ſee day-light : let not faith be dazled with 
uck; the temptation from a dying Deputy & from a fick Prelat : 
z poſt ſſbeleeve under a cloud , & wait for him , when there is no moon=- 
and ſlight nor tar-light - Let faith live & breath and lay hold on 
Iwel | the ſure ſalvation of God , when clouds and darkneſs are about 
$you you and appearance of rotting in the priſon , before you * take 
zy up | heed of unbeleeving hearts which can father lies upon Chriſt ; 
ule | beware of , Doerh his promiſe fail for evermore? Pſjal, 77. 8. For 
is Pit was 2 man and not God that ſaid it , who dreamed that 
cauſe 2 promiſe of God could fail , fall a-{woon or die : we can 
ould © make God ſick or his promiſes weak , when we are pleaſed 
ould to ſeek a plea with Chriſt, O ſweet ! O ſtout word of 
urſe © faith , Fob 13+ v. 15. Thuugh he flay me, yet will I truſt in 
the Þ bm. O ſweet Epitaph written on the grave-ſtone of a dying 
after | deleever , To wit, I died hoping , &* my-duſt & aches be- 
Sun ÞÞ {eve life. Faith's eyes, that can ſee thorow a mill-ſtone , can 
rec- ff ſee thorow a glooum of God , and undet it read God's thoughts 
ols, of love and peace. Hold faſt Chriſt in the dark: ſurely yeshall 
arti | ſee the, ſayation of God. Your adverſaries are ripe and 
pive ff dry for the fire , yet 2 little while and they $hall goe up 
roffin a flame : the breath of the Lord like a river of brim- 
, to | fone shall kindle about them, 1ſa. 30: 33. What I write ts 
nof Þ one, I write to you all , that are ſound hearted in that Kingdom, 
xrth Þ whom in the bowels of Chriſt , I would exhort not to touch that 
rin- © Oath; albeit the adverſaries put a fair meaning on it , yet the 
t< | fwearer muſt ſwear according to the profefſed intent & godleſs 
h& || practiſe of the oath-breakers , which is known to the world : 
of F otherwiſe I might ſwear that the Creed is falſe , accordtng + 

thi 
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yet this private meaning & ſence put upon it. Oh let them not he 
beguiled to wash perjury and the denial of Chriſt and the Goſye 
with ink-water, ſome foul and rotten diſtin&tions : Wash an; 
wash again and again the devil & the lye, it shall be long erg 
their skin be white, I profels, it should beſeem men of preay 
parts , rather then me , to write to you; but I love your Cauſe, 
& deſire to be cxcuſed, and muſt intreat for the help of your 
prayers in this my weighty charge here for the Univerſity and] 
Pulpit, & that ye would intreat your acquaintance alſo to help! 
me, Grace be with youall. Amen, | | 


St. Andrewes, - Tour brother &* companion in the | 
1640. patience Or Kingdom of | 
' Feſus Chriſt » Sc Ri 


For Miſtreſs P ONT 
priſoner at Dublin. 


Ivorthy & dear Miſtreſs. (30) | 

G Race, mercy & peace be to you, The cauſe ye ſuffer for! 
& your willingneſs to ſuffer , is ground enough of acquaint-} 
ance, for me to write to you; although I doe confeſs my 
{elf unable to ſpeak for a priſoner of Chriſt's encouragement. [} 
know ye haye advantage beyond us , who are not under ſutfer- 
ing : for your fighing [Pſal. 102. 20] is a witten bill, for 
the ears of your Head, the Lord Jeſus, & your breathing, 
Lam. 3. 51. and your looking up, Pſal. 5.3. & 69.3» And 
therefore your meaning halfſpoken , halfunſpoken , will ſeek 
no jaylor's leave , but will goe to heayen without leave of Prelat 
or Deputy , & be heartily welcome: fo that ye may fighand 
groan out your mind to him who hath all the keyes of the King 
three Kingdoms and dominions: I dare beleeye your hope Shall 
not die; your trouble isa part of Ziox's burning , and ye kno 
who guides Zion's furnace, and who loves the ashes of his 
burnt Bride , becauſe his ſeryants loye them , Pſah, os” bk. 
Co 
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teleeve your ashes , if ye were burnt for this cauſe , shall praiſe 
m: For the wrath of men & their maliceshall make a pſalm 
þ praiſe the Lord, Pſal. 76: 10. & therefore ſtand ſtill & be- 
vid & ſee whar the Lord is to doe for this Ifland; his work is per- 
7, Deut. 32:3 4. the nations have not ſeen the laſt end of his 
york; his end is more fair & more glorious then the beginning; 
[: have more honour then ye can be able to guide well, in that 
wr bonds are made heavy for ſuch an honourable cauſe. The 
als of a controlled Goſpel ,- & the ſeals by bonds & blood & 
iferings , are not committed to every ordinary profeſſour. 
"me that would back Chriſt honeſtly in Comratonn » would 
it fpill the beauty of the Goſpel, if they were put to ſuffers 
p. And therefore let us beleeve , that wiſdom diſpenſeth to e« 
7y one here as he thinks good who bears them up that bear the 
vols: & ſince our Lord hath put you to that part which was the 
wer of his own ſufferings , we all expe that as ye have 1n the 
rngth of our Captain begun , ſo ye will goe on without faint- 
p. Providence maketh uſe of men & devils for the refining 
tall the veſſels of God's houſe , ſmall & great, & for doing 
f two works at once in you , both for ſmoothing of a 
hne to make it take bond with Chriſt in Feruſalem's wall , 
t for witneſſing to the glory of this reproached & born down 
dpel , which cannot die though hell were made a grave about 
It shall be timous joy for you todivide joy betwixt you &. 
it's laughing Bride, in theſe three Kingdoms:& what if your 
ourning continue till myſticall Chriſt in Ireland & in Britant 
jelaugh both together ? your laughing & joy were the more 
fled, that one ſun should shine upon Chriſt, the Goſpel , 
:y0u , laughing alrogether, in theſe three Kingdoms. Your 
ne is meaſured & your dayes & hours of ſuffering from eter= 
ty were by infinite wiſdom conſidered : If heayen recom» 
nſe not to your own minde inches of ſorrow , then I 
uſt ſay that infinite mercy cannot get you pleaſed , bat 
the firſt kiſs of the white and ruddy cheek of the 
ndard-bearer and chief among ten thoyſand [ Canr. 5: 10} 
ull oyer- pay your priſon at Dublin in Ireland, then yeshall 
we no counts unanſwered, to givein to Chriſt ; if your faith 
I i can» 
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cannot ſce a nearer term-day ; yet let me charge your hopetof 

give Chriſt a new day till etern:ry & rime meet in one point; Þit: 
payed ſumme, ifever payed , 1s payed , if no day be brokentoſi9t, 
the hungry creditour: take heaven's bond & ſubſcribed obligyſ. 
tion for the ſumme, Uoþs, 14. 3. If Hope can truſt Chriſt, jun 
know he can , & will pay : but when all is done & ſuffered byſſjnen 
you , ten hundred deaths for lovely , lovely Jeſus , is but eter{lf 
nitie*s half penny ; figures & ciphers cannot lay the proportion,ſou! 
O but the ſuper-plus of Chriſt's glory 1s broad & large ! Chriſter, 
Ttem*s of eternal glory are hard & cumberſom to tell , & ifyeÞo © 
borrow by faith & hope ten dayes-or ten hundred years fronſſÞud 
that eternity of glory that abides you , ye are payed & morcinſſþ 02 
your own hand. Therefore , © priſoner of hope 3 wait on!cir! 
poſting , haſting ſalvation ſleeps not. Antichriſt is bleeding" 
& in the way to death , & hebites foreſt when he bleeds faſteſt ſocat 
Keep your intelligence betwixt you & heaven , & your courJÞur 
with Chriſt: he hath in heaven the keyes of your priſon, &Þ 

can ſet you at liberty when he pleaſeth : His rich grace ſupponſÞ! ! 
you. I pray you help me with your prayers. Grace be with. 
you' 00 tc 


St Andrews, Tour brother in the patience &* King- Bi. 
1640. dom of Feſus Chriſt » S, Re 0 you 


cunamas®; p 


To Mr JAMES WILS ONE 


Dear Brother (31) lar 1 


CD race, mercy.& peace be multiplied upon you : I bleſsourF6 
rich & onely wiſe Lord , who careth ſo for his new creed : 
tion, that he is going over it again & trying every piece in younlt 
& blowing away the motes of his new work in you, Alas! IFied: 
am not ſo fit a Phyfician as your diſeaſe requireth: ſweet, ſweet us a 
lovely Jeſus be your Phyſician , where his uader: Chirurgiats, { 

cannot doe any thing for putting in order the wheels , paces 

_ & gotpgs ofa marred ſoul, I hayelittle time ;z but yet the - | 
M0) 
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| ſhith made me ſo concern my ſelf in your condition that I dow 


ot, I dare not be altogether filent, Þ7ſt,ye doubt from. 2 Cor. 13: 


; |. whether ye be in Chriſt or not , & ſo whether ye bea reprobate 


not? I anſwer three things to the doubt. 1. Ye ow charity toall 
nen, but moſt of all;to lovely & loving Jelus,& ſome alſo to your 
Hf, eſpecially to your renewed ſe/f; becauſe your new ſelf is not 


00 fours but another Lord's, even the work of his own Spirit : 
-#Mherefore to ſlander his work is to wrong himſelf: Love thinketh 
CxM0 evils if ye love Grace, think not ill of Gracein your ſelf x 


ud ye think ill of Grace in your ſelf, when ye makeit but 


"a baſtard and a work of nature: for a holy fear that ye be not 


N. 


{5 our 


' Cre 
you 
as! 


wet if 


rgiat 
aces 
| Lo 

ha 


brit's , and withall a care and a deſire to be his & not youe 
wn, is not nay cannot be baſtard nature, The great Ad- 
cate plead=th hard for you , be upon the Advocare's ſide, 
vor feared client of Chriſt! ſtay & lide with ſuch alover, 
tho pleadeth for no other man's goods but his own [| for he , 
tl may fay ſo, ſcorneth to be enriched wjth an unjuſt con- 
weſt] and yet he pleadeth for you , whereof yourletter [though 
ho too full of jealoufie} is a proof ; for if ye were not his, 
wr thoughts > which I hope are but the ſuggeſtion of his 
prit (that onely bringeth the matter in debate to make it ſure 
» you) would not be ſuch nor ſo ſerious as theſe, am [his ? or 
ſe am 1? 2, Dare ye forſwear your owner, and fay in 
vid blood, I am nyt his? what nature or corruption ſaith at 
ts in you , I regard not + your thoughts of your ſelf , when 
n2nd guiltineſs round you in the ear, and when ye have a ſight 
your deſervings, are Apocrypha and not Scripture, I hope. 
kar what the Lord faith of you, hewill ſpeak peace: if your 
ler ſay , I quite you , I shall then bid you eat ashes for 
ad and drink waters of gall and wormwood, But howbeit 
Inſt out of his own mouth should ſeem to ſay, Icame no: for thee, 
iedid Match. 15: 24. yet let meſay, The words of tempting 
are not to be ſtretched as Scripture beyond his inten- 
©, ſecing his intention in ſpeaking them is to ſtrengthen , 
to, deceive : & theretore here Faith may contradi& what 


iſt ſcemeth at firſt to ſay, and ſo may ye. I charge you 


W the mercies of God , be not that cruel to Grace and the 
ES » Neve 
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new birth asto caſt water on your own coal by misbelief: ifye 1 
muſt die (as I know ye $hall not) it were a folly to {lay you 6 
ſelf. 3. I hope yelove the new birth & a claim co Chriſt , how 
beit ye dow not makeitgood, & if ye were in hell & ſaw the» 
heavenly face of lovely, ten thouſand times lovely Feſus, that 
hath God's hew and God's fair , fair and comely red and white þ 
wherewith it is beautified beyond compariſon and imagi-j 
nation , ye could not forbear to ſay, Oh ! if I could butu 
blow a kiſs from my ſinfull mouth , from hell up to heeÞja 
ven upon his cheeks , that are as a bed of ſpices as ſweet flowers, i th 
Cant. 5: 13. I hope ye dare ſay, O faireſt ſight of heaven!Yan 
O boundleſs maſs of crucified & ſlain love for me , give m 
me leave to wish to love thee ! O flower and bloom off < 
heaven & earth's love! O Angels wonder ! O thou the Fx} 0 
'ther's eternally ſealed love ! & O thou God's old delight ! give w 
me leave to ſtand befide thy love & look in & wonder , & give] the 
me leave to wish to love thee, if I candoe no more. 2. We dif 
being born in atheiſm & bairns of the houſe that we are comeofi, ſ Ch 
it is no new thing , my dear Brother , for usto be under jealouſics] & | 
& miſtakes abour the love of God : what think ye of thisthath 2, 
the manChriſt was tempted to beleeye there were but twoPerſons no 
in the bleſſed Godhead, & that the Son of God , the ſubſtantial, Cor 
& coeternal Son, was not the lawfull Son of God? Did notPrai 
Satan ſay , If thou be the Son of God? 3. Ye ſay that ye know 
not what to doe? Your Head faid once that ſame word or not 
far from it , Foh. 12 27. Now is my ſoul troubled , & whi 
shall I ſay? & faith anſwered Chriſt's Wha: 5k +4 Iſay? with 
theſe words , O tempted Saviour, askeft thou What shalll lay? 
ſay , pray, Father ſave me from this haur. W hat courle al borr 
ye take bnt pray & friſt Chriſt his own comforts? He is na tis « 
dyvour , take his word. Oh [ ſay ye] I cannot pray ! 4 
Honeſt ſighing is faith breathing & whitpering him in the ear 
, the life is nut out of fairh , where there is ſfighing , lookingy 
with the eyes & breathing towards God , Lam. 3: 36. Hideniawa 
zhme ear at my brea'hing. But whatshall 1 doe in ſpiritual exercil 
es, ſay ye? an. 1. It ye knew particularly whart to doe , it were 
not a ſpiritual exerciſe. 2, In my weak judgement , ye _ 

j 


(5or) 


frt ay, I will Glorifie God in beleeving David®s Salvation & the 
Bride's Marriage with the Lamb , & love the Chnrch's ſlain hus- 
your \mnd, although I cannot for the preſent beleeve mine own Salua- 
how-Wtm. 3. Say , I will not paſs from my claim , ſappoſe Chrift 
w the W yould paſs from his claim to me, i*shall not gre back upon my ſiae ; 
that hwhere 1y love to him be not worth a drink of water , yet Chriſt 
white had have it ſuch as it is. 4. Say, 1 hall rather ſpill twenty 
nagi- I jrajers then nof pray at all ; let my broken words goe up to heaven 
| but when they come up ito thegreat Angels gol1en cenſer , that come 
hex peſt Jdvocate will put toge: her my briken prayers & perfume 
wers, item + Words are but Accidents of Prayer. Oh [ ſay yeJlI 
ven! im ſlain with hardneſs of heart : & troubled with confuſed and 
give] melancholtous thoughts? 4»ſ. My dear Brorher , What would ye 
m of conclude thence, that ye know not well who ought you? I grant, 
> Fa © 0b my heart is hard! Oh my thoughts of faithleſs ſorrow! Ergo,l know 
give 1 who ought me;were good Logick in heaven amongſt Angels 

 giveF]the glorified ; but down in Chriſt's Hoſpital, where ſick and 
, We dftempered ſouls are under cure, it is not worth a ſtraw. Give 
eoff, I Chriſt time to end his work in your heart : hold on in feeling 
ſic] & bewailing your hardneſs , for that is ſoftneſs to feel hardneſs. 
sthatY 2 I charge you to make Pſalms of Chrift*s praiſes for his begun 
rſonsf] nork of Grace , make Chriſt your Muſick & your ſong , for 
ntial-Y Complaining & feeling of want doeth often ſwallow up your 
d not Praiſes, W hat think ye of theſe who goe to hell , never trou» 
cnowſY] bled with ſuch thoughts? If your exerciſe be the way to hell , 
Or not God help me ; I have a cold coal to blow at , and a blank paper 
what tor heaven : I give you Chriſt caution , & my heaven ſurety for 
with your Salyation. Lend Chriſt your Melancholy ; for Satan 
| fay FU tath no right ro make a chamber in your Melancholy ; 
borrow joy & comfort from the Comforter; bid the Spirit doe 
tis office in you : & remember , that faith is one thing, and 
the feeling > notice of faith another : God forbid that feelmg 
were Proprium quarto modo to all the Saints , & that this were 
Wood reaſoning , No feeling , no grace; I am ſure ye werenot 
Fiwayes theſe twenty: years by-paſt, actually knowing that ye 
lve, yet all this time ye are living - ſo is it with the life of 
Fath, But Alas 1 Dear Brother , it is cafie for me to ſpeak 
I: 3 | words 
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words & ſyllables of peace, but IT/a, 57: 19; telleth you, 1Þ;in 
create peace : there is but one Creator, ye know : O that ye 
may get a Letter of peace ſent you from heaven! Pray for me, na 
& for grace to be faithfull, & gifts to be able with tongue & 
pen to glorifie God, I forget you not. | wig 


St. Andrewes Jan, 8. Tours in his ſweet Lord 
i 640 Feſws 1 $+ R, 


To my Lady B O Y D. 


M AD A M. (32) 


] Received your Lg: letter: but becauſe I was ſtill goin 
through the countrey for the affairs of the Church , I have ha | 
No time to anſwer it, I had neyer more cauſe to fear then [katl 
have now , when my Lord hath reſtored meto my ſecond crex 
ted heaven on earth, & hath turned my apprehended fears into 
Joyes and great deliverance to his Church , whereof I have my 
share and part. Alas thar weeping prayers anſwered and ſent} 
back from heaven with joy , should not have Iaughiog prai- 
ſs! O' that this land would repent and lay burthens of praiſe 
upon the top of fair mount Zion. Madam, except this land 
be humbled, a Reformation is rather my wonder , then be 
lief at this time: but ſurely it muſt be a wonder, .and whit 
is done already is a wonder: our Lord muſt reftore beauty to 
his Churches without hire ; for we were ſold without money, 
and now our buyers repent them of the bargain , and wouldJny 
gladly tive again better cheap then they bought us : they 
devoured Facob and eat up his people as bread ; now Facob 1 
grown a living childe in their womb, and they would fain be 
delivered of the childe and render the birth + Our Lord 
Shall be midwife. O that this land be not like Ephraim at 
wnwiſe ſon , that fleyeth too long. mm the place of breaking fortl 
of children * Your La: is blefſed with children who are honour|Jv 
ed: to build up Chrit's waſte places again : I beleeve youtſſ{ng 
La : will think them well beſtowed on that work , and - the 
PATIL 
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2u , 10;'s beauty 1s your joy, this is a mark and evidence for hea» 
at yefljn which helpeth weak ones to hold their grip when other 
r me, fnarks fail them, I hope your La: is ata good underſtanding 
ue &fyith Chriſt , and that, as becometh a Chriſtian, ye take him up 

right [for many miſtake and miſshape Chriſt] in his comings 
1x4 ud goings : Your wants and falls proclaim ye have 

wthing of your own but what ye borrow ( nay , your ſelf 

z not your own) but Chrift hath given himſelf to you ;. Put 

Chriſt to the bank and heaven shall be your' intereſt and in- 

ome - Love him , for ye cannot over-love him : Take up 

your houſe in Chriſt, let him dwell jn you and abide yein him, & 

then ye may look out of Chrift and laugh at the clay-heavens 

tat the ſons of men are ſceking atter in this ſide of the water. 
Fong Chriſt mindeth to make your loſles grace*s great advantage; 
e hadChriſt will loſe nothing of you, nay , not your fins , for he 
hen [Fhath an uſe for them aſwell as for your ſervice , howbeit ye are 
cre-fſto loath your ſelf for theſe, I hope ye fetch all the heaven ye 
Sintolare here 1n this life , from that which is up above , and that 
c myjour anchor is caſten as high and deep as Chriſt : O but it's 
| ſentFfr& many a mile to his bottom ! If I had known long ſince 
prai-fs I doe now (though till, alas! Iam ignorant) what was in 
raiſsFChriſt, I would not have been fo late in ſtarting to the gate 
landJto ſeek him. O what can I doeor ſay to him who hath made 
1 be-Fithe North render me back again! A grave is no ſure priſon 
whatto him for the keeping of dry bones. Woe's me that my 
ty tofffoolich ſorrow and unbelief being on horſe-back did ride ſo 
ney ,proudly & witleſly over my Lord's Providence : but when 
rouldJJmy Faith was aſleep, Chriſt was awake,& now when I am awake 
they1 lay he did all things well. O infinite wiſdom ! O incom- 
ob sYpcrable loying kindneſs} Alas that the heart I haveis ſolittle 
in beſ}k worthleſs for ſuch a Lord as Chriſt is! O what oddes finde 
Lorditie ſaints in hard trials, when they feel ſap at their 
”m atroots, betwixt them and ſun-burnt withered profeſſors : 
fortlcroſſes and ſtorms cauſe them to caſt their blooms and 
ourlaves 3 poor worldlings what will ye doe when the ſpan= 
youtſlngth of your | forenoon's laughter is ended' and when 
thalthe weeping fide of Providence is turned to you ?. I 
IOW, I i 4 put 
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put up all the favours ye haye beſtowed on my Brother upg, 
Chrift's ſcore, in whoſe book are many ſuch counts & who wi 


non 
{ce 


requite them, I wish you to be builded more and more upogiff 


the ſtone laid in Zion & then yeshall be the more hit to haye 


hand in rebuilding our Lord's fallen tabernacle in this land, inffyide 
which ye shall finde great peace when ye come to grips withif 
Death the King of terrourss 'Fhe God of peace be withiſ 
your Ls ; and keep you blameleſs till the day of our Lordfha 


Jeſus. 


St Andrews, Your La : at all obedience in his ſweet 
Lord & Maſter, S. R. 


To his very dear friend 
JOHN FENNICEK. 


Much honoured & dear freind. (33) 


Race , mercy & peace be toyou : The neceſſary imped. 

ments of my calling have hitherto kept me from making 
return to your letter , the head's whereof I shall now briefly anf- 
wer. As. 1. Iapproye your going tothe fountain, when your own 
Ciſterne is dry : A difference there muſt be betwixt Chriſt 
well & your borrowed water , & why but ye have need of em- 
ptineſs & drying up, aſwell as ye have need of the well ? want 
& a hole there muſt ben our veſſel, to leave room to Chriſt's 


art; his well hath it's own need of thirſty drinkers, to com-ſſ 


mend infinite love, which from eternity did brew ſuch a cellar 
of living waters for us. Ye commend his free loye ; & it's wel 
done: Ohif Icould help you, & if I could be maſter-conyeen- 


er to gather an earth-full & an heaven-full of tongues dipped i 


and fteeped 1n my Lord's well of love or his wine of love , evet 
tongues drunken with his 1loye , to raiſe a ſong of praiſesto him, 
betwixt the .Eaſt & Weſt-end & furtheſt points of the broad hev 


vens! If I were in yourcalſe ſasalas! my dry & dead heart 1] | 
not pow in that carden] I would borrow Jeaye to come & ſtand 


upon 
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r upoglhpon the bancks & coaſts of that ſea of love, & be a feaſted fool 
ho willh ſee Love's fair tide , free Love*s high and lofty waves , each of 
e upogſſhiem higher then ten earths, lowing in upon pieces of loft clay : 
haye M@ welcome , welcome, great ſea! O if I had as much love tor 
nd, infyideneſs and breadth , as twenty outmoſt shells and ſpheres 
5s Withiſhf the heaven of heavens, thar I might receive in a little 
2 withiood of his free loye! Come, come, dear Friend, & be 
r Lordhained that the King's wine-celler of free loye & his bane» 
quetting houſe [O ſo wide , ſo ſtately! O fo God-like, 
þ glory-like! ] should be ſo abundant, ſo overflowing , & 
cursballow veſſcl fo little to take in ſome part of that love: but 
boce it cannot come in you for want of room , enter your ſelf 

inthis ſea of love, breath under theſe waters, & die of loye , 

k live as one dead & drowned ofthis Love, But why doe ye 

wmplain of waters going over your ſoul , & that the ſmoke of 

the terrors of a wrathfull Lord , doeth almoſt ſuffocate you & 

ting you to death's brink ? I know the fault is in your eyes, 

not in him; its not the rock that fleeth & moyeth, but the 

green failer - if your Tenſe & apprehenſion be made judge of his 
pedi. love, there is a graven image made preſently , even a changed 
ingaſſGod & a foe-God , who was once [ when ye was hed your ſteps with 
7 an(- Mutter > &» the reck poured you out rivers of opl, Fob. 29. 8.] a friend- 
ownfGod : cither now or never let God work ; ye had never ſince ye 
riff; was a man, ſuch fair field for faith : for a painted hell & an - 
em- apprehenſion of wrath in your father , is faith's opportunity to 
want try what ſtrength isin it: now giye God as largea meaſure of 
riſtscharity as ye have of ſorrow ; now ſee faith to be faith indeed , 
com ſltye can make your grave betwixt Chriſt's feet , & ſay , Though 
ella ir cbould lay me , Iw:ill truſt in him; his belceved love shall be my 
well winding-sheet , & all my grave-cloaths; I shall rel & fowe in my 
een-F ſul, my ſlain ſou!, in that web, his ſweet & free love: & let 
pedtim write upon my grave Heere lieth a beleeumg dead man, 
yen irearhing out and making an hole in death*s broad fide, & the 
im, Wreath of faith cometh forth through the hole. See now if ye 
1+ Yan overcome & prevail with God, & wreſtle God's tempting 
rt is to death & quit out of breath, as that renowned wreſtlerdid , 
and og, 12,3, 4nd bybis ſtrength he had power with God,y. 4 Tea 
ON E+.2 he 


et 
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he had power over the Angel & prevailed. He is a ftrong mh 
indeed who oyermatcheth heaven's ſtrength and the holy Ondſe 
of 1ſrael, the ſtrong Lord ; which is done by a ſecret ſuppih 
of divine ſtrength within , wherewith the weakeſt beinlf 
ſtrengthned , overcome and conquer. It shall be great vie 
ry to blow out the flame of that furnace ye are now in , withthe 
breath of faith : & when hell, men , malice , cruelty , fa 
hood , Devils, the ſeeming glooms of a ſweet Lord. mech; 
you in the teeth, if ye then as a captive of Hope , as one tettered(ſud 
in Hope's priſon, run to your ſtrong hold ,zeven from Galli 
glooming to God glooming , & belceye the ſalvation of thelf 
Lord 1n the dark , which is yonr onely victory : your enemisſſſh 
are but pieces of malitious clay, they shall die as men & he 
confounded, But that your troubles ace many at once, & ar 
rows come in from all airths, from countrey , friends, wife, 
children, foes, eltate , & right down from God who is the hope 
& ſtay of your ſoul, I confeſs is more & very heavy to be born; 
yet alltheſe are not more then Grace, all theſe bits of coals caſten 
in your ſea of mercy cannot dry it up: yourtroubles are many&} 
great , yet not an ounce- weight beyond the meaſure 
infinite wiſdom , I hope, not beyond the meaſure of grace that 
he is to beſtow ; for our Lord never yet brake the back of his 
childe, nor ſpilt his own work , nature's plaſtering & counter: 
feit work he doeth often break in sheards, & putteth out a candlhis/ 
not lighted at the Sun of righteouſneſs; but he muſt cherish hi 
own reeds & handle them ſoftly , never a reed getteth a thruſt 
with the Mediator*s hand to lay together the two ends of the 
reed. O what bonds & ligaments hath our Chirurgion of broken 
{pirits , to binde up all his lame & bruiſed ones with caſt your dis the 
Joynted ſpirit in his lap, & lay your burden upon one whois feri 
willing to take your cares & your fears off you , & to exchangek Nap! 
niffer your croſſes, & to give you new for old & gold for iron, but 
even to give you garments of praiſe tor the ſpirit of heavinels. Ifor 
It's true in a great part what ye write of this Kirk , that the letter Þfun 
of Religion onely is reformed. & ſcarce that:I due not beleeve out wh 
Lord will build his Zicn in this land , upon this sKin of Reforms -n 
tion alc 
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2 maſon; fo long as our ſcum remaineth & our heart idols are 
ly Ondleeped » this work muſt be at a ſtand; and therefore our Lord 
ſupplyſuſt yet fift this land, and ſearch us with candles ; and I know , 
beingſ®ieshall give and not {ſell us his Kingdom : his Grace and our 
videSemaining guiltineſs muſt be compared, & the one muſt be 
th thelffien in the glory of it and the other in the finfulneſs of itz But 
, falMidefire to belceve and would gladly hope to ſee , that the 
meetſſjancing and shining luſter of glory , coming from the diamonds 
tteredfſſud ſtones ſet in the crown of our Lord Jeſus, hall caſt 
n Godffuyes and beams many thouſand miles about. I hope Chriſt 
of theſſsupon a great Marriage , and that his wooing and ſuting of 
emiaſſſſis excellent Bride, doeth take it's beginning from us the 
& beſſends of the earth. O what joy and what glory wouldI judge + 
& ar-it, if my heaven $hould be ſuſpended, till I might have 
wife, ſlave to run on foot , to be a witneſs of that Marriage-glory , & 
 hopeſſſke Chriſt put on the glory of his laſt married bride and his 
vorn;FWlt Marriage love on earth, when he shall enlarge his loves 
aſten ſhed and ſet it upon the top of the mountains, and take inthe 
ay & Felder Siſter, the Fewes, and the fulneſs of the Gentiles | It 
re of ilere heaven's honour & glory upon earth, to be his lackey to 
that run at his horſe-foot and hold up the train of his Marriage-robe- 
f bisFroyal , in the day of our high and royal Solomon's eſpou- 
nter-Wlas, But O what glory to have a ſeat or bed in King eſs 
ndleFhis chariot , that is bottomed with gold & paved and lined 
| his Forer and floored within with Love , for the daughters of Feru- 
rut Wſalew! Cant. 3, 10. To lie upon ſuch a King's love, were 
the 4 bed next ro the flower of heaven's glory. I am ſorry to 
ken ear you ſpeak in your Letter, of a God angry at jou , and of 
dis- the ſenſe of his indignation , which onely ariſeth from ſut- 
sf Ffering for Jeſus, all-that is now come upon you: Indeed 
eB opprebended wrath flameth out of ſuch ashes as apprehended ſin 5 
on, out not from ſuffering for Chriſt; But ſuppoſe ye were in hell 
els, for by-gones and for old debt, I hope ye ow Chriſt a great 
tte lumme of charity to beleeve the ſweetnels of his love : I know 
out U whatit is to fin in that kinde, iris to fin out [ifit were poſſible] 
nz] the unchangeableneſs of a Godhead out of Chriſt , & to fin away 
100 Falovely & unchangeable God, Put more honeſt apprehenſions 
upon 
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upon Chriſt, put on his own mask upon his face, and not you 
vail made of unbelief, which ſpeaketh,, as if he borrowed love tour | 
you, from you and your demerits & ſinfull deſervings. Oh nofſſve ' 
Chriſt is man, but he is not like man; he hath man's love in h 
ven , but it is luſtered with God's love , & it is very Gods tove, ya 
have to doe with: When your wheels goe about, he ſtandeth (ill {horn 
Let God be God and beyeaman, and have ye the deſerving offfiud 
an &the fin of one who hath ſuffered your Welbcloved to flipfdeliv 
away , nay hath refuſed him entrance, when he was knocking 
till his head and locks were frozen; Yet what is that to him? 
his book keepeth your name , and is not printed and reprinted 
and changed and correfted : And why but he $hould goety 
his place & hide himſelf? Howbeir his Departure be his own goo 
work , yet the belief of it in that manner is your fin $ But wat 
on till he return with Salvation and cauſe you rejoyce in the lat 
ter end. Itis not much to complain : but rather beleeve the 
complain, and ſit in the duſt and cloſe your mouth , till he make 
your ſown light grow again ; for your afflictions are not eternal, 
Time will end them , & ſoshall ye at length ſec the Lord's falyz 
tion: his love fleepeth not, but is ſtill in working for you, his 
Salvation will not tarry nor linger, & Suffering for him istheſſ Ch! 
nobleſt croſs that is out of heaven; Your Lord had the waile&|| ſec 
choice of ten thouſand other crofles beſide this , to exerciſe youſſ shal 
withall ; but his wiſdom & his loye wailed and chooſed out this] the 
for you , beſide them all, & take it as a choice one , & makeuſe] ma 
of it, 10,as ye look to this world as your ſtep-mother in your bor-iþ you 
rowed priſon : Foritisa love-look to heaven and the other fide} ta 
of the water, that God ſeeketh : & this is the fruit , the Aower$ | the 
bloom growing out of your croſs, that ye be a dead man totime, | & 
to clay , togold , to countrey, to friends,, wife , children , & all bir 
ou- of created nothings, for in them there is not a ſeat nor Mi 
ottom for your ſoul's love. O what room is. for your Lovyefſ Jo 
[if it were as broad as the ſea] up in heaven and iu God! and fu 
what would not Chriſt give for your love? God gave ſo muchfor 
your ſoul, & bleſſed are ye, if ye have a love for him & can cal 
in your ſoul's love from all idols, and can make a God of God, 
a God of Chriſt & draw aline betwixt your heart and him. It} - 
| | | your 
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Jour deliverance come not , Chriſt's preſence and his beleeyed 
Lye muſt ſtand as caution and ſurety for your deliverance, till 
jour Lord ſend it in his bleſſed time - for Chriſt hath many 
jpulvations, it we could ſee them : and I would think it better 
horn comfort and joy that cometh from the faith of deliverance 
ing offfuad the tairh of his love , then that which cometh from 
fliverance it {clf. It is not much matter, if ye finde eaſe to 
jour afflicted ſoul , what be the means , either of your own 
him}wishing , or of God*s chooſing ; the latter I am ſure is beft and 
intedfſthe comfort ſtrongeſt and ſweeteſt : let the Lord abſolutely have 
20e off the ordering of your evils & troubles, and put them off you by 
goof recommending your eroſs and your furnace to him , who hat 

 warfikill tomelt his own mettall and knoweth well what to doe with 


e late bis furnace: let your heart be willing that God's fire have your. 


tha tio and braſs and droſs : to conſent to want corruption is 4 
greater mercy then many profeſſors doe well know , and to 
rnal,Þ refer the manner of God's Phyſick to his own wiſdom , whether 
alyz it teby drawing blood, or giving ſugared drinks that cure fick 

folks without pain , it is a great point of faith; and to beleeve 
$the] Chriſt's croſs to be a friend as he himſelf is a friend, is alſo a 
le&} fpecial act of faith : but when ye are over the water, this caſe 
you] 5hall be a yeſterday paſt an hundred years ere ye were born , & 
this} the cup of glory shall wash the memory of all this away and 
uſe make 1t as nothing : Onely now take Chriſtin with you under 
bore | Jour yoke , and let patience have her perfe&t work , for this 
ide taſte is your infimity. The Lord is riſing up to doe you good in 
rf} the latter end , put on the faith of his ſalvation & ſee him poſting 
ne, | & haſting towards you , Sir, my employments being ſo great, 
all Þ hinder me to write at more length excuſe me; I hope to be 
nor Þ mindfull of you. I shall be obliged to you if ye help me with 
ye Jour prayers for this people , this College, & my own poor 
nd foul, Grace be with you. Remember my love to your wife. 


all St, Andrews. Feb. 13, Yours mn Chr Zeſia. 
1640, S..-R. 
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To the much honoured 
PETES STFER LING 


Much honoured & worthy Sir. (34) 


Received yours , & cannot but be ashamed that miſtaking 
T love hath brought me in court & account in the heart of God's 
children, eſpecially of another nation: I should not make 
lye of the grace of God, if I should think I havelittle hare f 
it my ſelf: O how much better were it for me to itand in the 
counting table of many tor a half-penny & to be eſtemed a liker 
rather then a /over of Chriſt! If I were weighed , yanity should 
bear down the ſcale, as having weight in the ballance above me; 
except my lovely Saviour should caft in beſide me ſome of his 
borrowed worth; & Oh it I were writing now lincerely in this 
extenu ation,which may be & I fear is,ſubrile & cooſening prige! 
I would I could love ſomething of heayen's worth in you & all 
of your mettall. O how happy were I, if I could regain & cons 
quer back from the creature my ſold & loft love, that I might 
lay it upon heaven's jewel , that ever , ever blooming flower of 
the higheſt garden, even my ſoul-redeeming & never-enoughs 
prized Lord Jeſus! O that he would wash my love & put it on ſte 
the Mediator's wheel & refine it from it's droſs & tin, that[! 
might propine & gift that Lord ſo love-worthy , with all my 
love!Oh It I could ſet aleaſe of thouſands of years & a ſuſpenſion 
of my part of heaven'sglory , & friſt till a long day my delired 
falvation, ſobcing I could in this lower kitchin & under-vault of 
his creation , be teaſted with his loye , & that I might be a foot- 
ſtool for his glory before men & Angels) Ohif he would let 
out heaven's fountain upon withered me, dry & ſapleſs me! 
If I were but lick of love for hislove [ & O how would that (ick- 
neſs delight me! ] How ſwcet would that eaſing & refreshing 
pain be to my ſoul! Ishall be glad to bea witneſs to behold 
the Kingdoms of the world become Chriſt's : Icould ſtay our 
of heaven many years to ſee that yiRorious triumphing Lord ys 
oo Ha ny 
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t propheſied part of his ſoul-conquering love, in taking ints 
;Kingdom the greater Siſter , that Kirk ofthe Fews, who 
netimes courted our Welbeloved for her little Siſter , Canx. 8. 
to behold him ſet up as an enſign & a banner of love to the 
ids of the world. And truly weare to beleeve that his wrath 
ripe for the land of graven images , & for the falling of that 
ill-Rone in the midſt of the ſea. Grace be with you. 


St Andrews March. 6 Yours m his ſweet Lord 
1640. Feſua, S,R. 


To the Lady 
F ING A 3 K 


MeAſD 4M. (35) 


LC Race mercy & peace beto you: Though not acquainted , 
yetat the defire ofa Chriſtian, I make bold to write a line 
ntwo unto you by way of counſel [howbeit I be moſt unfit 
that] T hear , and I bleſſe the father of lights for it , that ye 
aye a {pirit ſet to ſeek God, and that the poſture of your 
teart is to look heaven-ward; which is a work and caſt of 
te Mediator Chriſt's right hand , who putteth on the heart 
anew frame, for the which I would have your La: to 
keatyea & bond of obedience laid upon you , that all may 
x done not ſo much from obligation of Law , as from the tye of 
ee love, that the law of ranſom-paying by Chriſt inay bethe 
(ef ground of all your obedience , ſeeing that ye are not under 
tte Law but under Grace: withall know that unbeleef is a ſpiri- 
tul fin & ſo not ſeen by nature's light, & that all that Conſcience 
lth is not Scripture: Suppoſe your heart bear witneſs againft 
Jou for ſins done long agoe; yet becauſe many have pardon 
mth God, that have not peace with themſelves, ye are to ſtand & 
ll by Chriſt's eſteem & verdi& of you & not by that which your 
kart aith ; Suppoſe it may by accident be a good ligne to be 

| jealous 


_— 
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jealous of your heavenly husband's love, yet it is a ſinful ſignt 
as there be ſome happy ſins[If I may ſpeak 10] not of themſely, 
but becauſe they are neighboured with faith and loye ; and { 

worthy Lady , T would have you hold by this that the ancient loy 
of an old husband ſtandeth firm and ſure, and let faith hing b 

this ſmall threed , that he loved you before he laid the 

ner-ſtone of the world, & therefore, he cannot change hij 
minde becauſe he is God, and reſts in his love ; neither ij 
ſin in you, a good reaſon wherefore ye should doubt of 
him, or think becauſe fin hath put you in the courtefie and 
reverence of juſtice , that therefore he is wroth with you 
Neither is it preſumption in you to lay the burden of yout 
ſalvation upon one mighty to ſave; ſo being ye lay aſideall 
confidence in your felt-worth & righteouſneſs. True faith 
1s humble & ſeeth no way to eſcape but onely in Chrift : And 
I beleeve ye have put an eſteem & high price upon Chriſt: & 
they cannot but beleeve , & ſobe ſaved, who love Chriſt ant 
to whom he is precious : for the love of Chriſt hath choſen Chriſt 
asa lover, & it were not like God, 1f ye should chuſe hin 
as your liking & he not chuſe you again , nay he hath prevented 
you in that, for ye have not choſen him but he hath choſen you, 
O confider his lovelineſs & beauty , & that there is nothing 
which can commend & make tair, heaven or earth, or the 
creature, that is not in him, in infinite perfection , for fait 
ſun and fair moon are black and think skame to shine before his 
fairneſs, Iſa. 24,23. Baſe heavens & excellent Jeſus: weak 
Angels, & ſtrong & mighty Jeſus: foolish angels-wiſdom &| 
onely wiſe Jeſus : short-living creature & long- living & ever- 
living Ancient of dayes.: miſerable & ſickly & wretched arc 
theſe things that are within times circle & onely, oncly bleſſed 
Jeſus! If ye can wynd-in in his loye [and he givcth you leave 
| to love him & allurements alſo] what a ſecond heaven's paradiſe, 
- a young heaven's glory is it , to be hot & burned with fevers 
love fickneſs for him ? & the more your La: drink ofthis love, 
there is the more room & the greater delight & deſire for this 
love : be homely & hunger fora feaſt & fill of his love , for 


that's the borders & march of heaven : nothing hath a nearer re- 
ſemblance 
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kmblance to the colour & hew & luftre of heaven; then Chriſt 
red , & to breath our love-words & love-fighs for him. Re= 
jember what he is : when twenty thouſand millions of heayens 
rers have worn their hearts threed-bare of love, all is no-= 
ling » Yea leſs then nothing to his matchleſs worth & excel- 
icy : O fo broad & ſo deep as the ſea of his defireable lovelineſs 
1 Glorified ſpirits , triumphing Angels , the crowned & 
ited lovers of heaven , ſtand without his lovelineſs & can- 
pt put a circleon it. O if ſin & time were from betwixt us, & 
wtroyall & King's love! That high Majeſty , eternitie's bloom 
& lower of high-luſtred beauty, might shine upon pieces of 
Treated ſpirits, & might bedew and overflow us who are 
Srtions of endleſs miſery & lumps of redeemed fin : Alas what 
JI! I but ſpill & loſe words in ſpeaking highly of him , who 
Fill bide & be aboye the mulick & fongs of heaven, & never be 
Swugh praiſed by us all, to whoſe boundleſs & bottomleſs love 
Irccommend your La: & am.. FS ns 
St Andrews. March, 27. Tour La : in Chrift Feſua, , 
1640. S. R. 
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| To his reverend & dear Brother 
I DAVID DICKSON. 


Reverend & dear Brother. (36) 


E look like the houſe whereof ye arc a branch : the Croſs 
is a part of the life-rent that lieth to all the ſons of the houſe, 
&ſire to ſuffer with you , if 1 could take alift of your houſe- 
nal off you 3 bur ye have preached it ere I knew any thing of 
dd: your Lord may gather his roſes, & shake his apples, at what 
ſon of the year he pleaſeth : each husbandman cannot make 
ryeſt when he pleaſeth , as He can doe: ye are taught to knovy 
adore has ſoveraignity which he exerciſeth over you, which yct 
iluſtered with mercy . the childe hath but changed a bed in the 
iden > & 1s planted'up higher nearer the ſun , where he shall 

K k £ thrive 
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thrive better then in this out-field moor-ground ; Ye muff 
think your Lord would not want him one hour longer , & ſince 
the date of your loan of him was expired [as it is, if ye readff 
the lea(s] let him have his own with gain, as good reaſon were, 
I read on it an exaltation & a richer meaſure of grace , as the 
iweet truit of your croſs: and I am bold to ſay , that , that 
College where your Maſter hath ſer you now , shall finde it. W 
am content that Chriſt is ſo homely with my dear BrotherDavidfi 
Dickſon , as to borrow & lend, & take & give with him , & ye 


know what are called the viſitations of ſuch a friend , it's. 


come to the houſe && be homely with what is yours , 1 perſwadeſy,.: 
my ſelf upon his credit, he hath left drink-money , and that 


he hath made the houſe the better of him. I envie notſhg 


his waking love , who ſaw that this water was to be paſt throughlſ 
& that now the number of croſſes lying in your way to glory,areſ; 
fewer by one then when I ſaw you; they muſt decreaſe: itigh,. 
better then any ancient or modern commentary on your Tenf 
that ye preach upon in Glaſgow: read and ſpell right , for ha 
knoweth what he doeth, he is onely lopping & ſnedding a fruitS,; 
full tree that it may be more fruitfull. I congratulate heartily; 


with you , his new welcome to your new charge, Deareſifi,; 


Brother, goe on & faint not, ſomething of yours is in heaven, 
beſide the flesh of your exalted Saviour , & ye goe on after yourſſ 
own: time*s threed is shorter by one inch then it was : an oath, 
15 {worn & paſt the ſeals ; whether afflition will or not , ye mult, 
grow & {well out of your shel, & live & triumph & reign , &F 
be more then conquerour , for your captain who leadeth you on ſy 
is more then conquerour , and he makes you a partaker ol 
his conqueſt and Victory, Did - not love to you compelly,., 
me , I would not fetch water to the well, & ſpeak to on, . 
who knoweth better then I can doe , what God is doingſſy, 
with him. Remember my love to your wife , to Mr Fohn , 8, 
all friends there. Let us be helped by your prayers , for l ceakf 
not to make mention of you to the Lord as I dow, Graces 
with you, 

St Andrews. May. 28. Tours in his ſweet Lord 

| 1640. Feſus, $. R- 


Java Race, mercy & peace be to you: Impute it not to a 
diſreſpeCtive forgetfulneſs of your La: who miniſtred to 
nein my bonds , that I write not to you: I wish I could ſpeak or 
mite what might doe good to your La: eſpecially now , when I 
d thati;uk ye cannot but have deep thoughts of the deep & bottom- 
© no wayes of our Lord, intaking away, with a ſudden & won- 
OUeUErfull ſtroke your brethren & friends, Ye may know, all that 
JrAleVliefor fin , die notin fin; & that ore can reach the Almighty 
Wiuw/edge , he anſwereth none of our Courts, & no man can 
ly, What doeft thou? It's true, your brethren ſaw not many 
or he.amers; but adore & fear the ſoveraignty of the great Potter , 
"bo maketh & marreth his clay-veſſels when & how it pleaſeth 
Sim, This under-garden is abſolutely his own & all that grow- 
eare$} in it ,. bis abſolute liberty is law-biding, the flowers are his 
Wenn, if fome be but ſummer-apples he may pluck them down 
YoUBfore others. O what wiſdom is it to beleeve & not to diſÞute , 
0a ſubje& the thoughts to his Court & not to repine at any a& 
mulBfhis juſtice ! He hath done it, all flesh be filents it is im» 
1 » FFſſble to be ſubmiſſive & religiouſly patient if ye ſtay your 
u OF toughts down among the confuſed rollings & wheels of ſecond 
cr ouſes, as, Oh the place ! Oh the time! Oh if this had been, 
mpelBi;, bad 0: followed! Oh the linking of this accident with this t:me 
) OMY6 place! Look up to the Maſter-motion & the firſt wheel, ſee 
JoinfFt read the decree of heaven & the Creator of men , who brew- 
"' "Fthdeath to his children & the manner of it ; & they ſee far 
ceaſe namill-ftone, & have eyes that make a hole to ſee through 
Ve one ſide of a mountain to the other, who can take up his 
wyes: How unſearchable ave hu judgement, & his wayes 
of£nding out! His Providence halteth not, but goeth with - 
[ia & equal legs: yetare they not the greateſt ſinners , upon 
: KN k 2 whom 
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whom tower of 8:70am fell : was not time's leaſe expired, &thel; 


fand of heaven's ſand-glaſs ſet by our Lord , run out? Is not he an if; 
unjuſt debter who payeth due debt with chiding ? I beleeye, if 
Chriſtian Lady , your faith Jeaveth that much charity toourſſ 
Lord's judgements, as to beleeve, howbeit ye be in blood ſibW£, 
to that croſs, that yet ye are exempted & freed from the gall & 
wrath that is 1n it. I dare not deny but (Feh, 18 : 15.) the 
King of terrors dwelleth in the wicked man's tabernacle : brimflone 
Shall be ſcattered on his habitation : yet, Madam, it 1s ſafe for you 
to live upon the faith of his love , whoſe arrows are over- water- 
ed & potuted with love & merey to his own, & who knoweth 
liow to take you & yours out of the roll & book of the dead, 
Our Lord hath not the eyes of flesh in diſtributing wrath to the 
thouſand generation without exception. Seeing ye are not 
under 3he Law, but under Grace & married to another hus- 
band; wrath is not the Court that ye are liable to. As I would 
not wish , neither doe [I beleeve, your Ls: doeth deſpiſe ; fo 
neither faint: read & ſpell aright all the words & ſyllabesinl, 
the viſitation , & miſcall neither letter nor ſyllabe in it. Come 
along with the Lord, & ſee, & lay no more weight upon the. 
Law then your Chriſt hath laid upon it ; If the Law's bill get an}... 
anſwer from Chriſt, the curſe of it can doe no more: And] hope 
ye nave reſolyed that if he should grind you to powder , your, 
duit & powder hall beleeve his ſalvation, And who can tell what 


thoughts of love & peace our Lord hath to your children ? Itrultif ,; 


he shall make them famons in excuting the written judgements} 


upon the enemies of the Lord : this honour have all his ſaints off, 
Pſal. 149: 9g. & that they hall bear ſtones on their shoulders. 


for building that city that is called, Exek. 46: 35, The Lorihh 
is there : & happy $hall they be who have a hand in the ſacking i 
Babel, & come out in the year of vengeance for the contro” 
verſy of Zion, againit the land of grayen images. Therefore 
Madam , let the Lord make out of your father*s houſe any 
work , even of judgement, that he pleaſeth : What is wrati 
to others, 1s mercy to you & your houſe, It is Faith*s work 
to claim and challenge loving kindneſs out of all the rougihh 
eſt ſtrokes of God, Doe that: for the Lord , which ye will doe 
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or time ; time will calme your heart at that which God hath 
ctheFine, & let our Lord have it now. What love ye did bear to 


ca fends now dead, ſeeing they ſtand now in no need of it , letit 
eve, il as juſt legacy to Chriſt. O how ſweet to put out many 
- < tange lovers , & to put in Chriſt ! It is much for our half-ſlain 


Wi&Qtions to part with that which we beleeve we bave right un- 
all & ; but the ſervant's will should be our will, & he is the beft 
) theFfrant who retaineth leaſt of his own will & moſt of his Maſ- 
rftone tr's, That much wiſdom muſt be aſcribed to our Lord, 
YOUBiat he knoweth how to lead his own in-through and onts 
aTtBirough the little time-hells and the pieces of ttme-during | 
wel Wraths in this life , & yet keep ſafe his loye without any blurre .-| 
lead, ron the old & great ſeal of free Election : And ſeeing his moun- | 
o the Fins of braſs , the mighty & ſtrong decrees of free grace in 
- NOUChriſt , ſtand ſure, & the Covenant ſtandeth faſt for eyer as the 
_ kyes of heaven , let him ſtrike & nurture , his ſtr:king muſt be 
» "ery 2G of ſaving; ſeeing ſtrokes upon his ſecret ones, come 
"Mom the ſoft & heavenly hand of the Mediatour , & his rodsare 
keped & watered in that flood & river of love that cometh 
om rhe God-man's heart of our ſoul-loving & ſoul-redeeming 
ſtsvs. I hope ye'are content to friſt the Cautioner of man= 
tinde his own conqueſt, heaven, till he pay it you & bring 
wu to a ſtate of glory, where he shall neyer crook a finger 
won , nor lift a hand to you again; And be content , & withall 
reedily covetous of Grace , the intereſt & pledge of Glory, If 
[did not beleeye your crop to be on the ground , & your part of 
lat heaven bf the ſaints heaven , white & ruddy,fair,fair & beau- 
ttull Teſus , were come to the bloom & the flower , & near your 
wok I would not write this; but ſecing time's threed 15 short , 
k ye are upon the entry of heaven's haryeſt , & Chriſt the field | 
f heaven's glory is white & ripe-like, the loſſes that I write 
to your La: are but ſummer-showers that will onely wet 
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fore, urgarments for an hour or two, and the Sun of the new Zera- 
Sh wm Shall quickly dry the wet coat ; eſpecially ſeeing rains 


F Aflition cannot ſtain the image of God or cauſe Grace caſt 

de colour : And fince ye will notalter upon him , who will 
up" change upon you, I durſt in weakneſs think my ſelf no 
1] doe = Kk3 Jpiritual 


(518) 


ſpiritual Seer , if I should not propheſfie . that day-light is neer 
when ſuch a morning-darknels is upon you , & that this trial of 

aur Chriſtian minde towards him whom ye dare not leave how. 
veit heshould ſlay you , shall cloſe with a doubled mercy, It is 
time for faith to hold faſt as much of Chriſt as ever ye had &to 
make the grip ſtronger & to cleave cloſer to him , ſeeing Chriſt 
loveth to be beleeyed in & truſted to: The glory of laying 
ſtrength upon one that is mighty to ſave, is more then we can 
think : That piece of ſervice of beleeving in a ſmiting Re 
' deemer is a precious part of obedience. O what glory to him 
to lay over the burden of our heaven upon him that purchaſed 
for us an eternal Kingdom! O bleſſed foul who can adore & 
kiſs his lovely, free Grace. The rich grace of Chriſt be with 
your ſpirit, | | 

St, Andrews. Octob. 15. Tours at all obedience in 
1640 Chriſt Feſuwa , S.R, 


ee 
_—_ 


Cree 


—__ 


TT AGNES McMATH 


Dear Siſter. (38) 


I Four Lord hath taken away your childe, your leaſe of himis 

expired, & ſeeing Chriſt would want him no longer , it is 
your part to hold your peace, & worship & adore the fove- 
raignty & liberty that the potter hath over the clay & pieces f 
clay-nothings that he gave life unto: And what is man to cal 
& {tummond the Almighty to his lower Court down here? For 
he giveth account of none of his doings: And if ye will take! 
loan of 2 childe & give him back again to our Lord , laughingſſ. 
as his borrowed goods should return to him, belceve he is not 
gone away , but ſent before , & that the change of the countre 
Should make you think, he'is not loſt to you who is found to 
Chriſt, & that he is now before you , & that the dead in Chril 
Shall be raiſed again: A going down ſtar is not annihilat , but 


Shall appeare again : If he baye caſten his bloom & no the 
ooh 
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loom is fallen in heaven in Chrit's lap; And as he was lent a 


s neer Fihile to Time, ſos he given now to Eternity , which will take 
al of jour felt: And the difference of your shipping & his, to heaven 
how. k Chriſt's shore , the land of lite, 1s onely in ſome few years , 
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which weareth eyery day shorter , & ſome short & ſoon: rec- 
toned ſummers will give you a meeting with him ; but what 
with h:-7 ? Nay , with better company , with the chief & 
kider of the heavenly troups that are riding on white horſes, that 
ge triumphing 1n glory. .It Death were a ſleep that had no 
mkening » we might ſorrow: But our Husband shall quickly 
te at the bed-ſides of all thar lie ſleeping in the grave , & shall 
riſe their mortal bodies. Chriſt was Death's Cautioner , who 
pe his word to come & looſe all the clay-pawnes & ſet them 
it his own right hand , & our Cautioner , Chriſt, hath an 
At of Law - ſurety upon Death to render back? his cap- 
tives : And that Lord [ſeſus, who knoweth the turnings & 
vindings that 15s1n that black trance of Death , hath numbered 
l the ſteps of the ſtair up to heaven; he knoweth how long 
the turnpike 1s or how many pair of ſtairs high it is , for he af(- 
cended that way himſelf, Rew. 1: 18. I was dead & am alive. 
& now he liveth at the right hand of God, and his garments 
have not ſo much as a ſmell of death, Your afflitions ſmell of the 
childrens caſe,the bairns of the houſe are ſo nurtured, & Suffering 
5n0 new life , 1t1s but the rent of the ſons, baftards haye not 1o | 
much of the rent; take kindly & heartſomly with his croſs , who 
never yet ſlew a childe with the croſs; He breweth yourcup, 
therefore drink it patiently & with the better will: ftay & wait 
om, till Chriſt looſe the knot that faſteneth his croſs on your | 
back, for he is coming todeliver: & Ipray you , Sifter, learn-J 
to be worthy of his pains who correQeth, & let him wring, & 
teye washen, for he hath a father's heart & a father's hand who 
5 training you up & making you meet for the high hall. This 
School of Suffering is a preparation for the King's higher houſe : 
& let all your viſitations ſpeak all the letters of your Lurd's ſum- 
monds: they cry, 1. O vain World ! 2. O bitter Sin! 3. O 
bbort & uncertain Time! 4. O fair Eternity, that is above 
ickneſs & Death ! 5. O Kingly & Princely Bridegroum ! 
Kk 4 Haſten 
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Haſten Glorie's Marridge, shorten Time's short-{pun & foon;fltha 
broken threed , & conquer Sin! 6, O happy & blefffe 
Death , that golden bridge laid over by Chriſt my Lord betwixhit 
Time's clay-banks & heaven's shore ! & the Spirit & the Bridefſ6o' 
ſay Come , & anſwer ye with them, Even ſo, come Lord Feſw ip 
Come quickly.) Grace be with you. ] hi 


St Andrews. Oftob, rx. Torr brother in his (wees [®) 

1640. Lord Feſws, S.R. UF 

DM — - ;0 
| tho 

To Mr MATHEW MOWAT. fv 

me 

Reverend dear Or Brother. (39) hin 


3 

ww Hat am TI to anſwer you? Alas! my books are all bye 
& shew me little of Gad : I would fain goe beyond books 

in to his houſe of love , to ſee himſelf. Dear Brother , neitherye 
nor I, are parties worthy of his love or knowledge. Ah ! how 
hath ſin bemiſted & blinded us that we cannot ſee him ? But for 
my poor {elf, I am pained & like to burſt, becauſe he will not take 
down the wall, & fetch his uncreated beauty, & bring his match- 
Jeſs , white & ruddy face out of heaven one's errand , that I may 
Have heaven meetiny me ere I goetoit, inſuch a wonderfull 
fight:ye know thatMajeſty & Love doe humble ,becauſe homely 
Jove to ſinners dwelleth in him with Majeſty : Ye should give f 
Þim all his own court-ſtiles, his high & heaven-names. What 
am 1I to sbape conceptions of my higheſt Lord? How broad & 
how high & how deep he is above & beyond what theſe concep- tor 
tions are, I cannot tell; but for my own weak practice | which | Jv 
alas! can be no rule to one ſo deep in love-fickneſs with Chriſt | & 
= asyeare] I would fain adde to my thoughts & eſteem of him ,& || 8* 
, amake him more high , & would wish an heart & love ten thou- 
” Fand times wider then the outmoſt circle & curtgin that goeth as || 0 
bout the heaven of heavens, to entertain him in that heart & Þ ©: 
with that love. But that which is your pain , »2y Dear Brother , I *\ 
is minealſo, I am confounded with the thoughts of him:I know || 4 
God is caſten [if I may ſpeak ſo] in aſweet mould & lovely f 
:mage , inthe perſon of that heaven's jeyyel , the man-Chrill,& ful 

: | taat 
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© foon-tat the ſteps of that ſteep aſcent & fair to the Godhead is the 
blefſedſſfech of Chriſt, the new & living way ; & there 1s footing for 
2twixthith in that curious Ark of the: huwanity : therein dwelleth the 
BrideſGodhead married upon our Humanity , I would bein heayen, 
Feſw Y{appoſe I had not another errand , but.to ſee that dainty golden 

; Wk & God perſonally looking out at ears & eyes & a body ſuch 
s we ſinners have , that I might wear my finfull mouth in kiſſes 
a him for evermore: & I know all- the Three bleſſed Perſons 
ould be well pleaſed , that my piece of faint & created love 


{11 


trough him. Iam called from writing by my great imploy« 
nents in this town , & haye {aid nothing: but what can I 1ay of 
tim : Let us goe & ſee. 


St Andrews, 1640. Tours in his ſweet Lord 


Feſus , S.R. 


| To my Lady 
EE EE N MM U © MM 


rfull 
nely M AD 4 M. (40) | G 
Race mercy & peace. be to your Ls: Iam heartily ſorry 


—— 


ive 
[Ab Gi your La: 1s deprived of ſuch an husband, & the 


d& Lord's Kirk of fo aRive& faithfull a friend. I know your Ls: 
-ep- | ong agoe made acquaintance with that wherein Chrift will have 
ich | J0u joyned in a fellowship with himſelf, even with his own 
riſt | Croſs, & hath taught you to ſtay your ſou] upon the Lord's 
,& | food will, who giveth not account of his matters to any of us: 
2u- | Vhen he hath led you through this water that was in your way 
av _— , there are tewer behinde : & his order in diſmiſſing us, 

& lending us out of the market , one before another , is to be 
r, | 'everenced. One year's time of heaven s$hall ſwallow up 
»w | l forrows, even beyond all compariſon : What then will 
ly | ®0t a duration of bleſſednsſs ſo long as God $hall live 
& || fully and abundantly recompenſe ? It is good that our 
at | mn Kk 5 Lord 


could firſt coaſt upon the man Chriff; I should ſee them all 


| 
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Lord hath given a debter obliged by gracious promiſes, fo 
more in Eternity then Time can take trom you: & l beleeve,ſ 
your La : hath been now many years adviſing & thinking what 
that Glory will be which is abiding the pilgrims & ſtrangers on 

the earth, when they come home , & which we may think of, 

love & thirſt for, but we cannot comprehend it , nor conceive 
of it asit is, far leſs can we over-thiak or over-loveit. O 
long a Chapter , or rather, ſo large a Volume, as Chriſt » 
. In that Divinity of Glory ! There is no more of him let downf:.. 
now to beſeen & enjoyed by his children , but as much as may elir 
feed hunger in this life, but not fatisfie it; Your L# : isa 
debter to the Son of God's Croſs, that is wearing out love 
and affiance in the creature, out of your heart by degrees: orfſi® 
rather, the obligation ſtandeth to his free grace, who careth, 
for your L2: in this gracious diſpenſation , and who 1s preparing 
& making ready the garments of Salvation for you, & who 
calleth you with a new name that the mouth of the Lord hath Y#* 
named , & purpoſeth to make you a crown of glory & a royal 
diadem in the hand of your God. Iſa. 6:. 2.3. Ye are obligedto 
friſt him more then one heaven, & yet he craveth not along 
day, it is faſt coming & is ſure payment , though ye gave no 
hire for him , yet hath he given a great price & rantom for you; 
& it the bargain were to make again, Chriſt would give noleb 
for you then what he hath already given ; he is far from ruing, 
T shall wish you no more till Time be gone out of the way , then Þ!* 
the earneſt of that which he hath purchaſed & prepared for Þ/? 
you , which can never be fully preached, written or thought of, 
ſince it hath not entered into the heart to conſider it. So recom- |! 
mending your La : to the rich grace of our Lord Jeſus, Iam / 
& rellts, | 


St Andrews, Tour La: at all reſpefive obſervance 
in Chriſt Feſus, S.R. 
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To Miſtreſs 
TL TT LOOM 


MISTRKESS. (41) 


Race , mercy & peace be to you : Though I have no re- 
J lation worldly or acquaintance with you, yet (upon the 
klimony & importunity of your Elder ſon now at London , 
niere I am , but chiefliy becauſe I eſteem Jeſus Chriſt 1n you 
þ be in place of all relations] I make bold in Chriſt to ſpeak my 
poor thoughts to you concerning your Son lately fallen aſleep in' 
the Lord | who was ſome time under the mi niſtery of the wor- 
by ſervant of Chriſt , my fellow-labourer: Mr Blair , and by 
whoſe miniſtery I hope he reaped no ſmall advantage] I know , 
mce rooteth not out the affeions of a mother , but putteth' 
tem on his wheel who maketh all things new , tharthey may 
terefined , therefore ſorrow for a dead childe is allowed to you » 
though by meaſure & ounce-weights; the redeemed of the Lord 
tave not a dominion or Lordship over their ſorrow & other af- 
fetions, to lavish out- Chriſt*s goods at their pleaſure; for ye | 
are not your .0wn , but bought with aprie, & your ſorrow is not 
jour own , nor hath he redeemed you by halves; & therefore 
je are not. to make Chriſt's croſs no croſs; He commandeth 
you to weep, &that Princely one who took up to heaven with 
him a man's heart, to bea compaſlionat high prieſt, became 
jour fellow & companion on earth by weeping for the dead 
Joh. 11.: 35- And therefore ye are to love that croſs, be- 
cauſe it was once on Chriſtsshoulders before you; ſo that by 
bis own pradice he hath overguilded and covered - your 
croſs with the Mediators luſtre: The cup ye drink was at the 
lip of, ſweet Jeſus, & he drank of it, & ſo ithatha ſmellof 
lis breath ; And I conceive ye love it nat the worſe that it 
s thus ſugared, therefore drink & beleeve the reſurre&ion of 
your Son's body: if one coal of hell could fall off the exalted 
head Feſus , Jeſus the Prince of the Kings of the earth, &' 
burn me to ashes, knowing I were a partner with Chriſt , & . 
Cle 
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fellow-sharer' with him [though the unwortliteft of men] 1 
think I should die a lovely death in that fire , with him : Th 7” 
worſt things of Chriſt, even his croſs , have much of heayeeff ®* 
from himſelf, 8& ſo hath your Chriſtian ſorrow , being of kin tf" 
Chriſt's in that kinde : If your ſorrow were a Baſtard , & na of 
of Chriſt's houſe [| becauſe of the relation ye have to him inf?*© 
conformity with his death & ſufferings] Ishould the more com- Fher 
paſſionat your condition ; but kinde & compaſſonat Jeſus, uff x C 
every ſigh ye give for the loſs of your now-glorified childe [f + 
I beleeve, as is meet] with a man's heart cryeth halfe mine. 1” 
was not a witneſs to his death , being called out ofthe King." 
dom ; but ye $hall credit theſe whom I doe credit& I darfi* 
not lye ) he died comfortably , It js true he died before he 
did ſo much ſervice to Chrift on earth, as I hope & keartily defire 
your Son Mr Hugh [ very dear to me in Jeſus Chriſt] $hall 
doe: But that were areall matter of forrow , if this were not to 
counterballance it , that he hath changed ſerwice- houſes , but hath h 
not changed ſervice or maſter Reu. 22: 3. And there shall bem” 
-more curſe, but the throne of Ged & of the Lamb shall be in it , &ÞÞ** 
his ſervants chall ſerve him. What he could have don in this" 
lower houſe, he is now upon that fame ſeryice in the higher 
houſe, & it is all one, it is theſame ſeryiee & the ſame Maſter, | *? 
onely there. is a change of conditions: And ye are not to think 
it a bad bargain for your beloved ſon , where he hath gold for 
copper & braſs, Eternity for Time, I beleeve Chriſt hath taught 
you | for I give credit to ſuch a witneſs of you as your Son My ho 
Hugh ] not to ſorrow becauſe he died :- All the knot moſt | 
he , he died r00 ſoon, he died too young , be died in the mornmg of h 
bis life , this is all ; but ſoveraignity muſt filence your thoughts: | 
IT was 1n your condition, I had but two children, & both are dead 
fince I came hither : The ſupream and abſolut former of all > 
things giveth not an account of any of his matters : The good | 
husband-man may pluck his roſes, & gather in his lilies at mid- : 
ſummer , & for ought I dare ſay , in the beginning of the firſt 
ſummer-moneth, & he may tranſplant young trees out of the 
lower ground to the higher , where they may have moreof 

the ſun & g. mere free air, at any ſeafon of the year; what is that 
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2 ny $y0b or me; The goods are his own. The Creator of time 
a >. winds did a mercifull injurie [ifIdare borrow the word] to 
kin tÞafure In landing the paſſenger ſo early. They love the ſes 


& no well > who complain of a fair wind & a deſirable tide , and a 
-— - ftheedy coming ashore , eſpecially a coming ashore in thatland 
.— fhere all the inhabitants have everlaſting joy upon their heads: 
's, v1 cannot be too earely in heaven : His twelve honrs were 
. Ir hot short hours : And withallif ye conſider this, had ye been 
_ "it his bed-fide , and shonld haveſcen Chriſt coming to him, ye 
King. would not , ye could not have adjourned Chriſt's free love , who 
.. + tis mother could not cloſe his eyes, 15 not much : who cloſed 
Jefire (ſoſe's eyes ? And who put on his winding-sheet ? For ought 
6 , . 
haj[1k00W » neither father not mother nor friend , but God onely : 
And there is as expedite , fair & eafiea way betwixt Scorland 
& heaven, avif he had died in the very bed he was bornin: The 
whole earth is his father's : Any corner of his father's houſe is 
zpod enough to die in. It may be, the. living childe (I ſpeak 
not of My Hugh) is more grief to you then the dead: Ye are 
to wait on if at any time God shall give him repentance - Chrift 
waited as long poflibly on you & me, certainly longer on me: & 
if heshould deny repentance to him , I could ſay ſomething to 
that; but I hope better rhings of bim : It ſeemeth that Chriſt will 
have this world your ſtep-dame : I love not your condition the 
worſe, it may bea proof that ye are nota childe ofthis lower 
houſe , but a ſtranger: Chriſt ſceth it not good onely , but yaur 
rf mely good . to be lead thus to heaven , & think this a favour , that 
> © | he hath beſtowed upon you , Free, free grace, thatis, mercy 
24 | Without hire, ye paid nothing forit: And who can puta price 
1 {| upon any thing of Royal and Princely Jeſus Chriſt ? And that 
od | God hath given to you to ſuffer for him the ſpoiling of your 
, my , eſteem it as an act of free grace alſo: Ye arenoloſer, 
-| | faving himſelf. And I perſwade my ſelf, it ye could prize Chrift , 
nothing could be bitter , to you, Grace , grace be with you, 


of London. i645. Tour Brother 6» Welk. 
2 wiher, S,R, 
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rould want him no longer: And dying in an other land where - 
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To BARBARA HAMILTON. 


Warthy Friend. (42) 


Race be to you 2 I doe unwillingly write unto youſ© 


S- of that which God hath done concerning your ſon in 
law ; onely , I: beleeve ye look not below Chriſt and the 
higheſt and moſt ſupream a of proyidence , which moveth all 
wheels: And certainly what came down enacted & concluded 
in the great book before the throne , & ſigned & ſublcribed with 
the hand which never did wrong , should be kiſſed & adored by 
us - we {ee God's decrees, when they bring forth their fruits, all 
actions, good & ill, ſweet & ſowrein their time ; But we ſee 
not preſently the after-birth of God's decree , to wit , his bleſſed 
end & the good that he bringeth out of the womb of his holy & 
ſpotleſs counſel : we ſee his working , & we ſorrow : The end 


of his counſel & working lieth hidden & underneath the ground, 


& therefore we cannot beleeve : Even amongſt men , we ſee 
hewen flones, timber & an hundred ſcattered parcels & pieces 
of an houſe, all under- tools, hammers & axes & ſaws; yet 
the houſe, the beauty & eaſe of ſo many __ & eaſe- rooms, 
we neither ſee nor underſtand for the preſent ; theſe are but in 
the minde & head of the builder as yet ; wee ſee red earth , un- 
broken clods, furrows & ſtones ; but we ſee not ſummer-lilies, 
roſes, & the beauty of a garden - If yegivethe Lord timeto 
work [ as often he that beleeveth not, maketh haſte, but not 
ſpeed ] his end is under the ground , & ye shall ſee it was your 
good that your Son hath changed dwelling-places , but not his 
Maſter: Chriſt thought good to have no more of his ſervice 
here, yet Rev. 22: 3. His ſervants shall ſerve him: He needeth 
not us or our ſervice, either in earth or in heaven * But ye are 
to look to him , who giveth the hireling both his leave & his 
wages for his naked aim & purpoſe to ſerve Chriſt , aswell 
for his labours: Itis put up in Chriſt's account, ſuch a labourer 
did ſweat fourty years in Chriſt's vineyard , howbeit he got not 
Jeave to labour ſo long, becauſe he who accepteth of thewil 


for the deed, counteth ſo: Notie can teach the Lord to lay an 
| | account 
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count : He numbereth the drops. of rain , & knoweth the ſtars 
Ftheir names: It would take us much ſtudying to give a name 
y every ſtar in the the firmament , great or 1tmall. See Lev. 
hap. 13+ 13. And. Aaron beld bis peace: Ye know his two: 
) you hos were ſlain , whilſt they offered ſtrange fire to the Lord; 
bn in lommand your thoughts to be filent : It the ſouldiers of 
d thefſſwcaftle had done' this, ye might have ſtomacked , but the 
th all flreapon was in another hand: Hear the rod what it preach- 
ludeg ſb, & ſee the name of God, Micah. 6. 9, And know that 
| with (dere is ſome what of God & Heaven in the rod; The Maje- 
ed by Wy of the unſcarchable & bottomleſs wayes & judgeinents of 
5, all bod is not ſeen in the rod, & the ſeeing of them requireth 
re ſee te eyes of the man of wiſdom, If the ſufferings of ſome other 
efſed Frith you in that loſs could eaſe you , ye want them not : But 
ly & fe can doe no wrong , he cannot halt , his goings are equal 
- end Yvho hath done it. I know our Lord aimeth at more mortifica- 
und, ion: let him not come in yain to your houſe, & loſe the pains of 
e ſee Mi mercifull vifite : God, the founder, never melteth 1n yain ; 
eces Flowbeit to us , he ſeemeth often to loſe both fire & mettall; But 
yet [1 know ye are more in this work then I can be: There is no 
ms, fſtuſe to faint or weary.,Grace be with you,& the rich conſfolations 
t in YfJeſus Chriſt ſweeten your croſs & ſupport you underit. I reſt, 


{. 


and London , Octob. 15, Yours in his Lord &f 
es, 1645. Maſter , S.R. 
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cth Loving gifter. (43) 

his Race, mercy & peace be to you ; If ye have any thing 
Ly better then the husband of your youth, ye are Jeſus Chrilt's 
re F&ebter for it: Pay not then your debts with grudging: Sorrow 


may diminish from the {fweet fruit of righteouſneſs; but quiet» 
1] Jes, ſilence , ſubmiſſion & faith, put a crown upon your {ad 


bffes : ye know whoſe voice the voice of a crying rod » 
WED Micah, 
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Micah. 6. 9, The name & majeſty of the Lord is written ofſtin 
the rod, read & be inſtructed : Let Chriſt have the room offfto 
the husband , he hath now no need of you or of your love; fol. 
he enjoyeth aſmuch of the love of Chriſt as his heart. can be 
Capable of: I confeſs it is dear-bought experience to teach you 
to underyalue the creature ; yet it 15 not too dear if Chriſt think 
at fo. I know thar the diſputing of your thoughts againſt hi 
going thither, the way & manner of his death , the inftrufj . 
ments, the place, the time, will not eaſe your ſpirit, exceptfi 
ye riſe higher then ſecond cauſes , & be filent becauſe the Lord 
hath doneit: If we meaſure the goings of the Almighty & his 
wayes, the bottom whereof we ſce not , we quite miſtake God; 

O how little a portion of Gad ſee we ! He is far above our G 
ebbe & narrow thoughts: He ruled the world in wiſdom, 
ere we creatures of yeſterday were born., & $hall rule jt when the 
we shall be lodging befide the worms & corruption - Onely, fla 
learn heavenly wiſdom , ſelf-deniall & mortification by this {ad 
loſs : Iknow that it is not for nothing (except yedeny Godto 
be wile in all he doeth) that yehaveloſt one in carth : There 
hath been too little of your love & heart in heayen , & therefore 
the jealouſie of Chriſt hath donethis : It is a mercy that he con- ſe 
tendeth with you & all your loyers:I should defire no greater far«jje. 
our for my ſelf, then that Chriſt laid a neceſſity & took on ſuch gp 
bonds upon himſelf, Such an one I muſt have, & ſuch a foull line 
cannot livein heaven without, Fob. 10. 16. And bcleeve it, ft, « 
it is incomprehenſible love , that Chriſt ſaith , If 7 enjoy the glory of ſon 
my father ,. & the crown of heaven far above men &+ Angels , I muſ 
uſe all means , though never ſd violent , to have the company of ſuch 
an One, for ever & cver : If with the eyes of wiſdom , asa 
childe of wiſdom, ye juſtifie your mother The wiſdom of God 
[ whoſe childe ye are] ye shalt kiſe & embrace this loſs, & 
ſee much of Chriſt init: Beleeve & ſubmit, & referre thein- 
come of the conſolations of Jeſus, & the event of the trial to 
your heavenly father, who numbereth all your hairs: And put 
Chriſt in his own room in your Love: It may be he hath ether J7; 
been out of his owu place, or ina place of love inferjout to 


his worth ; Repair Chriſt in all his wrongs done to him , & OY wif 
| of | ry 
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kim for a husband,& he is a husband to the widdow Shall be that 
tyou , Which he bath taken from you. Grace bs with you.” 


London, O&ob. x 5. unr {ſmpathzing Brother. 
1645. | S. R. 


—cu 
-—_— 


To BARBARA HAMILTON. 


Loving Siſter, (44) 


Race, merey & peace be to you - I have heard with grief ; 

that Newcaſtle hath taken one more, in'a bloody account , 
then before ; eyen your Son in Law , & my friend. - But I hope ye 
have learned that much of Chriſt, as not to look to wheels rol- 
kd round about on earth : Earthen yeſlels are not to diſpute 
with their Former: peices of ſinning-clay may by reaſoning 
& contending with the Potter , mar the work ot him , who 
hath his fire in Zion and his furnace in Jeruſalem , as bullocks 


* ſweating & wrellling in the furrow make their yoke more heas 


re: In quietneſs & reſt ye shall be ſaved: If men doe any thing 
chtrary to our heart, we may ask both who did it? And what is 
ime? And why? When God hath done any ſuch thing weare 
to enquire who hath dene it? And to know that this comet 
from the Lord, who is wonderfull in counſel : but we are fiot 
to ask what ? of why? If it be from the Lord | as certain! 

their 15 noevil in the city without him Amos. 3. 6.7 it is enoug 

the faireſt face of his ſpotleſs way is but coming , & ye areto 
teleeye his works aſyvell as his word. Y iolent death is 2sharer 
with Chriſt in his death , which was vialent: -it maketh nat 
much what way we goeto heayen: the happic home is all, where 
tie roughneſs of the way shall be forgotten : He is gone home 
to a friend's houſe and made welcome , and the race is ended : 


Time is r2compenſed with eternity , and copper with golq + 


Gafl's order is in wiſdom , the husband goes home before the 
Wite, and the throng of the market hall be oyer ere it be 


J long 
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lorip ; and another generation where we now are , and 

length an emptic houſe , and not one of mankinde $hall he 
upon the earth within the fixth part of an honr after th 
earth and the works that are therein $shall be burnt up with 
fire : I feat more that Chriſt is :about to remove when he 
carrieth home {o much of his plenishing before hand : we can 
Not teach the Almighty knowledge 2 when he was direQing 
the bullet againſt his ſervant , to fetch out the ſoul, no wiſe 
man could cry to Gad, Wrong * wrong Lord, for he i thin 
own 3 There is. no miſt oyer his eyes who 1s wonderfull 
in counſel: If Zion be builded with your ſon in law”s blood 
the Lord [deep in counſel] can glew together the ſtones 0 
Zion with blood, and with that blood which is precious in 
his eyes ; Chriſt hath fewer labourers in his vineyard ther 
he had ; but ſome moc witneſſes for his cauſe and the Lord's 
Covenant with the jithree Nations. What is Chriſt's gain is 1 
not your loſs ; Let not that which is his _— and wiſe willYſpi 
be your unbeleeving ſorrow : Though I really judge I had | 
intereſt in his dead ſervant ; yet becauſe he now liveth toffxt! 
Chriſt , I quite the hopes I had of his ſuccesfull labouring inf, 
the miniſtery ; I know he now praiſeth the grace that he you 
was to preach: And if there were a better thing on his headfffro 
now in heayen then a crown , or any thing more excellentex 
then heaven, be would caſt it down before his feet , whoſſhus 
fitteth on the throne ; Give glory therefore to Chriſt as heſſ(th 
now doeth , and ſay, Thy w:ll be done. 'The grace and eonJmo 


ſolation of Chriſt be with you. . 'T 
= we 

| London. Noy. 15. Tours iu hu ſweet Lord F& 1 
=_ 7 Feſua, S.R. leng 
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To the wvicounteſſe of 
= = = MH U MM 


Race, mercy & peace be to your Ls - though Chriſt loſe 
no time ; yet when ſinfull men drive his chariot, the wheels 

o his chariot move ſlowly: The woman Zn as ſoon as she 
nvelled brought forth her children , yea Iſa. 66 : 7. before she 
rvelled she brought forth, before her paincame she was delivered 
faman-childe : Yet the deliverance of the people was with the 
us inflyoman's going with childe ſeventy years, that is more then 
then]zine meneths : There be many oppofitions in carrying on the 
ord'Fyork'; but I hope the Lord will build his own Zion , & evidence 
an isto us that it 15 done not by might nor by power , but by the 
 WilYpirit of the Lord. Madam, I have heard of your Infirmities 
 badJof body & ſickneſs: I know the iſſue shall be mercy to you , 
th to&that God's purpoſe, whichlieth hidden under ground to you , 
ig ins, to commend the ſweetneſs of his love , & care to you from 
at belyour youth : And if all the fad loſſes, trials , ficknefſes, in 
head frmities , griefs , heavine(s & inconſtancie of the creature , be 
llentexpounded [as ſureI am they are] the rods of the jealoufie of an 
whoſhusband in heaven , contending with all your loverson earth 
5 hefſ(though there were millions of them) for your love, to fetch 
eolmore of your love home to heaven; to make it ſingle , unmixt 
& chaſt to the faireſt in heaven & earth, to Jeſus the Prince of 

wes , ye will forgive [| to borrow that word] every rod of God , 

7d Ik not let the Sun goe down on your wrath againſt any meſ- 
knger of your affliting & corre&ting Father. Since your 

14: cannot but ſee , that the mark at which Chriſt hath 
aimed at, theſe twenty four years and aboye, is, to havethe 
ompany & fellowship of ſuch a ſinfull creature in heaven 
mth him for all eternity , and becauſe he will not (ſuch 

5s the power of his love) enjoy his father's glory and 
That crown due to him by eternall generation, withont you 
by name, Foh. 17 : 25. Fob. 1016. Fob. 14; 2, Therefore Madam 
Li» - beleeye 
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beleeve no evil of Chrift: Liften to no hard reports that hi 
rods made of him to you : He hath loued you & washed yoy 
from your ſinne, & what would ye have more? Is that tor 
lictle, except he adjourne all croſles till ye be where ye shallb4 

out of all capacity to ſigh or to be croſſed ? I hope ye can deſire " 
no more, nogreater, nor more excellent ſute, then Chriſt g , 
the fellowship of the Lamb for evermore : And if that delire bg; | 
aniwcered in heaven {(asI am fſureit is, & ye cannot denie butit 
15 made ſure to you) the want of theſe poor accidents of a living 
husband , of many children, of an healthfull body , ofa life hy 
eaſe in the world , without one knot in the rush , are nobly made w 
uP & may be comfortably born. Grace , grace be with your Li; 


London, October. 16. Tour La : at all obedience tin 
1645. in Chriſt, S.R. tha 

| &11 
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To a Chriſtian friend upon the ng 


ir 


- the 

death of his wife. pro 

| Ma 

Worthy friend, (46) tion 


] Defire to ſuffer with you in the loſs of a lov{ng & good wite - 
4 now gone before, | according te the method & order of him 

of whole underſtanding there is no ſearching out] whither yeareY;, 
to follow: He that made yeſterday to goe before this day , ki: 
the former generation , in birth & life , to have been beforethi 
preſent generation , & hath made ſame flowers to grow anddie}} , 
& wither in the moneth of May , & ether in Fc, cannot be his 
challenged in the order he harh made of things without ſouls: 
And ſome order he muſt keep allo here , that one might _ 
another : Therefore T hope ye shall be dumb & ſilent becaulc 

the Lord hath done it : what creatures or under-cauſes doe inting 
full miſtakes, arc'ordered in wiſdom by your Father, at whoſe 
feet your own ſoul & your heaven lieth , & ſo the dayes of your] — 


wife, Ifthe place $he hath left were any other they « priſon 
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Tis, & the home she is gone to, any other then where her head 
at liY; Sayiour is King of the land; your grief had been more ratis- 
d youfſial; But I truſt your faith of the reſurreftion of the deadin 
at tooFhriſt , to glory & inmortality , will lead you to ſuſpend your 
hall b bnging for her , till the morning & dawning of that day , when 
defi Fitz Archangel shall deſcend with a shout , to gather all his pri- 
iſt Ffners out of the grave up fo himſelf: To beleeve this 
lrebe; bet for you , & to be filent becauſe he hath done it , is your 
butiriſdoms It is much to come out ofthe Lord's School of :rml , 
UvingFriſer & more experienced in the wayesof God 2 Andiitis our 
lifeof happineſs , when Chriſt openeth a veine ,, he taketh nothing 
madeFiit 511 blood from his fick ones; Chriſt hath skill ro doe (and 
19 Yf cur corruption mar not) the art of mercy in correcting: we 
annot of our ſelves take away the tin , the lead & the ſcum 
that remaineth in us: And if Chriſt be not Maſter-of-work , 
{if the furnace goe it*s alone , he not ſtanding nigh the melting 
— if his own veſſel, the labour were loſt & the founder shuuld melt 
Jin vaine : God knoweth ſome of us have loſt much fire, ſweat- 
ng & pains to our Lord Jeſus, & the yefſelis almoſt marred , 
the furnace & rod of God ſpilt , & day-iight burnt , & the re- 
probat mettall not taken away , ſo as ſome areto anſwer to the 
Myeſty of God for the abuſe of many good croſſes & rich afflic- 
tons loſt without the quiet fruit of righteouſneſs : Andit is © 
adthing when the rod is curſed that never fruit shall grow on it» 
Lexcept Chriſt's dew fall down, & his fummer-ſun shine, & his 
race follow affliftions , to cauſe them bring forth fruit to God , 
they are ſo fruitleſs to us that our evil ground[ rank & fat enough 
for briers ] caſteth up a crope of noiſome weeds : The rod 
[as the prophet ſaith, Ezek. 7 : 10, 11. ] bloſſometh , pride 
buddeth forth , violence riſeth up into a rod of wickedneſs , & all 
this hath been my caſe under many rods ſince I ſaw you. Grace 
te with you. | 


Me 


wile 
him 
7eare 
/, & 
e this 
dd 
ot be 
Ouls : 
_ | 
_ \ London 1645, Yours iu his ſweet Lord Fe- 
1 fin- 

ſwa, S. Re 
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To a Chriſtian Brother 


Reverend &r beloved inthe Lord, (47) 


T T may be TI have been too long filent, but I hope ye will not 
1mpure1t to forgetfalneſs of you. As I have heard of the death 
of your daughter with heavineſs of minde on your behalf, & 
am[T much comforted,that she hath evidenced to your ſelf&other 
witneſles, the hope of the reſurre&tion of the dead : as ſown corn 
15 not loſt | for there is more hope of that which is ſown , then of 
that which is eaten. 1 Coy. 15. 42,] ſoalſois itin the reſurreQion 
of the dead ; the body is ſown in corruption , it is raiſed in incor- iſ; 
ruption ; it 15 fown in dishonour ; it is raiſed in glory. I hope ye 
wait for the crope & harveſt , 1 Theſs. 4. 14. For if we beleeve that 
TFeſus died &* roſe again , even ſo alſo them which/lzep in Feſus will 
God bring with him; then they are not loſt who are gathered into 
that Congregation of the firſt-born & the General Aſſembly of 
the Saints: though we cannot outrun nor overtake them that 
are gone before , yet weshall quickly follow them , & the differ- 
Ence is , that she hath the advant age of ſome moneths or years of 
the Crown, before you & her mother: & we doe not take itill, if 
our children outrun us in the life of grace, why then are we ſadif ( 
they outftrip us inthe attainment of the life of glory ? It would 
ſeem that there is more reaſon to grieve that childrs live behinde F fo 
ns, then that they are glorified & dte before us: all the differences | a 
in ſome poor hungry accidents of-time, leſs or more , ſooner or } 1) 
later: ſo the godly childe,though young,died of an hundred years F yt 
old! & ye could not now have beſtowed her better , though the | tl 
choiſe was Chriſt's , not yours: & I am ſure , Sir, ye cannot now | er 
ſay , she is married againſt the will of her parents ; she might Þ y 
more readily , if alive, fall in the hand of a worſe husband, Þf ir 
but can ye think that she could have fallen jn the hands 1: 
of one better ? and it Chriſt marry with your houſe, ff f: 
it is your honour not any cauſe of grief, that Jeſus should portion F y 
any of yours ere she enjoy your portion , is it not greatlove? the t] 


Patrimoney is more then any other could give:as good a husband 
| | . 
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unpoſſible; to ſay a better , is blasphemy, The King & Prince of 

es can keep them better then ye can doc : whiles she was alive, 
: could intruft her to Chriſt & r2commend herto his keeping , 
jow by an after-faith ye have reſigned her unto him , in whoſe 
ofom doe ſleep all that are deadin the Lord : ye would have lent 
ler toglorifie the Lord upon earth,& he hath borrowed herf with 
xomiſe to reſtore her again, 1 Cor, 15:53-1 Theſs. 4: 15.16: ] tobe 
1 organ of the immediate glorifying of himſelf in heaven : ſin- 
ef glorifying of God is better tien ſinfull glorifying of him. And 
fire your prayers concerning her are fulfilled: I shall defire:if the 
Lord shall be pleaſed the ſame way to diſpoſe of her mother, that 
je have the ſame minde : Chriſt cannot multiply injuries upon 
you , if the fountain be the love of God (as I hope it is) ye are 
ariched with loſſes. Ye know all 1 can fay , better , before 
Iwasin Chriſt , then I can expreſs it. Grace be with you, 


London, Jan. 6. 1646. Tours in Chriſt Feſus , S.ÞR. 


ToaC hriſtian Gentlewoman. 


MISTRESS. (43) 


(GRace , mercy & peace be to you : If Death, which is be= 
fore you & us all, were any orker thing but a friendly dif- 
ſolution , & a change , not a deſtruftion of Life , it would ſeem 
a hard voyage to goe through ſuch a ſad & dark trance , je there 
1) a valley , as js the wages of ſin: but I am confident, the way 
je know, though your foot never trode in that black shadow : 
the loſs of life is gain to you - if ChriſtJeſus be the period, the 
end & lodging-home at the end of your journey , there is no fear 
yegoe toa friend: & fince ye have had a communion with him 
In this life, & he hath a pawne & pledge of yours, even the 
largeſt share of your love & heart, ye may look Death in the 
face with joy ; If the heart be in Logrem » the remnant of 
you cannot be kept the priſoner of the ſecond Death. But 
though he be the ſame Chriſt in the other life, ye found him to be 

kl, ome 
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here; yet heis © far in his excellency , beauty , ſweetneſs, ir-i 
radiations & beams of Majeſty , above what he appeared here, 
when he is ſeen as heis, that ye shall misken him , & he $hallhat 
appear a new Chriſt , & his kiſſes, breathings , embracements, ſure 
the perfume; the oyntment of his name poured out on you, fſ{eut 
Shall appear to have more of God , & a ſtronger ſmell of heaven, pai 
of cternity , of a God head , of Majeſty & glory there, then 
here : As water at the fountain, apples in the orchard & be- 
fide the tree, have more of their native ſweetneſs , taſte & qua 
beauty , then when tranſported to us ſome hnndred miles, for 
T mean not that Chriſt can loſe any of his ſweetneſs in there 
Carrying , or that he in his Godhead and lovelineſs of preſence, ſm 
can be changed to the worſe , betwixt the little ſpot of the Ch! 
earth ye are in, and the right hand of the father far above all Yu t 
Heavens; but the change will be in you , when ye hall have new YTir 
ſenſes, and the ſoul shall be a more deep & more capacious I De 
veſlel to take in more of Chriſt ! and when means , the chariot, 1 
the Goſpel that he is now carried in , and ordinances that con- Yſor 
veigh him, shall bc removed: ſure ye cannot now be ſaid to Fthe 
ſee him face to face, or to drink of the wine of the higheſt Ibex 
' fountain , or to take in ſeas and tides of fresh love , immedi I je 
ately, without veſſels, mids's or meſſengers, at the fountainit Yin 
ſelf, as ye shall doe a few dayes hence; when ye shall beſo yr 
near as to be with Chriſt: Luk. 23:43 , Fob, 17: 24. Phil. 1:23; th 
'2 Theſs. 4 : 17. ye would no doubt beſtow a dayes journey , yea, {| n 
many dayes journey on earth, to goe up to heaven and fetch JF re 
down any thing of Chriſt, how much more may ye be willing I 
to make a journey , to goe in perſon. to heaven [it is notloſt J St 
time, but gained eternity] to enjoy the full Godhead , & then | p: 
in ſuch a manner as he is not there in his week-dayes apparel , as Þ ie 
He is here with us, in a drop or the tenth part of a night's IT 
dewing of grace & ſweetneſs , but he is there in his Marriage- I j 
robe of glory, richer, more coftly , more precious , in one Ft 
hem or button of that garment of fountain-majeſty , then J 1 
a million of worlds. O the well is deep ! ye shal: then think I t 
thatPreachers & ſinfullAmbaſſadors en carth,did but ſpill & mar Þ £ 
his ' praiſes, when they ſpoke of him and preached his _— c 
| as! 
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5, ir-Milzs! we but make Chriſt black & leſs lovely , in making ſuck 


here, a6gnificant & dry & cold & low expreſſions of his higheſt and 
 Shallhanſcendent ſuper-excellency , to the daughters ef Feruſalem. 


fre, E have often for my own part ſinned in this thing : No 
you, ubt > Angels doe not fulfill their task according to their obli- 
ven, ſcion , in that Chriſt kept their feet from falling with the loft 
then evils > though I know they are not behinde in going to the ut- 
X be-Ynoſt of created power: but there is fin in our aibug® fin jathe 
te & Ywantity , beſides other ſins : but I muſt leave this, it is too deep 
les, br me + Goe & ſee & we deſire to goe with you : But we 
| the re not maſters of our own diet. If in that laſt Journey ye tread 
nce, ſm a ſerpent in the way , & thereby wound your heel , as Jeſns 
F the YChriſt d1d before you, the print of the wound shall not be known 
re all Yu the reſurredion of the juſt. Death is but an awſom Rep over 
new JTime & Sin to ſweer Jeſus Chriſt, who knew & telt the worſt of 
ious Y Death , for Death's reeth hurt him : We know Death hath 
riot, Yto teeth now, no jaws, for they are broken: it isa free pri- 
con- ſon , Citizens pay nothing for the Grave , the jaylor who had ' 
id to the power of Death is deſtroyed , praiſe & glory beta ths farft 
helt Fbegotten of the dead. The worſt poſlibly that may be , is , that 
edi»  jeleave behinde yon, children , husband , & the Church of God 
init Fig miſeries ; but ye cannot get them to heaven with you tor the 
eſo F preſent, ye shall not miſs them, & Chriſt cannot miſcount one of 
'23: Y the pooreſt of his lambs : no lad , no girle , no poor one $hall be a 
yea, Enifling , ere ye ſee them again, in the day that the Son shall 
fch F render up the Kingdom to his Father. The evening & the 
ling F chadovy of every poor hireling is coming , the Church of Chriſt's 
loſt Þ Sun in this life 1s declining Low, not a foul of the Militant com- 
hen Þ pany will be here within few Generations , our Husband will 
» as f ſend for them all. It is a rich mercy , we arenot married to 
hts F Time longer then the courſe be finiched, Ye may rejoyce that 
ge- | je poe not to heaven till ye know that Jeſus is there before you , 
one } that when ye come thither, at your firſt entry ye may findethe 
hen F ſmell of his oyntments , his Myrrhe , Aloes & Caſſia : and 
nk F this firſt falutation of his will make you finde , it is no un- 
nar | comfortable thing to die, Goe and enjoy your gain , live 
ty. | on Chrift's fore while ye are here, and all the way, as for 
(as! Ll 5 | the 


1ents, 


(538) 


the Church ye leave behinde you. the Government is upon 
Chriſt's shoulders , and he will plead for the blood of his 
Saints: The bush hath been burning above five thuuſand years 


& we never yet ſaw the ashes of this fire: yet alittle while & the 
viſion shall not tarry , it sball ſpeak & not lye. Iam more afraid 
of my duty , then of the Head , Chrift's government , he cannot} 


fail to bring judgement to victory. O that we could wait for our 


hidden lif2! O that Chriſt would remove the covering, draw 


aſide the curtain of time, and rent the heavens & come down! 
O that shadows & night were gone , that the day woula break, 
& he that feedeth among the lilies would cry to his heayenly 
trumpetters , make ready , lit 144 goe down && fold together the four 
corners of the world & marry the Bride, His grace be witi you, 
Now if I have found fayour with you & if ye judge me faithfull, 


my laſt ſute to you's, that ye would leave me a legacy , & that 


is, that my name be at the yery laſt in your prayers , 2s 1 deſire 
alſo it may bein the prayers of theſe of your Chriſtian Acquain« 
rance with whom ye have been intimate. 


London. Jan. 9, Tour Brother in his own 
1646. | Lord Feſus . S.R. 


_—_ CCEE—_ ——<I———— —— ——— A" DC'S 


To my Lady 
K EE N MW RE. 


M 4D A M, (37) 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: It is theleaſt of the prin- | 
JT cely & roya! bounty of Jeſus Chriſt, to pay a King's debts 


& notto have his ſervants ata loſs: his gold is better then yours , | 
& his hundred fold 1s the in-come & rent of heaven & far above | 
your revenucs: ye are not the firſt who have caſten up your ac- | 


counts that way: berter have Chriſt your factor then any other, 
for hetradeth to the advantage of his poor ſervants, But if this 
hundred fold in this life be ſo welltoald, as Chriſt cannot pay you 
with miſcounting or deferred hope, O what muſt the m_— 
that 
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ut Land be , which rendereth every day , & every hour of the 

ars of long Eternity, the whole rent of a year, yea,of more then 

jouſand thouſands of ages , even the weighty in-come ofa rich 
ingdom , not every ſummer onee, burtevery moment! That 

kmme of glory will take you & all the Angels telling, To be a 
enanant to ſuch a Land-lord', where every berry & grape of the 
we field -beareth no worſe fruit then glory , fulneſs of joy & 
exfures that endure for eyermore, I leave it to your ſelfto 
ink what a ſummer, what a ſoil , what agarden , mult be 
here , and what muſt be the commodities of that higheſt Land , 
here Sui & Moon are under the feet of the inhabitants : Surely 
the' Land cannot be bought with gold , blood , banishment , 
bs of father & mother, husband, wife, children: We but 
lwell here becauſe we can doe no better; it is need , not 
jertue | to be ſojourners in a priſon ; to weep & ſigh , & Alas! 
b fin 60 or 70 years in a land of tears: the fruits that grow here 
xeall ſeaſoned & ſalted with ſin, O how ſweet is't that the com« 


Jjany of the firſt born should be divided in two great bodies of an 
Jirmy , & ſome in their countrey , & ſome in the way to their 
Jcountrey ! If it were no more but to ſee once the face of the 
J ſrince of this gaod land, to be feaſted for eternity with the fat- 
J nfs , ſweetneſs, dainties of the rayes & beams of matchleſs glory 


J% incomparable fountain-love, it were a well ſpent journey to 
J creep, hand's & feet, through ſeven deaths & ſeven hells , to 
J enjoy him up at the well-head. Onely let us not weary, the 
J niles to thatLand are fewer & shorter then when we firſt beleev- 
J <d: ſtrangers are not wiſe to quarrel with their Hoſt & complain 


{ of their lodging ; it's a foul way , but a fair home. O that I had 


but ſuch gripes & cluſters out of the Land , as I have ſomerime 


ſeen & taſted in the place where of your Ls : maketh mention ! 
{ but the hope of itin the end is a heartſom convoy in the way : if 
J Ice little more of the gold till the race be ended, I dare not quar- 


re]: it is the Lord: I hope his chariot shall goe through theſethree 

Kingdoms , after our ſuffering shall be accomplished. Grace be 

with you. | 
London, Jan, 26, Tour La : in Feſu Chriſt , 


1646. S. -R. 


(540) 
T7 Ak LI 6. 


Reverend & dear Brother. ( 50) 


Shall with my ſoul defire the peace of theſe Kingdoms, &F... 
| row beleeve , it shall at laſt come as a river & as the might bh 
waves of the ſea; but O that we were ripe & in readineſs tc 
receive it ! The preſerving of two or three or four fire 
berries in the outmoſt boughs of the Olive-tree after the vin 
tage, is like to-be a great matter ere all be done: yet I know, 
Cluſter in both Kingdoms hall be ſaved,for a bleſſing is in it : but 
itts not{ I fear]ſo near to the dawning of the day of Salvation, but 
that the clouds muſt ſend down moe showers of blood , to wate 
the vineyard of the Lord, & to cauſe it to bloſſom, Scotland y 
ſcum is not yet removed, nor is England”s droſs & tin taken 8 
away , nor the filth of our blood purged by the ſpirit of judge- 
ment & the ſpirit of Burning. But Iam too much on this {ad ſub- 
ject. As for my ſelf, I doe eſteem nothing out of heaven and 
next to a communion with Jeſus Chriſt, more, then to bein @ 
the hearts '& prayers of the ſaints: I know, he feedeth there, 
amongſt the lilies till the day break : but I am at alow ebbe, as 
to any ſenſible communion with Chriſt, yea, as low as any 
ſoul can be, & doe ſcarce know where I am , & doe now make it}. 
a Queſtion , If any can goe to him who dwelleth in light 
inacceſſible through nothing but darkneſs ? Sure , all that 
come to heaven have a ſtock in Chriſt , but I know not where 
mine 15: It cannot be enough for me to beleeve the Salyation 
of others, & to know Chrilt to be the honey comb , the Role 
of Sharon, the Paradiſe & Eden of the Saints & firſt-born writ- 
ten in heaven, & notto ſte afar the borders of that good land ; 
But what 5hall I ſay? Either this 1s the Lord making grace a 
- new creation , Where there 1s pure nothing & ſinfull nothing to 
work upon , or I am gone, I should count my foul ingaged 
to your ſelf & others there with you, if ye would but carry to 
Chrift for me a letter of ciphers & non-ſanſe | for I knqw not | 
how to make language of my condition] onely showing that 
have necd of hisloye; forTI know , many fair & washen = th 
ang | -< 


oe! 


mil. 
ning 


ut 


* (541) 


nd now in white before the throne, who were once as black 

I am. If Chritt paſs his word to wash a inner, 1tisleſs to 
im then a word to make fair Angels. of black Devils: Onely 
kt the art of free Grace be ingaged. I have not a Cautioner to 
ire Surety , nor doeth a Mediator , ſuch as he is in all per- 
Fftion , need a Mediator: But what I need, he knoweth : 
meds tf iely , it is his depth of wiſdom to let ſome paſs millions of 
Yniles over ſcore in debt, that they may ſtand between the win- 
ing & the loſing , in need of more then ordinary free grace , 
"> AChriſt hath been multiplying Grace & Mercy above theſe five 
UE ouſand years, & the latter born heirs have {o much greater 
n-but ruiltineſs, that Chriſt hath paſled moe experiments & multi- 
She glied eſſays of heart-love on others, by misbelceving , after it is 
= pat all queſtion many hundreds of ages , that Chrift is the un- 
aken lkniable & now uncontroverted Treaſurer of multiplied re- 
des &mptions; ſo now he is ſaying , The more of the diſcaſe. there 
oy; is, the more of the Phy ſician's art of Grace & tenderneſs, there 
)« ;- {ouſt be : Onely I know , no ſinner can put infitite Grace to it , 
% "3 as the Mediator sball have difficultie or much, adoe to ſaye 

TY this or that man ; Millions of hells of ſinners cannot come 
> SYiear to exhauſt infinite Grace. I pray you [remembring my 
"2 ove to your wife & friends there] let me finde that I haye Sol- 
© licitors there amongſt your acquaintance , and forges not 


ght 

Scotland. 
that : : 
ere London. Jan, 30. Tour Brother in Fcſua Chriſt, 
oie —— , 


bf To my Lady 
0 TEL NNMUKE 


wo] MAD 4X (51) | 
x ]T is too like , the Lords. controverſie with theſe two Nae 
tions is but yet beginning , & that we are ripened & whitefor 


y x bhe part! it) 4a: isin 
t fickle, Fox the particular condition your Ls : 5 
it the Lord's fickle, Fox tae particular Congit anothe 
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another might ſpeak , (if __ would fay all) of more ſad thing: 
if there were not a fountain of free Grace to water the dry ground 
& an uncreated wind to breath on withered & dry bones, we 
were gone. The wheels of Chriſt's Chariot to pluck us out of 
the womb of many deaths , are winged flike Eagles. All I haye 
is, to delire to beleeve that Chriſt will show all good-willt 
ſave, & as for your L#: I know that the Lord Jeſus carrieth oy 
no deſign againſt you, but ſeeketh you to fave & redeem you, 
Helieth not in wait for your fall*s, except it be to take you up; 
His way of redeeming 1s ravishing & taking: There are moe 
miracles of glorified ſinners in heaven , then can be on the earth, 
Nothing of you , Madam, nay not your leaf can wither : Verily 
itisa King's life to follow the Lamb : But when ye ſee himin{ſ#9 
his own countrey at home, ye will think ye never ſaw him be. {© 
fore: He shall be a#mired of all them tha! beleeve, 2 Theſe, 1. 10, 
Ye may jndge how far all your now ſad dayes & toſſings , chan. Ii 
ges , loſſes, wants conflits, hall then be below you. Yelook £4 
to the Croſs, now it's above your head & ſeems to threaten Y*1 
Death as having a Dominion ; but is shall then be fo far below [# 
your thoughts, or your thoughts ſo far above it, that ye hall Mu 
have no leiſure to lend one thought to old-dated croſſes , in $** 
youth, inage, in this countrey or in that, from this inſtry- It 
ment or from another , except it be to the heightning of your [* 
conſolation; being now got above & beyond all theſe. O1d age Y* 
& waxing old asa garment is written on the faireſt face of the Þ V2 
Creation , Pſal, 102. 26 27. Death trom 4dam to the ſecond | 
Adau?s appearance playeth the King & reigneth over all, the des 
prime heir died, his children which the Lord hath given follow | 
him; & we may ſpeak freely of the life which is here , were it I! 
heaven, there were .not mnch gain in godlineſs , but there | *Y 
isareſt for the people of God, Chriſt-man poſleſſeth it now of 
1600. years before many of his members, but it weareth no thi 


out, Grace be with you. : - 
London. Febr. 16. | Your La: in his ſweet Ne 
1646. Lord, S.R. - 
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Th 


(543) 
To my Lady 
ARDROSS. 


M A D A M. (52) 


G Race, mercy & peace be to you: It hath ſeemed good [as 
I hear] to him who hath appointed abounds for the num= 


ſr of our moneths. to gather-in a sheaf of ripe-corn [in the 


keath of your Chriſtian Mother] into his garner: Ir's the more 


Trident that winter is near, when apples without violence of 


find, doe of their own accord fall off the tree. She is now 
bove the winter, with alittle change of place, not of a Saviour, 
mely she enjoyeth him now without meſſages & in his own 1m- 
nedtat preſence , from whom she heard by lerters & meſſengers 


fore. Igrant, Death is to her a very new thing, but Heaven 


mas prepared of old : & Chriſt, as enjoyed in his hrgheſt throne 
as loade with glory & incomparably exalted above men & An- 
gels, having ſuch a heavenly Circle of glorified harpers & 
Muſicians above , compaſling the throne with a ſong , is to her 
anew thing,but ſo new,as the firſt ſummer-roſe or the firſt fruits 
«that heavenly field ; or as a new Paradiſe to a traveller broken 
& worn out of breath with the {ad occurrences of a long & dirty 
Way. Ye may eafily judge, Madam, what a large recompence is 
nade toall her ſervice , her walking with God , & her ſorrows , 
with the firſt caſt of the ſouls eye upon theshining & admirably 
beautifull face of theLamb that is in the midſt of that fair &white 
Army that is there, & with the firſt draught & taſte ef the foun- 
tain of life fresh & new at the well-head : To ſay nothing of the 
egjoying of that face without a date, for more then this terme 
of life which we now enjoy. And it coſt her no more to goc 
thither , but ta ſuffer Death to doe her this piece of ſervice : 
For by him who was dead & isalive, she was delivered from. 
the ſecond death : What then is the firſt death to the ſecond? 
Not a ſcrath of the hide of a finger , to the endleſs ſecond death: 
And now he ſitteth for eternity meal-free , in a very con- 
hderable Land , which hath more then four ſummers 
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in the year: O what Spring-time 1s there! Eyen the ſmelling 
of the odours of that great & eternally blooming Roſe of Shar 
for ever &ever? What a ſinging life 1s there? There is nota 
dumb bird in all thatilarge field, but all ſing & breath out heaven, 
Joy , glory, dominions to the high Prince of that new found 
Land, And verily the Land is the ſweeter , that Jeſus Chriſt 
payed fo deara rent for it, & he is the glory of the Land, All 
which, I hope, doeth not ſo much mitigate & alley your grief 
for her part [& trudly this should ſeem ſufficient] as the unerring 
expectation of the dawning of that day upon your {elf , and the 
hope ye have of the fruition: of that ſame King and Kingdom to 
your own ſoul - Certainly , the hope of it when things look fo 
dark-like on both Kingdoms, __ be oe. exceeding great 

uickning to languighing ſpirits., who are far from home while 
= are _—_ What miſery ro have bor a bad way all the day, 
no hope of lodging at might? BU ath takeri upFour lodging 


We 


for you. Tcaniay no more now but I pray that the yery Godof 


peace may eſtablish your heart to the end, I reſt. 
M A D 4A M. 


London Febr, 24. Your La : azall refpeFive as | 
1646. | aience tn the Lord, S. R. 


—_ 
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Sir. (53) 


== write nothing for the preſent concerning theſe times what 
eyer others may think] but that which ſpeaketh wrath & jud- 
gement to theſe Kingdoms, Ifeverye, or any of that Land 


received the Goſpel in truth ſas I am confident, ye and they did] | 
there is here a great departure from that faith , and our ſut- 


feringsare not yetat anend. However, Idareteſtifie and die | 
forit, that once Chriſt was revealed inthe power of his excel- 
ency and glory to the ſaints there, and in Scotland, of which 
I was a witneſs, I pray God, none deceive you or take the 
cTOwn 


I have: I think not much of a croſs when all the children of the 
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gown from you: Hell or the gates of Hell cannot ravel , mar , or 
indoe what Chriſt hath once done amongſt you. It may be that 
[am uncapable of new light,&cannot receive thatSpirit| whereof 
ome vainly boaſt)but that which was from the beginning which 
we haye heard, which we have ſeen with our eyes,which we have 
boked upon , & our hands have handled, even 7heword of life, r 
Job. 132, 3- bath been declared to you : Thouſands of thouſands 
walking in that light & that good old way , hayegone to heaven 
k are now before the throne ; Truth is but one, & hath no num=- 
ber , Chriſt & Antichriſt are both now in the carop, & are come 
to open blowes: Chriſt's poor ship ſaileth in aſea of blood , the 
paſſengers are ſo ſea-ſick of a high fever , that they miſcall one 
another , Chriſt [I hope] shall bring the broken bark to land : L 
had rather ſwim tor life&death on an old plank,or a broke board, 
toland with Chrift,then enjoy the rotten peace we have hitherto 
had. Tt is like, the Lord will take a ſevere courſe with us, to cauſe 
the children of the family agree together. 1 conceive that Chriſt 


J hath a great deſigne of free grace to theſe Lands; but his wheels 
J muſt move over mountains & rocks: He never yet wooed a Bride 


on earth , but in blood, in fire, & in the wilderneſs. A croſs of our 
own chuſing , honeyed & ſugared with conſolations , we cannot 


houſe weep with me & for me, & to ſuffer when we enjoy the 


I communion of Saints, is not much, butit 1s hard when Saints 


J rejoyce in the ſuffering of Saints & redeemed ones hurt, yea even 


ove nigh to hate redeemed ones, I confeſs, I imagined there had 
no more been fuch an affliction on earth , or in the world , then 


J that one cle&t Angel should fight againſt another : but for con= 


tempt of the communion of Saints, we have need of new-born 


I croſſes, ſcarce ever heard of before; the ſaints are not Chriſt,there 


Isno misJudging in him, there is much in us, & a doubt it is, if 
weshall have fully one heart till we enjoy one heaven : our ſtar= 


J light hideth us from our ſelves, & hideth us one from another , & 
J Chriſt from us all; but he will nor be hidden from us. I shall 


wish that all the ſons of our father in that Land beof one minde ,» 
& that they be not shaken nor moved from the Truth once receive 
ed ; Chriſt was in that Goſpel, & Chriſt is the ſame now that he 
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was in the Prelates time : T hat Goſpel cannot fink, it will make 
you free & bear you out. Chriſt , the ſubject of it, is the choſen 
of God, & cometh from Bozrah , with garments dyed in blood, 
Treland & Scotland both mult be his field in which he shall feed & 
g2ther lilies: ſuppoſe [which yet is impoſſible] that ſome had 
an eternity of Cirilt in /reland, & a ſweet ſummer of the Goſ 
pel, & a feaſt of fat things for evermore in 1reland , & one should 
never come to heaven, it should be a deſirable life; the King 
ſpikenard , Chriſt's perfume , his apples of loye , his oyntments, 
even down in this lower houſe of clay , are a choice heaven: 0 
what then is the King in his own land! where there is ſucha 
throne ; ſo many Kings palaces, ten thouſand thouſands of 
crowns of glory that want heads yet to fill them : O ſo muchlei- 
ſure as $hall be there to fing ! O ſuch a tree as groweth therein 
the midit of that paradiſe , where the inhabitants ſing eternally 
under it's branches! To look in at a window & lee the branch- 
es burdened with the apples of life , to be the laſt man that $hall 
come 1n thither, were too much for me. I pray you remem« 


ber me ro the Chriſtians there & remember our private Coye- 
nant. Grace be with you. 


London April 17. Your friend in the Lord 
1646. Feſws! S. Re 


____mn_mwawv 


To EARLESTOWN Elder. 


Sir, (54) 


Know ye have learned long agoe , ere I knew any thing of 
[1 Ckriſt,thatif we had the Croſs at our own election, we would 


either have law-ſurety for freedom from it,or then we wouldf; 
have it honeyed & ſugared with comforts, ſo,as the ſweet should 
Over. maſter the gall & wormwood. Chriſt knoweth how to 
breed the ſons of his houſe, & ye will give him leave to take hi: 
own way of diſpenſation with you , & though it be rough , for- 
give him, he defieth you to have as much patience to him, 
ke hath born to you, 1 am ſure, there cannot a dram-weight 
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foall be les in your cup, & ye would not deſire , heshould 
oth afflict you & hurt your ſoul. When his people cannot 
ye a Providence of {ilk & roſes,they muſt be content with ſuch 
n one as he caryeth out for them : ye would not goe to heaven 
ht with company,& ye may perceive that the way of theſe who 
nent before you , was through blood , ſufferings, & many 
fictions : Nay , Chriſt, the Captain , went in over the door- 
tireshold of Paradiſe , bleeding to death. I doe not think but 
je have learned to ſtoop , though ye (as others) be naturally 
iff, & that ye have found that the apples & ſweet fruits which 
row on that crabbed tree of the Croſs are as ſweet as it is ſowre 
þ bear it ; eſpecially conſidering that Chriſt hath born the whole 
ompleat Croſs, & his Saints bear but bits & chipes, as the 
\poſtle faith The remnants or leavings of the Croſs. I Judge 
jou ten thonſand*s times happy that ever ye was Grace*s debter , 
br certainly Chriſt hath ingaged you over head & ears to free 
brace » & take the debt with you to Eternity , ImmannePs, 
ligheſt land , where ye finde before you a houſe-full of Chriſt's 
rerlaſting debters; the leſs shame to you. Yea, & this Jowe 
= Kingdom of Grace is but Chriſt's Hoſpital & Gueſt houſe of 
ick folks , whom the brave & noble Phyſician Chriſt hath cur- 
d upon a venture of life & death, And if ye be near the waters 
ide [as I know ye are] all that I can ſay is this, Sr , that I feel 
y the ſmell of that land which is before you , that it's a goodly 
Countrey , & it is well payed-for to your hand , & he 1s before 
jou who will heartily welcome you. O to ſuck theſe breaſts of 
fall conſolations above , & to drink Chriſt's new wine up in his 
ather's houſa, is ſome greater matter then is beleeved ! ſince it 


was brewed from eternity for the head of the houſe , & ſo many 
dthouſand crowned Kings : Rubs in the way where the lodging 


s ſo good are not much He that brought again from the dead 


1d Yike great Shepheard of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal 


Covenant, eſtablish you to the end. 


London May 15. Tour friend and ſervant in 
1646, Chriſt Feſms, S, R, 


M m 2 


(548) 
To his reverend & worthy Brother 
Mr G. GILLESPTIE. 


Reverend &r dear Brother. (55) 


Cannot {ſpeak to you : the way ye know the paſſage is free & 
[| not ſtopped, the print of the footſteps of the fore-runner is 


ſleep long in the duſt before the day break : it isa far shorter 
Plece of the hinder-end of the night to you , then to 4braham& 
Myſes, beſide all the time of their bodies reſting under corruption, 
it is as long yet to their day asto your morning light of awak- 
Ing toglory ; though their ſpirits having the advantage of yours, 
have had now the fore-ſtart of the shore before you, I dare 
fay nothing againſt his diſpenſation : I hope to follow quickly: 
The heirs that are not there before you, are poſting with haſte 
after you ,- & none $hall take your lodging over your head, Be 
not heavy, the life of faith is now called for:doing was never rec- 
kaned in your accounts, (though Chriſt in & by you hath done 
more , then by twenty, yea an hundred gray-haired & godly Pal- 
tors) beleeving now is your laſt: Look to that word ; Gal. 2: 
V. 20, Nevertheleſs T live , yet not T, but Chriſt liveth in me: 
Ye know the I that liveth , & the I thar liveth not : It is 
not ſingle Ye that liveth , Chriſt by law liveth in the. brok- 
en debter + It is not a life by doing or holy walking, 
but the living of Chriſt in you : If ye look to your felt 


your wants { dear Brother] be upon him, ye are his debter, 
Grace mult ſumme & ſub{cribe your accounts as paid : ſtand nd 
upon Items , & ſmall or little Sanification $ ye know , 1#- 
herent Holineſs muſt ſtand by , when imputed is all. I fear the 
clay-houſe is a-taking down & undermining ; but it is nigh 
the dawning , look to the Eaſt, the dawning of glory 1s near: 
your Guide is good company & knoweth all the miles & the 
up's & down's1n the way ; the nearer the morning, the darker, 
Some trayeller ſeth the city 20 miles off & ata diſtance; & 


eabroaclh. L-yroy Jy 


clear & manifeſt, many have gone before you ; Ye will not 


as divided from Chriſt, ye muſt be more then heavy : All} 
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yet within the eight part of a mile , he cannot ſee it, Tt 1s all 

ecping , that ye would now have, till yenced it: & if ſenſe & 
fruition come both at once , it is not your loſs : let Chriſt 
tutour you as he thinks good ;- ye cannot be marred nor miſcar-= 
ry in his hand. Fant is an excellent qualification, & nv money , 
x0 price, to you [who , I know , dare not glory in your own 
ee & {| righteouſneſs] is fitneſs warrantable enough to caſt your ſelf 
upon him who juſtifieth the ungodly: Some ſee the gold once, | 
& never again till the race's end it is coming all in a{ſumme to- | 
gether, when ye are in.a more gracious capacity to tell it then 
m8; 0 00w. Te are not come to the mount that burneth with fire , nor 
unto blackneſs, darkneſs & tempeſt; but ye are come to mount 
Zin , unto the city of the Irving God, the heavenly Feruſalem, & to an 
innumerable company of Angels , to the general Aſſembly &+ Church 
of the firſt-born , which ave written in heaven , C to God the Fudge 
kly: if all, . & the Spirits of juſt men made perfeft, & to Feſw rhe 
—a. Mediator of the new Covenant , Q& to the blood of ſprinklmg , exc. 
" Beff Te mult leave the wife to a more choice husband, & the child- 
ren to a. better father. If ye leave any teſtimony to the Lord's 
© work & Covenant , againſt both Malignants & Sectarics | which 
I ſuppoſe may be needfull} let it be under your hand & ſublcrib= 
ed before faithfull witneſles 


It . St Andrews, Sept. 27. Your loving & aff: ed 
11648, Brother, S.R- 


rr. To Miſtreſs 
= GILLESPIE 


car: Dear Siſter. (55) 


have heard how the Lord hath viſited you, in removing the 
oy” childe Archibald, 1 hope ye ſee the ſetting down of the weight 
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of your confidence & affeftion upon any created thing , wheth. 
er husband or childe, is a deceiving thing , & that the Crea- 
ture is not able to bear your weight , but linketh down to very 
nothing under your confidence; and therefore ye are Chriſta 
debter tor all providences of this kinde, even in that he buildethF' 
an hedge of thorns in your way, for ſo ye ſee , his, gracious; 
intention is to ſave you [ If I may ſay ſo] whether ye will or 
not, It isarich mercy that the Lord Chriſt will be Maſter of 
your will and of all your delights, and that his way is fo fair 
for the landing of husband & children before-hand in the coun. 
trey wherherto ye are journeying, No matter , how little yebe 
ingaged to the world, ſince ye have ſuch. experience of croſs. 
dealing in it; had ye been a childe ofthe houſe, the world 
would haye dealt more warmly with it's own: there is leſof 
You out of heaven that the childe 15 there and the husband iy 
there, but much more that your Head and Kinſman & Redeem. 
er doeth fetch home ſuch as are in danger to be loſt : & from this 
time forward , fetch not your comforts from ſuch brokencif- 
terns & dry wells: if the Lord pull at the reſt , ye muſt notbe 
the creature that shall hold when he draweth, Truly to me 
your caſe is more comfortable , then if the fire-ſide were well 
plenished with ten children; the Lord ſaw ye was able by his 
graceto bear the loſs of husband and chiide, & that yeare that 
weak and tender as not to be able to ſtand under the mercy ofa J 
gracious husband living,& flourishing in eſteem with Authority, 
and in reputation for Godlineſs and Learning : for he know- 
eth the weight of theſe mercies would crash you and break 
you 2 and as there is no ſearching out of. his underſtanding , þ 
ſo he hath kill to know what providence will make Chriſt | *! 
deareſt to you 23 and let not your heart ſay, #t © an il 
wailed diſpenſation ; ſure Chriſt who hath ſeyen eyes, had be- | © 
fore him, the good of a livmg hubanid and children tor Mare 
garet Murray, & the good of a removed hu band and children F 
tranſlated to glory : now he hath opened his decree to you: ay , | 
Chriſt hath made for me a <viſe and gracious choice, and I have . 
mot one word to ſay on the contrary. Let not your heart charge | : 
any thing , or Unbeleef libell injuries upon Chriſt; bene 4 


(> 


ſolid glory [far above the air & breathings of mouths, & the 


(551) 


he will not let you alone , nor give you leave to play the 


"Fidolatreſs with ſuch as have not that right to your love that 
"EChriſt hath. I should wish , at the reading of this that ye may 


fall down and make a ſurrender of theſe that are gone and 
theſe that are yet alive, to him: and for you, let him have 
il, and wait tor himſelf, tor he will come & will not tarry : 
ive by faith , and the peace of God gaurd your heart : he 
annot die whoſe ye are. My wife ſufters with you & remem= 
breth her love to you. 


St Andrews. Avgult. 14, Tonr brother in 
1649. Chriſt, S.R. 


affe 
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To the worthy e# much honoured Collonel 
G. KEE MK 


Much honoured & truely worthy Sir, (57) 


Hope I $hall not need to shew you that ye are in greater 
T hanard from your ſelfand your own ſpirit , which would be 

watched over [that your actings for God may be clean, ſpi- 
rituall , purely for God, for the Prince of the Kings of the 
earth] then ye can be in danger from your enemies. O how 
hard 1s it to get the intentions ſo cut off from' , and raiſed 
aboye the creature, as to be without mixture of creature and | 
carnall-intereſts, & to have the ſoul in heavenly aCtings onely , | 
onely eyeing himſelf and ating from love to God rc7ealed to 
usin Jelus Chriſt ! Ye will finde your {elf , your delights , your 


thin , short , poor applauſes of men] before you in God. 
All the creatures, all the ſwords, all the hoſts in Britain and 
in this poor glob of the habitable world , are but under 
| | M m 4 hin 
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him ſingle ciphers making no number,the product being nothing | 


& but painted men&painted fwords in a board, without influence 
from him;And O what of Gad is inGideon*s ſword when it is the 
fword of the Lord! I wish a ſword from heayen to you, & 
orders from heaven to you to goe out, & as much peremptori. 
Deſle of a neayenly will, as to ſay &abideby it, I wilt, | 
5hall not goeout , except thougoewith me. I deſire not to be rash in 
Judging,but I am a {tranger tothe minde of Chritt,If our Adver. 
faries who have unjuſtly invaded us be not now in the campof 
theſe that make war with the Lamb; bur the lamb $hall oyer- 


come them at length, for heis the Lord of Lords and King of | 
Kings, & they who are with him are called & choſen & faithfull; | 


& though ye & I ſee but the dark fide of God?s diſpenſations this 
day to wards Britain,yet the fair beautifull & defireable cloſe of it 
mult be the confederacie of the nations of the world withBritair”s 
Lord of Armies : &let me die in the comforts of the faith of this, 
that a throne sball be ſet up ſor Chriſt in thisIfland of great Br:tain 
[ which is & shall be a garden more fruitfull of trees of righteous 
neſs, payeth & shall pay moe thouſands to theLord of the vine 
yard then is paid in thrice the bounds of great Britain upon the 
earth] And then there can be neither Papiſt, Prelate, Cavalier, 
Malignant , nor SeFarie who dare draw a {word againſt him, that 
fitteth upon the throne. Sir , I $hall wish a clean Army fo far 
as may be, thatthe shout of a King , who hath many crowns, 
may be among ;you , & that ye may fight in faith and prevail 
with God firit. Think it your glory to havea ſword to at, & 
ſuffer, and die (ifit pleaſe him) ſo being ye may adde any thing 
to the declarative glory of Chriſt, the planr of renown, Im-+ 
m7anue! God with us : Happy & thrice bleſſed are they by 
whoſe actings , or blood, or pain, or loſs; the diadems & rubies of 
his higheſt & glorious crown (whoſe ye are) shall gliſter and 
Shine in this quarter of the habitable world : Though he need 
not Gilvere Ker nor his {word ; yet this honour have ye with his 
redeemed fouldiers, to call Chriit High Lord General! , of whom 
ye hope for pay , and all arcers well told : Goe on worthy 
Sir, 1a the courage of faith , following the Lamb , make not 
haſte ynbeleevingly * but in hope & ſilence keep the watch _ 


} 

-/ (583) 
& look out ; he will come in his own time , his ſalvation 
hall not tarry , he shall place falvatiun in Britair*s Zn ,. for 
I{7ael his glory. His good will who dwelt in the bush & it 
jurnt not , be yours, & with you , Iam. 


St Andrews. Auguft, 10. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
1650. Feſw, S,R. 


< 
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To the worthy & much honoured , Collonel 
| © KK E K 


Much honeured & worthy Sir. (58) 


Hat I wrote to you before I fpake not upon any private 

warrant : I am where I was , Cromwell and his [ I shall 
not ſay but there may be, & are, ſeverall ſober & godly amongſt 
them , who have either joyned through miſinformation , or 
have gone alongſt with the reſt in the ſimplicity of their hearts, 
not knowing any thing] fight in an unjuſt cauſe, againſt the 
Lord's ſecret ones : & now to the trampling of the worship of 
God & perſecuting the people of God in England & Ireland , he 
bath brought upon his {core , the blood of the people of God in 
ſcotland . I intreat you , Dear Sir. as ye defire to be ſervice» 
able to Jeſus Chriſt , whoſe free grace prevented you , when ye 
were his enemy , goe on without fainting, equally eſchewing all 
mixture with SeFaries & Malignants,neither of the twoshall ever 
be inftrumentall to ſave the Lords people,or build his houſe: And 
without propheſyiug or ſpeaking further then he whoſe I am , & 
whom I delire to ſerve in the Goſpel of his ſon , shall warrant ; 
Idefire to hope, & doe beleeve there is a glory,& a majeſty of the 
Irince of the Kings of the earth , that shall shine & appear in 
waa Britain, Which $hall Darken all the glory of men , con- 
ound SeFaries & Malignants, & rejoyce the {pirits of the fol= 
lowers of the Lamb, & dazle the eyes of beholders. Sir, IL 
ſuppoſe that God is to gather Malignants & Seftaries ere all be 
done, as sheaves in a barn floor; & to bid the Daughter of 
” Rc WW © Zion 
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Zion ariſe & thresh: T hope ye will mix with none of them 
I am aboundantly ſatisfied that our Armie through the ſinful 
miſcarriage of men hath fallen , & dare ſay, it isa better of 
2 more comfortable diſpenſation , then if the Lord had given 
us the victory and the necks of the reproachers ot the way of 
God, becaule he hath done it - For. 1. More blood, bl; 
ſphemies: cruelty, treachery , muſt be upon the accounts offfſ; 
the men, whoſe land the Lord for bade us to invade. 2. Vick 
tory is ſuch a burdening & weighty mercy , that we have noff 
ſtrength to bear it as yet. 3. That was not the Army nor, 
Gideon's three hundred , by whom he is to ſave us. We muft 
have one of the Lord's carving.. 4. Our enimies on koth fides, iff 
are not enough hardned nor we enough mortifted to multitude 
valour, & Creatures. Grace grace be with you. 


St Andrews, Sept. 5, Your friend & ſervant in his 
1650. ſweet Lord Feſuw, S. R, 


— 
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Totheworthy & much honoured Collonel 
& KEnr 


Much honoured & worthy Sir. (59) 


T 1s conſiderable; that the Lord may, & often doeth call 
1 to a-work , & yet hide himſelf , & try the faith of his own; 

If I conceiye aright,theLord hath called you to act againſt that 
enemy,& the withdrawers of their ſword,in my weak apprehen- 
fion, adde their ſeale unto, & take upon them the guilt of that 
unjuſt invaſion of this Land , made by Cromwel's Army, & of the 
blood of the Lord's people in this Kingdom ; ſince the ſword 
put into the hand of his Children is to execute wrath & venge- 
ance upon evil doers: The Lord's time of appearing for his brok+ 
en Land, isreſeryed to the breathings of the Spirit of the Lord, 
ſuch as came upon Gideon & Sampſon , & that is an Act of prince- 
ly & royal foveraignity in God : Ye are, Sir, to lay hold on F} 
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yortunities of proyidence & to wait for him, As for your par- 
lar treating by your ſelves with the invaders of our Jand , I 
Arc no minde to it ,& doe look upon their way as a carriyng on 
© the myſtery of iniquity [ for Babylon is a ſeat of many 
mes ] Sir, let his controverſie ſtand undecided till the ſecond 
Wypcarance of Jeſus Chriſt, & our Appeal lye before the throne 
Kidiſcuſſed till that day : I hope tolie down in the grave, in 
te faith of the juſtneſle of our cauſe ; I ſpeak nothing of the 
Ve nolBzntaining the greatneſſe of men , nut ſubordinate to the 


Y NorWace of the Kings of the earth : I Judge that the blood of 
Fog Mic witneſſes of Jeſus is found upon the skirts of this ſociety , afo 
__ ell as in Babylons skirts: I beleeve the way of the Lord is 


js G:lbert Ker*s ſtrength , & glory , & should be content to 
rant my part of him (which is, I confeſſe, precious & dear in 
hy WChrift) fo, he be ſpent in the ſervice of him, who will anone 
make inquiſition for the blood of the truely godly, which theſe 

nen have shed after fair warning that they were the godly -of 

— Wutlazd Worthy Sir , beleeye , faint not {et your shoulder under 
the glory of Jeſus , that is miſpriſed in Scorland , & give a teſtt- 

/ mony for him , he hath many names in Scorland who shall walk 
with him in white : This deſpiſed Covenant shall ruine Malig- 
unts, Sectaries & Atheiſts; Yet a little while & behold he com= 

eh , & walketh in the greatneſle of his ſtrength, & his garments 

tyed with blood, Oh for the ſad & terrible day of the Lord 

won England , their ships of Tarshish , their fenced Cities , &c. 

call Y\ecauſe of a broken Covenant ! A conference with the enemy & 
ch not to hinder Acting ['O that tne Lord would there by or ſome 
as: dtherway remove the cloud that is over you] it authority would 
'©1-$concurre it were to be deſired, but it can hardly be ex{pected , 
02 Ftowever in the way of duty & in the ſilence of faith goe on, if ye 
Kh perish , ye are the firſt of the creation with whom the Lord hath 
OI2 taken that diſpenſation. I should humbly adviſe you Sir, to 
5" Flook to that , Dying &* behold we live , killed all the day long, & 
" Bye more then conquerours. There shall be the heat & warmee 
tefſe of life in your graves, & buried bones : But look not for 
the Lord's coming the higher way onely , ſor he may come the 
bwer way : © how little of God doe we ſee, & how myſte. 
| rious 
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TiouSis he ! Chriſt known is amongſt the greateſt ſecrets of Golhit t 
Keep your ſelf in the loveof God, Ein order to that , asFfarihord 
obedience & ſubjeion to the King (whole ſalvation & try hous 
happineſle my ſoul defireth) & to every ordinznce of man forth( ye 
Lord's fake', & to the foundamentall lavzes of this Kingdom , aHour 
your Lord requireth, Sr, ye are in the hearts & prayers of th&hou 
Lord*s people in this kingdom , & inthe other two : the Lorfgor! 
-hath {aid , There z5 a bleſſing in the cluſter of graps , deſtroy it noe x 
Grace , grace be upon the head of him that is ſeparated from hiflChr 
brethren, & the good will of him: that dwelt inthe bushb& fr 
with you, 


vel 

Perth 2 3. Noy, 1650. | Tour ſervant in his ſweet YE! 
Lord Jeſus, S.R, I": 

5 En: (rec 
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Tothe worthy & much honoured , Collonel Vi; 
G KEE KR - 

: | for 

Much honoured & worthy Sir. (60) na 


know not why the people of God should not take notice off )9 
the bonds ofany, who have blood in readineſle to be let out 
for his cauſe: AndI judge it was not of you , that ye died 
not in the undecided controverſie, which the Lord of the 
whole earth hath with themen , whom he hath ſent againſt us, 
Dear & much honoured in the Lord , Let meintreat you tobe 
far from the thoughts of leaving this Land - I ſecit, & finde 
It, that the Lord hath covered the whole land with a cloud in 
his anger; but though I have been tempted to the like, Thad 
rather be in Scotland, beſide angry Jeſus Chriſt, knowing he 
mindeth no evil tous; then in any Exexor garden in the earth: 
If we can remain united with the Lord's remant in the land, he 
layeth up wrath for all ſort of Adverſaries in Britain: Though 
I never ſee the glory of his gliſtering ſword shining in Britain, 
I would be ſolaccd in the innocent thoughts {far from revenge] 

| Bo | | tnat 
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of Godt the faints Shall dip their feet in the blood of the lain of the 
as fariford, & truely Sir, I ſuppoſe, ye cannot but come to theſe 
& truftioughts & weak deſires, before the hearer of prayers, for as little 
forthſſ yethink of, & yalue your ſelf: for me, if I could minde you in 
Mm , hour bonds, I purpoſe not to ſtand tothe account ye give, or 
S of thoughts ye have,of your ſelf; though I know ye are not in a whit 
© Lorlnore or leſle before him [who weigheth his own according to 
/ 7t nifſthe weight of imputed righteouſneſſe, ] for my apprehenſtons. 
on higChriſt cannot miſtake you men may,& the calculation & eſteem 
ush bY free grace maketh you to be what ye are. I hope to ſee you an 
werlaſtingly obliged debter to him,whom ye hall praiſe, but ne. 
vet frer pay: And truely, ye have no riches but that debt, and I know 
\, Tr: Love to be ingaged to Jeſus Chriſt, the moſt excellent of 
creditors : much joy & ſweetneſſe may ye have in ſtanding 
—ſyritten in his book : I defireto doe it my ſelf , & I would have 
2] 10 alſo , highly to eſteem the defigne of Chriſt, whohath 
*t Friſed the riches of the glory of fo much grace , aboye the Circle 
ofthe heaven of heavens out of very nothings, & contrived his 
thoughts of love, ſo, that lumps of glorified clay, should ſtand be- 
fore him for al ages , the burdenes & loaden debters of free , eter- 
nally free grace. Sr, ye cannot caſt the count of the rents of 
ceoff your ſo great inheritance of glory, Grace be with you, 


Out Edinb. May. 18. Tour ſervant in his own Lord 
died IG6F1. Feſia z S.R. 
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bl Tothemuch honoured & truely worthy , 
Lin Colonel G. K E RK. 
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gh Much honourcd & worthy Sir. (61) 
5 Our chains nowshine as much for Chrift, the cauſe being 


«| > his, as your ſword was made famous in ating for _ 
: | | cauſe; 
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cauſe :: And bleſſed are ſuch as can willingly tender to Chriſt 
both ation & blood , doing & ſuffering: Refifting unto blood Þ 
is little for that precious & never-enough exalted Redeemer, 
who when ye were a buying , gave blood ſome what deater then 
ye gave forhim, cventhe blood of God, AF. 20. 28, I know 
2 man who upon the receit of aletter that ye were killed , & the | 
people of God deſtroyed , wished that he might be quickly under 
the wall of the higher palace , from under the dint of the ſtorm, 
& who longed to have the weather-beaten 8 crazie bark ſafely 
landed in that harbour of eternall quietneſſe., What further { 
ſervice Chriſt hath for you I know not, it is enough , in that 
your captivity ye offer your ſervice to Chriſt; butif I ſee any 
thing it looks like a mercifull defeat. I ſee the Nobles & the State || 
falling off from Chriſt , & the night coming upon the Prophets, Þ 
which we would pray to prevent, becauſe it is a rare thing to ſee 

a fallen ſtar win eyer up again to the firmament to shine : And 
what if this be the thick darkneſs going before the break of day, 
Sure, Sir , the Sun shall riſe upon Scot/and ; but if I shallſeeit, 
or how nearit is today , Ileave that to him , even unto Fehovah, I: 
who creats upon every dwelling in mount Sion , &- upon her aſſemblies ["* 
8 cloud, & a ſmoke by day . &r the shining of a flaming fire by night. ale 
But , Sir , #he wilderneſſe shall rejoyce & bloſſom as a roſe, & I 
happy he, who hath a bone or an arm, to put the Crown [8 
upon the head of our higheſt King , whoſe chariot is paved Ja 
with loye: werethere ten thouſand millions of heavens created [9 
above theſc higheſt heavens , & again as many above them, & J)* 
as many aboye them, till Angels were wearied with counting , [9 
were but too low a ſeat to fix the princely throne of that Lord tha 
Jeſus [whoſe ye are] above them all : Created heavens | 
are too low aſeat of majeſty for him, Since then there 1s none is | 
equalto your maſter & Prince, who hath choſen out for you Þ® 
amongſt many ſufferings for fin, that onely croſſe, which ”* 
cometh neareſt in likneſfle to his own croſſe , watered with con- the 
| folation, take courage, & comfort your ſelf in him who hath J* 
choſen you to glory hercafter & to a conformity with him here : |®! 
we fools would have a croſle of our own chuſing , & would |” 
haye our gall & wormwood ſugared , our fire cold , pa He 
| En | cat 
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Beth &grave warmed with heat of life;but he who hath brought 
Suny children to glory & loſt uone, is our beſt Tutour. I 


ih when I am fick that he may be keeper & comforter, - I 
dge it a bleeſſed fall, that we are forfaited Heirs, broken & 
ut of credit, & that Chriſt is become a Tutour in the place of 
Freewil/; & that we are no more our own. I am broken & 
ated with the wrath that is on the land , & have been much 
tmpted with a deligne to have a Paſſe from Chriſt , which if 
[had , I would not ſtay to be a witneſle of our defection for - 
$0 mans intreatie; but I know it is my ſoftneſle & weakneſs who 
mould eyer be ashore when a fit of ſea-- ſickneſs cometh on ; 
hough I know I shall come ſoon-enough to that dfireable 
wuntrey , & $hall not be diſplaced , none $hall take my lodg- 
eg, Sir, many eyes are upon you, & the Godly are exceed- 
ply refreshed that ye liſten not to the wayes of many about 
you , Who with fair words make marchandiſe of ſouls. Sir, if the 
way you are in be not the way of Chriſt, then woe to me, for 
I am eternally loſt; but truly, the Lord ChriſPs dealing with 
(1: Gilbert Ker hath proven to me that the new teſtament & 
the coyenant of grace is ofa piece: that a ſolemne meeting and 
alembly of all created Angels, joyne all their wits together , 
could not have deviſed: fince Sr , ye payed nothing forthe 
change that Chriſt made, & ye will take that debt of free grace to 
heaven with you , | for what was Chriſt Jeſus indebted to you 
more then to all your kindred & name? ] Theretore fince 
ye are made his own, follow no other way, What is my fſalya- 
tion though I should lay it in pawne, | [tis but a poor pledge] 
that, this, this onely is the way ; but Chritt is ſurety himſelf 
that it is the way , the fore-runner went before you , and he 
is fafely landed , & there is a fair company before you of ſuch 
% have come out of great :ribu/ation , and have washed their gar- 
ments, and made them white m the blaodof the Lams ; to whom 
theſe promiſes are now performed he that overcomes sh1ll eat of the 
tree of | ſe-, that is in the midſt of the Paradiſe of God , and God shall 
wie away all tears from their eyes, and there shall be no more death , 
nether ſorrow , nar crying , neither shall there be any more pam : 
He that fitteth on the throne hall dwell among them? they shall hun= 
ger 


| bill of divorce, which was written to Judah, Mic, 4. 10Þy. 
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Ser no move neither thirſt any more , neither shall the ſun light oiwit! 
Them , nor any heat ; for the lamb that w in the midſt of the thronſthe 
shall feed them and shall take them unto the living fount ains of waſthe 
ters. I may, Sir, poſſibly keep you from better work : Thy. 
God of peace. that brought again from the dead the preafffr 
Shepherd of the sheep , through the blood of the eternall coye{Nob 
nant , make you pertect, | f a 
St. Andrews, Tan. 7, Tours in Feſus Chriſt ter 
I65I. S.R. thee 


—_—_—_— 


Tothe much honoured and truely worthy , 
Collonet G, K E R. 


Much honoured and worthy Siv. (62) 
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have heard of your continned captivity in Engeland as wel as iqhe 

this afflicted land; but goe where ye will , ye cannot goe fron " 
under your shadow, which is broader then many KingÞ,.. 
doms: Ye change lodgings and countreys, but the famg,, 
Lord is before you : If ye were carried away captive to the, 
other ſide ofthe ſun, or as far as the riſing of the morningf,,, 
ſtar; It is ſpoken to your Mother who hath yet received nd bh 
Be in pain and labour to bring forth, © daughter of Zion , liked .. 
woman in travell: for now shall thou goe forth out of the city , anq;, 
thou shalt dwell in thefield , and thou shalt goe cven to Babylou , therdy, 
shalt thou be detrvered, there the Lord hall redeem thee from the of 
hand of thine enemies. England $hall be countable for you, t14 
render you back , Iſai, 44. 6. Twill ſay to the North give up{1, 
and to the South, keep not back. It's a ſermon that flesh and,o, 
blood laugheth at, Ezek. 37.4. Propbeſie upon theſe dry binerh1,. 
and ſayunte them, O ye ary bones , hear the word of the Lord! I, x 
1s a preaching to the cold grave, Thwus ſaith the Lord unto the bonts,p, 
behold I will cauſe breath enter into you, and ye Shall live , at, . 
Twill lay finews upon you , and bring flech upcn jou, and cover). 

With - 
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obt ofwith skin &* put breath in you &ye shall live, Rev, 20.: 13, Ana 
throndthe ſea gave up the dead that were init. Berwick muſt render back 
rf waſthe Scottish captives, & Col; Gilbert Ker with them. 112.43 :- 
Ther. 14. For thus ſaith the Lord your Redcemer the holy one of Iſrael, 


greafffer your ſake I have ſent to Babylon , & have brought down all thein . 


coyeWobles , and the Caldeans whoſe cry is inthe ships. Deut. 303 4. 
f axy of thent be driven out to the utmoſt parts of heaven , from 
viſt Pence will the Lord thy God gather thee , & from thence will be fetch 


thee Zech. 8: 7. Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts , behold I wil ſave my 
ple from the eaſt countrey , ann from the weſt countrey, and I'wilt 
ing them and they shall awell in the midft of Feruſalem , &r they 
thallbe my People , & I will be their God in truth & in righteouſneſs. 
fir, ye are both booked by the Lord , who writteth up the People 
87: 5: 6. And counted to the Lord,as one of the houſe & ſtock 
[. 22:30. Fear not, faint not, all your hairs are numbered. It 
ithe deſire of the People of God , that as your bonds hitherto 
, ſave been exemplary , to the ſtrengthning of the feeble, & to 
Lasit he ſtopping of the Mouth of the adyerſary , without any declin= 
fron rg to the right or left hand , ſo your ſufferings in the place ye 
"OERow goe to , may be [as we are confident in the Lord of 
a0Jwu , and in humility boaſt of his grace in you} ſayoury , 
© thi oavincing , and like unto this honourable cauſe , that will 
mn noFeevail in Britain , contrary to all the Machinations and 
<d 1unſels of Devils & men , & though - there were: no other 
"ao tk in the pen I gow write with , but ſome dewing of my 
'*Þ{ cooling blood , this I purpoſe [his grace, whoſe Iam, ena= 
Go ling me] to Stand too. Sr, we defire to adore no inſtruments , 
& t we conceive the shining & rayes of grace from the fountain 
" fu Chriſt , the fulneſs of the Godhead, beſtowed on finfulmen , 
1 [Qoldforth the good thoughts of Chriſt to this poorland , whoſe 
© *Iultipied graves, and whoſe ſouls under the Alter, lain by 
i: tfaries & Malignants , cry aloud to heaven : I ſee nothing Sir , 
mY the Lord be not near [though I dare not ſay how ſoon ] to awak 
nel the year of Zion's controyerlie, Ifai. 34: 5, for my (word sball be 
p thed in heaven. behold it shall come down upon England and 
b- p te reſidue of his enemies in Scotland Woe is mefor England , 
vi land shall be ſoaked with blood , and their duſt made fat 
>” Nan — —m_ 


b, 
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with fatneſs : That pleaſant land shall be a wilderneſſe, & the $ 
duſt of their land pitch ; A judgement upon their walled towns, ye 
their pleaſant feilds, their ſtrong ships &c, it they doe nor repent, fl 0 
Ye have not I conceive, ſeen ſuch fearching & trying times as th 
now theſe are , & yet the queſtion will be drawn to a more nar.l /; 
row ſtate,& multitudes will yet leave the cauſe;for we took all inf} 7 
to the Covenant that offered to build with us, but Chriſt muſtf þ; 
have but a ſmall remnant: few Nobles if any few Miniſters , fewl þ; 
Profefſrs; though our way ſtandeth unchanged , 2 Cor, 6: 8, 6 pr 
hononr &- dishoncur,, by good report & evilreport, as deceivers & yl a 

rue , #5 unknown and yet well known , as dying and behold we live, aff ;, 
chaſtned and jet not killed. Neither is this your condition alone,fſ] ,j, 
bar the experienced lot of all the ſaints that have gone beforef [ 
you. It is one & the ſame croſs of Chriſt, but there be ſund{J7 

ry faces & diyerſe circumſtances in the ſame remnant, the ſuty jy, 
ferings of Chriſt, & yours. Sir , to bedelivered to Souldiers'Y f, 
& in captivity , Jooketh like his ſufſerings, of whom 1taiah ſaithÞ'yn 
Chap. 53: 8. he was taken from priſon, & from judgement, yeaſ of 
& taken bound, Foh. 18: 12. when the cauſe is the truth of God, ſp, 
the luſtre and face cf ſuffering is ſomuch the more lovely , thatſ th; 
it hath the hew & colour of Chriſt's ſufferings ! whoenduredſ xj 
contradiction of ſinners , and deſpiſed the shame ; O it is a great ſo 
word , Chriſt shamed and Chriſt abaſed ! but thus was the Headſ (ji 
& ſo are the members dealt with in the world : and truely any & | 
thing of Chriſt even the worlt of him (to ſpeake ſo) his reproacty try 
andshamearelovely. Though fuperſtitious love to the material me 
croſſe he ſuffered upon, be foolery, & doting upon the holy gran naj 
be curſed idolatry ; yet is there a communion with him 1n hi leg 
ſufferings moſt deſirable, 1 Per. 43 15, but rejoyce in as much al fin, 
ye are Partakers of Chriſ”s ſufferings; in which ſenſe , the cup firs 
that his lip touched , hath the ſweeter taſte , even though deatlſ tg j 
were, in it: Thegrave, becauſe Hedid lie in it, is fo much tif} & x 
ſofter, & the more refreshfull a bed of reſt : And that part dl of | 
the sky & clouds that the Beloved hall break through & comet} tey 
judgement , it is as loyeiy a piece of the created heaven as any 5] red; 
if we may love the ground he goeth on the better ; But all thi wh 


is to be uuderſtood in a fpirituall manner. The Lord calleth rl erat 
| Es. on. ir .. 
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Siy, [upon whom the Spirit of God & his glory —_—_— to put 
your ſoul's 4men to this diſpenſation, & requireth of us that 
our deſires follow the now-declared decree of God concerning 
the deſolation of our ſinfull land, ſo many wayes guilty of a 
deſpiſed Goſpel and a broken Covenant, and that with all ſub= 
miſſion : Certainly no man hath failed morein thisthing then. 
he who writteth to you; for I have brought my health in great 
hazard, and tormented my ſpirit with exceſſive grief for our 
preſent provocations & the rentings of our Kirk ; and I ſee it 1s 
a challenging of, & a bold i 277 4s againſt him , apon whoſe 


Af boulder the government is , Iſa. 22: 22, The Father hath put 8 


glorious truſt upon Chriſt, v.23. & I will faflen him as a nail in a 
ſure place , and he «hall be for a glorious throne to his Father” s houſe » 
v. 24, eAnd they shall hang upon him al the glory of his Father's 
houſe , the off ſpring and the iſſue, all veſſels of ſmail quantity » 
from the weſſels of cups even to all the weſſels of flagons, Our 
unbeleeving apprehenſions doe ſo quarrel at the proſperity 
of enemies in an evil cauſe , that we wreſtle with defeats, 
ſpoiling , captivity of the Godly , killing of his people » 
the waſting of our land , ſtarving and tamishing of the 
Kingdom , which is worſe then the ſword ; but this 1s a 
ſinfull contraditing of the Lord's revealed decree: His wiſdom 
faith Spoiling & deſolation is beſt for Scotland , & weſay , Not, 
& ſo accuſe Chriſt of miſgoyernment , & of not being true tothe 
truſt put upon him : But fince he doeth not drag the governs 
ment at his heels , but hath it upon his shoulder, & fince the 
nail faſtned in a ſureplace cannot be broken, nor can the ſmal- 
leſt veſſei fail to finde ſweet ſecurity in dependence upon him 
fince all the weight of heaven & earth, of redeemed ſaints & con- 
firmed Angels, is upon his shoulder ; I am a fool, & brutish 
to imagine, that I can adde any thing to Chriſt's ſpeciall care of 
& tenderneſs to his people: He who keepeth the baſons & knives 
of his houſe, & bringeth the veſſels back again to the ſecond 
temple Ezra. 1: 8,9, 10. muſt have a more tender care of his 
redeemed ones , then of a ſpoon , or of Peter's old shoes » 


| which yet muſt not be loſt in his captivity 4#, 12: 8. O for 


grace to ſuffer Chriſt to tutour his own Minors & young Heirs! 
; Nao 2 But 
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Buf we cannot endure to be ye the aCtings of his Bovern- 
ment 2 We loye too much to Be our owns O how tweet to 
be wholly Chriſt's, & wholly in Chriſt ! To be out ofthe crea. 
tures owning, & made compleat in Chriſt, to live by faith 
in Chriſt, & to be once for all clothed with the created Ma. 
jeſty & glory of the Son of God , wherein he makes all his 
friends and followers sharers! To dwell in Immanuel; 
high and blefled land , and live in that ſweeteſt air, where 
no wind bloweth , but the breathings of the Holy Ghoſt! 
No ſeas or floods flow ; but the pure water of lire , that 
proceedeth from under the throne and from the Lamb: No 
Planting but the tree of life, that yeeldeth twelve manner df 
fruits every moneth : What doe we here but fin aud ſuffer; 
O when $shail the night be gone the shadows flee away and 
the morning of that long, long day , without cloud or night, 
dawn ! The Spirit & the Bride ſay Come , O when $hall the 
Lamb's wife be ready, and the Bridegroom ſay Come! Worthy 
Sir, I minde you to the hearer of prayer, O' help me intht 
Kind! The Spirit of Jeſus be with your Spirit. 


S. Andrews, May, 14. Yours in his onely, onely. 
I651, Lord Feſus , S. R. 


——— 
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To my Lady 
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& Chriſt is ſtill Chrift. Madam , ftronger then Tam, had, al. 
moſt ſtumbled me & caſt me down ; But O what mercy is it , to 
diſcern betwixt what is Chriſt's & what is man's, & what way 
the hew , colour & luſtre of gifts & grace , dazle & deceive our - 
weak eyes! Oh to be dead to all things that are below Chriſt , 
were it evena created heayen & created grace ! Holineſs isnot 
Chrit, not are the bloſſoms & fAlorvyers of the tree of life , the 
tree it ſelf; Men & creatures may yvinde themſclves in between 
us & Chriit; & therefore the Lord hath doae much to take out. 
of the way all berwixt him and us: There are not in our way 
now , Kings, or Armies, or Nobles , or Judicatories , or ſtrong 
holds, or watchmen , or godly profeflours : The faireſt things 
& moit eminent in Britain are ſtained and have loſt their luſtre < 
Onely , onely Chrift keeps his greenneſs & beauty , & remaineth 
what he was: Oh! If he were more & more excellent to our 
apprehenſions then ever he was | whoſe excellency is aboye 
all 2pprehenſions] & {til} more & more ſweet to our taſte, 
] care for notaing if iv ve I were nearer to him , & yet he lyeth 
not from me, I flee from him , but he purſueth, I hear yout La, 
hath the ſame eſteem of the deſpiſed cauſe & Covenant of our 
Lord,ye had before: Mad37:,hold you there:I dare & would glad- 
ly breath out my ſpirit in that way , with a nearer communion 
& fellowship with the Father & the Son, & would ſeek no more, 

but, that TI might die, beleeving : And alſoI would hope that 
the earth shall not cover the blood of the Godly flain in Scotland « 
but that the Lord will make inquiſition for their blood , when / 
the ſufferings of the ſaints in theſe lands shall be fulfilled, The 

goodwill of him that dwelt in the bush be with you. | 


Tour La : at all obſervance in the 


G1aſgow. Sept. 29. 
: Lord Feſw, S.R 


IG5I. 
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To my Lady 
RA E NM UYUREE. 
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(7 aces mercy & peace be to you : I know , ye think of 

an out-going & that your quartering in Time, and your 
abode in this life is short ; for we flee away as a shadow , the de- 
clining of the Sun & the lengthning of the shadow faith , our 
Journey 15 short & near the end: I ſpeak it becauſe I have war- 
nings of my remoyal. Madam , I know not any , againſt 
whom the Lord is not : for he is againſt the proud and lofty , 
#he day of the Lord is upon all the Cedars , ujon all the high 
Mountains , upon every high tower and upon every fenced wall , 
pon all the ships of Tarshigh & , upon all pleaſant pictures, I know 
. Not any thing comparable to a nearneſs & ſpirituall commu- 
mon with the Father & the Son Chriſt: there is much deadneſs & 
witheredneſs upon many ſpirits, ſometimes near to God : and1 
wish the Lord have not more to ſay & to doe againſt the Land. 
Ye have, Madam, in your accounts, mercies, deliverances, 
rods, warnings, plenty of means, conſolations , when refuge 
failed you, when ye looked on the right hand, & behold no 
man would know you nor care for your ſoul z when young & 
weak, manifeſtations of God, the out-goings of the Lord for 
you , experiences , anſwers from the Lord ; by all which ye 
may be comforted now & confirmed in the certain hope that 
Grace, free Grace in a fixed & eſtablished Surety , shall perfect 
that good workin you : happy they who ſee net & yet beleeve! 
Grace, grace eternally in our Lord Jeſus be with you. 


Edinburgh. May. 27. Yours inthe Lord 
I653- Feſm , S. R. 


To 


To 
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M 4 D A M. (65) 


| have been ſo long filent that I am almoſt aschamed now to 
ſpeak. I hear of your weakly condition of body which ſpeak- 

eth ſome warning to you , to look for a longer life , where ye 
hall have more leiſure to praiſe then Time can give you here; 
it shall be a loſs to many , bur ſure, yourſelf, Madam, shall 
be onely free of any loſs, And truly conſidering what dayes we 
re now fallen into, if failing were not ſerving of the Lord 
[which I can hardly attain] a calm harbour were very good , 
when ſtorms are ſo high: The fore-runner who hath landed 
firſt, mult help to bring the ſea-beaten veſſel ſafe to the port , 
& the ſick paſſengers who are following the fore-runner , ſafe 
+-5hore, Much deadneſs prevaileth over ſome ; but there 
is much life in him who 1s zhe reſurreition and the hfe , to 
quicken, O what of our hid life is without us, & how little & 
poor a ftock is in the hand of fome! The onely wiſe God ſupply 
what is wanting: the more ye want, & the more your joy hath 
run on , the more is owing to you by the promile of Grace : 
by gons of waterings from heaven, which your La: wanted 
in Kenmure , Ruſco, the Weſt, Glaſgow, Edinburgh, England, 
etc. Shall all come in a great ſumme together: the marriage- 
ſupper of the Lamb mult not be marred with too large a four- 
hours-refreschment. Know, Madam, he who hath tutoured 
you from the breaſts, knoweth how to time his own day-$shin= 
ings & love-viſits, Grace that runs on, be with you , 

, * 
St. Andrews, Yours in the Lord at all 
obſervance; S. R. 


Nun 4 
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> To my Lady 
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Confeſs I have cauſe to be gricved at my long ſilence or La- 
"*Zineſs in writing - Iam alſo afflicted to hear , that ſuch who 
were debters to your La: for better dealing , have ſerved you 
with ſuch prevarication: Ye know crookedneſs is neither ſtrong 
nor long-enduring ,, & ye know likewiſe that theſe things 
ſpring not our of the duſt; It's ſweet to look upon the lawleſs 
& l1intull ſtirrings of the creatures, as ordered by a moſt holy 
hand in heaven, O it ſome could make peace with God ? It 
Would be our wiſdom , & afford us much ſweet peace, if oppreſ- 
fours were looked upon as paſſive inſtruments, like the ſaw or 
ax 1n the Carpenters hand ? they are bidden [if ſuch a diſtin&ion 
amay be admitted] but not commanded of God (as Shimei was. 
2. $471. 16; 10.) to doe what they doe. Madam , theſe ma- 
ay years the Lord hath been teaching you, to read & ſtudy well 
the book of holy, holy & ſpotleſs ſoveraignity : in ſuffering 
from ſome nigh hand & ſome faroff : Whoever be the inſtru- 
ments , the replying of clay to the Potter , the Former of all , 
1s unbeſceming the nothing- creature 2 I hope he shall clear you, 
but when Zion's publick evils lie not nigh ſome of us , & leave 
no impreſſion upon our hearts, it is no wonder that we be exer- 
ciſed with domeſtick troubles; but I know ye are taught of 
God to prefer Jeruſalem to your chiefeſt joy. Madam, 
there 1s no cauſe of fainting : Wait upon the not-tarrying vi- 
ſion, for it will ſpeak. The onely wile God be with you, & 
God eyen your own God bleſs you, : 


« 
St Aridrews June, V ours at alov[ervance in 
1657. God, P R. 


—— 
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To my Lady. 
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ho [Should not forget you; but my deadneſs under a threat- 
'ou F ning-ſtroke, both ofa falling Church, a broken Covenant , 
ng ſh deipiſed remnant, & crazineſs of body [ that I cannot get a piece 
gs Ffckly clay carryed about from one houſe or town to another ] 
els fills moſt heavy on me: The Lord hath removed Scotland*s 
ly frown, for we owned not his crown; we fretted at his Catho- 
It Flick Government of the world , & fretted that he would not be 
&f= Fruled & led by us, in breaking our adverſaries; & he makes us 
'or Fſuffer & pineaway in our iniquities under the broken Goyern- 
on Fment of his houſe. It's like , it would be our ſnareto be tryed 
45. Jyith the honour of a peaceable Reformation , we might mar the 
\4- fearved work of his houſe worſe then theſe againſt whom we 
ell Jy out. It's like he hath bidden us lie on our left ſide three 
Ng Jhundred & ninetie dayes, & yet ſo aſtonishing is our ſtupiditie , 
'U* fthat we moan not our ſore fide: Our gold 1s become dim the 
ll, viſageot our Nazarites is become black , the Sun is gone down 
uz Jon our Seers , the crown is fallen from our head, we roarlike* 
Ye bh: Lord ſave us from that , He that hath made them , will not 


have mercy on them. The heart of the Scribe meditates terror. Oh, 
Madan if the Lord would help to more, ſelf-judging, andta 
'» Fmake ſure an intereſt in Chriſt ! Ah , we forget cternity, & it 
't- Fipproacheth quickly, Grace be with you. 


St Andrews, 20, Nov, Nur Las at all obedience 
1657. in the Lord, S,R. 
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To my Lady 
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the victorious triumphing of faith. God teacheth us by tet 
rible things in righteousneſs : we ſee many things, but we 
obſerve nothing. Our drink is ſowre, gray hairs are here & 
there on us, & we change many Lords & Rulers ; but the ſame 
bondage of ſoul & body remains: We live little by faith , but 
" much by ſenſe, according to the times, & by humane policy: 
The watchmen ſleep, & the people perish for lack of know- 
ledge. How can we be enlightened when we turn our back 
on the Sun? And muſt we not be withered when we leaye the 
fountain? It should be my onely defireto bea miniſter gifted 
with the white ſtone & the new name written on it, 'Tjudge 
it were fit [now when tall Profeſſors , & when many ſtars fall 
from heaven, & God poureth the Iſle of great Britain from yel- 
ſcl to veſſel, & yet we lit & are ſctled on our lees] to conſider 
[as ſometimes I doe, but, ah, rarely] how irrecoverable a 
woe it is, to be under a beguile in the matter of eternity ; & what 
if I who can have a ſubſcribed teſtimoniall of many , who hall 
ſtand at the right hand of the judge, shall miſs Chriſt's approv- 
ing teſtimony , & beſet upon the left hand amang the goats! 
theres ſuch a beguile, Math, 9 : 22. Math. 25:8, 9, 10, 11,12. 
Luke 13: 25 , 26. And is betalls many , & what if it befall me, 
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ke lourish of miniſterial or Countrey-holineſs? Dear Lady 5 
[am afraid of preyailing ſecurity , we watch little, [I have 
ninly relation to my ſelf] we wreſtle little: Iam like one tra- 
aling in the night , who ſees a Spirit & ſweats for fear , & dare 
jvttell it to his fellow for encreaſing his own fear ; however, I 
n ſure when the Maſter 1s nigh his coming, it were ſafe to 
mite oyer a double & new copy of our accounts , of the ſins of 
ature , childhood, youth, riper years: & old age. What if 
briſt have another written repreſentation of me then I haye of 
vj ſelf , ſure his is right, & if it contradict my miſtaking & fin- 
ly erroneous account of my ſelf, ah where am I then - But, 
Madam , I diſcourage none, I know Chriſt hath made anew 
narriage-contract of love, & ſealed it with his blood , & the 
trembling beleevyer shall not be confounded. Grace be with you, 


St Andrews , May 26. Tours at all obeliencein 
1659. Chriſt, S,R. 


To my Lady 
K EE NN M UK MM 


M AD A M, (69) | 
_ be glad that the Lord would be pleaſed to lengthen out 


more time to you , that ye might yet before your eyes be shut , 
ſee more of the work of the right hand of the Lord, inrevi- 
ving a now-ſwooning and crushed Land & Chnrch. Though I 
was lately knocking at deaths gate, yet could I nor getin, but 
was ſent back for a time, It is well , if I could yet doe any ſervice 
tohim ; but ah what deadnelſs lieth upon the ſpirit ! & deadneſs 
breedeth diſtance from God. Madam, Theſe many years the Lord 
hath let you ſee aclear difference betwixt theſe who ſerve God , 
& love his name , & theſe who ſerve him not : & Ijudge ye look 
upon the way of Chrift as the onely beſt way , & that ye would 
got exchange Chriſt for the world's God, or their — 
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& that ye can give Chriſt a teſtimony of chief among ten thouſſo? 
fand; True it 1s, that many of us have fallen from our firſ®* 
love; but Chriſt hath renewed his firſt love of our eſpouſalst, hid 
himſelf, & multiplied the ſeekers of God all the countreyoÞ® | 
yer , even where Chriſt was ſcarce named , Eaſt & Welt & South"! 
& North , above the number thar our fathers ever knew, Buſſ{*"* 
ah ! Madam, what hall be done or ſaid of many fallen ſtars 
and many near to God , complying wofully and failing tothe 
neareſt shore? Yea, & we are conſumed in the furnace bufj- 
not melted, burnt but not purged, our droſs is not remioy 
ed, but our ſcum remains in us: & in the furnace we fret 
we faint & ſwhich is more ſtrange} we ſlumber. : The fir \ 
burneth round about us , & we lay it not to heart : Gray 
hairs are upon us & we know it not. It were now a defi 
reable life to ſend away our love to heaven , & well becom 
cth it us to wait on for the appointed change , yet fſoaswe 
should be meditating thus, Is there a new world above the 
Sun & moon, & is there ſuch a bleſſed company harping & 
ſinging Hallelujahs to the lamb up above? Why then are we 
taken with a yain life of fghing & inning? O where is our 
wiſdom that we ſit ftill laughing , eating, ſleeping priſoners, | | 
& doe not pack up all our beſt things for the journey, deiiring ( 
alwayes to be clothed with our houſe from above, not made with "Ju 
hands! Ah, we ſavour not the things that are above , nor doe n 
we ſmell of glory ere we come thither , but we tranſact & agree * 
with Time for a new leaſe of clay- manſions $ Behold he cometh "t 
we ſleep, & turn all the work of duties into a diipute of events 
for deliverance; but the greateſt haſte , to be humbled for a brok-J * 
en & a buried Covenant , is firſt & laſt forgotten: And all our q 
grief is, the Lordlingers, enemies triumph , Godly ones ſuffer, "i 
Atheilts blaſpheme. Ah, wepray not ! but wonder that Chrilt if 
cometh not the higher way by might, by power, by gar- "i 
- ments rolled in blood ! What if he come the lower way? ſure, "th 
we fin inputting the book in his hand , as .if we could teach the 
Almighty knowledge; we make haſte , we belecye not : Let «2 
the onely wiſe God alone, he ſtirs well, be drawes ſtraightlines, wh 
though we think & ſay they are crooked ; It is rg E 
: | F omey 
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vme should die & their breaſts full of milk, & yet we are angry 
ir feefttat God dealeth fo with them. O if I could adore him in his 
{als tYdden wayes , when there 1s darkneſs under his feet & darkneſs 
revolt pavilion & clouds about his throne! Madam, hoping , be- 
Sourleving , patient praying 1s our life: he Joſes no time. The 
" Bafflord Jeſus be with your ſpirit, 


tho 


ſtars St Andrews 12 - Sept. Yours at all oblidged obſervance 
othe] 1665. in Chriſt, S. R. 
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fret To his reverende* dear Brethren , 


i Mr GUTHERIE, Mr TRAIL, 
ey And the reſt of their Brethren impriſoned 


COM 


I m the Caſtellof Edinburgh. 

e the 

W-Kee | Reverend, Very Dear , & now much honoured 

Hh Priſoners for Chriſt. (70) | 


ers I} Am, as to the point of light , at the out-moſt of perſwaſ= 
ring Gon in that kinde, that this is the cauſe of Chriſt ye now 
vithh, fuffer for, & not mens intereſt: If it be for men, let us 
doeff2ve It 3 but if we plead for God , our own perſonal fatety 
: ad man's deliverance will not be peace. There 1s a ſalva- 
Teth (197? called the ſalvation of God , which is cleanly , pure, ſpirt- 
ente/val > unmixed, near to the holy word of God ; it is that which 
ok. fe would ſeek, even the favour of God that he beares to his 
our[feople , not {imple gladneſs, but the gladneſs & goodneſs of 
the Lord's choſen; And ſure [rnough I be the weakeſt of his 
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doeth owne me , let me be in the graveina bloody winding 
Sheet, & goe from the ſcaffold in four quarters toa grave, orn 
grave , I am his debter to ſeal with ſufferings this precious truth 
but on when it comes to the push, I dare ſay nothing, conf 
ſidering my weakneſs , wickednels & faintneſs! But tcar nd 
ye, yearenot, yeshall not be alone, tbe Father is with you 

It was not an unteaſonable , but a ſeaſonable & neceſſary duty? 
ye were about; Fear him who 1s Soveraign , Chriſt is Captai 
of the Caſtle, & Lord of the keyes. The cooling wellſpring8 
refrechment trom the promiſes, 1s more then the frowningsoff 
the furnace. I ſee ſnares & temptations in capitulating , com 
poſing , ceding , minching with diſtinQions of circumſtances 
formalities , complements & extenuations in the Cauſe of Chriſt 

A long ſpoon , the broth 1s hell's hot: Hold a diſtance fron 
carnal compofitions, & much nearneſs to the fountain , toth 
fayour & refreshing light trom the Father of lights, ſpeaking 
in his oracles; this is found health & ſalvation. Angels , men 
Z.on's Elders eye us; but what of all theſe, Chriſt is by us8 
looks on us & writes up all : Let us pray more & look leſst 
men. Remember meto My Scot & all the reſt. Bleſlings be upor 
the head of .ſuch as are ſeparated from their Brethren ; Foſephi:”* 
a fruitfull bough by a well. Grace be with you. 1 


Yours loving Brother & companion 
S. Andrewes, 1660. in the Kingdom CO patience 
Feſwa Chriſt, S,R. 


To Mr ROBERT CAMPBELL. 


Reverend & dear Brother, (71) 


Y E know this isa time in which all men almoſt ſeek thei 

own things & not the things of Jeſus Chriſt : ye are youſſ'e! 
alone, asa beacon on the top of a mountain; but faint-not"® 
Chriſt isa numerous multitude himſelf, yea millions: thoughF ? 


all the nations were conveened againſt-him round about , t _ 
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bubt not but he will at lgſt ariſe forthe cry of the poor & needy. 
or me , I am now near to eternity , for ten thouſand worlds 
[dare not adventure to paſs from the Proteſtation againſt the cor- 
uptions of the time , nor go along with the shameleſs apoſ- 
key of the many ſilent & dumb watchmen of Scotland : but I 
bink it my laſt duty to enter a Proteſtation in heaven before the 
ighteous. Judge, againft the practical & legal breach of Cowe- 
ant, and all Oaths impoſed on the conſciences of the Lord's 
xople, & all Popish, ſuperſtitious and idolatrous mandats of 
nen: Know that the overthrow of the ſworn Reformation , 
he introducing of Popery & the Myſtery of Iniquity , is now ſet 
n foot in the three Kingdoms , & whoſoever would keep their 
rarments clean are under that command , Touch net . tafle not 
landle not. The Lord calls you , Dear Brother , to be ſtill fied» 
faſt, unmoveable, and aboundant in the worke of the Lord. Our 
zoyall Kingly Maſter is upon his - journey , - & will come & 
will not tarry , & bleſſed is the ſervant who $hall be found 
watching , when he cometh : fear not men, for the Lord is 
jour light & ſalyation. It 1s true, it's ſomewhat ſad & com- 
ortleſs that ye are your alone , but ſo it was with our precious 
Maſter : nor are ye your alone, for the father is with you. It 
s poſſible I shall not be an eye-witneſs to it in the flesh, but I 
deleeve he comes quickly; who will remove our darkneſs, & 
willshine gloriouſly inthe 7/7 of Britain, as a crowned King , 
ather in a formally ſworn Covenant, or in his own glorious 
way , Which I leave to the determination of his infinite wiſdom 
and goodneſs: & this is the hope & confidence of a dying man 
who is longing fainting for the ſalvation of God. Beware of the 
enſnaring bounds and obligations by any hand-writ or other 
Wayes, tO give unlimited obedience to any authority , but onely 
n the Lord : forall innocent ſelf-defence , [which is according 
to the Covenant , the Word of God & the laudable example of 
the Reformed Churches] is now intended to be utterly ſub 
rerted and condemned : and what is taken from Chriſt, as the 
lower, of his Prerogative Royall, is now put- upon the head of 
: mortall power., which muſt be that great, aol of indignation 


at proyoketh the eyes of his glory. Dear Brother , let us minde 
7 oY the 
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the rich promiſes that aremade t6 thee that overcome, know 
ing that'theſe that endure to the end $hall be ſaved. Thusre 
emmending ) you to the richgrate of God, I remain, . 


St. Andrews; Tour affetionat Brothes 
I661, in Chri 
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